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Report of the 6™Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region

28 February - 2 March 2017
Bangkok, Thailand

l. Introduction

1. The Sixth Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region was convened from 28 February to 2
March 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. The Meeting was attended by representatives from the Gulf of
Thailand countries from Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam. Representatives from
international organizations, namely: the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations/Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO/RAP), Fish Market Organization of Thailand
(FMOI/TH), International Labor Organization (ILO), Secretariat of the Regional Plan of Action to
Promote Responsible Fishing Practices including Combating Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing (RPOA-IUU), United Nations Environment Programme-UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia
Project, Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (SwWAM/Sweden), senior officials from
SEAFDEC Secretariat, SEAFDEC/TD and SEAFDEC/MFRDMD also attended. Members of the
Regional Fisheries Policy Network (RFPN) for Indonesia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Viet
Nam also participated. The list of participants appears in Annex 1.

2. The Meeting was supported by the SEAFDEC-Sweden Program to promote efforts in
integrating fisheries management and habitat management and at the same time emphasize the need
to manage fishing capacity and introduce options for the development of larger fisheries resources
conservation areas (i.e.refugia). The Meeting also promotes sub-regional and bilateral cooperation for
carrying out activities pertaining to sub-regional and bilateral consultations as well as for on-site
events in Viet Nam, Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia. Discussions were organized to provide a
venue for reviewing the follow-up recommendations during the Fifth Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand
Sub-region and progress of bilateral cooperation, updating the progress of Regional Plan of Action on
Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the Southeast Asian Region (RPOA-Neritic Tunas) and
Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity) as well as
identifying and providing recommendations on the need to promote sub-regional or bilateral
dialogue. The Meeting also provided opportunity to the countries to identify common priority areas
and summarize the progress of the sub-regional cooperation as a basis for reporting to SEAFDEC,
RPOA-IUU Coordination Committee, FAO/RAP and other mechanism.

1. Opening of the Meeting

3. On behalf of the Secretary-General, Dr. Magnus Torell, Senior Advisor welcomed the
participants and expressed appreciation to the countries in implementing the recommended activities
brought forward during the Fifth Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand sub-region. He then emphasized
that this Meeting would be a platform to discuss options for management of fisheries and habitat,
reduction of destructive fishing activities, and Transboundary issues among neighboring countries to
reach the desired outcomes for the sustainability of fisheries resources around the Gulf of Thailand
sub-region. He then declared the Meeting open. The Opening Remark appears as Annex 2.

4. Before moving to the next agenda, Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn, SEAFDEC-Sweden
Project Manager invited Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon, Policy and Program Coordinator, to serve as
co-chair with Dr.Magnus Torell.

1. Background and Objectives of the Meeting and Adoption of the Agenda

5. Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn, SEAFDEC-Sweden Project Managerprovided
background and objectives of the Meeting (Annex 3). In her presentation, she firstly referred to the
objective to promote cooperation on fisheries resources management and marine environmental
protection among the countries of the Gulf of Thailand. She then highlighted the progress of activities



undertaken in the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region. She further stated the significant events which include
bilateral dialogues on the development and implementation of collaborative activities among
neighboring countries.

6. The Agenda which appears as Annex 4 was adopted.
V. Background and Review of the Previous Meetings

4.1 The Fifth Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region (28-29 September 2015,
Nonthaburi, Thailand)

7. Ms. Pattaratjit reviewed the background of the platform and updated progress after the Fifth
Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region which was held on 28-29 September 2015 in Nonthaburi,
Thailand. She briefly informed the Meeting that the Sub-regional meeting had been organized since
2009 and the results of which have been reported to RPOA-IUU Coordinating Committee meetings.
She also mentioned that this Gulf of Thailand platform is focused on strengthening sub-regional and
Transboundary cooperation in and around the Gulf of Thailand. She further explained the key issues
identified to be important to the sub-region and these should be addressed by the integration of
fisheries and habitat management. Finally, she informed the Meeting that program is currently
working on the progress of activities in the bilateral dialogues between the bordering countries,
management of transboundary species, and review of law and legislation. Her presentation appears as
Annex 5.

4.2 The Ninth RPOA-IUU Coordination Committee Meeting (2016) and Update
Information from RPOA-IUU Secretariat

8. On behalf of the RPOA-IUU Secretariat, Mr. Topan R.C. Renyaan, representative from
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries Republic of Indonesia, provided the results of the 9" RPOA-
IUU Coordination Committee Meeting which was held on 22-24 November 2016 in Bangkok,
Thailand. He presented the RPOA-IUU progress of activities implemented during 2015-2016 and
new issues identified by the RPOA-IUU Member Countries to be implemented under the work plan
for 2016-2017. The priority issues include effort in maintaining collaborative approach in the region,
the applicability of the Global Fishing Vessel Record as a tool for the implementation of Port State
Measures. His presentation appears as Annex 6.

4.3 Introduction of the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF South China Sea and Gulf of
Thailand Refugia Project

9. Mr. Christopher Paterson, Project Director introduced the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF South
China Sea and Gulf of Thailand/Fisheries Refugia Project. He informed that GEF granted roughly
US$15 billion for the implementation of projects relating to land degradation, climate change,
biodiversity conservation, sustainable forest and international waters. He further emphasized that
countries in South China Sea and the Gulf of Thailand had been working together to develop the
Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis (TDA) that identified priority threats and needs for action and in
the development of strategic action programs, it would be best to build upon and add to the works
done by the SEAFDEC, FAO and Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC). He also mentioned the
works such as management of fishing capacity and management of IUU, being done during the
formulation of strategic action programs.

10. Giving attention to the critical habitats where the spawning and nursery grounds of important
fish species are, the concept of fisheries refugia was developed to incorporate the fisheries life cycle
for consideration in spatial planning with regards to coastal fisheries management.



V. Implementation of the Management of Fishing Capacity and Combating 1UU and
Destructive Fishing (Development and Implementations of NPOA-Capacity; NPOA-
IUU, Steps to Accede to Port State Measures Agreement, etc.)

51 Country Update
Cambodia

11. Representative from Cambodia, Mr. Pich Sereywathpresented the progress on combating
IUU fishing in Cambodia. Recognizing IUU fishing as a serious international and national threat to
marine fisheries resources, he provided the information that Cambodia joined the ASEAN ministerial
meeting 2007 in Bali, Indonesia, member of the RPOA-IUU and already adopted theFAOCodeof
ConductofResponsibleFisheries. He further informed the Meeting that Cambodia has been involved
in a number of activities for preventing IUU fishing such as SEAFDEC initiatives, Asia-Pacific
Fishery Commission (APFIC) consultations as well as sub-regional level dialogues of APEC.

12. Since Cambodia received the “red card” from the European Union (EU) that affected the
trading of fish and fishery products of Cambodia to EU, Cambodia is now in the progress to solve the
issues. Number of actions has been strengthening including registration and licensing schemes of
Cambodian flagged fishing vessels. This action is backed up by legal instruments such as Cambodia
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries together with setting up of a National Task force for ITUU
Fishing, ITUU Team of Fisheries Administration as well as development and endorsement by the
Technical Working Group on Fisheries as indicated in the Strategic Planning Framework for
Fisheries (2015-2024).

13. Furthermore, Cambodia is terminating the contract between Cambodia and Korean firmthat
were given the responsibility for the registration of Cambodian (fishing) vessels. Presently, Cambodia
is being (on request) supported by FAO and EU in efforts to improve the management of fishing
capacity to be able to remove red card status. It is important to note that this is also as a reaction to
the deadline set by EU which imposes 9 actions to be undertaken by Cambodia. His presentation
appears in Annex 7.

14. In relation to red card issue faced by the Cambodian fisheries sector, the Meeting was
informed by Dr. Magnus Torell that the red card was linked to Cambodian flagged vessels with
“flags of convenience” issued by the Korean firm. They were not licensed by the Fisheries
Administration (FiA) of Cambodia, and fishing on the high seas and Regional Fisheries Management
Organizations (RFMO) areas and the concern by the EU is that the fish (oceanic tuna and other fin
fish species) that were shipped/exported to EU from those Cambodian flagged vessels was done so
without reaching Cambodian land (port) and without any Cambodian certification as to the legal
status of the catch. Based on that, the catches reaching EU without proper documents is recognized
by the EU as illegal fisheries products from Cambodia.

15. The Meeting noted that Cambodia was also developing a National Plan of Action to prevent,
deter and eliminate 1UU fishing (NPOA-IUU), which the draft is being finalized. To facilitate the
implementation of the NPOA-1UU, revisions and amendments of the 2006 Law on Fisheries is being
made to promote sustainable fisheries development consistent with the international standards that
will include the cooperation with other countries on marine management as well as to implement
more severe sanctions and penalties to prevent deter and eliminate IUU fishing. The NPOA-IUU is
planned as a 3-year rolling plan in the period 2017-2019. Besides the NPOA-1UU, Cambodia is how
also developing a Marine Fisheries Domain 1UU Sub-program (2018-2020) which will contain 7
projects ranging from fishing management, monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS), to market
development and capacity building.

16. Cambodia is now also involved in the implementation of bilateral and/or multilateral
agreements to address IUU fishing such as Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the FiA of



Cambodia and the Directorate of Fisheries (D-FISH) of Viet Nam, and (pending) agreements between
Thailand and Cambodia through establishment of mechanisms for joint fisheries management
between Trat province (TH) and Koh Kong province (KH).

