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Annex 13
THE FISHERIES INFORMATION SERVICE OF RAPA

The FAO Regional O ffic e  fo r  Asia and P a c if ic  (RAPA) covers 30 
coun trie s  in  the Region which produce 42 percent o f the w o rld 's  f is h  
p roduction . One o f i t s  func tions  is  to  monitor and re p o rt major 
development trends in  food and a g r ic u ltu re , inc lud ing  f is h e r ie s ,  in  the 
Region. In  ca rry in g  out th is  fu n c tio n  RAPA c o lle c ts ,  produces and 
dissem inates in fo rm a tion  to  d if fe re n t  co u n tr ie s . The se rv ic in g  o f 
f is h e r ie s  in fo rm a tion  a t RAPA is  undertaken by 2 u n its , namely: 1) the 
F ishe ries  Section and 2) the RAPA L ib ra ry . This paper summarizes the 
a c t iv i t ie s  ca rr ie d  o u t.

1) The F ishe ries  Section

The F ish e rie s  Section o f RAPA is  a very sm all u n it  and comprises 
two p ro fe ss io n a l o f f ic e r s ,  the Regional F ishery O ff ic e r  and the 
Regional Aquaculture O f f ic e r ,  a Technical A ss is tan t and two 
s e c re ta r ie s . The Section is  a lso  the seat o f the In d o -P a c if ic  
F ishery Commission S e c re ta ria t which has been a c tive  in  d issem ination 
o f f is h e r ie s  in fo rm a tion  since the establishm ent o f the IPFC in  
1949. The in fo rm a tion  d issem ination a c t iv i t y  o f IPFC was ca rr ie d  out 
on a q u ite  extensive scale in  i t s  e a rly  years up to  the establishm ent 
o f the FAO F ish e rie s  Department in  Rome in  the mid 1960's. A t th a t 
time the IPFC had a s p e c if ic  budget and a bigger s ta f f  posted in  
Bangkok. A fte r  the establishm ent o f the FAO F ishe ries  Department 
some o f the IPFC a c t iv i t ie s  re la t in g  to  se rv ic in g  o f f is h e r ie s  
in fo rm a tion  were tra n s fe rre d  to  the F ishe ries  Department. A t 
present, there is  n e ith e r a separate budget nor fu l l - t im e  s ta f f  
assigned fo r  the IPFC in  RAPA. The Technical A ss is tan t works p a rt 
time on the s e rv ic in g  o f f is h e r ie s  in fo rm a tion  mostly by supplying 
copies o f p a pe rs /repo rts , e tc . and lim ite d  search/photo copying upon 
request, in  a d d itio n  to  the se rv ic in g  o f sessions o f the IPFC and 
some o f i t s  su b s id ia ry  bodies.

The types o f m a te ria ls  d is tr ib u te d  are c la s s if ie d  in to  a) IPFC 
p u b lic a tio n s  and b) RAPA p u b lic a tio n s  concerning f is h e r ie s .  These 
are re fe rre d  to  below.

A worldwide m a iling  l i s t  which includes about 700 addresses o f 
government f is h e r ie s  departments, research in s t i tu t io n s ,  l ib r a r ie s ,  
museums, e tc . has been b u i l t  up over the years on the basis ,of 
exchange o f IPFC p u b lic a tio n s . As a re s u lt  o f th is ,  a large 
c o lle c t io n  o f re ference m a te ria ls , f is h e r ie s  papers, reports  
published by non-FAO sources has been accumulated. These m a te ria ls  
were e a r lie r  kept in  the F ishe ries  Section but are now kept in  the 
RAPA l ib ra ry  fo r  proper cata logu ing and f i l i n g .  This m a iling  l i s t  
a lso serves as the basis fo r  the d is t r ib u t io n  o f IPFC p u b lic a tio n s .

