N\
<] EAE’D‘C
__/

Report of the Bilateral Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries
Management between Lao PDR and Thailand

Chiang Rai Province, Thailand
29-30 October 2018

SEC/SP/187 May 2019



REPORT OF THE BILATERAL TECHNICAL MEETING ON EFFECTIVE FISHERIES
MANAGEMENT BETWEEN LAO PDR AND THAILAND

Chiang Rai Province, Thailand
29-30 October 2018

)

SEARD<—

(

The Secretariat
Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center

Supported by the Government of Sweden
through the SEAFDEC Sweden Project

SEC/SP/187 May 2019



PREPARATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF THIS DOCUMENT

Report of the Bilateral Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between Lao PDR and
Thailand, in Chiang Rai Province, Thailand, 29-30 October 2018 was prepared by the Secretariat of
Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC). The document is distributed to participants
of the Meeting, SEAFDEC Member Countries, SEAFDEC Departments and concerned institutions.

BIBLIOGRAPHIC CITATION

SEAFDEC. 2019. Report of the Bilateral Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management
between Lao PDR and Thailand, in Chiang Rai Province, Thailand, 29-30 October 2018, Southeast
Asian Fisheries Development Center. 65 pp.

NOTICE OF COPYRIGHT

The publication may not be reproduced, in whole or in part, by any method or process, without written
permission from the copyright holder. Application for such permission with a statement of the purpose
and extent of the reproduction desired should be made through and address to:

SEAFDEC Secretariat

Suraswadi Building

Kasetsart University Campus

P.O. Box 1046 Kasetsart Post Office
Bangkok 10903, Thailand

All Rights Reserved
O©SEAFDEC 2019

il



CONTENT

L Opening Of the MEEHING .......cceceieriieiieiieiieeeree ettt et e e e e e e be e b e essaesseesssessseessaessaessaessneans 6
IL Introduction, Objective of the Meeting and Adoption of the Agenda ...........cccceeeeeiiiiienennnns 6
III.  Review on Country Information of Management of Fishery Resources in
MEKONZ RIVET BASIN ...c.uviiiiiiieiieiieiieste ettt ettt te b et e e sa et essaessaessseasseesaesseessnensneans 7
3.1 Country Presentation on Management of Transboundary Fishery Resources,
Critical Fish Habitats and Regulation in Bokeo, Lao PDR............cccoccoiiiiiiiniiiiiiiecne, 7
e  Overview of Bokeo Province, Fisheries Management, and Future Plan
to Implement and PTOPOSE ......c.eovveriiiiiiiieeeree sttt et saesre e esreessaesenessne e 7
e  Transboundary Fisheries Management in Lao PDR, Thailand and Mekong River
CommisSion (MRC).....ccuiiiiiiieiieiecieee ettt te et re e snseesseesseenens 7
o Diversities Of FiSh SPECIES......ccuiiiiiieiiiiciieciie ettt re e s e sere e vee e 8
3.2 Country Presentation on Management of Transboundary Fishery Resources,
Critical Fish Habitats and Regulation in Chiang Rai, Thailand...........c.cccccoeeiiininiinenenn. 8
IV.  Presentation on the Survey Result of Fishing Gears and Operation in Mekong River Basin.....9
. BOKEO, a0 PDR ..ottt ettt 9
. Chiang Rai, Thailand...........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee e 9
V. Discussion on Issues and Possible Cooperation in the Finding of Fishing Operation
Along Mekong RIVET BaSIN ........coiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeseesite ettt ettt sttt aee e ea 9
VL. Conclusion and Way FOrWard...........cccccueeciiieiieiieieiiecie et ere e eesreeveesreesseessaesenessnesnnes 10
. Issues and Proposed ACLIVITIES ........ceeviriieiiieriierierie ettt ettt 10
. TranShOUNAAIY .....cc.ceviiiiieii ettt ettt et e sae s 10
. Recommendations and Way FOrward...........cccovieviiniiniiiiieeeeceeeeeeeee e 10
VIL.  Closing Of the IMEETINE. ......cccuieiiieiieitieeiieeie ettt ettt ettt et e st e et e st e e e bt e sbeesneeeneeenneas 11
ANNEXES
F N 1101 G L OO OO APPSO PPN 12
ANNEX 2 ottt e e a et h e e h et e h et eae et sh et et eae e nesaeenee 16
ANNEX 3 oot e et b e s ae bbbt et et sh et e reeae e ne e enee 18
AINEX 4 ..ottt ettt e e e e a e b e e b et e e a bt e e bt e ettt e e bt e e ea bt e sabe e e bteeeabte e bteenateeebteesabeenn 20
F N 1111 G OO OO RSSO PUOPPRRTI 22
ANNEX 6 .ot e e h e h e sae et e h e r et a e sh et reeae e ne e enee 26
F N 1101 G OO OO U U SO PUROPPRRPI 30
F N 1111 G OO OO RO UP SRRSO 38
ANNEX D oottt et a et sa ettt e ae et e enee 48
ANNEX 10 1t st e r et sr e r e e ne e enee 54
ANNEX 11 oot ettt et e et e s bt e st b e e s bt e e a bt e sabe e e bte e e bt e e ba e e ateeebteesabeenn 60
ANNEX 12 1ottt st h et ae et b et nhesae e ne e enee 68

