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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
The Eighteenth Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic
1.
Partnership (18 FCG/ASSP) was convened in Manila, Philippines from 26 to 27 November 2015, and was
co-chaired by the representative from Myanmar for the Chairperson of the ASEAN Sectoral Working
Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) and the Acting Secretary-General of SEAFDEC. Attended by
representatives from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries and SEAFDEC officials led by the
Acting Secretary-General, the Meeting reviewed the progress and developments of the programs, projects
and activities under the FCG/ASSP Mechanism, and provided views and recommendations for their
improvement and effective implementation.
2.
On “Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at SEAFDEC Meetings and ASAEN Bodies
Related to Fisheries,” the 18 FCG/ASSP provided recommendations as follows:
-

SEAFDEC should follow-up on the progress in development of the FAO Catch Documentation
Scheme (FAO CDS) and make sure that the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) is
inline with this global initiative. Concern on the need to make ACDS acceptable by the EU
market should also be considered by SEAFDEC in working toward the development of ACDS.

-

Considering that the approach undertaken by the USAID-Oceans project in developing catch
documentation and traceability (CDT) system that would also support ASEAN Member States
(AMSs) in the implementation of ACDS is very significant for the region, this should be carefully
considered by the AMSs.

-

The AMSs should closely collaborate with SEAFDEC in coming up with a common stand in
response to the recommendations of the US Presidential Task Force on Combating IUU Fishing
and Seafood Fraud.

-

The ASEAN Secretariat would closely coordinate and strengthen its cooperation with SEAFDEC
and subsidiary bodies, and continue to facilitate trade among the AMSs in the future.

3.
On the “FCG/ASSP Programs for the Year 2015-2016,” the 18 FCG/ASSP endorsed the
progress and achievements of twenty-two (22) projects implemented under the FCG/ASSP in 2015 and
two (2) new projects proposed for 2016. In addition, for the pipeline project on “Establishment and
Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand”, once
this project is endorsed by the CEO of GEF, the project would also be placed as existing FCG/ASSP
project so that the implementation would commence the soonest time possible.
4.
On the “Progress of the Proposals Implemented under the ASSP,” the 18 FCG/ASSP noted
the progress and provided recommendations as follows:
-

On the “ASEAN-SEAFDEC Cooperation in the Implementation of the ASEAN Integrated Food
Security (AIFS) Framework,” particularly the concept proposals on “Climate Change and Its
Impacts on Fisheries and Aquaculture Adaptation and Mitigation Towards Food Security,”
although the Strategic Plan of Action (SPA) for ASEAN Cooperation on Fisheries 2016-2010 has
been drafted and would be submitted to the ASWGFi, the components on fisheries in the SPA
could also be brought up to the higher level of the ASEAN mechanism.

-

In order that fisheries sector is mainstreamed in the ASEAN mechanism that deals with food
security issues, there is a need to strengthen the cooperation and role of the AMSs in the ASEAN
Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF). In addition, the roles and functions of the ASWGFi need
to also be strengthened, especially in addressing fisheries issues to be recognized by the leaders in
the ASEAN community. Furthermore, SEAFDEC would also come up with new framework
under food security focusing on combating IUU fishing in the region, which will be included in
the discussions and incorporated in the Joint Declaration during the High-level Consultation.

i

-

On the “ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF),” the 23rd Meeting of the ASWGFi
requested that activities under the AFCF would be integrated in the SPA for ASEAN Cooperation
on Fisheries 2016-2020.

-

On the “ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA),” ASA should consider addressing the emerging issues in
shrimp diseases that affect the sustainability of the shrimp culture industry; and expedite the
development of a certification scheme for ASEAN Shrimp GAP by making use of the second
phase of the ASEAN Good Aquaculture Practice (GAqP) led by the Philippines.

-

On the “ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference 2016,” Thailand was requested to issue
the invitation letter as soon as possible to allow the ASEAN and SEAFDEC Member Countries to
make necessary preparations.

-

On the “High-level Consultation on Regional Cooperation in Sustainable Fisheries Development
Toward the ASEAN Economic Community,” the ASEAN Secretariat would facilitate the process
of obtaining endorsement of the Joint Declaration by the 24th Meeting of the ASWGFi, and the
higher-authorities of the ASEAN; and would communicate the Chair of the ASWGFi to include
this concern as one of the agenda during the 24th ASWGFi Meeting. SEAFDEC Secretariat was
also requested to circulate the draft Joint Declaration to the Member Countries the soonest time
possible, to allow the countries adequate time to make comments.

-

On the “Results of the East Asia Summit: Track II Group Report on Enhancing Food Security
through Sustainability Fisheries Management and Marine Environmental Conservation,” as five
principles recommendations reached by the Meeting are in line with activities undertaken under
the ASSP and AFCF frameworks, these should be taken into account in the development of the
respective management plans. SEADEC was also requested to support the implementation of the
management plans, particularly in the implementation of the EAFM.

On “Policy Consideration on International Fisheries-related Issues,” the 18 FCG/ASSP took
5.
note of the progress and provided recommendations as follows:
 CITES issues: Regional implementation support:

-

SEAFDEC and the AMSs were suggested to consider developing a mechanism to control and
protect commercially-exploited aquatic species, such as eels, by certain stage. In addition,
SEAFDEC and AMSs could also consider developing a mechanism to avoid illegal trade of
aquatic species that are not yet listed in the CITES Appendices, which should not only be
applied to countries of origins but also to importing countries.

-

Bigeye tuna might be a candidate species for listing in the CITES Appendices, considering
the declining bigeye tuna resources due to the use of purse seine in association with FADs,
and that restriction of catch by WCPFC and IOTC might not be sufficient for the resources to
recover.

-

The ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries were requested to nominate appropriate persons
who could make decision on the common/coordinated position on CITES-related issues to
attend in the RTC to be organized by SEAFDEC in May 2016. The common-coordinated
position would then be submitted to the SEAFDEC Council by ad referendum, and
subsequent to the 24th ASWGFi Meeting and 12th Meeting of the ASEAN Expert Group on
CITES.

-

In order for fisheries-related matters be included in the agenda of the forthcoming AEGCITES Meeting, the focal points from the AMSs for fisheries should provide inputs to their
respective national CITES Management Authorities. In addition, the Chairperson for
ASWGFi and SEAFDEC would also be invited to the forthcoming AEG-CITES Meeting.

ii

 Combating IUU Fishing

-

On provision of updated information for the database of the “Regional Fishing Vessels
Record for Vessels (RFVR) 24 meter in Length and Over,” Indonesia would exert efforts to
submit relevant data and nominate the national focal point by the end of 2015.

-

The progress of developing the “ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS),” and the
plan for conducting stakeholders’ consultation and trial application of the ACDS were noted.

-

On the “ASEAN Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU
Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain,” SEAFDEC was requested to amend the Guidelines
in response to the recommendation of the SOM-37th AMAF, by deleting “the FAO Port State
Measures Agreement” from Topic 3: Guiding Principle of the Guidelines.

-

On “Regional Cooperation for Implementation of Port State Measures,” SEAFDEC was
requested to find the ways and means of convincing high-level officials to amend relevant
laws of the respective country in order that the implementation of PSM could be pushed
forward. Furthermore, as some countries are still not in the position to ratify the PSM
Agreement, the word “Agreement” should be removed from the concept proposal. In
addition, SEAFDEC was also requested to establish a model or pilot site for PSM
implementation in the AMSs, e.g. in Malaysia.

-

SEAFDEC will organize the Experts Consultation Meeting in January 2016 to discuss the
provisions under the PSM Agreement and identify the possible issues in the Agreement that
require sharing/exchanging of experiences in the ASEAN region, and come up with the
concept proposal for submission to the 48th Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council.

-

SEAFDEC was requested to include concern on the “US Presidential Task Force on
Combating IUU Fishing and Seafood Fraud” under its project on Assistance of Capacity
Building in the Region to Address International Trade-related Issues, and to conduct RTC to
address this concern as soon as possible. The representative from Viet Nam further expressed
the willingness to serve as focal point to provide information on the Task Force to other
AMSs.

-

The final draft RPOA-Capacity developed through the Consultation to be organized
December 2015 would be submitted to the 48th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council and
subsequently to the next AFCF and ASWGFi in 2016 for endorsement.

 Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries in the ASEAN Region

-

The “Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN
Region” was endorsed by the 47th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, and the 23rd Meeting of
ASWGFi, with further notification by the SOM-AMAF in 2015. The progress made by
SEAFDEC in the implementation of the RPOA-Neritic Tunas was noted.

-

The “Regional Policy Recommendations on Conservation and Management of the
Catadromous Eel Resources and Promotion of Sustainable Aquaculture” was endorsed by the
47th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, and noted by the 23rd Meeting of ASWGFi. The
progress made by SEAFDEC in the implementation of the Regional Policy
Recommendations was noted.

-

On the “Policy Recommendations and Strategic Plans of Action for Fisheries Resources
Enhancement Activities in the Southeast Asian Countries,” the “Strategic Plan of Action”
should be changed to “Strategic Plan”, and additional strategic plan on “conduct of resources
monitoring before and after implementation of habitat improvement measures” should also be
added. Furthermore, the Policy and Recommendations and Strategic Plans should be
submitted to the higher authorities of SEAFDEC and ASEAN for consideration and
endorsement.
iii

 Food Safety Issue

-

The final draft of the “Regional Guidelines on Traceability System for Aquaculture Products
in ASEAN Region” should be submitted to the next SEAFDEC Council and the ASWGFi for
consideration and endorsement.

 Other Regional Important Issues

6.

-

On the “Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context
of Food Security and Poverty Eradication,” SEAFDEC should consider developing the
Regional Guidelines on Small-scale Fisheries (RSSF), which should be consistent with the
International Voluntary Guidelines. In this regard, the plan of SEAFDEC to organize an RTC
or Experts Meeting in early of 2016 to discuss the contents and scope of the RSSF was noted.
Furthermore, SEAFDEC was requested to prepare Regional Proposal supporting the
implementation of international guidelines for small-scale fisheries under the framework of
Global Assistant Programme (GAP) to be submitted to the 32nd COFI in 2016.

-

SEAFDEC was requested to develop approach to deal with difficulties faced by countries in
provision of information required by the “FAO Global Record.”

-

The progress on the development of the “FAO Catch Documentation Scheme,” and the plan
of SEAFDEC to seek assistance from the EU to be able to initiate capacity building on
international standards for data sharing were noted.

The Report of the 18th Meeting of FCG/ASSP was adopted on 27 November 2015.
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18th Meeting of Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASSP, 26-27 November 2015

REPORT OF THE EIGHTEENTH MEETING OF FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE GROUP OF
THE ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (FCG/ASSP)
26-27 November 2015, Manila, Philippines
****************************
1.

INTRODUCTION

1.
The Eighteenth Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Strategic Partnership (ASSP) was convened in Manila, Philippines from 26 to 27 November 2015. The
Meeting was organized to discuss the programs and activities under the FCG/ASSP Mechanism
implemented in 2015 and proposed for 2016 which had been endorsed by the SEAFDEC Program
Committee at its Thirty-eighth Meeting on 23-25 November 2015, the progress of other proposals
implemented under the ASSP Framework as well as policy considerations on issues of importance to the
fisheries sector of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries. The Meeting was attended by
representatives from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries and their respective delegations, the
representative from the ASEAN Secretariat, the Acting SEAFDEC Secretary-General, and senior officials
of the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments. The List of Participants appears as Annex 1.
2.
The Meeting was co-chaired by the representative from Myanmar, Dr. Su Myo Thwe on behalf of
the current Chairperson of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) and the Acting
Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Mr. Hajime Kawamura. The Co-chair for the ASEAN welcomed the
participants and thanked SEAFDEC for hosting the Meeting. While emphasizing that the region is on the
important phase of the unification of the ASEAN Economic Community, the Co-chair for the ASEAN
expressed the need to develop policy recommendations on the future directions that should be undertaken
to address pressing issues that have emerged in the region which could impact on the sustainability of
ASEAN fisheries. The FCG/ASSP Meeting is therefore very crucial as it is an opportunity to review and
come up with strategies to support the fisheries activities in the region, and facilitate the integration of
fisheries into the ASEAN Economic Community. After reiterating that it is necessary for the Meeting to
provide guidance and support to the various programs and activities that aim for the sustainable
development of fisheries in the region, she declared the Meeting open. Her Opening Remarks appears as
Annex 2.
2.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

3.

The Agenda which appears as Annex 3 was adopted.

3.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS TO THE DIRECTIVES GIVEN AT SEAFDEC MEETINGS
AND ASEAN BODIES RELATED TO FISHERIES

3.1

Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at the 47th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council and 17th
Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic
Partnership

4.
The follow-up actions undertaken by SEAFDEC in response to the directives of the SEAFDEC
Council during its 47th Meeting on 31 March to 3 April 2015 and those of the Fisheries Consultative
Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP) during its 17th Meeting on 4-5
December 2014, shown as Annex 4 and Annex 5, respectively, were presented to the Meeting by the
representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat. During the discussion, the Meeting provided their observations
and recommendations to improve the development as well as dissemination of the outputs of the programs
under the FCG/ASSP mechanism to the ASEAN Member States (AMSs).
5.
With regard to transfer of aquaculture technologies, the Chief of SEAFDEC/AQD informed the
Meeting that fish farmers and aquaculturists are the important target beneficiaries of AQD’s works, and
results from projects implemented by AQD had been disseminated to these stakeholders through manuals,
training courses and technical assistance programs under the concept of ‘agree-build-operate-transfer’.
1
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6.
On the development of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) to improve
traceability and to combat IUU fishing, the Meeting was informed by the representative from Viet Nam
that FAO will be organizing a regional consultative workshop for Asia and Pacific region in December
2015 in China to develop the FAO Catch Documentation Scheme (FAO CDS) and is planning to organize
two consultations to discuss the inputs for this initiative. In this regard, SEAFDEC was requested to
follow-up the progress of the FAO CDS development and to make sure that the ACDS which SEAFDEC
is developing is in line with this global initiative.
7.
The representatives from Indonesia and Thailand shared the same concern that the ACDS should
be acceptable by the EU market, and requested SEAFDEC to consider this concern in working towards the
development of the ACDS in order to avoid additional burden to the fishing industry of the region, and to
efficiently make use of the funds allocated for the development of ACDS. In this connection, the Meeting
was informed that the ACDS is not meant to replace the EC catch certification, but it is meant to help in
promoting intra-regional trade in a more effective manner, and serve as a tool for ensuring that fish and
fishery products from the region are not derived from IUU fishing activities. Furthermore, while ACDS is
still in its development process, and if the system is ready and could be effectively implemented in
facilitating intra-regional and inter-national trade, then this would be acceptable to fulfill the requirements
of the EU market in the future.
8.
The representative from Viet Nam supported the intention that the ACDS is intended to support
intra-regional trade, as well as facilitate the import of materials from within the AMSs for re-export to the
EU. Nevertheless, countries would still have to comply with other catch documentation schemes required
by importing countries, e.g. those of EU and relevant RFMOs as applicable.
9.
The representative from Japan raised the concern that USAID is now in the process of developing
another catch documentation and traceability (CDT) system, which has been placed under the ASEAN
mechanism through the USAID Oceans and Fisheries Partnership (USAID-Oceans) project under the
FCG/ASSP collaborative program, and requested the AMSs to take note of the initiatives to be developed
under this USAID-Oceans project. The representative from Thailand agreed that the approach undertaken
by the USAID-Oceans project is very significant for the region and should be carefully considered by the
AMSs.
10.
While reiterating that all approaches introduced in the region have the common goal of enhancing
traceability of fish and fishery products not derived from IUU fishing, the representative from SEAFDEC
informed the Meeting that the USAID-Oceans project recognizes the ACDS developed by the AMSs, and
is therefore planning to develop an electronic catch certification system to facilitate the implementation of
the ACDS. In addition, the USAID-Oceans project considers the participation of AMSs in the project
activities important, and thus would consult with each AMS to maximize the benefits that could be gained
by the countries in the region.
11.
The representative from Thailand informed the Meeting that the country has developed its
national CDS to support traceability of fish and fishery products. Considering that the USA is coming up
with another traceability system through the USAID-Oceans project which is linked with the US
Presidential Task Force on Combating IUU Fishing and Seafood Fraud, AMSs should closely collaborate
with SEAFDEC in coming up with a common stand in response to the recommendations of the Task
Force.
12.
The representative from SEAFDEC also informed the Meeting that the USAID-Oceans project
aims to support the AMSs in the implementation of the ACDS through the development of a CDT system
or electronic ACDS. The Project implementation would support the AMSs in enhancing the traceability of
capture fisheries to be aligned with the requirements of the Presidential Task Force on Combating IUU
Fishing and Seafood Fraud.
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3.2

Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at ASEAN Bodies Related to Fisheries during
2015

13.
The representative from the ASEAN Secretariat presented the follow-up actions undertaken by
the ASEAN Secretariat to the directives given at ASEAN Bodies Related to Fisheries from October 2014
to October 2015, which could be grouped into Guidance from the ASEAN Bodies Meetings, e.g. 23rd
ASWGFi, SSOM 36th AMAF; PrepSOM 37th AMAF/37th AMAF; and the ASEAN Vision and Strategic
Plans for ASEAN Cooperation in Food, Agriculture and Forestry (2016-2025). The presentation, which
includes the details of these two categories, appears as Annex 6. The Meeting then provided their
observations and recommendations on the progress of the initiatives of the ASEAN for the benefit of
sustainable fisheries development in the AMSs, especially the Strategic Plans relevant to fisheries.
14.
The Meeting took note of the Vision and Strategic Plan for ASEAN Cooperation in Food,
Agriculture and Forestry (2016-2025) which is aimed at ensuring a competitive, inclusive, resilient and
sustainable Food, Agriculture and Forestry (FAF) sector integrated with the global economy, based on a
single market and production base contributing to food and nutrition security and prosperity in the
ASEAN Community. The Meeting was also informed that the ASEAN Secretariat will closely coordinate
and strengthen cooperation with SEAFDEC and the subsidiary bodies especially, the USAID Oceans and
Fisheries Partnership (USAID-Oceans) project and continue to facilitate trade among the AMSs in the
future.
4.

ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (ASSP) AND FISHERIES
CONSULTATIVE GROUP (FCG) COLLABORATIVE PROGRAMS FOR THE YEAR
2015-2016

4.1

Summary Report on the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) and Fisheries
Consultative Group (FCG) Collaborative Programs for the Years 2015-2016

15.
The representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat informed the Meeting about the collaborative
programs under the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership
(FCG/ASSP) Mechanism for 2015-2016, i.e. 22 projects implemented in 2015 and two new projects to
start in 2016, which were reviewed by the Thirty-eighth Meeting of the Program Committee of the
Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) held in Manila, Philippines from 23 to 25
November 2015. The summarized results and recommendations of the Thirty-eighth Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Program Committee had been summarized (Annex 7) and also submitted to the 18th Meeting
of the FCG/ASSP for consideration and endorsement. The Meeting then endorsed the progress and
achievements of the programs implemented under the FCG/ASSP in 2015 and those proposed for 2016,
and requested SEAFDEC and the AMSs to take into consideration the recommendations of the Meeting in
their respective program plans.
16.
The Meeting took note of the recommendation of the Thirty-eighth Meeting of the SEAFDEC
Program Committee that once the Pipeline Project on “Establishment and Operation of a Regional System
of Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand” is endorsed by the CEO of GEF, the
Project would be placed as an existing project under the FCG/ASSP mechanism so that the
implementation would commence the soonest time possible.
5.

PROGRESS OF THE PROPOSALS IMPLEMENTED UNDER THE ASSP

5.1

ASEAN-SEAFDEC Cooperation in the Implementation of the ASEAN Integrated Food
Security (AIFS) Framework

17.
The Meeting noted the progress and status of the concept proposals developed and proposed by
SEAFDEC and the ASEAN to support the implementation of the ASEAN Integrated Food Security
(AIFS) Framework as reported by the representative from the ASEAN Secretariat (Annex 8).
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Climate Change and Its Impacts on Fisheries and Aquaculture: Adaptation and Mitigation
Towards Food Security

18.
The Meeting shared the view on the need to raise the profile of the fisheries sector and to
strengthen cooperation with the ASEAN. The representative from Viet Nam added that although the
Strategic Plan of Action (SPA) for ASEAN Cooperation on Fisheries 2016-2020 has been drafted and
would be submitted to the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi), the components on
fisheries in the SPA could also be brought up to the higher level of the ASEAN mechanism.
19.
In response, the representative from the ASEAN Secretariat informed the Meeting that efforts
would be made by the ASEAN Secretariat to ensure that the fisheries sector is recognized as an important
sector under the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF). Nevertheless, in order
that the fisheries sector is mainstreamed in the ASEAN mechanism that deals with food security issues,
there is a need to strengthen the cooperation and role of the AMSs in the ASEAN Fisheries Consultative
Forum (AFCF). In addition, there is also a need to strengthen the roles and functions of the ASWGFi,
especially in addressing fisheries issues to be recognized by the leaders in the ASEAN community.
20.
The representative from SEAFDEC also informed the Meeting that although food security is one
of the issues under the ASEAN framework, the fisheries sector is not much highlighted in the framework’s
food security aspect. In this connection, SEAFDEC would come up with new framework under food
security focusing on combating IUU fishing in the region, which will be included in the discussions and
incorporated in the Joint Declaration during the High-level Consultation.
5.2

ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF)

21.
The Meeting took note of the progress of the activities under the AFCF as presented by the
representative from the ASEAN Secretariat (Annex 9). The Meeting was also informed that the progress
of activities undertaken by the AMSs was reported to the 23rd Meeting of the ASWGFi, where it was
requested that the activities under the AFCF would be integrated in the SPA for ASEAN Cooperation on
Fisheries 2016-2020.
5.3

ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA)

22.
The representative from Thailand informed the Meeting on the progress of the activities of the
ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA) which is being coordinated by Thailand as the Lead Country for this
initiative (Annex 10).
23.
While commending Thailand for spearheading the activities of the ASA, especially its role in
creating a mechanism that enhances the profile of the shrimp aquaculture sub-sector in the region, the
representative from Viet Nam suggested that ASA should also consider addressing the emerging issues in
shrimp diseases that affect the sustainability of the shrimp culture industry. In addition, the Meeting was
also informed that the US Presidential Task Force on Combating IUU Fishing and Seafood Fraud includes
regulations which would be effective March 2016 and could lead to the proposal of the Task Force to
include shrimp as “At-Risk Species”. Therefore, these issues and concerns should be addressed during the
next ASA workshop in January 2016, and that the AMSs should join hands in dealing with emerging
issues in shrimp aquaculture.
24.
The representative from Thailand also mentioned that there is a need to expedite the development
of a certification scheme for ASEAN Shrimp GAP by making use of the second phase of the ASEAN
Good Aquaculture Practice (GAqP) which is led by the Philippines. The Chief of AQD added that the
ASEAN GAqP is now being finalized by the Philippines for submission to the ASEAN.
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5.4

Others

5.4.1

ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference and Exposition 2016: ASEAN Seafood for
the World

25.
The representative from Thailand informed the Meeting on the progress of the arrangements of
the ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference and Exposition 2016: ASEAN Seafood for the World
which will be organized in Bangkok, Thailand on 4-6 August 2016 (Annex 11). In this connection,
Thailand was requested to issue the invitation letters as soon as possible to allow the ASEAN and
SEAFDEC Member Countries to make the necessary preparations.
26.
The Meeting was also informed that Thailand would support the participation of two
representatives from the AMSs and provide two standard booths (3x3m) for each AMS.
5.4.2

Preparation for the High-Level Consultation on Regional Cooperation in Sustainable
Fisheries Development Towards the ASEAN Economic Community: Combating IUU
Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products

27.
The Meeting took note of the plans and progress of the preparation of the High-level Consultation
on Regional Cooperation in Sustainable Fisheries Development Towards the ASEAN Economic
Community: Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery
Products (Annex 12) scheduled on 3 August 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand, as presented by the
representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. In addition, the Meeting was informed that the Concept
Note for the High-level Consultation was submitted and supported by the 47th Meeting of the SEAFDEC
Council and the 23rd Meeting of the ASWGFi. The Meeting also noted the plans of SEAFDEC,
particularly regarding the preparation of the Draft Joint Declaration, which was discussed during the 38th
Meeting of the SEAFDEC Program Committee, the recommendations of which were also provided during
this Meeting.
28.
While noting the concern expressed by the representative from Brunei Darussalam on the time
required for endorsement of the Joint Declaration by the high-level authority of the country, the
representative from the ASEAN Secretariat assured the Meeting that the ASEAN Secretariat would
facilitate the process of obtaining the endorsement of the Joint Declaration. Nevertheless, the SEAFDEC
Secretariat was requested to send the draft Joint Declaration to the ASEAN Secretariat in order that this
could be tabled for consideration by the 24th Meeting of the ASWGFi, and the higher-authorities of the
ASEAN as appropriate. The ASEAN Secretariat would communicate with the Chair of the ASWGFi to
include this concern as one of the agenda during the 24th ASWGFi Meeting.
29.
Sharing the same concern as that of Brunei Darussalam, the representative from Indonesia also
requested the SEAFDEC Secretariat to circulate the draft Joint Declaration to the Member Countries the
soonest time possible, to allow the countries adequate time to make comments. The quick response from
the countries would also give the SEAFDEC Secretariat enough time to revise the draft Joint Declaration.
This way, the countries could also assist in facilitating the endorsement of the Joint Declaration, for
consideration by the SEAFDEC Council and the ASWGFi.
5.4.3

Results from East Asia Summit: Track II Study Group Report on Enhancing Food Security
through Sustainability Fisheries Management and Marine Environmental Conservation

30.
The representative from Brunei Darussalam informed the Meeting about the results of the East
Asia Summit (EAS) based on the Track II Study Group Report on Enhancing Food Security through
Sustainability Fisheries Management and Marine Environmental Conservation (Annex 13) which was
undertaken in response to the recommendations and commitment of the EAS Leaders.
31.
The Meeting noted that during the discussions by the Track II Study Group on the issue of
enhancing food security through sustainable fisheries management and marine environmental
conservation, five principle recommendations were reached. The Meeting viewed that the five
recommendations are also in line with activities undertaken under ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic
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Partnership and AFCF frameworks, and requested that these should be taken into account in the
development of management plans. Furthermore SEAFDEC was also requested to support the
implementation of the management plans, particularly in the implementation of the EAFM.
6.

POLICY CONSIDERATION ON INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES-RELATED ISSUES

6.1

CITES Issues: Regional Implementation Support

32.
The Meeting noted the Regional Implementation Support in addressing CITES-related issues
(Annex 14) which was presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. In particular, the
Meeting was informed on the progress made by SEAFDEC in addressing CITES-related issues, including
the latest information on the proposals for listing of commercially-exploited aquatic species in the CITES
Appendices at the 17th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties of CITES (CITES COP-17) to be held in
South Africa from 24 September to 5 October 2016.
33.
With regards to some species proposed for listing under the CITES Appendices such as eels, the
representative from Indonesia informed the Meeting that Indonesia has established measures for
protecting the species only at certain stage, e.g. prohibiting the export of juvenile eels. Therefore,
Indonesia suggested SEAFDEC and the AMSs to also consider developing a mechanism to control and
protect commercially-exploited aquatic species by certain stage, although this would also depend on the
degree or level of being threatened.
34.
The representative from Japan also informed the Meeting that although Indonesia has
implemented measures to regulate trade of juvenile eels, environmental groups such as TRAFFIC and
WWF have already disseminated the information on illegal trade of juvenile eels from Indonesia and
Philippines, which deteriorated the initiatives for sustainable management of the eel resources. In response
to the representative from Japan, the representative from Indonesia suggested that SEAFDEC and AMSs
could consider developing a mechanism to avoid illegal trade of threatened aquatic species that are not yet
listed in the CITES Appendices, which should not only be applied to countries of origins but also to
importing countries. The representative from Japan also shared the information about the declining bigeye
tuna resources due to the use of purse seine in association with FADs. The environmental groups also
pointed out that restriction of catch by WCPFC and IOTC might not be sufficient for bigeye tuna
resources to recover, therefore bigeye tuna might also be a candidate species for listing in the CITES
Appendices.
35.
In response to the query of the representative from Viet Nam about the mechanism to establish
common/coordinated position among the AMSs on CITES-related issues, it was clarified that after the
deadline for submission of proposals for listing in CITES Appendices in April 2016, SEAFDEC will
convene an Experts Group Meeting to come up with technical and/or policy recommendations on the
species proposed for listing in the CITES Appendices. This would be followed by the RTC in May 2016
to adopt the policy recommendations of the Experts Group Meeting and come up with coordinated
position which would be submitted for endorsement by the SEAFDEC Council by ad referendum, and
subsequently to the 24th Meeting of ASWGFi and the 12th Meeting of ASEAN Experts Group on CITES
(AEG-CITES). Such coordinated positions would be submitted to the SOM-AMAF for consideration and
endorsement as the ASEAN Common Position to be reflected at the CITES COP-17.
36.
The Meeting took note of the request from SEAFDEC for countries to nominate appropriate
persons who could make decisions on the common/coordinated positions, to attend in the RTC to be
organized by SEAFDEC in May 2016.
37.
In response to the request of the representative from Viet Nam for the inclusion of fisheriesrelated matters in the agenda during the forthcoming AEG-CITES Meeting, the representative from the
ASEAN Secretariat suggested that the respective countries should provide inputs to the national CITES
Management Authorities in their respective countries for them to be aware of the fisheries-related issues to
be discussed during the 12th AEG-CITES Meeting in Cambodia or Indonesia in 2016. It is therefore
necessary that the focal points from the AMSs for fisheries should provide information to their respective
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national CITES Management Authorities. He added that the Chairperson for ASWGFi and SEAFDEC
will be invited to the forthcoming AEG-CITES Meeting by the host country.
6.2

Combating IUU Fishing
6.2.1

Regional Fishing Vessels Record for Vessels 24 m in Length and Over

38.
The Meeting noted the Executive Report on Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) - a Tool to
Combat the IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region presented by the representative from TD. The Report
included the recommendations from the 47th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, and Policy
Recommendations, Strategies and Way Forward from the Regional Technical Consultation organized in
June 2015 (Annex 15).
39.
While commending SEAFDEC for its efforts in developing the RFVR Database, the
representative from Indonesia expressed regrets that the country at this moment has not yet provided the
updated information for the RFVR Database in view of the organizational changes within the Ministry of
Marine Affairs and Fisheries including re-assignments of personnel in charge and the focal points.
However, efforts would be exerted in order that the country would push forward with the submission of
relevant data and the nomination of the national focal point by the end of 2015.
6.2.2

ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme

40.
The Meeting took note of the progress of developing the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme
(ACDS), stakeholders’ consultation and future plan for trial application of the ACDS (Annex 16), which
was presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.
6.2.3

ASEAN Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing
Activities into the Supply Chain

41.
The Meeting was informed by the representative from MFRDMD about the development of the
ASEAN Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into
the Supply Chain which was endorsed by the 47th Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, and supported by
the 23rd Meeting of the ASWGFi before subsequent endorsement by the SOM-37th AMAF in 2015. While
expressing, their support to the ASEAN Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products
from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain (Annex 17) as it is a tool to combat IUU fishing in the
region, the Meeting agreed to promote the implementation of the Guidelines in the region.
42.
The representative from Viet Nam recalled the decision made during the SOM-37th AMAF that
the Guidelines should be amended by deleting “the FAO Port State Measures Agreement” from Topic 3:
Guiding Principle of the Guidelines. While noting that the ASEAN Secretariat has already amended the
Guidelines and uploaded the Guidelines on its website, SEAFDEC was also asked to amend the
Guidelines accordingly in response to the recommendation of the SOM-37th AMAF.
6.2.4

Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Port State Measures

43.
The Meeting took note of the proposed work plan for the development of the regional cooperation
to support the implementation of Port State Measures (PSM) (Annex 18) as presented by the
representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The Meeting also noted that the PSM Agreement had been
globally harmonized as a legally binding instrument since 2009 and aimed at preventing illegally caught
fish from entering international markets through ports.
44.
During the discussion, the representative from Viet Nam expressed the concern that Viet Nam
needs to revise its laws as the country does not have legal framework on this matter which is a challenge
to get approval to ratify the PSM Agreement. In this regard, SEAFDEC was asked to focus not only on the
RTC on PSM but also to find the ways and means of convincing high level officials to amend the laws
otherwise it will not be possible to go any further.
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45.
The representative from Malaysia supported the activities as proposed by SEAFDEC and
suggested to remove “Agreement” from “Port State Measures Agreement” in the concept proposal (Para 3
and 4) because some countries are still not in the position to ratify the Agreement. In addition, SEAFDEC
was requested to establish a model or pilot site for PSM implementation in the AMSs, and Malaysia had
offered a potential pilot site in Malaysia for this purpose.
46.
The representative from the Philippines clarified that the Philippines is in the same situation as
Malaysia and is now in the final process of ratification the PSMA. However, the Philippines had
developed and implemented transshipment port measures for foreign deep-sea fishing vessels in Davao
and General Santos, which could be shared with the other AMSs.
47.
The representative from SEAFDEC pointed out that the Regional Cooperation to Support the
Implementation of PSM is not meant to ask countries to ratify the PSMA but to prevent the entry of fish
and fishery products from IUU fishing into the supply chain. In this regard, SEAFDEC plans to conduct
the Expert Consultation Meeting to consider this aspect and the Member Countries were requested to send
appropriate experts to attend this consultation.
48.
While appreciating the attempts of SEAFDEC to implement the initiatives related to combating
IUU fishing, concern was raised by the representative from Viet Nam on the US Presidential Task Force
on Combating IUU Fishing and Seafood Fraud which had already issued the list of species at risk
including shrimps. In this connection, the representative from Thailand requested SEAFDEC to include
this concern under its project on Assistance of Capacity Building in the Region to Address International
Trade-related Issues and to conduct Regional Technical Consultation to address this concern as soon as
possible.
49.
The representatives from Japan and Philippines supported the proposal of Thailand for
SEAFDEC to conduct the Consultation to discuss issues related to the US Presidential Task Force on
Combating IUU Fishing and Seafood Fraud. The representative from Viet Nam also expressed the
willingness to serve as focal point to provide information on the Task Force to the other AMSs.
50.
After providing information on the intention of SEAFDEC to promote the Regional Cooperation
for Implementation of the Port State Measures, the representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat informed
the Meeting that the Expert Consultation proposed to be organized in January 2016 would also include the
provisions under the PSM Agreement and identify the possible issues in the Agreement that require
sharing/exchanging of experiences in the ASEAN region before submitting the concept proposal to
address such issues to the 48th Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council.
6.2.5

Regional Plan of Action for Managing Fishing Capacity

51.
The Meeting noted the progress on the development of the Regional Plan of Action for Managing
Capacity (RPOA-Capacity) (Annex 19) which was presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC
Secretariat. The Meeting was also informed that SEAFDEC will organize the 2nd RTC to finalize the Draft
of RPOA-Capacity on 15-17 December 2015 in Phuket, Thailand. It is expected that the final draft of the
RPOA-Capacity will be submitted to the 48th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in 2016 for consideration
and approval, and subsequently to the next meetings of the AFCF and ASWGFi in 2016 for endorsement.
52.
While appreciating the efforts of SEAFDEC in developing the zero draft RPOA-Capacity, the
representative from Malaysia, as the Lead Country for this initiative, expressed the appreciation to
SEAFDEC and also supported the said development. Since Malaysia had already formulated its second
version of NPOA-Capacity for 2014-2018, the representative from Malaysia expressed the willingness to
share the NPOA-Capacity to other AMSs.
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6.3

Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries in ASEAN Region
6.3.1

Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN Region

53.
While noting that the Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the
ASEAN Region (RPOA-Neritic Tunas) had already been endorsed by the 47th Meeting of the SEAFDEC
Council and the 23rd Meeting of ASWGFi, with further notification by the SOM-AMAF in 2015, the
Meeting took note on the progress made by SEAFDEC in the implementation of RPOA-Neritic Tunas as
summarized in Annex 20, as reported by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.
6.3.2

Conservation and Management of the Catadromous Eel Resources and Promotion of
Sustainable Aquaculture in Southeast Asia

54.
The Meeting took note of the Regional Policy Recommendations on Conservation and
Management of the Catadromous Eel Resources and Promotion of Sustainable Aquaculture in Southeast
Asia, which was endorsed by the 47th Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council and noted by the 23rd Meeting of
ASWGFi. The Meeting also noted the progress made by SEAFDEC in the implementation of the Regional
Policy Recommendations which are summarized in Annex 21, and presented to the Meeting by the
representative from IFRDMD.
6.3.3

Policy Recommendations and Strategic Plans of Action for Fishery Resources
Enhancement in the Southeast Asian Countries

55.
The Meeting noted the Policy Recommendations and Strategic Plans of Action for Fisheries
Resources Enhancement Activities in the Southeast Asian Countries (Annex 22) summarized by the
representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The representative from Viet Nam, however, suggested
that “Strategic Plan of Action” should be changed to “Strategic Plan”. The Meeting was also of the view
that in order to enhance the effective implementation of Artificial Reefs (ARs) deployment, additional
strategic plan should be added, i.e. “Conduct of resources monitoring before and after implementation of
habitat improvement measures, e.g. ARs”.
56.
The Meeting agreed that the Policy Recommendations and Strategic Plans accommodating the
comments from this Meeting should be submitted to the higher authorities of SEAFDEC and ASEAN for
consideration and endorsement.
6.4

Food Safety Issues
6.4.1

Regional Guidelines on Traceability System for Aquaculture Products in the ASEAN
Region

57.
The Meeting took note of the final draft of the Regional Guidelines on Traceability System for
Aquaculture Products in the ASEAN Region (Annex 23) presented by the representative from MFRD, and
agreed to submit the draft to the next SEAFDEC Council Meeting and the ASWGFi for consideration and
endorsement.
6.5

Other Regional Important Issues
6.5.1

Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries and Way Forward
for the Southeast Asian Region

58.
The Meeting noted the development of the zero draft Regional Plan of Action for Securing
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries (RPOA-SSF) which has been discussed in Bali, Indonesia on 24-27
August 2015 (Annex 24) which was presented by the representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat.
Nevertheless, since the 38th Program Committee suggested that SEAFDEC should consider developing the
Regional Guidelines on Small-scale Fisheries instead, the Meeting provided observations and
recommendations on the way forward to develop the Regional Guidelines which should be consistent with
the international Voluntary Guidelines.
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59.
In response to the query of the representative from Indonesia on whether small-scale fisheries
could be distinguished from artisanal fisheries which would be different in each country, the
representative from SEAFDEC clarified that the issues on the terminologies/categories of small-scale
fisheries which are target beneficiaries of the Guidelines will be identified and discussed at the RTC on
Regional Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries (RSSF) during the drafting process.
60.
The representative from Viet Nam requested SEAFDEC to prepare a Regional Proposal
supporting the implementation of international guidelines for small-scale fisheries under the framework of
Global Assistant Programme (GAP) to be submitted to the 32nd COFI in 2016.
61.
After the discussion, the Meeting was informed that SEAFDEC is planning to organize a
Regional Technical Consultation or Experts Meeting to discuss the contents and scope of the RSSF in
early 2016.
6.5.2

FAO Global Record

62.
The Meeting took note of the status of the FAO Global Record especially the recommendations
made at the first Meeting of the Global Record Informal Open-Ended Technical and Advisory Working
Group held in Rome on 23-25 February 2015 (Annex 25), which was presented by the representative from
the SEAFDEC Secretariat.
63.
Considering the number of vessels in Indonesia where about 1,600 vessels would be involved in
the global record, the representative from Indonesia expressed the apprehension that the country might not
be able to provide information for the global record. Considering that the FAO Global Record requires
information on “vessel owner”, the difficulty of Indonesia in obtaining such information was noted by the
Meeting, especially when vessels had been handed-over for many times; and SEAFDEC was requested to
develop the approach to deal with this kind of problem.
6.5.3

FAO Catch Documentation Schemes (CDS)

64.
The Meeting took note of the progress on the development of the FAO Catch Documentation
Scheme (Annex 26), which was briefly presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.
The Meeting also noted that SEAFDEC is planning to seek assistance from the EU to be able to initiate
capacity building on international standards for data sharing.
7.

