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Annex 18

INFORMATION PROGRAMS OF SEAFDEC

INTRODUCTION

The in fo rm ation  program o f SEAFDEC has expanded ra p id ly  
since the f i r s t  Seminar on F isheries Inform ation Science in  
Southeast Asia, organized by the SEAFDEC S e cre ta ria t, in  
co lla b o ra tio n  w ith  the In te rn a tio n a l Development Research Centre 
( IDRC) o f Canada, in  Bangkok from 16 to  20 August 1982. Several 
countries in  the Southeast Asian region are now cooperating w ith  
SEAFDEC to  promote an e ffe c tiv e  tra n s fe r o f fis h e ry  and aqua­
cu ltu re  in fo rm ation  both w ith in  and outside the reg ion .

This paper presents the progress o f the a c tiv it ie s  o f 
SEAFDEC concerning the in fo rm ation programs which include the 
p u b lica tio n , in fo rm a tion , and aud io -v isua l programs being 
ca rrie d  out by the SEAFDEC Departments as w e ll as the in fo rm ation  
p ro jec ts  o f the S ecre ta ria t and the Aquaculture Department, in  
cooperation w ith  IDRC, i . e . ,  the Southeast Asian F isheries 
Inform ation System (SEAFIS) and the Brackishwater Aquaculture 
Inform ation System (BRAIS).

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SEAFDEC DEPARTMENTS 

In general, each Department o f SEAFDEC ca rrie s  out an 
in fo rm ation program as p a rt o f i t s  a d m in is tra tive  fu n c tio n . 
Requests fo r in fo rm ation  concerning i t s  a c t iv it ie s  such as 
p u b lica tio n s , tra in in g  programs, e tc ., are d e a lt w ith  by the  
respective Department and/or the S e c re ta ria t.

General in fo rm ation  on the a c tiv it ie s  o f the Center is  
provided q u a rte rly  to  the general p u b lic  through the SEAFDEC 
N ew sletter, compiled and issued by the S ecre ta ria t in  close 
cooperation w ith  the three Departments. The curren t subscribers 
to  the Newsletter include a l l  member countries o f SEAFDEC and 
ASEAN, and non-member countries in  A sia, the M iddle East, Europe, 
North and South America, A u s tra lia , New Zealand and A fric a .
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In  a d d itio n , the S ecre ta ria t has compiled and published 
the annual o f f ic ia l reports  on the operation o f the Center, the 
reports  o f the SEAFDEC Program Committee and the SEAFDEC Council 
meetings as w e ll as the annual fis h e ry  s ta t is t ic a l b u lle tin  fo r 
the South China Sea area. Special pu b lica tio ns  on fis h e rie s  and 
aquaculture in  Southeast Asia are prepared and published by the 
S e cre ta ria t as and when appropria te .

The T ra in ing Department has been issu ing  several series 
o f tech n ica l documents and reports since 1975. The techn ica l 
series include Text and Reference Books (TD/TRB s e rie s ), Current 
Technical Papers (TD/CTP), Cruise and P ractice Reports (TD/CPR), 
J o in t Research Papers w ith  Thai agencies (TD/JRT), Special 
P ub lica tions (TP/SP), Research Papers (TD/RES), M iscellaneous 
Papers (TD/MP), and C ircu la rs  (TD/CIR). The reports o f various 
tech n ica l meetings organized by the Department have been 
published in  the TD/RP series since 1968. However, on ly the TRB, 
RES, SP, CIR and RP series continue to  be published in  the 
in te re s t o f economy. To date, 196 t i t le s  o f these documents and 
reports were published by the Department. In  a d d itio n , 83 t i t le s  
o f le c tu re  notes were published fo r use as in-house documents fo r 
tra in in g  courses. The updated l i s t  o f these pu b lica tio ns  was 
compiled by the S e cre ta ria t in  November 1988.