v






REPORT OF THE BILATERAL TECHNICAL MEETING ON EFFECTIVE FISHERIES
MANAGEMENT BETWEEN LAO PDR AND THAILAND

29-30 October 2018, Chiang Rai, Thailand

L. Opening of the Meeting

1. The Bilateral Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between Lao PDR
and Thailand was successfully held in Chiang Rai, Thailand from 29 to 30 October 2018. The Meeting
was organized by SEAFDEC with support from the Government of Sweden under the SEAFDEC-Sweden
Project. The Meeting was attended by the officers from the Department of Fisheries (DOF) of Thailand,
Department of Livestock and Fisheries (DLF) of Lao PDR, provincial fisheries officers of Chiang Rai
province and Bokeo province, together with SEAFDEC officers as well as the Regional Fisheries
Policy Network (RFPN) for Lao PDR. The List of Participants appears as Annex 1.

2. On behalf of SEAFDEC, Dr. Yuttana Theparoonrat, Training and Research Supporting
Division Head of SEAFDEC/Training Department (TD), in the capacity of Mekong River Basin
Coordinator welcomed the participants to the Meeting. He emphasized on the importance of fisheries
resources and its habitats in the Mekong River Basin, where provided significant contribution
for economics and livelihood of the people along the rivers. He highlighted on the collaboration among
the Mekong River Commission (MRC), Lao PDR and Thailand had been addressed over the decades
and emphasized on the Study on the critical fish habitats of each country Lao PDR and Thailand,
which was conducted in 2014 and 2015, respectively. Based on the information conducted earlier,
it could be used as basic information to further strengthening the cooperation on fisheries management
between two countries. In addition, he informed the Meeting that the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project
also had conducted the training course on Essential Ecosystem-based Approach to Fisheries
Management (EAFM) for the Lao PDR officers at Bokeo, in 2017, considering that the approach much
promoted on the integration of habitat and fisheries management. Moreover, he informed that
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project had recently conducted the “survey on fishing gears and operation”
in Bokeo and Chiang Rai in 2018 for to be further discussed in later agenda as aiming for identify
the suitable actions for management of fishery resources in this area.

3. Furthermore, he informed the Meeting that based on the bilateral arrangement, Thailand
and Lao PDR have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on Fisheries Cooperation, which
can be used as basis for further strengthening the cooperation between two countries. Hence,
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project organized this Meeting to promote cooperation between two countries
in the monitoring and control of fishing efforts in the area to balance with available resources
and protection of critical habitats.

4. Finally, he encouraged all participants to take part and share their information and
recommendations to develop a direction and cooperation on transboundary fisheries resources
management for the future of both countries. With that note, he then declared and opened the Meeting.
His Opening Remarks appears as Annex 2.