ADOPTION OF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORT OF THE MEETING

65.
The Meeting adopted the Report of the 18th Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of
the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) on 27 November 2015.
66.
The results of the Meeting will be submitted to the higher authorities of the ASEAN and
SEAFDEC for consideration and appropriate action.
8.

CLOSING OF THE MEETING

67.
The Co-chairperson for SEAFDEC thanked the cooperation of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member
Countries during the Meeting especially for their constructive comments and suggestions as well as policy
recommendations on several aspects especially with regards to the progress of implementation and
development of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC regional programs. He also expressed his appreciation to
SEAFDEC/AQD for the excellent arrangements of the Meeting, and then declared the Meeting closed. His
Closing Remarks appears as Annex 27.
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BRUNEI DARUSSALAM
Ranimah A. Wahab (Mrs.)
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director and
SEAFDEC National Coordinator for Brunei
Darussalam, and Acting Deputy Director of
Fisheries

Department of Fisheries
Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism
Muara Fisheries Complex,
Simpang 287-53
Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa
Muara BT1728, Brunei Darussalam
Tel: +673 2772787
Fax: +673 2771063/2770065
E-mail: ranimah.wahab@gmail.com

Munah Haji Lampoh (Mrs.)
Senior Fisheries Officer

Department of Fisheries
Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism
Muara Fisheries Complex,
Simpang 287-53
Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa
BT1728, Brunei Darussalam
Tel: +673 2770066 to 67
Fax: +673 2771063
E-mail: munahlampoh@gmail.com,
munah.lampoh@fisheries.gov.bn
CAMBODIA

Dr. Em Puthy
Deputy Director of Department of Planning,
Finance and International Cooperation and
SEAFDEC National Coordinator for Cambodia

Fisheries Administration, Cambodia
#186 Preah Norodom Blvd.
Chamcar Mon, P.O. Box 582,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: +855 16850003
E-mail: emputhy@yahoo.com,
drputhy@gmail.com

INDONESIA
Dr. Achmad Poernomo
Senior Advisor to the Minister on Public Policy,
and SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for
Indonesia

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
(MMAF)
Jl. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16
Gedung Mina Bahari Building I, 1 st Floor
Jakarta 10110, Indonesia
Tel: +6221 3519070 ext. 1732
Fax: +6221 3864293
E-mail: achpoer@yahoo.com

Aniza Suspita (Mrs.)
Assistant Deputy Director for ASEAN
Cooperations

Bureau of Cooperations and Public Relations
Secretariat General
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
(MMAF)
Jl. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16
Gedung Mina Bahari IV, 3 rd Floor
Jakarta 10110, Indonesia
Tel: +6221 3519070 ext. 7126
E-mail: asuspita@yahoo.com
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Policy Analyst for United Nations
Organizations Cooperations

Bureau of Cooperations and Public Relations
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
(MMAF)
Jl. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16
Gedung Mina Bahari IV,
Jakarta 10110, Indonesia
Tel: +6221 3519070 ext. 7126, +62811936117
E-mail: seroja.lola@gmail.com

Sere Alina Tampubolon (Mrs.)
Government of Indonesia

Ministry of Marine Affairs & Fisheries
JL. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16
Jakarta Pusat, Indonesia
Tel: 62 82111111957
Fax: 62 21 3523152
E-mail: serealinat@yahoo.com

Siti Matoya (Mrs.)
Government of Indonesia

Ministry of Marine Affairs & Fisheries
JL. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16
Jakarta Pusat, Indonesia
Tel: +62 8111887482
Fax: +62 21 3523152
E-mail: toya_surveillancepatrol@yahoo.com
JAPAN

Hidenao Watanabe
Director, Overseas Fisheries Cooperation
Office, International Affairs Division

Fisheries Agency of Japan
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo, Japan
Tel: +81 3 35038971
Fax: +81 3 35020571
E-mail: Hidenao_watanabe@nm.maff.go.jp

Jiro Hyugaji
Assistant Director, Overseas Fisheries
Cooperation Office, International Affairs
Division, and SEAFDEC National Coordinator
for Japan

Fisheries Agency of Japan
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo, Japan
Tel: +81 3 67442367
Fax: +81 3 35020571
E-mail: jiro_hyugaji@nm.maff.go.jp

LAO PDR
Bounthong Saphakdy
Deputy Director General, and SEAFDEC
Alternate Council Director for Lao PDR

Department of Livestock and Fisheries
P.O. Box 6644, Vientiane 01000
Lao PDR
Tel: + 856 21 215243
Fax: +856 21 215141
E-mail: saphakdy@yahoo.com

Akhane Phomsouvanh
Deputy Director of Fisheries Division and
SEAFDEC National Coordinator for Lao PDR

Division of Fisheries
Department of Livestock and Fisheries
P.O. Box 6644, Vientiane 01000
Lao PDR
Tel/Fax: +856 21 217869
E-mail: akhane@live.com
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MALAYSIA
Ahmad Hazizi bin Aziz
Director of Planning and Development
Division, and SEAFDEC National Coordinator
for Malaysia

Planning and Development Division
Department of Fisheries Malaysia
Level 2 Tower, Block 4G2, Wisma Tani, Precinct
4, Federal Government
Administrative Centre 62628,
Putrajaya, Malaysia
Tel: +603 88704208, +60 132 079890
Fax: +603 88891195
E-mail: ziziawaameen@yahoo.com,
ahazizi@dof.gov.my

Raja Yana Maleessa binti Raja Haroon
Arashid (Mrs.)
Fisheries Officer

International Section
Planning and Development Division
Department of Fisheries Malaysia
2 nd Floor Tower, Block 4G2, Wisma Tani
Precinct 4, Federal Government
Administrative Centre 62628,
Putrajaya, Malaysia
Tel: +60 388 704379, +60 192 102113
Fax: +60 388 891195
E-mail: ryanamel@gmail.com,
rajayana@dof.gov.my
MYANMAR
Research & Development Division,
Department of Fisheries,
Ministry of Livestock, Fisheries & Rural
Development
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
Tel & Fax: +951 450430
E-mail: smyothwe@gmail.com

Dr. Su Myo Thwe (Ms.)
Deputy Director, Analytical Laboratory
(Official Analysis)
Fish Inspection & Quality Control Section

PHILIPPINES
Dr. Alma C. Dickson (Mrs.)
Chief of National Marine Fisheries Development
Center

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
PCA Building, Elliptical Road
Quezon City, Philippines
Tel: +632 9296668, 632 9178350884
E-mail: alma_dickson@yahoo.com

Rafael V. Ramiscal
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Annex 2
OPENING REMARKS
By Dr. Su Myo Thwe
Co-chair for the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries
Distinguished delegates from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries and the ASEAN Secretariat,
SEAFDEC Senior Officials,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Good Morning to all of you, especially to my Co-chair for SEAFDEC and to our distinguished
representative from the ASEAN Secretariat.
First of all, please allow me, on behalf of the current Chairperson of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group
on Fisheries, to welcome you all to this Eighteenth Meeting of the FCG/ASSP. It is however, unfortunate
that the current Chairperson of ASWGFi, Mr. Khin Maung Maw, Director-General of Department of
Fisheries, Ministry of Livestock, Fisheries and Rural Development could not attend this Meeting due to
some equally important commitments in our country that he cannot afford to miss. However, he extends
his greetings to all of you and also his wishes for a successful meeting. I am therefore here to represent
him as the current Chair of ASWGFi, and to represent my country to this Meeting. As this is my first time
to attend the FCG/ASSP Meeting, I hope my Co-chair for SEAFDEC would provide me with assistance
and guidance which I am really in dire need of.
Ladies and Gentlemen, we are gathered in this FCG/ASSP Meeting to discuss many important issues,
especially now that we are already in the threshold of the unification of the ASEAN Economic
Community. Therefore, in addition to the discussion on the programs and activities implemented under the
FCG/ASSP Mechanism in 2015 and those planned for 2016 and beyond, we would also need to provide
policy recommendations on the future directions and actions that should be undertaken to address many
pressing issues that have emerged in our region which could impact on the sustainability of ASEAN
fisheries.
Nevertheless, Myanmar is indeed happy to learn about the results of the regional programs that SEAFDEC
has been undertaking in our region, as the technical arm of the ASEAN on fisheries development. The
implementation of such programs which has been made possible through the FCG/ASSP Mechanism
constitutes the ways and means of addressing the priority fisheries issues that many countries in our region
have encountered while aiming towards sustainability.
The FCG/ASSP Meeting is therefore very crucial for this gives us the opportunity to review the issues and
come up with policy recommendations supporting the fisheries activities in our region. In some ways, we
could also help in the integration of fisheries into the ASEAN Economic Community.
Another concern that we need to address at this Meeting is on how we could support the High-level
Consultation that focuses on Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish
and Fishery Products to be convened in August 2016. Our support as well as our views on how we could
formulate the Draft Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration which is the main output of the Consultation, is
very vital for the sustainability of fisheries in our region. I therefore hope that we are all prepared to
deliberate on this aspect during our Meeting sessions.
At this juncture, please allow me on behalf of the Chair of the ASWGFi and on behalf of my country, to
thank the Aquaculture Department of SEAFDEC for hosting this FCG/ASSP Meeting.
Thank you very much, and with that note Ladies and Gentlemen, let me declare this Meeting open.
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Annex 3
AGENDA
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Agenda 3: Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at SEAFDEC Meetings and ASEAN Bodies
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17th Meeting of Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic
Partnership
3.2 Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at ASEAN Bodies Related to Fisheries during
2015
Agenda 4: ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) and Fisheries Consultative Group
(FCG) Collaborative Programs for the Year 2015-2016
4.1 Summary Report on the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) and Fisheries
Consultative Group (FCG) Collaborative Programs for the Year 2015-2016
Agenda 5: Progress of the Proposals Implemented under the ASSP
5.1 ASEAN-SEAFDEC Cooperation in the Implementation of the ASEAN Integrated Food
Security (AIFS) Framework

Climate Change and Its Impacts on Fisheries and Aquaculture: Adaptation and
Mitigation Towards Food Security
5.2 ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF)
5.3 ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA)
5.4 Others
5.4.1 ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference and Exposition 2016: ASEAN
Seafood for the World
5.4.2 Preparation for the High-Level Consultation on Regional Cooperation in
Sustainable Fisheries Development Towards the ASEAN Economic
Community: Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of
ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products
5.4.3 Results from East Asia Summit: Track II Study Group Report on Enhancing
Food Security Through Sustainability Fisheries Management and Marine
Environmental Conservation
Agenda 6: Policy Considerations on International Fisheries-related Issues
6.1 CITES Issues: Regional Implementation Support
6.2 Combating IUU Fishing
6.2.1 Regional Fishing Vessels Record for Vessels 24 m in Length and Over
6.2.2 ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme
6.2.3 ASEAN Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU
Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain
6.2.4 Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Port State Measures
6.2.5 Regional Plan of Action for Managing Fishing Capacity
6.3 Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries in ASEAN Region
6.3.1 RPOA for Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in ASEAN Region
6.3.2 Conservation and Management of Catadromous Eel Resources and Promotion of
Sustainable Aquaculture in Southeast Asia
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6.3.3

Policy Recommendations and Strategic Plans of Action for Fishery Resources
Enhancement in the Southeast Asian Countries
6.4 Food Safety Issues
6.4.1 Regional Guidelines on Traceability System for Aquaculture Products
6.5 Others Regional Important Issues
6.5.1 International Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries and
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Annex 4
FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS TO THE DIRECTIVES GIVEN AT THE 47TH MEETING OF THE SEAFDEC COUNCIL
Para

Types of
Recommendation
Program Priority

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

25

Combating IUU:
SEC in collaboration with MFRDMD & TD: is developing several management
tools to support in combating IUU Fishing through regional collaborations such
as:
- ASEAN Guidelines for preventing the entry of fish and fishery products from
IUU fishing activities to the supply chains;
- Establish the RFVR of vessels 24m in length and over as a management tool;
- Develop ASEAN Catch Documentation Schemes (ACDS) to improve
traceability and combating IUU fishing;
- Develop RPOA-Capacity for sub-regional, regional and national management
on fishing capacity;
- Promote the Regional cooperation on implementing Port State Measures
Agreement for ASEAN region.
IMTA (Integrated Multi-Trophic Aquaculture): AQD:
The potential applications of income-generating and eco-friendly culture
technologies such as the IMTA in milkfish mariculture is presently being
evaluated by AQD through a JIRCAS-funded survey of milkfish cage and pen
owners in three regional sites in the Philippines.
EAFM:
- TD conducted two national training courses on E-EAFM for DOF/TH, 1st
Batch from 22 to 27 June, 2015 and 2 nd Batch from 6 to11July, 2015;
- TD conducted some regional training courses on E-EAFM and Fishery
Extension Methodologies for Member Countries in September 2015;
- SEAFDEC will develop the Strategy on Promotion of the EAFM in the
ASEAN Region
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Responsible
Department
II. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
1. The Council Director for Indonesia
21
AQD,
reiterated that more efforts should
TD,
be made by SEAFDEC in
IFRDMD
combating IUU fishing; promoting
the Ecosystem Approach to
Fisheries Management (EAFM);
implementing integrated multitrophic aquaculture (IMTA)
technologies; and developing the
inland fisheries starting with
conservation of eel resources and
subsequently in small-scale inland
fisheries management.
Issues

Para

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

26
2.

The Council Director for Lao PDR
requested SEAFDEC to continue
providing technical assistance to
Lao PDR especially in
implementing capacity building
activities on inland fisheries
management.

25

IFRDMD, TD

Capacity Building

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
Conservation of Eel:
- The policy recommendations developed by IFRDMD and SEC were
endorsed by 23ASWGFi; SEAFDEC will monitor and continue working on
the assessment of eel resources distributed in the region. Tentatively, a first
workshop will be organized in 2016 to bring together the updated
information of eel resources in the region.
Inland Fisheries Management:
- IFRDMD plans to conduct a Kick-off workshop related to the Strategic work
plan for promotion the sustainable inland fisheries management, as well as
officially opening the new IFRDMD office in Palembang, Indonesia;
- IFRDMD has started their studies both on 1) Enhancement of sustainability
of catadromous eel resources, and 2) promotion of responsible utilization of
inland fisheries resources, following their Program of Activities;
- IFRDMD is also proceeding to collaborative research activities with other
departments and the authorities of the Member Countries.
IFRDMD (Refer to the response for Para-21)
Capacity building is one of the important issues on Program of Activities of
IFRDMD;
- IFRDMD considers accommodating future activities related to inland
fisheries in their programs;
- IFRDMD will start collaborative studies with TD for the fisheries
management of inland fisheries in Lao PDR and the other Member Countries.
TD
TD is requested to collaborate with IFRDMD on any programs related to Inland
Fisheries Management such as:
- CFTD is developing a proposal for a survey of fishing gear in Lao PDR in
2016;
- TD conducted a Training of Trainer (TOT) on Effective Implementation and
Extension of the Co-management and CBFM in Lao PDR, 27-30 April 2015
which is under the Project of Enhancing the Compilation and Utilization of
Fishery Statistics and Information for Sustainable Development and
Management of Fisheries in the Southeast Asian Region.
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Issues

Issues
3.

27
5.

26

27

Responsible
Department
SEC
(IPC)

Types of
Recommendation
Program
Management

AQD

Dissemination of
the Results to
Member Countries

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
The Secretariat would coordinate with all SEAFDEC Departments to provide
inputs that accommodate the requirements from the Council for the future
SEAFDEC Annual Report.

SEAFDEC Programs mostly are focused on the government officers not directly
targeting the fishers, fish farmers. However this matter will be discussed again
in the next PCM this year;
In addition, SEAFDEC has already shared the information and research findings
through SEAFDEC website. In this connection enhancing the visibility of
SEAFDEC to all relevant stakeholders may be needed.

29

AQD, TD

Program Priority

AQD’s Program on ‘Adapting to impacts of climate change’ is on-going. Studies
have focused on generating scientific information on the effects of increasing
temperature on the susceptibilities of different stages of selected aquaculture
species.
TD: Under the project on Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources
Enhancement Measures in Critical Habitats/Fishing Ground in Southeast Asia,
TD has organized a symposium entitled “ Symposium on Strategy for Fisheries
Resources Enhancement in the Southeast Asian Region” during 27-30 July 2015,
Pattaya, Thailand
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4.

Council Director for Viet Nam
suggested that SEAFDEC should
continue working closely with
Member Countries, donors, and
relevant organizations.
Nevertheless, he also suggested that
in the future SEAFDEC Annual
Reports, focus should be made on
the achievements as well as on the
approaches developed to address
emerging challenges and global
threats.
Council Director for Malaysia
suggested that future reports of
SEAFDEC should take into
consideration the benefits that could
be obtained by target beneficiaries,
including fishers, fish farmers,
aquaculturists and other
stakeholders from the programs and
activities of SEAFDEC to enable
such stakeholders to carry out
appropriate sustainable livelihoods
amidst the changing environment.
The Council Director for Myanmar
requested SEAFDEC to put more
emphasis on projects and activities
that would enable the country to
sustain the promotion fisheries and
habitat management, as well as
improve aquaculture techniques that
are adaptive to the impacts of
climate change.

Para

Para

7.

28

Meanwhile, the Council Director
for Indonesia encouraged
SEAFDEC/AQD to strengthen its
research activities on alternative
feed ingredients for aquaculture as
well as on the impacts of climate
change on aquaculture.
V. POLICY CONSIDERATION ON IMPORTANT ISSUES
5.1 CITES Issues: Regional Implementation Support
8. The Council Director for the
39
SEC
Philippines also expressed the
country’s support to the
MFRDMD
implementation of CITES-related
activities by SEAFDEC, and
corroborated the request for
SEAFDEC to conduct capacity
building for the AMSs in
preparation for the next CITES
COP-17, especially on species
identification using DNA
application for processed parts such
as fins of sharks & rays.

AQD:
The suggested priority areas (quality seeds for sustainable aquaculture,
alternative feed ingredients for aquaculture and adapting to impacts of climate
change) are already part of the on-going programs/activities of AQD. The
Department will continue to provide focus on activities that will address the
present and emerging issues under these priority areas.

Capacity Building

MFRDMD would compile the techniques for DNA Application to identify the
species of processed parts such as fins. This new program may need to propose at
the next PCM for endorsement by Member Countries;
MFRDMD has capability to identify dried and fresh fins from sharks and rays.
However method optimization is required for species identification from
processed parts;
TD/CFTD organized the Regional Technical Meeting on Sharks and Rays Data
Collection and Project Planning Year 2015-2016, scheduled from 26 to 28th May
2015 in Bangkok, Thailand. Main objective of the meeting was to develop work
plans for the years 2015-2016 of sharks and rays data collection of seven (7)
participating Countries, namely; Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam and to coordinate with CITES Secretariat to
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Responsible
Types of
Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
Department
Recommendation
III. NOTE OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE SEAFDEC PROGRAM COMMITTEE ON THE RESULTS OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH MEETING
6. Council Director for Thailand
34
All
Program Priority
MFRDMD will evaluate the most appropriate TAC system or other fisheries
suggested that SEAFDEC should
Departments
management system for purse seine fisheries under JTF program in collaboration
put more efforts in activities related
with participating Member Countries, TD and Secretariat;
to TAC system, co-management,
cold-chain management, quality
Under the MFRD programs, the Singapore funded a project on Cold Chain
seeds for aquaculture among others,
Management for Seafood and will be implemented from 2015-2017. The
considering that such concerns are
project’s Planning and Project Inception Meeting was held in Singapore on 19important for the upcoming AEC
20 May 2015.
integration.
Issues

Issues

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
enhance capacity building for national shark data collection, through the Shark
and Rays data Collection Activities.
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A series of on-site trainings on shark data collection has been carried out in
SEAFDEC respective countries by SEAFDEC TD as follows;
- Myanmar 19-20 July 2015 (Yangon)
- Thailand 22-23 July 2015 (Ranong Province)
- Malaysia 4-5 August 2015 (Sandakan)
- Indonesia 17-18 August 2015 (Cilacap)
- Philippines 21-22 August 2015 (Puerto Princesa)
- Cambodia 6-8 September 2015 (Prek Sihanouk) and
- Viet Nam 9-11 September 2015 (Vung Tau)
Secretariat will continue in-depth study and monitor the proposed list of CEAS
(Commercially-Exploited Aquatic Species) into the CITES appendix. It is
expected that during the 1st quarter of 2016, SEC could provide a platform for
discussion and development of the ASEAN Common Position to be addressed at
the next CITES COP 17.

Council Director for Malaysia
43
SEC
Policy Development
suggested that SEAFDEC should
Issues
intensify its communication with
the CITES Secretariat to enhance
linkage and cooperation. In
preparation for the CITES COP-17,
as well as continue to monitor the
possible listing of economically
important species into the CITES
Appendices
5.2 Issues on Combating IUU Fishing
5.2.1 ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain
10. Thailand requested SEAFDEC to
46
MFRDMD
This issue was an urgent matter, in response to the request from Council.
Policy
consider improving the definition of
SEAFDEC Secretariat and MFRDMD have amended the Guidelines in 3 rd -4th
Development
terms used in the Guidelines to be
SEC
Week of April 2015, and the revised Guidelines were submitted to all
Issues
aligned with existing international
SEAFDEC Member Countries for comments by the end of April 2015. At
instruments and to elaborate more
present, SEAFDEC received the endorsement via referendum from 5 Member
on some provisions, e.g. port states,
Countries on due time.
flag states, coastal states.
11. Cambodia also suggested that
interval reviews of the Guidelines

In addition, at the 23rd ASWGFi on 10-12 June 2015 in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar,
the meeting endorsed the ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish
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Para

Para

should be based on necessity and
requirements of the AMSs and thus,
should not be included in the
Guidelines.

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation
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12. The Member Countries were
47
encouraged to provide comments
within two weeks from the Council
Meeting so that the Guidelines
could be finalized by the end of
April 2015.
5.2.2
Regional Fishing Vessels Record for Vessels 24 m in Length and Over
13. The Council Director for Malaysia
52
TD, SEC
Policy Development
raised the concern on sharing the
Issues
information in the RFVR Database
with non-AMS and suggested that a
mechanism should be developed for
non-AMS (e.g. RPOA-IUU
Member Countries which are not
members of SEAFDEC) to share
information on their vessels in the
future.
14. Addition, the Council
recommended that a technical
55
workshop should be convened by
SEAFDEC to discuss the
procedures to be undertaken on this
matter
5.2.3 ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme
15. Singapore shared the view that the
57
comments expressed by the
Member Countries should be
accommodated in the ACDS. In

SEC,
MFRDMD

Program
Management

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities Into the Supply Chain for
SOM-AMAF consideration.

The sharing of RFVR data is depended upon the decision of policy level from all
ASEAN Member States. This issue was raised at the 23ASWGFi for
consideration. However, there is no other change for sharing outside the ASMs;
TD conducted the Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing
Vessel Record (RFVR) during 2 to 4 June 2015 in Pattaya, Thailand. A number
of issues related to the quality and accuracy of vessel data and information was
shared via the Database system as well as the management of the system was
discussed. Finally, relevant AMSs were requested to revise and verify the
country data before re-submission to TD in July- August 2015.

In response to the Council directives, the expert group meeting on ACDS was
organized on 25-27 May 2015 to finalize the 3rd Draft as well as to discuss on the
indicative work plan for finalization of the document, and to collect the
recommendations for stakeholder consultations. The results from the consultation
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Issues

Issues

Para

addition, SEAFDEC should
convene a stakeholders’
consultation in order to ensure the
applicability of the ACDS in the
region.

17. In addition, a test run of the ACDS
in the region could be undertaken to
verify its applicability as well as its
legality.

58

Types of
Recommendation

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
were not only the 3rd draft of ACDS to be used for stakeholder consultation, but
also for 18 scenarios of trading that need the ACDS were also identified. This
would create better understanding of usage of ACDS for various scenarios of
trade of fish and fishery products in the ASEAN region. The meeting also
recommended on the trial or test run of the ACDS which needs about 1-2 years
before promoting for full operation.
Secretariat plans to conduct a Stakeholder consultation in collaboration with
other partnerships namely USAID-Oceans during from end of 2015 to June 2016.
In practical, Secretariat has started discussion with private sectors from different
countries such as Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand. However, The
implementation of the ACDS requires the support from trade
institutions/associations including industry, which is needed the support from
Country particularly fisheries agency and other relevant agencies. Otherwise, it is
difficult for SEAFDEC to meet the success on stakeholder consultation and
testing of the system. In this connection, Secretariat will consult with ASEAN
lead countries and other AMSs again on the testing of the system during 20162017.
Secretariat considers the advice from the Council to further discuss with EU on
applying the ACDS for exporting fish into EU. In response to this the Policy and
Program Coordinator of SEAFDEC met Ms. Isabelle Perret, Policy Officer and
Ms. Christiane Klahr, Policy Officer IUU of Fisheries Control Policy, DGMERE of the European Commission during his participation to the FAO Expert
Consultation on Catch Documentation Scheme held in FAO Rome, Italy in
August 2015. The background on development of ACDS as well as the
objectives was introduced to EU representatives for understanding the ASEAN
initiative to combat IUU fishing and enhance intra-regional and international
trade. Before further seeking the advice from EU-representatives on using ACDS
for exportation to EU. They highly appreciate and support the ACDS to fulfill the
gap on missing on traceability system for capture fisheries; however EU cannot
accept any certification scheme to replace EC-certification.
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16. Furthermore, the need to
communicate with the EU was also
raised to ensure that the ACDS is
acceptable for trade by the
importing markets. Therefore,
another round of consultation
should be conducted among
Member Countries and the
stakeholders before the Council
would approve in principle the
ACDS.

Responsible
Department

Para

32

18. The Council therefore suggested
61
that a communication from
SEAFDEC should be conveyed to
the ASEAN Secretariat to proceed
with the negotiation with the EU as
well as other importing countries,
the results of which should be put
up for discussion during the
forthcoming consultations to be
organized by SEAFDEC in order to
finalize the ACDS.
5.2.4 Implementation of Port State Measures
19. The Council Director for Indonesia
64
suggested that similar training
course could be conducted in the
future involving wider groups of
participants.
20. While supporting the plan of
SEAFDEC to conduct the Regional
Workshop on Port State Measures,
the Council Director for Viet Nam
also requested SEAFDEC to also
consider extending technical
assistance and capacity building
activities relevant to the
implementation of the Port State
Measures to the AMSs.
21. In addition Thailand request for the
assistance of SEAFDEC and
relevant organizations was sought
for the training of its national
inspectors at ports to enable them to

65

66

Responsible
Department
ASEAN SEC

Types of
Recommendation
Negotiation with EU

TD, SEC

Capacity Building

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
SEAFDEC conveyed the suggestions from the 47CM to the ASEAN Secretariat
during the 23rd meeting of the ASWGFi for taking note and consideration.

There are two steps for supporting from SEAFDEC on the PSMA:
Firstly develop the mechanism for regional cooperation to facilitate the
implementation of PSMA within ASEAN region by Next January 2016;
Secondly SEAFDEC/TD will conduct the activities to enhance the
capacity on implementation of the PSMA and agreed Framework for
ASEAN Region;
All activities related to PSMA will be conducted within 2015-2017. In addition,
SEAFDEC will propose this plan at the 38 PCM for consideration and
comments.
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Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

Monitoring for implementation will be conducted from 2015, Scientific Working
Group will continue work on stock assessment and genetic study with the support
and coordination from SEAFDEC MFRDMD and Secretariat.
33

SEAFDEC will provide the Capacity building on stock assessment, data
collection to support the future work at national and regional levels to ensure the
neritic tunas will be sustainably utilized.
5.3.2
Regional Policy Recommendations on Conservation and Management of the Eel Resources and Promotion of Sustainable Aquaculture
23. Council Director for Philippines
73
IFRDMD
Research Study and It would take great efforts and supports for life cycle study. Therefore, at this
requested SEAFDEC to conduct
sharing experiences moment the study will be focused on estimation of the existing stock of Anguilla
more studies such as on the life
bicolor glass eel as collected by local fishermen.
cycle of the species that would
In addition the capability for eel aquaculture in three potential countries namely:
provide more scientific information
Indonesia, the Philippines and Myanmar will be also be studied.
on eels.
24. Council Director for Myanmar
requested SEAFDEC and other
Member Countries to share their
knowledge on collection of
scientific data and information as
well as share their experiences in
breeding and culture of various eel
species.

74

AQD

AQD
- AQD is planning to convene a regional technical consultation to bring
together the experts and representatives of AMSs to discuss the status of eel
aquaculture and define priority areas for future collaboration. The technical
consultation will be organized sometime in 2016 or 2017, depending on the
availability of funds.
IFRDMD
- IFRDMD and AQD are preparing to carry out a collaborative survey on
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adapt advanced inspection
procedures.
5.3
Regional Cooperation to Promote Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture in ASEAN Region
5.3.1
Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN Region: TOR of the Scientific Working Group on Neritic Tuna Stock
Assessment
22. The Council endorsed the RPOA
68
SEC
Program
SEAFDEC proposed this issue for consideration at the 23 rd Meeting of the
Neritic Tunas as well as the TORs
Management
ASWGFi in June 2015 where the Meeting endorsed the Regional Plan of Action
of the Scientific Working Group on
on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN Region for
Neritic Tuna Stock Assessment
notification to SOM-AMAF. In addition, the RPOA Neritic Tunas was published
for dissemination in July 2015.

25. After the discussion, the Council
endorsed the Regional Policy
Recommendations on Conservation
and Management of the Eel
Resources and Promotion of
Sustainable Eel Aquaculture

Para

75

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

IFRDMD

tropical eel. Joint survey will be done in upcoming November 2015 in West
Java, Indonesia;
- IFRDMD also plans to carry out a research activity for tropical eels in
Myanmar with assistance of SEC. Coordination of the research in Myanmar
has started;
- IFRDMD will have an International workshop regarding tropical eels in
2016. It will preface the international discussion and agreement of usage in
tropical eels among the Member Countries;
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5.3.3
Regional Plan of Action for Managing of Fishing Capacity
26. The Council Director for Indonesia
78
SEC, DOF/MY Policy Development
also supported the development of
the RPOA-Capacity and suggested
that this should be updated taking
into consideration the relevant
issues in the IPOA-Capacity of
FAO. In this regard, the
representative from FAO suggested
that SEAFDEC could refer to the
technical guidelines developed by
FAO in order to update the RPOACapacity.
27. In this regard, the Council Director
for Cambodia also requested
international/regional organizations,
e.g. SEAFDEC, to assist the AMSs
in developing NPOA-Capacity and
NPOA-IUU.

