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REPORT OF THE FORTY -NINTH MEETING OF THE COUNCIL  

OF THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT CENTER  

 

3 - 7 April 2017, Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam 

 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

1. The Forty-ninth Meeting of the Council of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

(SEAFDEC) was convened in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam from 3 to 7 April 2017 and 

hosted by the Department of Fisheries of the Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism of Brunei 

Darussalam. 

 

2. The Meeting was attended by the Council Directors for Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 

Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam together with their 

respective delegations, as well as the Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General and the senior officials 

of SEAFDEC. The Meeting was also attended by representatives from the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO); Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA); 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA); United Nations Environment 

Programme/Global Environment Facility (UNEP/GEF); United States Agency for International 

Development/Regional Development Mission for Asia (USAID/RDMA); and the USAID Oceans and 

Fisheries Partnership. The list of participants appears as Annex 1.  

 

INAUGURAL CEREM ONY 

 

3. The Inaugural Ceremony of the Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council was held on 3 

April  2017, and was officiated by the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Primary Resources and 

Tourism of Brunei Darussalam, Dr. Haji Abdul Manaf bin Haji Metussin.  

 

4. The Deputy Director-General of Directorate of Fisheries, Department of Science, Technology and 

International Cooperation of Viet Nam, Dr. Tran Dinh Luan in his capacity as the Chairperson of 

SEAFDEC Council for 2016-2017, welcomed the participants to the Meeting. He expressed the gratitude 

of the SEAFDEC Council to the Government of Brunei Darussalam for extending warm hospitality to the 

delegates and for the arrangements of the Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. Subsequently, 

he congratulated SEAFDEC for reaping great achievements especially in several aspects, including the 

endorsement of several regional policy frameworks, particularly the ñJoint ASEAN-SEAFDEC 
Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of 

ASEAN Fish and Fishery Productsò during the High-level Consultation in August 2016. In this 

connection, he expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC for its efforts in facilitating the development of 

the Joint Declaration which serves as guide for the development of important frameworks for the countries 

in addressing one of the very challenging issues in fisheries management which is combating IUU fishing 

in the Southeast Asian region. He also stressed that several policy frameworks developed by SEAFDEC 

had been acknowledged by high-level authorities of the ASEAN and endorsed through the 38
th
 AMAF 

Meeting in Singapore, for example, the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing 

Capacity, and the Regional Guidelines on Traceability System for Aquaculture Products in the ASEAN 

Region. He then encouraged SEAFDEC to continue this momentum of work, especially its technical 

activities that address the priorities and requirements of the Member Countries. He also expressed the 

appreciation to the other SEAFDEC Council Directors for extending their support during his chairmanship 

and to the international and regional organizations for strengthening their collaboration with SEAFDEC. 

His Remarks appears as Annex 2. 

 

5. The Director of Department of Fisheries of Brunei Darussalam, Mr. Abdul Halidi bin Mohd. 

Salleh thanked the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism, Dr. Haji 

Abdul Manaf bin Haji Metussin for gracing the inaugural ceremony of the Forty-ninth Meeting of the 

SEAFDEC Council and the launching of the electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme for Brunei 

Darussalam. He expressed the appreciation to the participants for their presence considering that 

substantial issues would be discussed, especially the policy considerations on the tools and measures for 
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combating IUU fishing in the region pursuant to the adoption of Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on 

Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish 

and Fishery Products. He added that an important aspect to be discussed during the Meeting is the 

development of Concept Proposal Towards the Development of the ASEAN Common Policy in response 

to the encouragement made during the 38
th
 Meeting of ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry 

(AMAF). He looked forward to having active deliberations on the issues and coming up with consensus 

on various issues that would help the countries in developing and managing their respective fishery 

resources in a sustainable manner. His Welcome Address appears as Annex 3. 

 

6. The Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism, Dr. Haji Abdul 

Manaf bin Haji Metussin on behalf of the Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism and the 

Government of Brunei Darussalam, welcomed the SEAFDEC Council Directors and their delegations as 

well as the other honored guests to Brunei Darussalam. He recalled that this is the third time for Brunei 

Darussalam to host the SEAFDEC Council Meeting since it became a Member of SEAFDEC. While 

commending SEAFDEC for its efforts in strengthening regional cooperation for the promotion of 

sustainable fisheries in the region, he also recognized the significant achievements of SEAFDEC 

especially in facilitating the development of the Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional 

Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery 

Products which was adopted during the ASEAN-SEAFDEC High-level Consultation in August 2016 in 

Bangkok, Thailand. He also mentioned that the Joint Declaration was addressed during the ASEAN 

Summit in September 2016 in Vientiane, Lao PDR, where the ASEAN Member States had been 

encouraged to implement the Joint Declaration and to indicate such intentions during the 38
th
 Meeting of 

the AMAF in October 2016 in Singapore. He added that the 38
th
 AMAF specifically encouraged the 

AMSs to also consider developing the ñASEAN Common Fisheries Policyò to strengthen collective 

efforts towards sustainable and responsible fisheries, and food security in ASEAN region.  

 

7. The Permanent Secretary also emphasized that improving traceability of marine capture fisheries 

is one of the big challenges faced by many countries in the ASEAN region as it requires strengthening of 

effective fisheries management framework as well as Monitoring, Control and Surveillances (MCS). 

Nonetheless, he believed that improving traceability could be attained through the implementation of the 

electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (eACDS) developed by SEAFDEC as it would enhance 

countriesô performance in fisheries management while preventing the entry of fish and fishery products 

from IUU fishing activities into the supply chain. He then expressed appreciation to SEAFDEC as well as 

the Government of Japan through its Japanese Trust Fund and the Government of Sweden for developing 

and supporting the training on eACDS in Brunei Darussalam as a pilot site. 

 

8. While noting that SEAFDEC would be celebrating its 50
th
 Anniversary in December 2017, the 

Permanent Secretary also commended SEAFDEC for its achievements through the years, specifically in 

carrying out its mandate to develop and manage the fisheries potentials of the region by rational utilization 

of the resources for food security and safety to the people and alleviating poverty through transfer of new 

technologies and resource information dissemination activities. After expressing the hope for the Meeting 

to have fruitful discussions and to come up with outputs for the benefit of the Member Countries, he also 

launched the eACDS and then declared the Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council open. His 

Opening Speech appears as Annex 4. 

 

I . PROCEDURAL MATTERS  

 

1.1 Opening of the Meeting 

 

9. The Council Director for Viet Nam and Chairperson of SEAFDEC Council for 2016-2017, Dr. 
Tran Dinh Luan welcomed the participants to the Meeting. He expressed his gratitude to SEAFDEC for 

the support extended to the Council Director for Viet Nam during the term of his chairmanship. 

 

1.2 Election of the Chairperson for the Year 2017-2018 

 

10. The SEAFDEC Council unanimously elected the Council Director for Brunei Darussalam, Mr. 

Abdul Halidi Bin Mohd. Salleh as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for the Year 2017-2018, in 
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accordance with Article 5, Paragraph 4 of the Agreement Establishing SEAFDEC. While expressing his 

gratitude to the Council Directors for the confidence given him to serve as the Chairperson of the 

SEAFDEC Council for the Year 2017-2018, the Council Director for Brunei Darussalam sought the 

continued support of the other Council Directors as well as that from the collaborating organizations 

during his duty as the Chairperson of the Council.  

 

1.3 Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangement for the Meeting 

 

11. The Council adopted the Agenda of the Meeting, which appears as Annex 5. 

 

II . REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL  

 

12. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC congratulated the Council Director for Brunei Darussalam, 

Mr. Abdul Halidi Bin Mohd. Salleh for his election as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for the 

Year 2017-2018. He also congratulated Dr. Tran Dinh Luan on his appointment as the new SEAFDEC 

Council Director for Viet Nam. He expressed the appreciation of SEAFDEC to the Outgoing Chairperson 

of the Council of Directors for the guidance extended during the past year, which appropriately directed 

SEAFDEC towards addressing the priorities and requirements of the Member Countries.  

 

13. Taking into consideration the request of the Secretary-General, the Council approved the 

appointment of Dr. Kenji Taki as Deputy Chief of MFRDMD succeeding Dr. Osamu Abe starting 1 April 

2017 as proposed by the Government of Japan. The Council also recognized and acknowledged the 

appointment of Mr. Rikfy Effendi Hardijanto as the new Council Director for Indonesia.  

 

14. In presenting the Draft SEAFDEC Annual Report for 2016, the SEAFDEC Secretary-General 

focused on the major achievements of the activities carried out in 2016 in accordance with the SEAFDEC 

mandate, which had been categorized by SEAFDEC Program Thrusts adopted in 2009, and taking into 

consideration the requirements and priorities of the Member Countries. After the discussion, the Council 

provided recommendations to improve the future activities of SEAFDEC as well as on the ways of 

reporting SEAFDEC activities in future Annual Reports. 

 

15. During the discussion, the Council Director for Myanmar expressed his appreciation to 

SEAFDEC for the programs and activities it had undertaken in 2016, particularly those that are relevant to 

the promotion of sustainable fisheries development for food security in Southeast Asia and the technical 

support that SEAFDEC had extended to regional fisheries development in various aspects as well as in 

responding to the impacts of climate change. While commending AQD for establishing the the 

SEAFDEC/AQD Institutional Repository (SAIR) as it helps in the dissemination of fisheries information, 

especially those that emanate from SEAFDEC programs and activities, he sought clarification on the form 

of accessibility of SAIR. In this connection, he was informed that SAIR could be freely accessed by the 

public. 

 

16. The Council Director for Thailand also commended SEAFDEC for its works and services 

rendered during the past year. While expressing the view that reporting of the Annual Report is rather 

made concise, he suggested that SEAFDEC should provide more detailed elaborations in presenting its 

Annual Report in the future. He also shared the same view as that of the Council Director for Myanmar 

that the establishment of SAIR is beneficial to the countries in the region as it facilitates sharing of 

aquaculture information. In this regard, he encouraged the other Departments to also make the results of 

their fisheries works more accessible through the homepage.  

 

17. In connection with the views expressed by the Council Directors for Myanmar and Thailand, the 

SEAFDEC Secretary-General explained that the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments are in the 

process of establishing their respective institutional repositories which could be linked together. Such 

system could help enhance wider dissemination of the results of the programs and activities of SEAFDEC 

to the target audience and the visibility of SEAFDEC. 

  

18. While expressing the appreciation to SEAFDEC for the activities undertaken in 2016, the Council 

Director for Indonesia congratulated SEAFDEC for the successful conduct of the High-level Consultation 
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in August 2016 that led to the adoption of the Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional 

Cooperation for Combating Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing and Enhancing the 

Competitiveness of ASEAN  Fish and Fishery Products. He also recommended that there should be follow-

up actions to the results of the High-level Consultation and to promote the implementation of the Joint 
ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration.   

 

19. While noting the recommendation of the Council Director for Viet Nam on the possible 

translation of information produced by SEAFDEC into national languages of the region for wider usage, 

the Council however suggested that the respective Member Countries could consider translating the 

publications of SEAFDEC into their respective national languages as appropriate.  

  

20. The Council Director for Malaysia congratulated SEAFDEC for the comprehensive report on its 

programs and activities in 2016. Nevertheless, he suggested that SEAFDEC should consider expanding 

the contents of the Annual Report with more details as well as that of the presentations made during 

Council Meetings in the future. 

 

21. While congratulating SEAFDEC for conducting many activities during the year, the Council 

Director for Brunei Darussalam extended the apology for the inability of Brunei Darussalam to participate 

in some events of SEAFDEC due to its limited number of officials and staff. However, he assured 

SEAFDEC and the Council that Brunei Darussalam would continue to support the implementation of the 

programs and activities of SEAFDEC. 

 

22. After providing their views and comments on the activities of SEAFDEC, the Council approved 

the Draft SEAFDEC Annual Report 2016 for publication and dissemination to the Member Countries, 

relevant organizations and the public. However, the Council also encouraged SEAFDEC to consider the 

comments and suggestions made at this Council Meeting during the planning and implementation of 

SEAFDEC programs and activities in the future. 