17. Ms.Nguyen Thi Trang Nhung, the representative fromViet Nam raised the idea to look for
possibilities to further develop related to joint cooperation on MCS. However, it would be better
looked into after Cambodia has gone through the process of improved management of fishing
capacity and implementation of the NPOA-IUU, thereby having met the deadlines and requirements
requested by the EU and having the red card removed as it is now the first-priority on fisheries of the
Cambodian government. With the new routines in place and implemented, it would also support
bilateral cooperation and joint development and implementation of MCS.

Malaysia

18. The representative from Malaysia, Ms. Tengku Balkis binti Tunku Shaharhighlighted that the
NPOA-Fishing Capacity has been updated and the second version is officially named as “NPOA-
Fishing Capacity (Plan 2)”. The NPOA consists of three inter-linked strategies, namely review and
implement effective conservation and management measures; strengthen MCS capacity and
capability; and promote public awareness and education programs. The detail of her presentation
appears as Annex 8.

19. While noting the update of the NPOA-Fishing Capacity of Malaysia, the Meeting was
informed that Malaysia has finished the stock surveys for demersal, small pelagic fishes and prawn
species. A sequence of consultations and several fora were conducted to gather comments and
recommendations from scientists and governments to formulate actions to be taken in the future. The
suggested actions had been undertaken that included a new zonation system, which has already been
introduced in the west coast of Malaysia where 0-1 nautical mile from shoreline is now recognized as
a conservation zone; and establishment of two (2) fisheries refugia sites under the
SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia Project, namely: Tj. Leman for tiger prawn and Kuala
Baram for lobster.

20. The Meeting was also informed that Malaysia is currently revising its management measures
and approaches to control fishing effort to be able to better manage the utilization of specific
resources as well as to develop fishing gear specifications to be in line with the NPOA-Fishing
Capacity (Plan 2).

21. With regards to foreign fishing vessel, Malaysia has implemented Standard Operating
Procedures (SOP) which requires foreign fishing vessels to submit application two weeks prior to
entering Malaysian port in order to allow the port officials to check the status of the fishing vessels
with RFMOs or Flag State . Any suspicion of illegal activities will lead to denial of the foreign
fishing vessels to enter Malaysian ports. Furthermore, port inspection is also to be made on all foreign
vessels upon entering the port as an initial condition before using any port facilities. Penang and
Langkawi are, so far, the designated ports appointed to deal with foreign fishing vessels inspections.
To support the implementation of port inspections FAO assistance was requested in 2016 by
Malaysia as a step towards implementing the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA). Port
inspectors were trained through Educational/Technical Visit in Phuket, Thailand during December
2016.

22. In response to inquiry on what happened to 250 fishing vessels that had their licenses
canceled due to violations against the Fisheries Act, the Meeting was informed that all the vessels are
now permanently not involved in any fisheries activities, while some of them are involved in other
activities not linked to fisheries. Cargo vessels wishing to enter Malaysian ports are under the
responsibility of Customs Department and should report accordingly to the Customs Department not
to the Department of Fisheries, even though the vessels are carrying fisheries products. In addition,
Dr.Magnus informed that under the PSMA, the cargo vessels should have received the catch



documents while loading the fish from the fishing vessel(s) that have caught the fish to allow
traceability of the catch.

Thailand

23. The representative from Thailand, Dr. Kamonpan Awaiyawanont presented the updates on
the “Implementation of the Management of Fishing Capacity and Combating IUU in Thailand.” He
mentioned that the implemented activities are based directives provided in five documents: a)
implementation of NPOA-Capacity; b) implementation of NPOA-IUU; c) actions against 1UU
Fishing in Thailand and by Thai vessels outside of Thai EEZ; d) steps to accede to Port State
Measures Agreement; and e) Thailand’s Fishery Reform Plan. He informed the Meeting that Thailand
had agreed with ASEAN Member States to implement RPOA-Capacity. He further informed the
Meeting that Thailand’s Marine Fishery Management Plan (FMP) (2015-2019) aim to reform
Thailand’s marine fisheries from an open access regime into a limited access regime where the
fishing effort is commensurate with the maximum sustainable yield (MSY) while at the same time
prevent, deter and eliminate 1UU fishing, increase benefits for people engaged in fisheries, reduce
conflicts among major stakeholders, rehabilitate and conserve the marine environment and strengthen
capacity to sustainably manage the fisheries.

24. Dr. Kamonpan then explained that in estimating the total allowable catch (TAC) for people
per vessel engaged in fishing, Thailand permits 250 fishing days per fishing vessel per year in 2016.
However, he said that since this is the initial phase of the implementation of this TAC, all licensed
fishing vessels are allowed to operate for 220 fishing days per year.

25. He further informed the Meeting that Thailand has developed the NPOA-IUU for the period
2015-2019. The NPOA-IUU is consistent with the international framework of the FAO IPOA-IUU.
With regards to efforts to reduce 1UU fishing, he informed the Meeting that the government of
Thailand has reviewed and revised relevant fisheries laws and regulations. Based on the revised legal
framework Thailand has established systems for Monitoring Control and Surveillance (MCS) Port-In
and Port-Out Control Center (PIPO), Vessel Monitoring System, routines for traceability and catch
certification, stricter sanctions are being enforced and improved conditions for labor in the fisheries
sector are implemented. He then informed the Meeting that Thailand has strengthened its cooperation
with international organizations and neighboring countries with an aim to stop 1UU fishing and to
increase sustainability in the fisheries sector.

26. Finally, he informed that Thailand has acceded to the FAO Agreement on Port State
Measures to prevent, deter and IUU Fishing and is introducing and implementing procedures on port
entry, port inspection of fishing vessels while at port and during offloading. His presentation appears
as Annex 9.

Viet Nam

217. The representative from Viet Nam, Ms. Nguyen Thi Hong Nhung provided information on the
“Implementation of the Management of Fishing Capacity and Combating IUU” in Viet Nam. She
informed the Meeting that Viet Nam has initiated and reviewed the revision of the Fisheries Laws of
2003 which is expected to be adopted in October 2017. She said the laws include establishment
provisions on the management of fishing capacity, catch certificate and the integration of IPOA-IUU
and PSM regulations into the new legal framework. She also stated that other initiatives (e.g catch
documentation scheme, fishing capacity control for offshore fishing vessels, use of monitoring
devices, etc.) are undertaken by Viet Nam in order to improve fisheries management.

28. She informed the Meeting that Viet Nam has strengthened the MCS system and improved
stock assessments. She also stated that initiatives have been implemented to limit the number of
trawlers, to establish four (4) fisheries resources protection areas and to establish sixteen (16) MPAs.



Finally, she informed the Meeting that Viet Nam is currently collaborating with neighboring
countries and RFMOs to prevent deter and eliminate 1UU fishing and to improve fisheries regulations
for sustainable fisheries towards 2020. Her presentation appears as Annex 10.

5.2 Bilateral Dialogues between Neighboring Countries and Progress on the Review of
Laws and Regulations between Cambodia and Viet Nam

29. Ms. Pattaratjit, SEAFDEC-Sweden Project Manager,provided information on the bilateral
dialogues between neighboring Gulf of Thailand countries, mainly in 2016. The Project focused on
the capacity building of the fisheries officers in the Gulf of Thailand countries as agreed in the work
plans (e.g. stock assessment, larval identification, Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management
(EAFM)).

30. With regards to the review of the national laws and regulations and comparative analysis
between Cambodia and Viet Nam, she updated that the review had been successfully completed in
2016. She further informed the Meeting that the draft report has been prepared and circulated for
comments, feedbacks and final approval by the two participating countries. Her presentation appears
in Annex 11.

VI. Efforts to Strengthen Monitoring at Landing Sites, Sharing Information onFishing
Vessels (e.0. Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR), Catch
Documentation, Inspection of Vessel Registration and Licenses (e.g. crew lists)
and Other Measures to Coordinate Monitoring and Control of Fishing Effort,
Catches and Landings (i.e. Port State Measures, Flag State Measures)

» FAO/APFIC

31. The representative from FAO/RAP, Ms. Cassandra De Young presented the FAQ’s role with
FAOQ initiatives in supporting countries to address IUU fishing including information on measures
available to combat 1UU fishing. She then made reference to strategies and policy frameworks that
could be developed to provide directions on how to address issues related to 1UU fishing such as to
develop and implement NPOA-IUU. If implemented efficiently it would improve national capacity to
cooperate among agencies and stakeholders, improve flag state controls and institutional
responsibilities, strengthen MCS functions and port controls as well to improve cooperation between
countries on the implementation of the FAQ’s Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA). Her
presentation appears in Annex 12.

» SEAFDEC Initiatives on the Management Tools to Combat IUU Fishing and its
Relevance to the Gulf of Thailand

32. The Policy and Program Coordinator of SEAFDEC, Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon presented
the SEAFDEC initiatives on regional cooperation towards strengthening MCS, which includes the
implementation of ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS), RFVR, the implementation of
PSM and Regional Plan of Action on Managing of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity).

33. With regards to the monitoring at landing sites through the implementation of ACDS, Dr.
Somboon informed the Meeting that there is a need to address gaps in reporting system such as
limited information of fish being landed locally and/or across the border by artisanal fishermen and/or
fish being transshipped from a smaller fishing vessel. Systems for catch documentation and
traceability should also include fish and fishery products from smaller or artisanal vessels in order to
control and reduce IUU fishing or activities.