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

79

SEC, TD

Assistance to MC

- At the 23rd ASWGFI, the Meeting took note of the Regional Policy
Recommendations on Conservation / Management of Catadromous Eel
Resources and Promotion of Sustainable Aquaculture. Monitoring for
implementation will be conducted and updated in 2017.
To follow-up the development of Regional Plan of Action for Managing Fishing
Capacity in the Southeast Asian Region, SEAFDEC conducted the 1st RTC in
February 2015 to identify the problems and priority issues to be included in the
developing process. Based on the results, Secretariat drafted a Pre-zero draft for
further consideration and discussion at the Expert Group meeting held in August
2015, while the zero draft of the RPOA-Capacity was agreed from the meeting.
For the next step, the progress of this development will be reported to the
38PCM and 18FCG/ASSP for comments. Secretariat also plans to conduct the
2nd RTC in December 2015 to consider and finalize a zero-draft prior to
submission for consideration and endorsement at the 48CM in April 2016. It is
expected that the RPOA-Capacity would lead to support the regional and subregional fisheries management which requiring the managing fishing capacity as
well.
SEC in collaboration with TD considers to support FiA/Cambodia for
developing the NPOA-IUU as well as to improve the fishing licensing system.
The group discussion with FiA was conducted from 15-17 July 2015 at FiA
Head Quarter. Regarding this, several issues related to EU-Red Card to
Cambodia and approaches to develop the NPOA-IUU fishing as well as
improvement of the existing licensing system through the database online were

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center

Issues

Issues
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Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
discussed. SEAFDEC Secretariat has sent the minute of meeting to FiA for their
consideration and reference particular on the way forward by Cambodian
Government to deal with EU-Red Card, combating IUU fishing and future
supported program on development of the database licensing system by TD.
SEAFDEC is continuing on working and providing assistance to the main three
urgent issues, accordingly there are many projects concerned and led by TD,
MFRDMD and SEC. To ensure that, all projects will be implemented to the same
goal. SEC will monitor and provide guidance to all concerned Departments.

31. AQD was also requested to put
together relevant research findings
from other agencies/ organizations,
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28. The Council Director for Thailand
80
SEC,
Assistance to MC
requested SEAFDEC to provide
MFRDMD,
technical assistance to enable the
TD
country to address three urgent
issues, such as over-fishing
capacity, stock assessment, and
These issues will be raised at the 38PCM to accommodate MCs request into the
implementation of the monitoring,
program.
control and surveillance (MCS)
system.
5.3.4 Regional Policy Recommendations for Development and Use of Alternative Dietary Ingredients in Aquaculture Feed Formulations
29. Council Director for Indonesia
84
AQD
Technology
For the nutrition and feeding aspects, AQD studies that aim to reduce
encouraged AQD to share the
Transferring
dependence on fish meal as the source of protein in formulated feeds are inresults of its technical works on
progress and will continue to be given priority in future undertakings.
alternative aquaculture feed sources
with the AMSs as these could be
Dissemination of important project findings through publication, training,
used by the countries in reducing
organization of and participation in various fora is a continuing activity of AQD.
dependence on fish meal and other
fish-based products for aquaculture
Concerning the request for comprehensive document on the subject, the
feeds.
proceedings on the regional technical consultation held in Myanmar in
December 2014 will be published during the last quarter of 2015.
30. The Council Director for Viet Nam
85
Research Program
also encouraged AQD to continue
its research programs aimed at
developing suitable alternative
protein sources for aquaculture
feeds.

VI.
6.1
32.

36
33.

34.

Para

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

and develop a comprehensive
document to be reported to the
forthcoming meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council in 2016.
Other Matters
Proposed High-level Consultation on Regional Cooperation in Sustainable Fisheries Development Towards the ASEAN Economic Community 2015
With regards to the preparation of
91
SEC
Program
(Linked to para 95)
the Joint Declaration, the Council
(IPC)
Management
suggested that regional technical
consultation(s) should be conducted
prior to the stakeholders’
consultation. In addition,
SEAFDEC Secretariat should
ensure that proper protocol is
followed, i.e. submission to
ASWGFi and subsequently to
SOM-AMAF.
On the issues that should be
92
SEC
Issue on labor was already included in the Concept Note under the scope on
addressed in the Joint Declaration,
“Enhancing the competitiveness of ASEAN fish and fishery products”.
the Council Directors for Malaysia
and Thailand suggested that in
addition to issues related to IUU
fishing, labor issues should also be
discussed during the Consultation
as this is very important for
enhancing the competitiveness of
the ASEAN fish and fishery
products.
The Council also recommended that
93
SEC
General Process
Letter was sent from Secretariat to ASEAN Secretariat to include the proposed
the SEAFDEC Secretariat should
High level consultation to be discussed at the 23ASWGFi, Nye Pi Taw,
maintain close communication with
Myanmar.
the ASEAN Secretariat to discuss
the issues relevant to the High-level
In addition, DOF Thailand also communicated with ASEAN Secretariat to
Consultation. Specifically, the
include this issue as an agenda of the 23ASWGFi.

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center

Issues

Issues

Responsible
Department

Types of
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95

SEC

Technical Advice

36. Finally, the Council Director for
Japan supported the development of
96
the Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Declaration during the High-level
Consultation. However, in case the
process for Joint Declaration takes
longer than expected, he proposed
an idea to consider a SEAFDEC
Declaration ahead of the Joint
Declaration.
6.2
Policy Concept Note on EAFM Implementation
37. Recognizing the importance of
98
TD
EAFM Concept, the Council
Director for Japan suggested that
this approach should be promoted
in the region in the most practical
manner.

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

The Concept Note was revised to accommodate comments and suggestions from
the Council, and was submitted to the 23ASWGFi for further consideration and
support by SOM-AMAF.
For further preparation for the High level meeting, SEC has discussed with
DOF/Thailand. While the agreement is that the High-levels meeting will be
organized back to back prior to the ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture
Conference and Exposition. In addition, the Joint declaration by SOM levels
from ASEAN – SEAFDEC Member Countries will be signed one day before the
opening ceremony of the Conference.
SEC prepared a technical work plan for High Levels meeting that would be
discussed internally with senior staffs within SEC and among the SEAFDEC
Departments.

Knowledge
Transferring

SEAFDEC considers the EAFM is an important management tool for SEAFDEC
Member Countries to address and translate into the country fisheries
management framework.
SEAFDEC implemented the EAFM Training course during the past years from
2014 – 2015 under the REBYC-II CTI Fisheries Project and Japanese Trust
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Council Directors for Thailand and
Myanmar agreed to communicate
with the ASEAN Secretariat to put
this matter into the agenda for
discussion at the forthcoming
meeting of the ASWGFi.
35. After the discussion, the Council
endorsed in principle the proposed
Concept Note, and requested
SEAFDEC to revise the Concept
Note taking into consideration the
recommendations made by the
Council, and submit the proposal to
the 23rd Meeting of ASWGFi in
June 2015 in Myanmar for
consideration and endorsement.

Para

Para

Responsible
Department
MFRDMD
SEC
TD

Types of
Recommendation
Pilot Study on
EAFM

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

38

38. The Council Director for Malaysia
99
Fund in collaboration with BOBLME, NOAA, and CTI-CFF.
highlighted that since the EAFM
Concept Note depends on the
economic condition of the
respective AMSs, he suggested that
SEAFDEC should carry out more
Several training programs have been carried out at national and regional levels
pilot studies and compile the
such as
relevant information from these
E-EAFM Training for the Trainer (March 2015)
studies as lessons learned to be
REBYC-II CTI , Philippines, in formulation of Samar Sea Fisheries
shared among the AMSs.
Management Plan through EAFM Principle
39. The Council Director for Viet Nam
101
TD
REBYC-II CTI in collaboration with SEAFDEC TD supported EAFM
also supported the Concept Note on
Training for Papua New Guinea during 3-11 July 2015, Thailand during
EAFM and expressed that different
3-9 August 2015 and Viet Nam during 7-12 September 2015.
sectors should be involved in the
implementation of the EAFM. In
Secretariat in collaboration with TD and MFRDMD will develop the SEAFDEC
addition, he requested SEAFDEC to
Strategy on promotion of EAFM taking into accounts the recommendations from
support the Member Countries in
AMSs and effective implementation.
the selection of appropriate
demonstration sites for the
implementation of the EAFM.
6.3
Summary of the Project Proposal on “Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood and Coastal Resources Management”
40. Considering the delayed process of
104
SEC
Program
The IDB (Islamic Development Bank) project was again discussed and finalized
approving this project, the Council
Management
by the 23ASWGFi.
suggested that this matter should be
raised and discussed at the
In connection to this, SEAFDEC Secretariat and MFRDMD have internal
forthcoming Meeting of the
meeting with a representation from IDB/Malaysia to finalize the Technical
ASWGFi. The Council also
Agreement, where SEAFDEC had already signed in the TA in October 2015, the
requested the SEAFDEC Secretariat
present status now, SEAFDEC is currently waiting for a signature on TA from
to prepare a letter to be signed by
IDB.
the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC
Council, requesting the ASEAN
MFRDMD as a Implementing Department, is preparing the request for Budget
Secretariat to follow-up on this
for 1st 6 month-work plan.
matter.
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 Bullet-2 SEAFDEC to undertake a
study on the availability of human
resources in fisheries in the ASEAN
Member States.
 Bullet-3 SEAFDEC to conduct in
2016 the mid-term evaluation on the
progress made by the ASEAN
Member States in the
implementation of the Resolution
and Plan of Action as adopted in
2011.
 Bullet-4 Appreciation should be
extended to the Marine and Coastal
Institutes (MACORIN) of the Prince
of Songkla University of Thailand
for the scholarship offered to

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

113

AMSs

Strengthening
ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Cooperation

Secretariat prepared a draft letter to be sent from Council Chair to raise this
matter, and request ASEAN to send representative to participate in the important
events of SEAFDEC in the future.

SEC

Human Resources
Survey

RFPN Members were assigned to undertake the study. The questionnaires was
developed in all local languages and sent out to all AMSs for consideration and
feedback in the last stage.

SEC

Mid Term
evaluation

The official letters asking for feedback have been sent to all SEAFDEC Member
countries except for Japan since March 2015. At present only few countries
submitted the country feedback to Secretariat namely;
Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam.

Information

The Secretariat has sent information to all Council Directors through official
letter.
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FUTURE DIRECTION OF SEAFDEC
41.
 Bullet-1 There is a need to enhance
future cooperation between ASEAN
and SEAFDEC, which should be
raised by the countries’
representatives attending the
forthcoming meeting of the
ASWGFi, and that the Member
Countries could also send official
correspondence to the ASEAN
through their respective Ministries of
Foreign Affairs in order that this
concern could be appropriately
addressed.

Para

Para

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

40

countries in the region (1 scholarship
for each country). SEAFDEC should
coordinate this matter and should
provide more detailed information to
all Council Directors.
MANAGEMENT OF THE CENTER
Plans of Operation and Programs of Work of SEAFDEC Departments and Secretariat
42. During the discussion, the Council
115
TD,
SEAFDEC Plan of
Director for Malaysia expressed the
MFRDMD
Operation
view that the proposed revision of
the function and program of work
of TD seem to infringe the original
mandate of MFRDMD and. The
Council Directors for Singapore and
Philippines also expressed the
views that the functions of the
SEAFDEC Departments should be
clearly delineated.
43. The Council Director for Japan also
117
All
SEAFDEC Plan of
shared his observation that some
Departments
Operation
priority areas of the Member
Countries are not well-linked with
the program of works proposed by
SEAFDEC, and requested
SEAFDEC to conduct more
detailed reviews and further works.
44. After the discussion, the Council
118
All
SEAFDEC Plan of
requested all Member Countries to
Departments
Operation
provide their comments on the
Plans of Operation and Programs of
Work of the SEAFDEC
Departments and Secretariat to the
SEAFDEC Secretariat by 8 May
2015. The Council also requested

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

SEC as led by SG has made a courtesy call to the DG of DOF/Malaysia to
discuss on the MFRDMD and TD’s Plan of Operation and Program of Work on
22 June 2015 at DOF/Malaysia Head Quarter. The revised plan of operation for
MFRDMD and TD were agreed in principle for further consideration and
endorsement as referendum by SEAFDEC Member Countries in August 2015.

AQD’s current and proposed programs are in line with the outcomes of the RTC
on Aquaculture held in 2010 and the Resolution and Plan of Action on
aquaculture, adopted by the Member Countries in 2011.

Malaysia and Japan have provided comments on the Plans of Operation and
Programs of Work for SEAFDEC/ MFRDMD. MFRDMD has discussed with
Secretariat and other departments on revision of the Plan of Operation and
Program of Work.
Singapore has provided its comments to SEAFDEC SEC by email on 8 May
2015.
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Responsible
Department

46. Based on the computation of the
MRC as agreed by the SEAFDEC
Council, the Council noted that the

123

SEC
(IPC)

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
All revisions of the Plan of Operation and program of works for each
Department were resubmitted to all SEAFDEC Member Countries for
consideration and endorsement in August 2015.
Japan provided comments on IFRDMD’s Plan of Operation. Presently, waiting
for reply from IFRDMD.

Financial Regulation

MRC

The Financial Regulations were amended accordingly for publishing in the new
Basic Document.

The Secretariat issued letters to all Council Directors on new computation of
MRC (with Indonesia being host government) to be applied starting in 2016.
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the Secretariat to accommodate the
comments and send the revised
Plans of Operation and Programs of
Work, together with a tabulation
clearly delineating the roles of the
Departments and indicating the
areas for cooperation, to the
Member Countries by May 2015 for
consideration and endorsement.
8.2 9.2 Proposed Amendment of SEAFDEC Financial Regulations
45. The Council Director for Singapore
122
SEC
also requested the Secretariat to
(IPC)
amend the text in “Appendix 1” of
the Regulation to read “… The
SEAFDEC Council further agreed
that the level of MRC should be
reviewed every five years; and thus,
the SEAFDEC Council in 2012
agreed in principle that henceforth,
the total amount of MRC should be
increased to 500,000 US$. …” in
order to be consistent with the
previous decisions of the
SEAFDEC Council. It was noted
that “Appendix 1” is meant to serve
as reference on the background,
criteria for calculation and formula
used in the computation of MRC as
previously agreed by the SEAFDEC
Council in 2007 and 2012.

Types of
Recommendation

Para

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation
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amount of MRC from Indonesia
would be reduced as the adjustment
factor for host countries could now
be applied for Indonesia. This
would result in changes of the MRC
from the other countries to
compensate that of Indonesia’s. In
this connection, the Council
requested the SEAFDEC Secretariat
to calculate the new amount of
MRC for each Member Country
and circulate to the Member
Countries for the new MRC to be
applied starting in 2016.
8.3 9.3
Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels
9.3.3 Proposed Guidelines for Chartering/Renting of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2
47. It was emphasized that although
133
TD, SEC
Program
other agencies of Member
Management
Countries are allowed to
charter/rent the M.V. SEAFDEC 2,
priority in utilization of the vessel
would be given to the national
fisheries authority. It was also
suggested that to ensure the
optimum utilization of the M.V.
SEAFDEC 2, agencies from nonMember Countries of SEAFDEC
could also be allowed to
charter/rent the vessel. In response,
the Council suggested that
chartering/renting of the M.V.
SEAFDEC 2 by non-Member
Countries as well as by other
international organizations could be

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM
Reply from:
- Brunei Darussalam: Agreed

SEAFDEC noted on this matter. In addition, the suggestions were accommodated
to the final Guidelines for Chartering/Renting of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2.
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allowed on case-by-case basis
subject to approval by the Council.
48. During the discussion, the Council
135
SEC, TD
SEAFDEC noted on the suggestion. This matter will be consulted with the
Director for Indonesia suggested
Member Country that use the SEAFDEC Vessels under the cost share policy.
that in the report on collaborative
arrangements, significant results of
the collaboration should also be
included. In addition, the Council
Directors for Viet Nam and
Thailand also suggested that
SEAFDEC should explore possible
cooperation with research agencies,
the academia and institutions
outside the region and the Member
Countries such as those in China
and Korea, as this would promote
the development of a network
among the academia and
institutions in the region and
beyond.
X.
FINANCIAL MATTERS
10.2 Un-audited Financial Report for the Year 2014, and Status of the Financial Situation in the Year 2015
49. The Council Director for Singapore
143
SEC
SEAFDEC noted on the suggestion.
noted that the expenditures on
and
administrative (non-programs) had
all
increased drastically in 2014
Departments
compared with that of 2013. In this
connection, SEAFDEC was
requested to prudently manage such
expenditures in the future.
Proposed Budgetary Requirements of the Center for the Year 2016
50. While expressing satisfaction with
147
All
SEAFDEC noted on the suggestion.
the utilization by SEAFDEC of its
Departments
All projects under the MFRD Programs have thus far been executed within the
budget, the Council endorsed and
budget allocated.

Para
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approved the proposed budgetary
requirements of the Center for the
Year 2016. However, the Council
requested SEAFDEC to be cautious
in expending its proposed budget
taking into consideration the need
to enhance its activities in the midst
of emerging challenges in the
fisheries environment.
XI.
CONCLUDING MATTER
11.2
Date and Venue of the Forty-eighth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council
51. The Council expressed its
154
SEC (SG)
Work Plan
appreciation of the offer of Viet
Nam to host the next Council
Meeting in Viet Nam, and requested
the Secretary-General to discuss
with the Council Director for Viet
Nam to finalize the exact date and
venue of the next meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council.

Actions in Response to Recommendation from 47CM

SEAFDEC secretariat drafted the Agenda and Timetable to be discussed
internally at the SEAFDEC Department Chiefs’ Meeting held back to back with
the 18FCG/ASSP on 28th November 2015. The results from this meeting will be
further discussed with the Council Director for Viet Nam to finalize the date and
venue.
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Annex 5
FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS TO THE ADIRECTIVES GIVEN AT THE 17TH MEETING OF THE FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE GROUP OF ASEANSEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (FCG/ASSP)
Responsible
Types of
Actions in Response Recommendations from 17FCG/ASSP
Department
Recommendation
FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS TO THE DIRECTIVES GIVEN AT THE MEETINGS OF SEAFDEC COUNCIL AND ASEAN BODIES RELATED TO FISHERIES
Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at the Forty-sixth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council and the Sixteenth Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of
the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP)
The representative from Cambodia requested SEAFDEC
9
TD
Capacity Building
The Training Workshop on Vessel Inspections and
through its projects related to combating IUU fishing, i.e.
Enforcement Measures against IUU Fishing Activities was
SEAFDEC-Sweden Project, to consider supporting
conducted by the AVA from 5 to 9 January 2015 in
additional participants from AMS to this training course.
Singapore. In connection to this, two representatives from
Furthermore, TD also expressed the willingness to send its
SEAFDEC/TD namely Mr. Anurak Loogon and Ms. Yanida
staff to attend the course to obtain experience on vessel
Suthipol attended the training. The aims of training course
inspection on-board at SEAFDEC expense. In this
are improvement of the knowledge and capacity-building to
connection, the representative from Singapore requested
SEAFDEC Member Countries on vessel inspections in
the countries and TD to inform Singapore on their
relationship to the implementation of the PSMA for
additional participants before confirmation could be
combating IUU fishing.
provided.
In addition, Secretariat will propose the Concept Note on
Regional Cooperation to support the Implementation of the
PSMA at ASEAN regional level to the 18FCG/ASSP, the
results and comments from the meeting will be updated and
followed-up later after the meeting.
Secretariat also plans to conduct the Expert Meeting to
harmonize on the collaboration in supporting the
implementation of PSMA in early of February 2016. The
results will be included in the concept paper to be addressed
at the 48CM in April 2016.
POLICY CONSIDERATION ON IMPORTANT ISSUES
Research Program
 CITES Issues: Regional Implementation Support
As of 29 January 2015, the official incoming letter to
With regards to the project proposal on Sharks and Manta
36
SEC
SEAFDEC “Letter of Agreement” from the National CITES
Rays Landing Stock Data Collection Towards Sharks NDF
Management Authorities included five (5) countries,
which was prepared for funding support from EU-CITES
namely: Cambodia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet
Project, it was noted that national CITES management
Nam. SEAFDEC Secretariat is communicating with the
Issues
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Para

authorities of participating countries would have to issue
their respective letters of agreement to SEAFDEC
Secretariat for subsequent submission to the CITES
Secretariat in Geneva. In this regard, the representatives
from Myanmar and Malaysia cited that their countries
have already sent their respective letters of agreement to
SEAFDEC, and requested SEAFDEC to follow-up on this
matter.

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation
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Combating IUU Fishing
 ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme

While expressing appreciation to SEAFDEC for its
initiative in developing the ASEAN CDS, the
representative from Singapore suggested on the next step,
where SEAFDEC should approach EU and other
importing countries to assess whether the ASEAN CDS
could be recognized to be used for export of fishery
products of the region to EU.

Actions in Response Recommendations from 17FCG/ASSP
Philippines and Indonesia to get their response. To more
forward, the representative of this program of CITES
Secretariat – Dr. Haruko Okusu visited SEAFDEC
Secretariat in early February 2015 to finalize the budget
arrangement for activity implementation. The training on
shark identification and catch data collection at selected
landing sites as agreed by 7 Member Countries were
planned and implemented as follows:
-Myanmar 19-20 July 2015 (Yangon)
-Thailand 22-23 July 2015 (Ranong Province)
-Malaysia 4-5 August 2015 (Sandakan)
-Indonesia 17-18 August 2015 (Cilacap)
-Philippines 21-22 August 2015 (Puerto Princesa)
-Cambodia 6-8 September 2015 (Prek Sihanouk) and
-Viet Nam 9-11 September 2015 (Vun Tau)
It is expected that the results from data collection will be
reported to the CITES Secretariat in 2016.

Regional Policy
45

Secretariat

Secretariat considers the advice from the Council to further
discuss with EU on applying the ACDS for exporting fish
into EU. In response to this the Policy and Program
Coordinator of SEAFDEC met Ms. Isabelle Perret, Policy
Officer and Ms. Christiane Klahr, Policy Officer IUU of
Fisheries Control Policy, DG-MERE of the European
Commission during his participation to the FAO Expert
Consultation on Catch Documentation Scheme held in FAO
Rome, Italy in August 2015. The background on
development of ACDS as well as the objectives was
introduced to EU representatives for understanding the
ASEAN initiative to combat IUU fishing and enhance intraregional and international trade. Before further seeking the
advise from EU-representatives on using ACDS for
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The representative from Thailand requested MFRDMD to
complete the list of abbreviations and acronyms in the
Guidelines. In addition, the phrase “to be reviewed every
three years” in Item 15.1 of the Guidelines should be
changed to “when necessary as proposed by AMS.”

48

After expressing appreciation to MFRDMD for the efforts
in developing this Guidelines, which is very useful for the
region, the Meeting requested that the Guidelines be
revised taking into consideration the aforementioned
suggestions and submitted through the ASEAN channel
for endorsement by AMAF.
 Regional Cooperation to Promote Sustainable
Fisheries in ASEAN Region



Actions in Response Recommendations from 17FCG/ASSP
exportation to EU. They highly appreciate and support the
ACDS to fulfill the gap on missing on traceability system
for capture fisheries; however EU cannot accept any
certification scheme to replace EC-certification.
For the concept of small-scale fisheries in the ACDS,
Thailand suggests to use the definition based on EUregulation. Only this matter will be discussed again to
examine how highest benefit to AMSs.

Regional Policy

MFRDMD/
Secretariat

In response to the suggestion. MFRDMD in collaboration
with Secretariat revised the Guidelines during the internal
meeting at MFRDMD in April 2015. The revised ASEAN
Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery
Products from IUU Fishing Activities Into the Supply Chain
was circulated to all SEAFDEC Member Countries for
endorsement as a referendum in May 2015.
In addition, at the 23rd ASWGFi on 10-12 June 2015 in Nay
Pyi Taw, Myanmar, the meeting endorsed the ASEAN
Guidelines for SOM-AMAF consideration in August 2015.

49

Regional Policy

Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable
Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN Region

After the deliberation, the Meeting endorsed in principle
the final draft of the Regional Plan of Action on

Types of
Recommendation
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Secretariat

SEAFDEC addressed the Regional Plan of Action on
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The representative from Viet Nam requested that the
concept of small-scale fisheries in the ASEAN CDS
should be further discussed. She added that small-scale
fisheries should be defined by activities and operators
rather than based on the scale of fishing boats.
 Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and
Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities
into the Supply Chain

Responsible
Department

Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN
Regio, taking into consideration the suggestions of the
Meeting, and requested SEAFDEC to submit the
document for consideration and approval of higher
authorities of SEAFDEC and the ASEAN.

Para

Responsible
Department

Types of
Recommendation

Actions in Response Recommendations from 17FCG/ASSP
Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN
Region for consideration at the 23rd Meeting of the
ASWGFi in June 2015 where the Meeting endorsed the
RPOA-Neritic tuna for notification to SOM-AMAF. In
addition, the RPOA Neritic Tunas was published for
dissemination in July 2015.
Monitoring for implementation will be conducted and
updated in 2017.
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Annex 6
FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS TO THE DIRECTIVES GIVEN AT MEETINGS OF THE ASEAN
BODIES RELATED TO FISHERIES
(Extracted from Powerpoint Presentation)
GUIDANCE FROM THE ASEAN BODIES MEETING RELATED TO FISHERIES
23rd ASWGFi
Suggested to address the impact of climate change in particular on rising sea level in fisheries sector.
Agreed to use AFCC as a reference in developing the new SPA for Fisheries Cooperation (20162020).
Agreed to organize a special technical working meeting in developing SPA for period 2016-2020. The
members of the technical working meeting are the focal points of the ASEAN Fisheries Consultative
Forum (AFCF).
The Meeting endorsed the document on Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for the Responsible
Movement of Living Aquatic Animals in ASEAN for consideration by the SOM-AMAF.
Endorsed “The Arrangement on the Equivalence of Fishery Products Inspection and Certification
Systems” for SOM-AMAF consideration.
Endorsed the ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU
Fishing Activities Into the Supply Chain for SOM-AMAF cosideration.
Endorsed the Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN
Region
Requested to table the issue on Port State Measures for ASEAN (PSMA) at the next SEAFDEC
Council meeting before submission to the 24th ASWGFi Meeting.
Recommended for ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries to take part at the early stages of
development of guidelines, i.e. at the preparatory technical meetings and not only during the
finalization/adoption of such guidelines.
Noted the seven new projects to be implemented under FCG/ASSP starting in 2015 and appointed
Lead Countries for the projects. The projects include:
1. Reinforcement and Optimization of Fish Health Management and the Effective
Dissemination in the Southeast Asian Region (Philippines)
2. Environment-Friendly, Sustainable Utilization and Management of Fisheries and Aquaculture
Resources (Myanmar)
3. Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization And Management of Sharks and Rays
in the Southeast Asian Region (Malaysia)
4. Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources Enhancement Measures in Critical
Habitats/Fishing Grounds in Southeast Asia (Thailand)
5. Enhancement of Sustainability of Catadromous Eel Resources in Southeast Asia (Indonesia)
6. Promotion of Responsible Utilization of Inland Fisheries in Southeast Asia (Thailand)
7. Cold Chain Management of Seafood (Singapore)
Recommended that ACDS should be implemented in phase approach, starting with the development
of regional system for implementation, followed by trial testing, voluntary implementation before
moving into mandatory implementation; and should start with certain commodities/sector. The
Meeting requested SEAFDEC to modify the timeline of ACDS workplan accordingly.
SSOM 36th AMAF
The Meeting considered and endorsed the below documents for submission to 37th AMAF Meeting:
1. Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for the Live Movement of Aquatic Animals in ASEAN
2. Template on The Arrangement on the Equivalence of Fishery Products Inspection and
Certification Systems
3. ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing
Activities Into the Supply Chain
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PrepSOM-37th AMAF/37th AMAF
Endorsed
1. Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for the Live Movement of Aquatic Animals in ASEAN
2. Template on The Arrangement on the Equivalence of Fishery Products Inspection and
Certification Systems
3. ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing
Activities Into the Supply Chain
VISION AND STRATEGIC PLAN FOR ASEAN COOPERATION IN FOOD, AGRICULTURE
AND FORESTRY (2016-2025) (Endorsed by 37th AMAF)
Vision
A competitive, inclusive, resilient and sustainable Food, Agriculture, and Forestry (FAF) sector
integrated with the global economy, based on a single market and production base contributing to
food and nutrition security and prosperity in the ASEAN Community
Goals:
Ensuring equitable, sustainable and inclusive growth
Alleviating poverty and eradicating hunger
Ensuring food security, food safety and better nutrition
Deepening regional integration
Enhancing access to global markets
Increasing resilience to, and contributing to mitigation and adaptation of climate change, natural
disasters and other shocks
Achieving Sustainable Forest Management (SFM)
Strategic Thrusts
Strategic Thrust 1: Enhance quantity and quality of production with sustainable, ‘green’ technologies,
resource management systems, and minimise pre- and post-harvest losses and waste
Strategic Thrust 2: Enhance trade facilitation, economic integration and market access
Strategic Thrust 3: Ensure food security, food safety, better nutrition and equitable distribution
Strategic Thrust 4: Increase resilience to climate change, natural disasters and other shocks
Strategic thrust 5: Assist small scale producers and SMEs to improve productivity, technology and
product quality, to meet global market standards and increase competitiveness in line with the ASEAN
Policy Blueprint on SME Development
Strategic Thrust 6: Strengthen ASEAN joint approaches on international and regional issues
Strategic Thrust 7: Promote sustainable forest management
Strategic Thrust 1:Enhance quantity and quality of production with sustainable, ‘green’ technologies,
resource management systems, and minimise pre- and post-harvest losses and waste
The ST will focus on:
Increasing the investment in the infrastructure and application of science and technology in
agricultural value chain,
Enhancing management systems so as to increase productivity and minimise eco-system damage
Providing incentives for public and private sectors in research and development
Identify infrastructure investment requirements.
Review policies as necessary to ensure that these take account of the value of environmental assets
and costs of resource depletion.
Increase private sector participation
Develop yield and productivity enhancing technologies and best practices that involve land use
intensification in a sustainable manner.
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Strategic Thrust 2: Enhance trade facilitation, economic integration and market access
Facilitate trade, economic integration and market access through the harmonization of standards,
regulations, inspection, certification and accreditation procedures by improving quarantine systems,
reducing NTMs and eliminating NTBs.
Identify and eliminate NTBs that have no economic or scientific rationale and implement trade
facilitation measures.
Harmonize accreditation, inspection and certification so that uniform requirements will prevail
ASEAN-wide, enabling the recognition of equivalence.
Streamline and improve quarantine systems and procedures, and harmonize standards and regulations.
Involve the private sector in identifying priority products for harmonisation of standards and
regulations to focus scarce scientific and technical resources on high pay-off products.
Established business linkages among the potential agricultural cooperatives and farmers organisation.
Promote direct investment and strategic partnership with ASEAN Agricultural cooperatives and
farmers organisation, producers, consumer and traders.
Enhance regional and international cooperation to ensure that all major ASEAN food markets are
integrated, and the food trading system is strengthened and utilised to provide stable food supplies.
Enhance cooperation to prevent illegal activities.
Strategic Thrust 3:Ensure food security, food safety, better nutrition and equitable distribution
The ST will ensure food security and food safety in the region, and the focus will be on:
increasing food production,
reducing postharvest losses, and
promoting availability and accessibility to agricultural inputs and
operationalizing regional food emergency relief arrangement.
3.1
3.2
3.3
3.4
3.5
3.6
3.7
3.8

Implement the AIFS)Framework and the SPA-FS 2015-2020.
Strengthen regional food security arrangements.
Collaborate with relevant ASEAN bodies in finalizing and implementing the ASEAN Food
Safety Policy (AFSP).
Accelerate the establishment of food safety standards, and mobilise resources for effective
ASEAN wide adoption.
Improve food security and nutrition through diversifying food sources and strengthening the
quality and variety of food production and improving the food value chains.
Establish food or nutrient-based standards for healthy diets and provide information on nutrition,
assist transition to more nutritious diets, paying special attention to the role and importance of
women in improving nutrition.
Promote nutrition education and consumer awareness
Encourage adoption of standards on classification of food products to facilitate appropriate
consumer choices and incentivise producers.

Strategic Thrust 4: Increase resilience to climate change, natural disasters and other shocks
The ST is intended to address climate change and its adverse impacts on socio-economic development,
health and the environment.
The actions will focus on the:
promotion of appropriate agricultural practices,
building competencies,
providing access to financial resources and
enhancing regional and international collaboration.
4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4

Increase investment in R&D for technologies and management systems
Promote good agriculture practices to minimize the negative effects on natural resources such as
soil, forest and water and reduce the greenhouse gas emission.
Build competencies, share information, technologies and assistance packages with a focus on
small scale producers,
Encourage sound management and maintenance of natural resources such as coastal and
mangrove forests that bolster resilience.
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4.5
4.6
4.7
4.8

Expand resilient agro-forestry systems where ecologically and economically appropriate.
Enhance collaboration and coordination with regional and international bodies to regulate and
minimise trans-boundary pollution and Green House Gasses (GHG) emissions
Integrate gender issues into climate friendly agriculture, fishery and forestry practices.
Provide access to climate-related financial resources to support climate friendly agriculture.

Strategic thrust 5: Assist resource constrained small producers and SMEs to improve productivity,
technology and product quality, to meet global market standards and increase competitiveness in line
with the ASEAN Policy Blueprint on SME Development
The ST is intended to support small producers, cooperatives and SME’s to improve product quality to
meet regional and international standards and ensure competitiveness through appropriate policies and
mechanisms.
The main focus will be on:
promoting cooperatives and farmers’ organisations,
providing credit, insurance, technology and
implementing competition policies to protect against unfair competition in the sector.
5.1
5.2
5.3
5.4
5.5

Assist small scale producers and SMEs in the FAF sector.
Promote and strengthen cooperatives and farmers organizations so as to better integrate small
producers in the value chains and to provide collective platforms to deal with production and
market risks.
Provide credit, insurance, market information, quality control and certification facilities to enable
small scale producers and SMEs to comply with food safety and quality standards in both
domestic and foreign markets.
Encourage larger scale enterprises to perform a mentoring role by linking with small scale
producers and SMEs through mechanisms such as contract farming to foster adoption of
innovations and participation in high value markets.
Implement competition policies to ensure a level playing field for producers and SMEs and to
prevent unfair exploitation by large firms with market power in integrated supply chains.

Strategic Thrust 6: Strengthen ASEAN joint approaches on international and regional issues
The ST is intended to promote and protect ASEAN interests at international and regional fora by
developing ASEAN common positions.
The Actions will focus on enhancing coordination and joint approaches as well as presenting its common
position on the issues affecting the food, agriculture and forestry.
6.1
6.2
6.3

Enhance coordination and develop joint approaches and to obtain more favourable outcomes in
negotiations and agreements affecting FAF sector.
Present ASEAN common position on the issues affecting FAF sector in international fora.
Engage with regional and international processes to enhance ASEAN cooperation to improve the
governance of trans-boundary fishing and traceability of fishery products in order to combat IUU
fishing.

