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Expert Meeting on Management of Fishing Capacity in Southeast Asia 

24-27 July 2006, Sihanouk Ville, Cambodia 

 

Keywords: Co-management, Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, Fishing 

Capacity, Indicators, Overcapacity, Plan of Actions, Regional and sub-regional 

Management Area, Regional Fisheries Management Body, Responsible Fisheries 

Management, Rights-based Fisheries Management 

 

><>   ><>   ><>   ><>   ><>   ><>   ><>   ><>   ><>   ><>   ><>   ><> 

 

I. Introduction 

 

1. The Expert Meeting on Management of Fishing Capacity in Southeast Asia was 

held in Sihanouk Ville, Cambodia during 24 to 27 July 2006. The Meeting was organized 

under the SEAFDEC-Sida Collaborative Project on HRD on the Support to the 

Implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries in the ASEAN Region 

(2003-2006).  

 

2. The first Expert Meeting was held in Bangkok 14 to 16 September 2004 where 

particular attention given to discuss directions towards management of excess fishing 

capacity in the region. Experts from SEAFDEC Secretariat, Training Department, 

SEAFDEC Marine Fisheries Resource Development and Management Department, 

Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific of the FAO, Asian Institute of Technology, 

Coastal Habitat and Resource Management Project (CHARM), Thailand, Faculty of 

Fisheries Kasetsart University, Department of Fishery Management, Thailand, Fisheries 

Improved for Sustainable Harvest Project (FISH), the Philippines, participated in the first 

Meeting. 

 

3. At the Regional Technical Consultation on HRD for Fisheries Management held 

in Phnom Penh June 2004, the issues of overcapacity were raised through a specific 

group discussion. The outcomes mostly confirmed that alleviating issues of excess 

fishing capacity in the region could be achieved through the three main following 

approaches: 

 

 To gradually introduce rights-based fisheries management regimes; 

 To understand the state and trends of fisheries using indicators, and 

 To control the number of fishing boats 

 

4. At the invitation of the SEAFDEC Secretariat, the Meeting was participated by 

regional and national Experts in field related to Management of Fishing Capacity and 

HRD in fisheries management, namely Department of Fisheries Cambodia, Ministry of 

Marine Affaires and Fisheries Indonesia, Department of Fisheries Malaysia, Bureau of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources the Philippines, Department of Fisheries Thailand, 

Ministry of Fisheries Vietnam, WorldFish Center, SEAFDEC Secretariat, SEAFDEC 
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Marine Fisheries Resources Development and Management Department, and SEAFDEC 

Training Department. The list of experts and participants appears as Annex 1. 

 

5. The Meeting had the following main tasks: 

 

 To review existing initiatives for Management of Fishing Capacity; 

 To clarify the role of local communities and other relevant agencies in managing 

fishing capacity in the region; 

 To identify capacity building needs and future activities to support sustainable 

Management of Fishing Capacity; and 

 To discuss potential collaborative mechanisms within a country and between 

countries to manage fishing capacity. 

 

II. Opening of the Meeting 

 

6. H.E. Nao Thouk, Director General of Department of Fisheries Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Cambodia, Dr. Somying Piumsombun, Deputy 

Director General of Department of Fisheries Thailand, and Mr. Parlin Tambunan, 

Director General of Capture Fisheries Department of Marine Affairs and Fisheries 

Indonesia, made a keynote statement. They emphasized that all countries wish to define 

the practical steps and approach to measure and manage their fishing capacity, aiming to 

tackle the overcapacity in the commercial fishing sector while at the same time to provide 

enabling environment to help sustain livelihoods and alleviate problems caused by 

excessive level of fishing capacity through protection, restoration and management of 

coastal resources. 

 

7. Dr. Magnus Torell, SEAFDEC Senior Advisor/Expert, welcomed experts and 

participants to the Meeting. He noted that the fisheries sector is important for most 

developed and developing countries. Obstacles to a sustainable development and 

management of the fisheries sectors were mainly the competition for access to resources 

among different users and overexploitation in most fisheries. He stressed the need for 

better management of the fishing capacity through strengthening/establishing 

collaborative mechanism of regional and national initiatives. 

