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REPORT OF THE 2ND SUB-REGIONAL TECHNICAL MEETING ON EFFECTIVE FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT BETWEEN CAMBODIA AND THAILAND 

 
29-30 August 2018, Koh Kong, Cambodia 

 
 
I. Introduction 
 
1. The Second (2nd) Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between 
Cambodia and Thailand was convened in Koh Kong Province, Cambodia from 29 to 30 August 2018, 
with funded by the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. The Meeting was attended by representatives from 
relevant agencies of Cambodia and Thailand namely: Fisheries Administration (FiA), Department of 
Fisheries (DoF), Department of Marine and Coastal Resources (DMCR), Ministry of Environment 
(MoE) as well as representatives from regional partners namely: International Union of Conservation 
of Nature/Mangroves for the Future (IUCN/MFF), SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia Project. 
Officers from SEAFDEC Secretariat and Training Department and members of the Regional Fisheries 
Policy Network (RFPN) also attended the Meeting. The list of participants is shown in Annex 1. 
 
2. This Meeting materialized from the First (1st) Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective 
Fisheries Management between Cambodia and Thailand, which was held in January 2015 in  
Trat Province, Thailand. During that meeting, the participants discussed on various aspects on fisheries 
management in particular on transboundary fisheries resources (Anchovy, Indo-Pacific mackerel,  
blue swimming crab (AIB) and neritic tuna) and its habitat management between bordering countries 
and Gulf of Thailand sub-region as a whole and the issues related to combat illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing. As a follow-up, the 2nd Meeting aimed to provide the platform for Cambodia 
and Thailand to share updates on laws and regulations on fisheries, clarify bilateral technical issues of 
concern and agree on collaborative management activities concerning the management and utilization 
of transboundary stocks including habitat conservation. 
 
II. Opening of the Meeting 
 
3. Mr. Buoy Roitana, Deputy Director-General of Fisheries Administration (FiA) of Cambodia, 
on behalf of FiA welcomed participants to Koh Kong province, Cambodia. He then expressed  
his gratitude for SEAFDEC-Sweden Project to organize the Meeting that brings the possible better 
cooperation between Cambodia and Thailand. He referred to the previous meetings and many activities 
had been conducted since 2015 to address issues on combating IUU fishing, collaborative management 
on the utilization of transboundary stocks between Cambodia and Thailand and in the Gulf of Thailand. 
Both countries made progress during the past few years and supported further cooperation for dialogue 
to address the aforementioned issues. Even though, Cambodia and Thailand is in the progress to 
formalize agreement or MoU on fisheries operation, this Meeting would provide opportunity for  
the countries discuss on the technical matters in relation to the fisheries management. His introduction 
speech appears as Annex 2. 
 
4. Ms. Doungporn Na Pombejra, Legal Officer of DoF of Thailand, expressed her sincere thanks 
to FiA of Cambodia for the hospitality. Moreover, she hoped that at the end of this Meeting would 
come up with good results from the discussion.  
 
5. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Dr. Kom Silapajarn, firstly welcomed all participants 
and expressed his gratitude to SEAFDEC-Sweden Project for supporting and organizing the Meeting. 
He emphasized that this Meeting could serve as a platform for Cambodia and Thailand to updates 
country efforts and the progress have been made during the past few years. Moreover, he hoped that 
this Meeting would bring both countries to discuss on technical issues and agree upon between  
two countries to promote effective fisheries cooperation. After his remarks, he then declared  
the Meeting open. His Opening speech appears as Annex 3. 
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III. Introduction, Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangement of the Meeting  
 
6. The background and objective of the Meeting was introduced by Ms. Saisunee Chaksuin,  
the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region Coordinator for the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. She then informed 
Agenda of the Meeting. The Prospectus and Agenda appear as Annex 4 and Annex 5. 
 
IV. Country Presentation on the Latest Development Law and Regulation included Fisheries 

Management Actions Plan 
 

 Cambodia 
 
7. Mr. Samreth Sambo, Deputy Director of Marine Fisheries Research and Development Institute 
of FiA presented on the fisheries legal framework of Cambodia. He referred to the Law on Fisheries, 
which had been used since 2006, combined 17 chapters, 109 articles, then the Law on Fisheries  
was amended in 2017 in a few articles to align with such as international law, National Plan of Action 
(NPOA)-IUU, Marine fisheries policy and some accession on Port State Measure Agreement (PSMA) 
and United Nations Fish Stick Agreement (UNFSA), combined 17 chapters, 148 articles. His presentation 
appears as Annex 6. 
 
8. Mr. Roitana, reiterated that Law on Fisheries (2006) was developed and centralized by FiA. 
However, in 2017, the Law on Fisheries was recently amended for five to seven articles in align with 
international legal instruments. He informed that FiA is in the process to provide international legal 
instrument on PSMA, UNFSA and NPOA-IUU which will be approved by the end of the year 2018. 
 
9. Mr. Meas Rithy, Deputy Director Department of Marine Coastal Zone Conservation, Ministry of 
Environment (MOE), Cambodia suggested that FiA and MOE should have the collaboration of work 
because if referring to the law on fisheries that will be affected on coastal areas and MPAs as well. 
Therefore, it will be better that if FiA and sub-national/department of MoE in coastal provinces have 
collaborated work to reduce the intervention and illegal fishing.   
 
10. Mr. Roitana, informed the Meeting that FiA conducted the National Technical Working Group 
Meeting on Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS), which was on 28 August 2018, with the support 
from the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. At the national Meeting, it was identified the relevant agencies 
involved on MCS at national level, which included all the concerning agencies, Navy, Marine Police, 
Fisheries Administration and Marine Fisheries Administration Inspection, and at regional level,  
Gulf of Thailand countries (Cambodia, Malaysia, Viet Nam and Thailand). 
 
11. Furthermore, Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn, SEAFDEC-Sweden Project Manager added 
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project supported on the Comparative Review of Laws and Regulations 
between Cambodia and Viet Nam in 2016-2017, which is available on SEAFDEC website.  
While Cambodia and Thailand did not have a comparative study yet because of the laws of these  
two countries are still developing. 
 
12. Mr. Sutee Rajruchithong, Technical Expert of SEAFDEC inquired that why the number of 
fishing license (1,000 licenses) less than the number of the fishing vessel (8,000 vessels). In the response, 
Mr. Roitana, Deputy Director General of FiA, Cambodia clarified that in 2017, there were only 6,500 boats 
which 800 were non-engine boats and the boats with an engine more than 90 percent, consist only from 
5 to 10 per cent of total boats. It means that most of the boats in Cambodia are small scale fisheries  
(60 percent), which have to register but tax exemption. FiA are now conducting the census along  
the coastal provinces. It started since August 2018 to the end of October 2018, from this we will have 
a more clear statistic of fishing boats in Cambodia, thus we will set management plan by categorizing 
of licensing, non-licensing, registering or non-registering. 
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13. Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon, Project Director of SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Fisheries Refugia Project 
suggested that the implementation of ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme could be considered  
by FiA to implement on national law. 
 