As fo r the Marine F isheries Research Department, 
te ch n ica l documents published include a labo ra to ry  manual on 
a n a ly tic a l methods and procedures fo r fis h  and fis h  products; an 
inventory o f fis h  products in  Southeast A sia; a handbook on 
processing o f shrimp and fis h  je l ly  products; a re po rt on the use 
o f tra w l by-catch fo r f is h  je l ly  products; and the proceedings o f 
the Seminar on Development o f Fish Products in  Southeast Asia, 
held in  Singapore in  October 1987. MFRD also prepares and 
d is tr ib u te s  i t s  L ib ra ry  Accessions L is t to  a l l  in te res te d  p a rtie s  
fo r in fo rm a tion .
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As regards the Aquaculture Department, the expansion o f 
the in fo rm ation  and p u b lic a tio n s  program led to  the establishm ent 
o f the Inform ation D iv is ion  o f the Department in  December 1986. 
This D iv is io n  is  assigned to  undertake a w e ll-coord inated system 
o f in fo rm ation  gathering, processing and dissem ination in  order 
to  ensure e ffe c tiv e  tra n s fe r o f aquaculture technologies 
developed a t AQD to  the fishfarm ers and to  o ther specia lized 
users, as w e ll as to  in te n s ify  the exchange o f in fo rm ation  on 
aquaculture research among SEAFDEC Member Countries and w ith  
other organizations/agencies.

Most o f the AQD s c ie n tif ic  reports have been published in  
in te rn a tio n a l s c ie n tif ic  jo u rn a ls . The C ollected R eprints o f 
these s c ie n tif ic  pu b lica tio ns  from 1976 to  1986 was published by 
the Department in  1988. Those o f 1987 are being compiled and 
w il l  be issued in  1989. Some s p e c ific  tech n ica l re p o rts , 
extension manuals and tra in in g  manuals however were published and 
issued by the Department. AQD also issues a b i-m onth ly Aqua Farm 
News and a q u a rte rly  SEAFDEC Asian Aquaculture on cu rren t 
a c tiv it ie s  o f the Department. In  a d d itio n , AQD published the 
proceedings o f the tech n ica l meetings organized by the Department 
such as Aquaculture Engineering (1977), Pen and Cage C ulture o f 
Fish (1979), Advances in  M ilk fis h  B iology and C ulture (1983); 
C ulture o f Penaeid Prawns/Shrimps (1984); Prawn Industry 
Development in  the P h ilipp in es (1984) and Aquaculture Development 
in  Southeast Asia (1987). I t  is  encouraging to  lea rn  th a t the 
proceedings o f the 1st in te rn a tio n a l conference on the cu ltu re  
o f penaeid prawns/shrimps were tra ns la te d  in to  Japanese and 
published as the Japanese e d itio n  in  1988.

INFORMATION PROJECTS OF THE SEAFDEC DEPARTMENTS

The f i r s t  in fo rm ation  p ro je c t o f SEAFDEC was the 
Southeast Asian Fishery Inform ation Service (SAFIS), which was 
implemented by the SEAFDEC S e cre ta ria t, in  cooperation w ith  IDRC, 
from A p ril 1982 to  March 1986. The o b je c tive  o f th is  p ro je c t was 
to  promote an e ffe c tiv e  linkage between fis h e ry  extension 
o ffic e rs  and sm all-sca le  fisherm en/fishfarm ers in  the region by 
preparing and prov id ing  extension lite ra tu re  according to  th e ir  
requirem ents. By the tim e the p ro je c t closed, SAFIS had
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co lle c te d , stored and disseminated some 800 fis h e ry  extension 
m a te ria ls  from various sources and prepared 40 manuals on fis h in g  
technology and aquaculture. In  ad d ition  the revised D irecto ry  o f 
F ishery S c ie n tis ts  and Technologists in  Southeast Asia and a 
Handbook fo r F ishery Extension Workers in  Southeast Asia were 
published. SAFIS a lso form ulated a network o f fis h e ry  
in fo rm ation  among the Southeast Asian countries and other 
organ izations which formed the basic s tru c tu re  fo r i t s  
successors, the SEAFIS and BRAIS p ro je c ts . As noted by one 
co lla b o ra tin g  o rgan iza tion , INFOFISH, "the SAFIS Manuals have 
proved q u ite  popular w ith  users o f our Technical Inform ation 
Centre, e sp e c ia lly  in  the f ie ld  o f aquaculture. I t  is  sad th a t 
these f in a l pu b lica tio ns  mark the close o f the SAFIS program".