 

III. Adoption of Agenda 

 

8. The Agenda and the documents of the Meeting were adopted and which appeared 

as Annex 2. 

 

IV. Experience and Lessons Learned from International, Regional, National and 

Other various Initiatives in Management of Fishing Capacity 

 

9. Overview of International Plan of Action – Capacity, experience and lessons 

learned from several regional/national initiatives in managing fishing capacity were 

presented, and can be summarized as follow: 
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International Plan of Action – Capacity (IPOA-Capacity)  

 

10. It was noted that the IPOA (Annex 3) specified a number of urgent actions to be 

taken: (a) assessment of monitoring of fishing capacity; (b) preparation and 

implementation of national plans; and (c) international consideration and immediate 

actions for major international fisheries requiring urgent attention. In addition, the IPOA 

recommended taking immediate steps to address the Management of Fishing Capacity, 

and to individually/multilaterally expand their effort in reducing fishing fleet/capacity. 

 

11. It was observed that the IPOA and related sections of the Code of Conduct for 

Responsible Fisheries showed the importance given by the international community to 

the Management of Fishing Capacity. However, it provided less information on how to 

implement that many provisions that they contain, especially as regards to the 

Management of Fishing Capacity. 

 

National Initiatives  

 

12. National policy and planning for Management of Fishing Capacity in the set of 

representative countries, namely Cambodia, Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam (Annex 4), 

were presented. The key lessons learned from their initiatives with regards to the 

Management of Fishing Capacity  can be concluded as follow: 

 

 Need to reduce number of fishing boats and/or fishing capacity 

 Need a strong legal framework and enforcement to regulate destructive fishing 

gear and practices; 

 Need more participation and involvement of local fishers and communities 

together with promotion of rights-based and co-management approaches; 

 Need to strengthen collaboration among key stakeholders (fishers, governmental 

authorities, etc); 

 Need HRD activities to support establishment of protection/conservation of 

important/critical habitat sites (spawning/feeding) of commercially important 

species; 

 Restructuring marine/coastal fishing activities – such as establish/relocation of 

fishing zones, fishing seasons, fishing gear regulation, utilization of catch, 

technology to reduce unwanted catch, total allowable catch, etc. – towards 

responsible manner and sustainable development; and 

 Fisheries/resources management plans have to link with poverty alleviation and at 

the same time to improve livelihood of poor fishers. 

 

Regional Initiatives 

 

13. The Meeting recognized that several initiatives related to Management of Fishing 

Capacity were implemented in the region both at national and regional level. The 

representatives from relevant initiatives presented the review of the progress and their 

major achievements/findings as follow: 

 



 7 

FAO/Sida Project: On Work in Thailand to look at Directions and Challenges in 

Reducing Capacity of Trawlers and Push Netters in the Gulf of Thailand (Annex 5) 

 

 The stakeholders were found generally to be committed to reduce their capacity 

including fishing efforts (reduce number of fishing days, reduction of fishing 

areas, increasing of closed season for specific fishing gear and practices, reduce 

engine capacity, etc) both for trawlers and push netters. One reason behind this 

was because that also to them the decline of the fisheries resources in the Gulf of 

Thailand was obvious. 

 Set of recommendations specific to each study area were given through the 

stakeholders’ consultation process. And these recommendations will be used as 

basis to update national policy including plan of action that can practically 

implemented for Management of Fishing Capacity in Thailand. 

 

Suggested Policy Directions for Management of Fishing Capacity in Southeast Asia 

(SEAFDEC Project on Rights-based Fisheries) (Annex 6) 

 

 In international for a, such as FAO, it had been recognized that the nature of 

fisheries is so diversified in various regions of the world that more should be 

expected from regional fisheries management organizations and the countries. To 

work with the issues related to resources and fisheries in EEZ or for 

transboundary fish stocks, practical approaches should be left to more local 

authorities such countries or the RFMOs. 