34. In follow-up to the suggestion made at the 48" SEAFDEC Council Meeting in 2016 which is
to explore the practical work of ACDS, he updated that SEAFDEC in cooperation with FMO/TH has
been developing e-ACDS incorporated with lessons learned from Commission for the Conservation



of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), SwWAM/Sweden, etc. The details will be provided
in the later agenda.

35. With regards to information sharing on fishing vessels through the RFVR Database System,
Dr. Somboon stressed the importance of information sharing among ASEAN Member States, the
RFVR is one of the management tools intended for sustainable fisheries development in the ASEAN
region with links to FAQO’s Global Record of fishing vessels.

36. Meanwhile, on inspection of the registration and licenses of fishing vessels, including crew
lists through the implementation of PSM, Dr. Somboon elucidated that ASEAN Member States are
recommended (accede to and) to follow the PSMA to prevent, deter and eliminate 1UU fishing (Part 4
Inspections and Follow-up Actions, Article 12-17) in the implementation of inspection and training of
inspectors.

37. Another SEAFDEC initiative related to the development of RPOA-Capacity, Dr. Somboon
underlined that coastal States have the sovereign right to manage their territorial waters, and therefore
should come up with management measures to prevent fish caught from 1UU fishing to be landed in
their countries. The Meeting was also informed that FAO had considerations on the rights and
responsibilities of coastal States related to registration, catch report and the granting of access
(agreements that determine the terms and conditions for access and limitation of foreign vessels).
FAO promoted cooperation among coastal States in order to maximize their ability to prevent, deter
and eliminate IUU fishing in waters under their jurisdiction. The detail of his presentation appears as
Annex 13.

» International Labour Organization (ILO)

38. Mr. Jason Judd, a representative from International Labour Organization (ILO), provided
information on the legal framework on labor that is being developed for various segments of the
fishing industry in Thailand in his presentation “Are labor issues here to stay?”. He mentioned that
the legal frameworks are developed with reference to the ILO Convention C188 (Work in Fishing)
and Protocols on Forced Labour with an aim to build-up enforcement effectiveness throughout the
fisheries supply chain and trying to create a “level industry playing field”, etc. He then highlighted
that enhanced labor inspection activities are being implemented and interviews are conducted to
identify labor abuses.

39. Capt. Sutee Rajruchithong from SEAFDEC/Training Department (TD) raised the concern on
the applicability of the ILO C188 Convention to the Thai fishing industry. As a reply, it was
emphasized that the ILO C188 should be used and applied in a flexible way when incorporating its
provisions into the Thai legal framework to ensure that the Thai laws are relevant and implementable.
His presentation appears as Annex 14.

» Results from Malaysia-Thailand Survey on Fishing Capacity

40. Mr. Kongpathai Saraphaivanich, representative from SEAFDEC/TD, presented the results of
the Malaysia-Thailand survey on fishing capacity in support to the Joint Fisheries Planning and
Management in the Western Gulf of Thailand. The survey was based on the need to enhance the
communication and collaboration between relevant agencies of the two countries related to fisheries
matters in order to improve systems to monitor and control fishing efforts and movement of fishing
vessels.

41. The survey area covered Songkhla, Pattani, and Narathiwat Provinces in Thailand and
Kelantan, Terengganu and Pahang States in Malaysia. He further mentioned that the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU), if developed, could include the designation of national coordinators to
oversee the exchange of landing information, improvement of fishing effort management with close



cooperation between local authorities in nearby boundary provinces or states, inspections of vessels
marking, registration and licenses, etc.

42. Finally, information sharing, including the use of the RFVR for vessels of 24 meter in length
and over should be enhanced for monitoring of illegal fishing to be incorporated by Malaysia and
Thailand in local fisheries management plans to improve the availability of detailed information and
reference. The detail of his presentation appears as Annex 15.

6.1 Thailand’s Experience and Lessons Learnedwith Regards to Needs for
Transboundary and Sub-regional Cooperation as a Result of the Accession to the
PSMA and the Implementation of PSM

43. The representative from Thailand informed that Thailand’s NPOA-IUU including measures
for PSM implementation was based on the IPOA-IUU. She informed that Thailand started to
implement PSM since the new fisheries law — the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries — B.E.2558 (2015)
was enforced in November 2015, and before Thailand acceded to FAO’s PSMA to prevent, deter and
eliminate ITUU Fishing in May 2016. The detail of her presentation appears as Annex 16.

44, The Meeting was informed that Thailand has 27 designated ports all over the country.
Among these ports, 15 are for foreign fishing vessels while 12 are designated for neighboring
countries vessels. Under the implementation of PSM, the designated ports are responsible to monitor
and inspect both fishing vessels and carrier vessels in accordance with the mandate under Thai law.

45, The Meeting was informed that in Thailand the PSM implementation is divided into three
main steps: 1) Notification by the vessels before entering the port entry followed by the responsible
agency allowing (or denying) port entry. The vessel master has to submit the application at least 48
hours before entering the port to give time for Department of Fisheries (DOF) Thailand authorities to
check relevant documents; 2) the vessel inspection is made at the port and DOF Thailand authorities
inspect the vessels and related documents in order to endorse Port Inspection Report (PIR). 3) While
offloading, DOF Thailand authorities will monitor the offloading process, record the weight of the
fish and seal the cargo or truck for legalization and protection during transportation process to the
designated place. She further mentioned that the results of the inspection will be sent to the Flag State
and relevant organizations as requested in the PSMA. Thailand is regularly providing training of port
inspectors to improve the capacity to undertake inspection.

46. In order to strengthen cooperation between neighboring countries in efforts to combat 1UU
fishing, the Meeting noted that Thailand has been active in developing several measures to improve
cooperation, such as: 1) Agreement on Transboundary Cooperation between Thailand and Myanmar
signed on 2 February 2017 which include provisions on cooperation in combating 1UU fishing and
illegal fisheries trade, implementation of PSM and improvements in the coordination on
transboundary fisheries management as well as in promotion of fisheries trade; 2) Transboundary
Cooperation between Thailand and Cambodia with a focus on combating 1UU fishing and illegal
fisheries trade (in progress); and 3) Transboundary Cooperation between Thailand and Malaysia,
initiated by a preliminary site visit of a Malaysian delegation to the Phuket fishing port including
information exchange on Malaysian flagged fishing vessels landing fish at the Phuket fishing port.

47. It is important to note that from Thailand’s experience and lessons learned so far on the
implementation of PSM there are key challenges with regards to information sharing that still needs
to be addressed in terms of sharing of documents and information exchange with/from neighboring
countries to be able to verify that landed fish are not from IUU fishing. In this respect, bilateral
cooperation should be further strengthened for collective efforts to combat IUU fishing.

48. In response to the question on the percentage of vessels being inspected and the number of
people engaged in capacity-building for port inspectors, the Meeting was informed that DOF
Thailand inspects all vessels that are arriving for the first time to get a census and in order to setup a



baseline database on vessels entering Thailand. The baseline data will be used as a reference when
deciding on inspections of vessels re-entering Thai fishing ports. Through the baseline assessments,
fishing vessels are categorized in the database into three main groups: 1) High risk vessels (the next
requested landing will be inspected 100%), 2) Moderate risk vessels, and 3) low risk vessels. With
respect to capacity-building for port inspectors DOF Thailand have already, with support from EU,
conducted Training of Trainer (TOT) in two batches. All trained inspectors are expected to be able to
inspect all vessels, as requested, in line with the PSMA and the implement one-stop service vessel
inspection procedures at designated ports.

VII.  Management of the Transboundary Stocks and Habitats and Sub-regional
Cooperation

7.1 Anchovies, Indo-Pacific Mackerel, Blue Swimming Crab-target Species forCooperation
on Transboundary Species

49. The Assistant Policy and Program Coordinator of SEAFDEC, Dr. Worawit
Wanchanaprovided a background information on the progress of the sub-regional initiative that was
launched with a target to facilitate development of joint management plan for Anchovy, Indo-Pacific
Mackerel and Blue Swimming Crab (AIB species) in the Gulf of Thailand. He informed the Meeting
that the work being done so far has included status updates of stocks and geographical distribution as
part of the development of studies on stocks of AIB species in the Gulf of Thailand. He suggested in
the Meeting that as a continuation of the management plan efforts should be done to assess the
movements of AIB species into Cambodia and Viet Nam in the east and into Malaysia in the south. In
addition, he proposed to continue by conducting “mixed stock analysis™ using genetic study methods
while at the same time improve data collection on AIB species using existing standard operating
procedure (SOP). The suggested steps are combined in an action plan on the medium and long term
monitoring of catches and landings of AIB species. His presentation appears in Annex 17.

50. The representative from Thailand informed the Meeting that a study on the life cycle and
migration of Indo-Pacific Mackerel and Indian Mackerel are being carried out by DOF Thailand in
the Gulf of Thailand and that the study has five (5) sub-components: 1) fishing grounds distribution
of Indo-Pacific Mackerel; 2) reproductive biology; 3) fish larvae abundance and distribution; 4)
stomach contents; and 5) genetics.