The curren t in fo rm ation  p ro jec ts  o f SEAFDEC are the 
Southeast Asian F isheries Inform ation System (SEAFIS) and the 
Brackishwater Aquaculture Inform ation System (BRAIS), which are 
supported by IDRC. These two systems are c lo se ly  re la ted  but 
d if fe r  in  th e ir  approach. Both systems however aim to  provide 
fo r fis h e ry  s c ie n tis ts  and aq uacu ltu ris ts  a convenient and 
updated source o f in fo rm ation  on fis h e rie s  and aquaculture in  the 
reg ion .

1. SEAFIS P ro ject

The SEAFIS concept was f i r s t  submitted to  the Seminar on 
F isheries Inform ation Science in  Southeast Asia in  August 1982. 
The o v e ra ll ob jec tive  o f SEAFIS is  to  con tribu te  to  fish e rie s , 
development by fa c ilita t in g  the exchange o f and access to  fish e ry  
in fo rm ation and data, as w e ll as to  share ava ila b le  in form ation 
resources and experiences w ith in  a framework o f reg ional 
cooperation. The Seminar endorsed the concept and recommended 
th a t SEAFDEC serve as a reg ional coord inating center to  promote 
the establishm ent o f re fe rra l u n its  in  the region concerned w ith  
various aspects o f fish e ry  in fo rm a tion .
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The SEAFIS p ro je c t was s ta rte d  by the SEAFDEC Secre­
ta r ia t ,  in  cooperation w ith  IDRC, in  A p r il 1984. During i t s  
f i r s t  phase, the program concentrated on developing the n a tio n a l 
networks fo r  fis h e ry  in fo rm ation  and coord inating  these 
a c tiv it ie s  w ith  o ther o rgan iza tions, both w ith in  and outside the 
reg ion . S p e c ific a lly , SEAFIS aims to  provide a f a c i l i t y  which 
can act as an impetus to  decision-m aking and planning fo r 
fis h e rie s  and aquaculture development. I t  a lso acts as a 
reg iona l fo ca l p o in t and makes a va ila b le  p e rtin e n t in fo rm ation  on 
fis h e rie s  and re la te d  d is c ip lin e s  o r techno log ies. I t  is  
designed to  c o lle c t, s to re , analyse and dissem inate such 
in fo rm ation  and provide access to  cu rren t reg iona l fis h e rie s  
in fo rm ation  as w e ll as to  serve as the Southeast Asian reg iona l 
in p u t center fo r the FAO Aquatic Sciences and F isheries 
In form ation System (ASFIS) fo r  a broader dissem ination o f fis h e ry  
and aquaculture in fo rm a tion  a t g loba l le v e l.

In  implementing the SEAFIS p ro je c t, i t  is  recognized th a t 
the fis h e ry  lib ra r ie s  e x is tin g  in  the region are a t d iffe re n t 
le ve ls  o f development and th a t there is  a lack o f coord ination  
not on ly among the countries but a lso w ith in  the countries 
themselves. Since SEAFIS is  not in  a p o s itio n  to  a s s is t a l l  
lib ra r ie s , as i t  would wish to  do i f  i t  cou ld, the assistance to  
na tiona l fis h e ry  in fo rm ation  centers provided under the program 
concentrates on the development o f a selected lib ra ry  in  each 
country. As an  example, the Workshop on the Thai F isheries 
Inform ation System was organized in  Bangkok from 12 to  14 
December 1984 to  discuss the arrangements fo r e s ta b lish in g  a Thai 
fis h e ry  in fo rm ation  network w ith  i t s  center a t the N IFI L ib ra ry . 
The development o f th is  network, as w e ll as computerized 
technology fo r the SEAFIS a cq u is itio n  and re tr ie v a l system, then 
served as a pa tte rn  fo r other networks in  the SEAFIS and BRAIS 
systems.