 Southeast Asian fisheries are characterized by a domination of small-scale multi-

gear and multi-species. In this context, key values like the maximum biological 

productivity could not be simply applied. 

 Policy directions for Management of Fishing Capacity 

 Fishery management agency introduced appropriate registration of all large-

and small-scale fishing boats as well as fishers; 

 Co-management approach is promoted in communities to raise awareness and 

a sense of responsibility amongst local stakeholders, together with definition 

of enclosed areas; 

 Completely stop any new registration after a certain period of time; 

 Fishers should be encouraged to collaborate with existing enforcing 

authorities in reporting illegal practices; 

 Using indicators, government and communities measure the level of 

exploitation of fisheries case by case, and adapt fishing capacity further on 

this basis; and 

 Simple but enforceable condition to access fishing rights at the community 

level are established, compliance can be left over for the community to 

manage with proper support from the government. 

 

SEAFDEC Project on Promoting the Use of Indicators for Sustainable Development and 

Management of Capture Fisheries in the ASEAN Region: Issues and Challenges  

(Annex 7) 
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 The regional guidelines on the use of “indicators” for sustainable development 

and management of capture fisheries in Southeast Asia has been developed and 

adopted by ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries, providing a common 

understanding of indicators, importance and roles of the use of indicators, and 

how to develop national indicators. 

 It was noted that appropriate steps to promote the use of the guidelines and gain 

further support will be achieved by rising up this issue to high-level authority to 

demonstrate the applicability and benefits in using this approach to improve 

management of fisheries towards sustainable development. 

 

WorldFish Centre: “Fish Fights over Fish Rights” (FFFR) in Southeast Asia: Implications 

for Managing Overcapacity in Fisheries (Annex 8) 

 

 In general, regulations or measures to resolve fisheries conflicts that are most 

arising from overcapacity in the fisheries were found to be in place. However, 

compliance and proper enforcement including political support in implementation 

of legislated regulations are the key concerns; 

 There is a need to address the problem of overcapacity in a  more holistic manner; 

and 

 In reporting on the impact of the excess fishing capacity this is often, for some 

fisheries in Southeast Asia done with reference to changes in biomass, including 

recommendations on mitigation measures. Even though various options also were 

defined for Management of Fishing Capacity, the approaches for implementing 

and handling such options are not clear in most countries in the region. 

 

V. Future Capacity Building Requirements for Sustainable Management of 

Fishing Capacity (Annex 9) 

 

14. Mr. Suriyan Vichitlekarn, SEAFDEC Secretariat Policy and Program 

Coordinator, presented a draft review on Management of Fishing Capacity in Southeast 

Asia. The presentation was made based on the experiences and lessons learned in 

implementation of various international/regional/national initiatives as well as SEAFDEC 

and non-SEFADEC, can be summarized as follow: 

 

 Current regional fisheries status: 

 Overcapacity causes various problems in the fishery sectors. National policy 

and plan exists for Management of Fishing Capacity in some countries in the 

region. However, among them there is a different degree of readiness, in most 

countries there is not any proper management system in place. 

 

 Two major vital needs for Management of Fishing Capacity in the region should 

be: 

 To avoid conditions of open access that invariable leads to increasing 

vulnerability of small-scale fishers, when faced with very limited alternative 

employment; and 

 To balance the interest between small-scale and commercial fisheries 
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 Common approaches to Management of Fishing Capacity are: 

 Better understanding of status and trends of fisheries 

 Promotion of co-management and rights-based fisheries 

 Strengthening local institutions through delegation of management functions 

 Strengthening communities through a better organization and participation 

 Freezing and controlling number of fishing vessels 

 Develop supplementary/alternative livelihoods for coastal communities 

 Habitat management and stock enhancement 

 

 Issues to be address for Management of Fishing Capacity in the region: 