7.2 Management Cooperation for the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region Based on theResults of
the Stock Study of Tonggol Tuna and Kawakawa

51. Dr. Somboon gave a presentation on the progress of the RPOA on the sustainable utilization
of neritic tunas in the Southeast Asian region (RPOA-Neritic Tuna) particularly in the Gulf of
Thailand sub-region. He presented the results of the assessments of neritic tuna stocks and the risks
facing those stocks, with a special focus on Long-tail Tuna and Kawakawa. Given that neritic tunas
are important target species in the Southeast Asian region, implementation of better management
measures are significant for the sustainable utilization of neritic tunas in the region. His presentation
appears as Annex 18.

52. He updated the progress since the endorsement of RPOA-Neritic Tuna in 2015 under the
ASEAN-SEAFDEC framework. After it was adopted in 2015, a Scientific Working Group (SWG)
had been established to provide technical/scientific-based recommendation and policy advice to
improve neritic tuna fisheries management as well as to oversee the development and undertaking of
stock assessments of neritic tuna species. He also informed that the study on stock and population of
neritic tunas and Seer Fishes for the ASEAN Region and capacity building has been provided and
organized by SEAFDEC/TD.

53. He pointed out that the study will not only be specific to the Gulf of Thailand and further
assessment is needed to assess the level of fishing effort in the Gulf of Thailand relative to MSY.



Nevertheless, with regards to neritic tuna fisheries management in the Gulf of Thailand, the scientific
assessments from the Pacific Ocean side can be used to calculate suitable catch levels in the Gulf of
Thailand as both fishing effort and catch levels can be defined. The assessments and recommendation
by the SWG on neritic tuna could be used as a basis for a neritic tuna management plan for the Gulf
of Thailand based on which countries could indicate and agree on appropriate level of fishing
capacity and if so decided by relevant bodies to be approved and endorsed by relevant ASEAN
decision making body (SOM-AMAF or other) under some ASEAN Fisheries Policy (to be
developed).

54. He also added that the application of ACDS would explore the options to test for neritic tuna,
however, it is needed to consider further steps to develop a coordinated sub-regional fisheries
management plan for the Gulf of Thailand. In addition, he encouraged Gulf of Thailand countries to
collect data on catch per unit effort (CPUE) besides catch data to be able to draw more
comprehensive information on the status of neritic tuna in the sub-region.

55. While noting the importance of study, it would be a basis of “scientific information” for
precautionary approach and suggested possible management policy to ensure that a sustainable level
is maintained. In agreement, Dr. Magnus added that while referring to the small population of neritic
tunas in the Gulf of Thailand, there should be an agreement among the Gulf of Thailand countries to
limit the catch effort to maintain the sustainable level. In a broader concept, Dr. Magnus then also
highlighted that advance towards a fisheries management model for the Gulf of Thailand can be used
as platform or sub-regional reference while developing an ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy, similar
to the EU Common Fisheries Policy which is also having a sub-regional approach in support of the
EU-wide policy.

VIII. Initiation of a Framework for Common Target to Balance the Active FishingCapacity
and Reduce Fishing Pressure in Designated Areas/Habitats inCooperation with the
South China Sea Fisheries Refugia Initiative

56. Mr. Christopher Paterson, Project Director of the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia
Project, introduced and explained the goals of the Project, which the focus areas cover theSouth
ChinaSeaandthe GulfofThailand. He emphasized that there is a need to balance the active fishing
capacity and reduce fishing pressure in designated areas/habitats to match with the available
resources.

IX. ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme

57. Dr. Somboon gave an update on the progress of the ACDS which was developed through a
range of consultations during the past years. The aim of ACDS is to provide a unified ASEAN
framework that will support the enhancement of traceability of fish and fishery products and allow
certification of the legal status of fish and fishery products being traded in the region and
internationally thereby preventing entry of fish and fishery products from IUU related fishing
activities entering into the supply chains. He informed the Meeting that at the 48" SEAFDEC Council
in April 2016, the council suggested that the e-ACDS should be developed in harmony with other
existing catch documentation schemes to ensure that this would be acceptable to the EU and US
Presidential Task Force, thus, enhance the trading of fish and fishery products from the Southeast
Asian region, while the council endorsed Brunei Darussalam as a pilot testing country for the e-
ACDS. His presentation appears in Annex19.
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X. Recommendations for the Management of Fisheries and Fishing Capacity in the Gulf of
Thailand Sub-region

10.1  Group Discussion

58. During the discussion, Group 1 came up with recommendations for the management of
fisheries and fishing capacity in the Gulf of Thailand sub-region. Among the numerous issues and
concerns that were raised in the discussion, the Group highlighted the lack of detailed stock
assessment of both demersal and pelagic stocks; lack of capability and resources to conduct the
process of assessing the status of stocks; issues on the framework for and enforcement of zoning
system; encroachment of fishing vessels in seagrass areas and areas reserved for coastal or artisanal
fisheries; use of destructive fishing gears; over-capacity of fishing vessels leading to over-fishing; etc.
Key recommendations to address the issues and concerns raised by the Group include capacity-
building at all levels in the personnel?; increased cooperation with and among international and
national organizations; improved surveys and mechanisms for establishment and enforcement of
zoning systems; and generate provisions for logistic support to implement recommended action.
More details are provided in Annex 20.

59. In the discussions of Group 2, the Group members mentioned several issues, many issues
were similar to Group 1. Among the issues raised the Group 2 pointed out the availability of fisheries
resources in the perspective of declining of resources and limited information on the status of stock as
a result of climate change. There is a need to improve post-harvest practices by implementing
extension and awareness building programs to key stakeholders including on-board vessels
particularly for trawlers in order to improve the fish post-harvest handling procedures. There is a need
to work on and improve zoning schemes for MPAs and fishery refugia and other conservation areas,
stock and resource enhancement program and efforts to strengthen MCS to control fishing effort. In
relation to the need to improve zoning and enforcement it is important to monitor the status of
habitats with regards to deforestation, etc., the use of destructive fishing gears and fishing practices,
land-based pollution and impacts of coastal zone development. The recommendations from the Group
2 included governance improvement and conflict resolution between stakeholders (i.e. commercial
and artisanal fishers) and suggested an improved dialogue with international organizations (FAO and
others) and continued facilitation of bilateral dialogues. More details are provided in Annex 21.

XI. Informal Bilateral Discussion on Directions and Suggestions on TechnicalCommon
Issues to be Discussed/Planned in 2017

60. The Meeting took note of the plan to conduct bilateral dialogue between countries, namely:
Cambodia-Malaysia, Thailand- Cambodia, Thailand-Viet Nam, Thailand-Malaysia and Cambodia-
Viet Nam. During the discussion, the Countries provided suggested key issues to be discussed further
at the bilateral consultations under the SEAFDEC-Sweden work plan. For follow-up, the SEAFDEC-
Sweden will coordinate and provide details to the Countries as well as the proposed date and venue of
the bilateral consultation will be consulted later.

XIl.  Summary, Recommendations and Follow-up Actions

61. The Gulf of Thailand countries appreciated and supported that continued efforts should be
done to develop coordinated sub-regional management plans for fisheries and the development of
conservation areas (refuge). However, data collection and stock assessments should be improved at
the national level while at the same time continue to strengthen the systems used to record registered
fishing vessels and the number and type of fishing licenses that are issued for vessels, gear and/or
people as a basis to strengthen the management and control of fishing effort. The Gulf of Thailand
countries also agreed that a medium term objective for the Countries should be to work out to agree
on acceptable levels of fishing effort that would match the assessments of available resources in the
Gulf of Thailand. The development of sub-regional plans could be an important supplement to the
recently initiated ambitions to develop an ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy.
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62. While appreciating the progress being done so far with regards to anchovies, indo-pacific
mackerels and blue swimming crab (AIB species) by collecting and analyzing available information
on the spawning, migration, etc., it was generally understood that it would, especially for mackerels,
be possible to already initiate the work to develop coordinated management plans for AIB species in
the Gulf of Thailand. However, further information on stocks and migration paths are still needed
together with efforts to increase reliability of available information including CPUE assessments and
biological information. Similarly to the AIB species, it was recommended to look at sub-regional
management options for neritic tunas while noting the difficulty to develop management measures for
multi-species and multi-gear fisheries. To supplement the work to develop AIB species and neritic
tuna management plans for the Gulf of Thailand, the participants recommended that capacity building
on stock assessment, species identification and genetic studies should be conducted to enhance the
capability of the human resources in the sub-region.

63. The Gulf of Thailand countries should give more attention to protect, conserve and as needed
rehabilitate important habitats and to reduce fishing pressure in and around mangroves, sea grass
beds, corals, etc. to maintain and improve the status of commercially important fish stocks. In this
respect, participants welcomed the initiation of the SEAFDEC/UNPE/GEF South China Sea and Gulf
of Thailand Refugia Project.

64. The issue on the encroachment by larger fishing vessels in sea grasses, mangrove and other
reserved areas was raised as one of the major threats to important fisheries habitats of the Gulf of
Thailand. To protect the habitats and areas reserved for small-scale/traditional fisheries, the
participants recommended that rules and regulations should be enforced more strictly and that MCS
systems should be strengthened including sub-regional MCS networks starting with a focus on the M
and C. This should be combined with awareness-building programs at different levels.