14. Ms. Jaruwan Songphatkaew, Fisheries Biologist, DoF of Thailand inquired on the classification 
of fishing gears. In response, Mr. Chhoun Kimchea clarified that FiA classified the group of fishing gear 
based on type and length of fishing gears that illustrated the details in the proclamation. 
 
15. With regard to the conversion of horse power to gross tonnage (GT), Mr. Roitana requested 
SEAFDEC to provide method on how to calculate the Gross Tonnage (GT) of the vessels. In response, 
Mr. Sutee suggested that all countries in the region did not use international Gross Tonnage but  
they use their own method because it was calculated by the size and type of their fishing vessel, 
however it was accepted by EU because there is a length of the fishing vessel as a reference. Therefore, 
Cambodia also can have Gross Tonnage computing as your own size and type of fishing vessel. 
 

 Thailand 
 
16. Ms. Doungporn Na Pombejra, Legal Officer, DoF of Thailand presented on the Fisheries Legal 
Framework and Latest Development of Law and Regulation in Fisheries Management in Thailand.  
She informed that Thailand have used two fisheries acts included Fisheries Act 1947 (B.E.2490)  
and the Fisheries Act 2015 (B.E.2558). Nevertheless, these two were repealed then Thailand have 
amended the Fisheries Act in line with the issues of IUU fishing and established the Royal Ordinance 
on Fisheries 2015 (B.E 2558), and currently the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries 2015 is amendment 
because some point on law enforcement under the Royal Ordinance cannot control on state of  
vessel, flag of vessel, MCS system, and traceability system. Moreover, Thailand ratified UNCLOS 
1982 and had to implement its provisions to reflect the obligations as a flag state, a coastal state,  
and a port state and now Thailand was issued a yellow card by EU. She then informed that Thailand 
acceded to several binding international agreements including the United Nations Convention on  
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) 1982, Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA), Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nation, Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA),  
and Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks.  
She then updated information on the MCS structure and fishing operations in Thai waters such as scope 
and areas to operate commercial and artisanal fisheries. Her presentation appears as Annex 7. 
 
17. Mr. Vanny Lou, National Coordinator, IUCN/MFF, Cambodia, inquired that Cambodia and 
Thailand are facing on IUU issue, then how Thailand has been done to withdraw the yellow card.  
Ms. Doungporn, DoF of Thailand, clarified that Thailand has the policy for fisheries products without 
IUU. She referred to her presentation that there is one issue suggested by EU to control of the fishing 
vessel and transshipment vessel and this have been cooperating by the committee of DoF and Marine 
Department. In addition, Thailand has many regulations to address this issue such as suspension of 
private pier around illegal fishing to be a legal port and it is still on the processes which have to be 
addressed by legal measures. Thailand also focused on the labour issue and welfare in the fisheries 
sector and try to put some registration under the Ministry of Labour to set the criteria in line  
with 188 conventions (Work in Fishing Convention, 2007: No.188). 
 
18. Mr. Roitana inquired two questions, the first question was: how Thailand classify the size  
of the vessel by using Gross Tonnage (GT.) or horsepower (per cent) and the second question was  
why Thailand defined only commercial fisheries and artisanal fisheries but not use small scale fisheries.  
Ms. Doungporn, DoF of Thailand, clarified that Thailand applies both units Gross Tonnage  
and horsepower to classify Thai vessels. She further explained that the definition of artisanal fisheries 
and small-scale fisheries were defined as appropriated for the Thai law. The categorization and 
definition of the fishing vessel are depended on each country. 
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19. Mr. Sutee, SEAFDEC added more clarification on the definition of type and size of fishing 
vessel that Thailand has criteria to classify vessel by the length and horsepower. The commercial 
fishing vessel has specific size more than or equal 10 (≥10) GT. while another law definition  
by the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives in 2016 mentioned that the fishing vessel has  
engine onboard more than or equal 280 (≥280) Per cent will be a commercial fishing vessel. 
 
20. He then further explained on the artisanal fishing vessel (no fishing license but need to  
have vessel registration) that there are two types which non-operation (a concern of fishing activity  
as carrier or transshipment) fishing vessel and operation fishing vessel. The artisanal fishing vessels 
are mostly use long-tail engine, while a commercial fishing vessels and have to fishing outside of area 
belong to the artisanal fishing vessel. However, small-scale fishing vessel in Thailand is still  
a commercial fishing vessel (10-20 GT) because there is an engine power more than 10 GT.  
He informed that every vessel that has engine have to do vessel registration and the artisanal  
fishing vessel will be controlled by zoning and cannot go far more than three (3) nautical miles from 
the shore. While the fishing vessel more than or equal 10 (≥10) GT must have vessel registration  
and fishing license for their operation outside three (3) nautical miles. 
 
V. The Updates Information on Status of Shared Fisheries Resources included Management Plan 

for Anchovy, Indo-Pacific Mackerels and Blue Swimming Crab (AIB) and Neritic Tuna  
as well as Marine and Coastal Resources, and Habitat Enhancement included Communities’ 
Engagement 

 
5.1 Countries Presentation Fisheries Resources included Management Plan for AIB and 

Neritic Tuna 
 

 Cambodia 
 
21. Dr. Chea Tharith, Deputy Director of Marine Fisheries Research and Development Institute  
of FiA, Cambodia, provided information on the catch production and informed on the cooperation  
that planed to study of AIB species and neritic tuna. His presentation appears as Annex 8.  
 
22. With regard to the progress of AIB species and neritic tuna, Ms. Pattaratjit updated that  
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project supported the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region in several activities such as 
trainings on stock status, larvae identification, morphology of Indo-Pacific mackerel and currently 
supported on the DNA study for the Gulf of Thailand sub-region, which led by Dr. Worawit Wanchana 
and team, together with resource persons from Kasetsart University (KU) for DNA analysis which is 
still on the analysis of DNA samples in laboratory and expected results will be delivered by  
end of year 2018. For neritic tunas, the Scientific Working Group is still on-going, serve as regional 
platform for the understanding of the stock status of neritic tunas. 
 
23. Dr. Somboon, SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Fisheries Refugia Project shared information to the Meeting 
that since the previous Council Meeting, SEAFDEC Secretariat proposed to get the endorsement  
on merging of many activities of the projects, which is involved in the stock assessment to be under 
the stock assessment of neritic tuna. Therefore, this will be the ways to extend the working group of 
stock assessment to cover other small pelagic species. 
 

 Thailand 
 
24. Mr. Kumpon Loychuen, Fisheries Biologist, DoF of Thailand presented the information of  
Indo-Pacific mackerel in Gulf of Thailand (GoT) where mostly was found the spawning and nursery area 
in the central GoT. He also presented the life cycle, migratory pattern and spawning season of Indo-Pacific 
mackerel in the GoT. Generally, there are several fishing gears uses for catch the Indo-Pacific mackerel 
included purse seine, gillnet, trawl, and etc. Based on the fisheries statistics from 2000 to 2015,  
the annual production of Indo-Pacific mackerel fluctuated and was shown the highest peak in 2011  
and declined to lowest in 2015. For the management actions for GoT, currently, DOF announced on 
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the prohibition on the use of surrounding nets (mesh size less than 2.5 centimeters) during nighttime 
and zoning and timing of restriction of the fisheries resources conservation measures are also covered 
seasonal area closures. His presentation appears as Annex 9. 
 