II. Introduction, Objective of the Meeting and Adoption of the Agenda
5. Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn, the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project Manager briefed on the

background, objectives and expected outputs of the Meeting. The prospectus that includes the agenda
of the Meeting appears as Annex 3 and Annex 4.



III.  Review on Country Information of Management of Fishery Resources in Mekong River Basin

3.1 Country Presentation on Management of Transboundary Fishery Resources, Critical
Fish Habitats and Regulation in Bokeo, Lao PDR

e Overview of Bokeo Province, Fisheries Management, and Future Plan to Implement
and Propose

6. Mr. Phonpasith Chummanivong, Deputy Chief of Livestock and Fisheries Section, Bokeo province,
Lao PDR presented the “Overview of Fisheries Management and Future Plan in Bokeo province,”
In his presentation, he provided general information of Bokeo province, which is located in
northwestern of Lao PDR, is mountainous areas and borders Luang Namtha in the northeast, Oudomxai
in the east, Xaignabouli in the south, Thailand in the southwest, and Myanmar in the west and
northwest. The area covers 6,196 square kilometers comprise 41 villages and 3,406 families.
The province has five (5) districts, namely: Houay Xay, Tonpheung, Meung, Pha-oudom, and Paktha.
There are three (3) poor districts such as Paktha, Meung and Pha-oudom.

7. With regard to fisheries and habitat management and conservation, he informed the Meeting
that Bokeo province established twenty four (24) fish conservation zones comprised: two (2) zones
were established by villages, one (1) by MRC, and twenty one (21) by World Wildlife Fund (former name
of WWF), which are presently managed by local authority. Fisheries management is based on
Lao fisheries Law No.03/NA 09 July 2009.

8. The Meeting took note of the monitoring, control and surveillance system for fisheries along
Mekong River in Lao PDR. It was informed that there is a network like Fisheries Management
Committee. In case of illegal fishing founds, the Committee will contact the District Agriculture and
Forestry Office for further investigation by police. For the offenders who break the law shall be
re-educated, disciplined, fined, civil remedy or punished and prosecuted according to the severity
of the offense, based on Lao fisheries law 2009. In case of urgent situation, the soldiers and police can
detain the person and then investigate.

9. In his presentation, it was presented on the challenges that are facing (i.e. no budget to support
fish monitoring, control and surveillance, lack of fish fingerlings, and limited government capacity
for fisheries management). He proposed for the need and assistance for fisheries management in Bokeo
province such as capacity building in fisheries management, funding to support fisheries management
work in Bokeo province, budget for Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) implementation
along Mekong River and reservoir. The presentation appears as Annex 5.

e Transboundary Fisheries Management in Lao PDR, Thailand and Mekong River
Commission (MRC)

10. Mr. Sommano Phounsavath, Director of Fisheries Division, Department of Livestock and Fisheries
(DLF), Lao PDR, briefed the Meeting on the background on the transboundary fisheries management
pilot projects, under the Mekong River Commission (MRC) Fisheries Programme, (2007-2010),
initiated by the Technical Advisory Board (TAB). A sequences of the meetings were conducted
included the First National Workshop on Fisheries Management in the Lower Mekong River Basin
Luangprabang (Dec 2005) and Joint Workshop for the Development of Lao—Thai Transboundary
Fisheries Management Project, conducted in February 2010 in Udonthani, Thailand. In the middle
of year 2014, MRC and Department of Livestock and Fisheries signed a Work Agreement to cooperate
work plan for the implementation project for 2014-2015. The project was implemented by DOF
(Division of Fisheries), Living Aquatic Resources Research Center (LARRC), Livestock and Fishery
Section, Bokeo province and District Agriculture and Forestry Office at Houaisay and Ton pheung
districts, Bokeo province, Lao PDR. The long-term objective of the cooperation was to promote



the participation of fisheries stakeholders in the bordering provinces of Bokeo in Lao PDR and Chiang Rai
in Thailand to jointly manage the fishery resources in a sustainable way based on transboundary
cooperation and commonly agreed principles, tools and targets.