At present, the na tiona l fis h e ry  in fo rm a tion  networks in  
Southeast Asia th a t have been established and/or strengthened 
w ith  the assistance o r cooperation o f SEAFIS, are:



-  166 -

1. Thai F isheries Inform ation System (THAIFIS), w ith  a 
fo ca l p o in t a t the N ational In land F isheries 
In s titu te  (N IFI) o f the Department o f F ishe ries, 
Thailand;

2. Indonesian F isheries Inform ation System (INFIS), w ith  
a fo ca l p o in t a t the D irecto ra te  General o f 
F ish e ries , Jakarta, Indonesia;

3. P h ilip p in e  Aquatic Sciences and F isheries Inform ation 
System (PASFIS), w ith  a foca l p o in t a t the U n ive rs ity  
o f the P h ilipp in es in  the Visayas, I lo i lo  C ity , 
Phil ipp in es ; and

4. Malaysian F isheries Inform ation System (MALFIS), in  
co lla b o ra tio n  w ith  the F isheries Management 
Inform ation System (FMIS) o f the F isheries D iv is io n , 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

In  a d d itio n , SEAFIS, through the S e cre ta ria t, also 
cooperates c lo s e ly   w ith  the SEAFDEC Departments and other 
organizations/agencies concerned w ith  fis h e rie s  in fo rm ation in  
the reg ion . The in te rre la tio n s h ip s  between SEAFIS and n a tio n a l/ 
in te rn a tio n a l organizations/agencies are given in  Annex 1.

The development o f SEAFIS is  co n trib u tin g  to  the 
establishm ent o f the reg iona l data bases in  the region fo r 
fis h e rie s  and aquaculture. In  order to  standardize the 
methodology employed in  th is  system as w e ll as to  fa c ilita te  the 
in fo rm ation  flow  w ith in  the network and among the na tiona l fo ca l 
po in ts  co lla b o ra tin g  w ith  SEAFIS, a reg iona l tra in in g  course in  
SEAFIS methodology was organized by SEAFIS, in  Bangkok, from 22 
A p ril to  2 May 1986. SEAFIS also assisted in  tra in in g  na tiona l 
network personnel, e .g ., in  Thailand in  Ju ly  and September 1985, 
in  Indonesia in  November 1985, in  the P h ilipp ines in  October 1985 
and December 1986, and in  Malaysia in  1988.
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I t  is  envisaged th a t the selected na tio n a l fo ca l po in ts 
and co lla b o ra tin g  agencies in  the SEAFIS network w i l l  continue to  
c o lle c t the cu rren t fis h e ry  and aquaculture lite ra tu re  published 
o r prepared in  th e ir  respective countries and make i t  a va ila b le  
to  SEAFIS fo r com pila tion and com puterization. The compiled 
b ib lio g ra p h ic  records w il l  be published as a na tio n a l fis h e ry  
b ib liography (e .g .  Thai F isheries B ib liography 1981-1985 
published by SEAFIS in  December 1986) o r a reg iona l b ib liog raphy 
on fis h e rie s  and aquaculture in  Southeast A sia. The f i r s t  
reg iona l b ib liog raphy covering the 1985 lite ra tu re  was issued by 
SEAFIS in  November 1988. The second volume o f Thai B ib liography 
(1976-1980) and the 1986-1987 Regional b ib lio g ra ph ie s  are 
expected to  be published in  1989.

2. BRAIS P ro je c t

The Brackishwater Aquaculture Inform ation System (BRAIS) 
was s ta rte d  by the SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department, in  cooperation 
w ith  IDRC, in  March 1984, to  serve as a reg iona l network o f 
lib ra ry /in fo rm a tio n  centers in  support o f research and 
development on tro p ic a l aquaculture, w ith  p a rtic u la r emphasis on 
brackishwater aquaculture.

The o v e ra ll o b je c tive  o f the BRAIS p ro je c t is  to  provide
fo r the tra in in g  o f personnel and the o rgan iza tion  o f a 
specia lized in fo rm ation  center fo r brackishwater aquaculture a t 
AQD.

During i t s  f i r s t  phase o f operation (March 1984 to  A p r il 
1989), BRAIS established a network o f aquaculture in fo rm ation  
centers in  Southeast Asian coun tries , namely: the Brackishwater
Aquaculture Development Center a t Jepara, Indonesia; the 
F isheries Research In s titu te  in  Penang, M alaysia; the F ishery 
Science Society o f Thailand in  Bangkok; and the P h ilip p in e  center 
fo r BRAIS a t AQD, Tigbauan, I lo i lo .  These centers a ss is t the 
P ro ject in  c o lle c tin g  and dissem inating aquaculture lite ra tu re  in  
the region. The in fo rm ation obtained has been computerized and
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compiled in to  s p e c ific  b ib lio g ra p h ic  se rie s . To date, twelve 
issues o f the Brackishwater Aquaculture B ib liography were 
published in  1984 and 1985. Brackishwater Aquaculture Abstracts 
succeeded the B ib liography in  1985, w ith  18 issues p rin te d  from 
1985 to  1988.