25. With regard to the blue swimming crab management, Mr. Wudtichai Wungkhahart Fisheries 
Biologist, DoF of Thailand presented on Sustainable Management of blue swimming crab in Thailand. 
He highlighted the declining trend of blue swimming crab in Thai water, several methods had been 
undertaken in order to increase the abundance of resources such as crab bank scheme, adopt and enforce 
management measures such as prohibition to catch gravid crab, and limitation of trap mesh size  
should not less than 2.5 inches. Moreover, since 2015, DoF of Thailand set up a committee,  
which comprised with the government agencies and university (DoF, DMCR, KU and etc.),  
private sectors (Thai Frozen Food Association, Thai Union and etc.) and other association (WWF)  
to actions on conservation, management, and rehabilitation of blue swimming crab, sustainable 
management of blue swimming crab, and started implementation the Fishery Improvement Project (FIP) 
from 2017 respectively, the project site is in Surat Thani province. His presentation appears as Annex 10. 
 
26. Mr. Roitana, FiA of Cambodia, inquired about the blue swimming crab’s behavior is a long 
distance migratory species or not. In response, Mr. Wudtichai informed this species move in near shore. 
 
27. Mr. Vanny, IUCN/MFF of Cambodia queried that whether blue swimming crab can be cultured. 
In response, Dr. Kom explained that blue swimming crab is easy to culture in the hatchery and have  
10 percent of survival rate. Nevertheless, growing time in the hatcheries will take one or two months 
with the high production but the crab still too small, where upon there will be high mortality rate. 
 

 SEAFDEC 
 
28. Ms. Pattaratjit, SEAFDEC-Sweden Project Manager, presented the Transboundary Fish Stocks 
Sub-regional Initiatives on AIB and Neritic Tunas which is under the project output objective 1  
on fisheries resources and habitat management and it focuses in the sub-regional area in the Gulf of Thailand 
and the Andaman Sea. She referred to the background of the selected target species by GoT countries 
were decided to cooperate on the sub-regional works for sharing on Anchovies, Indo-Pacific mackerel 
and Blue swimming crab (AIB species) in support of long-term fisheries management and  
better understanding on stock status and migratory pattern of the AIB species that will be used as  
a basis for establishing agreements on coordinated national measures for transboundary stocks  
(with information to be shared with neighbors).  
 
29. She further informed that there were many activities were done by SEAFDEC in cooperation 
with the Gulf of Thailand countries, such as the development of Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) 
for data collection, expert group meetings on stock status and geographical distribution of AIB Species 
in the Gulf of Thailand (2016), technical meeting on planning for development of stock study for  
AIB Species in the Gulf of Thailand (2017), and stock study on Indo-Pacific mackerel in the year 2017. 
 
30. After that she updated on the neritic tuna that the activities is still ongoing and this study will be 
used for sustainability of transboundary species through the Regional Plan of Action (RPOA)-Neritic Tuna 
in Southeast Asia Waters and the expected outcomes is to increased understanding of stock status  
and migration paths for neritic tuna in Southeast Asian waters as well. Finally, she informed the summary 
of work in GoT areas that we will continue for further cooperation and she hopes these areas of work 
will be linked to MCS Network Establishment. Her presentation appears as Annex 11. 
 

 SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia Project 
 
31. Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad, Technical Coordinator of Fisheries Refugia Project, introduced the 
overview of the Fisheries Refugia Project. He firstly provided the concept of fisheries refugia and then 
explained on the project, is part of the strategic action programme for the South China Sea, with the 
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long-term goal is transformational change in how the fisheries and environment sector work together. 
He informed that the Project has four (4) components that included 1) identification of critical habitat 
priority linkage to fisheries refugia, 2) improving the habitat management via national and regional 
action, 3) information management and dissemination of the refugia concept implementation, and  
4) national and regional cooperation and coordination for integrated fish stock and critical habitat 
management which these components targeted to meet their objectives in 2020. 
 
32. In relevance the national activities in 2017, he informed target species of Cambodia are identify 
Rastrelliger brachysoma (Indo-Pacific mackerel) in Koh Kong, grouper in Koh Rong and Preah Sihanouk 
Province, and blue swimming crab in Kep Province. In Thailand, the target species are Rastrelliger 
brachysoma (Indo-Pacific mackerel) and blue swimming crab in Trat Province, Indo-Pacific mackerel 
in Surat Thani province. Moreover, both countries were agreed to identify threats to the life cycle  
of the target species. His presentation appears as Annex 12. 
 
5.2 Presentation of Relevant Agencies on Marine and Coastal Resources, and Habitat 

Enhancement included Communities’ Engagement 
 

 Ministry of Environment 
 
33. Mr. Meas Rithy, Deputy Director of Department of Marine and Coastal Zone Conservation 
(DMCC) briefed on the role and responsibilities of DMCC which focus on marine and coastal 
resources, resources enhancement and communities’ engagement and its policy and legal that supports  
the community on marine and coastal resources conservation. He informed that Cambodia has  
four coastal provinces are Koh Kong, Kep, Preah Sihanouk and Kampot, where these four provinces 
have wide areas of the critical habitats such as coral reef, seagrass and mangrove. His presentation 
appears as Annex 13.  
 
34. While acknowledging that DMCC is important agency that is responsible for habitats 
management, Ms. Pattaratjit added the views from the SEAFDEC-Sweden project that the project has 
built up a network, for not only fisheries agencies, but there are many agencies has been involving  
in fisheries resources management that includes DMCC. She emphasized on the involvement of DMCC, 
DMCR with collaboration of other agencies are Marine Department of Ministry of Public Works  
and Transport (MPWT) and IUCN/Mangroves For the Future (MFF) in the consultation in order 
enhance the networks and strengthen a good cooperation on fisheries and coastal areas management.  
 

 IUCN/MFF, Cambodia 
 
35. Mr. Vanny Lou, National Coordinator of Mangrove for the Future (MFF), presented the Overview 
Work on Coastal and Marine Resources Management in Koh Kong, which focused on Peam Krasop 
Wildlife Sanctuary (PKWS). The project has been concerned in line with governmental support, which 
has objectives to conserve the existing landscape environment by optimum Moreover, utilization, 
obtain maximum benefit, and increase its resilience to face the impact of climate change. there are  
other activities involved in the fisheries management site included integrated farming, eco-tourism,  
and green energy. In addition, these three activities awarded they worked on 1) mangrove restoration 
and protection to maintain their biodiversity, 2) integrated farming system to reduce pressure on 
fisheries resources and obtained food security, and increased income by reducing the expenditure, and 
3) biogas project to reduce collecting fuelwood and pressure on mangrove plant and improve health 
and saving liquid petroleum gas (LPG) cost. Furthermore, the government also supported on the project 
management plan of PKWS site and the establishment of Marine Park status. 
 