Strategic Thrust 7: Promote sustainable forest management
The ST is intended to promote the implementation of sustainable forest management in the ASEAN region,
The APs will focus on the enhancement of the sustainable management of forest resources, including
protection and conservation of forests through regionally and internationally agreed criteria and
indicators for SFM.
7.1
7.2

Promote the exchange of knowledge on implementing SFM and improve forest governance
Mobilize additional finance and other resources for the conservation of forests and implementing
SFM (including compensation payments for mitigation, for example reducing emission from
deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+), payments for environmental services (PES), and
other financing instruments to scale-up and enhance competitiveness of SFM).
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7.3
7.4
7.5
7.6
7.7
7.8
7.9
7.10

Promote dialogue with the private sector about improving quality & efficiency of the timber
industry and processing of other forest products.
Strengthen the efforts among AMS to establish regional agreements on timber trade and promote
cooperation with ASEAN’s external partners in the global timber trade.
Promote inter-sectoral cooperation between the forestry sector and other sectors, including
agriculture, environment, customs, and trade.
Address the issue of forest fires, especially forest peatland fires in a comprehensive manner,
through close inter-sectoral cooperation and by the implementation of the ASEAN Agreement on
Transboundary Haze Pollution and the ASEAN Programme on Integrated Peatland Management.
Strengthen forest law enforcement and governance (FLEG)
Promote forest management involving the community living within and surrounding the forest for
the sustainability of the forest and prosperity of the affected communities.
Enhance the capacities and human resources, including research and development institutionsin
the forestry sector
Promote initiatives on certification of management systems and forest products and on the basis
of indicators for Sustainable Forest Management and agreed criteria.

Implementation and Coordination Mechanisms
ASEAN subsidiary bodies under AMAF, utilizing the support of national institutions through
networking arrangements.
AMAF - policy guidance
ASEAN Secretariat - provide support to SOM-AMAF and AMAF and will coordinate closely with
the subsidiary bodies.
Strengthened ASEAN Structure and Mechanism – (On-going streamlining exercise),
Development and dialogue partners - to support and facilitate smooth implementation of the SP.
Monitoring and Evaluation
SOM-AMAF’s Directions – development of key performance indicators (KPIs)
activities and measures will be formulated with clear, quantifiable, key performance indicators (KPIs)
and well specified timelines framed.
Additional KPIs will be developed for cross sectoral challenges such as response on climate change
and competition in land use.
A comprehensive Mid-Term Review will be carried out in 2020 to assess progress, identify any
implementation problems and provide options to address the problems.
Draft KPIs for FAF is being developed by ATF-FAF
Partnership and Resource Mobilizations
cost-sharing among the AMS.
dialogue and development partners and other funding sources.
Engaging private, Civil Society Organisations (CSO’s) such as academic institutions, NonGovernmental Organisations (NGOs); and private sector contribution (where appropriate).
Way Forward
Respective sectoral bodies (Crops, Livestock, Fisheries, Forestry) to develop SPA elaborating Vision
and SP for endorsement next year
To implement agreed guidelines, standards, GAP and to continue the work to facilitate trade among
AMS
To align national instruments to the regional instruments for more effectiveness and efficiency
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Annex 7
SUMARY REPORT ON THE ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP AND
FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE GROUP (FCG/ASSP) COLLABORATIVE PROGRAMS
FOR THE YEARS 2015-2016
I.

INTRODUCTION

1.
The program of activities under the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEANSEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) Mechanism for the years 2015-2016 was reviewed by the Thirtyeighth Meeting of the Program Committee of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center
(SEAFDEC) held in Manila, the Philippines from 23 to 25 November 2015. The results of the program
scrutiny and adopted recommendations are summarized and submitted to the 18th Meeting of the Fisheries
Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) (18th FCG/ASSP) for
consideration and endorsement.
II.

SUMMARY OF THE PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES UNDER THE FISHERIES
CONSULTATIVE GROUP (FCG) OF THE ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIP
MECHANISM
FOR
THE
YEARS
2015-2016
AND
RECOMMENDATIONS MADE AT THE 38TH MEETING OF SEAFDEC PROGRAM
COMMITTEE

2.
The programs under the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic
Partnership (ASSP) Mechanism, progress and achievements made in the year 2015 and proposed activities
for 2016 as well as the new projects proposed for 2016, appear in Appendix 1. The twenty projects had
been categorized into Program Thrusts, namely: 1) Developing and promoting responsible fisheries for
poverty alleviation and food security; 2) Enhancing capacity and competitiveness to facilitate international
and intra-regional trade; 3) Improving management concepts and approaches for sustainable fisheries; 4)
Providing policy and advisory services for planning and executing management of fisheries; and 5)
Addressing international fisheries related issues from a regional perspective, and one ‘Special Project’. In
addition, the Program Committee noted one project scheduled to be completed in 2015 while two new
projects are also proposed for 2016. The Program Committee approved the programs, and provided
recommendations summarized as follows:
2.1

Program Thrust I: Developing and Promoting Responsible Fisheries for Poverty Alleviation
and Food Security

Human Resources Development (HRD) for Sustainable Fisheries
In the training to be conducted under this project, TD to focus more on extension methodologies
essential for delivering the knowledge on sustainable fisheries management to local communities
Member Countries to put forward their requests for follow-up on-site training activities of which
the budget could be allocated either through the existing JTF through SEAFDEC or from
additional support
Optimizing Energy Use/Improving Safety Onboard in Fishing Activities
TD to collaborate with the Philippines especially in the activities on safety at sea and design of
small fishing boats
TD to continue extending the knowledge and transfer the technology developed to fisheries
extension officers in Indonesia
Japan to consider supporting the implementation of this project especially in terms of providing
resource persons from Japan
Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources Enhancement Measures in Critical Habitats/Fishing
Grounds in Southeast Asia
TD to assess the resources near artificial reefs (ARs) considering that resource assessment has not
been done near the deployed ARs in the region

55

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center

TD to dispatch experts on ARs to assist the Member Countries in the assessment of resources
near ARs
TD to determine the appropriate methodology based on basic information on biology and biodiversity collected prior to the implementation of resource enhancement activities
TD to support the implementation of Policy Recommendations and Strategic Plans of Action for
Fishery Resources Enhancement in the Southeast Asian Countries
TD to develop a management plan after assessment of the resources is conducted in particular
pilot site, and Philippines could host a pilot site for this project
Environment-friendly, Sustainable Utilization and Management of Fisheries and Aquaculture
Resources
AQD to develop other modules for environment-friendly aquaculture of economically important
species, e.g. rice-cum-shrimp culture and technologies developed should be transferred through
regional training courses
AQD to consider the possibility of involving researchers from Member Countries to participate in
its research activities and SEAFDEC to develop the mechanism for this type of cooperation
AQD to share the outcomes of its projects especially on breeding of seahorses and relevant
information on resource recovery technologies to the Member Countries
Indonesia to share the experience with other MCs on the successfully implemented rice-cumshrimp/fish-culture
Enhancement of Sustainability of Catadromous Eel Resources in Southeast Asia
IFRDMD to consider including Thai researcher(s) to join field trip(s) for seed collection of eel
species in its future plan
IFRDMD to rush up the implementation of this project especially on reviewing the status of
tropical eel resources in the region with Japan supporting the implementation by sharing
information on resource management of eels
SEAFDEC to provide training to enhance the capacity of Myanmar staff in compiling information
on the abundance and status of the country’s eel resources
Member Countries to consider attending the International Fisheries Symposium on Tropical Eel
Genus Anguilla in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, 10-12 December 2015 concerning that scientific-based
information could be established for the management and conservation of eel resources
Promotion of Responsible Utilization of Inland Fisheries in Southeast Asia
IFRDMD to review the results of various activities conducted by TD and the Mekong River
Commission (MRC) in relation to community and rights-based fisheries, as well as Cambodia on
fisheries co-management
IFRDMD to collaborate with the Member Countries and TD in preparing its program of activities
considering that several activities on co-management of inland fisheries has been carried out even
before the establishment of IFRDMD
2.2

Program Thrust II: Enhancing Capacity and Competitiveness to Facilitate International
and Intra-regional Trade

Chemical and Drug Residues in Fish and Fish Products in Southeast Asia-Biotoxin (ASP, AZA and
BTX) and Harmful Algal Bloom (HABs) in the ASEAN region
The progress and achievements in the implementation of this project were noted
Cold Chain Management of Seafood
The progress and achievements in the implementation of this new project which commenced in
2015, were noted
Reinforcement and Optimization of Fish Health Management and the Effective Dissemination in the
Southeast Asian Region
AQD to explore the possibility of undertaking activities that address the urgent need to control the
spread of emerging shrimp disease known as Enterocytozoon hepatopenaei (EHP) caused by a
microsporidian parasite
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AQD to consider strengthening its role in the ASEAN Network of Aquatic Animal Health
Centres (ANAAHC) in order that the network set-up between AMSs and NACA could be
actively mobilized
AQD to include discussions on EHP during the RTC on EMS/AHPNS and other Transboundary
Diseases scheduled in February 2016 funded by Government of Japan through the ASEAN
Secretariat
SEAFDEC to consider allocating budget and include emerging issues in aquaculture such as
incidence of shrimp diseases, particularly the Early Mortality Syndrome (EMS) and EHP, in the
future project activities of AQD
AQD to collaborate closely with the Member Countries in monitoring the occurrence of emerging
aquatic diseases in the region
SEAFDEC Secretariat to mobilize its existing project to provide platform for addressing
emerging fisheries-related issues including those on emerging aquatic animal diseases that may
arise in the future
Thailand to join the research activities on vaccination of shrimps and enhancement of shrimp
antiviral immune response to shrimp disease
2.3

Program Thrust III: Improving Management Concepts and Approaches for Sustainable
Fisheries

Strategies for Trawl Fisheries By-catch Management (REBYC-II CTI)
TD to develop significant solution or best approach to deal with sustainable utilization and
management of bycatch
TD to continue and extend results of the project activities to other Member Countries
TD to enhance the awareness of stakeholders especially the incorporation of the EAFM concept
by developing mass media to increase stakeholders’ awareness
TD to support the Member Countries with the process of developing trawl fisheries management
plan considering the involvement of fish meal industries/association/animal feed associations
Promotion of Countermeasures to Reduce IUU Fishing Activities
SEAFDEC to provide technical support during national training course for scientific observers
onboard as well as observers’ onboard transshipment vessels
Japan to consider providing technical assistance for observers’ onboard training programs as
officially requested by other Member Countries
Member Countries to review their respective relevant regulations on transshipments before
making a specific request for technical assistance to SEAFDEC
SEAFDEC to support the effort of Myanmar in combating IUU fishing through training that
mainly focuses on fishing vessel inspection to enhance the capacity of the country’s fisheries
officers from the coastal areas
SEAFDEC to provide support to the Member Countries through the conduct of regional training
or regional workshop on this aspect using the Japanese Trust Fund
TD in collaboration with SEAFDEC Secretariat to come up with concept note on regional
cooperation to support the implementation of Port State Measures within the ASEAN region to be
proposed for consideration by the next SEAFDEC Council Meeting
Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asian Region through Application of Catch Certification
for Trading of Fish and Fishery Products
Individual countries to conduct consultation in 2016 to gather inputs on problems associated with
the implementation of the guidelines, and followed by a regional technical consultation at a later
stage
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2.4

Program Thrust IV: Providing Policy and Advisory Services for Planning and Executing
Management of Fisheries

Fisheries Resource Survey & Operational Plan for M.V. SEAFDEC 2
Malaysia thanked TD for assistance in successful conduct of Demersal Surveys for Stock
Assessment in Sabah, Sarawak and Labuan EEZs of Malaysia from 21 July to 15 October 2015
Malaysia to use the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 for a national survey of demersal fish stocks and
assessment survey in Malaysian waters (East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia) during April to June
2016
Member Countries to fully utilize the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 after the vessel would be undertaken
follow-up maintenance including renewal/replacement of survey equipment onboard with support
by the Government of Japan through the JICA Program
Offshore Fisheries Resources Exploration in Southeast Asia
The progress and achievements in the implementation of this project were noted
Enhancing the Compilation and Utilization of Fishery Statistics and Information for Sustainable
Development and Management of Fisheries in the Southeast Asian Region
TD to support Viet Nam through conduct of TOT on-site training course on data analysis and
utilization on cost-sharing basis
SEAFDEC to enhance the capacity of officers at the inspection and quarantine units for aquatic
animals, especially in identification of sharks and rays, based on carcasses, and derivatives
thereof
Comparative Studies for Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in the Southeast Asian Region
MFRDMD to update the report on status of purse seine fisheries in the region
MFRDMD to analyze data on status of purse seine fisheries from each country and come up with
regional synthesis
SEAFDEC to dispatch experts, e.g. from Japan and other countries to support the assessment of
major catch species by types of fishing gear
MFRDMD to study cost-effectiveness of TAE system before TAE is put into practice
MFRDMD to develop more options that could be applied by the countries as appropriate
Research and Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Waters
Demarcation should be made on data collection activities for sharks and rays between MFRDMD
which focus on biological aspects and methodology for species identification mainly for CITESlisted and rare species and those of TD which focus on data collection at landing sites mainly for
common species
Title of activities and publications under the projects of MFRDMD and TD should be specific for
greater clarity
2.5

Program Thrust V: Addressing International Fisheries-related Issues from a Regional
Perspective

Assistance for Capacity Building in the Region to Address International Trade-related Issues
Member Countries to collect basic information on the species potentially proposed for listing in
the CITES Appendices, e.g. tunas, precious corals, other shark species, and to take actions
towards sustainable utilization of the resources
Strengthening SEAFDEC Network for Sustainable Fisheries
Considering the significance of this project in enhancing the visibility of SEAFDEC, the Program
Committee noted the achievements of the project in 2015 and considered the proposed activities
for 2016
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2.6

Special Project

Fisheries and Habitat Management, Climate Change and Social Well-being in Southeast Asia
SEAFDEC to include Viet Nam in the Mekong River Basin Sub-regional arrangement
SEAFDEC to facilitate the arrangement of another meeting between Malaysia and Thailand to
review the progress of proposed actions from the First Sub-regional Technical Meeting on
Effective Fisheries Resource Management
SEAFDEC to support the plan of Thailand to develop bilateral arrangements with neighboring
states for combating IUU fishing
2.7

New Projects from 2016

Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood and Coastal Resources
Management
MFRDMD to formally establish the focal points of participating countries to facilitate
communication and dissemination of the final project proposal and relevant documents as soon as
possible
MFRDMD to convene the inception workshop in January 2016 taking into consideration the
budget from the ASEAN-SEC/IDB which would be granted in early 2016
USAID Oceans and Fisheries Partnership
Project to convene formal meeting between USAID and Thailand on the project in the near future
SEAFDEC to be represented in USAID-Oceans meetings since this is a collaborative project with
SEAFDEC
Project to consider that incorporating e-CDT system would be a big challenge for the small-scale
fisheries
Project to clearly develop mechanism for implementation considering that the project is placed
under the FCG/ASSP mechanism and such mechanism should be aligned with regional initiatives
to facilitate subsequent implementation by national agencies
Project to clearly develop mechanism for implementation making sure that this could not be
confused as an ASEAN project and to make sure that national agencies could take up regional
initiatives into practice
Project to make available more details on the activities including the time frame for the
implementation of such activities
Project activities should not duplicate those that are conducted by SEAFDEC
Member Countries and all concerned to strengthen collaboration as many programs of SEAFDEC
are being supported by various donors
2.8

Pipeline Project

Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea and
Gulf of Thailand (UNEP/GEF/SEAFDEC)
The Meeting noted the status of this project which is expected to be endorsed by CEO of Global
Environmental Facility (GEF) in November or December 2015, and that the necessary funds will
be transferred to SEAFDEC not later than the end of 2015. The Program Committee agreed that
once the UNEP/GEF/SEAFDEC Project is endorsed, the Project status would be changed from
“Pipeline Project” to “On-going Project”.
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III.

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The Meeting is requested to consider and endorse the achievements of the projects implemented
under the FCG/ASSP mechanism in 2015 and the proposed project activities for 2016 including
one new project as well as the recommendations of the 38th Meeting of the SEAFDEC Program
Committee.
The Meeting is also invited to provide suggestions on areas of improvement for the program
formulation and implementation to enhance the impacts of the projects and maximize the benefits
to the Member Countries.
The Meeting is also requested to consider that the programs/projects implemented under the
FCG/ASSP mechanism in 2015 and the proposed programs for 2016, would be submitted for
endorsement by higher authorities of the ASEAN and SEAFDEC.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 7
PROGRAMS OF ACTIVITIES UNDER FCG/ASSP MECHANISM
FOR THE YEAR 2015-2016
I.

Existing programs

Lead
2015 2016
Department
Thrust I: Developing and Promoting Responsible Fisheries for Poverty Alleviation & Food Security
Human Resource Development for Sustainable Fisheries
TD
Y
Y
Optimizing Energy Use/Improving Safety Onboard in Fishing Activities
TD
Y
Y
Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources Enhancement Measures in Critical
TD
Y
Y
Habitats/Fishing Grounds in Southeast Asia
Environment-friendly, Sustainable Utilization and Management of Fisheries and
AQD
Y
Y
Aquaculture Resources
Enhancement of Sustainability of Catadromous Eel Resources in Southeast Asia
IFRDMD
Y
Y
Promotion of Responsible Utilization of Inland Fisheries in Southeast Asia
IFRDMD
Y
Y
Thrust II: Enhancing Capacity & Competitiveness to Facilitate International and Intra-regional Trade
Chemical and Drug Residues in Fish and Fish Products in Southeast Asia Biotoxin (ASP, AZA and BTX) and Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) in the
MFRD
Y
Y
ASEAN region
Cold Chain Management of Seafood
MFRD
Y
Y
Reinforcement and Optimization of Fish Health Management and the Effective
AQD
Y
Y
Dissemination in the Southeast Asian Region
Thrust III: Improving Management Concepts and Approaches for Sustainable Fisheries
Strategies for Trawl Fisheries By-catch Management (FAO-GEF/REBYC-II CTI)
TD
Y
N
Promotion of Counter Measures to Reduce IUU fishing activities
TD/
Y
Y
MFRDMD
Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asian Region through Application of EU
MFRDMD
Y
Y
Catch Certification for Trading of Fish and Fishery Products
Thrust IV: Providing Policy & Advisory Services for Planning & Executing Management of Fisheries
Fisheries Resource Survey and Operational Plan for M.V. SEAFDEC 2
TD
Y
Y
Offshore Fisheries Resources Exploration in Southeast Asia
TD
Y
Y
Enhancing the Compilation and Utilization of Fishery Statistics and Information
for Sustainable Development and Management of Fisheries in Southeast Asian
TD/SEC
Y
Y
Region
Comparative Studies for Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in the Southeast
MFRDMD
Y
Y
Asian Region
Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and Management of Sharks
MFRDMD
Y
Y
and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region
Thrust V: Addressing International Fisheries Related Issues from a Regional Perspective
Assistance of Capacity Building in the Region to Address International TradeSEC
Y
Y
related Issues
Strengthening SEAFDEC Network for Sustainable Fisheries
SEC
Y
Y
Program Thrust/Project Title

II.

Special Project
Program Thrust/ Project Title

Fisheries and Habitat Management, Climate Change and Social Well-being in
Southeast Asia
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Lead
Department

Period

SEC

2013-2017
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III.

New Projects from 2016
Project

Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood and Coastal
Resources Management (ASEAN-SEC/IDB/ SEAFDEC)
USAID “Oceans and Fisheries Partnership”

Lead
Department

Period

MFRDMD

2015-2017

SEC

2015-2019

Pipeline Projects and Emerging Needs for Preparation of Future Project Proposals
Project
Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the
South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand (UNEP/GEF/SEAFDEC)

Y = Program implemented during the year
N = Program not implemented during the year
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Annex 8
ASEAN-SEAFDEC COOPERATION IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ASEAN
INTEGRATED FOOD SECURITY (AIFS) FRAMEWORK
Climate Change and Its Impacts on Fisheries and Aquaculture:
Adaptation and Mitigation Towards Food Security
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Annex 9
ASEAN FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE FORUM (AFCF)
Highlights of the 7th AFCF Meeting
8-9 June 2015, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
Attended by representatives from 10 AMS, the ASEAN Secretariat, SEAFDEC, World Fish,
NACA, USAID, USMARKET Project, and the Members of the ASEAN Public Private
Taskforce on Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture.
Chaired by Myanmar and Vice-Chaired by Philippines.
Discussion:

Follow Up Actions after the 6th AFCF Meeting and other related Meetings

Update on the activities under the AFCF Framework

Six Priority Areas under AFCF (Fishing Capacity and Zoning System, Securing
Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries, Resource Rehabilitation/ Enhancements, Impact of
Climate change to Fisheries and Aquaculture, Combating IUU Fishing and Traceability of
Fisheries and Aquaculture Products

Report from the 4th ASEAN Public Private Taskforce on Sustainable Fisheries and
Aquaculture and Discussion with Private Sector Focal Points:
Role and Responsibility of Interim Secretariat

the need for private sector engagement to support fisheries cooperation in ASEAN

agreed to bring the issue on the taskforce on sustainable fisheries and aquaculture to the
23rdASWGFi meeting for further guidance and recommendation.

agreed to continue engaging private sector at the next future meetings for ASWGFi
consideration.
Report from the private sector

Representatives from private sectors expressed their appreciation

to AMS for the opportunity to participate to the AFCF Meeting to

share their experience and concern in supporting fisheries

cooperation in the region
Presentation/Statements from USAID, NACA, SEAFDEC and WorldFish on possible
cooperation to support AFCF.
Consideration on Future Meeting of AFCF:

agreed the Chairmanship of AFCF will follow the ROP of ASWGFi which is in rotational
basis.

the next meeting will focus more on key prioritized areas identified at the 6th AFCF
Meeting in 2014.
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Annex 10
PROGRESS OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ASEAN SHRIMP ALLIANCE (ASA)
INTRODUCTION
The ASEAN Shrimp Alliance Term of Reference was endorsed by the 29th Meeting of the ASEAN
Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (29th AMAF) on 1 November 2007 in Bangkok Thailand. All 10
ASEAN Member States are member of ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA). Department of Fisheries,
Thailand is the Secretariat of ASA and SEAFDEC is the collaborating partner of ASA. Objectives of ASA
are to develop ASEAN Shrimp Culture Practices; discuss on trade related issue and enhance ASEAN
negotiation power in shrimp world market through formation of common issues in relevant international
fora. Since its establishment, ASA priority activity is the development of the ASEAN Shrimp Culture
Practices including its Strategic Plan on development and implementation of ASEAN Shrimp Standard.
Regional Expert Group Meetings were organized during 2009-2011 to develop the ASEAN Shrimp Good
Aquaculture Practices (ASEAN Shrimp GAP). The ASEAN Shrimp GAP was developed based on FAO
Technical Guideline of Aquaculture Certification. Consequently, the Standard on ASEAN Good
Aquaculture Practices for Shrimp Farming or ASEAN Shrimp GAP together with the Strategic Plan on
Development and Implementation of ASAEN Shrimp GAP was endorsed by the 33rd Meeting of AMAF
in October 2011, Indonesia. ASEAN Shrimp GAP comprises four modules as recommended in the FAO
Guidelines on Aquaculture Certificate with slightly difference in details of each module. The four modules
comprise 1) Food Safety and Quality, 2) Animal Health and Welfare, 3) Environment Integrity and 4)
Socio-economic Aspects.
PROGRESS OF ASEAN SHRIMP ALLIANCE FOR NOVEMBER 2014 -NOVEMBER 2015
After the endorsement of ASEAN Shrimp Good Aquaculture Practices, now some ASEAN member states
are in the process of developing or aligning national shrimp standard with the ASEAN Shrimp GAP such
as Thailand and Indonesia. In case of Thailand, the national shrimp GAP alignment with ASEAN Shrimp
GAP was completed in 2014. The revision of checklist has been completed. Currently, Thailand is able to
certify shrimp farms in compliance of ASEAN Shrimp GAP.
The Sixth Meeting of ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA) was organized on 2 September 2015 in Bangkok,
Thailand and was hosted by the Department of Fisheries, Thailand. The Meeting was attended by the
representatives from the ASEAN Member States (AMSs) namely, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Philippines, and Viet Nam and Thailand. The representative from FAO
and NACA also attended the Meeting. The ASEAN Member States presented current status of shrimp
farming and aquaculture certification scheme. The Meeting also shared current situation of Early
Mortality Syndromes as well as prevention and mitigation measures.
The representative from FAO also presented the current status of aquaculture certification scheme and
shared views on certification scheme for ASEAN Shrimp GAP. NACA’s representative informed that
NACA has developed the proposal which aims to harmonize the certification scheme for ASEAN
especially for shrimp farming. The proposal is still developing with concerned organizations. The Meeting
suggested that Member Countries should involved in developing the proposal. Therefore, Department of
Fisheries, Thailand will host the workshop in January 2016 to discussion this proposal.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The Meeting is required to take note of the progress of ASA’s activities.
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Annex 11
ASEAN FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE CONFERENCE AND EXPOSITION 2016:
ASEAN SEAFOOD FOR THE WORLD
BACKGROUND
The ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) is the goal of regional economic integration among ten ASEAN
Member States to be achieved by 31st December 2015. The AEC will establish ASEAN as a single market and
production base making ASEAN more dynamic and competitive in the world market. Fisheries Sector is one of
12 priority sectors which ASEAN Leaders agreed to accelerate economic integration since 2007. Moreover,
most of ASEAN Member States (AMS) are major producers and exporters of fishery products to the world
market. Therefore, promoting and building good images of ASEAN fishery products to the world market is
required comprehensive actions at national and regional levels. Organizing the ASEAN Fisheries and
Aquaculture Conference and Exposition is important strategy of ASEAN Member States in order to build
awareness of consumer and importers on ASEAN best practices through the supply chain of fishery products.
In addition, ensuring the sustainability of fisheries and aquaculture of Southeast Asian Region is very crucial to
sustain the fisheries industry as well as socio-economic well-being of small-scale fisheries. Therefore, a
Fisheries Conference together with the Exposition is proposed to be organized as a platform for regional and
international experts/scientists to share and exchange information/experiences which would contribute to
sustainable development and management of fisheries in the region. Furthermore, new technologies and
techniques for sustainable aquaculture will be exchanged which would create new innovation as well as
motivation to AMSs to develop their fisheries sector to ensure enough supply for processing sector.
The 21st Meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) held on 24 - 26 July 2013 in
Vientiane, Lao PDR supported the Concept Proposal of the Conference and Exposition and suggested Thailand
to develop detailed proposal and accommodate comments from the Meeting. The Meeting agreed that this would
be an ASEAN initiative to be held in biennial basis. The revised concept proposal of the Conference and
Exposition entitled ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference and Exposition 2015: ASEAN Seafood for
the World was submitted and endorsed by Special SOM 34th AMAF Meeting and 35th AMAF Meeting
respectively.
However, due to the internal condition, this event is postponed to be held in 2016. Thailand sent the letter to
inform all AMSs and also informed during the 22nd Meeting of ASWGFi.
PROGRESS OF THE PREPARATION FOR THE CONFERENCE AND EXPOSITION
1.
Date and Venue
The Conference and Exposition will be held from 4 to 6 August 2016 at Bangkok International Trade and
Exhibition Centre (BITEC), Bangkok, Thailand
2.

The Conference

The Conference will be organized in collaboration with Asian Fisheries society, Food and Agriculture
Organization, INFOFISH, the Network of Aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific and SEAFDEC. The Conference title
is ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference 2016: ASEAN Seafood for the World and 11th Asian Fisheries
and Aquaculture Forum: Asian Food Security for the World.
The Technical sessions comprises six themes:
Theme 1: Governance
To include legal/policy frameworks, planning and compliance for both aquaculture and capture fisheries,
responsible infrastructure.
Theme 2: Education & training
To include International Symposium on Aquaculture and Fisheries Education (ISAFE) recommendations,
education and training needs in Asia, innovative and new education, knowledge exchange.
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Theme 3: Sustainable intensification of aquaculture
To include 5th Cage Culture in Asia outcomes and recommendations, feeds & nutrition (especially fish meal
issues), breeding & genetic selection, GMOs, hatchery technology, responsible aquaculture (environment),
aquaculture certification, social and economic dimension, disease management, DAA overview, biotechnology.
Theme 4: Response to Impacts of climate change
To include impacts and responses to climate change in both aquaculture and capture fisheries/ biodiversity,
building resilience of fishing/aquaculture stakeholders, disaster management.
Theme 5: Sustainable fisheries
To include both small scale artisanal and large scale industrial marine and inland, stock enhancement, culturebased fisheries, biology/ecology of target species, stock status, management, social/economic considerations and
major issues including IUU fishing, by-catch and subsidies.
Theme 6: Seafood, post-harvest technology and food safety
To include processing, products, biotechnology, food safety standards, compliance and certification.
About 1,000 participants are expected to attend the Conference. Two government representatives from AMSs will
be invited to participate in the Conference. Thailand will support air ticket, accommodation and domestic
transportation as well as exemption for registration fee.
THE EXPOSITION
The Exposition area is 7,550 sq.m. It can provide up to 330 booths (3x3m). Nation pavilions of ASEAN member
states are expected. 18 sq.m or 2 standard booths will be provided for each AMS.
PROMOTION OF THE CONFERENCE AND EXPOSITION
Promotion of the event has been started since March 2015 which include following activities;
-

Website: ASEANfishexpo2016.com, more information will be updated in the website soon.
Leaflets have been distributed at Boston Seafood Show and Seafood Expo Global in March 2015 and April
2015 respectively.

Registration for Conference and booking for exposition areas will be started before January 2016
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The Meeting is requested to provide comments for the preparation of the Conference and Exposition.
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Annex 12
PREPARATION FOR THE HIGH-LEVEL CONSULTATION ON REGIONAL COOPERATION
IN SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT TOWARDS THE ASEAN ECONOMIC
COMMUNITY: COMBATING IUU FISHING AND ENHANCING THE COMPETITIVENESS
OF ASEAN FISH AND FISHERY PRODUCTS
Executive Summary
The Concept Note for the High-level Consultation on Regional Cooperation In Sustainable Fisheries
Development Towards the ASEAN Economic Community: Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the
Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products was addressed at the 47th Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council and later supported by the 23rd Meeting of the ASWGFi. The High-level Consultation
has objectives to: 1) Enhance the awareness on the significance of regional cooperation in sustainable
fisheries development; and 2) Seek high-level policy support from the ASEAN Member States through the
“Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and
Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products”
This paper aims to update the preparatory process, regional technical consultation(s) and multistakeholders consultation(s) that have been organized (prior to the High-level Consultation) to review the
fisheries situation and the emerging issues that hinder the sustainable development of fisheries in the
region as well as the progress of actions taken by the region, and recommend practical steps toward
addressing such issues. Results from these consultation(s) would serve as basis for formulating the Draft
“Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and
Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products”, to be submitted for consideration
by the SEAFDEC Council of Directors prior to the High-level Consultation for endorsement by high-level
officials of the ASEAN Member States.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18th Meeting of FCG/ASSP is requested to take note proposed work plan and preparatory process for
formulating the Draft “Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating
IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products”. The 18th
FCG/ASSP meeting is also invited to advise and comments to SEAFDEC and Member Countries on the
formulating of the Draft Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration.
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CONCEPT NOTE
HIGH-LEVEL CONSULTATION ON REGIONAL COOPERATION IN SUSTAINABLE
FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT TOWARDS THE ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY:
COMBATING IUU FISHING AND ENHANCING THE COMPETITIVENESS OF ASEAN FISH
AND FISHERY PRODUCTS
(Revised after 47th Council and 23rd ASWGFi Meetings)
I.

BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION

SEAFDEC in collaboration with the ASEAN organized in June 2011 the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Conference
on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020 “Fish for the People
2020: Adaptation to a Changing Environment”. During the Conference, the Ministers and Senior Officials
responsible for fisheries of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries adopted the “Resolution and Plan
of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020” which has
since then served as policy framework for sustainable development of fisheries and enhancing its
contribution to food security and the well-being of people in the region.
While the Member Countries with technical support from SEAFDEC have been implementing activities at
the national and regional levels guided by the Resolution and the Plan of Action, the region has been
encountering emerging issues that require closer cooperation among countries, e.g. the more stringent
measures applied by importing countries both within and outside the region, toward combating Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing and ensuring that fish and fisheries products are derived from
responsible fishing activities. Therefore, cooperation among relevant national agencies as well as among
countries in the region is necessary in order to come up with practical and harmonized approaches that
would enhance the competitiveness of fish and fishery products traded in intra-regional or international
markets.
SEAFDEC considers that after five years of promoting the Resolution and the Plan of Action in the
region, it is an opportune time to conduct an in-depth review of the emerging regional issues that hinder
fisheries development, identify measures particularly those that require regional cooperation and
intervention, and seek the countries’ high-level commitment and continued efforts to address such issues
in an efficient manner.
As preparatory process, regional technical consultation(s) and multi-stakeholders consultation(s) would be
organized (prior to the High-level Consultation) to review the fisheries situation and the emerging issues
that hinder the sustainable development of fisheries in the region as well as the progress of actions taken
by the region, and recommend practical steps toward addressing such issues. Results from these
consultation(s) would serve as basis for formulating the Draft “Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on
Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish
and Fishery Products”, to be submitted for consideration by the SEAFDEC Council of Directors prior to
the High-level Consultation for endorsement by high-level officials of the ASEAN Member States.
It is expected that the said “Joint Declaration” would assure high-level policy support and cooperation
from relevant national agencies towards sustainable fisheries development. In addition, the “Joint
Declaration” would also provide a framework to enable SEAFDEC and relevant agencies and donor
organizations to sustain support for enhancing regional cooperation in sustainable fisheries development
in light of the unification of the ASEAN Economic Community after the year 2015 and beyond.
The Concept Note for the conduct of the High-level Consultation was supported by the 47th Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council and the 23rd Meeting of the ASWGFi.
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II.

