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Annex 8

FISHERY INFORMATION PROGRAM OF THE PHILIPPINES' 
BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES 1/

I .  INTRODUCTION

The w o rld s ' t o t a l  f is h e r ie s  p ro d u c tio n  as re p o rte d  by 

th e  Food and A g r ic u ltu re  O rg a n iza tio n  (FAO) in  1985 is  83 

m i l l io n  m e tr ic  tons  c o n tr ib u te d  by 160 c o u n tr ie s .  Of these 

160 c o n t r ib u t in g  c o u n tr ie s ,  th e  P h ilip p in e s  ranked 12th 

la rg e s t  f is h  p rodu ce r o f  th e  w o rld .

F is h e r ie s  as an economic s e c to r  makes an im p o rta n t 

c o n tr ib u t io n  to  th e  economy in  terms o f  employment and 

e x p o rt e a rn in g s . I t s  c o n t r ib u t io n  to  th e  c o u n try s ' GNP 

in  1987 is  f iv e  p e rce n t and 20 p e rc e n t to  gross va lue  added 

o f  a g r ic u ltu r e ,  f is h e ry  and fo r e s t r y .

On e x p o r t ,  th e  P h ilip p in e s  had a p o s i t iv e  balance o f  

tra d e  in  f is h  and f is h e ry  p rodu c ts  s in ce  1975 to  p re s e n t 

and th e  va lue  o f  f is h e r ie s  exp o rts  s te a d i ly  in c re a se d  from  

P532M (48,482MT) in  1978 t o  P6.44B (112.382MT) in  1987.

The annual growth ra te s  achieved by the  P h il ip p in e  

f is h e r ie s  from  1978 to  1987 were re g is te re d  a t  3 .8  p e rce n t 

and 1 6 .4 p e rc e n t in  q u a n t ity  and v a lu e , r e s p e c t iv e ly .  For 

1987, th e  t o t a l  f is h  p ro d u c tio n  reached 2.2  m i l l io n  m e tr ic  

to n s .

On employment, th e  f is h in g  in d u s try  d i r e c t ly  employs 

an es tim a ted  one m i l l io n  fishe rm en  and f is h fa rm e rs  th ro u g h ­

ou t th e  c o u n try .

1/ Presented by Anselma S. Legaspi d u r in g  th e  Seminar on F is h e ry  and 
A quacu ltu re  In fo rm a tio n  he ld  a t Bangkok, T ha iland  Feb. 7 -1 0 , 1989.
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I I . BACKGROUND

P r io r  to  th e  im p lem en ta tion  o f  E xecu tive  O rder 116, 

re o rg a n iz in g  th e  Bureau o f  F is h e r ie s  and A q u a tic  Resources 

(BFAR) and c o n v e rt in g  i t  from  a l in e  to  a s t a f f  bureau, two 

o u t o f  the  14 d iv is io n s , namely the  In fo rm a tio n  D iv is io n  

and th e  E x tens ion  D iv is io n  are re s p o n s ib le  f o r  in fo rm a tio n  

re p ro d u c tio n  and d is s e m in a tio n , and techno logy  packaging 

and t ra n s fe r  a n d /o r e x te n s io n .

In  th e  p re s e n t se t-u p  o f  the BFAR, (F ig u re  1) th e  

fu n c tio n s  o f  th e  In fo rm a tio n  D iv is io n  and th e  E xtens ion  were 

assumed by th e  F is h e r ie s  Development Support S e rv ices  D iv i ­

s io n  (FDSSD).

The F is h e r ie s  Development Support S e rv ices  D iv is io n  

has fo u r  s e c t io n s ,  nam ely, th e  I n s t i t u t io n a l  A ss is tance  

S e c tio n , th e  Manpower Development S e c tio n , the  E xtens ion  

Development and A d v iso ry  S e c tion  and th e  Technology Packaging 

and P u b lic a t io n  S e c tio n  (F ig u re  2 ) .

The Manpower Development Section  assesses the  manpower 

requ irem en t o f  th e  f is h e r ie s  in d u s try  to  serve as bas is  in  

the fo rm u la tio n  o f  manpower development program s. The I n s t i ­

t u t io n a l  A ss is ta nce  S e c tio n  e s ta b lis h e s  lin k a g e  w ith  th e  

research in s t i t u t io n s  and f is h e r ie s  a s s o c ia tio n s  and cooper­

a tiv e s  to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  t r a n s fe r  o f  te c h n o lo g ie s  th ro ugh  an 

e f fe c t iv e  feedback system . The Extension Development and 

A dvisory S e c tio n  serves as th e  b roke r o f  te c h n o lo g ie s  th a t  

a re  ready f o r  t r a n s fe r  t o  th e  end users. The Technology 

Packaging S e c tio n  is  p r im a r i ly  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  packaging 

a p p ro p ria te  f is h e r ie s  techno logy  fo r  d is s e m in a tio n  by the 