36. In addition, he presented on transboundary project that conducted for dolphin protection  
and conservation, which came up with three (3) results are 1) establishment of a provincial committee 
on transboundary mammal conservation and management, 2) created a provincial working group on 
transboundary mammal conservation and management, and 3) watching guideline on dolphin population. 
His presentation appears as Annex 14. 
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 Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, Thailand 
 
37. Dr. Supawat Kan-atireklap, Fisheries Biologist, Senior Professional Level of Department of 
Marine and Coastal Resources (DMCR) gave a presentation on the role and function of DMCR  
and activities in related to marine and coastal resources management in Trat province, Thailand.  
He provided that the DMCR is the responsible for the conservation of marine endangered species, 
seagrasses, coral reef and mangrove areas and increase awareness on marine and coastal resources 
conservation and restoration, through the collaboration with local and regional agencies. 
 
38. He then presented on Act of the Promotion of Marine and Coastal Resources Management (2015) 
is included five (5) chapters and 30 sections and he emphasized that Chapter 3 is related on marine  
and coastal resources which focused on a designation of the marine protected area. Moreover, he further 
explained the process of participation to set up marine and coastal protected area of Thailand. The total 
areas of MPA in Thailand is 50,743 km2 (or equal 12.07 per cent), included marine national park, 
fisheries management areas, and restriction of some fishing gear) covered 25 islands in 16 provinces. 
However, the UN expected to increase the area of MPA to be 10 per cent following the target of 
Sustainable Development Gold (SDG) in 2020. His presentation appears as Annex 15. 
 
39. Dr. Kom inquired about the law under DMRC on the Chapter 2 on the coastal community, 
which is there any provision under this law to preserve the livelihood of the villager to access resources. 
In response, Dr. Supawat explained that the coastal communities have to register with the department 
to be the member of the coastal community group, and then they will get support by the government to 
allocate some budget or equipment to the community for conservation activity. 
  
40. Ms. Pattaratjit, inquired that how are difference between the marine national park and MPAs. 
Then Dr. Supawat clarified that marine national park is a protected zone and this area is not allowed 
anyone to do or take anything while MPA is the areas that only allow for sustainable use.  
 
41. Dr. Somboon, SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Fisheries Refugia, shared some information base on  
the meeting which organized by the Convention on Biodiversity under the ASEAN framework  
that also has a discussion on MPA matter. The meeting already came up with a strategic plan for 
biodiversity from 2011 to 2020 and it was targeted to increase the protected area to 10 or 15 per cent 
by the year 2020. Actually, it was mentioned in the Aichi Biodiversity Target, which adopted in 2011. 
Referring to the  Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 10 also follow this Aichi Biodiversity  
Target 2020, which is targeted that many countries have to increase protected area to 10 per cent. 
At that time, he attended the meeting and proposed to the meeting that the Refugia site and  
fishery management area was proposed by Thailand should be included in protected area concept,  
but there is unclear answer and they suggested to rest this issue in the Convention on Biodiversity  
that was organized annually. He then also suggested DMCR attend this meeting and propose inspection of 
the fisheries management area. 
 
42. Mr. Kimchea, FiA of Cambodia inquired the difference of role and function of DMCR and DoF 
of Thailand. In response, Dr. Supawat explained that DMCR is responsible for conservation coastal 
habitats and marine resources (i.e. endangered species), while DoF is responsible for fisheries resources 
management.  
 
43. Dr. Somboon, SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Fisheries Refugia added that in the past, similar to 
Cambodia, DoF Thailand was involved in coastal resources, after restructured national institutions,  
the two Departments are responsible in different function. 
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VI. Country Presentation on Established Mechanisms for National Inter-agency Coordination 
in Support of Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (particular to vessel monitoring, 
VMS, procedure to arrest illegal fishing vessel, transshipment at sea) 

 
 Cambodia 

 
44. Mr. Kao Monirith, Vice Chief of Marine Fisheries Administration Inspectorate, provided 
information on MCS system in Cambodia, which included the current situation of marine fisheries 
resources, involved agencies and MCS activities. He presented on MCS structure in Cambodia that  
the government has established National Committee for Maritime Security (NCMS) to work with 
national agencies included Royal Cambodian Navy, Marine Custom, marine border defense police, and 
marine fisheries administration inspectorate. Moreover, NCMS also cooperated with international 
agencies included the First Naval Area Command, Royal Thai Navy, Viet Nam Navy, Viet Nam Coast 
Guard, and the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency to combat illegal activities. His presentation 
appears as Annex 16. 
 

 Thailand 
 
45. Ms. Punnatut Kangrang, Fisheries Biologist, DoF of Thailand, presented on Compliance of IUU 
in Thailand (Surveillance), the structure of MCS, and the procedures to arrest illegal fishing vessel in 
Thailand. She then explained the core components of MCS in Thailand included 1) fisheries 
management 2) fisheries Management Plan 3) MCS strategy, and 4) scientific research. In addition, 
there are many agencies take action in specific part of M, C, and S to combat IUU-fishing. In terms of 
surveillance measures for the operations of Thai vessels, there are three (3) pillars included  
1) Electronic surveillance by Fisheries Monitoring Center (FMC) 2) Inspection at Port by Port-In  
Port-Out Controlling Center (PIPO), and 3) inspection at sea led by Fisheries Patrol and Thailand 
Maritime Enforcement Coordinating Center (Thai-MECC). The Vessel Monitoring System (VMS), 
Electronic Reporting System (ERS), and Electronic Monitoring (EM) all to be available for vessels 
more than or equal 30 (≥30) GT. Moreover, the FMC is separated to be five (5) areas for surveillance 
included 1) Upper Gulf of Thailand, 2) Central Gulf of Thailand, 3) Lower Gulf of Thailand,  
4) Andaman Sea, and 5) Oversea which there will be staffs response for monitoring 24 hours every day. 
For vessel inspection was taken action by PIPO center which located inside Thai waters. There are  
30 centers with 21 FIP (Fontal Inspection Port) and others are located in oversea six (6) centers.  
While inspection at sea is responsible by Fisheries patrol and Thai-MECC. The fisheries patrol  
is separated into three (3) zones included 1) Rayong Center, Zone, 2) Songkhla, and Zone 3) Krabi.  
Thai-MECC is separated into three (3) areas called 1) Upper Half of the GoT, 2) Lower Half of  
the GoT, and 3) the Andaman Sea. Her presentation appears as Annex 17. 
 
46. Mr. Roitana inquired on how many of Thai fishing vessels that have installed the VMS  
and which size of the vessel is required to install the VMS. In response, Ms. Punnatut explained that 
the vessel size which more than 30 GT is required to install the VMS and recently Thailand has  
more than 5,000 vessels installed the VMS.  
 