THE EVENTS

2.1

Regional Technical Consultation(s)

The Regional Technical Consultation(s) (RTCs) would be convened as preparatory process, with
objectives to:
1) Review updated information on emerging issues and challenges that hinder the sustainable
development and management of fisheries in the region; and
2) Recommend the ways and means of addressing emerging issues and challenges, as well as the
possible roles and responsibilities of concerned agencies.
The participants of the RTCs would include the senior officers of the agencies responsible for fisheries,
and officers of SEAFDEC, researchers from academic and research institutions, and representatives from
other international/regional organizations.
Issues (tentative) to be discussed at the RTCs include:
Current situation in ASEAN Member States (reviewed and presented by countries)
Regional cooperation for combating IUU fishing
 Preventing entry of IUU fishing products to supply chain
 Catch documentation scheme (including ACDS)
 Fishing vessel registration, licensing, and regional fishing vessels record (including RFVR)
 Management of fishing capacity (including RPOA-Capacity)
Enhancing the competitiveness of ASEAN fish and fishery products
 Labor issues, migratory workforce, working conditions and safety at sea
 Safety/hygiene of fish and fishery products
 Others (to be identified during the consultations)
In addition, relevant issues that may emerge after the monitoring of progress in implementation of the
Resolution and Plan of Actions Towards 2020 could also be incorporated.
It is expected that the RTCs would come up with outputs as follows:
1) Updated information on current situation, progress and remaining issues/challenges that hinder the
sustainable development of fisheries and the competitiveness of ASEAN fish and fishery products;
and
2) Recommendations on way forward in addressing the issues/challenges, as well as the possible roles
and responsibilities of concerned agencies, at national and regional levels, to enhance regional
cooperation.
2.2

Multi-stakeholders consultation(s)

Multi-stakeholder consultation(s) has objective to inform the relevant stakeholders of the results from the
preparatory RTCs, particularly the recommendations on ways and means of addressing emerging issues
and challenges, in order to see the applicability for the relevant stakeholders and private sector.
The participants of the Multi-stakeholder consultation(s) would include officers from agencies
responsible for fisheries as well as other concerned agencies (at operational levels), and relevant
stakeholders including the private sector (including producers, processors and traders).
The expected outputs from the multi-stakeholders consultation(s) would be the views from participants
which could be accommodated with the recommendations from the preparatory RTCs, to serve as a basis
for development of the Joint Declaration.
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2.3

The High-level Consultation

The SEAFDEC Secretariat would analyze the results from the preparatory Regional Technical
Consultation(s) and the multi-stakeholders consultation(s) in order to come up with the draft “Joint
ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the
Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products” for consideration by the SEAFDEC Council.
Upon the endorsement by the Council, SEAFDEC would convene a “High-level Consultation on Regional
Cooperation in Sustainable Fisheries Development Towards the ASEAN Economic Community:
Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products”.
Objectives
The High-level Consultation has objectives to:
1) Enhance the awareness on the significance of regional cooperation in sustainable fisheries
development; and
2) Seek high-level policy support from the ASEAN Member States in addressing emerging issues and
challenges, and to ensure regional cooperation in sustainable fisheries development.
Date and Venue
The High-level Consultation would be organized on 3 August 2016, in Bangkok, Thailand, and hosted by
the Department of Fisheries of Thailand. The event is to be held back-to-back with the ASEAN Fisheries
and Aquaculture Conference and Exposition to be organized on 4-6 August 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand.
Expected Participants
It is expected that the High-level Consultation would be attended by:
1) High-level officials (SOM level) from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries;
2) SEAFDEC Council Directors, together with delegates from fisheries authority of the respective
ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries;
3) SEAFDEC: Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General, Department Chiefs and senior officers
from SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments;
4) High-level officials or representatives from the ASEAN Secretariat; and
5) Representatives from donor agencies and regional/international organizations, e.g. FAO, Government
of Sweden, USAID, etc.
Expected Outputs
The expected outputs from the High-level Consultation is the Adoption of the “Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of
ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products” by high-level officials of the ASEAN Member States.
Tentative Programs
3 August 2016 (Wednesday)
9.00-10.30
(Open session)

10.30-11.00
11.00-12.30

1) Opening of the Consultation
 Welcome Address by Minister of Agriculture and Cooperatives of Thailand
 Remarks by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General
 Remarks by the ASEAN Secretariat: Policies Towards Fisheries
Development under the ASEAN Economic Community
2) Report of the SEAFDEC Secretary-General
Coffee Break
3) Challenges and Opportunities for ASEAN Cooperation in Fisheries in a
Changing Environment (summary of issues, challenges and recommendations on
way forward -- as a result of multi-stakeholders consultation)
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12.30-14.00
14.00-15.30
(Closed session)

15.30-16.00
16.00-17.00
(Open session)

Lunch Break
4) Statements by High-level Officials of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member
Countries.
5) Adoption of the “Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional Cooperation
for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish
and Fishery Products”
Coffee Break
6) Cooperation with Donors and International/Regional Organizations (Statement
on areas of mutual interest and possible scopes for future cooperation)
7) Closing of the Consultation
8) Press Statement

III.

SCHEDULE OF WORKS

1) 47th SEAFDEC Council Meeting (early April 2015) – Endorsement of the Concept Note.
2) 23rd ASWGFi Meeting (June 2015) – Endorsement of the Concept Note.
3) Submission of the Concept Note for consideration by high-level authority of ASEAN (as appropriate)
4) Conduct of regional technical consultation(s) and multi-stakeholders consultation(s) (SeptemberApril 2016) – Preparation of technical inputs for the “Joint Declaration”
5) Drafting of the “Joint Declaration” (May 2016) – In-house work by the SEAFDEC Secretariat
6) Circulation of the “Joint Declaration” to the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries (SEAFDEC
Council) (June) – Endorsement of the “Joint Declaration” by ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries.
7) Conduct of “High-level Consultation”, and endorsement of the “Joint Declaration” by high-level
officials of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries (3 August 2016)
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Annex 13
RESULTS FROM EAST ASIA SUMMIT (EAS): TRACK II STUDY GROUP REPORT ON
ENHANCING FOOD SECURITY THROUGH SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
AND MARINE ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
Proposed by Department of Fisheries
Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism, Brunei Darussalam
I.

BACKGROUND

1.
Food security is an increasing challenge faced by the international community due to the growing
demand for food triggered by the rise in global population. It is also affected by a range of other factors
such as rising food and energy prices, climate change, and pollution.
2.
Most of the countries in East Asia Summit (EAS) countries region, namely Australia, Brunei
Darussalam, Cambodia, People's Republic of China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
New Zealand, the Philippines, Republic of Korea, Russia, Singapore, Thailand, United States of America,
and Viet Nam are surrounded by water and teemed with coastal communities hence; much of their
population is dependent on the sea for nutrition and as a source of livelihood. Fish contribute a significant
amount of animal protein to the diets of people in the region. Harvesting from the sea has also contributed
substantially to regional economic development. As such, there is very high ecological and socioeconomic inter-dependence amongst the East Asian countries.
Factors such as unsustainable fishing practices, climate change, and pollution can have a negative
3.
effect on the region’s delicate marine ecosystem that can lead to the decrease in biodiversity and aquatic
population. Furthermore, fishing is an issue of transboundary nature, as fishes and other marine life has no
borders and boundaries, hence the action of a one country may affect others as well. In this regard, it is
important to ensure that this essential resource, which is shared by the region as a whole, is protected and
properly managed.
4.
The East Asia Summit (EAS) Leaders at the 6th EAS in Bali, Indonesia on 19 November 2012
underlined the importance for the EAS to look into the issue of food security in a comprehensive manner,
while the 7th EAS highlighted the importance of promoting cooperation in food security and nutrition. The
Phnom Penh Declaration on the EAS Development Initiative adopted on 20 November 2012 also
encouraged EAS cooperation in promoting food security.
Based on the commitment of the EAS Leaders, the 3rd EAS Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held on 2
5.
July 2013 adopted the Terms of Reference for an EAS Track II Study Group on Enhancing Food Security
through Sustainable Fisheries Management and Marine Environment Conservation (hereinafter referred to
as “the Study Group”).
II.

OBJECTIVES

6.
The objective of the project is to promote the discussions by the Study Group on the issue of
enhancing food security through sustainable fisheries management and marine environmental
conservation.
III.

MEETINGS

7.
The study group consisted of representatives from the EAS participating countries who are experts
in maritime fields, including scholars, academics and business persons in private sectors as well as
representatives of relevant international organizations, think-tanks, and the private sector involved in
maritime activities. Government officials, experts, scholars and private sector representatives in maritime
fields were also invited as resource speakers and panelists at this study group’s meeting and workshops.
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8.

The Study Group met on three occasions during the 2013-2014 inter-sessional year as follows:
The first meeting from 3-5 December 2013 in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam,
The second meeting from 6-7 May 2014 in Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, and
The third meeting from 1-2 July 2014 in Tokyo, Japan.

IV.

RECOMMENDATIONS

9.
Over the course of discussions, it was recalled that the 1996 World Food Summit identified four
pillars of food security, namely food availability, food access, food utilization, and system stability. It was
likewise noted that the ecosystem approach to fisheries management (EAFM) has drawn increasing
attention in various international conferences, including WSSD in 2002 and the UNCSD in 2012. In order
to identify current issues and future challenges, a matrix was distributed to country representatives
soliciting information on their activities, best practices, and recommendations with respect to the four
pillars of food security. A considerable range of information was provided, particularly in regard to food
availability (fisheries resources, habitat degradation, and other issues such as IUU fishing); information
was more limited across other pillars. Based on collected technical inputs and discussions by the
Study Group members, during the third (and final) meeting, agreement was reached on five
principal recommendations.
i.

ii.
iii.

iv.

v.

V.

Enhance collaborative research and cooperation on information and data exchange
among scientists and other relevant stakeholders, including best practices among
governments and the private sector, in the field of sustainable fisheries management and
the marine environmental conservation to increase the food security of people in the
region.
Increase level of awareness, skill development and collective education for government
officials and other relevant stakeholders, including the private sector, in the context of
sustainable fisheries management for marine environmental conservation.
Encourage assessment and implementation of the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries
Management (EAFM) in the region, including through coordination of monitoring and
surveillance activities addressing illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and
the impact of climate change on fisheries.
Promote collaboration between the public and private sector by establishing a formal
dialogue among EAS participating countries to coordinate efforts and discuss issues to
address food security, with the end view of improving the livelihoods of fishers and other
relevant stakeholders.
Establish complementary mechanism for the implementation of existing efforts and
commitments on food security as recommended through the Framework of Regional
Actions to enhance coordination and integration among EAS participating countries.

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING

The Meeting is requested to take note the five principal recommendations made by the study group. The
Meeting is also requested to provide guidance and policy directives on the implementation of the five
principal recommendations which are aligned with FCG/ASSP Collaborative Program in order to ensure
maximum benefit to the ASEAN-SEAFDEC member states.
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Annex 14
CITES ISSUES: REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT
INTRODUCTION

1.
This paper compiles information on the implementation of CITES-related matters the regional
approach which is being developed in the Southeast Asia. This paper is prepared to support the discussion
during the Eighteenth Meeting of Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Strategic Partnership (ASSP) to be convened from 26 to 27 November 2015 in Manila, the Philippines.
The SEAFDEC Council during its 47th Meeting supported the implementation of activities on
2.
CITES-related activities especially on improvement of data collection on sharks at national and regional
levels. The Council suggested that SEAFDEC should intensify its communication with the CITES
Secretariat to enhance linkage and cooperation. In preparation for the CITES COP-17, the Council also
suggested that SEAFDEC should continue to monitor the possible listing of economically important
species, especially eel species in the CITES Appendices. In this connection, the Council encouraged all
AMSs to implement relevant activities at national level and AMSs should closely coordinate with their
relevant national agencies in raising the concerns especially during ASEAN Wildlife Enforcement
Network (ASEAN WEN) meetings.
PROGRESS MADE FOR REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT AND LATEST
INFORMATION ON LISTING PROPOSALS FOR THE CITES COP-17
Sharks and rays

3.
SEAFDEC provided capacity building to AMSs on improving catch data of sharks and rays,
several training programs on species identification, improved national statistic to include the sharks and
rays by species. In addition, several technical consultation meeting on Data Collection for Assessment of
Shark Stock Status have been conducted since 2003. Some countries have included sharks and rays by
species in the national statistics, but many countries are facing difficulty to include due to increasing of
duty for data collection.
4.
After CITES-COP16, SEAFDEC was requested again to provide support to our Member
Countries to collect data on sharks and rays under the financial support from the Japanese Trust Fund and
the EU funding through CITES Secretariat. With the aims to assess the status and trends of their
population in the Southeast Asian region, SEAFDEC worked with relevant AMS on finalizing the work
plan and activities on improvement of data collection on sharks and rays which will be started from
middle of 2015, totally 12 months of data collection and testing of NDF for sharks and ray. In this regard,
the progress report on National Workshop and Training Sessions on Sharks Data Collection in Southeast
Asian Countries from July to September 2015 is attached as Annex 1.
5.
To support AMSs, guidebook on identification of sharks and rays are produced and AMS are
encouraged to include data collection of sharks and rays in the national statistic framework for long term
conservation and management of such species.
6.
For CITES COP17, USA is considering to make a proposal of Devil Rays (Mobula spp.) on
Appendix 2 (public comment procedure is ongoing). Several species such as Bigeye thresher shark
(Alopias superciliosus), Dusky shark (Carcharhinus obscurus), Silky shark (C. falciformes), Blue shark
(Propnace glauca) are considered as species which USA will not submit proposals at COP17, unless USA
receives significant additional information.
Eels

7.
In the Southeast Asian region, the glass eels of Anguilla bicolor (or Indonesian short fin eels) are
distributed in the coastal areas especially in west coast of Sumatra, south-west Java of Indonesia, and
northern Luzon of the Philippines. Because the Anguilla bicolor meat/texture is similar to Japanese eels,
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therefore the demand of Anguilla bicolor may increase which may impact to the resources in near future.
Regarding this, SEAFDEC have worked with AMSs and come up with the Regional Policy
Recommendations on Conservation and Management of Catadromous Eel Resources and Promotion of
Sustainable Aquaculture. The policy recommendations were adopted by the Councils at its 47th Meeting in
April 2015.

8.
For CITES COP17, USA considers a listing proposal of American eel on Appendix 2 (public
comment procedure is ongoing) while the EU’s scientific evaluation group has already concluded that
listing of Japanese eel on the Appendix 2 is scientifically appropriate. So, now EU’s administration is
considering appropriateness of listing proposal of Japanese Eel on Appendix 2 by the EU. In this regard, if
American Eel and/or Japanese Eel are listed, it is pertaining that Anguilla bicolor will be proposed by
some countries as look-alike species.
Pacific Bluefin Tuna

9.
In November 2014, Pacific Bluefin Tuna (Thunnus orientalis) were included into the IUCN Red
List of Threatened Species as ‘Vulnerable’ to extinction. The favorable sushi and sashimi markets
increased predominantly in Asia led the demand of this species continue to rise. The reason for inclusion
is that most of the fish caught are juveniles which have not yet had a chance to reproduce and the
population is estimated to have declined by 19 to 33% over the past 22 years [1]. The International
Scientific Committee for Tuna and Tuna-like Species in the North Pacific Ocean recently pointed out
degradation of Pacific Bluefin Tuna stock. The concern of which CITES will refer to IUCN’s Red List
and relevant literature when updating its content. However, no update information that which country will
propose the inclusion of Pacific Bluefin Tuna into the CITES Appendixes at the COP 17 for the time
being.
Sea cucumber

10.
In 2013, IUCN included Japanese Spiky Sea Cucumber (Apostichopus japonicas) in its red list as
‘Endangered’. In this regard, USA considers to make proposal of 36 sea cucumber species which inhabits
USA waters such as Pepino de mar (Actinopyga agassizii), Deep-water redfish (A. echinites), Tripang
(Holothuria arenicola), Lollyfish (H. atra), Four-sided sea cucumber (Isostichopus badionotus) to be
included in the Appendix 2. It should be noted that 10 out of 36 species are not native to USA while 29
out of 36 species are distributed in the Southeast Asian countries. Based on the USA’s public comment,
however, USA will not submit proposals at COP17, unless significant information is received.
Precious corals

11.
USA had attempted to propose the inclusion of Corallium spp. in Appendix 2 during the CITES
COP 14. Presently, USA considers proposal of listing of Red Corals (Corallium spp.) and Pink Corals
(Paracorallium spp.) to be included into Appendix 2 at COP17 (public comment procedure is ongoing).
PREPARATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF ASEAN COMMON/ COORDINATED
POSITION FOR THE CITES-COP17

12.
SEAFDEC plan to review the proposed listing of CEAS to the CITES-COP17 during January to
April 2016 and will conduct an Expert Group Meeting on the proposed listing of CEAS to CITES-COP 17
during the 4th Week of April 2016. In this regard, the Regional Technical Consultation on Common or
Coordinated Position for CITES-COP17 will be conducted on the 3rd week of May 2016. The result will
be submitted ad referendum to SEAFDEC Council for consideration and endorsement by the 2 nd week of
June 2016.

1

IUCN, 2014. Global appetite for resources pushing new species to the brink – IUCN Red List. Available online via
[http://www.iucn.org/?18621/Global-appetite-for-resources-pushing-new-species-to-the-brink--IUCN-Red-List] Accessed
on 18 October 2015.
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REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING

13.
The Meeting is requested to take note the progress made by SEAFDEC in relation to CITESrelated issues. The Meeting is also requested to support the implementation of CITES-related matters
especially on improving data collection on sharks at national and regional levels and development of
ASEAN Common or Coordinated Position for the CITES-COP17. Lastly, the Meeting is cordially invited
to provide policy recommendations on the future direction and way forwards in relation to CITES-related
issues.
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Annex 15
REGIONAL FISHING VESSELS RECORD (RFVR):
A TOOL TO COMBAT IUU FISHING IN SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION

Executive Summary
At the onset, SEAFDEC/TD organized a series of experts meeting as follows: 1) the 1st Meeting of
Regional Core Experts in October 2011, where the procedures for fishing licensing and boats registration
in Southeast Asian countries as well as the corresponding minimum requirements for obtaining fishing
license and boats registration certificates were discussed as well as ways and means of preventing the fish
and fishery products from IUU fishing; 2) the 2nd Meeting of Regional Core Experts in June 2012, where
an principal agreement on the list of required data and information was reached by the SEAFDEC
Member Countries on sharing of fishing vessels data/information for 24 meters in length and over. The
results and agreed basic information requirements/list from such meetings, and the concept proposal on
establishment of the RFVR were presented to and approved by the SEAFDEC Council during its 45th
Meeting in April 2013 in the Philippines. Later, the concept proposal was supported by the Special Senior
Officials Meeting of the Thirty-Fourth Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry
(Special SOM-34th AMAF) to establish a Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for 24 meters in
length and over as a tool to combat IUU fishing in the Southeast Asian Region.
The series of activities implementation has been continued through an expert and consultation meetings in
2014, while the RFVR for 24 m in length and over was lunched at the 47th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council
in April 2015 in Chiang Rai, Thailand. Follow-up the recommendations made by Member Countries,
SEAFDEC continued to update and improve the RFVR-24m Database as well as reviewing the vessels for
less than 24m that are concerned in the IUU fishing activities. In connection to this, the Regional
Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record: Use and Way Forward of RFVR
Database was held on 2-4 June 2015, in Pattaya, Thailand. The results came out with “Policy
Recommendation, Strategies and Way Forward for AMSs and SEAFDEC to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate
IUU Fishing through Utilization of RFVR Database for 24 Meters in Length and Over” for consideration
by the 18th FCG/ASSP.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
1)

2)

The meeting is requested to take note of the Executive Report on Regional Fishing Vessels
Record (RFVR) - a Tool to Combat the IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region including the
recommendations from the 47th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, and Policy Recommendation,
Strategies and Way Forward from the RTC in June 2015. In addition, the relevant AMSs to
RFVR-24m are requested to support the usage of RFVR-24m and sharing of data/information to
increase the effectiveness in combating IUU fishing within the ASEAN region.
The meeting is also invited to provide policy direction and ways forwards to SEAFDEC for future
action to support AMSs in combating IUU fishing.
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Policy Consideration on International Fisheries-related Issues on Combating IUU Fishing
“Regional Fishing Vessel Record for Vessels 24 meters in Length and Over”
I.

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE 47TH MEETING OF SEAFDEC COUNCIL

Para 49: While expressing his appreciation for the development of the RFVR, the Council Director for
Indonesia informed the Council that the country would still need more time to be able to
provide the necessary data for the RFVR Database as the country is still conducting more
evaluation on recording of vessels 24 m in length and over. He then informed the Council that
the evaluation being undertaken in the country could be completed by the end of April 2015
and the results would be submitted to SEAFDEC as soon as possible to be used in updating the
national data in the RFVR Database. He also suggested that during the workshop on RFVR in
2015, the number of vessels submitted by the AMSs to SEAFDEC should be reviewed in order
that the veracity of the data could be confirmed.
Para 51: The Council Director for Japan mentioned that Japan has been supporting the activities of
SEAFDEC that led to the development of the RFVR and the Database with enhanced
cooperation among the Member Countries.
Para 52: The Council Director for Malaysia raised the concern on sharing the information in the RFVR
Database with non-AMS and suggested that a mechanism should be developed for non-AMS
(e.g. RPOA-IUU Member Countries which are not members of SEAFDEC) to share
information on their vessels in the future.
Para 55: Furthermore, with regards to the development of the RFVR Database for vessels less than 24 m
in length, the Council recommended that a technical workshop should be convened by
SEAFDEC to discuss the procedures to be undertaken on this matter. <In response to this
SEAFDEC organized the RTC held on 2-4 June 2015 to discuss as suggested>.
II.

POLICY RECOMMENDATION, STRATEGIES AND WAY FORWARD FOR AMSS AND
SEAFDEC TO PREVENT, DETER AND ELIMINATE IUU FISHING THROUGH
UTILIZATION OF RFVR DATABASE FOR 24 METERS IN LENGTH AND OVER

The Consultation discussed and summarized the Policy Recommendation, Strategies and Way Forward for
AMSs and SEAFDEC to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing through Utilization of RFVR
Database for 24 Meters in Length and Over as follows;
1)

Basic requirement items for the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over

Issues/Challenges
1.1 Date of launching
1.2 Addition of two (2) items to
the 26 Basic requirements

1.3 Type of vessel

1.4 Lack of information on carrier
vessels from other AMSs

Recommendations
Countries which do not have information on “Date of Launching” of the
fishing vessel could provide input on “Year of built” instead
The Consultation suggested including two (2) items to the Basic
requirements are 1) expiration date of fishing license; and 2) fishing
license number.
The Consultation noted that there would be 28 basic requirements
(Table 1) for the RFVR Database and that SEAFDEC would seek
approval from the Council on the said matter.
The Consultation supported the inclusion of carrier vessels operating
at sea that carry fish and fishery products in the RFVR Database
The Consultation also supported the inclusion of Cambodian fishing
vessels that operate in international waters in the RFVR Database. In
this connection, SEAFDEC would send official letter to
FiA/Cambodia requesting for data submission for the RFVR
Database.
The RFVR Database includes all types of fishing vessels, and supporting
vessels i.e. light boat, sonar boat, and carriers that are related to fishing
activities operating in EEZ, coastal waters of other AMSs, and in the
High Seas or RFMO’s Area. In this connection, the Consultation
requested AMSs to submit information of all supporting and carrier
vessels for the RFVR Database.
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Issues/Challenges
1.5 Serial number of engine

Recommendations
The serial number of engine is one of the important information that
could be used as vessel identity for checking its registration. Therefore,
AMSs are requested to compile this information in their national fishing
license system.

Table 1: Updated basic information requirements for RFVR database for 24 meters in length and over
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

2)

Information on fishing vessels
Name of vessel
Vessel Registration Number
Owner Name
Type of fishing method/gear
Fishing License number
Expiration date of fishing licenses
Port of registry
Gross tonnage (GRT/GT)
Length (L)
Breadth (B)
Depth (D)
Engine Power
Shipyard/Ship Builder
Date of launching/Year of built

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Information on fishing vessels
International Radio Call sign
Engine Brand
Serial number of engine
Hull material
Date of registration
Area (country) of fishing operation
Nationality of vessel (flag)
Previous name (if any)
Previous flag (if any)
Name of captain/master
Nationality of captain/master
Number of crew (maximum/minimum)
Nationality of crew
IMO Number (If available)

Improving of Initial Data set for the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over

Issues/Challenges
2.1 Data error, Double
recording, and
Incomplete
information/data

2.2 Online submission

2.3 Difficulty in data
inputs/data uploading in
local language
2.4 Updated number of
fishing vessels

2.5 Unclear abbreviation:
N/A, ND

Recommendations
The National Focal Points are
requested to verify the RFVR data
before submission to SEAFDEC. The
verified initial data set for fishing
vessels of 24m in length and over shall
be submitted to SEAFDEC by end of
July 2015.

The Consultation recommended
SEAFDEC to update the RFVR
Database for data online submission in
the future.
AMSs agreed to submit all information
in English alphabet/language.
Number of fishing vessels for 24
meters in length and over that was
reported by AMSs varies by year. In
the event of drastic change in the
number of fishing vessels, the AMSs is
required to provide reason for that
drastic change in order to avoid wrong
interpretation.
For standardization of data/information
in the RFVR Database, SEAFDEC
would develop a Manual for data input.
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Progress (by 8Nov.2015)
1st submission (2014)
6AMSs namely BN, MM, MY,
PH, TH, VN submitted the data
(exception Indonesia)
2nd Submission (2015) for verified
data
AMSs namely PH, TH, VN
submitted the data
MY is in process of verification
the data
But BN, ID, MM, not yet
response on verified data to
SEAFDEC
TD is seeking the Pros and Cons for
this matter, due to security reason.
In progress by internal discussion
with providers from AMSs
In progress by internal discussion
with providers from AMSs

> In progress by internal discussion
with providers from AMSs
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3)

Usage of the RFVR Database for 24 meters in length and over

Issues/Challenges
3.1 Editing of User name and
password for accessing the
RFVR Database
3.2 Standardization of the type of
fishing vessels
3.3 Awareness building on usage of
the RFVR Database

Recommendations
In assuring user friendliness of the RFVR Database security system,
SEAFDEC should consider including the function to allow the change
of user name and password.
Based on the inputs from AMSs, the type of gear is standardized to the
type of fishing vessel as appears in Table 2.
AMSs is requested to identify the potential users from other relevant
inter-agencies and promote the usage of the RFVR Database within the
country.

Table 2: Type of fishing gear and methods and category of Vessel Types used in the RFVR Database
Country
Brunei Darussalam
Indonesia
Malaysia

Myanmar

Philippine

Thailand

Viet Nam

Type of fishing method/gear
Trawler
Purse seine
Purse Seine (Pukat Cincin), Pelagis Kecil
Bouke Ami (Stick Held Drift Net)
Jaring Insang (Gillnet) Hanyut Dasar / Liong Bun
Fish Purse-Seine
Trawl Nets
Anchovy Purse-Seine
Hook & Lines
Transport
Trawler
Stow
Purse Seiner
Trap Setter
Drift/ Gill Nets
Sardine/Mackerel/Scad Purse Seine,
Tuna Purse Seine
Ring Net
Round Haul Seine
Tuna Longline, Any Longline
Trawl Net
Drive-In Net (Paaling)
Danish Seine
Beach/ Drag Seine
Bag Net
Handline
Push Net
Others (No Specification)
Sonar boat, Light boat, Tanker, Skiff boat
Carrier
Gillnets
Purse seine
Otter board trawls
Pair trawls
Push net
Longline
Pair Trawl Fishing
Trawl Fishing
CRAFT SHOOTING FISHING
Gill Net fishing
Fishing Logistic
Hook And Line
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Type of fishing vessels
TRAWLER
PURSE SEINER
PURSE SEINER
STICK HELD DIP NETTER
GILLNETTER
PURSE SEINER
TRAWLER
PURSE SEINER
LONGLINER
CARRIER
TRAWLER
STOW NETTER
PURSE SEINER
TRAP SETTER
GILLNETTER
PURSE SEINER
TUNA PURSE SEINE
RING NET VESSEL
SEINER
LONGLINER
TRAWLER
DRIVE-IN NET VESSEL
DANISH SEINER
BEACH SEINE
BAG NET VESSEL
HANDLINER
PUSH NET VESSEL
OTHERS
SUPPORTING BOAT
CARRIER
GILLNETTER
PURSE SEINER
TRAWLER
PAIR TRAWLER
PUSH NET VESSEL
LONGLINER
PAIR TRAWLER
TRAWLER
OTHERS
GILLNETTER
Supporting Boat
HOOK&LINE VESSEL
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4)

Updating/Renewing Data of the RFVR Database for 24 Meters in Length and Over to System

Issues/Challenges
4.1 Time lag for validating
fishing vessel
4.2 Time for annual
renewing/ updating of
data

5)

Recommendations
The Consultation took note of the time lag which might be a problem in
compilation of fishing vessel information of one (1) whole year. However, it
should not affect the validity of information in the RFVR Database for real time
data would be needed for verifying the fishing vessel information by AMSs.
AMSs identified the time period for updating or renewing the countries’ fishing
vessel information for the RFVR Database as follows:
Philippines: 1st Quarter of year
Malaysia:
1st Quarter of year
Thailand:
2nd Quarter of year
Myanmar:
3rd Quarter of year
Viet Nam:
4th Quarter of year
th
Indonesia:
4 Quarter of year
Singapore (To revert)
Cambodia (To revert)

Responsibility of National Focal Points (NFP) on the RFVR Database

Issues/Challenges
5.1 Unclear TOR of the
NFP

5.2 Updating of NFP for
RFVR

Recommendations
The Meeting agreed on the Term of Responsible (TOR) of the National Focal
Point (NFP) which aims to enhance the efficiency in coordination
The National Focal Point would act as representative of the Member Country
with respect to technical coordination work with SEAFDEC. The functions of
the National Focal Point are as follows;
(a)
To coordinate on compilation and verification of quality and accuracy
of data and information of fishing vessels;
(b)
To respond for annual updating of data and information for RFVR
database;
(c)
To manage the User Account of RFVR-database system of their
respective countries.
Any addition or change of NFP for RFVR should be submitted officially to
SEAFDEC.

Noted that, the progress on nomination of the NFP by 5th November 2015, All ASEAN Member States
nominated the NFP for RFVR, except Indonesia.
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Annex 16
ASEAN CATCH DOCUMENTATION SCHEME
Executive Summary
Market driven measures on trading of fish and fishery products, specifically, the EC Regulation
1005/2008 has impacted not only to the countries that send their products to the EU but also to some
countries that do not export their fish directly to the EU which need catch certificates. In addition, for the
purpose of conservation and management of tunas by the Regional Fisheries Management Organization
(RFMOs), the RFMO’s Catch Documentation Schemes is introduced to their Member Countries for
implementation. Taking into account the impact from both market driven measures mentioned above, all
relevant AMS that traded their fish and fishery products needed to implement the measures. AMS
considers the importance of measures that could provide guidance to improve the traceability system for
capture fisheries and combating IUU fishing. By the reasons, AMS realized that catch documentation
scheme could be used as one of management tools to improve and strengthen better management of
fisheries in the ASEAN region as well as could support intra-regional and international trade of fish and
fishery products beyond trading with the EU and under the framework of RFMOs areas.
In according to the abovementioned circumstances, issues pertaining to the EC-Regulation 1005/2008 and
how to increase the traceability of capture fisheries has been immensely discussed at the 13th Meeting of
the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP) in
December 2010 in Thailand. SEAFDEC Secretariat was suggested to take a proactive role in facilitating
the sharing of experiences and information among the Member Countries (e.g. difficulties faced by the
industry, areas of negotiations with EC, possible solutions/options), in order to enhance the capacity of
Member Countries in complying with the requirements of the EC Regulation. Moreover, the AMS
expressed their support on improve the traceability for capture fisheries to ensure the sustainability of
fisheries for food security toward 2020 within the ASEAN Region. In addition, AMS also support the
development of common regional catch documentation scheme/system herein after called “ASEAN Catch
Documentation System/Scheme taking into consideration the format, standard and information
requirements of importing countries, but simplified in order to enhance its applicability by small-scale
fisheries in the region.
In response to the request from AMSs, SEAFDEC Secretariat in collaboration with MFRDMD conducted
the small group of expert while come up with the first draft ASEAN Catch Documentation
System/Scheme in 14-16 October 2014. Furthermore, SEAFDEC also conducted the Regional Technical
Consultation in 16-18 December 2014 to harmonize and come up with the 2nd draft of the ASEAN CDSs.
This draft was proposed for consideration and comments at the 47th Meeting of the Council of SEAFDEC
(47CM) in April 2015. In order to accommodate the comments from 47CM, SEAFDEC organized another
Expert meeting in May 2015 and come up with the finalized 3rd Draft of the ACDS as well as the Infographic on usages of ACDS in various scenarios of catch flows of fish and fishery products into the
ASEAN Region. SEAFDEC was also suggested to conduct the Stakeholder Consultations and testing of
the system in which SEAFDEC are in the process of planning and implementation from end of 2015 to
2016 in collaboration with AMSs and other partnerships such as USAID-Oceans and Fisheries
Partnership, etc.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18th FCG/ASSP Meeting is requested to take note the progress on developing the ASEAN Catch
Documentation System/Scheme, stakeholder consultation and future plan for Testing of ACDS, in this
connection meeting or AMSs is requested to support the activity to ensure smooth implementation
specifically testing of the ACDS. The Meeting is also invited to provide comments and advise to improve
and to accelerate the policy support for implementation of the ACDS and ensure that all fish and fishery
products are in the traceability system.
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Annex 17
ASEAN GUIDELINES FOR
PREVENTING THE ENTRY OF FISH AND FISHERY PRODUCTS
FROM IUU FISHING ACTIVITIES INTO THE SUPPLY CHAIN
Executive Summary
The ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing
Activities into the Supply Chain was developed through a series of meetings, participatory and
consultative process involving fishery experts from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries organized
by the Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (MFRDMD) in
collaboration with the SEAFDEC Secretariat with the funding support from Government of Japan. The
Guidelines is finalized and adopted by experts from all ASEAN Member States at the Regional Technical
Consultation on Regional Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU
activities into the Supply Chain” held on 23 -25 September 2014 at Horizon Hotel, Kota Kinabalu,
Malaysia. In addition, the draft Guidelines was endorsed in principle with some amendment by the 47th
Meeting of the Council of SEAFDEC in April 2015.
The Guidelines outlines the possible future actions in the ASEAN region in combating IUU fishing, in
accordance with the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food
Security for the ASEAN Region towards 2020 adopted in 2011. The Guidelines comprises four main
parts. The Introduction as Part 1 includes the objective of ensuring that fish and fishery products in the
supply chain do not come from IUU fishing activities. The introduction part also includes the objectives,
nature and scope, guiding principle, and definition of terminologies for better understanding of the basic
elements and focus of the Guidelines; Part 2 deals with the forms of IUU fishing activities found in the
Southeast Asian region; Part 3 which is the most important part of the Guidelines provides guidance on
preventing the entry of fish and fishery products from IUU fishing activities into the supply chain based
on the root cause of IUU fishing activities that occur in the region. In addition, the AMSs are encouraged
to (1) effective manage fishing activities within a Country, (2) regulate transshipment and landing of fish /
catch across borders, (3) prevent poaching in the EEZs of other countries, (4) control illegal fishing and
trading practices of Live Reef Food Fish (LRFF), Reef-based Ornamentals and Endangered Aquatic
Species, and (5) strengthen the management of fishing in the high seas and RFMO Areas. It was also
agreed that these Guidelines should be reviewed regularly and update when necessary as proposed by
AMS.
These Guidelines was further supported by the 23rd ASWGFi in June 2015, and later endorsed by the
SOM-37th AMAF in the same year. SEAFDEC/MFRDMD is now preparing for compilation of the AMSs
existing Implementation of the Guidelines for further developing the supporting program for the 2016 and
onward.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18th Meeting of FCG/ASSP is requested to take note adoption of the ASEAN Guidelines for
Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain. The
18th FCG/ASSP meeting is requested to support and promote the implementation by all relevant agencies
at national level. In addition, the meeting may address any country problems and issues that require
supporting program from SEAFDEC for effectively implementation in the future.
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Annex 18
CONCEPT PROPOSAL:
REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE PORT STATE MEASURES
I.

INTRODUCTION

1.
Refers to the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI) adopted the International Plan of Action to
prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU) in 2001, in which
the requirement for port State measure are included. FAO has worked on the PSM to combat Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing including identified the need for human resources development to
implement port State measures while developed as minimum standards - a “FAO Voluntary Model
Scheme on Port State Measures” to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing in 2004. Later,
the FAO Conference adopted resolution 12/2009 approving the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures
to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, as a legally binding
instrument in 2009.
2.
The Objective of the PSM Agreement is to “prevent illegally caught fish from entering
international markets through ports”. Port State needs to take the actions on restriction of entry into port,
use of port, access to port services, in addition the inspection and other enforcement activities are also
mentioned in the agreement.
3.
Taking into account the important of seafood products from Southeast Asian to around the world
market, trade in and out are ones of the important activities. To avoid any impact on trade of fish and
fishery products either international or intra-regional trade, the implementation of port State measures
agreement (PSMA) are therefore needed to be strengthened and effectively implemented by country
together with other regional management measures/tools developed under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Collaborative Framework such as ASEAN Catch Documentations (ACDS), Regional Fishing Vessels
Record for 24m in length and over (RFVR-24m), and the ASEAN Guidelines to prevent the entry of IUU
products into the supply chain.
4.
However, implementation of PSMA required several inter-agency at national such as marine
department, custom, immigration, ect. as well as the regional and international cooperation such as
RFMOs, and other fisheries management bodies. This is because many trade-in and out of fish and fishery
products from the high seas as well as from the exporting countries outside the ASEAN region. But, due
to inadequate of the human capacity on port State control by AMSs, inadequate global data
sharing/exchange such as IUU vessels list and catch documentation to support at port inspections of
vessels and fish products. These missing make difficulty for many AMSs to effectively implement the
PSMA.
II.