65. In support to habitat and fisheries management efforts, it was strongly recommended that
habitats and management and conservation areas should be better defined and zoning schemes of
areas that are reserved for protection, wildlife, artisanal fishing, refugia, etc. should be improved
together with better clearer demarcation to make it known that the zones exist. To strengthen the
zoning schemes, the suggestions were to develop interactive mapping of the Gulf of Thailand and to
make use of remote sensing applications. Capacity-building and human resources development would
be needed at all levels.

66. The availability of applicable and relevant national laws and regulations are essential to the
management of fisheries and habitats conservation. Areas confronted with problems on encroachment
in reserved areas by urbanization and other developments in the coastal areas as well as by fishing
vessels cannot be properly protected without a strong national legal framework. However, laws and
regulations are often available but not implemented, thus, it was recommended that there is a need for
improved legislation combined with strengthened institutional enforcement capability to resolve the
issues at hand. The Gulf of Thailand countries were positive to the reviews of fisheries legal
frameworks and comparative reviews of laws and regulations being done in Cambodia and Viet Nam
and it was recommended that options should be explored to conduct similar comparative law reviews
as well in other bilateral locations.

67. The Gulf of Thailand countries recommended that a continued and increased focus should be
given to the recognition of socio-cultural aspects and gender equality aspects by providing capacity-
building for alternative livelihood to fisher-folk and to address labor issues in the fishing industry (i.e.
living, safety and working conditions on-board fishing vessels and the working conditions of migrant
labor).A consolidated matrix on the recommendations provided during the meeting by the two
working groups appears in Annex 22.

68. Steps ahead: Continued action will take place together with Gulf of Thailand countries, at

bilateral and sub/regional level in line with the recommendations provided during the Meeting.
SEAFDEC, FAO, SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Refugia Project, ILO and/or others will consult with each
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of the countries and, as available, nominated focal points to work out details for upcoming activities.
Activities will build upon and incorporate nationally implemented initiatives and projects in the Gulf
of Thailand countries including capacity-building, revisions of laws and regulations, development of
NPOAs, Monitoring and Control structures, etc. to avoid duplication and to strengthen institutional
cooperation within and between countries. Upcoming activities would, among other things, include:

Bilateral dialogues: Cambodia — Viet Nam; Cambodia — Thailand; Malaysia — Thailand; and
Thailand — Viet Nam. SEAFDEC will consult with each of the sets of dialogue partners to
confirm dates, venue, agenda and objectives.

Technical consultation, reviews and assessments of anchovies, indo-pacific mackerels and
blue swimming crab (AIB species) and neritic tuna including initiation of coordinated
management plan. SEAFDEC will continue to advance the steps to initiate the development
of joint/coordinated management plans in consultation with the working groups, focal points
and experts/resource persons to further increase knowledge on target species (including
stocks, spawning ground, migration paths, fishing effort, etc).

Habitats/refugia/conservation areas and other zonation schemes will be further defined
together with clearer demarcation. Actions to be implemented will be incorporated in the
SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Refugia project in cooperation with SEAFDEC, FAO and others.
Refugia focal points together the SEAFDEC/GEF Coordinator and SEAFDEC will further
work out details of activities including expected inputs from Gulf of Thailand countries.
Monitoring Fishing Capacity and MC (and S) networks:

The management and control offishing capacity is an activity that primarily will be built upon
national activities to record registered fishing vessels and issued fishing licenses as part of
their respective implementation of NPOAs-Capacity and NPOAs-1UU.

The Gulf of Thailand countries expressed strong wishes to increase efforts to cooperate in
terms of the monitoring and control of fishing activities in the Gulf through the development
of MCS network(s). The challenge ahead for the countries to live up to the ambitions is to
actually increase the rate and amount of information being shared. The immediate step should
be a sub-regional/bilateral initiation of MC (and S) networks through the exchange of
information on vessel marking lists of vessels with authority to fish outside of the country
and monitoring of the movement of fishing vessels. Countries are requested to appoint
contact persons from responsible departments (with mandate to support and provide
information to be shared). Without suitable contact persons the network will fall short of
stated ambitions and SEAFDEC will follow-up with each of the countries on this. The
contacts and network are two important parts as it will provide an important basis for efforts
to combat illegal fishing and apply catch traceability systems in the Gulf of Thailand.

The ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) is recognized by SEAFDEC,
ASEAN, ASEAN Member Countries and other key stakeholders as a common reference
framework for documentation of catches and landings. Based on electronic version the e-
ACDS will be tested in Brunei. Similarly, the Gulf of Thailand countries expressed keen
interest in having the e-ACDS tested in the Gulf of Thailand. SEAFDEC (under the
framework of the introduction and testing of the e-ACDS, the RPOA-Neritic Tuna and other
initiatives) to explore options with the four countries, private sector and others to work out a
framework to have the e-ACDS tested in the Gulf of Thailand (neritic tuna and/or
mackerels). This will include assessments of the usefulness in terms of improving traceability
systems.

Labor and working conditions, including the status and protection of migrant workers, is of
major concern among the Gulf of Thailand countries given the large amount of migrant
(domestic and regional) workers being employed on vessels and in fishing industries. In
countries like Malaysia and Thailand this is linked to a general shortage of labor in fisheries.
To address this it is important the qualified organizations and national departments with a
“labor mandate” are engaged and take a lead in the processes ahead. In this respect
SEAFDEC will discuss and work closely with ILO to agree on a common platform to ensure
that initiatives are linked with ILO efforts to promote “good labor practices” in fisheries. In
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69.

addition, as/if requested, labor issues and migrant labor conditions will be addressed during
bilateral dialogues.

Local capacity-building, livelihoods, gender, local habitats, small-scale fisheries will
primarily done through nationally implement project and programs. However, a number
of contracts, small grant funds and TCPs for local capacity-building is also available through
IUCN/MFF (some contracts already issued), SEAFDEC-Sweden (contracts already issued),
FAOQ, etc. As/if available countries to approach partner organizations as applicable.
Information on developments, requests and recommendations from the Gulf of Thailand
countries in terms of the value of having a strong sub-regional basis for the management of
fisheries by being able to balance assessments of available resources with indicative levels of
fishing effort will be provided to throughout the process promote the newly started initiative
to develop an ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy.

Information on the developments and recommendations from the Gulf of Thailand countries
will be summarized and reported (by the Thai DOF) to the RPOA-IUU Coordinating
Committee in November 2017.

Closing of the Meeting

Dr. Kom Silapajarn, SEAFDEC Secretary-General, thanked the participants for their active

participation and providing valued inputs to the Meeting as a basis to develop common vision for the
Gulf of Thailand to combat IUU fishing activities and to integrate fisheries habitat management. He
reminded the Meeting the significance of the Gulf of Thailand in terms of its habitat and fisheries
resources that needs to be properly managed. He further expressed his gratitude to the representatives
from other organizations such as UNEP/GEF, FAO/APFIC, ILO, IUCN/MFF and RPOA-IUU for
their invaluable participation and to the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project for enabling SEAFDEC to
organize the Meeting. Finally, he acknowledged the success of the Meeting and declared the Meeting
closed. The full script of his speech appears in Annex 23.

KXXAXXXXXKXXXXXX
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Annex 2
OPENING REMARKS

By Dr. Magnus Torell
Senior Advisor to SEAFDEC

Distinguished delegates,

Representatives of international Organizations,
Ladies and Gentlemen

Good morning to all of you!

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to be here with you at the Opening of the 6th Meeting of the Gulf
of Thailand Sub-Region. Unfortunately, Secretary-General is not be able to attend today due to a
prior commitment. On behalf of Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, | would like to convey his
warmest welcome to all of you for coming to Bangkok. As host for this important meeting, I am
deeply honored by your presence.

At this juncture, please allow me express my appreciation to the concerned countries for their efforts
in implementing the recommendations of the Fifth Gulf of Thailand Meeting in September 2015. We
all recognize that achieving a clear solution to various problems is possible through straightforward
dialogue. The organizers have therefore structured this Meeting to provide a venue that would
discussions on specific subject matters, such as management of fisheries and habitat, and reduce the
destructive fishing and trans-boundary issues among the neighboring countries. Hence, over the next
two days, we will have some focused discussions about our desired outcomes, and specific routes to
take toward achieving those outcomes. This gathering is therefore expected to sharpen the vision of
the Gulf of Thailand as a stable safeguard to combat illegal and destructive fishing and integrate
fisheries and habitat management in efforts to manage the fishing capacity, vessel registration and
port monitoring.

With your support, SEAFDEC through the SEAFDEC-Sweden project will continue to promote
activities that would strengthen sub-regional cooperation for the Gulf of Thailand. This Meeting
would therefore build upon regional and bilateral events to maintain the momentum created by earlier
activities including sub-regional and bilateral consultations and on-site events in Vietham, Cambodia,
Thailand, and Malaysia. The Meeting will also explore possible expansion of bilateral dialogues
between countries in accordance with the existing format.

An important item in the agenda is an introduction of the recently started SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF
South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand/Fisheries Refugia project which could be tapped to explore
options for strengthening sub-regional cooperation on the integration of habitat and fisheries
management. Hopefully, a framework could be initiated through which the countries can agree on
targets to balance active fishing capacity and reduce fishing pressure in designated areas including
important habitats, spawning grounds, areas reserved for small-scale fishing, and the like, to match
the availability of resources.