47. In addition, Mr. Sutee added that Thai fishing vessels size more than or equal (≥30) GT  
already installed VMS 3,042 vessels, while vessel size 60 to 150 GT and more than or equal to  
500 (≥500) GT installed 2,594 vessels and 202 vessels respectively. Therefore, the total number of 
vessels have installed the VMS are 5,838 vessels (as on 28 February 2018).  
 
48. In term of setting up the VMS system, Ms. Punnatut informed this system is developed base on 
type or kind of Thai vessel and there is a copyright under DoF of Thailand. Nevertheless, Cambodia 
can develop the system based on the type of Cambodia vessels. 
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VII. Country Presentation on the Procedures for Catch Documentation, Certification, and 
Verification Processes, Landing Record at the Border 

 
 Cambodia  

 
49. Mr. Chhuon Kimchhea, Deputy Director of Department of Fisheries Affairs, presented  
the procedures for vessel registration, fishing license and catch documentation in Cambodia. He then 
explained that Cambodia has two (2) categories for registration included 1) the maximum power of  
the vessel engine under 250 horse power (HP) is required to register at the provincial Department of 
Public Works and Transport, and 2) the maximum power of the vessel engine above 250 HP is required 
to register at Marine Merchant Department of Ministry of Public Works and Transport. The registration 
procedure of these two categories, the vessels will be checked up in the place before getting  
the Licensing Vessel Card. He then further explained on the fishing license, that there are two (2) types 
of the fishing license included fishing gear license and fishing vessel license. The vessel with an engine 
bigger than 90 HP will be issued by central of FiA. while the vessel engine less than 90 HP issued by 
Provincial Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. His presentation appears as Annex 18. 
 
50. Mr. Vanny inquired that are there any effective of the calculation of the value of marine statistic 
fish catch if the small scales fishing are not registered for the license. In response, Mr. Roitana 
explained the fisheries registration belongs to Ministry of Public Works and Transport (MWPT) in their 
five (5) year’s draft of the law and he mentioned about the vessel less than 15 Per cent is not required 
to register. For Logbook, FiA planned to develop in NPOA-IUU that for the medium and large vessels 
will be required to register. For statistic, we are in process to conducting a few samplings on the vessel 
which supported by EU.  
 
51. Mr. Sutee sought out the clarification on the agency responsible for the catch data of small scale 
fishing and how to get the catch certificate. In response, Mr. Roitana explained that FiA is the main 
responsible for the catch data and issue catch certificate. For small-scale fisheries, Fisheries Administration 
cantonment is in charge for recording the data at landing sites and for transportation across the border. 
 

 Thailand 
 
52. Ms. Jaruwan presented on the System and Procedure for Control and Verification and Landing 
of Catches in Thailand. She explained system and pathway of fish and fisheries product that imported 
to Thailand by vessel, land transportation, and airfreight. The fish and fisheries products which are 
imported by fishing vessels and carrier vessels will be checked by an electronic system with  
a processing statement and PSM Link System (PPS). They need to have a permit to land their products, 
after the port inspection, they will have permission to upload their fisheries product. After the vessel 
has uploaded and weighted their product to a “Fisheries Single Window” then after sorting and 
weighing the fisheries products, the DoF will issue Import Movement Document (IMD) for all imported 
products. Then, the products are separated into processing material or raw materials for processing such 
products need to apply for the Processing Statement Endorsement (PSE) document. The products  
will be separated and classified for domestic consumption or exportation. 
 
53. Then, she provided the information that there are 22 PSM ports designated as a port of entry 
for the foreign vessel, including 16 ports for international vessel and six (6) ports for neighboring 
vessel. The PSM implementation and inspections have three main steps 1) before port entry, 2) vessel 
inspection at the port, and 3) offloading and monitoring. These three steps are used for bulk carriers, 
fishing vessels, and neighboring country carrier vessels. The list of requested documents will be 
different depending on the type of vessel. In a follow-up on implemented measures for PSM control, 
Thailand has been working with coastal states, flag states, relevant Thai authorities, and international 
organization such as IOTC, WCPFC, FAO and FFA. Finally, she has some issues to discuss with 
Cambodia as first is on verify documents and second is on clarify the legal documents for fish  
and fisheries products exportation from Cambodia to Thailand. Her presentation appears as Annex 19. 
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54. Mr. Kimchea, FiA, Cambodia, inquired on how Thailand issue catch certificate for Thai local 
vessel. In response, Ms. Jaruwan clarified that catch certificate of the local vessel will start from local 
landing place by input type and weight of fish in the electronic system then provincial PIPO will check 
this information. If the information is corrected then it  will be approved to get MCPD, after that factory 
will use an electronic system to request the Catch certificate from DoF. Finally, the DoF will check all 
information in an electronic system, if all information is corrected then DoF will provide the Catch 
Certificate. 
 
55. Dr. Kom added information that Thailand has the system of Port-in Port-out. Therefore,  
the fishing vessel size more than 30 GT. has to register in the system. Thus, the vessel owner has  
to report when they arrive or departure the port and need to record all the catch products. While the vessel 
less than 30 GT called small-scale fishing, the officers will randomly check at the port. 
 
56. Mr. Sutee, added more information that Thailand has regulation for vessel 10 to 30 GT. which 
has some specific type of fishing gears such as trawl, purse seine, gillnet and anchovy gear have 
recorded the fishing logbook and report to the PIPO center. Then, DoF can process the catch certificate 
for exportation of fish or fish product.  
 
57. Dr. Puthy, FiA of Cambodia, required how many of the foreign fishing vessel has registered in 
the Thai flag and how many of Thai fishing vessel has registered in the foreign flag. In response,  
Mr. Sutee, SEAFDEC, explained that according to Maritime Department regulations, the owner of  
Thai flag vessel must be Thai nationality only. 
 
VIII. Discussion on Common Areas of Interest and Future Bilateral Sub-regional Need for 

Cooperation  
 
58. In the area of shared fisheries resources and the sub-regional initiatives on Transboundary species 
for Gulf of Thailand sub-region, the Meeting suggested to; 

1) disseminate the result on DNA structure of Indo-Pacific mackerel from undertaking study 
in the workshop which will held at the end of 2018, then use as scientific-based data  
for Refugia establishment,  

2) present the study of DNA structure of neritic tuna in the 5th Meeting of the SWG-Neritic Tuna, 
held in January 2019, and use it as a scientific-based information for coordinate 
management plan and measure, as well as a link to the Fisheries Refugia establishment, 

3) encourage and strengthen national and sub-regional cooperation with other relevant 
partners/projects such as Fisheries Refugia Project, MoE, DMCR and MFF and 

4) support the capacity building on the research on marine resources (i.e. methodology, 
identification, data analysis, reporting, and etc.). 