PROMPLEMS AND CHALLENGES ON IMPLEMENTATION THE PSMA AND
REGIONAL COOPERATION

5.
Intra-regional trade of fish and fishery products among the AMSs plays an important market in
term of high value and quantity. Many AMSs flagged vessels such as fish/tuna carrier, fishing vessels and
cargo vessels move around within the ASEAN Region. These vessels are - called as foreign AMS flagged
vessels –required in principle to be inspected through the process of PSMA by the port State.
Nevertheless, to support the inspection processes, some regional initiatives/works by ASEAN-SEAFDEC
to flight against IUU fishing, such as establishment of the Regional Fishing Vessels Record, usage of the
ASEAN Catch Documentations Scheme, etc could facilitate the implementation of the PSMA for any
AMS flagged fishing vessels.
6.
In addition, to accelerate and/or speedup the smooth implementation of the PSMA, the regional
cooperation/harmonization are needed within the ASEAN region. For instance sharing of flagged fishing
vessels list to facilitate for vessel inspection, Usage of the ACDSs to avoid burden for fish and fish
product inspection, and etc. SEAFDEC therefore proposes the Regional Cooperation to support the
implementation the Port State Measures Agreement in effective manners and in line with the international
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measures. The said approaches can be made into two target vessels as follows: 1) for all foreign-flagged
vessels from the high seas or countries outside the region, in which full operation of the PSMA are
required, and 2) for all foreign-AMS flagged vessels that carrier fish and fishery products from one AMS
to another AMS in which the port state measures implementation needed to be harmonized and agreed by
all AMS but aligned with the international and regional agreement/measures, as well as apply the existing
ASEAN-SEAFDEC regional management measures such as ACDS, the Guideline on Preventing IUU
products, and the RFVR for their implementation.
7.
In order to develop the regional cooperation to support implementation of the PSMA, the Expert
Consultation is proposed to be held in January 2016, with the aims to discuss the PSMA provision and
identify possible issues that required for sharing/exchanging within the ASEAN region. The results from
the expert meeting will be added into the concept proposal to be addressed at the 48th Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council for supporting and for further development through the country consultation process.
III.

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING

8.
The 18th Meeting of FCG/ASSP is requested to take note proposed work plan for development of
the regional cooperation to support implementation of the PSMA. The 18th FCG/ASSP meeting is also
invited to advise and comments for effective implementation of the PSMA in the ASEAN region.
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Annex 19
REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR MANAGING FISHING CAPACITY
Executive Summary
The issue of managing fishing capacity has been raised during the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Conference on
Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security Towards 2020, held in Bangkok, Thailand, 13-17 June 2011,
under Sub-Theme 1.2: Management of Fishing Capacity. In order to support AMSs in developing the
National Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity (NPOA-Capacity), therefore
DOF/Malaysia as a Lead Country for the cluster “Promoting Sustainable Fisheries Practices - Fishing
Capacity and Responsible Fisheries Practices” under the ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum
(AFCF) developed the Guidelines for Development of the NPOA-Capacity based on the
DOF/Malaysia’s experiences. The Guidelines focuses on strategies relating to the effective
management of national fishing capacity for sustainable exploitation of the fishery resources for future
generation. Nevertheless, the said Guidelines had not been finalized yet through the technical
consultation process with other ASEAN Member States. To facilitate the discussion and finalization of
the Guidelines, SEAFDEC was requested to provide the platform for all ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member
Countries to meet.
In response to this, SEAFDEC has worked with the DOF/Malaysia on the approaches to support for
Management of Fishing Capacity for the ASEAN region, while agreed in principle to target on the
Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity). The 1st Regional
Technical Consultation (1st RTC) on the Development of RPOA-Capacity was organized on 24-25
Feb. 2015 with the aims to review the AMSs’ management of fishing capacity and identify the
issues/problems as basic information to be included in the RPOA-Capacity. The results of the 1st RTC
(Appendix 1) are used for further developing the zero draft RPOA-Capacity (Appendix 2) by experts
from AMSs at its Meeting on 19 – 21 August 2015. SEAFDEC will further conduct the 2nd RTC to
finalize the Draft of RPOA-Capacity on 15-17 December 2015 in Phuket, Thailand. It is expected that
the final draft of the RPOA-Capacity will be submitted to the 48th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in
2016 for consideration and approval, before further submission to the next AFCF and ASWGFi in
2016 for endorsement, respectively.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18FCG/ASSP Meeting is requested to take note of the progress on development of the RPOACapacity, also invited to provide comments and advices to SEAFDEC and/or AMSs to strengthen the
cooperation and active participation to finalize the RPOA-Capacity for further endorsement process by
the higher authority.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 19
SUMMARY RESULTS OF THE 1ST RTC ON
DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION
FOR MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY (RPOA-CAPACITY)
24-26 February 2015, Ancasa Hotel and Spa, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
1)

OBJECTIVES OF THE RPOA-CAPACITY
To have a good guidance for development of NPOA-Capacity;
To enhance regional cooperation;
To increase trust in international market through management of fishing capacity of the
region;
To sustain fisheries resources in managing shared stocks in the region; and
To have mechanism to improve management of fishing capacity in the region.

2)

KEY ISSUES ON MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY
Policy and Legal Framework in Managing Fishing Capacity
Information for Fishing Capacity Management
 vessels, gears, and fishers
 fisheries resources
Capacity and Capability to Manage Fishing Capacity
Public Awareness

3)

IDENTIFIED ISSUES, FEASIBLE MEASURES, AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCES

Issues
Feasible Measures
Policy and Legal Framework in Managing Fishing Capacity
1) Ineffective policies, legal
Strengthen good governance
framework in managing fishing
Voice out in ASEAN
capacity
platform
Decisions inconsistent with
Identify gaps and issues in
current policies
legal framework
Lack of political will and
Consistency in policy and
awareness towards
implementation (both
conservation and fisheries
national and regional levels)
management
Subsidies vs incentives

Technical Assistances
Consultations to improve
understanding by politicians/policy
makers using recommendations
based on scientific evidence
Capacity building

Information for Fishing Capacity Management (vessels, gears, and fishers)
2) Insufficient information for
Identify gaps
Review works
fishing capacity management
Develop common database
Organize trainings/workshops/
Data on concerned fishing
consultations
Economic and financial
capacity (e.g. no. of fishing
studies on the impacts of
Develop appropriate gear
boat, gears, fishers)
capacity management
specification and design for
Incomplete information of
sustainability of resources
gear specification and
Provide guidance technology
documentation (e.g. length
systems including VMS,
of fishing gear)
Automated Identification System
(AIS) databases, GRMS (mobile
telephone system), etc.
Information sharing on active
fishing capacity
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Issues
Feasible Measures
Information for Fishing Capacity Management (fishery resources)
3) Inadequate data and
Identify gaps
information on fisheries
Develop common SOP
resources
(feasible and effective
Lack of policies/systems to
method) for data collection
deal with fisheries
Capacity building program
management in data poor
situation
Lack of expertise to assess
fishing capacity

Reviews
Organize trainings/
workshops/consultations
Stock assessment, improve data
collection and methodologies for
both marine and inland fisheries

4) Lack of research and
assessment of migratory shared
stocks

Organize the regional fora
Conduct trainings/
workshops/consultations

Capacity building
Conduct research and
assessment of migratory
shared stocks
Information dissemination

Capacity and Capability to Manage Fishing Capacity
5) Inadequate capacity and
Strengthening MCS
capability for monitoring,
Inter-agencies and intercontrol and surveillance
countries coordination
Encroachment of local
Utilization of “Fishermen
fishing vessel into
eyes” (co-management)
prohibited area
Improve law enforcement
Encroachment of foreign
Information sharing on MCS
fishing vessels
Capacity building program
Promote co-management,
decentralization, EAFM
Input control (vessels,
licenses, gears, days at sea)
Output control (TAC, quota,
MPA, zoning, spatial and
temporal measures, minimize
discards)
Increase license fees (for
commercial scale fisheries)
Cooperation with relevant
authorities to ensure safety of
fishing vessels (inspection
and certification as part of
fishing license requirements)
Promote alternative
livelihood (other than
fishing)
Reduce low cost labors on
fishing fleets
Public Awareness
6) Insufficient public awareness
and participation
Fishers
General public (exclude
fishers e.g. consumers)

Fishers/stakeholders forum
(at local, national and
regional levels)
Media and awareness
campaign
Information, education and
communication program
(IEC)
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Technical Assistances

Organize trainings/
workshops/consultations
Flag and Port State Measures
trainings and inspections
Safety inspections
Legal and regulatory technical
assistance
Development of NPOA-capacity
and determination of target fishing
capacity

Organize the regional fora
Conduct trainings/
workshops/consultations
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Issues
7) Market-driven pressure
Demand for fish promoting
unsustainable fishing
practices (e.g. high price
fish, endanger fish, trash
fish)

Feasible Measures
Promote EAFM
Public awareness to consume
fish from sustainable
fisheries
Requirements for aqua feeds
and raw materials for export
causes pressure to the fishing
capacity
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Appendix 2 of Annex 19
Zero Draft2
ASEAN Regional Plan of Action
for the Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity)
(As of 8 September 2015)
PART 1
INTRODUCTION
Many Southeast Asian countries including Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines, Myanmar, Viet Nam, and
Malaysia have during the last three-four decades ranked among the top ten countries having the largest
fisheries industries in the world. While the fisheries sector makes a relatively small contribution to gross
domestic product (GDP), it makes an important contribution to export earnings and employment. In 2012,
the total fishery production by two sub-sectors: inland and marine capture fisheries, was about 18.4
million MT whereas the value was about 2.3 billion US$. Introduction of new fishing gear technologies
and post-harvest and processing equipment have since 1960s led to the rapid and intensive development of
fisheries industry in the region and particularly in Thailand, Indonesia, Philippines and Viet Nam.
The growing fishing fleets throughout the region, with rapid increases in harvesting capacity, has not been
matched by development of national capacities and regional/sub-regional cooperation to manage the
fishing effort with consideration given to the sustainability of fisheries resources. The limited
management, or regulation and control, of the active fishing capacity has allowed fisheries to operate in an
“open-access regime” leading to “capital stuffing” and a “race for fish” by those involved. An issue to
address is the need to improve and implement licensing schemes that effectively limits entry into the
fisheries to replace present inadequately designed systems.
The estimated total number of fishing vessels in 2012 was 1.3 million vessels in which almost 99.5% are
fishing boats less than 24 meters in length. The three countries Indonesia, the Philippines and Viet Nam
have large number of fishing boats with about 570,000, 473,000, and 123,000 vessels, respectively
(numbers that are believed to be underestimations). Since 1980s, most fish stocks in the region has been
overexploited by an overcapitalized fishing fleet. In many coastal areas, the catch per unit efforts and
other biological parameters and/or reference target points are clearly indicating the declining status of fish
stocks. Even though management instruments has been introduced to protect vulnerable fish stocks
(closed areas and seasons, gear restrictions, etc.) together with efforts to contain the growth of the fishing
fleets the impact has not been seen in terms of securing sustainability of available resources.
To meet the demand from growing populations and to maintain, and increase, the supply of raw fish to
fisheries processing industries countries of the region are facing heavier exploitation and fishing grounds
are extended from the coastal areas to further offshore and even outside of the national EEZs. The
expansion takes place both with and without proper authorization and licenses - causing widespread illegal
as well as unregulated and unrecorded (IUU) fisheries, including encroachment into neighboring waters.
The depletion of fisheries resources in the region by excessive fleet capacity and harvesting effort needs to
be considered in the perspective of related trans-boundary management issues together with expected
losses in the generation of national economic revenues. Illegal and unsustainable fisheries will, through
trade restrictions, also have direct implications on the trade of fish and fishery products to world markets
as well as on trade within the ASEAN region.
It is well recognized that there is an urgent need for countries to cooperate in order to improve fisheries
management, especially, with regards to the management of fishing capacity at national, sub-regional and
regional levels. To be able to match fishing effort with available resources the management of fishing
capacity is the most basic tool available in support of sustainable fisheries. The fishing effort needs to be
controlled to protect important habitats as well as to enforce regulations to safeguard the interest of
specifically vulnerable groups of people.
2

This Zero Draft is developed by the AMSs Experts at the Expert group meeting held in August 2015 based on the results
from the 1st RTC in February 2015.
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SEAFDEC, on the request by Member Countries, have since 2006 been able to organize expert
consultations and regional technical consultations highlighting the critical importance to address the
management of fishing capacity in Southeast Asia to reduce pressure on available stocks, to mitigate
conflicts over resources and to promote sustainability for people dependent on fisheries resources.
Unregulated (and/or un-enforced) fisheries and over-capacity, relative to available resources, also tend to
increase incidences of illegal fishing within countries, as well as across boundaries with increased
hardship facing smaller communities as a result. To improve levels of sustainability and equal sharing of
benefits from fisheries, it is required that immediate efforts are called for to reduce over-capacity, to
improve (implementation of) regulatory measures and to combat illegal fishing throughout the ASEAN
region. In addition, the importance of the management of fishing capacity to the sustainability of fisheries
and food security was one of the central themes raised during the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Conference on
Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security Towards 2020, held in Bangkok, Thailand, 13-17 June 2011 with
the Sub-theme 1.2: being fully focused on the “Management of Fishing Capacity” and subsequently
reflected in the 2011 Resolution and Plan of Action.
The FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (1995) included several recommendations on the
need to improve fisheries management. Furthermore, FAO Member States adopted, subsequent to the
Code of Conduct an International Plan of Action on the Management of Fishing Capacity, 1999 (IPOACapacity). The IPOA-Capacity specified a number of steps to be taken, including: a) assessment and
monitoring of fishing capacity; b) preparation and implementation of national plans of action (NPOACapacity); and c) international (regional) considerations and recommendations for immediate steps to
address the management of fishing capacity.
In general the fisheries management schemes that are being developed should aim to regulate the active
fishing effort by developing schemes and management plans to give directions on where, how, when and
by whom to fish. The management directions can include information on total number of vessels that can
be allowed at a given time and area; the type of gear to be used (and not to be used); special restrictions on
protected areas, protected species and defined seasonal restrictions; traditional rights to fish, exclusive
rights and other specified rights, as well as other additional aspects that should be considered and
respected when regulating the actual fishing effort. There are already a number of countries in the region
that have developed or are in the process to develop NPOA-Capacity. Some countries that has yet to
develop NPOA-Capacity have indicated that they have laws and regulations in place that are supportive to
the management of fishing capacity.
Recognizing the importance of management of fishing capacity ASEAN, in collaboration with
SEAFDEC, proposed to develop the Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity
(RPOA-Capacity). The proposal was supported from all ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries.
The overall objective of the RPOA-Capacity would be to serve as a guidance for the management of
fishing capacity in an ASEAN perspective and also to support the ASEAN Member States in the
development and implementation of their respective NPOA-Capacity. Besides, the RPOA-Capacity
would support the enhancement of regional cooperation on fisheries management and/or fisheries capacity
management in sub-regional areas such as Andaman Sea, Gulf of Thailand and Sulu-Sulawesi Seas.
Strengthened regional and sub-regional cooperation on the management and control of fishing capacity
would provide an effective platform for ASEAN Member States in support of efforts to combat illegal
(IUU) fishing.
The RPOA-Capacity has been developed in dialogue with ASEAN Member States through a series of
regional technical consultations and expert meetings (1st RTC on 24-26 Feb. 2015, 2nd Expert meeting on
19-21 August 2015, and 3rd RTC on 15-17 December 2015-tentative) organized by SEAFDEC with the
funding support from the Government of Japan through SEAFDEC-Japanese Trust Fund and the
Government of Sweden through the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. The RPOA-Capacity contain four (4)
parts: Part 1 as an introduction part includes rationale, problems on the sustainable fisheries management,
and the needs for RPOA-Capacity; Part 2 include the goals and objectives of the RPOA-Capacity; Part 3
refers to the guiding principle in developing the RPOA-Capacity. Part 4 is the main part of the Plan of
Action for Managing Fishing Capacity and this part comprises of 5 Sessions as follows: 1) Assessment of
Fishing Capacity; 2) Preparation and Implementation of National Plans; 3) International Consideration; 4)
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Required Urgent Measures for Regional Fisheries Management; and 5) Mechanisms to Promote of the
Implementation.
Thus, it is expected that the RPOA-Capacity could serve as basis for the ASEAN Member States in
formulating relevant policies and provide an enabling environment for clear direction and understanding
of the need to effectively manage the fishing capacity at national level. In addition, the RPOA-Capacity
will respond to the need for ASEAN Member States to strengthen sub-regional and regional cooperation
in managing fishing capacity in the trans-boundary areas such as in the Gulf of Thailand, Andaman Sea,
Sulu-Sulawesi Seas, and other sub-regional areas where the fisheries are needed to manage together.
PART 2
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
1) The RPOA-Capacity is intended to provide guidance to ASEAN Member States in developing
their respective National Plan of Action for Managing Fishing Capacity (NPOA-Capacity) as well
as to enhance regional cooperation in support of sustainable management of fisheries based on
coordinated management of fishing capacity and regulation of fishing effort at subregional/regional level. Thus, the goal of the RPOA-Capacity is to eliminate excess fishing
capacity and ensure that levels of fishing effort are commensurate with sustainable use of
available fishery resources;
2) The specific objectives of the RPOA-Capacity are:
a) To increase the efficient, equitable and transparent management of fishing capacity for longterm sustainability;
b) To ensure that fishery managers should endeavor initially to limit fishing capacity at present
level and progressively reduce the fishing effort applied to affected fisheries;
c) To avoid growth in fishing capacity undermining long-term sustainability objectives;
d) To enhance the sub-regional cooperation in managing fishing capacity, specifically with
regards to trans-boundary species or shared species.
PART 3
GUIDING PRINCIPLE
1) In the context of sustainable fisheries, the excessive fishing capacity is a problem that contributes
substantially to overfishing, the degradation of marine fisheries resources, the decline of food
production potential, and to significant economic waste. The effective management of fishing
capacity is therefore urgently required not only at national, but also at sub-regional/regional
levels. Accordingly, the RPOA-Capacity is developed based on the principles found in
international and regional instruments, such as the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible
Fisheries (CCRF), the International Plan of Action for Managing Fishing Capacity (IPOACapacity), the relevant rules of international law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (UNCLOS), as well as with the Agreement for the
Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10
December 1982 Relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, 1995, and the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action
on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region (2001, 2011).
2) The RPOA-Capacity is developed through consultation process with experts and officials from
ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries in February, August and December of 2015.
PART 4
PLAN OF ACTION FOR MANAGING FISHING CAPACITY
Section I: Assessment of Fishing Capacity
1.1.
Diagnosis and identification of fisheries and fishing capacity
1) States should assess and update regularly the availability of active fishing capacity at local,
national, trans-boundary, sub-regional and regional levels as a basis for cooperation on the
management of fishing capacity;
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2) States should improve the catch and effort data collection system to include all types of fisheries
such as large-scale or commercial fisheries and small-scale or artisanal fisheries in the ASEAN
region and sub-regions;
3) States should regularly conduct national assessments of fishery resources to estimate appropriate
reference points to compare with the actual fishing efforts at given times as well as with the
aggregated fishing effort in defined sub-regions;
4) States should adopt national measurements and definitions of fishing capacity including vessels,
gears, people engaged in fisheries
1.2

Measures to be undertaken to address overcapacity
1) States should implement schemes to limit the number of fishing vessels and fishing licenses;
2) States should put into place management systems which would prevent fishing capacity from
expanding beyond the optimum level which the available resources can support in the long run or
related target levels, even though the current status are not indicating any overcapacity;
3) States should develop measures and encourage the use of supporting tools to prevent or eliminate
excess fishing capacity and states should ensure that levels of fishing effort are commensurate
with the sustainable use of fishery resources to secure the effectiveness of conservation and
management measures;
4) States should consider the application of fishing zones as a robust approach to manage and restrict
fishing capacity in certain fisheries, especially for coastal and relatively stationary fisheries, in
areas reserved for traditional and smaller-scale fisheries supported by co-management
arrangements;
5) States may consider the possible use of Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) as a reference point
in the absence of other appropriate reference points - for the management of fishing capacity at
national and/or regional/sub-regional levels;
6) States should encourage industry-based capacity adjustments that tend to be more efficient and
easier and to implement input-output control and alternative approaches, such as closed season,
zoning system, community-based management, etc.

1.3

Establishing of records of fishing vessels registration and licensing system
1) States should improve the national procedures for registration of fishing vessels and systems to
issues fishing licensing;
2) States should share information on registered vessels and issued fishing licenses within subregions and/or the region as a whole (if needed);
3) States should establish national database for fishing vessels registration and fishing licenses.

Section II: Preparation and Implementation of National Plans
Development of national plans and policies
2.1
1) States should not allow insufficient information on fisheries resources to be the reason to delay
the implementation of policies to control fishing capacity and reduce its level where appropriate
and in accordance with the precautionary principle using currently available information;
2) States should conduct a systematic assessment of the consequences of overcapacity from a
production and economic perspective together with the impact on major stakeholders at local,
national and sub-regional level.
3) States should develop and adopt a policy framework that would allow relevant authorities and
other stakeholders to seek more appropriate and suitable levels of input-output control in
managing fishing capacity;
4) States should develop mechanism to enhance stakeholder engagement, at every level, in
development and implementation of the NPOA-Capacity.
5) States should strengthen, consistent with national fishery laws/regulations and other related
domestic laws, domestic mechanisms to deter nationals and beneficial owners from engaging in
illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing activities and states should facilitate the
implementation of those mechanisms to ensure that enforcement actions can be carried out;
6) States should consider, in the perspective of continued high pressure on available fisheries
resources (due to overfishing, habitat and environmental degradation and/or climate
variability/change), to, at national and sub-regional level, develop and implement fisheries
resources enhancement programs and/or recovery plans. The plans should have the multiple
objectives to increase the fish stocks, provide breeding grounds of some target species, protect
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7)

8)
9)
10)
11)

and restore important habitats, increase fish shelter area including artificial habitats to replace the
deteriorated natural habitats, etc. The following actions to be considered are among key
approaches to ensure that the status of fisheries resources are maintained and/or enhanced:
a. Coordinate with relevant agencies to regularly have information on the status and availability
of important fish stocks, including information on areas of importance for different stages of
the life cycle;
b. Enhance understanding of the importance of stock enhancement including habitat
conservation in order to conserve early life cycle of fishes such as spawning, nursery
grounds and protection of the migratory paths (that might be trans-boundary);
c. Develop fishery management tools, including fisheries refugia, closed areas, protected areas
and aquatic reserves for both inland and marine areas for implementation at national level
and in trans-boundary areas to effectively conserve and manage fish stocks, trans-boundary
fish stock and to protect habitats, on a case-by-case basis in accordance with the best
available scientific information and precautionary approach;
States should strengthen the fisheries related institutions to provide adequate support to research
on issues related to the management of fishing capacity. Coordinated international research is also
recommended, especially with regard to the development of tools and policy instruments which
may be more appropriate at country/sub-regional/regional levels;
State should harmonize and coordinate the implementation of the NPOA-Capacity with other
related NPOAs/Policies and Programs to achieve effective control of fishing capacity;
States should consider the socio-economic requirements, including alternative sources of
employment and livelihood to fishing communities which bear the burden of reductions in fishing
capacity;
Develop and promote awareness-raising campaigns and programs to all relevant stakeholders in
order to increase the effective implementation of NPOA-Capacity;
States should develop system(s)/mechanism(s) to monitor, evaluate, review and revise (if
necessary) the effectiveness of NPOA-Capacity.

2.2

Subsidies and economic incentives
1) States should assess the effect that some economic incentives, including subsidies may have on
the development and implementation of efforts to control fishing capacity;
2) States should undertake a national/sub-regional review of the various subsidies and other
economic incentives being provided to their fishing industry, together with qualitative
assessments of their likely impact on fishing capacity, expected investment decisions and
sustainability. Noting that all subsidies and economic incentives are necessarily not bad such as
incentives related, for example, to safety, fish quality, infrastructures, buy-back program, etc.
3) States should reduce and progressively eliminate fisheries subsidies and/or incentives that
contribute to overfishing, overcapacity and over-investment.
4) Operating inputs such as fuel, gear, labor and so on should be accounted for by commercial
fisheries at its full cost. Taxation/financial measures may also be effectively used together with
other measures to manage/regulating fishing capacity such as fees to be collected for fishing
vessel registration and the fishing licenses in particular.

2.3

Regional Considerations and Cooperation
1) States should provide mutually agreed data on vessels, gears and people engaged in fisheries as
well as other fisheries-related information with regards to catches, landing and available stocks to
provide a complete, accurate and timely way to support efforts to manage fishing capacity at subregional areas;
2) Recognizing that long-term sustainable use of fisheries resources is the overriding objective of
conservation and management at national and sub-regional areas, States and sub-regions should,
inter alia, adopt appropriate measures, based on the best scientific evidence available, which are
designed to maintain or restore stocks at sustainable levels, as qualified by relevant environmental
and economic factors, including the special requirements of some developing countries in the
region;
3) States should consider the establishment of sub-regional/regional fisheries management
arrangements/bodies for the purpose of managing the resources as well as fishing capacity on a
cooperative basis. Such cooperation is essential for the sub-regional/regional managements of
trans-boundary fish stocks;
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4) States should support co-operation and exchange of information with regional and sub-regional
fisheries organizations.
Section III: International Considerations
1) States should collaborate with RFMOs by sharing information, participating in and developing
harmonized systems of data collection, and supporting the actions of the respective RFMOs to
limit fishing capacity in the international waters;
2) States should consider participating in international agreement which related to the management
of fishing capacity, and in particular, the Compliance Agreement and the Agreement of the
Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10
December 1982 relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and
Highly Migratory Fish Stocks;
3) States should ensure that no transfer of capacity to the jurisdiction of another State without the
expressed consent and formal authorization of that State;
4) States should, in compliance with their duties as Flag States, avoid approving the transfer of
vessels flying their flag to high seas areas where such transfers are inconsistent with responsible
fishing under the Code of Conduct.
Section IV: Required Urgent Measures for Regional Fisheries Management
1) States should develop policy frameworks for the sub-regional/regional management of fishing
capacity. To be effective it is required that policies are developed simultaneously by relevant
authorities (in accordance with national laws and regulations) in each of the countries and with
national and sub-regional coordination of implementation and enforcement to ensure that fishing
capacity is limited to agreed target levels;
2) States should assess the extent of overcapacity in defined fishing areas (trans-boundary, subregional and/or regional). Select either an input or output basis as a reference point together with
a range of indicators for the purpose of measuring active over-capacity;
3) States should develop sub-regional/regional conservation and management measures for fish
stocks that are currently unmanaged regionally, in accordance with the best available scientific
information on the status of such stocks;
4) States should conduct fishers/stakeholders fora at sub-regional/regional levels to build awareness
on the need for conservation and management of fisheries resources and that in the management
context the effective management of fishing capacity is a requirement for effective conservation
and management;
5) States should enhance the political will and awareness towards sub-regional/regional fisheries
management and conservation;
6) States should strengthen sub-regional/regional Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS)
Networks.
Section V: Mechanisms to Promote Implementation
1) States should develop information programs to increase awareness about the need for the
management of fishing capacity, and the cost and benefits resulting from adjustments in fishing
capacity;
2) States should support the sharing/exchange of scientific and technical information on issues
related to the management of fishing capacity and promote its regional availability using existing
national and sub-regional fora;
3) States should support capacity building as well as institutional strengthening and consider
providing financial, technical and other assistance to some developing countries in the region to
address issues related to the management of fishing capacity;
4) States should report to ASEAN and SEAFDEC on the progress of assessment, development and
implementation of their plans for the management of fishing capacity as part of their
implementation of the 2011 ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable
Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region towards 2020;
5) SEAFDEC will, as directed by the Council Directors, support development and implementation
of National Plans of Action (NPOAs) for the management of fishing capacity through specific, incountry technical assistance projects.
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Definition of Terminologies
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

Community-based Management: The core feature of locally developed, decentralized resource
management is that user communities are ceded the rights and have the responsibilities for
managing their own resources, typically using a mix of traditional or more formalized
mechanisms of contract and enforcement to define access, exploitation methods and intensity.
This is increasingly being applied in fisheries, though in many cases, the management structure is
widened to include public sector agencies and other partners, in co-management.
(http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/16626/en).
Co-management: This is typically defined as a partnership arrangement between government
and the local community of resource users, sometimes also connected with agents such as NGOs
and research institutions, and other resource stakeholders, to share the responsibility and authority
for management of a resource. There are no standardized approaches, but rather a range of
arrangements, levels of sharing of responsibility and power, and ways of integration of local
management mechanisms and more formalized government systems. In addition, the term is
referred to the approach that is gaining particular importance in small-scale fisheries, for which
local management capacity and responsibility, combined with the support of formal legal
frameworks and information/decision making systems may offer particular advantages. However,
their potential depends on the existing policy and legal environment, local and national support
for
community-based
initiatives,
and
the
capacities
of
various
partners.
(http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/16625/en).
Excess Capacity: The existence of underutilized capacity is an indication that excess capacity
exists in a fishery, and that fewer boats, if fully utilized, could potentially have caught the same
total catch. Excess capacity is a short run phenomenon and depends on the state of the resource
and the environment (natural, social and economic) in which the fishers operate. A fishery with a
fluctuating stock may exhibit excess capacity in some years and full capacity in others. Similarly,
if market conditions are unfavorable, a fleet may exhibit excess capacity that disappears once
prices return to their normal level (FAO Technical Guidelines For Responsible Fisheries).
Fish refugia: Spatially and geographically defined marine or coastal areas in which specific
management measures are applied to sustain important species (fisheries resources) during critical
stages of their life cycle, for their sustainable use.
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/i3147e/i3147e.pdf).
Fishing Capacity: Fishing capacity is, for a given resource condition, the amount of fish (or
fishing effort) that can be produced over a period of time (e.g. a year) by a vessel or a fleet if fully
utilized, that is if effort and catch were not constrained by restrictive management measures (FAO
Technical Guidelines For Responsible Fisheries).
Fishing Effort: The amount of fishing gear of a specific type used on the fishing grounds over a
given unit of time for example hours trawled per day, number of hooks set per day or number of
hauls of a beach seine per day. When two or more kinds of gear are used, the respective efforts
must be adjusted to some standard type before being added (FAO, 1997).
Incentives: An incentive is anything that motivates or stimulates people to act (Giger 1996; cited
in FAO 1999). Sargent (1994; cited in Tomforde 1995) defines incentives as signals that motivate
action. Other definitions refer to the “incitement and inducement of action” (Enters 2001). Within
the context of development projects, incentives have also been described as “bribes” and
“sweeteners” (Smith 1998). To be of interest and to have an impact, incentives need to affect the
cost-benefit structure of economic activities such as plantation management. Hence, in the context
of the regional study, incentives can be defined as policy instruments that increase the
comparative advantage of forest plantations and thus stimulate investments in plantation
establishment and management. (http://www.fao.org/3/a-ad524e/ad524e05.htm)
Information Program: A program to disseminate information pertaining to a particular subject
or issue related to fisheries management with the objective of improving the understanding of
target audience on that subject.
Input/output controls:
Input controls are restrictions put on the intensity of use of gear that fishers use to catch
fish. Most commonly these refer to restrictions on the number and size of fishing vessels (fishing
capacity controls), the amount of time fishing vessels are allowed to fish (vessel usage controls)
or the product of capacity and usage (fishing effort controls). Often fishing effort is a useful
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

measure of the ability of a fleet to catch a given proportion of the fish stock each year. When
fishing effort increases, all else being equal, we would expect the proportion of fish caught to
increase. (http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y3427e/y3427e06.htm)
Output controls are direct limits on the amount of fish coming out of a fishery (fish is
used here to include shellfish and other harvested living aquatic animals). Obvious forms of
output control are limits placed upon the tonnage of fish or the number of fish that may be caught
from a fishery in a period of time (e.g. total allowable catches; in reality, usually total allowable
landings). (http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y3427e/y3427e06.htm)
Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS):
Monitoring: the collection, measurement and analysis of fishing activity including, but
not limited to: catch, species composition, fishing effort, bycatch, discards, area of operations, etc.
This information is primary data that fisheries managers use to arrive at management decisions. If
this information is unavailable, inaccurate or incomplete, managers will be handicapped in
developing and implementing management measures.
Control: involves the specification of the terms and conditions under which resources
can be harvested. These specifications are normally contained in national fisheries legislation and
other arrangements that might be nationally, sub-regionally, or regionally agreed. The legislation
provides the basis for which fisheries management arrangements, via MCS, are implemented.
Surveillance: involves the regulation and supervision of fishing activity to ensure that
national legislation and terms, conditions of access, and management measures are observed. This
activity is critical to ensure that resources are not over exploited, poaching is minimized and
management arrangements are implemented. (http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/3021/en)
Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY): The highest theoretical equilibrium yield that can be
continuously taken (on average) from a stock under existing (average) environmental conditions
without affecting significantly the reproduction process. Also referred to sometimes as Potential
yield. (http://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/?defaultCollId=21)
Overfishing: Overfishing is a generic term used to refer to the state of a stock subject to a level of
fishing effort or fishing mortality such that a reduction of effort would, in the medium term, lead
to an increase in the total catch. Often referred to as overexploitation and equated to biological
overfishing, it results from a combination of growth overfishing and recruitment overfishing and
occurs often together with ecosystem overfishing and economic overfishing.
(http://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/?defaultCollId=21)
Overcapacity: is a longer-term problem and reflects a divergence between the resources used to
harvest the resource (and the resultant current level of output) and the resources needed (and
corresponding output) to harvest the resource at an “optimal” level. Optimal, in this sense, will
largely be driven by the objectives of fisheries management, be they economic, social or
conservation based (or some combination of all three). If the fishery is severely overexploited,
this optimal yield may be higher than the current catch level, but associated with a large biomass.
The existence of underutilized capacity may be indicative of overcapacity, but it does not
necessarily convey information about the extent of overcapacity. Conversely, with an
overexploited stock, little excess capacity may be exist even though considerable overcapacity
exists (FAO Technical Guidelines For Responsible Fisheries).
Precautionary Principle: A set of agreed cost-effective measures and actions, including future
courses of action, which ensures prudent foresight, reduces or avoids risk to the resources, the
environment, and the people, to the extent possible, taking explicitly into account existing
uncertainties
and
the
potential
consequences
of
being
wrong.
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/w1238e/W1238E01.htm).
Reference Point: An estimated value derived from an agreed scientific procedure and/or model,
which corresponds to a specific state of the resource and of the fishery, and that can be used as a
guide for fisheries management. Reference points may be general (applicable to many stocks) or
stock-specific. (http://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/?defaultCollId=21).
Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMO): an intergovernmental organization,
established by international agreement, with the competence to adopt conservation and
management
measures.
(http://www.fao.org/in-action/vulnerable-marine-ecosystems/keyconcepts/en/).
Sub-regions: This refers to any region or areas whereas more than one country are concerned or
the areas that are related to the trans-boundary issues and/or fish stock that needed to be managed
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18.