  

III . NOTES OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE SEAFDEC PROGRAM  

COMMITTEE ON THE RESULTS OF THE THIRTY -NINT H MEETING  

 

23. The Council took note of the results of the Thirty-ninth Meeting of the Program Committee 

(39PCM) of SEAFDEC (Annex 6) convened in Yogyakarta, Indonesia on 28-30 November 2016 as 

presented by the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC in his capacity as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC 

Program Committee. The Council also provided comments and suggestions for the improvement of the 

programs and activities of SEAFDEC in the future. 

 

24. The Council also took note of the agreement made during the Working Group Meeting for 

Follow-up Activities on Joint Program on Tuna Research in Sulu and Sulawesi Seas held in March 2017 

in Bangkok, Thailand, where the participating countries, namely: Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines, 

agreed to continue the current cooperative framework with Japan providing resource persons and technical 

assistance. 

 

25. With regards to the project on the ñApplication of Fish Passage Design Principles to Enhance 
Sustainability of Inland Fishery Resources in the Southeast Asian Regionò supported by the Australian 

Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR), the Council Director for Thailand informed the 

Council that ACIAR agreed to extend its assistance to the project until the end of December 2017. In this 

connection, he requested that the fish passage facility constructed at the TD premises be maintained 

beyond December 2017 to enable the project to carry out more experimental trials on migration of 

indigenous fish species with technical assistance and involvement of researchers from the Department of 

Fisheries of Thailand. While agreeing with the suggestion made by the Council Director for Thailand, the 

SEAFDEC Secretary-General suggested that researchers from IFRDMD should also be involved in the 

conduct of the experimental trials.  

 

26. In expressing his support to the recommendations of the Council Director for Thailand, the 

Council Director for Myanmar also explained that the project is beneficial for many countries in the region 

as it could mitigate the impacts of various obstacles being installed in inland aquatic ecosystems and 
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resources. He then suggested that the results of the project should be shared with the other countries in the 

region. 

 

27. The Council Director for Viet Nam expressed the appreciation to the SEAFDEC Program 

Committee for the successful outputs of the 39PCM, particularly the considerations made by the PCM on 

the progress of works of SEAFDEC in 2016 and the activities proposed for 2017. In this connection and 

considering that some coastal provinces of Viet Nam have promulgated a policy to stop trawl fisheries and 

there is a need to rehabilitate the trawl fishing grounds, SEAFDEC was requested to provide technical 

support to Viet Nam through the project on ñPromotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources Enhancement 
Measures in Critical Habitats/Fishing Grounds in Southeast Asiaò. While noting such request, the 

Secretary-General explained that this concern would be discussed further with the Council Director for 

Viet Nam. 

 

28. The Council Director for Cambodia also congratulated SEAFDEC on the results of the 39PCM 

and informed the Meeting that due to certain circumstances beyond their control, Cambodia was unable to 

participate in the 39PCM. In this connection, SEAFDEC was requested to continue the project on ñHuman 

Resources Development (HRD) for Sustainable Fisheries,ò particularly for Cambodia to continue serving 

as pilot site for implementation of the Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM). In 

addition, SEAFDEC was requested to consider the participation of Cambodia in the training sessions 

organized under the project on ñEnhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood and 

Costal Resources Management.ò However, it was clarified that this latter project which is supported by 

the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) has its specific focus on the Muslim communities in target 

countries, namely: Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia and Malaysia. 

 

29. The Council Director for Cambodia also requested that Cambodia be included in the training 

courses under the project on ñChemical and Drug Residue in Fish and Fish Products in Southeast Asia ï 

Biotoxins and HABs in the ASEAN Region,ò as well as on capacity building in aquaculture of shellfish and 

scallops, and the project on ñGIS and remote sensing technologies to facilitate monitoring of resources 

and supporting activities.ò In this connection, the Council was informed that Cambodia has already sent 

their official requests to SEAFDEC for consideration. 

   

30. While endorsing the report of the 39PCM, the Council Director for Indonesia informed the 

Council that Indonesia has issued a regulation banning the catch and export of wild juvenile and berried 

crabs, as well as lobster seeds and glass eels. However, as illegal trading of these products is still 

occurring in the region, he suggested that a regional cooperation be established among the countries to 

address this important issue.  

 

IV . NOTE OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE GROUP (FCG) 

OF THE ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (ASSP) ON THE RESULTS OF THE 

NINETEENTH MEETING  

 

31. The Council noted and endorsed the results and recommendations of the Nineteenth Meeting of 

the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP) which was 

held from 1 to 2 December 2016 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia (Annex 7) as presented by Mr. Nestor 
Domenden, on behalf of the ASEAN Co-chair for the FCG/ASSP Meeting (19FCG/ASSP). The Council 

also provided recommendations for the improvement of the projects under the FCG/ASSP mechanism. 

 

32. During the discussion, the Council Director for Viet Nam sought clarification on the decision to 

drop in the Agenda of the FCG/ASSP Meetings, those policy documents that had already been endorsed 

under the ASEAN mechanism. In this regard, it was clarified that since such policy documents had already 

been endorsed, the FCG/ASSP meetings could henceforth focus on issues that require immediate 

consideration. For example, the Guidelines on Traceability System on Aquaculture Products in the ASEAN 
Region which was already been endorsed by the SOM, should no longer be reported to the FCG/ASSP 

Meetings. Nevertheless, the SEAFDEC Secretariat would consider maintaining the Agenda if there are 

still issues that require discussion among the AMSs. 
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33. As it was noted that ASEAN Secretariat was not present at the 19FCG/ASSP, the Council 

requested SEAFDEC Secretariat to check the availability of the ASEAN Secretariat before fixing the date 

of FCG/ASSP Meetings, to ensure their participation in the discussions on the ASEAN-SEAFDEC 

collaborative activities during the FCG/ASSP Meetings.  

 

V. POLICY CONSIDERATION ON IMPORTANT ISSUES  

 

5.1 Issues on Combating IUU Fishing 
 

5.1.1 ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU 

Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain 

 

34. The Council took note of the progress of the implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines for 

Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain 

(Annex 8) in the region which was presented by the representative from MFRDMD. The Council was 

informed that after the endorsement of this Guidelines by the AMAF in 2015, MFRDMD has been 

undertaking activities to promote the implementation of the Guidelines by the AMSs. Through recent 

discussions with the AMSs, recommendations were made on the possible actions to support the 

implementation of the Guidelines. The Council was also informed that MFRDMD would organize a 

Regional Technical Consultation during the fourth quarter of 2017 to further discuss on the possible 

actions to support the implementation of the Guidelines and the progress of its implementation in the 

AMSs.  

 

35. During the discussion, the Council Director for Indonesia expressed the view that since the 

Guidelines had already been adopted by the AMAF as ASEAN Guidelines, it is necessary that the AMSs 

implement the Guidelines. However, he suggested that SEAFDEC could consider supporting the AMSs 

through the establishment of pilot sites for testing the implementation of the Guidelines. While also noting 

that the Guidelines provides a broad framework and is supported by various tools for combating IUU 

fishing, e.g. RFVR, ACDS, PSMA, etc., he also suggested that SEAFDEC could organize a meeting to 

discuss the Guidelines together with the relevant tools to come up with a clear picture on the regional 

initiatives in combating IUU fishing. 

 

36. The Council Director for Cambodia supported the suggestion of Indonesia to promote the 

implementation of the Guidelines through pilot sites. He added that there are several regional guidelines 

that need to be implemented and several activities should be undertaken to comply with the requirements 

for combating IUU fishing, and that each country needs to give clear message to its relevant stakeholders 

to make them aware of the issues. He then suggested that SEAFDEC could conduct further discussions 

with the AMSs to assess the status of implementation of the Guidelines, and identify the countries that are 

really in need of assistance to address problems on IUU fishing, e.g. Cambodia as the country received a 

ñred cardò from the EU. 

 

37. In responding to the suggestions of Indonesia and Cambodia, the representative from MFRDMD 

informed the Council that the matter on identification of pilot sites for the implementation of the 

Guidelines would be discussed during the next Technical Consultation proposed to be organized in 2017. 

The Secretary-General also expressed the concern that the Guidelines are very broad in nature and could 

affect its implementation which may require regional cooperation rather than implementation using  pilot 

sites. 

 

38. The Council Director for Thailand recalled the discussion made during the 39PCM where the 

Program Committee Member for Indonesia expressed the view that the Guidelines might not be fully 

implemented by the AMSs as it is voluntary, and suggested on possibility for this to be mandatory. As it 

was also suggested during the 39PCM that this matter should be raised for discussion during the next 

Meeting of the ASWGFi in 2017, the Council agreed that this matter would be proposed for discussion 

during the ASWGFi and suggested that SEAFDEC should coordinate with the ASEAN to ensure that this 

concern is addressed within the ASWGFi.  
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39. The Council Director for Viet Nam expressed the view that by the nature of the Guidelines, 

several tools for combating IUU fishing could be covered, most of which have already been implemented 

or are still in the process of implementation, such as RFVR, cooperation on PSM, and ACDS. In this 

regard, SEAFDEC was asked to take also into consideration the other issues within the value chain to 

prevent the entry of IUU products into the supply chain. In response, the SEAFDEC Secretary-General 

mentioned that this concern would also be initially discussed during the forthcoming Regional Technical 

Consultation. 

 

5.1.2 Regional Fishing Vessels Record 
 

40. The Council was informed by TD on the progress of implementation of the Regional Fishing 

Vessels Record (RFVR) for vessels 24 meters in length and over, and on the need to update the data from 

the AMSs in the RFVR Database (Annex 9). The Council also noted the plan of TD to organize the ñmid-

term evaluation of implementation of RFVR 24-metersò in 2017, where the possibility of compiling the 

RFVR for vessels below 24 meters would be explored.  

 

41. During the ensuing discussion, the Secretary-General encouraged the AMSs who have not yet 

sent their updated data to the RFVR Database to provide such data soonest in order that the Database 

would be completed and could be shared with other organizations for the purpose of combating IUU 

fishing. Nonetheless, the latter would require thorough discussion which could also be made during the 

planned meeting for the mid-term evaluation of the RFVR. 

 

42. The Council Director for Viet Nam also informed the Council that as the unit used in the 

registration and licensing of fishing vessels in Viet Nam is different from that of the RFVR, conversion 

has been applied to comply with the requirements of RFVR.   

 

43. The Council Director for Indonesia informed the Council that during the past few years Indonesia 

has been very serious about combating IUU fishing. In this connection, the country has been taking 

rigorous actions on vessels that are engaged in IUU fishing, e.g. illegal and double flagged vessels. He 

therefore inquired whether the data in the RFVR Database could be considered as official data of the 

AMSs, and that vessels not listed in the Database should be considered as illegal fishing vessels. Some 

Member Countries confirmed that the submitted data is official, but may not cover all registered vessels in 

respective countries. After discussion, the Council agreed that vessels which are not listed in the existing 

RFVR Database may not necessarily be considered as illegal fishing vessels. 

 

44. The Council Director for Thailand also informed the Council that Thailand has implemented a 

process of issuing licenses to its fishing vessels on biennial basis, and would be able to submit the updated 

data for the RFVR Database in April 2017. He also recalled the previous discussion on the establishment 

of the RFVR that the Database should be considered confidential among the AMSs. However, considering 

that the list of vessels in the Database is a ñwhite list,ò he urged the Council to provide clear directive to 

SEAFDEC so that the RFVR Database could be made accessible to the public. He also recalled the 

previous discussion on the possibility for the RFVR to also cover fishing vessels below 24 meters in 

length. In this regard, the Council decided that the data in the RFVR should be kept confidential and 

requested that the development of RFVR for vessels below 24 meters in length should be deferred until 

the RFVR for vessels 24 meters in length and over is considered complete. 