 
59. On Combating IUU fishing cooperation, the Meeting confirmed on; 

1) fishing vessel census in Cambodia will be completed by 2018, 
2) Fisheries Administration and Ministry of Public Works and Transport will establish  

the MoU and the cooperation on registration and licensing, 
3) The conversion of Cambodia fishing vessel size will be supported by Technical Expert of 

SEAFDEC, Mr. Sutee who will send the formula to convert from per cent. to GT, 
4) suggestion to initiate a formal cooperation (MoU) on the vessels registration and licensing 

as well as vessel marking information, and 
5) The PSM implementation in Cambodia require more capacity building, conduct gap 

analysis, mediation by SEAFDEC to the potential partner that bring resources person and 
financial on PSM subject. The details of discussion is appears as Annex 20. 
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IX. Summary and Ways Forward  
 
60. The discussion within this session generally represented for all subjects under the scope of  
the Meeting. There were four (4) issues identification are required further action as the way forward below; 

1) For IUU combating, Cambodia needs training for inspection, but they could not propose  
the topics of training yet. Related to PSMA, SEAFDEC has budgeted for member state 
progress and could bring other supporting donors such as USAID-NOAA and FAO.  
The way forward is Cambodia should start with the gap analysis and request to SEAFDEC 
to overcome the gap. 

2) Fishing vessel data scheme in Cambodia, need census and SEAFDEC could support  
the implementation of a national system compatible with RFVR system. The first problem  
of Cambodia regarding this system is converting the vessel size scale to GT that could be 
formulated by SEAFDEC based on the specification. The way forward: use the RFVR  
as a reference for the national record system. 

3) For catch data scheme, the region needs a compatible data scheme, SEAFDEC does not 
apply the ACDS for a national system, but they could help the country to establish.  
To start the initiative country should discuss in a small group which Dr. Somboon, 
SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Fisheries Refugia 

4) Indian mackerel stock was looked depleting, not only in the Gulf of Thailand but also  
in Malaysia water to the Andaman Sea. The study about this stock feature will be important 
for better management. Supporting by analysis of the stock should be strengthened by  
all countries. 

 
X. Closing of the Meeting 
 
61. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Dr. Kom Silapajarn appreciated for the active 
participation and the valuable contribution of all participants during the Meeting. He also expressed  
the appreciation to the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project for funding such important Meeting to bring  
both countries toward stronger collaboration in fisheries management. After two days of the Meeting, 
he also grateful to the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project Team for their working in services and arrangement 
of the Meeting. Finally, he wished all participants to enjoy the trip back home with warm regards to all. 
He then declared the Meeting closed. His Closing speech appears as Annex 21. 
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Annex 2 
 

OPENING REMARKS 
 

By Mr. Buoy Roitana,  
Deputy Director General of Fisheries administration,  

and SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for Cambodia 
 
Dr. Kom Silapajarn, Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, 
Distinguished delegates, representatives from Thailand, 
Honorable Guests, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
A pleasant good morning! 
 
On behalf of Fisheries Administration of Cambodia, it is my great honor to welcome you all to  
“the Second Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between Cambodia 
and Thailand” here in Koh Kong province, Cambodia. I would like to extend my warmest welcome  
to the delegation from Thailand and Secretary-General of SEAFDEC as well as the SEAFDEC officers 
to this second technical meeting. I am indeed honor to co-chair this important Meeting. My sincere 
gratitude to SEAFDEC-Sweden project for the initiative. 
 
I recall the 1st Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between Cambodia 
which was held in January 2015 and the 6th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region which  
was organized last year, March 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand where action plans had been developed  
in order to address common IUU fishing, collaborative management on the utilization of transboundary 
stocks between Cambodia and Thailand, and in the Gulf of Thailand as the whole. Moreover, it was 
agreed that Cambodia and Thailand would have further bilateral dialogue to address the aforementioned 
key issues. 
 
Distinguish guests, Ladies, and gentlemen! 
 
As we may know that Cambodia and Thailand do not have a formal bilateral agreement or MoU  
on fisheries cooperation. Therefore, the initiative by SEAFDEC-Sweden project conducting  
this meeting could provide a venue to advance cooperation in this particular area. It is the intention of  
my delegation to have a friendly, open and harmonious discussion with Thailand with a view to tackle 
the common issues of our both countries. Cambodia may need Thailand’s assistance to help us out  
and in the spirit of friendliness, Cambodia is ready to cooperate with Thailand to solve the problems. 
 
I hope that at the end of our 2 days Meeting we could develop a work plan, which comprises of short 
and long-term measures tailored to address the issues that I have mentioned earlier. I expect that  
we could agree in principle to establish a good networking at operational and technical levels in bid  
to tackle the issues. I trust that there will be possible areas of cooperation beyond the problem above. 
  
Ladies and gentlemen! 
 
Last but not least, please allow me once again express my appreciation to SEAFDEC-Sweden project 
for this occasion. I hope everybody has enjoyed your stay in Koh Kong city. Please let us know if you 
need any assistance. I look forward a fruitful Meeting. I wish you all the best and invoke the  
four Buddha wishes to ladies and gentlemen. 
 
Thank you very much! 
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Annex 3 
 

OPENING REMARKS 
 

By Dr. Kom Silapajarn,  
SEAFDEC Secretary-General 

 
Distinguished delegates from Cambodia and Thailand, 
Representative from international organizations, 
My colleagues from SEAFDEC,  
Members of the Regional Fisheries Policy Network,  
Ladies and Gentleman,  
Good morning! 
 
We are delighted and honoured to have you here to participate in 2nd Sub-regional Technical Meeting 
on Effective Fisheries Management between Cambodia and Thailand. I would like to express our 
sincere gratitude to SEAFDEC-Sweden Project for supporting and organizing this Meeting. 
 
During the “1st Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between Cambodia 
and Thailand” was held on January 2015 at Trat province, Thailand, we discussed on the joint action 
plan for fisheries management between Cambodia and Thailand to increase the  effective fisheries 
management including management of fishing capacity, issues on combating illegal, destructive fishing 
and habitat management for strengthening cooperation between the two countries on the management 
of transboundary fishery resources in the waters bordering Cambodia and Thailand in the Gulf of 
Thailand. Moreover, we also have established the working group and mechanism to share experiences 
including work plan for 2015. 
 
Since the last meeting in 2015, I was informed that there are a number of actions implemented by  
both countries to address the issues that have been discussed and today we will listen to the progress of 
such activities from both countries during this Meeting. In this connection, on behalf of SEAFDEC and 
SEAFDEC-Sweden project, it is a great honor to hold this Meeting, providing avenue to advance 
cooperation on management and utilization of transboundary fisheries resources especially Indo-Pacific 
mackerel and efforts to ensure long-term utilization of fisheries resources and related issues for these 
two countries. I hope that we will have a friendly, open, and harmonious discussion leading to 
sustainable fisheries. I am looking forward to the dedication and commitment from all participants  
to reach our goals and expectations as set in the agenda of this Meeting. 
 
On behalf of organizers of this Meeting, once again, I wish to express our gratitude to Cambodia  
for the warm glad-hand in this natural city, Koh Kong province. I would like to thank all the participants 
for sparing your valuable time to join the Meeting. Your active participation would surely enhance  
the cooperation that we have initiated for the promotion of sustainable fisheries in the Gulf of Thailand. 
Finally, I wish all the best and look forward to a fruitful discussion. 
 