11. He expressed the view that it is important to improve the livelihood and well-being of local people
and involve them in the fisheries management and communities will support the implementation.
The presentation appears as Annex 6.

e Diversities of Fish Species

12. Ms. Souvanny Phommakone, Deputy Chief of Fisheries Management Section, Department of
Livestock and Fisheries, Lao PDR presented the Study on diversities of fish species in Bokeo province,
Lao PDR. She briefed on the objectives of the study, the methodologies used for Fish catch monitoring
and Standard sampling method using panel gill net. A total of 12 fishers were selected in four (4)
villages for catch monitoring namely: Ban Nam Kueng, Ban Pak Ngao, Khok Luong, and Ban Don.
Furthermore, she discussed the species of fish found within the four villages, the total quantity found
and kinds of fishing gear used. The fishing volume of 4 villages in 10 months (8/2014 to 6/2015)
was 5,479.47 kilograms. Ban Don village has the highest catch volume and Ban Nam Keung has
the lowest catch volume, the total catch volume of four villages in each source was 80 percent from
the Mekong river. The result of this study appears as Annex 7.

3.2 Country Presentation on Management of Transboundary Fishery Resources, Critical
Fish Habitats and Regulation in Chiang Rai, Thailand

13. Dr. Malasri Khumsri, Head of Community Based Aquaculture Research Group, DOF of Thailand
presented the “Information on Fisheries resources, critical fish habitats, current fisheries issues, and
legal framework along the Mekong River in Chiang Rai province, Thailand. In her presentation,
she informed the Meeting that there is a need of Transboundary Fisheries Management in the
Lower Mekong Basin (LMB). She informed that during 2014-2015, the MRC fisheries program
supported the two (2) respective countries (Thailand and Lao PDR) for the piloting implementation
of the Transboundary Fisheries Management in the bordering provinces of Bokeo, Lao PDR and
Chiang Rai, Thailand Project.

14. With regard to the study areas, it was noted that the target villages are located along the
Mekong River in Bokeo, Lao PDR and Chiang Rai, Thailand. The scope of the study focus on
for fishery biology, fish habitats and fisheries management. However, all of those studies have to link
and interconnecting together for the all life cycle of the dominant fish species in Mekong mainstream.

15. She also mentioned that there were twelve (12) fishers selected for catch monitoring, and
three (3) fishers were selected in each monitoring site to record their daily catch by species (€.9. weight,
number of fish, and maximum fish length) and effort (hours fished by gear type and size) by using
logbooks. She also informed the Meeting on the different types of fishing gear used in catching fishes.
The presentation appears as Annex 8.

16. Mr. Wittaya Masa, Chief of Fisheries Development and Extension Group, Chiang Rai Fisheries
Provincial Office provided information on the relevant agencies for the fisheries resources management
and conservation in Mekong River Basin. He informed on the provincial notification concerning
prohibited fishing Mekong Giant Catfish and establishment of provincial committees for
the conservation of Giant Catfish at the Mekong River Basin, however, the role of the committees
have not covered the transboundary issues.

17. He also informed that the proposal was made on the establishment of the Committee for the
Transboundary Fisheries Resources Management in Mekong River Basin of Chiang Rai, the role and
responsibility and propose on the formal arrangement such as MOU for the transboundary fisheries
management in Mekong River Basin. The presentation appears as Annex 9.
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Iv. Presentation on the Survey Result of Fishing Gears and Operation in Mekong River Basin
e Bokeo, Lao PDR

18. Dr. Yuttana Theparoonrat delivered the survey result of fishing gears and operation at
the Mekong River Basin in Bokeo, Lao PDR, which was conducted from 19-26 October 2018 with
the support of the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. The results of the survey will be further used
and developed for the fishing gears monograph.

19. Furthermore, he gave information on the detailed list of fishing gears, target catch and specific
locations in Bokeo province. He then emphasized that the drift gillnet and two layer drift gillnet are
the most dominant fishing gears in the Bokeo district. He also gave sample of some fishing gears
specification.