 

5.1.3 ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme 
 

45. The Council took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC on the development of the Concept of 

ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) for Marine Capture Fisheries (Annex 10), and the 

development of eACDS for pilot testing in Brunei Darussalam. The Council was informed that after the 

launching of eACDS at this 49
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, SEAFDEC would organize a meeting 

and training for relevant stakeholders on the use of the eACDS. This would be followed by monitoring 

and evaluation, improvement of the eACDS, introduction of improved system to other AMSs upon 

request, and reporting of the progress of implementation to the 50
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in 

2018.  
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46. While expressing the appreciation for the good progress made by SEAFDEC in implementing this 

initiative, the Council Director for Singapore asked whether the AMSs would maintain their own eACDS, 

and if so, whether the AMSs could make changes to their own eACDS and how would the eACDS of the 

respective countries be linked for electronic transfer of catch documents (i.e. how would the exporting 

countries catch documents be passed on to the importing countries electronically). The Council Director 

for Singapore also asked how the USAID-Oceans CDT system ties in relation with the eACDS. In 

response, SEAFDEC informed the Council that it would transfer the eACDS to individual countries so 

that this could be owned and maintained by the respective countries. However, on the use of the eACDS 

for trading of products across the AMSs, this process would still be explored during the development stage 

of the eACDS. In principle, the system would be electronic, except for fishing vessels that do not have any 

satellite or other means of communication systems on board. In this case, the fishers could go fishing with 

the initial Catch Declaration (CD) document and report back the weight of catch and species on paper-

based CD. It was also clarified that SEAFDEC would conduct a baseline survey in requesting AMSs to 

check on the required link between the existing system in the AMSs and the eACDS before any 

modification of the SEAFDEC system is carried out. Moreover, it was also clarified that the USAID-

Oceans CDT system covers traceability from sea to table, and the key data elements (KDEs) for the catch 

documentation and traceability (CDT) cover domestic logistics/transportation and consumersô 

information, while the eACDS only covers traceability from sea to processors before exportation, but the 

consumers could trace the fish products back through the QR Code.  

 
47. The Council Director for Japan made an observation that several parts of the eACDS could be 

overlapping with the CDT developed by USAID-Oceans and those undertaken by the SEAFDEC-Sweden 

Project. He therefore requested SEAFDEC to provide, during the next Program Committee Meeting, the 

whole picture of the operation including the demarcations of the development by the Japanese Trust Fund 

(JTF), SEAFDEC-Sweden Project, and USAID, the final target of the operation including the timeframe. 

Nonetheless, it was clarified that there is no overlapping between the eACDS with other initiatives as they 

are rather supportive to each other. While the USAID-Oceans CDT focuses specifically at the tuna landing 

sites in Bitung (Indonesia) and General Santos (Philippines), the eACDS is a parallel initiative for the 

other Member Countries that need to improve their traceability systems. 

 

48. In terms of funding, while the USAID-Oceans could extend support to non-pilot sites in the 

Member Countries in terms of capacity building and observation visits, the lessons learned from the pilot 

testing activities either from the USAID-Oceans CDT or SEAFDEC eACDS in Brunei Darussalam, 

SEAFDEC (through JTF and Sweden) could consider providing other required support to pilot test and/or 

implement the eACDS which requires modification from the Brunei Darussalam system to other AMSs, 

translation of the system in local languages (particularly the Catch Declaration and Movement Document), 

and training of concerned stakeholders. However, different funds could also be allocated to different 

countries in order to avoid duplication of efforts and ensure that benefits are gained by all Member 

Countries. 

 

49. The Council Director for Viet Nam expressed the concern that there are several Catch 

Documentation Schemes required by EU or RFMOs, and CDS is only one of the tools for traceability. 

Thus, SEAFDEC was asked to consider looking into the whole scope of the traceability system. In 

response, SEAFDEC could introduce the eACDS to Viet Nam and other AMSs based on request, for the 

countries to better understand the scope of the traceability system (similar to the concept of eACDS 

introduced by SEAFDEC to Malaysia in March 2017.)  

 

50. The Council Director for Myanmar raised the concern that eACDS is a port-based system, and 

that there should also be measures that would control transshipment at sea. In response, it was clarified 

that the document for transshipment at sea can be included in the catch declaration form of fishing vessels. 

However, since the eACDS focuses on the catch in EEZs of the AMSs, therefore transshipment document 

is not required at the moment. 

 

51. While taking note of the progress in the implementation of eACDS, the Council Director for 

Malaysia requested SEAFDEC to work closely with the CDT development process under the USAID-

Oceans. It is expected that both system would eventually complement and not overlap with each other. In 
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this regard, it was reiterated that while the CDT system traces the products from catch to table, the eACDS 

traces the products until exportation only. 

 

52. On the workplan of the eACDS proposed by the SEAFDEC Secretariat after launching of the 

eACDS, the Council Director for Indonesia viewed that the process of improving the eACDS and 

introduction of improved system to other AMSs should be done after completion of the pilot testing in 

Brunei Darussalam. 

 

5.1.4 Regional Cooperation to Support the Implementation of the Port State Measures in 

ASEAN Region 

 

53. The Council took note of the progress on the Regional Cooperation to Support the 

Implementation of the Port State Measures (PSM) through Harmonization and the Support for 

Implementation of the PSM in ASEAN Region (Annex 11) as presented by the representative from TD, 

including the recommendations raised during the Workshop on Regional Cooperation for Implementation 

of Port State Measures to Improve Fisheries Management and Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia in 

November 2016. 

  

54. During the discussion, the Council Director for Malaysia suggested that SEAFDEC could 

consider conducting a follow-up Consultation to address the consolidated actions and needs for regional 

cooperation to support the implementation of port State measures (PSM) by the AMSs as identified during 

the Workshop. He also informed the Council that Malaysia has already established two tiered national-

level committees to combat IUU fishing, i.e. steering committee and technical committee, with multi-

agency involvement and with the main tasks of studying the gaps in the implementation of PSM. 

  
55. In response to the query of the Council Director for Indonesia on whether Regional Guidelines for 

implementation of PSM would be developed, it was clarified that in the recommendations for cooperation 

during the Workshop, the intention is only to provide the AMSs with better cooperation through 

harmonization process to support the implementation of PSM for foreign vessels from among the AMSs 

but not meant to come up with Regional Guidelines. With regards to capacity building activities, the 

Council was informed that a number of training programs have been planned for 2017-2019 both at 

regional or national levels, and that SEAFDEC has agreed to seek cooperation from other agencies, 

particularly FAO, USAID and NOAA to support the conduct of such capacity building activities.  

 
5.1.5 Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity   

 

56. The Council took note of the endorsement of the Regional Plan of Action for Management of 

Fishing Capacity by the 38
th
 AMAF in 2016, which also supported the implementation of the RPOA-

Capacity by the AMSs (Annex 12).  

 

57. While expressing full support to the RPOA-Capacity, the Council Director for Japan also agreed 

that fisheries subsidies that lead to overfishing and over-capacity should be managed. He informed the 

Meeting that during the WTO Doha Round Negotiation Group on Rules, discussion was made regarding 

fisheries subsidies that contribute to overfishing and over-capacity. Nevertheless, as there was divergent 

views among Members during the Doha Round, conclusion could not be reached on the kinds of subsidies 

that should be prohibited. He then informed the Council that since most delegates attending the WTO 

discussions are from diplomatic background with limited expertise on fisheries, policies that are discussed 

during such fora could possibly result in drastic impacts to the fisheries of the AMSs. He therefore 

encouraged the AMSs to send representatives with fisheries background to attend the WTO discussions or 

establish close and strong coordination with the delegates attending the said discussions.  

 

5.2 Other Emerging Issues 

 

5.2.1 CITES Issues: Regional Common/Coordinated Position 

 

58. The Council was informed by the representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat on the Results of the 

CITES COP-17 and the discussions on future direction in addressing CITES issues (Annex 13). 
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59. On the request of the Council Director for Myanmar for information on the development of Non-

Detriment Findings (NDF) document for species listed under the CITES Appendices, the Council 

suggested that since Malaysia and Indonesia have been implementing activities in 2016 for the 

development of NDF documents for sharks and rays, and Thailand for sea horses, these countries could 

consider sharing their experiences and the lessons learned in the development of NDF documents with the 

other AMSs in the near future. 

 

60. On the proposal to establish the Technical Fisheries Working Group to work with the ASEAN 

Expert Group on CITES (AEG-CITES) on matters related to commercially-exploited aquatic species, the 

Council Director for Malaysia supported in principle the initiative, but emphasized that this should not 

create any financial implications to the Member Countries. Furthermore, he suggested that the working 

mechanism and the Terms of Reference of the Working Group should be clearly developed, and requested 

SEAFDEC to consult and collaborate with other regional/international organizations regarding this 

concern before the 18
th 

Conference of the Parties to CITES to be held in Sri Lanka in 2019. The Council 

Director for Japan added that in setting up of such Working Group within SEAFDEC to deal with CITES 

matters, it should be assured that the Working Group would be recognized under the ASEAN mechanism 

and also for SEAFDEC to work in coordination with the AEG-CITES. 

 

61. The Council Director for Viet Nam expressed the view that coordination between SEAFDEC and 

ASWGFi on CITES matters is not very well undertaken, considering that the AEG-CITES is under the 

agricultural mechanism and not concerned with fisheries. SEAFDEC was therefore encouraged to develop 

a direct mechanism that would allow SEAFDEC to work closely under the ASWGFi on CITES issues in 

the future. 

 

62. On the query of the Council Director for Brunei Darussalam regarding the availability of animal 

committee under the AEG-CITES, the Council Director for Indonesia shared the information that there are 

two CITES authorities in some AMSs, which are the Management Authority and Scientific Authority. 

During the national discussions on CITES requirements, it is necessary that the countries should have data 

to support the relevant discussions, and the Scientific Authority of each AMS should be involved in 

developing the common position among the AMSs based on available scientific evidence. 

 

63. After the discussion and deliberation, the Council requested SEAFDEC to consult with the 

ASEAN Secretariat on the possibility of setting-up the Technical Fisheries Working Group to work 

closely with the AEG-CITES in developing regional common/coordinated positions to be presented at 

CITES fora, as well as on the appropriate working mechanism and TOR of such Working Group. 

 

5.2.2 Labor Aspects: ASEAN Guidelines on Implementation of Labor Standards for the 

Fisheries Sector 

 

64. The Council was informed by the SEAFDEC Secretariat on the proposal to develop the ASEAN 

Guidelines on Implementation of Labor Standards for the Fisheries Sector (Annex 14), based on the 

presentation made by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 

 

65. During the discussion, the Council Director for Singapore reiterated that as explained during the 

Forty-eighth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in 2016, fisheries platforms such as SEAFDEC or the 

ASWGFi may not be the most appropriate platform to address labor issues. She explained that labor issues 

are better addressed at more appropriate platforms such as the ASEAN Committee on the Implementation 

of the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers (ACMW), 

a sub-sectoral group under the ASEAN Senior Labour Officials Meeting (SLOM) that has policy expertise 

and resource persons to address issues related to migrant workers. In this regard, SEAFDEC was again 

requested to discuss this issue thoroughly with the ASEAN Secretariat. 

 

66. In this connection, the Council was informed that SEAFDEC will continue to consult with the 

ASEAN Secretariat to explore the appropriate platform that could deal with the issue on labor in fisheries. 

The Council was also informed that the SEAFDEC Secretariat plans to consult with FAO and ILO in 

identifying the issues for future collaboration, and would consult the SEAFDEC Council on the progress 

of such consultations. The SEAFDEC Secretariat also proposed two possible options to deal with the issue 
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on labor in fisheries, the first of which is to adopt a more comprehensive approach in developing the 

necessary Guidelines and Standards, and the second is through a more pragmatic approach by coming up 

with Good Labor Practices and would take these proposals into consideration during its future discussions 

with FAO and ILO. 

 

67. In response to the request of the Council Director for Myanmar for clarification on the linkage 

between the issue on labor in the fishery sectors with the ASEAN Charter, it was clarified that beside the 

ASEAN Charter, this issue is also closely linked with the three ASEAN Blueprints, namely: the Economic 

Community Blueprint; Socio-Cultural Community Blueprint; and Political-Security Community 

Blueprint. 