 Introducing a “regulatory” system in the “open access” regime 

 Registration of fishers and fishing boats as a basis for rights-based fisheries 

(e.g. access rights, licensing) 

 Understanding the concept of “fishing capacity” 

 Freeze current number of fishing boats as a basis for reduction strategies 

 Balance of inter-relationship between small-scale and large-scale fisheries 

(commercial/subsistence, urban/rural) 

 “Mobility” of fishing capacity considering resource, social, and economic 

dimensions 

 Diversify means of livelihoods 

 Knowledge of total number of boats/gears VS active boats/gears 

 Build up capacity beyond “managers” and “fishers” 

 Pilot areas/cases  a nation wide implementation 

 Packaging policy and technical advice into guidelines for future reference 

 

 Suggested Management of Fishing Capacity  through management areas: 

 Ecological areas beyond geo-political boundaries  

 Facilitation of transboundary arrangement 

- Local and national roles 

- Information gathering and harmonization 

- Networking and dialogues 

- Capacity building and technical supports 

- Regulate/ensure status of regionally mobile supply of fish 

workers/migratory workforce 

 

VI. Recommendations and Conclusion on Next Steps in Supporting SEAFDEC 

Member Countries in Management of Fishing Capacity (Annex 10) 

 

15. The Meeting recognized that Management of Fishing Capacity played a major 

role in sustainable management and development of fishery in the region. In this regards, 

the Meeting clarified and recommended the key elements in managing fishing capacity 

which related to policy, institutions and research issues. The Meeting also suggested to 

follow-up on actions that are coupled with HRD needs for Management of Fishing 

Capacity both at national and regional levels. 
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16. The Meeting also recommended the major long-term policy issue for 

collaboration to establish a “Regional and Sub-regional Fisheries Management Body”, 

and (b) set up regional collaboration by sub-regional management areas  

 

 Establish “Regional and Sub-regional Fisheries Management Body”, and 

 Set up Regional Collaboration by Sub-regional Management areas, including: 

 Gulf of Thailand (Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Vietnam) 

 Malacca Strait (Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand and Andaman Sea 

(Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, and Thailand) 

 South China Sea 

 Sulu Sea and Sulawesi Seas 

 

17. The Meeting also suggested continuous effort on the support of the regional 

collaboration by sub-regional management areas as follow: 

 

 Support the development and implementation of NPOAs in the countries involved 

 Provide a platform for discussion on Management of Fishing Capacity among the 

countries and institutions involved 

 Develop concept for management of sub-regional management areas among 

countries 

 Develop a collaborative framework 

 

VII. Closing 

 

18. Mr. Ing Try, Deputy Director of Department of Fisheries Cambodia, and Dr. 

Magnus Torell thanked the experts of the Meeting and delegations of SEAFDEC and its 

Departments, and then declared the Meeting closed. 
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2.2 National initiatives 

2.2.1 National policy and planning for management of fishing 
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2.2.1.1 Cambodia 

2.2.1.2 Indonesia 

2.2.1.3 Thailand 

2.2.1.4 Vietnam 

2.2.2 Directions and challenges in reducing capacity of trawlers 

and push netters in the Gulf of Thailand: FAO/Sida/DOF 
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2.3 Regional initiatives 

2.3.1 Policy directions for freezing fishing fleets: SEADEC 

Secretariat 

2.3.2 Use of indicators and its sustainability implications 

2.3.3 Managing exist in fisheries and reducing fisheries conflicts 

2.3.4 Others regional initiatives 

2.4 Synthesis of the lessons learned from national, regional and international 

initiatives “experiences, directions and challenges”. 

3. Discussion on future capacity building requirements to sustainable management 

of fishing capacity 

4. Wrap-up session 

5. Next step for SEAFDEC-Sida support in managing fishing capacity in Southeast 

Asia 

5.1 Introduction and discussion of the background and important issues for 

preparation of the organization of the “Regional Technical Consultation 

on Management of Fishing Capacity and Human Resource Development 

in Support of Fisheries Management in Southeast Asia” scheduled in 19-

22 September 2006. 

5.2 Clarification of the next step for SEAFDEC-Sida HRD program in 

supporting SEAFDEC Member Countries to manage fishing capacity. 