We are thereforeconfidentthatourgoalswillbeachievedandaccordingly recognizedleadingtooutcomes
thatwillbe consistentwiththehopesandexpectationsof thecountriesinvolved sincelcan
seethecharacteristic dedication and commitment of allour participants. | therefore take this
opportunity to express my congratulations to all of you for the strong wish to carry out the
relationship and coordinate regional cooperation. Once again, | welcome all of you to Thailand
andhope that you enjoy a pleasant and comfortable stay in our country. Without further ado, I now
declare the Sixth Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region open.
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Annex 3

PROSPECTUS
1. BACKGROUND

The Gulf of Thailand is well recognized for its important habitats and abundance of aquatic resources
providing a wide variety of fisheries products and other aquatic resources in support of livelihoods
and food security. In addition the fishing sector and related activities provide plenty of employment
opportunities for the peoples of the countries around the Gulf of Thailand. However, the resources
and the sustainability of the fisheries are being threatened by a very high fishing pressure leading to a
state of overfishing and there is an urgent need to balance the active fishing capacity in the Gulf with
the availability of resources. In the process there is a need to consider protection and restoration of
important habitats as well as to restrict fishing activity in target areas during spawning seasons.

The SEAFDEC-Sweden Program is since its inception promoting efforts to integrate fisheries
management and habitat management (taking an ecosystem approach to fisheries management) while
at the same time emphasizing the need to manage fishing capacity. Since 2005 and onwards
SEAFDEC has, with countries in and around of the Gulf of Thailand, been promoting coordination
on the management of fishing capacity and in cooperation with the old UNEP/GEF South China Sea
Program (until its termination in 2009) been introducing options for the development of larger
fisheries resources conservation areas (refugia). To move in this direction an emphasis is given to the
importance of strengthened sub-regional and trans-boundary cooperation in and around the Gulf of
Thailand.

With a focus on the Gulf of Thailand, SEAFDEC in cooperation with the DOF Thailand, have since
2009 been organizing five sub-regional meetings involving Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet
Nam together with other international and regional organizations. Ever since the first Gulf of
Thailand Meeting, Thailand (and SEAFDEC) have been reporting on results, progress and emerging
issues in the sub-region to the annual RPOA-IUU Coordinating Committee meetings.A sub-regional
approach is also supportive to the ambitions of the RPOA-IUU where the Gulf of Thailand is one of
defined sub-regions.

There has been a continued recognition that the management and control of fishing capacity needs to
be balanced with that of available resources and SEAFDEC have continued, also after the end of the
first phase of the UNEP/GEF South China Sea Program, to promote the development of larger
fisheries resources conservation areas (refugia) and to promote sub-regional and trans-boundary
cooperation in the Gulf of Thailand. Efforts has been made to improve information sharing as a basis
to build MCS networks, to improve catch documentation and to strengthen ability to monitoring
trans-boundary stocks and to protect important habitats through sub-regional and bilateral dialogues
as requested by the countries (see below).

In strengthening efforts towards coordinated management by building upon the results achieved so
far the timing is good in that additional opportunities are provided through the inception of the
SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF "South China Sea Fisheries Refugia Initiative”. This GEF initiative is in
operation since November 2016 and with similar ambitions as those expressed by the Gulf of
Thailand countries this opens up for renewed/continued cooperation.

As improved information is available on key fisheries resources, the status of important habitat and
areas of critical importance for valuable fish stocks it is time for the countries to agree on targets
to balance the active fishing capacity and reduce fishing pressure in designated areas (important
habitats, spawning grounds, areas reserved for small-scale fishing, etc.). In the process targets should
be agreed on to virtually reduce illegal fishing to “zero”. Joint management plans for the utilization
key stocks should be developed as a basis for sustainable management of fisheries in the Gulf of
Thailand.
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Bi-lateral dialogue meetings: As recommended during the 4™ and 5" Gulf of Thailand Meetings
SEAFDEC has, based on requests from pairs of countries, been able to facilitate sequences of bilateral
dialogue meetings where attempts are being made to build up frameworks for joint management
interventions including environmental protection based on the control of fishing effort and strengthened
measures to combat illegal fishing and to reduce fishing pressure. These dialogues have included:
Cambodia — Viet Nam, Malaysia — Thailand and Cambodia — Thailand. Positive responses provided
during the 5" Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand also led to suggestions to expand bilateral initiatives, such
as to include dialogues between Malaysia — Viet Nam, Thailand — Viet Nam and Cambodia — Malaysia.
These dialogues are still pending further confirmation in order to further define steps to take before
embarking upon another sequence of dialogues.

Anchovies, Mackerels and Blue Swimming Crab were identified during the 5" Gulf of Thailand
Meeting as priority species by the four countries as a target for improved coordination aiming towards
increased knowledge on status and improved management of utilization within the region. SOP is
developed for survey of catches and landings of mackerel (and related species). The SOP is developed in
cooperation with Viet Nam, Cambodia and Thailand — with options to extend the SOP to cover the
whole Gulf of Thailand. New information is available on stocks and distribution of mackerels. With
regards to anchovies SEAFDEC is in the process to collect available information in cooperation with the
Gulf of Thailand countries. Training/capacity building: Teams from Viet Nam, Cambodia and Thailand
has been trained (2016) in fish larvae identification and in sampling techniques and methodologies for
stock assessments of relevance to improve knowledge on the life cycle and migration patterns of priority
species in the Gulf of Thailand.

RPOA-Neritic Tuna: The Neritic Tuna Scientific Working Group has met during 2015 and 2016 and
further advanced the process of increased understanding of the status of Neritic Tuna fisheries in the
region and sub-regions, including Gulf of Thailand. Information is available on stock status of
Kawakawa and Tonggol Tuna for the Gulf of Thailand. Based on present information options will be
assessed on the relevance to test the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) on Neritic Tuna
within the Gulf of Thailand sub-region (including related traceability systems). This will be explored
given positive responses from the Gulf of Thailand countries.

MCS Network: Limited steps have been taken to establish formal MCS networks. Advances have so far
been made in the review of available mechanisms for cooperation (Cambodia — Thailand) and
comparative reviews of laws, regulations and institutional responsibilities (to establish key institutions to
be involved). Furthermore, work has been done with teams from Malaysia and Thailand (facilitated by
TD and MFRDMD) to assess numbers of fishing vessels in trans-boundary areas. Status reports were
provided to the RPOA-IUU in November 2015 and the International MCS Network in February 2016.

Comparative studies on national laws and regulations: This activity that is based on requests from
countries under bilateral agreements has had slow progress but draft reports together with a comparative
analysis are now available from Viet Nam and Cambodia while the review of Thai laws and regulations
has been postponed to allow for the new Thai fisheries legislation to settle. The process of comparative
analysis of laws and regulations for Cambodia and Viet Nam continued in the latter half of 2016 with a
sequence of joint events (December 2016).

RPOA-Fishing Capacity: SEAFDEC Council (April 2016) and the ASWGFi has now recognized the
RPOA-Fishing Capacity. The task ahead is to explore the relevance — and interest — of the Gulf of
Thailand countries in being a target sub-region for the RPOA-Fishing Capacity. The work that has been
done with teams from Malaysia and Thailand (facilitated by TD and MFRDMD) to assess numbers of
fishing vessels could possibly be replicated elsewhere.

The 6™ Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region: SEAFDEC, through the SEAFDEC-Sweden
Project will, in cooperation with Member Countries and partner organizations, continue to promote sub-
regional cooperation for the Gulf of Thailand. The 6" Gulf of Thailand Sub-regional Meeting will build
upon regional and bilateral events to maintain the momentum created by earlier activities including sub-
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regional and bilateral consultations and on-site events in Vietnam, Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia.
The Meeting will also further explore possible expansion of bilateral dialogue between countries in
accordance with the existing format. An important point on the agenda is to introduce the recently
started SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand Refugia project and to explore
options to build upon common objectives to strengthen sub-regional cooperation on the integration of
habitat and fisheries management and possibly initiate a framework through which the countries can
agree on targets to balance the active fishing capacity and reduce fishing pressure in designated
areas (important habitats, spawning grounds, areas reserved for small-scale fishing, etc.) to match the
availability of resources.

The event is also timely in that it will allow Gulf of Thailand Countries to confirm common priority
areas and to sum up progress made in sub-regional cooperation as a basis for continued reporting to
SEAFDEC, ASEAN (ASWGFi), RPOA-IUU Coordinating Committee, FAO/APFIC as well as to
indicate sub-regional management priorities as an input from Gulf of Thailand countries to upcoming
processes to develop an ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy as discussed during SEAFDEC FCG/ASSP
(Nov 2016).

2. Objectives of the Meeting

- Review the follow up of recommendations from the 5™ Gulf of Thailand Meeting in September
2015 and report on progress of activities since the previous meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-
region, including bilateral dialogue events and the development and implementation of joint
work plans and cooperative agreements (MOAs, etc.).

- Review steps taken to strengthen cooperation on trans-boundary fisheries and habitat
management — options for joint approaches to assess the availability and migration of
Anchovies, Indo-Pacific mackerel (Pla Too), Blue Swimming Crab and related species including
suitable actions for continued work at the sub-regional level with an aim to regulate fishing
effort and conserve fish stocks to the benefit of the people in the area (development of join
management plans).