 
5.2.3 New US Seafood Traceability Programs 
 

68. The representative from NOAA Fisheries, Office of International Affairs and Seafood Inspection 

provided information on the new US Seafood Traceability Programs, including the US Marine Mammal 

Protection Act (MMPA) and the US Seafood Import Monitoring Program (Annex 15). The Council was 

also informed that the MMPA, which bans the export to the US of fish and fish products caught in 

commercial fisheries that are involved in the accidental killing or serious injury of marine mammals in 

excess of US standards, has been put into effect starting 1 January 2017. However, the MMPA provides 5-

year exemption period for exporting countries to give them time to fulfill the specific requirements. In 

supporting the countries to achieve comparability findings as required by the MMPA, the Council was 

informed that the US would be willing to provide technical advice to countries to enable them to comply 

with these import monitoring programs through dialogue and bilateral communications. 

 

69. During the discussion, the Council Director for Viet Nam requested information on the 

appropriate timeline for the countries to submit the ñList of Foreign Fisheries.ò In response, the 

representative from NOAA Fisheries clarified that this should be provided the soonest possible starting 1 

April 2017. Nevertheless, additional information could also be provided after the prescribed timeline.  

 

70. The Council noted that with regards to the U.S. Seafood Import Monitoring Program which aims 

to ensure that seafood entering the US are not derived from IUU fishing or subjected to seafood fraud, 

seafood importers are required to submit information about the harvest of fish and to keep records  from 

the point of harvest to the point of entry into the U.S. With respect to harvest information, provision for 

a simplified reporting system is indicated for small-scale fisheries operators. The US also announced that 

compliance to this new regulation would start on 1 January 2018 for the identified 13 priority species that 

are most at risk of IUU fishing and seafood fraud, except for shrimp and abalone which would be placed 

in the later phase of implementation. 

 

71. The Council Director for Viet Nam inquired whether the current traceability system of Viet Nam 

without adding more items of information to fulfill the US requirement, could be used or this would have 

to be replaced with another system under these new US rules. In response, the representative from NOAA 

Fisheries explained that the existing traceability systems, either electronic or paper-based, for example the 

eACDS that is being piloted could be used to supply the information as long as the required data elements 

in the US rules are provided in such traceability systems. 

  

72. With regard to the query of the Council Director for Indonesia on the type of aquaculture 

products that are subject to the MMPA import rules, the representative from NOAA Fisheries replied 

that the program applies to the aquaculture products that are shipped to the U.S. market, not the feed 

inputs to those products. If there is a concern about incidental mortality and serious injury to marine 

mammals to those fisheries that produce the aquaculture feeds, the program would apply to direct export 

of  those aquaculture feeds to the U.S. market. Product that are derived from marine aquaculture activities 

that have interactions with marine mammals are subject to the import monitoring program, and regulations 

for such aquaculture activities cannot authorize direct killing of the mammals. 

 

73. On the query made by the Council Director for Myanmar on how to monitor and control seafood 
fraud problems caused by the differences between the product and its label, the representative from 

NOAA Fisheries explained that the Seafood Import Monitoring Program would not address the problem of 
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misrepresentation of products being traded in the U.S. market after the import has occurred. Post-import 

issues of seafood fraud will be addressed by other consumer protection programs after the product enters 

the U.S. market.  

 
5.2.4 CCAMLR NCP Engagement Strategy 

 

74. The Council was informed by the SEAFDEC Secretariat on the Engagement Strategy of the 

Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR) in seeking 

cooperation from Non-Contracting Party (NCP) to implement Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS) for 

Dissostichus spp. (Patagonian toothfish and Antarctic toothfish) as shown in Annex 16. This is meant to 

ensure that fish and fishery products subjected to management by CCAMLR that enter into the supply 

chain of the AMSs are appropriately monitored. This is also part of the efforts of CCAMLR to eliminate 

IUU fishing in the Southeast Asian region. 

 

75. The Council Director for Singapore shared the view that as a non-contracting party with 

CCAMLR, Singapore is cooperating with CCAMLR by monitoring toothfish trade through limited access 

using the e-CDS. Singapore has found its engagement with CCAMLR beneficial to monitor and ensure the 

legality of toothfish trade in Singapore, and has also learnt from CCAMLR how they implement their 

Catch Documentation Scheme.  

 

76. The Council took note of the emerging issues on CCAMLR NCP Engagement Strategy 

considering that some countries in the region such as Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, 

and Viet Nam have been identified through the CDS as receiving imports of toothfish from CCAMLR 

Contracting Parties, and that ports in Indonesia, Thailand, Viet Nam, and Malaysia have been used by 

CCAMLR IUU-listed vessels. For such reason, CCAMLR encouraged the relevant AMSs to cooperate 

with CCAMLR by voluntarily implementing the CDS. In this connection, the Council Director for Brunei 

Darussalam informed the Council that the country will take note of the requirements of CCAMLR. 

 

5.2.5 Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and 

Sustainably Use the Oceans, Seas and Marine Resources for Sustainable Development 

 

77. The representative from SEAFDEC-UNEP/GEF Project, Mr. Christopher Paterson informed the 

Council on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with particular focus on SDG 14: conserve and 

sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development (Annex 17). He 

mentioned that although SDG 14 has direct linkages with fishery resources, there are also other Goals, 

particularly SDG 1, 2, 5, 8, 12, and 13 that are relevant to the fisheries sector. He also drew the attention 

of the Council on the close linkages of the current activities of SEAFDEC with the SDGs, and that there 

has been increasing expectations for organizations such as SEAFDEC to report its results in the context of 

the SDGs and their targets and related indicators. 

  

78. Moreover, the representative from FAO informed the Council that FAO has been working with 

other regions on the indicators of the SDGs. He added that FAO is one of the custodians for SDG 14b, and 

is in the process of aligning this with the questionnaire on monitoring the implementation of the Code of 

Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF). He explained that FAO could provide support to SEAFDEC 

for monitoring its activities in relation to the SDG 14. 

  

79. The representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat conveyed to the Council the information from the 

Swedish Embassy in Bangkok, Thailand regarding the Oceans Conference scheduled on 5-9 June 2017 in 

New York, and that Sweden would co-chair this Conference. In this connection, the SEAFDEC Member 

Countries are encouraged to share information to the Conference on their activities related to ñlife below 

water.ò 

  

80. An observation was made by the Council Director for Indonesia that although SEAFDEC could 

link various scopes of its work with each target in the SDG 14, the real contribution of SEAFDEC to SDG 

14 could be achieved through the actual results of the implementation of projects and activities otherwise 

the contribution of SEAFDEC would appear only in papers. 
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81. While agreeing with the said observation, Mr. Christopher Paterson explained that alignment of 

SEAFDEC activities with SDG 14 could be the first step, while further activities would be developed and 

undertaken to enhance the contribution of SEAFDEC to the SDG 14. He also suggested that a ñresults 

tracking frameworkò could be developed to facilitate reporting of the activities of SEAFDEC and Member 

Countries aligned with the SDGs, which could be reflected in relevant international fora. 

  

82. The Council Director for Indonesia suggested that checking the contribution of SEAFDEC and 

Member Countries to the SDGs should be done by monitoring the translation of its activities into national 

regulations, as this would signify the strong commitment of the countries toward achieving the SDGs. The 

Council Director for Brunei Darussalam however expressed the view that since each country has an 

agency responsible for reporting the implementation of SDGs to the UN, if the countries would report 

their activities to SEAFDEC for alignment this might result in duplication of the reporting of activities. 

 

5.3 Regional Cooperation to Promote Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture in the ASEAN 

Region 

 

5.3.1 Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN 

Region  

 

83. The Council was informed of the progress made by SEAFDEC in the implementation of the 

RPOA on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas (RPOA-Neritic Tunas) in the ASEAN region (Annex 

18) as reported by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat, particularly on the results of the 

stock and risk assessment of kawakawa (Euthynnus affinis) and longtail tuna (Thunnus tonggol) in the 

Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean, and on the proposed Policy Recommendations and Management 

Measures based on scientific findings from such assessment. The Council was also informed on the future 

workplan of SEAFDEC to conduct stock assessment for seerfish, Spanish mackerels and king mackerel 

(in 2017-2018), and genetic study of longtail tuna and kawakawa to better understand their stock structure. 

In addition, the Council was informed that the software to support stock assessment was already 

developed in 2016, and the software for risk assessment will be developed in 2017, to support the AMSs 

in their national and regional activities, and that updating of the stock assessment for kawakawa and 

longtail tuna would be conducted in 2020. 

 

84. The Council noted that the stock and risk assessment of longtail tuna and kawakawa was 

undertaken based on nominal catch data from concerned AMSs, and incorporating the long-term CPUE 

data that are available from Thailand and the Philippines. It was also clarified that this stock assessment 

technique is acceptable by RFMOs for poor data situation. The Chief of MFRDMD however expressed the 

view that updating the stock assessment for longtail tuna and kawakawa should not wait until 2020, and 

thus, should be undertaken the soonest possible especially if the necessary CPUEs data could be obtained 

from the other AMSs, i.e. Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Viet Nam, which would allow the analysis to 

be more precise and comprehensive. 

 

85. In order to push forward the policy recommendations from the implementation of RPOA-Neritic 

Tunas under the ASEAN mechanism, the Council Director for Viet Nam requested Singapore as incoming 

Chair of the ASWGFi to coordinate with ASWGFi and SEAFDEC so that this issue could be put on the 

agenda of the next meeting of the ASWGFi, especially the mechanism for obtaining policy on 

management of neritic tunas for consideration at the ASWGFi and subsequently, advancing this to AMAF 

as appropriate. In addition, regarding the removal of tonggol tuna (Thunnus tongol) from the Consumer 

Guide Red List as recommended by WWF of some countries, SEAFDEC was asked to develop a 

communication strategy and to work on behalf of the Member Countries, with WWF to enhance the 

understanding of WWF and other organizations on the plans and scientific findings of SEAFDEC 

regarding neritic tunas.   

 

86. On the query of the Council Director for Viet Nam on whether the mechanism of the Scientific 

Working Group on Neritic Tunas (SWG-Neritic Tunas) is under the ASWGFi or not, it was clarified that 

the said mechanism is currently under SEAFDEC. In this connection, the Council Director for Viet Nam 
therefore suggested that since the ASEAN is in the process of establishing its new organization structure, 

it would be a challenge for the ASEAN Secretariat to consider structuring its organization and to take into 
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consideration the possibility of making the SWG-Neritic Tunas as a sub-working group under the 

ASWGFi.  

 

87. While commending SEAFDEC for its efforts in conducting stock and risk assessment for some 

species of neritic tunas, the Council Director for Indonesia expressed the view that such scientific findings 

may not be presented to the Scientific Committee of relevant RFMOs as SEAFDEC is not a member of 

such RFMOs. Nevertheless, on the submission of the recommendations from the stock assessment for 

policy consideration by the ASEAN for subsequent implementation at national level, he also expressed the 

concern on the readiness of the AMSs to implement the management recommendations, particularly with 

regard to reduction of fishing efforts. He therefore suggested that SEAFDEC should also include in the 

study, such data as number of fishing vessels from each AMS that are targeting these species. Moreover, 

he suggested that in undertaking management measures for these tuna species, it would be necessary to 

know whether these are of the same stock, in which case further study should be carried out to 

demonstrate that tunas in Indian Ocean as well as those in Pacific Ocean are of the same stock, 

respectively. 

 

5.3.2 Conservation and Management of Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources and Promotion of 

Sustainable Aquaculture 

 

5.3.2.1 Regional Status of Tropical Anguillid Eels  
 

88. The Council took note of the report made by IFRDMD on the Regional Status of Tropical 

Anguillid Eels (Annex 19). In particular, the Council noted the request of SEAFDEC for concerned AMSs 

(i.e. Indonesia, Myanmar and Viet Nam) to identify the appropriate contact persons from their respective 

countries for data collection on eels and also asked the Member Countries to complete the questionnaire 

on eel fisheries/farming. The Council also supported the activities carried out by SEAFDEC on anguillid 

eels, specifically the relevant surveys aimed at establishing the catch statistics on anguillid eels including 

eel seeds for aquaculture in each SEAFDEC Member Country.  

 

89. The Council Director for Japan while expressing the appreciation to SEAFDEC for conducting 

activities on the sustainable utilization of eel resources, expressed the view that data on eels are very 

sensitive considering that this has close linkage to CITES issues. Therefore, SEAFDEC should establish a 

confidentiality policy for the accessibility of such data. In this regard, the Council was informed that this 

concern would be discussed with the Member Countries, especially for those countries that would provide 

the necessary data, and for them to suggest the contents of such confidentiality policy. 