6. Closing 
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Annex 2.2 

Documents of the Meeting 

Information Documents 

INF 01  Provisional Prospectus 

INF 02  List of Documents 

INF 03  List of Experts and Participants 

 

Working Documents 

WP 01  Provisional Agenda 

WP 02  Provisional Agenda and Timetable 

WP 03  Provisional Annotated Agenda 

WP 04-a National Policy and Planning for Management of Fishing Capacity: 

Cambodia 

WP 04-b National Policy and Planning for Management of Fishing Capacity: 

Indonesia 

WP 04-c National Policy and Planning for Management of Fishing Capacity:  

Thailand 

WP 04-d National Policy and Planning for Management of Fishing Capacity:  

Vietnam 

WP 04-e  Directions and Challenges in Reducing Capacity of Trawlers and Push  

Netters in the Gulf of Thailand 

WP 05  Policy Directions for Freezing Fishing Fleets  

WP 06  Use of Indicators and its Sustainability Implications 

WP 07  Managing Exist in Fisheries and Reducing Fisheries Conflicts 

WP 08 Synthesis of the lessons learned from national, regional and international 

initiatives “experiences, directions and challenges” 

 

 

Referred Documents 

REF 01  FAO International Plan of Action – Fishing Capacity 

http://www.fao.org/figis/servlet/static?dom=org&xml=ipoa_capacity.xml 

REF 02 Freezing fishing fleet, Fish for the People, Vol.2, November 2004; p11-18. 
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Annex 3 

Overview of FAO International Plan of Action – Fishing Capacity 
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Annex 4.1 

National Policy and Planning Activities for Management of Fishing Capacity 
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Annex 4.2.1 

National Policy and Planning for Management of Fishing Capacity in Indonesia 
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Annex 4.2.2 

Fisheries Management in Indonesia 
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Annex 4.3 

National Policy and Planning for Management of Fishing Capacity in Thailand 
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Annex 4.4 

Vietnam: National Policy and Planning for Management of Fishing Capacity 
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Annex 5 

Directions and Challenges in Reducing Capacity of Trawlers and Push Netters in 

the Gulf of Thailand 
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Annex 6 

Policy Direction for Managing Fishing Capacity in Southeast Asia: 

Freezing the Fishing Fleets 
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Annex 7 

Promoting the use of Indicators for Sustainable Development and Management of 

Capture Fisheries in the ASEAN Region: Issues and Challenges 
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Annex 8 

“Fish Flights over Fish Rights” in Southeast Asia: Implications for Managing 

Overcapacity in Fisheries 
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Annex 9 

Review on Management of Fishing Capacity in Southeast Asia 
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Annex 10.1 

Results of Discussion: Group I 

Regional Collaboration by Sub-Regional Management Areas 

 

I. Suggested framework of regional collaboration by sub-regional management 

areas for management of fishing capacity in Southeast Asia 

 

 
 

II. Suggested regional collaboration by sub-regional management areas 

 

Suggested Regional 

collaboration by sub-

regional management 

areas 

Institutions 

Involved 
 

Existing Initiatives Project Areas/Topics 

Gulf of Thailand 

(Cambodia, Malaysia, 

Thailand, and 

Vietnam) 

SEAFDEC, UNEP, 

ASEAN, 

FAO/RAP, NACA 

SEAFDEC (Sida, 

Japan), ALMRV, 

Wetland Alliance, 

UNEP/GEF/SCS, 

WFC, IDRC, JICA, 

FAO (Sida, TCP), 

DANIDA 

 adaptive 

management 

 livelihoods, 

habitat 

management 

 fisheries conflicts 

 policy & 

institutions 

 co-management 

and user-rights 

 information 
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gathering 

 alternative 

livelihoods  

with linkages to 

overcapacity 

issues 

Malacca strait 

(Indonesia, Malaysia, 

and Thailand) and 

Andaman Sea 

(Indonesia, Malaysia, 

Myanmar, and 

Thailand) 

 

SEAFDEC, BOB-

IGO, JIRCAS, 

ASEAN, FAO/RAP 

?? ?? 