19.

20.

21.

together through the collaboration and cooperation. In Southeast Asian region, the sub-regions are
referred to the specific sea areas such as Gulf of Thailand, Andaman Sea, Sulu-Sulawesi Seas, etc.
Stock Enhancement:
The release of cultured juveniles into wild population(s) to augment the natural supply of
juveniles
and
optimize
harvests
by
overcoming
recruitment
limitation
(http://www.stockenhancement.org/about/history.html)
Stock enhancement of wild fisheries - The enhancement of stocks of an existing wild,
open-access fishery with species that may or may not be self-recruiting. This category includes
the stocking of relatively large inland water-bodies where there are no property rights to the stock.
Generally the recapture rate of stocked fish is low and repeated enhancement is not always
necessary to maintain the fishery.
Culture-based fisheries - The stocking of small water-bodies is a form of enhancement
that is typically undertaken on a regular basis and the stocking activity is the only means of
sustaining the fishery. Typically, a person or a group of persons and/or an organization will have
property rights to the stock. The source of stock for the enhancement may be derived from
capture, but more typically is obtained from a hatchery operation. These features collectively
amount to a form of aquaculture that according to the FAO definition (FAO 1997), is referred to
as culture-based fishery.
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/008/ae932e/ae932e05.htm)
Fisheries Subsidies: Fisheries subsidies are government actions or inactions that are specific to
the fisheries industry and that modifies - by increasing or decreasing - the potential profits by the
industry in the short-, medium- or long-term.
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y4446e/y4446e0k.htm)
Total Allowable Catch (TAC): The TAC is the total catch allowed to be taken from a resource in
a specified period (usually a year), as defined in the management plan. The TAC may be allocated
to the stakeholders in the form of quotas as specific quantities or proportions.
(http://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/?defaultCollId=21)
Trans-boundary Stock: a group of commercially exploitable organisms/fish, distributed over, or
migrating across, the maritime boundary between two or more national jurisdictions, or the
maritime boundary of a national jurisdiction and the adjacent high seas, whose exploitation can
only be managed effectively by cooperation between the States concerned.
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/006/y4652e/y4652e03.htm)
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Annex 20
REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION ON SUSTAINABLE UTILIZATION
OF NERITIC TUNAS IN THE ASEAN REGION
Executive Summary
Recognizing the importance of neritic tunas fisheries in the Southeast Asian waters, the regional or subregional cooperation to promote the sustainable utilization of neritic tunas is therefore needed. In this
connection, the 45th Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council endorsed the proposal of SEAFDEC Secretariat to
conduct regular stakeholders’ consultations for the development of the Regional Plan of Action for
Sustainable Neritic Tunas Fisheries (RPOA-Neritic Tunas). Thus, SEAFDEC with funding support from
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project together with ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries organized the
Consultative Meetings in October 2013 in Songkhla Province, Thailand, with aims to compile the main
issues/problems on conservation and management that facing among the ASEAN Member States for
drafting the RPOA-Neritic Tunas. In addition, SEAFDEC also organized “the Experts Group Meeting to
finalize the Regional Plan of Action and discuss the work plan on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas
Resources in the ASEAN Region in Krabi Province, Thailand from 18 to 20
June 2014. The Meeting were attended by the representatives from ASEAN countries, namely: Cambodia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam. Representatives from the Embassy
of Sweden, ASEAN Tuna Working Group, ASEAN-USAID MARKET (Maximizing Agricultural
Revenue through Knowledge, Enterprise Development, and Trade) Project, Sustainable Fisheries
Partnership and USAID Regional Development Mission for Asia. The draft RPOA-Neritic Tunas resulted
from the consultative meetings was circulated to all SEAFDEC Member Countries for comments before it
was addressed and endorsed as amended by the 17th Meeting of the FCG/ASSP in December 2014. The
Final RPOA-Neritic Tunas was adopted at the 47th Meeting of the Council (47CM) in April 2015, and
later endorsed by the 23rd Meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries in June 2015 with
the notification by SOM-AMAF on the same year.
To promote the implementation of the RPOA-Neritic tuna, establishment of the scientific working group
and its TORs has been developed and endorsed by ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries at the 47CM.
Two scientific working groups were conducted in Malaysia in 2014 and Viet Nam in 2015 with aims to
reviews the existing status of neritic tunas, drafting the SOP for data collection and genetic study, and to
discuss work plan for stock assessment for longtail tuna and eastern little tunas for 2016 and onward by
the invited scientists from Japan, and MFRDMD. The capacity building for basic understanding of the
stock assessment and data collection will be provided to all relevant SEAFDEC Member Countries from
end of 2015 till 2017.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18th Meeting of FCG/ASSP is requested to take note endorsement of the RPOA-Neritic Tunas by the
higher authority of ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries. The 18th FCG/ASSP meeting is also invited to
advise and comments to SEAFDEC and relevant ASEAN Member States for implementation and
collaboration to come up with regional stock assessment and management of Tuna for long term
sustainable utilization.
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Annex 21
REGIONAL POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS ON CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF
EEL RESOURCES AND PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE
Executive Summary
Taking into accounts the high demand of freshwater eels (Catadromous eels) from East Asia Country for
Unagi kabayaki products, the 36th Meeting of the Program Committee in November 2013 requested
SEAFDEC to spearhead the conduct of a study on eel resources - through the collaboration with Member
Countries - covering the following issues: a) Compilation of basic information on eel species in Southeast
Asia; b) Research on eel biology; c) Development of eel fishery management measures; and d) Promotion
of sustainable aquaculture of eels. In response to this, SEAFDEC organized the 1st Regional Technical
Meeting on Information Gathering of Eel Resources and Aquaculture Production in Southeast Asia on 27
January 2014 in Bangkok, Thailand, with aims to compile information related to eel resources from the
wild and status of aquaculture in the Southeast Asian Countries and developed the way forward and future
meeting of eel experts of the Southeast Asian Region. In addition, SEAFDEC also organized the 2nd
Regional Consultation on Development of Regional Policy Recommendation on Sustainable Management
of Eel Resources and Aquaculture Production in Southeast Asia in Palembang, Indonesia from 31 August
to 1 September 2014. The results from the consultation are the Regional Policy Recommendations and
Strategic Actions for the Conservation and Management of Catadromous Eel Resources (Anguilla spp.)
and Sustainable Development of Catadromous Eel Aquaculture in Southeast Asia. However, ASEANSEAFDEC Member Countries consider that the proposed Policy Recommendations and Strategic Actions
required for Regional Cooperation that would be aligned with the promotion of AEC-2015. Therefore,
SEAFDEC is suggested to raise this policy recommendation for consideration and endorsement under the
ASSP mechanism at the 17th Meeting of FCG/ASSP in December 2014, and later was adopted by the 47th
Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in April 2015.
IFRDMD has been conducted some baseline surveys on the Glass Eel and Yellow Eel exploitation in the
Indonesian and Philippines inland waters from fishermen, fish collectors, small and large scale eel farms
and also the marketing channel.
In Bengkulu (Sumatra Is., Indonesia), only the yellow eel (not the glass eel) is captured by fishermen then
collected by the eel collectors. Gathered eels are reared temporary then transferred to eel farms in Java
island. In Palabuhan Ratu (West Java, Indonesia), fishermen catch the glass eel at night then send them to
the eel farms via eel collectors. Eel farms rear them to marketable size (200g. and over) then process the
eel products such as Unagi Kabayaki. These products are exported to Japan, Korea and also for domestic
consumption.
In the case in Philippines, fishermen started catching glass eels four years ago but quitted in 2014 because
of the decline of the price. They will resume catching glass eel again if someone will order the glass eels
with high price. We could not identify the established marketing channel of eels in Philippines.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING

1) The meeting is requested to take note on the progress on endorsement of the Regional Policy
Recommendations on Conservation and Management of Eel Resources and Promotion of Sustainable
Aquaculture as well as the research work on eels resources by IFRDMD.
2) The meeting is also invited to provide future direction and support SEAFDEC in conducting the
status of eels resources within the Southeast Asian Region.
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Annex 22
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS AND STRATEGIC PLANS OF ACTION FOR
FISHERY RESOURCES ENHANCEMENT IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES
Executive Summary
Recognizing the need to enhance the fisheries resources in the jurisdictions of the respective Southeast
Asian countries as well as their transboundary areas due to the declining and/or over exploitation of
several economically important fish stocks and the loss of relevant habitats. The ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region
Towards 2020 adopted in June 2011, stipulated the need for the Southeast Asian countries to “optimize the
use of inshore waters through resources enhancement programs such as promoting the installation of
artificial reefs and structures, encouraging coordinated and effective planning for coastal fisheries
management programs, undertaking environmental impact assessment studies, restocking of commercially
important fish species, as appropriate, and give priority to human resources development for the
implementation of such programs”. To support ASEAN Member States as aforementioned, SEAFDEC
conducted the “Symposium on Strategy for Fisheries Resources Enhancement in the Southeast Asian
Region” on 27-30 July 2015 in Pattaya, Thailand with the support from the government of Japan through
the Japanese Trust Fund. The symposium aims to share knowledge and lessons learnt from resources
enhancement initiatives undertaken by SEAFDEC and the Southeast Asian countries. The fishery
resources enhancement activities discussed in the Symposium focused on 2 themes: 1) Habitat
Improvement and Management that includes deployment of artificial reefs, establishment of fisheries
refugia, habitat rehabilitation; and 2) Artificial Propagation and Stock Release. During the Symposium, it
was also recognized that based on reports, country inputs, resource enhancement through artificial
propagation and stock release of the region’s economically important species, is one of the effective
approaches that would help protect and restore the aquatic resource habitats and target stocks. The
Symposium therefore identified and adopted the Policy Recommendations and Strategic Plans of Action
for the Implementation of Fisheries Resources Enhancement Activities in the Southeast Asian region.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18th Meeting of FCG/ASSP is requested to take note and endorse the Policy Recommendations and
Strategic Plans of Action for the Implementation of Fisheries Resources Enhancement Activities in the
Southeast Asian Region (Appendix 1). The meeting is also invited to provide recommendations and way
forward on the policy recommendation and strategic plan of action to be implemented by Member
Countries and SEAFDEC.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 22
Policy Recommendations and Strategic Plans of Action for
Fishery Resources Enhancement in the Southeast Asian Countries
(Adopted on 30 July 2015)
1) Fishery Resources Enhancement through Habitat Improvement and Management
Issues/ Challenges
Artificial Reefs
Management

Recommendations
Best practices on installation of artificial reefs (ARs)
should be promoted to ensure the protection of
aquatic species during their life cycle and allowing
them to reach optimum size.
Planning and deployment of ARs should be
undertaken, taking into consideration the following:
 Clear purpose of ARs, e.g. resources enhancement;
 Results from relevant feasibility studies, including
cost-benefit analysis, socio-economic analysis,
financial analysis, among others;
 Involvement of researchers, policy makers, fishing
communities, local government units and other
stakeholders in the planning process;
 Results of site suitability evaluation, e.g. existing
corals/fishes, seabed conditions, oceanographic
conditions, water circulation patterns;
 Choice of AR design(s) that should suit seabed
conditions and purpose; and
 Certainty that installed ARs does not create
pollution to the marine environment.

Strategic Plan of Action
Developing Regional
Guidelines on Best
Practices for Installation
of the Artificial Reefs
(ARs)

ARs should be regularly monitored (over time, and
seasonally) using appropriate parameters, e.g.
conditions of ARs, primary productivity, abundance
and diversity of aquatic species (fish, macro benthos,
etc.). The impacts of ARs on environmental
conditions, e.g. water current, turbidity, and
sedimentation among others should also be
monitored.
Regular monitoring and evaluation of the
effectiveness of AR programs should be conducted
(for short-medium and long-term) by comparing
various indicators before/after or within/outside ARs.
Correlation of the abundance of species inhibiting the
ARs and other environmental factors, e.g. bottom
condition, water current/condition, should also be
established.
Cost-benefit analysis of AR deployment program(s)
should be conducted, taking into consideration the
resources, environmental and socio-economic
benefits that could be gained from the program(s).
Data to be collected could include investment costs
(ARs construction and deployment), fisheries
production by fishing gear and fishers’ incomes
before and after ARs deployment, and other
ecosystem services.
Implementation of AR program(s) should be
integrated with other fisheries management measures,
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Issues/ Challenges

Integrating
Fisheries and
Habitat
Management

Recommendations
e.g. fishing regulations that include among others,
prohibition of encroachment of commercial fishing
activities, establishment of conservation/fishing
zones, to ensure that resources are utilized in
sustainable manner. Stakeholders’ consultations on
the management of ARs should be conducted to
elaborate responsibility of stakeholders and fishers in
the management plan.
AR programs could be implemented in the coastal
and offshore (if necessary) areas to ensure that the
life cycle of both of demersal and pelagic species is
sustained.
A list of expertise on ARs and available resources
should be compiled for reference and usage by the
countries.
Fisheries refugia could be implemented to
complement the existing conservation/management
measures, by integrating it with the fisheries
objectives of protecting critical life cycle, e.g.
spawning, nursing, broodstock aggregation, and
migratory routes of species targeted for management.
Selection of site(s) for fisheries refugia should be
based on scientific information and local knowledge
especially in identifying the areas that are natural
habitats for critical stages of the life cycle of species
targeted for management, e.g. spawning, nursery
grounds, broodstock aggregation, migratory routes.
The area of the Fisheries Refugia should be
manageable by concerned stakeholders.
Regulations on fishing activities in the refugia (e.g.
restriction of harvestable size, fishing seasons, fishing
gears/methods) should be enforced taking into
account up-to-date scientific data (e.g. spawning
season, size at maturity, larval study), which should
be relevant and correspond to the activities of host
communities.
Community participation should be optimized for the
establishment and management of fisheries refugia
(e.g. identification of suitable sites,
establishment/implementation of management
measures including MCS) and collaboration with
relevant government agencies at local/national levels
should be strengthened so that the fisheries refugia
could be as self-sustaining as possible.
Sub-regional cooperation should be strengthened for
the establishment of fisheries refugia for management
of trans-boundary species (e.g. Indo-pacific
mackerels) that move across the EEZs of more than
one country.

Degradation of
(fish) habitats in
the Southeast Asian
region

Fish habitat restoration priorities in different water
resources in the region should be reviewed.
Effectiveness of habitat restorations and resources
enhancement in inland water resources such as lakes
should be determined through the following
methodologies:
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Strategic Plan of Action
measures/principles in AR
management programs

Integrating ARs in
policies and plans for
coastal and offshore
fisheries resources
conservation,
management and
development
Promoting the
establishment of fisheries
refugia as a tool for
integrating fisheries and
habitat management
Conducting scientific
research programs and
stakeholders consultation
to support the
identification of suitable
sites and establishment of
fisheries refugia for target
species, and coming up
with scientific evidence
that harmonize with local
knowledge to serve as
basis for developing
appropriate management
measures
Ensuring the sustained
participation of key
stakeholders in the
planning, sites selection
and development of
management measures for
fisheries refugia
Enhancing regional and
sub-regional collaboration
for the establishment of
fisheries refugia system for
transboundary fish stocks
management
Making habitat restoration
a priority at national levels
Developing the best
practice guidelines on
habitat restoration for
different water resources
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Issues/ Challenges

Recommendations

 Conduct of baseline studies
 Harmonization of legal and juridical mandates of





authorized agencies, including local governments
responsible for water resources
Pooling of government funds and resources
Mobilization of local communities and/or other
stakeholders
Application of technical tools to reconstruct the
fisheries
Improvement of buffer zones

Strategic Plan of Action
such as inland and marine,
in conjunction with
fisheries resources
enhancement programs

Habitat restoration should be implemented through
suitable co-management arrangements taking into
consideration the importance of the ecosystem
The “Satoumi Concept” could be considered as one
of the Integrated Coastal Management approaches for
habitat restoration.
Remarks: Developed by Japan, the “Satoumi Concept” is
a form of unified management system for land and sea,
where management mechanisms for coastal waters move
inland, one step away from integrated coastal
management so that land and sea are brought under a
unified management policy. In short, the “Satoumi
Concept” is meant for environmental conservation of
coastal areas in harmony with human interaction on land.
Enhancement of fish populations in restored habitats
could be carried out by applying appropriate
techniques such as installation of ARs, establishment
of fisheries refugia, restocking, and/or mangrove
reforestation, etc.
Since indigenous knowledge is crucial for habitat
restorations, applicable only in most cases for
specific areas and the culture of local communities,
science and indigenous knowledge should be
combined to ensure the effectiveness of habitat
restorations.
Impact assessment of lost natural habitats (i.e. coral
reefs, sea grass and sea beds) due to human activities
(irresponsible fishing or pollution) should be
conducted as well as raising the awareness of
stakeholders on the importance of habitats to humans
and fishes.

Rebuilding sustainable fish
populations in restored
habitats
Undertaking baseline
studies based on
indigenous and scientific
knowledge
Conducting impact
assessment of lost natural
habitats, and raising the
awareness of stakeholders
on conservation and
protection of the natural
habitats

2) Fishery Resources Enhancement through Artificial Propagation and Stock Release
Issues/Challenges
Recommendations
Strategic Plan of Action
Sub-theme 1: Potentials and Limitations of Stock enhancement and Restocking
Selection of species
Stock enhancement and restocking activities
Developing Regional
and release area
should take into consideration the following:
Guidelines or criteria for
considerations
 Development of species- and site-specific
feasibility assessment and
 Lack of species and
strategies to ensure success of activity;
improvement and
site specific
o Give high importance to availability
disseminating the
protocols/guidelines
of scientific information/biology of
Guidelines to Member
for successful stock
the target species.
Countries
enhancement/
o Ensure appropriate choice of species
[Note: the Guidelines will
restocking
– benthic over pelagic and migratory
take into considerations
152

18th Meeting of Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASSP, 26-27 November 2015

Issues/Challenges

 Techniques

(specific to stock
enhancement) for
ex-ante impact
assessment and
monitoring
(biological,
environmental,
social and
economic) are not
available

o

o

Recommendations
species
Provide adequate
preparation/rehabilitation of
receiving habitats to ensure
likelihood of success.
Give preference to marine reserves
as release sites for managed
monitoring and harvesting.

 Active involvement of the local people

(especially the fisherfolks) in the
planning, implementation and monitoring
activities, with understanding that the
objectives of the activity and its long-term
Strategy to ensure
sustainability will largely depend on their
sustainability of
continuous active involvement and
activities and
participation;
gains/benefits
 Well-defined governance arrangements,
achieved from stock
and access and harvest rights through
enhancement is not
consultations with various stakeholders in
yet developed
enhancement/ restocking activities;
 Conduct of cost-benefit analysis of
Although benefits
release and stock enhancement activities;
from stock
 Implementation of long-term planning
enhancement and
with all stakeholders to ensure availability
restocking are
of sufficient funds and manpower
urgently needed and
resources;
appreciated, the
 Participation of the local government
technical capabilities
units and their assured commitment to
and financial
adopt and sustain stock enhancement
resources of most
initiatives (with donor funds) beyond
Member Countries
project completion date;
could be limited
 Creation of supplemental and alternative
livelihood strategies to encourage
fisherfolks’ participation and compliance
to regulations;
 Promotion of multi-stakeholder
involvement and embedding conflict
management in all phases of stock
enhancement activity (including planning
for and prioritizing a bottom-up approach
in policy & regulation formulation);
 Implementation of regulations and
networking with enforcement agencies for
protection of released stocks and
management of recaptures; and
 Implementation of activities, in
conjunction with other management and
conservation measures, to ensure that
resources are utilized in sustainable
manner.
Sub-theme 2: Release strategies and ecological interaction with natural stocks
Lack of release
Assess the initial status of the community
protocols/guidelines
structure of the release site and monitor over
(specific to stock
time to determine the effects of interaction with
enhancement)
the released stocks
Determine the appropriate size of release of
stocks to ensure high survival, avoidance of
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Strategic Plan of Action
the elements for higher
success of restocking and
stock enhancement
covering the technical
(choice of species,
biology/life cycle of
species, sustainable supply
of quality seeds/stocks),
environmental (suitability
of site), social/institutional
(involvement and strong
support of local
communities, local
government agencies and
research institutions), and
economic aspects (funds)].
Formulating a ‘Strategy or
Framework for
sustainability of stock
enhancement initiatives’
and disseminating this
Framework to Member
Countries

Establishing release
protocols/guidelines based
on scientific findings and
in accordance with
existing policy
instruments/regulations
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Issues/Challenges

Recommendations
predators and economic efficiency
Conduct proper behavioral conditioning of
stocks prior to release
Promote regular and long-term continuous
monitoring to determine effectiveness
Develop effective marking techniques for stock
enhancement
 Determine appropriate tags for proper
identification of released stocks and for
effective long- term monitoring

Capacity of Member
Based on needs of Member Countries, enhance
Countries on
their capacity on the application of decisionecological risk
making tools for stock release (e.g. ecological
assessment and
risk assessment tool)
effective monitoring
needs to be assessed
and strengthened
Sub-theme 3: Aquaculture-based Enhancement and Restoration
Genetic, health and
Importance of the genetic and health
biodiversity
information of species should be well
considerations
recognized to minimize genetic effects, transfer
 Indiscriminate
of diseases and protect biodiversity
stocking or
translocation of
non-indigenous
species/stocks
poses adverse
genetic and health
risks

Lack of seed
production techniques
and facilities intended
for enhancement and
restocking activities

Increase government investments and solicit
donor contributions for aquaculture R&D and
related facilities to support wide-scale and highimpact stock enhancement and restocking
initiatives
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Strategic Plan of Action
Implementing effective
institutional frameworks,
policy instruments for the
release of stocks,
monitoring and
enforcement mechanisms
at national and local levels

Developing and
implementing capacity
building programs on the
application of decisionmaking tools for stock
release
Formulating mechanism
that will ensure that stocks
for release are
healthy/disease-free (for
instance, thru health
certification) and will not
pose genetic risks
Strengthening IEC
(information, education
and communication)
activities to enhance public
awareness on genetic and
health risks related to
stock release and the need
for precautionary measures
following relevant
Guidelines developed and
promoted by FAO.
Fostering strong
collaboration among R&D
institutions, national and
local government, and
local communities on
initiatives that will support
wide-scale and highimpact stock enhancement
and restocking initiatives
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Annex 23
REGIONAL GUIDELINES ON TRACEABILITY SYSTEM FOR
AQUACULTURE PRODUCTS IN THE ASEAN REGION
Executive Summary
The Regional Guidelines on Traceability System for Aquaculture Products in the ASEAN Region is the
major output of the Japanese Trust Fund V project on Traceability System for Aquaculture Products in the
ASEAN Region. The Guidelines had been developed through a series of workshops, participatory and
consultative process involving fishery officials from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries organized
under the Marine Fisheries Research Department (MFRD) Programmes. The Guidelines was finalized and
adopted by senior fishery officials from Member Countries at the End-of-Project (EOP) Meeting held on
26 – 27 August 2015 in Singapore.
The Guidelines which was drafted based on consensus of and in accordance to the collective inputs and
efforts from all the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries will serve as a common platform and reference
for Member Countries in their implementation of traceability for aquaculture products. The Guidelines
comprise of eleven Chapters and one Annex. The first six Chapters serve as an introduction and includes
the background, scope, acronyms, terms and definitions used in the Guidelines, traceability principles,
advantages of traceability implementation and the types of traceability systems, to provide a better
understanding of the basic elements and focus of the Guidelines; the next two Chapters describe the issues
and challenges faced by industry in the region with respect to traceability implementation and
recommendations. Chapter IX describes a generic supply chain for aquaculture products which identifies
the various stakeholders involved in the aquaculture production, distribution, trade and retail of the
aquaculture products (fish and shrimp). Finally, Chapter X provides the actual guidelines for Member
Cuntries in their implementation of traceability for aquaculture products and highlight where traceability
information is critical as well as the responsibilities of individual stakeholders to ensure that traceability
along the supply chain is established. The last Chapter XI lists the references used in the Guidelines while
the Annex is a listing of competent authorities responsible for implementing and regulating traceability of
aquaculture products in the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18th FCG/ASSP Meeting is requested to take note and endorse the final draft of the Regional
Guidelines on Traceability System for Aquaculture Products in the ASEAN Region. The 18th FCG/ASSP
meeting is also requested to provide policy support and comments for improvement of the Guidelines
before further endorsement by the 24th ASWGFi in 2016.
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Annex 24
VOLUNTARY GUIDELINES FOR SECURING SUSTAINABLE SMALL-SCALE FISHERIES
AND WAY FORWARD FOR THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION
Executive Summary
The “International Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF)” was finally
endorsed at the 31st Session of COFI in June 2014. The Guidelines would serve as a fundamental tool
to support FAO’s vision of eradicating hunger and promoting sustainable development as outlined in
FAO’s new strategic framework. Furthermore, it should be noted that the SSF Guidelines was
developed through global consultation processes that involved more than 4,000 representatives from
member governments, small-scale fishers, fish workers and their organizations, researchers,
development partners, and other relevant stakeholders representing more than 120 countries in six
regional and more than 20 civil-society organization-led national consultative meetings.
The SSF Guidelines has the objective of: a) enhancing the contribution of small-scale fisheries to
global food security and nutrition, in order to support the progressive realization of the right to
adequate food, b) contributing to the equitable development of small-scale fishing communities and
poverty eradication, to improve the socio-economic situation of fishers and fish workers within the
context of sustainable fisheries management, c) achieving sustainable utilization, prudent and
responsible management and conservation of fisheries resources consistent with the CCRF and related
instruments, d) promoting the contribution of small-scale fisheries to an economically, socially and
environmentally sustainable future for the planet and its people, e) providing guidance that could be
considered by States and stakeholders for the development and implementation of ecosystem friendly
and participatory policies, strategies and legal frameworks for the enhancement of responsible and
sustainable small-scale fisheries, and f) enhancing public awareness and promoting the advancement of
knowledge on the culture, role, contribution and potential of small-scale fisheries, considering
ancestral and traditional knowledge, and its related constraints and opportunities. The SSF Guidelines
clearly states that these objectives should be achieved through the promotion of a human rights-based
approach, by empowering small-scale fishing communities—including both men and women, to
participate in decision-making processes and to assume responsibilities for sustainable use of fishery
resources, by placing emphasis on the needs of developing countries and for the benefit of vulnerable
and marginalized groups.
As the SSF Guidelines is voluntary in nature, even if it includes specific focus on the needs of
developing countries, it is global in scope. The high concentration of small-scale fisheries in the
Southeast Asian region that continues to contribute to the economies of the countries, the diversity and
complexity of small-scale fisheries based on the way it is nested in, and the characteristics of fisheries
for subsistence and other small-scale which vary between regions and among developing-developed
countries, should be considered during the development of the Regional Guidelines on small-scale
fisheries. Nevertheless, gender issues, employment in fishing and post-harvest activities, and
occasional fishers and complex livelihoods, could also be considered. Since some provisions in the
SSF Guidelines may not be applicable or suitable for small-scale fishers in the Southeast Asian region,
SEAFDEC is therefore requested by the Member Countries to propose adaptive measures to
regionalize the SSF Guidelines through a regional process of consultations and meetings with the
Member Countries and other relevant stakeholders.
At the same time, the South East Asia Regional Consultation Workshop on the implementation of the
Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security
and Poverty Eradication was held in Bali, Indonesia, on 24-27 August 2015. It was co-organized by the
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) of the Republic of Indonesia and the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), while FAO Bay of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem (BOBLME) Project and SEAFDEC is invited to collaborate on this. The workshop was
attended by 116 participants including representatives of governments, regional and international
organizations, fisher-folk organizations, Civil Society Organization (CSOs), NGOs, academia and
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other relevant actors. Nine SEAFDEC Member Countries except Brunei Darussalam and Lao PDR
join the meeting. The objectives of the workshop were to raise awareness and develop a draft South
East Asian Regional Plan of Action to support the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for
Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication in
the South East Asia region. The result from this meeting is a proposed zero draft of Plan of Action
which is a part of the Summary conclusions and recommendations of the South East Asia Regional
Consultation Workshop on the Implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication as appeared in
Appendix 1.
SEAFDEC raised the outputs on zero draft to the 38th PCM for consideration and guidance whether
SEAFDEC could proceed to continue finalizing the RPOA-SSF from the zero draft or consider for the
Regionalized Guidelines for SSF as suggested by Member Country during the pass SEAFDEC
meeting. Because, in view of SEAFDEC, the RPOA-SSF could also reflect the regional requirements
for securing sustainable small-scale fisheries, in addition, the RPOA-SSF would be translated into the
action plan which is useful for AMSs to implement directly. Nevertheless, after consultation with the
SEAFDEC Program Committee, Chairperson asked the view of all Member Countries either to
continue for development of RPOA-SSF based on Bali zero draft or developing the Regional
Guidelines. The result is that SEAFDEC is requested to focus in developing the voluntary Regional
Guidelines based on the FAO International Guidelines. In this connection SEAFDEC is developing the
questionnaires to support the developing the Regional Guidelines for SSF, it is expected to circulate to
all AMSs with in December 2015.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18FCG/ASSP Meeting is requested to take note of the progress on development of the zero draft
RPOA-SSF from Bali Workshop, as well as the recommendations/suggestions from the 38PCM on
Regional Guidelines on SSF. The meeting is also invited to provide policy guidance and way forward
for development the Regional Guidelines as a voluntary for securing sustainable small-scale fisheries
in the Southeast Asian Region.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 24
Summary conclusions and recommendations of the
South East Asia Regional Consultation Workshop on the Implementation of the Voluntary
Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries
in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication
Ramada Bintang Bali Resort, Indonesia
24-27 August 2015
The South East Asia Regional Consultation Workshop on the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines
for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication
was held in Bali, Indonesia, on 24-27 August 2015. It was co-organized by the Ministry of Marine Affairs
and Fisheries (MMAF) of the Republic of Indonesia and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) in collaboration with the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center
(SEAFDEC) and the FAO Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) Project. The workshop
was attended by 116 participants including representatives of governments, regional and international
organizations, fisher-folk organizations, Civil Society Organization (CSOs), NGOs, academia and other
relevant actors.
The objectives of the workshop were to raise awareness and develop a draft South East Asian Regional
Plan of Action to support the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable SmallScale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF Guidelines) in the South
East Asia region. During 3.5 days, participants examined the current status of small-scale fisheries in the
region, shared experiences through country and topical presentations, and discussed elements of a regional
plan of action to support the implementation of the SSF Guidelines.
Across the region, small-scale fisheries contribute to livelihoods, food security, and local and regional
economies. In most countries, the majority of fishers and fish workers are employed in the small-scale
fishery sub-sector.
There is significant diversity amongst the small-scale fisheries of the region in terms the activity and
context, but there are also some common characteristics. Small-scale fisheries are typically characterized
by open access, low level of empowerment and general lack of organizational structures and formal
representation in decision-making processes. Small-scale fisheries also typically involve rather complex
livelihood strategies combining fishing and other activities.
Threats to small-scale fisheries include declining resources, habitat degradation, IUU fishing, post-harvest
quality issues, increasing competition for access to resources and fishing areas between small-scale
fisheries and commercial fisheries and other sectors, high levels of poverty and vulnerability to natural
hazards and climate change and low levels of formal representation.
A vision for the implementation of the SSF guidelines
Based on the focus of the Regional consultative workshop and its discussions, a vision for the future was
proposed:
“Resource management, rights, social and economic constraints are addressed through the
implementation of the SSF guidelines, leading to increased empowerment, improved livelihood and food
security and increased resilience of small-scale fisheries and those people which depend upon them”
Ensuring that the implementation of the SSF guidelines receives adequate political and policy
support
Promotion of a South East Asian Regional Plan of Action for implementation of the SSF guidelines, to be
led by Indonesia and coordinated by SEAFDEC:
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The workshop appreciated the Government of Indonesia’s initiative to develop its National Plan of
Action for Small-Scale Fisheries, and for taking a leading role in the region in promoting the
implementation of the SSF Guidelines.
The workshop further welcomed the commitment by SEAFDEC, to support the development and
implementation of a South East Asian Regional Plan of Action for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale
Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication, for subsequent introduction to
ASEAN for consideration (see Appendix 2 of Annex 25).
The workshop identified the need for additional activities:
Further consultations addressing specific issues, to inform and guide national and regional
implementation planning
National programmes for awareness raising and mainstreaming of the SSF Guidelines into policies and
actions at all levels (following the example set by Indonesia)
Pro-active partnership and cooperation with relevant non-fisheries institutions and organizations,
including National Commissions for Human Rights, to resolve small-scale fisheries issues relating to
labour, social development, rights and tenure, which may not lie within the direct area of competence
of fisheries agencies or Agriculture Ministries
Soliciting support for the implementation of the SSF Guidelines by national and regional partners and
projects. Encourage recognition and incorporation of the SSF Guidelines implementation priorities
into future and, to the extent possible, current regional projects and initiatives, (as exemplified by the
BOBLME Strategic Action Programme, SAP)
Overarching objectives of a Regional Action Plan
Regional and national government policy commitment to promote a national plan of action for the
implementation for the SSF Guidelines
Sustainable and equitable management of small-scale fisheries and access of SSF products to markets
Small-scale fishers and their communities are empowered to participate in and benefit from
sustainable development associated with the fisheries and resources upon which they depend
Improved livelihoods and working conditions of small-scale fishing communities
Gender considerations are mainstreamed as an integral part of SSF development strategies
Reduced vulnerability to natural hazards, climate variability and climate change, and increase climate
resilience
Approach and guiding principles of a Regional Action Plan
The workshop acknowledged the importance of all principles of the SSF Guidelines for the region and that
these must guide implementation.
The workshop acknowledged that the comprehensive nature of the SSF Guidelines requires a holistic and
human rights-based approach to small-scale fisheries governance and development. It was further
recognized actions must take regional, national and local characteristics into consideration and be inclusive
of all stakeholders. This includes the mainstreaming of gender considerations in implementation.
The workshop recognized that the implementation of the SSF Guidelines should be anchored at the local
and national level, but that regional attention and support would also be required to address shared
concerns and transboundary issues.
The workshop emphasized the role of governments in the implementation of the SSF Guidelines as well as
regional and local fisheries organizations, communities and private sector, to ensure ownership of the
SSF Guidelines. The workshop called upon these stakeholders to be pro-active in the implementation of
the SSF Guidelines. This implementation should take place in the same inclusive and consultative spirit,
which characterized the SSF Guidelines development process.
The workshop recommended that implementation of the SSF guidelines would require the initiation of new
actions, but would also build on the existing experiences, good practices and processes supporting smallscale fisheries in the region, some of which have been identified during the workshop.
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Principle areas for action identified by the working groups
The identified objectives and actions which emerged from the working groups are presented in the tables in
the annex to this document. Potential priority areas for actions to be considered further in national and
regional implementation planning processes proposed by the workshop are based on the following three
thematic areas, which follow Part 2 of the SSF Guidelines. The full list of objectives and actions is
presented in Appendix 3 of Annex 25.
Governance of tenure in SSF and resources management (chapter 5 of SSF Guidelines)
The workshop identified six possible priority areas for SSF Guidelines implementation:
Improve current arrangements for access to fishery resources for SSF. Existing zoning systems giving
exclusive access for SSF in coastal and inland waters need strengthening and enhanced systems of user
and access rights considered.
Review existing tenure rights systems (for fisheries and land) to protect SSF including legalizing or
recognizing customary tenure systems of indigenous peoples, to ensure access to resources including
to coastal/waterfront areas as well as inland waters.
Follow an ecosystem approach to fisheries (EAF) and apply a human rights based approach (HRBA)
to achieve sustainable, productive use, healthy ecosystems and improved well-being of fishing
communities. A change of attitude will be needed from seeing SSF as recipients to rights holders and
processes should include consultations, capacity development and empowerment at regional and
national levels.
Ensure equitable participation of SSF in co-management and other initiatives and frameworks (such as
ICZM and Blue Economy and MPA development). Fisheries advisory bodies need to be established
including SSF representation.
Ensure that appropriate fora, including regional human rights and legal mechanisms, exist to
address transboundary issues, including in relation to transboundary resources and migrants and
migratory fishers and fish workers.
Include SSF – and not only fisheries in general – in national and regional climate change adaptation
and disaster risk management legislation, strategies and plans. Early warning systems, vulnerability
assessments, disaster related social security and insurance systems and other arrangements should be
adapted to cater for SSF.
Social development, employment and decent work and gender equality (chapter 6+8 of SSF
Guidelines)
The workshop identified six possible priority areas for action in relation to this theme, which also
considered the issue of climate change and disaster risk and gender:
Empower small-scale fishing communities through an integrated ecosystem / holistic approach for
small-scale fisheries development. The establishment of national platforms representing all related
stakeholders to support the SSF Guidelines implementation in a participatory manner (as indicated in
particular in para. 13.4, 13.5 and 10.1 of the SSF Guidelines) and the promotion of inter-departmental
collaboration within each country outside the fishery department are key in this context. This includes
the incorporation of the SSF Guidelines into the agenda of the ASEAN Ministerial level on
Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF). This process could be supported by thematic research on SSF by
AICHR/ASEAN, a mapping of ongoing related initiatives and sharing about current empowerment
conditions in the region.
Address tensions generated by transboundary and transborder issues to support an environment for
small-scale fisheries communities that have decent work and living conditions. This would require in
particular collaboration between Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Labour and Fisheries
Department as well as a better understanding of issues in relation to transborder/boundary issues at
local level (e.g. on risks of IUU fishing, migration for labour) and to seek humanitarian and
responsible solutions.
Enable access to education for all to achieve informed and educated coastal communities. Study visits
at the regional level, the participatory development of curricula and the exploration of new technology
for education could be supportive in this context.
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Improve living and working conditions and social protection in small-scale fisheries to contribute to
ensuring decent work in the region. This should be based on ILO guidance and good practices, in
particular in relation to migrant labour and work in fishing. The sharing of experiences in relation to
national social protection schemes in this context could support change in the region.
Actively promote and realize gender equality and equity in small-scale fisheries through
the development and implementation of gender-sensitive legal, regulatory and policy frameworks.
This could be supported among other through targeted programs and the gathering and sharing of best
practices on women empowerment, also through social media and cultural campaigns.
Ensure effective climate change adaptation, emergency response and disaster risk management in
small-scale fisheries by including fisheries and fishing communities, including indigenous people, in
related national policies and plans at all levels. At the regional level, the ASEAN Declaration on
Climate Change and Resilience should be taken into account int this context and pilot projects should
be initiated at national level to learn and inform a regional programme
Value chains, post-harvest and trade (chapter 7 of the SSF Guidelines)
The workshop identified the following five priorities under this theme
SSF meeting local food security and human development needs, participate as partners in domestic,
regional and global value chains and get a fair share of the benefits: Proposed actions include
conducting SSF value chain assessments and risk analysis, market analysis, improvement of traditional
value-added products and promotion of SSF products and inclusion in traceability systems
Reduction of fish losses and ensure quality of the product to increase fishers’ income and support
sustainable fisheries management: Proposed actions include regional assessment on sustainable fish
catch and processing capacity and most critical fisheries, potential causes of fish losses, promoting
best practices for handling and distribution and establishment of a regional platform to promote
exchange of experiences among SSF.
Develop a conducive policy and business environment to encourage investment in infrastructure
appropriate to SSF: Proposed actions include identifying best policies for facilitating investment in
infrastructure, establishment of regional and national organization for fishing port managers, capacity
development for the maintenance and management of landing site/fishing ports and SSF business
skills, and encouraging innovation in the appropriate technology on infrastructure for SSF.
Establish transparent market information systems for local and international market and trade,
facilitate networking between SSF and end users, and promote better access to information through
suitable ICT: Proposed actions include identification of information needs of all players in the supply
chain, ensuring regional scalability and compatibility of ICT, providing up-to-date and transparent
market price information system, and establishment of fishers market.
Organize SSF associations, facilitate their evolution and strengthening to encourage fair and inclusive
environment, improve their bargaining positions through an inclusive legal framework, and promote
community-based resource management combining local wisdom and scientific knowledge: Proposed
actions include creating and strengthening fishing associations and empowering them to get involved
in resources management and capacity building, empowering regional EAFM working group to
support SSF, and conducting regional review on how traditional systems have evolved and adapted.
Immediate next steps to follow-up to the regional workshop
The follow-up actions identified by the workshop to progress the Regional Action Plan and further
promote implementation of the SSF Guidelines have been clustered thematically according to the structure
of Part 3 of the SSF Guidelines.
Policy coherence, institutional collaboration and coordination
Identify key partners at national and regional levels (NGOs, privates, other government departments),
including indigenous peoples and NHRCs.
Map regional projects/initiatives to explore synergies and opportunities for SSF Guidelines
implementation (e.g. BOBLME, ATSEA II & the ISLME, which already include references to the SSF
Guidelines).
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Information, research and communication
Each participant should bring back the learning from this workshop to colleagues
Support lobbying at national level with the government to implement the SSF Guidelines
SSF Guidelines should be translated into national languages (simple version).
Develop mechanisms for alternative reporting (CSO/non-governmental) on how the SSF Guidelines
can support the improvement of SSF
Select one to two major market and trade activities at regional level (e.g. assessment of value chain of
SSF; organization of a regional event to promote SSF products)
National and local level workshop organised to raise awareness on SSF Guidelines (including fishers,
local and national governments, partners – e.g. ICSF).
Raise awareness on SSF Guidelines by Mangrove For the Future (MFF) through steering committee
and national coordinating bodies
Capacity development
Understand needs and support capacity building at national level targeting public institutions
Provide support to CSOs/fisheries organizations who have supported the SSF Guidelines
development/are following up on their implementation on the ground, including sharing of best
practice between SSF groups
Strengthen small-scale fishers organizations
FAO to support development of guidance on implementation of the SSF Guidelines (in partnership
with thematic experts/countries), and specific thematic SSF issues
Implementation support and monitoring
Prepare zero draft of Regional Action Plan and organize a SEAFDEC Regional Technical
Consultation to discuss the zero draft (for subsequent introduction into the ASEAN mechanism)
Initiate national processes to develop NPOA for SSF for each country (e.g. example from Indonesia)
by sharing the results of the regional workshop with all relevant stakeholders (e.g. in Thailand)
Identify SSF ‘hotspots’ (most numerous, most dependent, most vulnerable, most poor, women,
indigenous people etc.) and develop pilot activities at sub national level to demonstrate change through
the application of the SSF Guidelines (requires criteria on identifying hotspots and financial support
for piloting)
Organize virtual working groups to work on specific topic and define outcome
Create channel to report progress on implementation to relevant regional institutions
Report progress on SSF implementation to the FAO Committee on Fisheries in 2016
Aim for a comprehensive review of the implementation of the SSF Guidelines in five years
BOBLME, subject to a second phase, should support the further development of an RPOA for
implementation SSF Guidelines.
The workshop extended its gratitude to the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) of the
Government of the Republic of Indonesia for hosting the workshop.
Bali, Indonesia, 27 August 2015
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Next steps for developing a Southeast Asia RPOA-SSF
Actions
Finalized Zero draft of the RPOA-SSF from Bali
Workshop
Address the RPOA-SSF at the 18th Meeting of the
Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC
Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP)
Regional Technical Consultation on RPOA-SSF (finalize
the 1st draft based on the zero draft RPOA-SSF)
Progress the 1st draft at The 48th Meeting of SEAFDEC
Council for endorsement
Progress the endorsed RPOA-SSF from 48CM to the 18th
Meeting of the ASEAN-Sectoral Working Group on
Fisheries (ASWGFi) for support and further
consideration and adoption by the SOM-AMAF
Submit the Final RPOA-SSF to SOM-AMAF for
consideration and adoption
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Timeline
By end of
September 2015
26-27 November
2015
(Dusit-Thani,
Manila, the
Philippines)
16-18 February
2016 (Venue will be
considered)
4-7 April 2016
(TBA, Viet Nam)
June 2016
(TBA, the
Philippines)