20. In addition, he informed the Meeting that the survey areas covered three (3) districts, as following:
Tonpheung district, Houayxay district, and Pak Tha district. The presentation appears as Annex 10.

¢ Chiang Rai, Thailand

21. Dr. Yuttana Theparoonrat presented the survey result of fishing gears and operation around
Mekong River Basin in Chiang Rai, Province, Thailand. He informed the Meeting about the result
from survey in three (3) districts, Chiang Rai province, Thailand during 10 to 14 October 2017,
as the following: 1) Wiang Kaen district, 2) Chiang Saen district, and 3) Thoeng district, a total of
seven (7) villages along with the Mekong River Basin. The results were focused on the list of
fishing gears that found during the survey. There were 34 fishing gears and can be separated to
eight (8) categories such as scoop, hook and line, cast net, gillnet, shrimp trap, fish trap, lift net
and spear. Moreover, he also explained the classification and methodology of each fishing gear
through catch target. The presentation appears as Annex 11.

V. Discussion on Issues and Possible Cooperation in the Finding of Fishing Operation Along
Mekong River Basin

22. The Meeting was informed that the Department of Fisheries, Thailand hosted the first bilateral
meeting between Thailand and Lao PDR, which was organized in August 2018, after the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) was signed. The main discussion was to provide and exchange technical
knowledge on aquaculture (i.e. aquaculture, study of fish in cave/waterfall, set up the cage culture of
giant prawn in Champasak).

23. Mr. Chanthaboun Sirimanotham, Deputy Director-General of DLF, Lao PDR informed
the Meeting that in the past, the cooperation between Thailand and Lao PDR was focused on human
resource development. He emphasized on the need for the research work in Mekong river, in particular
the fisheries resources management in Bokeo and Chiang Rai and supported on the need for
the bilateral platform to discuss on the issues that might be raised by the countries and seek for
the framework on the management in this area.

24. The Meeting took note of the existing MOU on Fisheries Cooperation, which was focused on
sharing information and technology transfer and others and the MOU established the Joint Technical
Working Group for Thailand and Lao PDR for communication.

25. The Meeting was noted that for the transboundary management between Bokeo, Lao PDR and
Chiang Rai, Thailand, the current mechanism is governed by the Provincial level and Border
Management Committee. For the issues to be proposed for consideration, it was advised that
information should be ready and sufficient for management consideration.



26. The Meeting took note of the available information as provided in Agenda 3 and 4, however,
it was concerned on the planning and framework in short term, medium and long term for sustainable
uses of the resources.

27. The Meeting was noted that it is important to share information for management and
conservation, however; it was advised to seek for the funding in order to move further.

VL Conclusion and Way Forward

Issues and Proposed Activities

28. Based on the existing and available information and previous works that had been done by
MRC, the Meeting provided the following list and reiterated the need and issues have to be confirmed
and further be implemented.

e Exchange Staff for capacity development (i.e. technology, aquaculture)

e Exchange the traditional and livelihood of communities along the Mekong River

e Exchange programs between Bokeo and Chiang Rai (i.e. regular meetings, visit and dialogue)
such as on sharing information on the law and regulations of fisheries

e Raising Awareness program (endangered species) on the law and regulation for the use of
fishing gears and enforcement

e Implement the community-based management and management planning by the participatory
of the local villagers in Bokeo; can be model for the whole country

e Capacity-building on the cage culture, hatchery of the economic species, post-harvest and
marketing and gender integration

e Establishment of the Networks (involvement of stakeholders) in Bokeo similar to Chiang Rai

Transboundary

e Draft Transboundary fisheries management plan - the change of water level, sharing information
on the change of water level (involved by the other agencies)