S p e c ific  b ib lio g ra ph ie s  compiled and published by BRAIS 
inc lude : (1) Sugpo and other P h ilip p in e  penaeids; (2) Mud Crab
B ib liography; (3) Seabass A bstracts; (4) Mussel A bstracts; (5) 
Grouper A bstracts; and (6) M ilk fis h  A bstracts. In  a d d itio n , the 
s ta te -o f-th e -a rt review  on the aquaculture o f siganids was 
published in  1987. Reviews on tig e r  prawn and grouper cu ltu re  
are being p rin te d  by the P ro je c t. BRAIS a lso issues the BRAIS 
Newsletter and provides in fo rm ation  on aquaculture upon request.

More d e ta ils  on the BRAIS p ro je c t o f the SEAFDEC Aqua­
cu ltu re  Department are given in  a separate working paper 
(SEC/SEM.89/WP 4)

AUDIO-VISUAL PROGRAMS

The use o f modern aud io -v isua l technology to  a ss is t in  
the tra in in g  and in fo rm ation  programs was pioneered by the 
Aquaculture Department in  producing the video programs on 
aquaculture technology in  the e a rly  1980s. Documentaries 
cons is ting  o f 10 to  20-minute video programs on various 
aquaculture technologies or p ractices were produced to  promote 
cu rren t awareness and stim u la te  in te re s t among the p u b lic  to  
enhance th e ir  adoption o f such technologies o r p ra c tice s .

With the establishm ent o f the T ra in ing Aids U n it in  the 
T ra in ing Department in  1985, an aud io -v isua l s tud io  was set up in  
the Department in  1986 to  produce video programs fo r tra in in g  and 
in fo rm ation purposes. To date, the T ra in ing Department has
produced lig h t video programs on the general a c tiv it ie s  o f the 
Department, the reg iona l tra in in g  courses fo r fish e ry  extension
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o ff ic e rs , s h e llf is h  cu ltu re  in  Thailand and marine fis h in g  
technology. These video cassettes are released fo r use by the 
n a tio n a l tra in in g  in s titu te s  in  the SEAFDEC Member Countries as 
p a rt o f the exte rna l tra in in g  program o ffe re d  by the Department. 
The l i s t  o f the video programs produced by SEAFDEC is  given in  
Annex 2.

SUMMARY

The in fo rm a tion  programs o f SEAFDEC have been ra p id ly  
expanded since the e a rly  1980s in  response to  the increasing need 
o f Member Countries fo r in fo rm a tion  concerning fis h e rie s  and 
aquaculture development in  the reg ion . Technical p u b lica tio n s  
are com piled, published and d is tr ib u te d  by the SEAFDEC Depart­
ments. The l i s t  o f the p u b lica tio n s  issued from 1968 to  1988 was 
published by the S e cre ta ria t and is  a va ila b le  upon request. The 
S ecre ta ria t a lso issues the Newsletter and the o f f ic ia l reports 
o f the Center as w e ll as o ther re levan t p u b lica tio n s  such as the 
annual reg iona l b ib liog raphy on fis h e rie s  and aquaculture in  
Southeast A sia , the annual F ishery S ta tis tic a l B u lle tin  fo r the 
South China Sea Area; specia l tech n ica l p u b lica tio n s  and o thers.