Sulu or Celebes Sea 

(Indonesia, Malaysia, 

and Philippines) 

 

?? ?? ?? 

South China Sea 

 

?? ?? ?? 

 

III. Suggested Steps for Regional Collaboration by Sub-regional Management 

Area 
 Support development and implementation of NPOA-Capacity 

 Provide a platform for discussion on “management of fishing capacity” among 

countries and institutions involved. 

 Develop concept for management of sub-regional management areas among 

countries. 

 Develop collaborative framework 

 

IV. Suggested Steps for Sub-regional Management Areas 
 Develop and implement an action plan including 

- Capacity building 

- Information gathering 

- Collaborative research 

- Plan for management actions (responsible agencies, actions and scheduling) 

 Mobilize existing mechanisms  UNEP/GEF/SCS and SEAFDEC, and other 

relevant projects/initiatives 
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Annex 10.2 

Results of Discussion: Group II 

Issues and its HRD Requirements to Support Management of Fishing Capacity 

 

Issues Actions HRD Needs 

Database  available  

      

 

 Stock Assessment 

 Determine unit of capacity (by country) - 

LOA, GT, HP, etc. 

 Socio-economics 

 Review existing measures and regulations 

√ (data analysis) 

√ 

 

√ 

 

 

Freezing and Control 

of fishing vessel 

Moratorium on new license issued  

Reduce fishing 

capacity 
 Prioritize fisheries (critical resources-

demersal resources) 

 

 Improve Management Schemes 

o Control the use of technology that 

enhance capacity 

o Prohibit transfer of license 

o Encourage cost saving technology and 

eco-friendly technology 

o Increase license fee 

o Improve law enforcement 

 higher penalty for fisheries 

offend/violations in the fisheries law 

 coordination of agencies involved in 

issuing license (importation of boat, 

building of new boats, licensing 

agency to fish) 

 

 Census on willingness of fishers to leave 

fisheries 

o Willingness to make trade-off to protect 

and restore the resource 

o Required conditions 

 training :fisheries related/not related 

 post-harvest processing (value adding) 

 access to other sectors 

 compensation 

 identify public’s priorities 

 

 Buy-back 

o with strict conditions: transfer of fishing 

boats for transportation/tourism/artificial 

reefs for resource enhancement 

o alternative source of funds form 

beneficial groups : importers, processors, 

remaining fishers  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

√ 

√ 
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 Alternative livelihood – mariculture park, 

etc. 

 

 Incentive: Scholarship to children 

 

 Increasing level of awareness of fishing 

capacity to all stakeholders -Primary to 

university level 

 

 Co-mgt and right-based management 

o Identify local institution/group in the area 

o Empower the community/group 

o Network of co-management 

o identify customary law 

o identify alternative job opportunity  from 

beneficial group Regular/schedule 

consultations 

o under co-management 

 

 Establish fish refugia/Artificial 

Reef/Restocking program 

 

 Selective subsidy  

 

 Incentive to go to under-exploited fishing 

ground (non-traditional fishing grounds) 

 

 Set up curriculum on fisheries conservation 

and management for education 

 

 Awareness building for policy/decision 

makers 

 

 

 

√ 

 

 

√ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

√ 

 

√ 

 

4. Monitoring and 

Evaluation 
 strengthened enforcement and surveillance  

 establish effective MCS (+VMS) 

 establish practical indicators 

o biological 

o social 

o economic 

o technological 

o evaluation timeframe 3-4 years interval 

   

    

 

√ 

√ 
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Annex 10.3 

Results of Discussion: Group III 

Key Issues in Managing Fishing Capacity 

 

I. Policy related issues 

 