13 re g io n a l o f f ic e s  o f  th e  Department o f A g r ic u ltu re  to  the 

f is h e r ie s  c l ie n te le .
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I I I .  THE FISHERIES INFORMATION PROGRAM

C ognizant o f  th e  fa c t  th a t  ex tens ion  i s  b a s ic a l ly  

com m unication, th e  BFAR as a s t a f f  bureau th ro u g h  th e  FDSSD 

has fo r  i t s  in fo rm a tio n  program  seve ra l p ro je c ts  th a t  are 

geared tow ards f a c i l i t a t i n g  th e  f lo w  o f  f is h e r ie s  in fo rm a tio n  

and th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  te ch n o lo g y  packages f o r  d is s e m in a tio n  

to  the  end use rs . Among these  p ro je c ts  a re :

1. I n te n s i f ic a t io n  o f  F is h e rie s  Technology T ra n s fe r 
th ru  Packaging and In fo rm a tio n  P ro d u c tio n

2. F is h e r ie s  E x te n s io n  Development and A dv iso ry  S erv ices
3 . C o lle c t io n  and E va lu a tio n  o f  F ish  M arke ting  Data
4 . F is h e r ie s  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  A ss is tance
5. S tre n g th e n in g  th e  Governments' Support S e rv ices to  

th e  F is h e r ie s  In d u s try
6 . C re a tio n  o f  a T e c h n ic a l Board t o  Review and 

Approve T e c h n ic a l Papers fo r  P u b lic a t io n

In  a d d it io n  to  th e  above on-go ing  p r o je c ts ,  th e  BFAR 

and th e  C o llege  o f  F is h e r ie s  U n iv e rs ity  o f  th e  P h ilip p in e s  

in  th e  V isayas (UPV) subm itted  to  th e  German government 

(GTZ) f o r  f in a n c ia l  ass is ta n ce  a p r o je c t  p ro p o s a l e n t i t le d  

" F is h e r ie s  In fo rm a tio n  and E xtens ion  P rogram ." Th is  p ro ­

je c t  has th re e  main components namely:

1 . In fo rm a tio n  D issem ina tion

2 . P i lo t  P ro je c t

3 . Human Resource Development

The proposed p r o je c t  aims to  im prove th e  s tandard o f 

l i v in g  in  th e  f is h e r ie s  community by in c re a s in g  th e  i ncome 

and p r o f i t a b i l i t y  o f  th e  s m a ll-s c a le  fish e rm e n , f is h fa rm e rs  

and f i s h  p ro ce sso rs . The p ro je c t  is  a ls o  e n v is io n e d  to  

s tre n g th e n  th e  in fo rm a tio n  and ex te n s io n  c a p a b i l i t ie s  o f 

BFAR and UPV p e rso n n e l. L ike w ise , i t  a ls o  aims to  p rov ide  

and d issem ina te  a p p ro p ria te  f is h e r ie s  te ch n o lo g y  as w e ll 

as p ro p a g a tio n  techn iques/schem es, m arine re s o u rc e s /e n v iro n ­

m ental management in  s p e c i f ic  p i l o t  areas which can be rep ­

l ic a te d  in  o th e r  areas.

Th is p ro p o sa l i s  s t i l l  a w a it in g  a p p ro va l o f  concerned 

o f f ic e s  and governments.
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IV . THE FLOW OF FISHERIES TECHNOLOGY FROM SOURCE TO END USER 
(F ig u re  3)

In  s u p p o rt to  p o l ic y  fo rm u la t io n , fo u r  d iv is io n s  o f  

BFAR conduct s tu d ie s  and generate f is h e r ie s  techno logy 

r e la t in g  to  a q u a c u ltu re , f is h in g ,  p o s t-h a rv e s t and marine 

re s o u rce s . Technolog ies th a t  need v e r i f ic a t io n  are f ie ld -  

te s te d  in  th e  d i f f e r e n t  f is h e r ie s  f a c i l i t i e s .