Co-management

MCS and raise awareness

Communities management plan, increase stock, conservation and mobile hatchery

Public Awareness Campaign to Prolong life of Mekong river

Planning Development

Recommendations and Way Forward

29. While taking note that the activities would be divided into national level and transboundary
between two countries. The way forward for further actions are:

e Countries proposed at SEAFDEC PCM Meeting to support the activities in Bokeo and Chiang Rai;

e Organize the Bilateral Workshop for designing, planning and seeking funding to implement
activities in Bokeo and Chiang Rai — Outputs: proposal, transboundary planning, actions,
pilot areas to implement activities;

e Countries proposed the Bilateral Cooperation between Thailand and Lao PDR under the MOU
on Fisheries Cooperation (tentatively in Savannakhet) to inform on the outputs of the events;

e Cooperation between MRC and SEAFDEC, need to discuss, however; support from Thailand

and Lao PDR is needed;

It was suggested to use Geographic Information System (GIS) as a tool for data management;

Fisheries Co-management, fisheries monitoring, habitats and legislation, and transboundary species;

Make the fisheries plan visible;

Pilot community; and

Create job opportunities and guidelines to reduce pressure from the effect of other factors.
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VII.  Closing of the Meeting

30. Dr.Yuttana Theparoonrat thanked to all participants for the hard work and good discussions
during two days of the Bilateral Technical Meeting between Thailand and Lao PDR. He reiterated
that this Meeting is a good chance to share information between the two countries. It is the first step
of the project and could be processed to the next step. He hoped that this project supported the bilateral
countries cooperation on exchange technical knowledge, information and well-cooperated
implementation in the areas of two countries. Lastly, he thanked for the good arrangements made in
preparing and running this Meeting in the beautiful province of Chiang Rai. He also wished all
participants a safe journey back home. With that note, he then declared the Meeting closed. His Closing
Remarks appears as Annex 12.
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Annex 2
OPENING REMARKS

Dr. Yuttana Theparoonrat
Training and Research Supporting Division Head, SEAFDEC/TD

The Deputy Director-General of the Department of Livestock and Fisheries, Lao PDR,
Mr. Chanthaboun Sirimanotham.

The Senior Fisheries Specialist of the Department of Fisheries, Thailand, Dr. Wongpathom.

The representatives from the Department of Livestock and Fisheries of Lao PDR, The representatives
from the Department of Fisheries, Thailand, SEAFDEC staff, Distinguished guests, participants, Ladies
and Gentlemen, Good Morning!

The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Dr. Kom Silapajarn would like to express his apology for not able
to join this important Bilateral Technical Meeting. In this regard, on behalf of the Secretary-General
of SEAFDEQ, it is my great pleasure to welcome you all to these 2-day “Bilateral Technical Meeting
on Effective Fisheries Management between Lao PDR and Thailand.” 1 would like to express
my sincere thanks to all of you for sparing your time to participate. in this meeting.

As we know that the importance of fisheries and habitats in the Mekong River Basin particularly in
Lao PDR and Thailand had been addressed over the past years. The Mekong River Commission (MRC)
in collaboration with Lao PDR and Thailand recently conducted the “Study on the critical fish habitats
of each country” in 2014 and 2015, respectively, which can be used as basic information to further
strengthening the cooperation on fisheries management between the two (2) countries. While the
SEAFDEC-Sweden Project also had promoted the concept of Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries
Management (EAFM) through the integration of habitat and fisheries management by providing
training course for the Lao PDR officers at Bokeo, in 2017. The concept could be the basic knowledge
for joint efforts among relevant agencies to work towards the sustainability of fisheries and the
conservation of important habitats. In addition, SEAFDEC-Sweden Project has conducted the “Current
study on fishing gears surveys” in Bokeo, Lao PDR and Chiang Rai, Thailand. The results will be
discussed and provide as information for management of fishery resources in this area.

Based on the bilateral arrangement, Thailand and Lao PDR have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) on Fisheries Cooperation, which can be used as basis for further strengthening
the cooperation between two (2) countries and information made earlier that, the SEAFDEC-Sweden
Project will organized the Meeting to promote cooperation between two countries in the monitoring
and control of fishing efforts in the area to balance with available resources and protection of critical
habitats. Moreover, the expected output of this Meeting is to provide directions for strengthening
transboundary resources management and conservation including monitoring and control of fishing
efforts with reference to the fishing gear surveys and availability of resources in Bokeo, Lao PDR and
Chiang Rai, Thailand areas.