Understanding fishing capacity related issues and building awareness at the policy maker 

level –  revisiting policies to ensure they are not ambiguous and that they go into a 

direction supporting a reduction of fishing capacity – spread these policies down the 

levels to the fishermen (province level, local government, fishing communities and 

institutions, schools): 

 

o Addressing closing/regulating access to fisheries/freezing the numbers = violating the 

constitution or against established policies, no political will to do so 

o No policy for wrong subsidies/incentives (such as fuel subsidies or lack of tax) 

o No lenient political intervention for illegal fishing (whether SSF or LSF) – strict 

enforcement of laws and severe fines 

o Setting-up buy back schemes, finding financial support, mechanisms to do so 

o Addressing conflicts and ambiguities between Departments  

o Addressing conflict between fisheries and other sectors (e.g. tourism) for coastal 

resources 

 

II. Institutional related issues 

 

o Lack of budget and resources 

o Weak MCS (need to involve the local fishermen?) to stop IUU fishing and enforce 

regulations 

 

III. Socio-economic issues 

 

o Lack of job opportunities for fishers to exit fisheries 

o Need for fisheries a safety net for the vulnerable/poor 

 

IV. Research issues 

 

o Finding a balance between SSF and LSF 

 Boundary between demarcated areas for small-scale and large-scale fisheries 

respectively not always clear or easy to implement/monitor 

 Understanding the real numbers behind SSF and LSF (number of vessels, total 

production) 

 Implications of fuel costs on different types of boats 

o How do we respond to natural disaster – need to have reliable info on fisheries before 

to ensure rehabilitation is sustainable 

o Identifying key fleets (types of boats/gear) contributing to the problem of 

overcapacity (e.g. trawlers, push netters) 

o Assessment of changes in catch composition and volume 



 141 

o Role of MPAs/refugia in ensuring sustainable fisheries 

 

V. Regional level issues 

 

o Managing fisheries across borders: how to bring countries to manage these together 

(Malacca Straits, Gulf of Thailand) 

o Safety at sea: setup of standards (remotely linked with FC) 

o Increasing demand for fish (direct consumption and processing/export) 

 

VI. Regional/National Policies and Actions for Management of Fishing Capacity 
 

Country NPOA/Policy Sites/Fisheries 

National/Regional 

Action 

How to? 

Cambodia Included in 

fishery law 

-Kampong Som 

(trawl)  

-potential 

-Freezing # of trawlers 

-Co-management & inter-agency 

cooperation  

Indonesia Included in 

National 

Strategic Plan for 

Fisheries 2005-

2020 

-Malacca Strait 

(gillnet) 

N. Java (gillnet)  

-potential : Indian 

ocean (long line) 

-Freezing # of gillnet 

-Promote Co-management 

-National forum 

-VMS (vessel monitoring system)   100 

GT 

Malaysia Draft at DoF Malacca Strait 

(trawl in CZ, 

licensed only) 

-Reduce # trawlers (to about 100 units) 

-Reinforce enforcement 

-Training for fishermen for other job 

opportunity (incl. to deep sea fishing) 

Thailand Draft for national 

consultation 

GOT/Andaman, all 

gears (SSF & LSF) 

-Reduce # boats 

-Co-management 

-Buyback 

-Training for alt. jobs 

-Fishing by zone 

-Provincial oriented legal framework 

-Rehabilitation/Enhancement 

-Monitoring and enforcement 

-Zero fuel subsidy 

Vietnam Included in the 

National Plan for 

2015-2020 

-Tonkin Gulf 

(common zone with 

China) 

-MOFI project 

(push nets) in all 

provinces 

-Assess # boats 

-Prohibit use of trawl, push net, other 

destructive fishing gear  

-Other job opportunity 

Region  -Malacca Strait 

(purse seine, luring 

light) 

-Gulf of Thailand 

(Cambodia, 

Malaysia, Thailand, 

Vietnam) trawls 

Addressing IUU fishing across borders 

 