 

5.3.2.2 Enhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of Tropical 

Anguillid Eels  

 

90. The Council was informed by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat on the new 

project of SEAFDEC on Enhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of Tropical 

Anguillid Eels (Annex 20), which has been submitted for possible funding from the Japan-ASEAN 

Integrating Fund (JAIF), and planned to be implemented starting in 2017. 

 

91. During the discussion, the Council Director for Viet Nam expressed strong support to this project, 

and recommended that in order to conserve the tropical anguillid eel species, the project should consider 

establishing policies to protect glass eels considering that technology for close-cycle spawning is not yet 

available. In addition, technical support should be provided in pursuing studies that would aim to improve 

the survival rate of eels in aquaculture. Nevertheless, it was clarified that the priority of this project would 

focus on data collection to support the assessment of eel stocks although later, the project on could also 

consider extending technical support as required by the Member Countries. 

 

92. The Council Director for Thailand, while expressing support to this project, recalled that this 

project has already been approved by the 39PCM and 19FCG/ASSP, where it was agreed that once 

funding for this project from JAIF is secured, the project would be placed under the FCG/ASSP 
mechanism and should be implemented as soon as possible.  
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5.3.3 Regional Policy Recommendation for Development and Use of Alternative Dietary 

Ingredients in Aquaculture Feed Formulation: Establishment of a Regional Database 

on Alternative Feed Ingredients in Aquaculture  

 

93. The Council took note of the Regional Policy Recommendation for Development and Use of 

Alternative Dietary Ingredients in Aquaculture Feed Formulation: Establishment of a Regional Database 

on Alternative Feed Ingredients in Aquaculture (Annex 21) as presented by the representative from AQD. 

While noting that the Regional Database aims to facilitate sharing of information among AMSs on locally-

available alternative feed ingredients in aquaculture, the Council agreed that focal points would have to be 

nominated by the respective AMSs. In this regard, AQD was asked to communicate with the AMSs to 

seek for their cooperation and provide their respective focal point nominations. 

 

5.3.4 Proposed ASEAN Regional Technical Consultation on Aquatic Emergency 

Preparedness and Response Systems for Effective Management of Transboundary 

Disease Outbreaks in Southeast Asia 

 

94. The Council took note of the proposed conduct of the ASEAN Regional Technical Consultation 

(RTC) on Aquatic Emergency Preparedness and Response Systems for Effective Management of 

Transboundary Disease Outbreaks in Southeast Asia (Annex 22) as presented by the representative from 

AQD. In particular, it was also noted that two representatives from each AMS, which include the country 

focal person of ANAAHC, would be invited to attend the RTC. The Council was also informed that the 

proposal for the conduct of the RTC would be submitted by AQD through the DOF of Thailand to the 

ASEAN Secretariat for funding also from JAIF. 

 
5.3.5 Supportive Program for Implementation of the Regional Approaches for Securing 

Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF)  

 

95. The Council took note of the presentation made by SEAFDEC Secretariat on the Regional 

Approaches for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries and Way Forward for the Southeast Asian 

Region (Annex 23). 

 

96. While noting that FAO has recently been placing much focus on the inclusion of issues on human 

rights-based and gender approaches in the implementation of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing 

Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication (SSF 

Guidelines), the Council Director for Viet Nam expressed the view that although Viet Nam has 

participated in the process of formulating the SSF Guidelines, the details on human rights-based and 

gender approaches still remain unclear, thus it is necessary that the region should also focus on the specific 

issues on human-rights.  

 

97. Considering that there are several issues under the SSF Guidelines that remain unclear to the 

countries in the region, the Council was informed that SEAFDEC is planning to organize a consultation 

with the main objective of clarifying such basic elements in the SSF Guidelines. 

 

98. The Council Director for Viet Nam sought the clarification from FAO on any possible funding 

support to the countries and regional mechanisms for the implementation of SSF Guidelines. Specifically, 

the regional nature of the activity would imply the need to prepare a regional project to support the 

implementation of the SSF Guidelines in the region. In this regard, the representative from FAO informed 

the Council that FAO has been integrating the implementation of the SSF Guidelines into regional and 

national projects in order that the approaches could be well understood, and that FAO would be willing to 

provide support to SEAFDEC in the development of a regional project that would support the 

implementation of the SSF Guidelines in the region based on the abovementioned approaches.  
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VI . OTHER MATTERS  

 

6.1 Follow-up Action to ASEAN-SEAFDEC Joint Declaration on Combating IUU Fishing and 

Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products 
 

99. The Council was informed on the Follow-up Actions to the Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration 

on Regional Cooperation for Combating Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing and 

Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products (Annex 24) as presented by the 

SEAFDEC Secretariat.   

 

100. During the discussion, the Council Director for Viet Nam expressed the view that there is a need 

to assemble actions to regulate the quality and safety of ASEAN fish and fishery products in order to 

enhance the competitiveness of the products. Considering that under the ASEAN mechanism (not 

ASWGFi) there are Working Groups on ASEAN Commodities, the AMSs can select some particular 

commodities for setting up of standards by communicating with the ASEAN to put certain commodities 

under the relevant Working Groups.  

 

101. With regards to the regional initiatives that address key actions on combating IUU fishing, the 

Council Director for Viet Nam pointed out that some initiatives are cross-cutting and address more than 

one key action.  

 

102. The Council Director for Indonesia expressed the view that this Joint Declaration was adopted in 

August 2016, and within less than one year SEAFDEC could already align its on-going initiatives with the 

11 key actions in the Joint Declaration. However, in addition to the on-going initiatives, SEAFDEC 

should also come up with new regional activities that lead to stronger effort in combating IUU fishing and 

enhancing the competitiveness of fish and fishery products. He therefore requested SEAFDEC to list 

down some new ideas to follow-up on the Joint Declaration, and to seek the consideration of the 

SEAFDEC Council once such ideas are developed. 

 

6.2 Directive on Development of the Common Fisheries Policy for ASEAN 

 

103. The Council took note of the results of the Technical Consultation on the Development of 

ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy hosted by the Department of Fisheries (DOF) of Thailand on 27-28 

March 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand, including the Possible Elements to be included in the Concept Note for 

the Proposed Development of ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy adopted by the Technical Consultation 

(Annex 25), as presented by the representative from Thailand. 

 

104. The Council Director for Viet Nam commended Thailand for conducting the Technical 

Consultation as the 38
th
 AMAF had encouraged AMSs to consider developing the ASEAN Common 

Fisheries Policy, and expressed the view that its process of establishment should start from common 

agreement on the mechanism, and later on consider the agreement of the issues and measures to be 

undertaken.  

 

105. While expressing the appreciation to the DOF of Thailand for its initiative in convening the 

Technical Consultation, the Council Director for Indonesia reiterated that although the directive to develop 

the Common Fisheries Policy appears in the report of the 38
th
 AMAF but such development has not been 

tabled for discussion at the High-level Consultation, and not even during the 37
th
 SSOM-AMAF, the Prep-

SOM 38
th
 AMAF, or in the Strategic Plan of Action on ASEAN Cooperation in Fisheries 2016-2020. The 

issue was however first tabled for discussion during the 39PCM and 19FCG/ASSP when the proposal of 

Thailand to conduct an initial discussion on this matter was agreed upon. Nevertheless, he expressed the 

view of Indonesia that the concept of ñcommon-pool resourcesò as applied by EU should not be 

considered in the development of ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy. Furthermore, the AMSs have 

differences in terms of the level of capacity, while availability of scientific basis on the transboundary 

resources is also questionable. Nonetheless, he emphasized that as the directive on this matter came from 

the AMAF for the AMSs and ASEAN Secretariat to undertake, this process should be undertaken under 

the ASEAN mechanism and not by SEAFDEC. 
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106. In this regard, the Council Director for Thailand informed the Council that although the directive 

was made directly for ASEAN to take the necessary action, SEAFDEC should be able to extend 

appropriate support as the technical arm for the ASEAN, and considering that SEAFDEC is a regional 

organization it has acquired much better awareness on the nature of fisheries of the AMSs. He also 

reiterated that in the principle of developing the proposed ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy, it was 

clearly specified that it should take into consideration the capacity and level of fisheries development of 

the AMSs as well as the specificity of fisheries in the region, and should not follow the common fisheries 

policy of another regions. 

 

107. While taking note of the results of the Technical Consultation which had provided good 

opportunity for the AMSs to exchange views and enhance their awareness on the proposed development 

of the ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy, the Council Director for Malaysia echoed the concern expressed 

by Indonesia that the matter was not discussed at the Prep-SOM and Special SOM meetings in 2016. He 

also expressed the view that the outcome of the 38
th
 AMAF on this matter was more in the form of 

encouragement rather than directive, thus it might not be an urgent matter for the region to develop the 

ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy as the results of the Technical Consultation should be sufficient at this 

stage. He also shared the same view with the Council Director for Indonesia that the ASEAN should take 

the leading role in addressing this concern and suggested that the ASEAN could consider establishing a 

taskforce to deal with this matter. 

 

108. Noting that there was a call to consider the proposed ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy under the 

ASEAN mechanism, the Council Director for Singapore suggested that Thailand could table the results of 

the Technical Consultation for consideration during the 25
th
 Meeting of ASWGFi. Subsequently, the 

ASWGFi could decide on the appropriate way of putting this matter forward to the SSOM and SOM for 

them to discuss whether the ASEAN needs to have common fisheries policy, as well as on whether 

SEAFDEC should be involved in the development process of such common fisheries policy.   

 

109. The Council agreed that Thailand should report the Possible Elements agreed during the 

Technical Consultation and seek guidance from the 25
th
 ASWGFi Meeting for the future actions to be 

undertaken.   

 

6.3 Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and Aquaculture 2017 (SEASOFIA 2017) 

 

110. The Council took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC in the preparation of the Southeast 

Asian State of Fisheries and Aquaculture 2017 (SEASOFIA 2017) including the draft SEASOFIA 2017 

(Annex 26) as reported by the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The Council was also informed on some issues 

faced by the Secretariat in finalizing the publication, particularly the insufficient information on crocodile 

culture, lack of data on some species with prominent production, and explanation of the changes in 

fisheries production trends of some AMSs. 

 

111. The Council Director for Singapore informed the Council that Singapore would like to provide 

additional information with regards to good quality seed stocks, and would communicate and provide the 

information to the SEAFDEC Secretariat accordingly.  

 

112. With regards to the data on crocodile culture, its inclusion in the SEASOFIA of which was based 

on the recommendations made at the 48
th 

Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, the Council Director for 

Philippines informed the Council that although crocodile is not under the jurisdiction of BFAR, it is 

coordinating with responsible national agency to gather the required information for SEASOFIA. In this 

connection, the Council also urged the other AMSs that have not yet provided the necessary data on 

crocodile culture to provide the data to SEAFDEC Secretariat as soon as possible. The Council Director 

for Indonesia however suggested that if such data is not provided by the deadline, the SEAFDEC 

Secretariat may consider including only the available data on crocodile culture or exclude the section on 

crocodile in SEASOFIA. 

 

113. With regards to the data on production from Pangasius catfish aquaculture in Viet Nam, the 

Council Director for Viet Nam explained that although efforts had been made to provide the data as 

requested, the database of Viet Nam has limited information on production at detailed species level. 
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Nevertheless, Viet Nam would explore the possibility of providing the necessary data consistent with the 

requirements of the SEASOFIA. 

 

114. The Council was also informed that the SEAFDEC Secretariat has recently sent official letters to 

the Council Directors for Indonesia, Philippines and Thailand, requesting them to provide descriptive 

explanations on changes in the trends of fisheries production of their respective countries. 

 

115. While noting the suggestion made by the 39PCM that the SEASOFIA 2017 should be launched at 

the 50
th
 Anniversary of SEAFDEC, the Council Director for Thailand expressed the view that if the 

publication is already available and only waiting for few additional information, SEAFDEC should 

consider publishing it sooner in order that the data would still be timely and could provide good reference 

on the status and trends of fisheries and aquaculture in the region.  