Finally, I would encourage all participants to take part and share your information and recommendation
to develop a direction and cooperation on transboundary fisheries resources management for the future
of both countries.

Ladies and gentlemen, without further ado, I am pleased to declare the Bilateral Technical Meeting on

Effective Fisheries Management between Lao PDR and Thailand open. Thank you very much and have
a good day!
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Annex 3
INTRODUCTION, OBJECTIVE OF THE MEETING AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

By Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn
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Annex 4
PROSPECTUS
L. Background

SEAFDEC through the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project has promoted the efforts to integrate fisheries
management with habitat management (ecosystem approach to fisheries management) including efforts
on to address the need to manage fishing capacity through sub-regional approach. A series of meetings
and workshops for the strengthening of the cooperation between neighboring countries were conducted
for target sub-regions, as practical organized in coordination with partners, with the aim to improve
the management of fisheries in order to sustain the use fisheries resources through more efficient
fisheries and habitat management around Mekong River Basin.

Taking into account the provisions provided by the ASEAN-SEAFDEC 2011 Resolution and
Plan of Action (no. 34) underline the development of inter-agency coordination (national/sub-regional)
on multiple-use water resources of the wetlands/flood-plains to sustain freshwater fisheries, mitigate
conflicts between users and also encourage better coordination to address trans-boundary inland
fisheries management issues.

In reocognizing the importance of fisheries and habitats in the Mekong basin in particular Lao PDR
and Thailand, the MRC in collaboration with Lao PDR and Thailand recently conducted the study
on the critical fish habitats of each country in Bokeo of Lao PDR and Chaing Rai of Thailand in 2014
and 2015, respectively, which can be used as a source of reference information for the further
strethening the cooperation on fisheries managment between two countries. While the SEAFDEC-Sweden
Project also have promoted the concept of an Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM)
through the integration of habitat and fisheries management by provided the training course for
Lao PDR officers (Bokeo) in 2017. The concept could be basis knowledge for jointly efforts among
relevant agencies to work towards the sustainability of fisheries and the conservation of important
habitats. In addition, SEAFDEC-Sweden Project has conducted the current study on fishing gears surveys
in Bokeo of Lao PDR. The results will be discussed and provide as information for management
of fisheries resources in this bordering area.

Building upon available bilateral arrangement, Thailand-Lao PDR has signed MOU on Fisheries
Cooperation, which can be use a basis for further strengthen cooperation between two countries and
information made earlier, the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project will organize the Meeting to promote
cooperation between two countries to the monitoring and control of fishing in the area in balance with
available resources and protection of critical habitats. The event is also expected to provide directions
for strengthening trans-boundary resource management and conservation including monitoring
and control of fishing efforts with reference to the fishing gear surveys and availability of resources
in Bokeo (Lao PDR)-Chiang Rai (Thailand) area.

I1. Objectives of the Meeting

1) Toreview information on the fisheries situation, critical habitats and management and cooperation
along Mekong river (Bokeo, Lao PDR and Chiang Rai, Thailand)

2) To provide the information on the fishing gears, the usage along the Mekong River (Bokeo, Lao PDR
and Chiang Rai, Thailand)

3) To discuss on issues and identify the possible coordinated actions to manage and control of fishing
along Mekong river (Bokeo, Lao PDR and Chiang Rai, Thailand), in support to the implementation
of the existing bilateral arrangement.

4) To strengthen transboundary fisheries resource management and conservation including
monitoring and control of fishing efforts in Mekong river (Bokeo, Lao PDR and Chiang Rai,
Thailand)
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II1. Expected Outputs

1) Update information on the fisheries resources, critical habitats and fishing gears in Mekong River
2) Agreed coordinated actions between Lao PDR and Thailand

3) Establishment of the cooperation between Lao PDR and Thailand on Fisheries Resources
Management

Iv. Expected participants

The expected participants are the officials from the central government and provincial levels
responsible for trans-boundary resource management and conservation including monitoring and
control of fishing efforts in Mekong river. SEAFDEC will provide secretariat and facilitate discussion
for participants.