An average o f over 500 requests fo r  in fo rm a tio n /p u b lic a tio n s  are 
received annually by the IPFC S e c re ta ria t and the F ishe ries  Section 
and every e f fo r t  is  made to  provide the in fo rm a tion . In  cases where 
requests fo r  re ference m a te ria ls  on s p e c if ic  sub ject m atters are not 
ava ila b le  a t RAPA, these are re fe rre d  to  the FAO F ishe ries  Department
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l ib ra r y  in  Rome fo r  on l in e -b ib lio g ra p h ic a l r e t r ie v a l from the FAO 
data base.

a ) IPFC p u b lica tio n s

The In d o -P a c if ic  F ishery Commission has been instrum enta l 
in  the development o f data and in fo rm a tion . The Commission, 
w ith  19 member co u n trie s , conducts regula r sessions every two 
years to  review the s ta te  o f development o f the f is h e r ie s  o f the 
Region, the problems involved and the needs o f i t s  member 
governments fo r  f is h e r ie s  management and development. The 
proceedings o f these sessions are published and d is tr ib u te d  on 
the basis o f the worldwide m a iling  l i s t  o f the Commission. 
Copies o f working papers presented a t IPFC Sessions are kept in  
f i l e  and are provided on request.

IPFC a lso conducts symposia in  con junction  w ith  most o f i t s  
sessions on a wide v a r ie ty  o f to p ic a l f is h e r ie s  subjects 
id e n t if ie d  by the Commission. Reports o f these symposia and the 
papers presented are published and d is tr ib u te d .

In  a d d itio n  to  these p u b lic a tio n s , reports  o f meetings o f 
the s ix  IPFC Subsid ia ry  Bodies are published and d is tr ib u te d  to  
member coun tries  and are a lso a va ila b le  upon request.

A c o lle c t io n  o f a l l  IPFC p u b lica tio n s  is  maintained by the 
IPFC S e c re ta r ia t. The p u b lica tio n s  are a va ila b le  fo r  re ference.

F ishery Reports, Technical Papers, F ishe ries  S ta t is t ic a l  
Yearbooks, e tc . published by the F ishe ries  Department in  Rome 
are a lso  a va ila b le  w ith  the S e c re ta r ia t. These are a va ila b le  
fo r  re ference but not fo r  d is t r ib u t io n .

A l i s t  o f recent IPFC p u b lic a tio n  is  given in  Appendix 1.

b) RAPA p u b lica tio n s

From time to  time RAPA publishes and d is tr ib u te s  
re p o rts /s tu d ie s  on f is h e r ie s  sub jects o f to p ic a l in te re s t 
g ene ra lly  based on the work o f consu ltan ts . RAPA a lso publishes 
repo rts  o f seminars, expert co n su lta tio n s , e tc . organized by 
RAPA. A l i s t  o f recent RAPA reports  re la t in g  to  f is h e r ie s  is  
a lso  given in  Appendix 1.

2. RAPA L ib ra ry

The L ib ra ry  conta ins over 16,000 t i t l e s  in  the f ie ld  o f 
a g r ic u ltu re , f is h e r ie s ,  fo re s try ,  and re la te d  sub jec ts , 300
p e r io d ic a ls , maps, pamphlets, m ic ro fiches , e tc . Out o f th is  to ta l ,  
books, s e r ia l  p e r io d ic a ls , e tc . d ir e c t ly  re la t in g  to  f is h e r ie s  
comprise about 1,500. The sub ject coverage includes fis h in g  
technology, f is h e r ie s  b io lo gy , oceanography, lim nology, aquaculture, 
post-harvest technology, f is h e r ie s  socio-economics and stock
assessment, mostly concerning the Asia and P a c if ic  Region.
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Some o f the p u b lica tio n s  are obtained by purchase, though a 

large number are acquired through exchange and g i f t s .

The L ib ra ry  a lso keeps a sp e c ia l c o lle c t io n  o f FAO re p o rts , 
p ro je c ts  re p o rts , documents from United Nations bodies and re la ted  
in te rn a tio n a l research in s t i tu t io n s .