The A quacu ltu re  D iv is io n  conduct s tu d ie s  on m atters 

r e la t in g  to  th e  c u ltu re  and development o f  c u l t iv a b le  f is h  

and o th e r  a q u a tic  resources which are  v e r i f ie d  e i th e r  a t 

a t th e  F reshw ate r Research Center o r  a t  th e  B rack ishw a te r 

Research C en te r. The research  ve sse l i s  u t i l i z e d  fo r  marine 

resources s tu d ie s  be ing  conducted by th e  Marine Resources 

D iv is io n .  The N a tio n a l Commercial F is h in g  Research Center 

serves as th e  v e r i f ic a t io n  f a c i l i t y  f o r  f is h in g  techno log ies, 

generated by F is h in g  Technology D iv is io n  and th e  P i lo t  F ish 

P rocess ing  P la n t f o r  th e  v e r i f ic a t io n  o f  te c h n o lo g ie s  gene­

ra te d  by th e  P o s t-H a rves t Technology D iv is io n .  Technologies 

generated by o th e r  research in s t i t u t io n s  are a ls o ,  jo in t ly  

v e r i f ie d  and packaged f o r  d is t r ib u t io n  to  ou r c l ie n te le .

The F is h e r ie s  Development Support S e rv ices  D iv is io n  

in  c o o rd in a t io n  w ith  the  te c h n ic a l d iv is io n s  and Research 

Centers package and reproduce research papers in  such a 

way th a t  i t  w i l l  be e a s i ly  understood by th e  f i e l d  te c h ­

n ic ia n  and th e  c l ie n te le .

The f i e l d  te c h n ic ia n  o f  the Department o f  A g r ic u ltu re  

in  th e  13 re g io n a l o f f ic e s  a c t as the  t r a n s fe r  agents o f 

th e  te chno logy  t o  th e  f is h e r ie s  in d u s try  i . e . ,  th e  f is h fa rm e rs , 

fish e rm e n , f i s h  p ro c e s s o rs / f is h  hand le rs  and vendors and a lso  

th e  consumers.

On th e  o th e r  hand, problems o f  th e  in d u s try  th a t  need 

to  be s tu d ie d  by th e  research d iv is io n  are  re p o rte d  by the 

f ie l d  te c h n ic ia n s  f o r  a p p ro p ria te  a c t io n .  The BFAR m ainta ins 

a l i b r a r y  w hich serve  n o t o n ly  the  BFAR p e rso n n e l b u t a lso  

s tuden ts  and people  engaged in  f is h in g  in d u s t ry .
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V. THE BFAR PUBLICATIONS

The BFAR p u b lic a t io n s  in c lu d e  the  fo l lo w in g :

1. F is h e r ie s  J o u rn a l -  Th is jo u rn a l i s  a y e a r ly  te ch ­

n ic a l  p u b lic a t io n  which i s  composed o f  o r i ­

g in a l F is h e r ie s  S c ie n t i f ic  paper w ith  new 

c r i t i c a l  in fo rm a tio n  based on o r ig in a l  

research  and w ith  c o n c lu s iv e  r e s u lts  based 

on te rm in a te d  s tu d y .

2 . F is h e r ie s  N e w s le tte r -  T h is  is  a q u a r te r ly  pub­

l i c a t io n  which in c lu d e  o r ig in a l  a r t ic le s  

on g e n e ra l in fo rm a tio n  and te c h n ic a l s u b je c ts , 
p re c is e  w r i t in g  o f  c u r re n t  tre n d s  and deve lop­

ment in  th e  f is h in g  in d u s try  s p e c ia l ly  from 

abroad, o b s e rv a tio n s , re c e n t and planned 

a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  Bureau o f  F is h e r ie s

3. T e c h n ic a l paper s e r ie s  -  T h is  is  p u b lish e d  in  

memeograph fo rm . The papers p u b lis h e d  

are  te c h n ic a l re p o r ts  o f  BFAR pe rson ne l 

t o  th e  D ire c to r  m os tly  re s u lts  o f  s p e c i f ic  

s tu d ie s ,  in v e s t ig a t io n s  and surveys under­

ta k e n , and c o n s tru c t iv e  a r t ic le s  on orga­

n iz a t io n a l e f fe c t iv e n e s s ,  e f f ic ie n c y  and 

economy.

4 . G enera l In fo rm a tio n  s e r ie s  -  Th is  is  a m onthly 

p u b lic a t io n  in  memeograph fo rm . Th is pub­

l i c a t io n  in c lu d e  o r ig in a l  a r t ic le s  o f  gen e ra l 

a p p lic a t io n  to  th e  in d u s try  o r  any in d u s try  

in fo rm a tio n  th a t  w i l l  a c c e le ra te  P h il ip p in e  

f is h e r ie s  development bo th  lo c a l and abroad 

and a ls o  th e  F is h e r ie s  A d m in is tra t iv e  O rde r's  

ru le s  and re g u la t io n .