Thank you and have a good day. 
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Annex 4 
 

INTRODUCTION, ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENT OF THE MEETING 
 

By Ms. Saisunee Chaksuin 
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Annex 5 
 

PROSPECTUS 
 

I. Background 
 
The SEAFDEC-Sweden Collaborative Program is promoting efforts to integrate fisheries management 
and habitat management to improve the status of fish stocks and the aquatic environment. Strengthening 
the cooperation between the border provinces of Cambodia and Thailand would further facilitate this 
process. The nature of fisheries and migration of fish stocks implies that there is a need for regional 
and/or bilateral dialogues for improvement of fisheries management and safeguard important habitats. 

The bilateral meeting “1st Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between 
Cambodia and Thailand” was held on 20-22 January 2015 at Trat province, Thailand. The participants 
from two countries (Cambodia and Thailand) included Fisheries Administration (FiA), Department of 
Fisheries (DoF), Department of Marine and Coastal Resources (DMCR), Burapha University, 
MFF/IUCN and Sustainable Development Foundation (SDF). The meeting suggested that the 
cooperative structure would include regular meetings for the working team to review progress  
and agreed action plans for joint fisheries management therefore, the progress of meeting reported in  
the 5th Gulf of Thailand meeting which held in 28-29 September 2015, Nonthaburi, Thailand. 
Furthermore, the 6th Gulf of Thailand Meeting held in Bangkok, 28 February-2 March 2017.  
The meeting covered topics such as follow-up and information sharing on trans-boundary aspects of 
fisheries and habitat management, including the development of joint approaches to conservation and 
management of fisheries and the set-up of working groups to strengthen cooperation. 

The aim of this Meeting is to provide a platform for Cambodia and Thailand to share updates on laws 
and regulations on fisheries, clarify bilateral technical issues of concern and agree on collaborative 
management activities concerning the management and utilization of transboundary stocks including 
habitat conservation. 
 
II. Objectives of the Meeting 
 

 To update and share information of law and regulation on fisheries and other relevant to 
marine/coastal resources and environment; 

 To update information and shared fisheries resources  especially Anchovy, Indo-Pacific 
mackerel, Blue swimming crab (AIB) and neritic tuna; 

 To update and share information on the issues related to combat IUU fishing (such as legal 
framework and catch documentation); 

 To update on existing formal/informal cooperative arrangements involving partners in Cambodia 
and Thailand; and 

 To identify and clarify the issues and opportunities of common concerns and discuss 
joint approaches to improve the efficiency of the fisheries management. 

 
III. Expected Outputs 
 

 Updated information on laws and regulations, status of shared fisheries resources and other 
issues such as licensing system, catch documentation law enforcement and etc.; 

 Updated information on existing formal/informal cooperative arrangements in regional and 
international fisheries management on the transboundary species and to combat IUU fishing; and 

 Prioritization of issues and opportunities of common concern for joint approaches to improve 
the effectiveness of fisheries management. 
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IV. Expected Outcomes 
 

 Increased understanding of the issues and opportunities of common concern and agreed joint 
approaches that would benefit social well-being and improve the efficiency of fisheries 
management.  

 Facilitated further collaborations between the countries. 
 
V. Date and Venue of the Meeting 
 
The 2nd meeting of the Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between 
Cambodia and Thailand will be organized from 29-30 August 2018 at Koh Kong, Cambodia. 
 
VI. Participations of the Meeting 
 
The expected participants are the officials from the central government and provincial levels responsible 
for fisheries and habitat management in the area. SEAFDEC will provide secretariat and facilitate 
discussions for participants from Cambodia and Thailand. 

 SEAFDEC-Sweden National Focal Point for the Gulf of Thailand sub-region  and/or National 
Coordinator; 

 One fisheries legal officer who is responsible for international fisheries legal aspects; 
 One officer from the Department/Unit responsible for fishing licensing and vessel 

registration/responsible for catch documentation, certification and verification processes, and 
landing accord the border; 

 One officer who is responsible for combating IUU fishing, in particular to, electronic 
surveillance, Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) and oversea fishing (procedure to arrest 
illegal fishing vessel, transshipment at sea); 

 One researcher/fishery biologist who is responsible for research, data collection and 
management in the Eastern Gulf of Thailand;  

 Head of Provincial Fisheries Office (Trat, Koh Kong); 
 Representatives from regional and local organizations such as Ministry of Environment 

(MoE) Cambodia, Department of Marine and Coastal Management (DMCR) Thailand; 
 SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF Refugia; 
 SEAFDEC-TD; and 
 RFPN Cambodia and Thailand 
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Annex 6 
 

COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON THE LATEST DEVELOPMENT LAW AND 
REGULATION INCLUDED FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ACTIONS PLAN 

 
By Mr. Samreth Sambo 
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Annex 7 
 

COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON THE LATEST DEVELOPMENT LAW AND 
REGULATION INCLUDED FISHERIES MANAGEMENT ACTIONS PLAN (THAILAND) 

 
By Ms. Doungporn Na Pombejra 
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Annex 8 
 

COUNTRIES PRESENTATION FISHERIES RESOURCES INCLUDED MANAGEMENT 
PLAN FOR AIB AND NERITIC TUNA (CAMBODIA) 

 
By Dr. Chea Tharith 
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Annex 9 
 

COUNTRIES PRESENTATION FISHERIES RESOURCES INCLUDED MANAGEMENT 
PLAN FOR AIB AND NERITIC TUNA (THAILAND) 

 
By Mr. Kumpon Loychuen 
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Annex 10 
 

COUNTRIES PRESENTATION FISHERIES RESOURCES INCLUDED MANAGEMENT 
PLAN FOR AIB AND NERITIC TUNA (THAILAND) 

 
By Mr. Wudtichai Wungkhahart 
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Annex 11 
 

COUNTRIES PRESENTATION FISHERIES RESOURCES INCLUDED MANAGEMENT 
PLAN FOR AIB AND NERITIC TUNA (SEAFDEC) 

 
By Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn 
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Annex 12 
 

COUNTRIES PRESENTATION FISHERIES RESOURCES INCLUDED MANAGEMENT 
PLAN FOR AIB AND NERITIC TUNA (SEAFDEC-UNEP/GEF FISHERIES REFUGIA) 

 
By Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad 
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Annex 13 
 

PRESENTATION OF RELEVANT AGENCIES ON MARINE AND COASTAL RESOURCES, 
AND HABITAT ENHANCEMENT INCLUDED COMMUNITIES’ ENGAGEMENT 

(MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, MOE, CAMBODIA) 
 

By Mr. Meas Rithy 
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Annex 14 
 

PRESENTATION OF RELEVANT AGENCIES ON MARINE AND COASTAL RESOURCES, 
AND HABITAT ENHANCEMENT INCLUDED COMMUNITIES’ ENGAGEMENT 

(IUCN/MFF, CAMBODIA) 
 