 

116. The Council supported the suggestion made by the Council Director for Thailand and agreed that 

countries that would like to provide additional information should provide such information to SEAFDEC 

Secretariat by 5 May 2017. After that the Secretariat could proceed with publishing and disseminating the 

publication. 

 

6.4 Considerations of Japanese Trust Fund VII 

 

117. The Council took note of the proposed Concept Note for Japanese Trust Fund-VII (JTF-VII) for a 

period from 2020 to 2024 (Annex 27) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 

In this connection, the Council Director for Japan informed the Council that although the budget could not 

be committed at present, he conveyed to the Council the information that Japan is willing to continue 

supporting the activities of SEAFDEC through the Japanese Trust Fund to ensure that SEAFDEC will be 

able to continue promoting the sustainable utilization of fishery resources in the Southeast Asian region.  

 

6.5 Establishment of Regional Repository Center for Marine Fisheries 

 

118. The Council was informed of the proposal on ñEstablishment of Regional Repository Center for 

Marine Capture Fisheriesò as presented by the Chief of MFRDMD and shown in Annex 28, and the 

commitment of the AMSs to provide information as required for in the repository was sought. The 

Council was also informed that MFRDMD would seek the cooperation from relevant authorities of the 

AMSs, universities and institutions, as well as NGOs to provide the information and specimens to be 

stored in the repository center. 

 

119. The Council Director for Thailand expressed the view that if the proposed Repository would be 

established, caution should be made on the need to recognize the ownership of particular publications as 

the Repository would be compiling information from sources that may require permission from authors 

and copyright holders. Therefore, proper acknowledgement to authors of the information should be 

provided, while permission from copyright holders should also be sought for publications that are 

restricted for dissemination. 

  

120. The Council Director for Indonesia recommended that instead of collecting marine specimens for 

the Repository, MFRDMD should consider publishing a book on economically-important marine species 

of Southeast Asia, which would be more useful for the Member Countries. He further informed the 

Council that in collaboration with ACIAR, Indonesia has published a manuscript on Indonesian 

Economically Important Marine Fish Species. 

 

6.6 Monitoring  Methodologies for the Resources of Inland Fisheries and Freshwater Aquaculture 

in ASEAN Member States 

 

121. The Council took note of the proposed Monitoring Methodologies for the Resources of Inland 

Fisheries and Freshwater Aquaculture in ASEAN Member States (Annex 29), as presented by the 

representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat, and recalling that the proposal was developed in response 

to the request made during the 39
th
 Meeting of the Program Committee which was subsequently endorsed 

by the 19FCG/ASSP. 
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122. The Council Director for Viet Nam while expressing the support to the proposal informed the 

Council that Viet Nam is developing a proposal for inland aquatic survey which would be completed in 

mid 2017, and is willing to cooperate with this project. The Council Directors for Cambodia, Myanmar 

and Lao PDR also supported this proposal considering that inland fisheries provide significant 

contribution to food security and livelihoods in their respective countries. The Council Director for 

Cambodia also expressed the intention to be part of this project considering that this project aims to use 

new GIS technology for mapping the inland fisheries.   

 

123. Considering the importance of inland fisheries in the region, the Council endorsed the proposal 

and requested the SEAFDEC Secretariat to seek funding support from JAIF for the said project.  

 
VII . COOPERATION  WITH INTERNATIONAL/REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS  

AND NON-MEMBER GOVERNMENTS  

  

124. The representative from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Mr. David 

Brown expressed his gratitude to SEAFDEC for the invitation extended to FAO to attend the Forty-ninth 

Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. He commended SEAFDEC and the Member Countries for their 

efforts in promoting and implementing regional initiatives and activities, such as the regional fishing 

vessels record, support for the implementation of FAO Port State Measures as well as implementation of 

pilot study to test the applicability of the electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (eACDS). 

While appreciating the strengthened regional cooperation established between SEAFDEC and its Member 

Countries in the implementation of the FAO-SEAFDEC collaborative projects, such as reduction of by-

catch in trawl fisheries (REBYC CTI-II) and BOBLME Project II, developing standards for labor in the 

fishing sector, capacity building of the ASEAN Member States on EAFM, safety onboard fishing vessels, 

and food safety, he extended the invitation of FAO to SEAFDEC to participate in the 35
th
 FAO-APFIC 

Meeting to be held on 13 March 2018 in General Santos City, Philippines. During this Meeting of APFIC, 

SEAFDEC could share its experiences on various regional programs implemented in collaboration with 

the AMSs. He also expressed the commitment of FAO to continue collaborating with SEAFDEC in the 

implementation of priority issues and challenges to support the AMSs to ensure the sustainable 

development of fisheries in Southeast Asia. His statement appears as Annex 30. 

 

125. The Director General of the Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA), Dr. 
Cherdsak Virapat expressed his appreciation for the invitation extended by SEAFDEC that enabled 

NACA to participate in the Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. He informed the Council that 

NACA commemorated its 25
th
 Anniversary on 3 August 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand. He cited that the 

MoU between NACA and SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department was signed in May 2016 in the Philippines 

for collaboration on aquaculture development. The MoU would endeavor on a voluntary and binding 

basis, to nominate an official contact person responsible for exchanging information with NACA 

Secretariat. He also provided the information on the other activities in collaboration with SEAFDEC, 

namely: the ASEAN Regional Technical Consultation on EMS/AHPND and Other Transboundary 
Diseases which discussed the issues on Acute Hepatopancreatic Necrosis Disease (AHPND) of cultured 

shrimps, ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference and Exposition 2016: ASEAN Seafood for the 

World and the 11
th 

Asian Fisheries and Aquaculture Forum: Asian Food Security for the World from 4 to 

6 August 2016, at the Bangkok International Trade and Exhibition Centre in Bangkok, Thailand, etc. He 

reiterated that NACA and SEAFDEC would find the opportunity for strengthening the collaboration and 

coordination in aquaculture development activities in the region and beyond. His statement appears as 

Annex 31. 

 

126. The Representative from the United States Agency for International Development/Regional 

Development Mission for Asia (USAID/RDMA), Ms. Aurelia Micko on behalf of the U.S. Agency for 

International Development and the U.S. Government, expressed the appreciation for the invitation 

extended by SEAFDEC, and expressed USAIDôs immense gratitude and appreciation to the Government 

of Brunei Darussalam for hosting this Meeting. She informed the Council that the Ocean and Fisheries 

Partnership continues to pursue its main goal of increasing the ability of regional fishery organizations in 

conserving marine biodiversity by combating IUU fishing in the Asia Pacific region. She also appreciated 
the efforts of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) for endorsing the USAID Oceans and 

Fisheries Partnership as an official ASSP project. She cited the important collaborative work with 
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SEAFDEC on catch documentation and traceability for sustainable fisheries management, which the 

Partnership has provided bilateral and regional support in the realm of fisheries, recognizing that support 

for regional institutions is critical for the implementation of fisheries development and conversation. She 

then reiterated that USAID/RDMA would continue to support and build on these partnerships in the years 

ahead. Her statement appears as Annex 32. 

 

127. The Task Manager of the United Nations Environment Programme/Global Environment Facility 

(UNEP/GEF), Ms. Isabelle Vanderbeck briefly presented the status of the current collaboration and future 

programming directions between SEAFDEC and the UN Environment. She informed the Council that 

SEAFDEC is the executing agency of a USD 3 million GEF-funded project which looks at the 

establishment and operation of a regional system of fisheries refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of 

Thailand with Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, and Viet Nam as participating 

countries. The project which aims to facilitate the delivery of the fisheries component of the Strategic 

Action Programme (SAP) for the South China Sea, was launched in November 2016 and will be 

implemented for a period of 48 months. SEAFDEC and the UN Environment are exploring the options for 

SEAFDEC to act as the coordinator of the regional component of the GEF-funded umbrella project which 

would focus on implementing the habitat conservation and pollution components of the SAP for the South 

China. In addition, she also informed the Council that with the UN Environment having been accredited as 

a Green Climate Fund (GCF) agency for projects up to USD 50 million, SEAFDEC and UN Environment 

are discussing the design of a regional trawl fisheries programme for SEAFDEC Member Countries 

eligible under the GCF. This programme could potentially include components on IUU fishing and energy 

efficiency. Her statement appears as Annex 33. 

 

VIII . FUTURE DIRECTION  OF SEAFDEC 

 

128. The Council took note of the report presented by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General on the results 

of the efforts of SEAFDEC to respond to the special requests made by the Member Countries during the 

closed session among the countriesô head delegates attending the 48
th 

Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council.  

 

129. On the request of the Council to invite Timor Leste and Papua New Guinea to attend the 

important meetings of SEAFDEC as observers, and considering that there is a possibility for Timor Leste 

to become a member in the ASEAN soon, SEAFDEC should continue to invite Timor Leste to participate 

in events organized by SEAFDEC, except in the meetings of the SEAFDEC Council. In the case of Papua 

New Guinea, although the country is not situated in Southeast Asian region but considering the potential 

benefits for the region if the country is aware of the regional initiatives in Southeast Asia, the Council 

suggested that Papua New Guinea should be invited to attend the technical meetings of SEAFDEC. 

 

130. The Council acknowledged the need to conduct a closed-session meeting among the Head 

Delegates to serve as an opportunity for Head Delegates of countries to discuss issues that need to be 

addressed with potential difficulties. In addition, this type of meeting would also facilitate discussion at 

the proper meeting of the Council, and allow SEAFDEC to be more responsive to the request of the 

Council. In this regard, the Council suggested that this type of meeting could be done through working 

dinner/breakfast prior to the Council Meeting. The Council therefore agreed that the closed-session during 

the forthcoming Council Meetings should be organized as dinner meeting, one-day prior to the Council 

Meeting. Issues for discussion at this closed-session should be raised by the respective countries, while 

SEAFDEC could also raise important new movements in fisheries that countries should be prepared for. In 

this connection, the SEAFDEC Secretariat was requested to communicate with the Council Directors prior 

to the Council Meeting and inquire if there were important issues that they would want to raise for 

discussion at this closed-session of the Council Meeting. 

 

131. In sustaining the cooperation between the ASEAN and SEAFDEC, Philippines as the current 

Chair of the ASWGFi, was requested to write to the ASEAN Secretariat on the need for the ASEAN to be 

represented during important Meetings of SEAFDEC, especially the FCG/ASSP Meetings. 

 

132. On the relationship between ASEAN and SEAFDEC, the Council expressed the view that at 
ASEAN meetings, such as AMAF and ASWGFi, SEAFDEC is not allowed to attend or allowed only in 

limited sessions. Nevertheless, it was made clear that the attendance of SEAFDEC in these fora would 
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enable SEAFDEC to be well aware of the fisheries-related issues (including other related issues) raised 

under the ASEAN mechanism, and would also allow SEAFDEC to be better known at the AMAF level. 

The Council therefore suggested that each AMS should convey this matter to their respective Foreign 

Affairs Ministries for them to bring up this matter for consideration by the ASEAN. The AMSs could also 

strongly request the ASEAN Secretariat to make adjustments in the protocol of the ASWGFi Meetings 

correspondingly. However, it was also understood that there will  still be certain sessions at the ASEAN 

meetings that would remain closed. 

 

133. The Council Director for Japan expressed the gratitude for the constructive and friendly 

relationship between Japan and the other Member Countries. He informed the Council that Japan is 

willing to continue providing contributions to enhance the sustainability of fisheries in the region. While 

reiterating the points he raised during the discussions in the previous agenda, he encouraged the fisheries 

sector to send representatives to participate in fishery-related international fora such as CITES and WTO 

Rules Negotiations where restrictions on fisheries subsidies to prevent overfishing and over-capacity are 

discussed. Although the WTO may have special and differential (S&D) treatment for developing 

countries, Japan noted that there is an argument in applying the S&D treatment unconditionally. 

Therefore, early participation of MCs in the rule negotiation processes is necessary. 