- explore future expansion of bilateral dialogue e.g. between Malaysia-Cambodia, Malaysia-
Vietnam, Viet Nam-Thailand on monitoring and control of fisheries activities including
combating illegal (IUU) and management of fishing capacity.

- introduce the recently started SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand
Refugia project and to explore options build upon common objectives to strengthen sub-regional
cooperation on the integration of habitat and fisheries management and possibly initiate a
framework through which the countries can agree on targets to balance the active fishing
capacity and reduce fishing pressure in designated areas to match available resources.

- allow Gulf of Thailand Countries to confirm common priority areas and to sum up progress
made in sub-regional cooperation and development of action plans as a basis for reporting to
SEAFDEC, ASEAN (ASWGFi), RPOA-IUU Coordinating Committee, FAO/APFIC — and as a
basis to provide a Gulf of Thailand input to an ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy.

3. Expected Outputs

- Updated progress of the implementation of activities, experiences shared among the countries
and feedback and suggested steps ahead

- Draft Gulf of Thailand Work Plan for 2017 including links to related bilateral and regional Work
Plans (such as the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand Refugia project
and the RPOA-1UU)

- Report of the 6" Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand sub-region including recommendation and
suggested action/work plans

4. Expected Outcomes
- Awareness raised among participating institutions around the Gulf of Thailand on benefits of
regional/sub-regional cooperation and inter-sectoral cooperation to promote appropriate fisheries
and habitat management to achieve sustainable development — including the importance to
include a sub-regional coordination mechanism to the development of an ASEAN Common
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Fisheries Policy;

Commitment further strengthened to continue and expand
cooperation/coordination/collaboration among various sectors and fisheries-related national
agencies;

Improved structure and involvement in the continued implementation of activities in the Gulf of
Thailand by building upon the progress of the implementation of activities so far with
experiences shared among the countries and as relevant build upon existing mechanisms;

Gulf of Thailand countries starts to develop sub-regional action plans (working groups, etc.) as a
follow-up for the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region to the RPOA-Neritic Tuna and the RPOA-Fishing
Capacity as well as joint management plans for anchovies, indo-pacific mackerels and blue
swimming crab (that would also provide a sub-regional basis for inputs to development of an
“ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy”);

The Gulf of Thailand Work Plan for 2017 will be implemented, including links to related
bilateral and regional Work Plans (such as the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF South China Sea and Gulf
of Thailand Refugia project) including the initiation of a framework through which the countries
can agree on targets to balance the active fishing capacity and reduce fishing pressure in
designated areas to match available resources;

Common priority areas confirmed and the Report of the 6" Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-
region is summing-up the progress made in sub-regional cooperation and development of action
plans as a basis for reporting to SEAFDEC, ASEAN (ASWGFi), RPOA-IUU Coordinating
Committee and other coordination mechanisms.
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Annex 4
AGENDA

Opening of the Meeting
Introduction, Objective and Adoption Agenda of Meeting

Review information from previous works of regional initiatives/projects for the Gulf of
Thailand sub-region

Implementation of the Management of Fishing Capacity and Combating illegal (IUU)
and destructive fishing (developments and implementations of NPOA-Capacity; NPOA-
IUU, steps to accede to Port State Measures Agreement, etc.)

Efforts to strengthen monitoring at landing sites, sharing information on fishing vessels
(regional fishing vessel record (RFVR), catch documentation (see also Agenda 7),
inspection of vessel registration and licenses (and crew lists) and other measures to
coordinate monitoring and control of fishing effort, catches and landings “(Port State
Measures”, “Flag State Measures”)

Progress of the implementation of the trans-boundary stocks and habitats and sub-
regional cooperation

Initiation of a framework for common target to balance the active fishing capacity and
reduce fishing pressure in designated areas/habitats in cooperation with the South China
Sea Fisheries Refugia Initiative

ASEAN Catch Document Scheme as relevant to agenda 6.1 and 6.2

Informal Bilateral Discussion on directions and suggestion on technical common issues
to be discussed/plan for 2017

Summary, Recommendations and follow-up actions

Closing of the Meeting
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Annex 5

Review of the Fifth Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region

31




32




Annex 6

The Ninth RPOA-IUU Coordination Committee Meeting (2016) and Update Information from
RPOA-1UU Secretariat
By Mr. Topan R.C. Renyaan
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Annex 7

Progress on Combating 1UU Fishing in Cambodia
By Mr. Pich Sereywath
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B. Planning: Marine IUU Sub-program (2018-2020)

# Project 1: Introducing fishing capacity management
for Cambodian vessels

# Project 2: Strengthen monitoring, control and
surveillance (MCS)

# Project 3: Strengthening the reporting needed for
fishing capacity and resource status assessments

# Project 4: Controlling foreign fishing in Cambodia's
EEZ and port access for foreign vessels

# Project 5: Controlling fishing by Cambodian vessels
outside of Cambodian waters

# Project 6: Developing internationally agreed market
related measures

# Project 7: Capacity development within ASEAN

C. Further Collaboration (3 W)

» Work closely with inter ministry (ies), typically
the Merchant Department (Ministry of Public
and Transport) on the issuing of registration and
license

» Welcomes capacity building relating to IUU,
especially with regard to managing fishing
capacity, registration and licensing, MCS and
international law and obligations

» Would also like to participate in joint patrol
operations in accordance with international
standards and MCS fisheries management.

D. Reporting

» Annually report the progress in implementing
its NPOA-IUU through its FiA line and
PARTNERS

# Biennially report to FAO on the progress
NPOA implementation to prevent, deter and
eliminate IUU fishing

» SEAFDEC/ASEAN ???
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Annex 8

Updates on Management of Fishing Capacity and Efforts to Combat 1UU Fishing of
Malaysia
By Ms. Tengku Balkis binti Tunku Shahar
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Annex 9

Thailand’s Updates on the Management of Fisheries Capacity and Combating 1UU in Thailand
By Dr. Kamonpan Awaiyawanont
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Annex 10

Implementation of the Management of Fishing Capacity and Combating 1UU
in Viet Nam
By Ms. Nguyen Thi Hong Nhung
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Annex 11

Bilateral Dialogues between neighboring countries and Progress on the Review of Laws and
Regulations between Cambodia and Viet Nam
By Ms.Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn
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Annex 12

FAQ’s Role and Initiatives in Supporting Countries to Address 1UU Fishing
By Ms. Cassandra De Young
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Annex 13

SEAFDEC Initiatives on Regional Cooperation Towards Strengthening MSC
By Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon
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Annex 14

Are Seafood Labour Issues Here to Stay?
By Mr. Jason Judd
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Annex 15

Results of the Malaysia-Thailand Survey on Fishing Capacity
By Mr. Kongphathai Saraphaivanich
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Annex 16

Thailand’s Experience and Lessons Learned with Regards to Needs for Trans-boundary
and Sub-regional Cooperation as a Result of the Accession to the PSMA
and the Implementation of PSM
By representative from Thailand
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Annex 17

Development of Joint Management Plan for Anchovy, Indo-Pacific Mackerel and Blue
Swimming Crab (AIB species) in Gulf of Thailand
By Dr. Worawit Wanchana

89




90




91




92




93




94




Annex 18

Management Cooperation for the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region bases on the Results of Stock study of
Tonggol Tuna and Kawakawa
By Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon
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Annex 19

ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS)
By Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon

99




100



101



102



Annex 20

Directions and Recommendations to Indicate GOT Sub-regional Management Priority

(Group 1)
ISSUES/PROBLEMS ON
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
No. b) FISHING DIRECTION/ PRIORITY
a) FISH STOCK & C%APACITY, RECOMMENDATIONS
HABITATS VESSELS, GEAR &
PEOPLE
1. | Lack of capacity and | Overcapacity and a) Capacity building and | a) High
ability for study on Overfishing cooperation with
stock assessment. international organization
/neighboring county
b) Understand stock b) High
status, come up with
reference point, adopt and
implement capacity
management
2. | No zoning system, Limitation/Ineffective | a) Established zoning a) Medium
land and coastline law enforcement system, EIA, coordination
development in
coastal zone (destroy b) Cooperation inter- b) High
habitat) agencies, awareness
program
3. | Encroachment into Lack of human a) Improvement MCS a) High
sea grasses and resources (officers)
mangroves area b) Implement Co- b) Medium
management based,
capacity building of staff,
recruitment of officers
4. | Lack of data (catch, Lack of financial a) Proper planning, a) High
CPUE, biological, Political will
etc.) and information
on AIB species b) Convince to the b) High
government/international
organization to support,
cooperation with private
sectors (FIP: Fisheries
Improvement Project)
5. | Lack of capacity on Destructive fishing a) Conduct the effective a) Medium
MCS for the large gear smaller management area
zoning & closing area
b) Awareness program,
Ban, Fishing license b) Medium

control, Zoning,
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ISSUES/PROBLEMS ON
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