By Mr. Meas Rithy 
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Annex 15 
 

PRESENTATION OF RELEVANT AGENCIES ON MARINE AND COASTAL RESOURCES, 
AND HABITAT ENHANCEMENT INCLUDED COMMUNITIES’ ENGAGEMENT 

(DEPARTMENT OF MARINE AND COASTAL RESOURCES, THAILAND) 
 

By Dr. Supawat Kan-atireklap 
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Annex 16 
 

COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON ESTABLISHED MECHANISMS FOR NATIONAL 
INTER-AGENCY COORDINATION IN SUPPORT OF MONITORING, CONTROL AND 
SURVEILLANCE (PARTICULAR TO VESSEL MONITORING, VMS, PROCEDURE TO 

ARREST ILLEGAL FISHING VESSEL, TRANSSHIPMENT AT SEA) (CAMBODIA) 
 

By Mr. Kao Monirith 
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Annex 17 
 

COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON ESTABLISHED MECHANISMS FOR NATIONAL 
INTER-AGENCY COORDINATION IN SUPPORT OF MONITORING, CONTROL AND 
SURVEILLANCE (PARTICULAR TO VESSEL MONITORING, VMS, PROCEDURE TO 

ARREST ILLEGAL FISHING VESSEL, TRANSSHIPMENT AT SEA) (THAILAND) 
 

By Ms. Punnatut Kangrang 
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Annex 18 
 

COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON THE PROCEDURES FOR CATCH DOCUMENTATION, 
CERTIFICATION, AND VERIFICATION PROCESSES, LANDING RECORD  

AT THE BORDER (CAMBODIA) 
 

By Mr. Chhuon Kimchhea 
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Annex 19 
 

COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON THE PROCEDURES FOR CATCH DOCUMENTATION, 
CERTIFICATION, AND VERIFICATION PROCESSES, LANDING RECORD  

AT THE BORDER (THAILAND) 
 

By Ms. Jaruwan Songphatkaew 
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Annex 20 
 

DISCUSSION ON COMMON AREAS OF INTEREST AND FUTURE BILATERAL  
SUB-REGIONAL NEED FOR COOPERATION 

 
Issues and Required Actions 
 
1. The Meeting took note of the previous request from Thailand to Cambodia on investigation  

the vessels (282 vessels) list from Thailand. It was informed by owner that these vessels  
sold to Cambodia and kindly request how many vessels have been found in Cambodia 
according to the list. 

2. The Meeting was proposed to nominate the contact persons from both Thailand and Cambodia 
to further coordinate on this issues.  

3. The Meeting was agreed that Thailand DoF should send the formal letter to FiA Cambodia and 
General Department of Waterway Maritime Transportation and Port on the investigation of  
the list of 282 vessels with the update photos of the vessels and nomination of the contact persons, 
which should come from both Marine Department and DoF. 

4. The Meeting was noted that the export products from Cambodia to other countries require  
the transportation permit signed by DG or DDG in charge of FiA HQ, except Koh Kong,  
the Letter can be issued by the Director of Marine Fisheries Administration Inspectorate. 

5. The Meeting requested Thailand to check with responsible department on the finalization of 
MoU on Fisheries Cooperation between Thailand and Cambodia in order that the details 
cooperation would be formalized and for the sustainable of fisheries resources of both 
countries. 

 
Shared Fisheries Resources and the Sub-regional Initiatives on Transboundary Species for  
Gulf of Thailand Sub-region 
 

 Mackerels: 
 
6. DNA structure study for the Gulf of Thailand sub-region is undertaking with the collaboration 

of Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam. After the DNA analysis, the Dissemination 
results Workshop will be held in end of the 2018. 

7. The results will be used as scientific basis information to Fisheries Refugia establishment. 
 

 Neritic Tunas: 
 
8. DNA Study will be completed by September 2018, responsible by SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 
9. The 5th Meeting of the SWG-Neritic Tuna will be held in January 2019. 
10. The results will be used as scientific basis information for coordinated managements plan and 

measures and link to the Fisheries Refugia establishment. 
11. The Meeting is encouraged and strengthened national and sub-regional cooperation with other 

relevant partners/projects such as Fisheries Refugia Project, MoE, DMCR, MFF. 
 

 Other Matters: 
 
12. Capacity building on the research on marine resources (i.e. methodology, identification, data 

analysis, reporting, etc).  
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Cooperation on Combating IUU fishing 
 

 Vessel registration and Licensing 
 
13. The Meeting took note of the progress of Cambodian census of marine fishing vessels along 

the coastal provinces which will be completed in 2018. The Information will be useful for the 
fisheries management of Cambodia. 

14. The Meeting noted that Fisheries Administration and Ministry of Public Works and Transport 
will establish the MoU and the cooperation on registration and licensing. 

15. With regard on the request assistant from Cambodia to SEAFDEC on the conversion size  
of vessels from Horse Power to Gross Tonnage, SEAFDEC will provide converter formula.  
Mr. Sutee Rajruchithong, SEAFDEC will send references provide later to Cambodia more 
information on the conversion. 

16. Countries are encouraged to utilize of the RFVR. 
17. The Meeting was suggested formal cooperation on the vessels registration and licensing 

between two countries between Thailand and Cambodia under MoU. 
 

 Vessel Marking 
 
18. Sharing information on vessels marking information between Cambodia and Thai fishing boats. 
 

 Port Inspection and Implementation of Port State Measures 
 
19. It is important to increase understanding and knowledge to FiA staff who responsible for this 

aspect by providing capacity building to Cambodia officials on the requirement of the domestic 
landing and PSM. 

20. It was suggested it is needed to conduct on gap analysis to support the necessary on the capacity 
building on PSM. FAO will provide the workshop. 

21. SEAFDEC will consult with potential partners for the available of financial and resource 
persons on the PSM subjects. 
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Annex 21 
 

CLOSING REMARKS 
 

By Dr. Kom Silapajarn,  
SEAFDEC Secretary-General 

 
Distinguished delegates from Cambodia and Thailand, collaborative partners, ladies, and gentlemen,  
 
It is indeed my pleasure to make a few closing remarks and express gratitude to all those who made 
this event happened. During the past two days, the Meeting had discussed the issues on strengthening 
collaboration between Cambodia and Thailand in order to improve effectiveness of fisheries 
management between the two countries. Your presence showed a strong commitment to work towards 
improving the management of fisheries in order to sustain the fisheries resources in this Gulf of 
Thailand sub-region. I believe that based on the results from the Meeting, it need continue working 
together that make it happen. Above all, I would like to thank all of you for making this Meeting  
a success through your valuable contributions and active participation throughout the Meeting. 
 
I would like to express my sincere thanks to the Swedish Government for supporting to organize  
a series of bilateral meetings not only for the Gulf of Thailand Countries but also for the other  
sub-region such as in Andaman Sea. Many thanks to the organizing team members for your hard work 
and patience to make this Meeting a success. 
 
Distinguished delegates, ladies, and gentlemen, I do hope that you have enjoyed your stay with us 
during the Meeting. I wish all of you have a safe journey back home. I now declare the Meeting close. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