5. E x tens ion  S e ries  -  Th is p u b lic a t io n  is  be ing  p ro ­

duced by th e  BFAR F is h e r ie s  E xtens ion  D iv is io n  

now th e  F is h e r ie s  Development Support S e rv ices 

D iv is io n .  The f is h e r ie s  in fo rm a tio n  p u b lish e d
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are d e r iv e d  from  o th e r  p u b lic a t io n s .  The t a r ­

g e t audience are th e  in d u s try  p e o p le , s tu d e n ts , 

housew ives, and ex tens ion  w o rke rs . Each pub­

l i c a t io n  is  package o f  te chno logy  in fo rm a tio n  

f o r  one s p e c i f ic  commodity.

6 . Handbooks/Manual -  Th is  p u b lic a t io n  are more o f  

techn iques o r "how -to " in  adop ting  a p a r t i ­

c u la r  f is h e r ie s  techno logy  to  guide th e  

f i e l d  te c h n ic ia n  as w e ll as th e  c l ie n te le  

when th e y  app ly  th e  te ch n o lo g y .

7 . P oste rs  -  These are p r in te d  in fo rm a tio n  w ith  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  th a t  are pos ted  in  s t r a te g ic  

p laces to  d issem ina te  th e  message t o  people 

in  th e  f is h e r ie s  in d u s try  and a lso  to  th e  

gene ra l p u b lic  who in  one way o r ano the r 

a re  a ls o  concerned o r  have som ething to  do 

w ith  th e  message.

In  a d d it io n  t o  th e  p r in te d  m a te r ia ls /p u b lic a t io n , 

BFAR a ls o  make use o f  o th e r  aud io  v is u a l m a te r ia ls  in  th e  

d is s e m in a tio n  o f  f is h e r ie s  in fo rm a tio n .  Some o f  these  are 

th e  fo l lo w in g :

1 .  S lid e s  and f i lm s t r ip s  and v ideo  tapes -  These 

a re  used d u r in g  t r a in in g  to  supplement th e  

le c tu re s  g ive n  by th e  resource  person .

Most o f  th e s e  s lid e s  and f i lm s t r ip  are 

ta ke n  in  a c tu a l work s itu a t io n s  in  th e  

te ch n o lo g y  v e r i f ic a t io n  c e n te rs .

2. Mass media -  The mass media such as ra d io ,  t e le ­

v is io n  and newspapers are a ls o  used to  

in fo rm  th e  p u b lic  on m atte rs  th a t  need 

im m ediate d is s e m in a tio n .
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V I .  PROBLEMS IN IMPLEMENTING FISHERIES INFORMATION PROGRAM

D isse m in a tin g  in fo rm a t io n  i s  n o t w ith o u t problem s 

s p e c ia l ly  i f  you a re  t a r g e t t in g  a p o p u la tio n  o f  more th a n  

57 m i l l io n  re s id in g  in  more th a n  7,000 is la n d s  and speaking  

more th a n  70 d ia le c ts .  F o llo w in g  are some o f  th e  problem s 

th a t  in  one way o r  an o th e r hamper our in fo rm a tio n  d is s e ­

m in a tio n .

1 . H igh c o s t o f  p r in t in g  aggravated by l im i te d  

funds a l lo c a te d  f o r  t h is  purpose

2. H igh c o s t o f  t im e  s lo ts  f o r  te le v is io n  and 

ra d io  b roadcast

3. Most o f  th e  f is h e r ie s  techno logy  p r in t  m a te r ia ls  

a re  in  E n g lis h  and co u ld  n o t be e f f e c t iv e ly  used 

by some ta rg e t  users

There is  a p o o r lin k a g e  between resea rch  i n s t i ­

t u t io n  and th e  te ch n o lo g y  t r a n s fe r  a g e nc ie s / 

a g e n ts .

5. Some resea rch  o u tp u t are no t respon s ive  t o  th e  

needs o f  th e  in d u s t ry

6 . T a rg e t c l ie n t s  a re  in  remote and is o la te d  is la n d s  

making i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th e  f i e l d  te c h n ic ia n s  or 
even p r in t  m a te r ia ls  and ra d io  b roadcast to  reach 

them
7 . T ra n s p o rta t io n  and com m unication in  f is h in g  com­

m u n it ie s  a re  r e la t iv e ly  p o o r.

In s p ite  o f  th e  above mentioned p rob lem s, f is h e r ie s  

in fo rm a tio n  d is s e m in a tio n  t o  th e  f is h e r ie s  in d u s try  is  

being c a r r ie d  o u t by th e  BFAR and th e  Department o f  

A g r ic u ltu re  e x te n s io n  w o rk e rs .
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FIGURE 1
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F I G U R E  2
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FIGURE 3