1. Eight representatives from each country who should be representing national authorities
involved in trans-boundary resources management and conservation (16 persons)

2. Representatives from SEAFDEC Secretariat, and TD (8 persons)

3. Regional Fisheries Policy Network member from Lao PDR and Thailand (2 persons)

Total participants will be around 25-30 persons.
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Annex 5

OVERVIEW OF BOKEO PROVINCE, FISHERIES MANAGEMENT, AND FUTURE PLAN
TO IMPLEMENT AND PROPOSE

By Mr. Phonpasith Chummanivong
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Annex 6

TRANSBOUNDARY FISHERIES MANAGEMENT IN LAO PDR, THAILAND AND
MEKONG RIVER COMMISSION (MRC)

By Mr. Sommano Phounsavath
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Annex 7
DIVERSITIES OF FISH SPECIES

By Ms. Souvanny Phommakone
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Annex 8
COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON MANAGEMENT OF TRANSBOUNDARY FISHERY
RESOURCES, CRITICAL FISH HABITATS AND REGULATION IN CHIANG RAI,
THAILAND

By Dr. Malasri Khumsri
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Annex 9

THE RELEVANT AGENCIES FOR THE FISHERIES RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND
CONSERVATION IN MEKONG RIVER BASIN

By Mr. Wittaya Masa
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Annex 10

THE SURVEY RESULT OF FISHING GEARS AND OPERATION
AT THE MEKONG RIVER BASIN IN BOKEO, LAO PDR

By Dr. Yuttana Theparoonrat
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Annex 11

THE SURVEY RESULT OF FISHING GEARS AND OPERATION AROUND MEKONG
RIVER BASIN IN CHIANG RAI, PROVINCE, THAILAND

By Dr. Yuttana Theparoonrat
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Annex 12
CLOSING REMARKS

Dr. Yuttana Theparoonrat
Training and Research Supporting Division Head, SEAFDEC/TD

The Deputy Director-General of the Department of Livestock and Fisheries Lao PDR,
Mr. Chanthaboun Sirimanotham.

The Senior Fisheries Specialist of the Department of Fisheries, Thailand, Dr. Wongpathom.

The representatives from the Department of Livestock and Fisheries of Lao PDR, The representatives
from the Department of Fisheries, Thailand, SEAFDEC staff, Distinguished guests, participants, Ladies
and Gentlemen, Good Afternoon!

On behalf of SEAFDEC, it is my great pleasure to address you once again for the closing remarks
of this Bilateral Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between Lao PDR and
Thailand. I would like to extend my sincere gratitude and appreciation to all the participants for making
this meeting a very great success. [ wish to express my deep thanks to the Department of Livestock and
Fisheries of Lao PDR and the Department of Fisheries Thailand for their dedication and contribution
to the meeting. Without their support, the meeting would have not achieved and successful.
Such contribution will ensure the sustainability of the transboundary fisheries resources management
in Mekong river around Bokeo and Chiang Rai province. SEAFDEC is willing to continue supporting
Lao PDR and Thailand’s effort within our available resources.

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to thanks all participants for your contributions and efforts, and for
the hard work and good constructive discussions during these two days of the Bilateral Technical
Meeting between Thailand and Lao PDR. This meeting is a good opportunity for both local and central
fisheries officers to share information between the two countries. It is the first step of the project and
could be processed to the next step. I do hope that this project will be implemented and serve as a good
example and be the first project that exchange technical knowledge, information and well-cooperated
implementation in the areas of two countries. In the past, there had been a project like this, in the form
of exchange technical and information but not implemented in the area. The success of this project will
be a mile stone of pilot site for future expansion to other Mekong river transboundary fisheries
resources management area.

Lastly, I would like to thanks to those who worked hard for the smooth arrangements made in preparing
and running this meeting in the beautiful province of Chiang Rai.

Ladies and Gentlemen, as I now declare the meeting closed, I wish you all a safe journey back to your
home. Thank you and Good day!
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