Since 1984 SEAFDEC has implemented two in fo rm ation  
p ro je c ts , namely SEAFIS and BRAIS, which serve as reg iona l 
in fo rm ation  sources fo r fis h e rie s  and aquaculture in  the reg ion . 
I t  is  expected th a t SEAFDEC w il l  continue to  p lay a leading ro le  
in  the exchange o f fis h e ry  in fo rm ation  w ith  o ther organizations 
a t both the reg iona l and g loba l le ve ls  to  f u l f i l  the needs fo r 
updated in fo rm ation  by a l l  users. In  a d d itio n , SEAFDEC w il l  
continue the production o f aud io -v isua l m a te ria ls , such as video 
programs, posters, and manuals on the cu rren t technology 
employed in  fis h e rie s  and aquaculture, to  a ss is t na tiona l 
tra in in g  programs and to  promote  cu rren t awareness fo r fu rth e r 
development o f fis h e rie s  and aquaculture in  the reg ion.
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In t e r r e la t io n s h ip s  b e tw een  SEAFDEC and n a t io n a l / in t e r n a t io n a l  

o rg a n iz a t io n s /a g e n c ie s  u n d e r th e  SEAFIS p r o je c t
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LIST OF THE VIDEO CASSETTES PRODUCED BY SEAFDEC*

1. Southeast Asian F isheries Development Center (TD, 31.30 m in).

2. A Decade o f Aquaculture Research and Development 
(AQD, 21 m in.)

3. Binangonan Research S ta tion  (AQD, 11.15 m in.)

4. Leganes Research S ta tion  (AQD, 11 m in.)

5. Developing the M ollusc Farming Industry fo r Coastal V illa g e s  
and sm all-sca le  fishermen in  the P h ilip p in e s .

6. Mollusc C ulture in  Thailand (TD, 17 m in.)

7. M ilk fis h  Fry C o lle c tio n , Handling and Storage (AQD, 16.30 m in.)

8. M ilk fis h  Fry Acclim ation and F in ge rlin g  Production in  
Freshwater (AQD, 10.30 m in.)

9. M ilk fis h  F in g e rlin g  Productions (AQD, 10.20 m in.)

10. M ilk fis h  from the W ild to  the Farm (AQD, 16 m in.)

11. M ilk fis h  C ulture Systems (AQD, 10.20 m in.)

12. T ila p ia Cage Farming (AQD, 7.12 m in.)

13. T ila p ia  Cage Farming fo r Lake Shore Commu n itie s  (AQD,
8.12 m in .)

14. Farming the T iger Shrimp (AQD, 20 m in.)

15. Brackishwater Pond Preparation fo r Prawn Farming (AQD,
6.47 m in.)

* These video cassettes ava ila b le  in  PAL/VSH system; AQD video 
cassettes also a va ila b le  in  NTSC/β system
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16. Water and S o il Analysis fo r Brackishwater Ponds (AQD,
21 min.)

17. Proximate Analysis o f N utrien ts in  Fish Feed (AQD,
21.13 m in.)

18. Dissolved Oxygen Determ ination i n Freshwater Bodies (AQD, 
4.32 m in .)

19. Determining Ammonia N itrogen from Water Samples (AQD, 4 m in.)

20. B iology o f Penaeus monodon (AQD, 12 m in.)

21. External and In te rn a l Anatomy o f Penaeus monodon Fab. (AQD, 
16.40 m in.)

i
22. Prawn Hatchery and Nursery Operations (AQD, 10 m in.)

23. C u ltu rin g  o f Microorganisms fo r Feed (AQD, 12 m in.)

24. Prawn Feed P reparation (AQD, 7 m in.)

25. Prawn Processing (AQD, 14 m in.)

26. L im nological Studies in  Laguna Lake (AQD, 10 m in.)

27. NACA-RLCP (AQD, 14 m in.)

28. World Food Day 1986 (AQD, 11.23 m in.)

29. Trawl F ishe ries  (TD, 30 m in.)

30. Purse-seine F isheries (TD, 31 m in.)

31. Squid F isheries (TD, 12 m in.)

32. Line F isheries (TD, 26 m in.)

*33. F ifth  Regional T ra in ing Course fo r Fishery Extension O ffice rs  
(TD, 20 m in.)

34. S ix th  Regional T ra in ing Course fo r F ishery Extension O ffice rs  
(TD, 30 m in.)

35. E ighth Regional T ra in ing Course fo r Fishery Extension 
O ffice rs  (TD, 19 m in.)
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36. N inth Regional T ra in ing Course fo r F ishery Extension O ffice rs  
(TD, in  Preparation)

37. G ill Net F isheries (TD, in  Preparation)

38. C o llap s ib le  Crab Trap (TD, in  Preparation)