 

134. The Council Director for Indonesia informed the Meeting that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

(MOFA) of Indonesia has already agreed on the increased Minimum Regular Contribution (MRC) of 

Indonesia to SEAFDEC. However, since IFRDMD was established in 2014, he requested SEAFDEC to 

reduce its MRC for 2015-2016 from 58,000 to 52,000 USD. While agreeing in principle with this 

reduction, the Council viewed that this should not impact on the MRC provided by the other Member 

Countries during such period, although this would mean that SEAFDEC may receive less total 

contribution during 2015-2016. The Council therefore asked Indonesia and the SEAFDEC Secretariat to 

jointly settle this issue. 

 

135. On the next Council Meeting which will be organized in Cambodia, the Council Director for 

Cambodia requested if it is possible to shift the schedule earlier, that is on the last week of March because 

Cambodia always organizes the Annual Meeting of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 

(MARD) during the first week of April. After the discussion, the Council agreed to organize the next 

Council Meetings during the last week of March to facilitate the attendance of the Council for Cambodia 

in future SEAFDEC Council Meetings.  

 

136. The Council concurred to the request of the Council Director for Thailand that in cases where 

there are no bilateral agreements between countries in the region, SEAFDEC should consider exerting 

efforts to facilitate exchange of researchers/experts between and among the concerned countries.  

 

137. The Council for Indonesia recalled that at the AMAF Meeting in 2016, the Philippines reiterated 

the call for AMSs to attend the UNFCCC CoP 22 in Marrakech, Morocco in November 2016, to discuss 

the issues on agriculture in ASEAN and climate change. Considering the need for countries in this region 

to collaborate on matters concerning fisheries and climate change, the Council therefore requested 

SEAFDEC to study the developments in these areas.  It was also suggested that this concern be included 

as one of the agenda at the next PCM or CM in order that the situation could be reviewed, and decision on 

the direction that SEAFDEC should undertake to address the issues on climate change and fisheries could 

be put forward.  

 

138. The Council Director for Malaysia informed the Council that Malaysia is in the process of 

restructuring its internal organization so that MFRDMD could mobilize expertise from other national 

institutions to enhance its capacity in the implementation of future activities. 
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IX . MANAGEMENT OF THE CENTER  

 

9.1 Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels  

 

139. The Council was informed on the progress of the activities undertaken by TD with regards to the 

use of the Training and Research Vessels in 2016, and the proposed plans for the year 2017 and onwards 

(Annex 34).   

 

140. During the discussion, the Council Director for the Philippines informed the Meeting that 

Philippines under its new development plan would continue to avail of the technical support of TD during 

its activities onboard its research vessel. He then congratulated TD for sustaining its support to the 

Member Countries that utilize the research vessels. 

 

141. On the proposed utilization of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 by Viet Nam, the Council Director for Viet 

Nam confirmed that the country plans to utilize the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 for the conduct of research survey 

in the waters of Viet Nam from June to August 2017. 

 

142. After the deliberations, the Council approved the operational plan of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 in 

2017. 

 

9.2 Future Direction of SEAFDEC Beyond Its 50
th

 Year 

 

143. The Council was informed on the Proposed Future Direction of SEAFDEC beyond its 50
th
 year in 

2017 and on the draft Resolution on the Future of SEAFDEC: Functions, Vision, Mandate and Strategies 

Towards 2030 (Annex 35), as presented by the SEAFDEC Secretariat. 

 

144. During the discussion, the Council noted that the document was developed in line with important 

documents particularly the 2011 ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution, the prioritized issues for formulation of 

future regional program, and Plans of Operation and Programs of Work of the SEAFDEC Departments 

and Secretariat. During the discussion, the Council provided comments for finalization of the document as 

follows: 

Myanmar:  

- Function 1 ï ñto come up with scientific findings and technologieséò should be changed to ñto come 

up with scientific findings, innovative technologies and methodologieséò  

- Strategy 7 ï ñimpact from fisheries on environmentò should be changed to ñimpacts from fisheries 

and aquaculture on environment 

Singapore:  

- Background ï as development of the ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy was not discussed at the 

High-level Consultation, but stated during the Remarks of the Permanent Secretary of Thailand ï it 

should be reflected more accurately. 

- Mandate ï should not only ñpromote concerted actions,ò but ñpromote and facilitate concerted 

actionsò 

- There should be specific strategies on ñfood safety on fish and fishery productsò s 

Indonesia:   

- Resolution on the Future of SEAFDEC should facilitate the implementation of the adopted Resolution 

and Plan of Action, and the use of such document for planning of SEAFDEC activities. 

- Vision ï should reflect the need to maintain sustainability of fisheries to contribute to food security 

and livelihoods 

- Strategies ï should start with general fisheries development, and move on to more specific issues Too 

specific issues, e.g. ñpreventing the entry of fish and fishery productsò is too small to be put as a 

strategy.  

- The structure could have five components, namely: 

o Sustainability of fisheries (marine and inland), livelihood and food security 

o Aquaculture development 

o Quality and safety of fish and fishery products 
o Marketing and trade 

o Cross-cutting issues: labor, climate change, gender equality, etc. 
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Philippines:  

- Function 1 ï  should also specify ñrenewable and recycled energy for fisheries and aquaculture,ò e.g. 

Enhancement of the utilization of renewable energy to improve the efficiency of operations in 

fisheries and aquaculture 

- Strategy 3 ï should also include ñenhancedò so that the phrase is ñmaintained, managed and 

enhancedò (could be transferred to Strategy 7) 

Brunei Darussalam: 

- Resolution on the Future of SEAFDEC should be along the line with ASEAN-Strategic Plan of 

Action 

- Strategy 3 ï should not only ñto maintain fishery resource, but also ñto maintain and enhance fishery 

resource.ò This could be reflected either under Strategy 3 or Strategy 7. 

- MCS should also be included (i.e. under Strategy related to fisheries management and addressing IUU 

fishing) 

Viet Nam: 

- Resolution on the Future of SEAFDEC should take to consideration of the key component in the 

Resolution and Plan of Action 2011 and long-term visions with the new regional policy framework .   

 

145. After the discussion, the Council requested the SEAFDEC Secretariat to accommodate the 

aforementioned comments of the Council, and circulate the revised document to the Council ad 

referendum by the end of May 2017 for final comments and confirmation, prior to its adoption at the 

Special Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council scheduled on 15 November 2017 in conjunction with the 50
th
 

Anniversary of SEAFDEC. 

 

9.3 The 50
th 

Anniversary of SEAFDEC 
 

146. The Council took note of the proposed ñSpecial Event to Commemorate the 50
th
 Anniversary of 

SEAFDECò (Annex 36) as presented by the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The Council was informed that the 

event is scheduled on 15 November 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. Based on the recommendations of the 

39PCM, the celebration would be arranged as a one-day event starting with the Special Meeting of the 

SEAFDEC Council in the morning to adopt the future direction of SEAFDEC, followed by the 50
th
 

Anniversary Celebration in the evening. The Council was also informed on the program, estimated 

expenditures using the MRC, proposed awardees for the outstanding staff, and tokens/certificates of 

appreciation to governments hosting the Departments and to major supporters of SEAFDEC, and the 

outline for 50
th
 Anniversary Video and exhibition to be arranged during the celebration.  

  

147. With regard to the award for the outstanding staff of SEAFDEC, the Chief of MFRD inquired 

whether other than staff, i.e. individuals who had provided significant contributions to the operations of 

MFRD could also be nominated for the award. In this regard, the discussion during the 39PCM was called 

to mind where it was suggested that the Council could consider identifying external individuals and 

organizations that have provided significant support to SEAFDEC to receive the award. The Council 

therefore agreed that the Departments could nominate staff or ex-staff of SEAFDEC and provide the name 

to the SEAFDEC Secretariat for inclusion in the list of awardees. For non-staff, the Council requested the 

Departments to submit the name to SEAFDEC Secretariat for circulation to the Council for approval ad 

referendum. The Council noted that the criteria in selecting the awardees for outstanding staff was not 

discussed at the 39PCM, broad criteria were subsequently agreed upon among the SEAFDEC 

Departments, that include those individuals who had provided significant contributions to the 

Departments. The detailed selection criteria were left for each Department to develop considering that 

each Department has different nature of work. Thus, the Council was of the view that selection of 

outstanding staff should be up to the respective Departments to decide.  

 

148. The Council was also informed that SEAFDEC Secretariat is planning to publish the 50
th
 

Anniversary Book and memorial postage which would be launched during the event. For the video and 

exhibition, it was explained that these would be developed following the proposed outline that delineates 

the chronological events and achievements of SEAFDEC throughout the past 50 years. 

 
 



     Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

24 

 

T
h
e
 F

o
rty

-F
ifth

 M
e

e
tin

g
 o

f th
e
 S

E
A

F
D

E
C

 C
o
u
n
c
il, 1

-5
 A

p
ril 2

0
1
3
 

 

149. As to the Guests of Honor to the event, the Council was informed that SEAFDEC has extended 

the invitation to HIH Prince Akishino of Japan, while Thailand as the host government also extended 

invitation to the Prime Minister of Thailand. However, the order of the remarks by the Guests of Honor 

could still be adjusted following the appropriate hierarchy after the list of Guests of Honor could be 

confirmed. On the query of the Council Director for Malaysia as to the number of Ministers from the other 

Member Countries who are expected to attend the event, the Council Director for Thailand informed the 

Council that Thailand would extend invitations to Ministers of the Member Countries responsible for 

fisheries, however the attendance of the Ministers could not be confirmed as this is up to the respective 

Ministers of the countries. 

 

150. With regards to the Keynote Speaker, the Council Director for Indonesia proposed that the 

countryôs Minister for Marine Affairs and Fisheries, Madam Susi Pudjiastuti could be one of the Keynote 

Speakers. In addition, the Council Director for Thailand sought the approval of the Council for inviting the 

former Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Dr. Deb Menasveta to be the Keynote Speaker considering his 

knowledge on SEAFDEC even before its establishment. The proposed topic of the Keynote Speech would 

aptly cover the past, present and future of SEAFDEC. After consideration, the Council expressed the 

concern that if the session is open for one Minister to deliver a statement, Ministers of all Member 

Countries may also wish to deliver statements notwithstanding the tight program within limited time. 

After discussion, the Council agreed that Dr. Deb Menasveta would be the Keynote Speaker during the 

anniversary celebration. 

 

9.4 Collaborative Arrangements between SEAFDEC and Other Organizations 

 

151. The Council took note of and endorsed the collaborative arrangements made by and between 

SEAFDEC and other organizations in 2016 until before its 49
th
 Meeting (Annex 37).   

 

X. FINANCIAL MATTERS  

 

10.1 Adoption of Audited Financial Report for the Year 2015 

 

152. In accordance with Article 6, Paragraph 2 (ii) of the Agreement Establishing the Center, the 

Council endorsed the audited consolidated financial statements of the Center for the year ended 31 

December 2015 including that of the Secretariat and the four Departments for the Year 2015 (Annex 38) 

as audited by the official auditor of the Center, Mr. Phongtorn Duangphanya from P&A Audit Company 

Limited, Thailand. 

 

10.2 Un-audited Financial Report for the Year 2016, and Status of the Financial Situation in the 

Year 2017 

 

153. The Council took note of the Un-audited Consolidated Financial Report for the Year 2016 

(Annex 39), which comprised the Un-audited Consolidated Statements of Net Assets as of 31 December 

2016, the Un-audited Consolidated Statements of Contributions and Expenditures for the Year 2016, and 

the Un-audited Consolidated Statements of Fund Balance as of 31 December 2016. 

 

154. With regards to the MRC contribution from the Member Countries to SEAFDEC in the year 

2017, the Council recalled the discussion made during the 48
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council where 

the Council took note of the changes of the amount of MRC, and agreed that each Member Country 

should undertake internal consultation and try to secure the amount of MRC as suggested by SEAFDEC 

possibly by 2017. 

 

155. The Council Director for Lao PDR informed the Council of the changes in the internal 

arrangement of the countryôs budgetary system which resulted in the delayed transfer of contributions for 

international organizations from Lao PDR. The Council was specifically informed that the Department of 

Livestock and Fisheries is now coordinating with the concerned Ministry, in order that contributions to 

international organizations would be settled and released in due course. 
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156.  The Council Director for Viet Nam informed the Council on the difficulties of obtaining the 

proposed increased MRC as any adjustment of the figure would entail a very long internal process 

involving several Ministries and need approval by the Prime Minister. 