Responsibility
Organizer’s TEAM

August 2016
(Venue TBA)

ASEAN-SEC and Indonesia

SEAFDEC in collaboration
with ASEAN Lead CountryIndonesia
SEAFDEC, Government of
Indonesia, FAO, BOBLME,
and other partners
SEAFDEC with the support
from Indonesia and partners
SEAFDEC and Indonesia

Issue

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives
Group 1 – Governance of tenure and sustainable fisheries management
Access to fishery
resources

Vision/objective

Zoning
User rights/right based
system for SSF are
included in legal
frameworks

CAM: Boundaries for management
areas are clearly defined in
participation with resource users and
local government (co-management).
INA: Panglima Laut – building on
traditional fisheries management
systems/zones. Zoning 12 miles SSF,
under provincial management.

User/tenure rights
(fisheries and land) for
SSF:

User/tenure rights for
SSF are included in legal
frameworks
Securing rights for
indigenous peoples and
other local communities

Registration (ID cards) of fisheries
(PHI, INA, MYA).
Panglima Laut in INA institutionalised
(in Aceh, Lombok), supported by
provincial laws – recognised by
‘proper law’.
Some other examples of recognition of
traditional law but at local level.

REGIONAL
Definition in SEAFDEC Regional CCRF (Code of Conduct
for Responsible Fisheries) – revisit?
Strengthen fisheries at ASEAN level.
Make the ASEAN fisheries sectoral WG aware of the SSF
Guidelines.
NATIONAL
Definition of small-scale fisheries
Develop and strengthen existing SSF fishing zones with
regard to:
 Legal recognition;
 Enforcement/MCS;
 Awareness/information.
Responsibility: DOF or local gov’t (depending on
decentralisation) in partnership.
Demarcation of fishing zones / Cfi boundaries (CAM)
Create limited access zones that are enforced
Include SSF fishing areas in national and provincial spatial
planning (INA)

REGIONAL
Exchange of experiences on securing land tenure and access to
beaches/waterfront (marine and inland waters) for SSF among
SE Asia countries.

th
18th 18
Meeting
Meeting
of Fisheries
of Fisheries
Consultative
Consultative
Group
Group
of the
of ASSP,
the ASSP,
26-27
26-27
November
November
2015
2015
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Zoning:
 PHI: SSF (= < 3GT) can fish
anywhere and municipal waters
(15 km) exclusive for SSF (except
for no-take MPAs). Local
government unit can make
municipal ordinances regarding
coastal water (and exclude
external fishers).
 THA: 6 miles only for SSF – no
‘commercial’ fishers. MYA: 10
miles for < 30 feet boats but need
licence.
 VIE: zone ..miles for 90CV (SSF)
 MAL: 5 zones, including 5 miles
for SSF.

Proposed actions

Vision/objective
through legal
frameworks

Appropriate management
systems for long-term
conservation:
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HRBA to sustainable,
productive and healthy
ecosystems and
improved well-being of
fishing communities
Alternative livelihoods
exist (switching to
tourist activities)
Knowledge (scientific
and traditional) based
management

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives
National level general recognition of
traditional rights.

Promotion of EAF (MAL, INA, PHI,
VIE), including capacity building of
fishers, officials and academics.
Adopted for FM in INA, including use
of EAF indicators. In VIE EAF support
to provincial level including MPAs and
LMMAs. MPAs in CAM with
multiannual planning.
In PHI, MPA management include
fishers.
Programmes in PHI: PPPs, training
capacity building for alternative
livelihoods, scholarships for fisher
children.
In THA, EAF capacity strengthening.
VMS (vessel monitoring system) – still
starting in MYA.

Proposed actions
NATIONAL
Review of land tenure rights system and legalise customary
rights to protect SSF and indigenous people from competition
from other sectors (e.g., tourism) and access to
beaches/waterfront (marine and inland water) should be
public, as appropriate.
Responsibility: need to involve ministry/local government in
charge of land.
REGIONAL
Capacity building of regional partners (organisations and
projects, e.g. PEMSEA and CTI).
Incorporate in regular training courses (by MFF, BOBLME,
AIT).
NATIONAL
Follow EAF for fisheries management planning and
implementation, e.g. consultation with fishers on and
information / communication.
Incentives/compensation to fishers who are directly displaced
by coastal development/resource protection.
Capacity development on different topics, including HRBA:
 For fishers to enable them to apply self-regulation)
 For change agents (local government, NGO, government)
Changing attitude of governments from seeing SSF as a
recipient to a right holder.
Partner with new (non fisheries) partners, e.g., Human Rights
Commission to ensure HRBA.
EAFM and HRBA training should be promoted and
incorporated as part of existing and new courses (fisheries and
related education).
Establish inter-ministerial task forces/committees to address
SSF issues.
Establish a SSF desk/branch in DOF.
 Monitoring, Contr
 olling and Surveillance (MCS).
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Issue

Issue

Vision/objective

Transboundary issues
(at national and regional
contexts):

Appropriate fora,
including regional
human rights and legal
mechanisms, exist to
resolve internal and
external issues, including
issues relating to
transboundary resources
and migrants and
migratory fishers and
fish workers (HRBA).

Assistance and support to
SSF affected by CC and
DR

Proposed actions
NATIONAL
Ensure that SSF is given appropriate importance in any ICZM
arrangement and other frameworks, e.g. Blue Economy.
Establish fisheries advisory bodies including SSF
representation at local and national level (refer Philippines
FARMC).

REGIONAL
Promote bilateral agreements to solve transboundary issues
among countries in the region.
Make the ASEAN fisheries sectoral WG aware of the SSF
Guidelines.
NATIONAL
Enhance coordination among ministries (and LGUs for Phil)
at national level.

REGIONAL
Establish arrangements for regional collaboration on CCA and
DRM.
Incorporate SSF in ASEAN Coordinating Centre for
Humanitarian Assistance (Jakarta) and Asian Disaster

th
18th 18
Meeting
Meeting
of Fisheries
of Fisheries
Consultative
Consultative
Group
Group
of the
of ASSP,
the ASSP,
26-27
26-27
November
November
2015
2015

Consultation processes at
national and regional
levels in place
established
Equitable participation
of SSF actors in comanagement (not top
down only)
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Co-management,
consultations and
representation:

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives
Areas of self-regulation (THA)
Co-management legally recognised in
some areas of MYA.
Co-management can be established if
communities want (Cfi) in CAM – for
both marine and inland waters.
Legal basis for co-management in VIE
(but lack of awareness among SSF).
Institutional development from local to
national level (capacity building) in
MYA.
1800 locally managed MPAs and
network in PHI.
FARMC (Fishery and Aquatic
Resources Management Councils) in
PHI, local councils including fishers
and other stakeholders.
CTI (coral triangle initiatives) –
institutional structure.
BOBLME and other projects.
ASEAN sectoral WG on fisheries
Fishing agreement with INA-AUS.
Tolerance of SSF in INA – MAL:
bilateral agreements.
In CAM, agreements with THA and
VIE on how to manage SSF in some
provinces.
CSO organisation at regional level.
Sharing of tools and guidelines in CTI
region.

Vision/objective

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives

Proposed actions
Preparedness Centre (Bangkok).
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NATIONAL
Include SSF specifically in national DR legislation and in
CCA plans/programmes.
Develop assessments specific to SSF for CC and include SSF
as specific part of CC plans/programmes (not only fisheries).
Develop alternative income generating activities.
Longer time frame for weather forecast linked to early
warning adequate for SSF.
Carry out vulnerability assessment for SSF.
Social security/insurance for CC & DR for SSF.
Group 2 – Social development, employment and decent work and Gender equality and Disaster risks and climate change
Lack of empowerment of
Integrated ecosystemic
REGIONAL
Community-based/collaborative
SSF communities at all
holistic approach for smallmanagement + meaningful
Sharing about empowerment conditions within SEA countries
levels
scale fisheries development
participation in decision making
for further national action (applies to all issues) to learn and to
develop baseline/indicators/gap analysis for the region
Responsible/sustainable investment in
social infrastructure in coastal areas
Develop guidance on implementation (FAO)
Collaboration with Ministry of
Promote the endorsement of the SSF Guidelines by ASEAN
Communication on the use of
and other relevant regional associations
Information and Communication
Promote the engagement with other relevant ASEAN bodies
Technology for SSF (Indonesia- MoU
to consider the SSF Guidelines
to supply mobile phones to share
Mapping of projects/initiatives relevant to the SSF Guidelines
information on prices, fishing grounds
implementation in the region
etc.)
Review current bilateral and regional agreements and examine
Financial inclusion through the use of
how they align with the SSF Guidelines, and consider
mobile phones for social transfers
amendments and changes
(India)
Propose SSF as next thematic research issue for ASEAN
Commercial banks enouraged to cover
Inter-governmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR)
remote areas (India)
Corporate Social Responsibility
NATIONAL
schemes designed with full
Promote the SSF Guidelines with the Ministry/Department of
involvement of SSF
Agriculture in each country to bring them on agenda of
communities/based on needs of SSF
ASEAN ministerial level on agriculture and forestry (AMAF)
communitie (e.g. India - use of old
Promote registration of SSF fishers and fish workers in close
cables from underwater cable industry
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Issue

Issue

Environment for small-scale
fisheries communities free of
crimes
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Limited or lack of access
to education for all

Informed and educated
coastal communities

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives
for fish cages)
Public-private partnership at local level
for fish maketing (Philippines)
Indonesia- NPOA SSF included a
review o fthe legal and regulatry
framework
Japan has support officers for coastal
fisheries

Bilateral agreements to not detain
small-scale fisheries in foreign EEZ
(e.g. Indonesia-Malaysia)
Promotion of transition from informal
to formal migration as collaboration
between Ministries of Labour, Foreign
Affairs and Fisheries (e.g. Philippines,
Myanmar - pre-departure training for
the merchant marine sector)
Register of seaworkers as already
established for the merchant fleet
sector
Schools and teachers provided to
coastal communities by Civil Society
Organizations (e.g. Philippines)
Floating schools in inland and marine
areas (e.g. Cambodia, Viet Nam)
Quota of scholarships for students from
fishing communities to access public
university specialized in fisheries
(Indonesia)
Development of context-specific

Proposed actions
collaboration with the fishing communities, their
organizations and NGOs
Promote inter-departmental collaboration within each country
outside the fishery department
Establish national platforms representing all related
stakeholders to support the SSF Guidelines implementation in
a participatory manner as indicated in particular in para. 13.4,
13.5 and 10.1 of the SSF Guidelines
Review current (fisheries) laws and regulations to examine
how they align with the SSF Guidelines (example from
Indonesia)
Strengthen extension services for SSF (example from Japan)
REGIONAL
Identify migration hotspots
Encourage bilateral agreements for appropriate handling of
SSF (e.g. through MoUs) in relation to transborder/boundary
issue
NATIONAL
Encourage collaboration between Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Labour and Fisheries Department
Increase awareness of and understanding of issues in relation
to transborder/boundary issues at local level (e.g. on risks of
IUU fishing, migration for labour)
Examine establishment of safe passage for customary
movement between countries
REGIONAL
Arrange study visits in the region, including to Japan,
facilitated through organizations such as SEAFDEC
Promote discussion in ASEAN on investment mechanism for
education infrastructure and partnerships to enable this
Promote regional basic literature programs for SSF
NATIONAL
Provide training for women in fish processing and marketing
(hands on training)

th
18th 18
Meeting
Meeting
of Fisheries
of Fisheries
Consultative
Consultative
Group
Group
of the
of ASSP,
the ASSP,
26-27
26-27
November
November
2015
2015

Tensions generated by
transborder /boundary
issues

Vision/objective

Poor working conditions
in small-scale fisheries and
lack of social protection

Vision/objective

Decent work for all is
operative in the region

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives
curriculum for primary/secondary
school for coastal communities
(Thailand)
Indonesia and Rhode Island University
have an MoU
Malaysia has a social protection for
SSF
Indonesia has an insurance scheme for
fisheries

202
Need for gender-sensitive
legal, regulatory and
policy framework and its
implementation

Active promotions and
realization of gender equality
and equity in SSF

Malaysia has ‘ women in business’
groups, including for fisheries
Philippines have guidelines on the
recognition of women in agriculture
which could be adapted to SSF
Indonesia has empowerment programs
targeting SSF women

Proposed actions
Youth: provide support for education fee, scholarships,
university exchange programs (e.g. example from Indonesia)
Develop specific curricula based on SSF needs, in
consultation with SSF stakeholders
Promote increased investment in social infrastructure for SSF
communities
Explore the use of new technology for education
REGIONAL
Promote implementation of ILO guidance, including recent
regional work on migrant labor (e.g. establishment of seafarer
register), in line with ASEAN Declaration on the Rights and
Protection of migrant workers
Promote regional agreement on social protection/security for
migrant labour
Share experiences from national social protection schemes to
encourage establishment/strengthening of national schemes
Establish formal complaints mechanism (example from ILO
on forced labour)
NATIONAL
Establish register of fishers and fishworkers
Establish pre-migration training programs
Establish/strengthen health and safety insurance mechanisms
for all SSF, including migrants
REGIONAL
Ensure the participation of SSF women in the ASEAN
Commission on women and children
Gather and share best practices on women empowerment, also
through social media and cultural campaigns
NATIONAL
Develops specific plan for women in SSF and ensure
allocation of budget for women programs
Promote SSF women groups (for example, Women in
Business groups in Malaysia)
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Issue

Issue

Emergency response and
disaster risk management
not including SSF enough

Vision/objective

ASEAN Declaration on Climate
Change and Resilience
Sectoral plan/strategy for climate
change adaptation for the fisheries
sector (Indonesia)
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Group 3 - Value chains, post-harvest and trade
Access to markets
SSF meet local food security
needs, participate as partners
in domestic and global value
chains and get a fair share of
the benefits

Ongoing:
Fish Auction practices at the landing
site
Fishing/fishers cooperative and fishing
guilds
Promote the SSF products to the
International market
Market certification for SSF products
FIP for SSF
Joint promotion of SSF products
among Asia - Pacific countries
Centralized Landing for the SSF
Good practices:
Direct link between SSF to the retailers

Proposed actions
Develop national guidelines for the recognition of SSF
women (example for rural women recognition available from
the Philippines)
Gather and share best practices on women empowerment, also
through social media and cultural campaigns
Develop/strengthen legislation to ensure the realization of
women’s rights
REGIONAL
Discussion and monitoring of the implementation of the
ASEAN Declaration on Climate Change and Resilience,
ensuring the inclusion of SSF
NATIONAL
Actively involve SSF stakeholders in the development and
implementation of national plans for CC adaptation and
disaster risk to integrate natural resource management and
SSF (ecosystem approach; example from Indonesia on
sectoral CC adaptation strategy)
Pilot projects at field level and share learning to inform a
regional CC adaptation program
Regional:
Assessment of the small-scale fisheries value chain
Market analysis at regional level to look at the demand trend
for fisheries product
Promotion for SSF products at the regional market
Assessment of the impact of ASEAN Economic Community
and trade barriers on SSF
National:
Assessment of the small-scale fisheries value chain and risk
analysis on impacts on local food security
Improvement of value-added traditional products such as: Fish
sauce, Smoked Fish, Fish Crackers, Fish floss, Fish Balls,
souvenirs, etc.

th
18th 18
Meeting
Meeting
of Fisheries
of Fisheries
Consultative
Consultative
Group
Group
of the
of ASSP,
the ASSP,
26-27
26-27
November
November
2015
2015

Inclusion of fisheries and
fishing communities and
indigenous people in inland
and coastal areas in national
policy and plans at all level

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives

Avoiding post-harvest
losses

Vision/objective

Reduce fish losses and
ensure quality of the product
to increase fishers’ income
and support sustainable
fisheries management
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Investment in appropriate
infrastructure

Conducive policy and
business environment to
encourage investment in
infrastructure appropriate to
SSF

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives
Clustering the SSF in to the Plasma
scheme
Seafood festival to bring the
consumers directly in to the SSF
Promoting sustainable product from
SSF to the market including consumers
education
Ongoing:
The improvement of on board
preservation
Capacity building for fishers and other
players along the value chain for good
handling practices on board and
distribution
Provide collecting vessels for SSF at
sea.
Improvement of traditional processing
practices and diversification
Inspection systems for the catches
quality and safety at the landing site
Good practice:
Good cool chain system along the
supply chain
Ongoing:
Partnership with the private sectors in
providing better facilities for SSF
Sekaya Maritim Program (Indonesia)
Improvement of landing sites for SSF
Encourage private sectors to invest in
infrastructures for SSF
Investment in transition from
destructive to more selective fishing
gears

Proposed actions
Facilitate market access for traditional product to the retailers
Monitoring of fish prices and supply

Regional:
Regional assesment on the sustainable fish catch and
processing capacity
Identifiy potential causes of fish losses along the supply chain
for SSF
Promote best practices for handling and distribution e.g.:
standardized fish box
Establish a platform to promote exchange of experiences
among SSF in Asean
National:
Promote best practices for handling and distribution e.g.:
standardized fish box
Identify the most critical fisheries in terms of sustainability,
loss and waste to establish measures
Regional:
Case study at regional level to identify best policies for
facilitating investment in infrastructure for SSF
Establish regional organization for fishing port managers
National:
Capacity development for the maintenance and management
of landing site/fishing port
Capacity building for SSF business skills

Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center

Issue

Issue

Access to information on
market and trade

Good practice and
ongoing initiatives
Good practices:
Providing one stop services systems
including logistics and license for SSF

Establish transparent market
information systems for local
and international market and
trade, facilitate networking
between SSF and end users,
and promote better access to
information through suitable
ICT

Ongoing:
www.pipp.com and information board
in some landing sites.
www.wpi.kkp.go.id for the fish price
information.
Online catch certification system
SMS for market and fishing related
information

Organize SSF associations,
facilitate their evolution and
strengthening to encourage
fair and inclusive
environment, improve their
bargaining positions through
an inclusive legal
framework, and promote
community-based resource
management combining
local wisdom and scientific
knowledge

Transition to written contract between
SSF and the middlemen
Develop fisher club to link with the
buyers and encourage ecotourism
Fisher association provide Capacity
building on sustainable fishing and
business
Improve fisheries income (premium
price) back to the community
Empowering customary law (eg: adat
& tara bandu)
Good practices:
Van chai (Viet Nam), tara bandu
(Timor Leste), Sasi & Panglima Laot
(Indonesia)
Revival and modernization of
traditional fisheries management
system (e.g. Samoa)

Proposed actions
Establish national organization for fishing port and landing
site managers e.g.: such as in Indonesia
Encourage innovation in the appropriate technology on
infrastructure for SSF
Regional:
Identify the need for information of players along the supply
chain including market requirements
Ensure regional scalability and compatibility for information
and communication technology e.g. should be available in
different ASEAN languages
National:
Establish fishers market for SSF, like in Malaysia
Establish up-to-date and transparent market price information
Identify the need of information of players along the supply
chain including market requirements
Regional:
Empower regional EAFM working group to support the SSF
Creating and strengthening fishing associations and providing
technical support and capacity building
Regional review of how traditional system have evolved and
adapted to sustainable resources management and trade
requirements
National:
Empowering local fishing communities to get involved in
resources management, capacity building and establish link
with the market such as in Malaysia
Creating and strengthening fishing associations and providing
technical support and capacity building

th
18th 18
Meeting
Meeting
of Fisheries
of Fisheries
Consultative
Consultative
Group
Group
of the
of ASSP,
the ASSP,
26-27
26-27
November
November
2015
2015

205

Traditional forms of
associations

Vision/objective
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Annex 25

FAO GLOBAL RECORD
Executive Summary
Refers to the 2005 Rome Declaration on IUU Fishing1 (Ministerial Meeting on Fisheries; Rome, 12
March 2005), the program to develop a Comprehensive Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated
Transport Vessels and Supply Vessels has been endorsed as a critical element in the global effort to
prevent, deter and eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. Through the feasibility
study, Experts, and several Technical consultations, the FAO could not come into conclusion for
endorsement by the FAO Council.
Following the recommendations of the first Meeting of the Global Record Informal Open-Ended
Technical and Advisory Working Group (GRWG), held in Rome on 23-25 February 2015, the GRWG
Secretariat has established a number of Specialized Core Working Groups to deal with particular matters
mainly at technical level. Experts have been nominated to participate in Specialized Core Working Groups
on Data Requirements (GRCG-DR), Data Exchange (GRCG-DE) and Third Party Data (GRCG-DE), and
work is currently underway through virtual workspaces.
The informal meeting of Specialized Core Working Groups was held from 30 September to 2 October
2015 at Head Quarter of FAO, Rome, Italy. The results are summarized as follows;
In general the Global Record is designed for 3 phases
 Phase 1: All vessels ≥ 100GT or ≥ 100GRT or ≥ 24m.
 Phase 2: All vessels < 100GT or < 100GRT or < 24m but ≥ 50GT or ≥ 50GRT or ≥ 18m).
 Phase 3: All other eligible vessels, notably vessels < 50GT or < 50GRT or < 18m but
≥ 10GT or ≥ 10GRT or ≥ 12m)
There are five sub modules of the main information modules needs for the Global Record namely:
a) Vessel Details: such as Vessel Identification, Regional Identification, Registration, Dimensions,
Construction, Ownership, Gears, Picture
b) Historical Data: such as Flag, Name, Owner, Operator/manager
c) Authorization Details: such as Authorization Type, Authorization Number, Authorization
Holder, Issued By, Issued Date, Authorization Period Start Date, Authorization Period End Date,
Authorized Area, Authorized Species. In general, the term “Authorization details” are refers to
the RFMO’s Authorization. The Core expert noted the important of this module for Port State to
monitor the IUU fishing. In addition, this term is also used in the framework of Fish Stock
Agreement. However, taking into account the Global Record is for all Member States
implementation, therefore the said module name may not appropriate, it is suggested to use
another term such as “fishing licensing or permit” data/information. Finally, the Core experts
suggest FAO to raise this issue at high levels for their consideration.
d) Inspection and Surveillance: This module includes Report Number, Type of (responsibility),
Source Report Type, Originating State, Issuing Authority, Date, Location, and Infringement/
Apparent Infringement. Noted that this module is required by the PSMA, but what PSMA did not
include is the Infringement issues. The Core expert agreed to change the Module name from
“Compliance Details” to be “Inspection and Surveillance”.
e) Port Entry Denials: This module includes data fields such as notification number, originating
state, port name, date and reason for denial.
A pilot version of the Global Record including participation of key partners will be developed and if
possible, presented at the Thirty-second session of COFI in 2016 for review.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18FCG/ASSP Meeting is requested to take note of the status of FAO Global Record, in addition to
provide policy guidance to SEAFDEC for future action on this matter.
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Annex 26
FAO CATCH DOCUMENTATION SCHEME
Executive Summary
This paper is introduced to 18th Meeting of FCG/ASSP by SEAFDEC using the reference from the Report
of the Expert Consultation on Catch Documentation Schemes. Rome, 21–24 July 2015. FAO Fisheries
and Aquaculture Report No. 1120. Rome. Italy.
The UN General Assembly Resolution on Sustainable Fisheries of 9 December 2013 expresses concern
for the continued threat to marine habitats and ecosystems from illegal, unregulated and unreported (IUU)
fishing, and also acknowledges the negative impact of these activities on food security and state
economies, particularly in developing regions. The resolution recognizes FAO’s established role in
facilitating collaborative development by states of international instruments setting out principles and
standards for responsible practices in the management, conservation and development of fisheries. It thus
calls on states, inter alia, to initiate within FAO as soon as possible the elaboration of guidelines and other
relevant criteria for catch documentation schemes (CDSs)
In response to this request, as expressed in paragraph 68 of the resolution, the thirty-first session of the
Committee on Fisheries (COFI) (Rome, 9–13 June 2014) proposed that FAO undertake the elaboration of
such guidelines for CDSs, including possible formats, based on the following principles: (a) conformity
with the provisions of relevant international law; (b) not create unnecessary barriers to trade; (c)
equivalence; (d) risk-based; (e) reliable, simple, clear and transparent; and (f) electronic if possible. The
Committee further stipulated that assessment of schemes and formats would include cost-benefit
considerations and take into account CDSs already implemented by some Member States and regional
fisheries management organizations.
The Expert Consultation on Catch Documentation Schemes was subsequently convened by FAO, with the
support of Norway, in Rome, 21–24 July 2015. The Consultation was tasked with developing draft
voluntary guidelines for catch documentation schemes, in accordance with the above principles, to be
submitted for adoption at the thirty-second session of COFI, subject to prior review by the fifteenth
session of the COFI Sub-Committee on Fish Trade (COFI-FT) and further technical consultation
processes as deemed appropriate.
The draft CDS guidelines, attached as Appendix D of this report, represent the primary output of the
Consultation. The content is divided into nine sections, reflecting the structure deemed most appropriate
for organizing the content and ensuring inclusion of all necessary components. In order, the sections are:
Preamble, Purpose and scope, Objective, Definitions, Principles, Application of basic principles, Special
requirements of developing states, CDS recommended standards and functions, and Data
requirements/formats.
REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE MEETING
The 18FCG/ASSP Meeting is requested to take note of the status of FAO Draft Catch Documentation
Scheme Guidelines. The meeting is also invited to provide policy guidance to SEAFDEC for future action,
taking into account the existing development of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme which have
been developed since 2014, and pending for endorsement after the stakeholders consultation and system
testing.
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Annex 27
CLOSING REMARKS
By Mr. Hajime Kawamura
Co-chair for the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center
Distinguished delegates from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries and the ASEAN Secretariat,
SEAFDEC Senior Officials,
Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Afternoon!
First of all, on behalf of the Co-chair for SEAFDEC of the 18th Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative
Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership, please allow me to thank the representative from
Myanmar Dr. Su Myo Thwe, for chairing with me the Eighteenth Meeting of FCG/ASSP. Please allow me
to also thank the representatives from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries and their respective
delegations for their active cooperation and psticipation during our deliberations. Your active involvement
surely led us to the successful conclusion of the Meeting. Your significant recommendations would be
submitted by our ASEAN counterpart, to the higher authorities of the ASEAN for consideration and
endorsement. In addition, I would also like to express our appreciation for your constructive comments
and suggestions as well as policy recommendations on several aspects especially with regards to the
progress of implementation and development of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC regional programs.
Lastly, on behalf of the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership, I
would also wish to thank the SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department and staff for the excellent arrangements
of our Meeting. Without further ado, I now declare the Eighteenth Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative
Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership closed. For those who will be travelling out of this
beautiful city of Manila and back to their respective countries, we wish you a happy and successful trip.
Once again, I thank you very much for your active participation during our two-day Meeting.
Good day!
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