DIRECTION/
No. b) FISHING PRIORITY
a) FISH STOCK & CAPACITY, RECOMMENDATIONS
HABITATS VESSELS, GEAR &
PEOPLE
Increasing punishment,
Promote selective fishing
gear
6. | Multi-species and Insufficient fishers a) More detailed data and | a) High
multi-gear fisheries: | daily income information by species,
difficult to determine | (Banning fishing cooperate & assistant
tools /method for gear) from
management expertise/organization to
measures develop appropriate
method for appropriate
management measures
b) Promote alternative b) High
livelihood
7. | Governance issues Lack of/incomplete a) Integration and a) Medium
(inadequate vessel registration harmonization b) Medium
integration and system (Cambodia) b) Establish the vessel
harmonization) registration system
8 Degradation of fish Conflict between a) Promotion of fisheries | a) High
habitat small-scale and habitat (Establish
commercial scale Refugia)
fisheries b) High
b) Promote E-
EAFM/CBFM practice
9 Inadequate Poor living and safety | a) More study and provide | a) Medium
information/measures | condition onboard scientific information to
on the impact from support for the
destructive fishing management
gear on
critical/vulnerable b) Improve regulation, b) Medium
habitats/benthic Concern on labour on
fishing boat
Trans-boundary issues
10 Double-flag vessels b) Coordination and b) Medium
cooperation with
neighboring countries
11 Disputed area b) Coordination and b) Medium
cooperation with
neighboring countries
12 Landing by foreign b) Coordination and b) Medium
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ISSUES/PROBLEMS ON
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT

DIRECTION/
No. b) FISHING PRIORITY
a) FISH STOCK & CAPACITY, RECOMMENDATIONS
HABITATS VESSELS, GEAR &
PEOPLE
vessels cooperation with
neighboring countries
13 Encroachment by b) Coordination and b) Medium

foreign/neighboring
fishing vessels

cooperation with
neighboring countries,
Awareness Program
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Directions and Recommendations to Indicate GOT Sub-regional Management Priority
(Group 2)

Annex 21

COUNTRY STATUS

REMARKS PRIORITY
SCOPE ISSUE DIRECTION & REGULATION
CAMB. | MAL. | THA. VIE.
(*): Malaysia have More extension/awareness building Declining of
good quality on (4) program to key stakeholders (+ Resources
1) Declining of Yes (1) Yes (**): Viet Nam have budget),
Resources Yes (2) (1)~ coastal conflict on (1) Promote MPA/fishery refugia
RESOURCES 2) Information of stock Yes (3) | Yes (1) Yes (1) Yes (2) including zoning, stock/resource
status Yes (4) Yes (4) Yes (4) enhancement program and strengthen
3) Climate change MCS
4) Postharvest fish Improve the post — harvest fish
handling* handling (particular trawlers)
FAO/TCP fund for fish handling
process improvement
1) Deforestation Strengthen MCS Destruction
2) Destruction gear and Yes (2) Increasing fishery refugia system gear and
HABITAT practices Yes (1) Yes (2) Yes (3) practices
3) Pollution from land
1) Conflict between (*): for law and Platform to discuss between users Conflict
stakeholders Yes (1) regulations Facilitate of stakeholder consultations between
(commercial vs Yes (2)* Yes (1) (**): for scientific by government (Malaysian way; stakeholders
artisanal fishers) Yes (3) Yes (1) Yes survey example from trap vs trawl) (commercial
GOVERNANCE | 2) Lack of budget Yes (5) Yes (4) | Yes(1) (@2)** - Thailand have Facilitation training to resolve the vs artisanal
3) Non - registration FMP, but MCS conflict (FAO) fishers)
fishing vessels insufficient Simplify the registration process
4) Lacking of labour - Malaysia have (FAO), why don’t we just make it as
working MFC action plan simple as possible for ordinary fishers
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COUNTRY STATUS

REMARKS PRIORITY
SCOPE ISSUE DIRECTION & REGULATION
CAMB. | MAL. | THA. VIE.
5) Political will - Cambodia to be accessed?
6) Management plan developing MCS MOU between authority concern
plan (Cambodia)
- Viet Nam have
insufficient MCS
(*): No data, no Understand/selection of appropriate Safety at sea
record of accident at management tools for (refugia, MPA,
1) Increasing sea EAFM, CBFM, etc.)
number of Yes (1) (**): Cambodia have Individual Transferable Quota System
fishers Yes (2) Yes (4) conflict in (3) only in (ITQ System)
2) Coastal zone Yes Yes fishing season However, the increasing of number of
HUMAN RECS development (3)** (5)* - There is no stake fishes still not be solved yet from the
' 3) Stakeholder Yes (5)* holder conflict in group
participation MAL, THA and For safety at sea, recording system for
4) Market access as VIE accident at sea by local police or
yellow card related organizers as coast guard
5) Safety at sea For safety at sea, MOU between
fishery registration system organizer
and insurances company




Annex 22

Summary of Directions and Recommendations to Indicate GOT Sub-Regional Management

Priority

DIRECTION/ RECOMMENDATIONS

ISSUES/PROBLEMS ON
FISHERIES AND HABITAT
MANAGEMENT

FISHING
FISH STOCK & CAPACITY,
HABITATS VESSELS, GEAR &
PEOPLE
Status and trends of # fishing vessels?
shared stock species # types of gears?

(Indian mackerel,
anchovy and neritic tuna

(Tonggol))

# Fishing effort?

- Basic information, review historical data

- (Share information on) fishing vessels registration

- (Share information on) fishing licenses

- Improved use of catch documentation (ACDS) and
traceability systems

- Share fishery data and information for sub-regional
analysis

- Establish specific sub-regional fisheries management
plans

Status and conservation
of coastal and offshore

Impacts from
fisheries related

- Review historical data information
- Determine critical fisheries habitat (spawning, feeding,

habitats 1 activities migration....)
Impacts by fishing - Establish Marine Conservation Area and/or Refugia,
communities MPAs, etc
- Assess habitat restoration needs (mangrove, seagrass,
etc...)
- Develop a sub-regional conservation area (refugia) plan
- Use as applicable satellite image technology
Status and conservation | Impact of oil - Seek coordination and references among agencies and
of coastal and offshore platforms partners (with relevant mandate)
habitats 2 Impact of - Review historical data information

urbanization
Impact of coastal
developments

- Assess impacts on critical habitats and space available
for coastal fisheries
- Use as applicable satellite image technology

Climate variability and
climate trends

Impacts on habitats
Impacts on fisheries
Impacts on
communities

- Review historical data information

- Review oceanographic data

- Simulation of oceanographic features (by relevant
organization)

Laws and regulations

# need improved
legislation?

# need improved
understanding among
neighbors?

- Review fisheries (and related) laws and regulations

- Review institutional responsibilities

- Comparative analysis at bilateral and sub-regional level
- Awareness-building and training on legal matters

Human resources
developments and
capacity building

Capacity building in all areas
- Stock  assessment,
identification
- Habitats and habitat conservation aspects
- Data collection and data handling
- Fishery management concepts
0 Laws and regulations
0 Input-output control

genetics and  species

o EAFM
o Fisheries refugia concept, MPAs,
o Etc.

Social and economic

- Promote and build capacity on alternative livelihood
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ISSUES/PROBLEMS ON
FISHERIES AND HABITAT

MANAGEMENT
FISHING
FISH STOCK & CAPACITY,
HABITATS VESSELS, GEAR &
PEOPLE

DIRECTION/ RECOMMENDATIONS

development
opportunities

opportunities

Promote improved post-harvest handling and (local)
processing

More extension/awareness building programs to key
stakeholders including coordination of efforts

Policy intervention

Strengthen Monitoring Control and Surveillance (MCS)
networks (starting with M and C)

MOU between (sub-regional or bilateral authorities
concerned (safety at sea, labor migrants, control, etc)
Establish Scientific Working Group on priority species
(facilitated by) SEAFDEC

Develop joint and/or coordinated fisheries management
plans for the Gulf of Thailand
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Annex 23
CLOSING REMARKS

By Dr. Kom Silapajarn,
SEAFDEC Secretary-General

Distinguished Guests;

Representatives from Countries in the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region;
Representatives from our Collaborating Partners;

My Colleagues from SEAFDEC;

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Afternoon!

As we have come to the end of our Meeting, | would like to thank the representatives from the
participating countries for providing valuable inputs and active participation during our deliberations.
We have to bear in mind that sincethe Gulf of Thailand is well recognized for its important habitats
and abundance of aquatic resources, it has become necessary to accelerate, integrate and promote
sub-regional and trans-boundary cooperation to properly manage the fishery resources in the Gulf of
Thailand.

We are therefore grateful to all of you for maximizing the momentum to develop a common vision
for the Gulf of Thailand, as a stable safeguard to combat illegal and destructive fishing and integrate
fisheries and habitat management, especially with respect to fishing capacity, vessel registration and
port monitoring. Most importantly, we were also able to come up with the perspective on the
development of sub-regional common policy for the Gulf of Thailand, which could contribute
towards the development of the ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy.

Secondly, | would also like to thank the representatives from other organizations such as UNEP/GEF,
FAO/APFIC, ILO, IUCN/MFF and RPOA-IUU for your very valuable inputs, recommendations and
suggestions.

Lastly, please allow me to thank the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project for enabling SEAFDEC to organize
this Meeting so that the countries in the Gulf of Thailand Sub-Region could strengthen sub-regional
and trans-boundary cooperation for sustainable fisheries development in the Gulf of Thailand. I
would also wish to thank the Meeting Secretariat for their support, technically and administratively,
which contributed considerably to the success of the Meeting.

Considering the success of our three-day Meeting, | now declare this Meeting closed. | wish all of
you safe journey back home to your countries and families.

Thank you!
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