The serv ices o ffe re d  by the l ib ra r y  are as fo llo w s :

a) In fo rm a tion  on p u b lica tio n s

i )  issue o f a monthly l i s t  o f l ib ra ry  
accessions;

fo r  in-house
i i )  issue l i s t  o f p e r io d ic a ls  received c irc u la t io n  

by the l ib ra ry ;

i i i )  p repa ra tion  o f b ib lio g ra p h ie s  upon request;

i v ) c ir c u la t io n  o f p u b lica tio n s  to  RAPA O ff ic e rs .

b) Making p u b lica tio n s  a va ila b le

i )  loan from the l ib ra r y  c o lle c t io n ;

i i )  in te r l ib r a r y  loan;

i i i )  p lac ing  o f a c q u is it io n  requests; and

i v ) photocopying se rv ice .
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Appendix 1
A L is t  o f Recent IPFC P u b lica tio n s :

1. Report o f the 5th Session o f the Committee fo r  the Development 
and Management o f F ish e rie s  in  the South China Sea, Bangkok, 
Tha iland , Ju ly  1985.

2. Report o f the 3rd Session o f the IPFC Working Party o f Experts on 
In land  F ishe ries  and Workshop on S tra teg ies  fo r  the Management 
o f F ish e rie s  and Aquaculture in  Mangrove Ecosystems, Bangkok, 
Tha iland, June 1986.

3. Report o f the Twenty-second Session o f IPFC, Darwin, A u s tra lia , 
February 1987.

4. Report o f the Symposium on the E x p lo ita tio n  and Management o f Marine 
F ishe ry  Resources in  Southeast A sia , Darwin, A u s tra lia , February 
1987.

5. Volume o f papers presented a t the Symposium on the E x p lo ita tio n  and 
Management o f Marine F ishery Resources in  Southeast A sia , Darwin, 
A u s tra lia , February 1987.

6. Report o f the 5th Session o f the Standing Committee on Resources 
Research and Development (SCORRAD), Darwin, A u s tra lia , February 1987.

7. Report o f the Seventh Session o f the IPFC Working P arty  on Fish 
Technology and M arketing, Bangkok, Thailand, A p r i l  1988.

8. Report o f the 4th Session o f the IPFC Working Party o f Experts on 
In land F ish e rie s , Kathmandu, Nepal, Ju ly  1988.

9. Report o f the 7th  Session o f the IPFC Working Party o f Experts on 
Aquaculture, Bangkok, Thailand, August 1988 -  ( in  p ress).

10. Report o f 6 th  Session o f the Committee fo r  the Development and 
Management o f F ishe ries  in  the South China Sea, M anila, P h ilip p in e s , 
December 1988 -  ( in  p ress).

A L is t  o f Recent RAPA P u b lica tio ns  R ela ting to  F ishe ries :

1. Aquaculture in  A s ia -P a c if ic  Region, 1983

2. F ishe ries  Sector -  N a tiona l Development Plan S tra teg ies  o f Developing 
C ountries in  A s ia -P a c if ic  Region, 1984.

3. Marine Sm all-sca le  F ishe ries  o f the Maldives, 1986.

4. Marine Sm all-scale F ishe ries  o f Indonesia, 1986.

5. D ire c to ry  o f Marine F ish e rie s  T ra in ing  and Education I n s t itu t io n s  
in  Countries Bordering the Bay o f Bengal, 1986.
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6. F ie ld  and Laboratory I n ve s tiga tio n s  in to  U lce ra tive  F ish Diseases in  
the A s ia -P a c ific  Region, 1986.

7. Report o f the Expert C onsu lta tion  on U lce ra tive  F ish Diseases in  the 
A s ia -P a c if ic  Region, 1986.

8. Fishermen and F ish ing  Communities in  the A s ia -P a c if ic  Region, 1987.

9. Seaweed c u ltu re  in  the A s ia -P a c if ic  Region, 1986.