 

157. The Council Director for Myanmar also informed the Council that Myanmar already allocated 

new MRC by the budget year 2017-2018 so that the new amount of MRC would be transferred to 

SEAFDEC by May 2017.  

 

158. The Council Director for the Philippines also informed the Council that the process in securing 

the new amount of MRC of the Philippines for 2017 is still on-going. While expressing the view that 

approval of any request for budgetary allocations from affected Member Countries  would go through a 

long process, the Council Director for the Philippines suggested that SEAFDEC may consider treating the 

proposed increased amount separately from the amount that has already been earlier applied. In this 

regard, the Council viewed that it would not be a problem for SEAFDEC to wait for the said approval 

considering that the remaining surplus of MRC should be sufficient to fund the operations of SEAFDEC 

during the period. 

 

159. The Council was informed by the Council Director for Cambodia that the process of securing the 

new amount of MRC of Cambodia is ongoing. Considering the difficulties faced by several countries in 

securing the new amount of MRC for the year 2017, the Council encouraged the respective countries to 

undergo internal consultations and try to secure the new amount of MRC for 2017 as previously agreed by 

the Council. 

 

160. The Council Director for Thailand made an observation that although the financial report on the 

use of MRC showed overall surplus, the details in some categories showed low utilization or unused 

funds, while the administration expenditures appear to be higher than the proposed budget. He therefore 

encouraged SEAFDEC to utilize the MRC in a more prudent and efficient manner to deliver the maximum 

benefits to the Member Countries. In this regard, it was clarified that the high amount of administration 

costs was due to the expenses incurred during the conduct of the High-level Consultation, as well as the 

conduct of the 48
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in Viet Nam. 

 

10.3 Proposed Budgetary Requirements of the Center for the Year 2018 

 

161. While expressing satisfaction with the manner of the budgetary utilization by SEAFDEC, the 

Council approved the proposed budgetary requirements of the Center for the Year 2018 as shown in 

Annex 40.  

 

10.4 Other Financial Matters 

  

162. Upon consultation of the Secretary-General and in accordance with SEAFDEC Financial 

Regulation No.7.2, the Council approved the disposal of the ñOfficial Car Proton Wiraò of MFRDMD 

considering that maintenance of this car is no longer economical. 

 

XI . CONCLUDING MATTERS  
 

11.1 Adoption of the Meeting Report and Press Statement 
 

163. The Council adopted the Report of the Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council and the 

Press Statement on the results of the Meeting on 7 April 2017 as shown in Annex 41. 

 

11.2 Date and Venue of the Fiftieth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council 
 

164. In considering the date and venue of the Fiftieth Meeting of the Council, the Council Director for 

Cambodia informed the Council that the Government of Cambodia would accept the responsibility of 

hosting the next Council Meeting in Cambodia in 2018. 
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165. While expressing its appreciation of the offer made by Cambodia to host the next Council 

Meeting in Cambodia, the Council requested the Secretary-General to discuss with the Council Director 

for the Cambodia and finalize the exact date and venue of the next meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. 

 

 

11.3 Vote of Thanks to the Host Government 
 

166. On behalf of the Council Directors, the Council Director for Thailand expressed the Councilôs 

appreciation to the Government of the Brunei Darussalam for hosting and for the arrangements of the 

Forty-ninth Meeting of the Council. He also congratulated the Chairperson of the Meeting for the 

successful conduct of the Meeting, and looked forward to the enhancement of SEAFDEC to enable it to 

continue performing its role in the sustainable development of fisheries in our region. He expressed his 

gratitude to the Secretariat of the Meeting especially the staff of the Department of Fisheries of Brunei 

Darussalam for the smooth arrangements of the Meeting and for making the stay of the delegates in 

Brunei Darussalam a memorable one. His Remarks appears as Annex 42. 

 

XII . CLOSING OF THE MEETING  

 

167. The Chairperson expressed his appreciation to the Council Directors and the representatives from 

regional and international organizations as well as the Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General, and 

Chiefs of Departments for the support accorded him during the Meeting. He also expressed his sincere 

gratitude to the Secretariat of the Meeting for their hard work which led to the success of the Meeting. 

With that note, he declared the Forty-ninth Meeting of the Council closed.  
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Annex 1 
 

LIST  OF PARTICIPANTS  

 

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM  

 

Abdul Halidi Mohd Salleh 
SEAFDEC Council Director for Brunei 

Darussalam and Director of Fisheries 

Department of Fisheries, Brunei Darussalam  

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism  

Muara Fisheries Complex  

SPG 287-53, Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa  

BT1728, Brunei Darussalam  

Tel: +673 2770066 to 7  

Fax: +673 2770163  

E-mail: halidi.salleh@fisheries.gov.bn 

  
 

Mariani Haji Sabtu (Ms.)  

SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for 

Brunei Darussalam and Acting Deputy Director 

Department of Fisheries, Brunei Darussalam  

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism  

Muara Fisheries Complex  

SPG 287-53, Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa  

BT1728, Brunei Darussalam  

Tel: +673 2770066 to 7  

Fax: +673 2770163  

E-mail: marianisabtu27@gmail.com  
 

 

Munah Haji Lampoh (Ms.) 
Senior Fisheries Officer 

 

Department of Fisheries, Brunei Darussalam  

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism  

Muara Fisheries Complex  

SPG 287-53, Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa  

BT1728, Brunei Darussalam  

Tel: +673 2770066 to 7  

Fax: +673 2770163  

E-mail: munah.lampoh@fisheries.gov.bn  

 
 

Hajah Noorizan Haji Abdul Karim (Ms.)  

Senior Fisheries Officer 

Department of Fisheries, Brunei Darussalam  

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism  

Muara Fisheries Complex  

SPG 287-53, Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa  

BT1728, Brunei Darussalam  

Tel: +673 2770066 to 7  

Fax: +673 2770163  

E-mail: noorizan.karim@fisheries.gov.bn  
 

 

Matzaini Haji Juna  

Fisheries Officer 

Department of Fisheries, Brunei Darussalam  

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism  

Muara Fisheries Complex  

SPG 287-53, Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa  

BT1728, Brunei Darussalam  

Tel: +673 2770066 to 7  

Fax: +673 2770163  

E-mail: matzaini.juna@gmail.com,  

matzaini.juna@fisheries.gov.bn  
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CAMBODIA  
 

H.E. Eng Cheasan 

SEAFDEC Council Director for Cambodia and 

Director-General   

 

 

 

Fisheries Administration, Ministry of Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)  

#186, Preah Norondom Blvd., Tonle Bassac ward  

Chamcar Mon Dist., Phnom Penh  

P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh, Cambodia  

Tel: +855 12915567  

E-mail: engrcheasan@yahoo.com  
 

Dr. Kao Sochivi (Ms.) 
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for 

Cambodia and Deputy Director-General 

Fisheries Administration, MAFF  

#186, Preah Norondom Blvd., Tonle Bassac ward  

Chamcar Mon Dist., Phnom Penh  

P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh, Cambodia  

Tel: +855 12202805  

E-mail: kaosochivi2017@gmail.com  

 

Dr. Em Puthy 

SEAFDEC National Coordinator for Cambodia 

and Deputy Directorâ Department of Planning, 

Finance and International Cooperation 

Fisheries Administration, MAFF 

#186, Preah Norondom Blvd., Tonle Bassac ward 

Chamcar Mon Dist., Phnom Penh  

P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Tel: +855 15 977567 

E-mail: emputhy@yahoo.com  

 

Kompheak Neou 

Chie of Agricultural ASEAN office 

Department of International Cooperation 

#200, Preah Norodom Blvd., Tonle Bassac ward 

Chamcar Mon Dist., Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

Tel: +855 12 734744 

E-mail: neou_kompheak@hotmail.com 

  

INDONESIA  

  

Rifky Effendi Hardijanto  

SEAFDEC Council Director for Indonesia and 

Secretary-General  

 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF)  

Mina Bahari Building I, 1
st
 Floor  

Medan merdeka Timur Street No.16  

Jakarta 10110, Indonesia  

Tel: 62 21 3500045  

E-mail: rifkyhardijanto@kkp.go.id  

 

Dr. Achmad Poernomo 
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for 

Indonesia and Senior Advisor to the Minister for 

Economics, Social and 

Cultural Affairs 

 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF)  

Mina Bahari Building I, 1
st
 Floor  

Medan merdeka Timur Street No.16  

Jakarta 10110, Indonesia  

Tel: 62 21 3522938  

E-mail: achmad.poernomo@kkp.go.id  

 nc.indonesia@gmail.com  
 

Alza Rendian Rendian 

Analyst for Regional Cooperations,  

Bureau of Cooperations and Public Relations  

 

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF)  

Mina Bahari Building I, 5
th
 Floor  

Medan merdeka Timur Street No.16  

Jakarta 10110, Indonesia  

Tel: +62 21 3864293 ext. 7510  

E-mail: alzarendian@gmail.com  
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JAPAN 

 

Shigeto Hase 

SEAFDEC Council Director for Japan and 

Deputy Director-General 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 

Tokyo, 100-8907 Japan 

Tel: +81 3 67442367 

Fax: +81 3 35020571 

E-mail: shigeto_hase570@maff.go.jp 
 

Koichi Tahara  
Director, 

Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Office, 

International Division 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 

Tokyo, 100-8907 Japan 

Tel: +81 3 67442367 

Fax: +81 3 35020571 

E-mail: koichi_tahara510@maff.go.jp 
 

Mari Mishima (Ms.)  

Technical Officer, 

Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Office 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 

Tokyo, 100-8907 Japan 

Tel: +81 3 67442367 

Fax: +81 3 35020571 

E-mail: mari_mishima860@maff.go.jp 
 

Sayaka Iwai (Ms.) 
Interpreter 

Fisheries Agency of Japan 

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 

Tokyo, 100-8907 Japan 

Tel: +81 3 67442367 

E-mail: sayakaiwai@gmail.com 

 

LAO PDR 

 

Bounthong Saphakdy 

SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for Lao 

PDR and Deputy Director-General 

Department of Livestock and Fisheries 

P.O. Box 6644, Vientiane 01000 Lao PDR 

Tel: +856 21 215243 

Fax: +856 21 215141 

E-mail: saphakdy@yahoo.com 
 

Akhane Phomsouvanh 
SEAFDEC National Coordinator for  

Lao PDR and Deputy Director of  

Fisheries Division 

Department of Livestock and Fisheries 

P.O. Box 6644, Vientiane 01000 Lao PDR 

Tel/Fax: +856 21 217869 

E-mail: akhane@live.com  

 

MALAYSIA  

 

Zulkafli bin Abd. Rashid  

SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director  

for Malaysia and Deputy Director-General  

Department of Fisheries Malaysia 

Level 6, Tower Block, 4G2 

Wisma Tani, Precinct 4 

62628, Putrajaya, Malaysia 

Tel: +60 3 8870 4003 

Mobile: +60 12 3707933 

E-mail: zulkaflirashid@dof.gov.my  
 

Adul Rahman bin Abdul Wahab 
Section Head,  

International Section  

Department of Fisheries Malaysia 

Level 2, Tower Block, 4G2 

Wisma Tani, Precint 4 

62628, Putrajaya, Malaysia 
Tel: +60 3 8870 4210 

E-mail: rahman_wahab@dof.gov.my  

mailto:shigeto_hase570@maff.go.jp
mailto:koichi_tahara510@maff.go.jp
mailto:saphakdy@yahoo.com
mailto:akhane@live.com
mailto:ismail@dof.gov.my
mailto:mazaki@dof.gov.my
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MYANMAR  

 

Khin Maung Maw   

SEAFDEC Council Director for Myanmar  

and Director-General  

 

 

Department of Fisheries 

Ministry of Agriculture Livestock and Immigration  

Office (36), Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar 

Tel: +95 9 5059326 

E-mail: irnp@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Kyaw Kyaw 
Deputy Director 

Department of Fisheries 

Ministry of Agriculture Livestock and Immigration  

Office (36), Nay Pyi Taw 

Myanmar 

Tel: +95 9 782865279 

E-mail: kyaw.72@gmail.com 

  

PHILIPPINES  

 

Nestor D. Domenden 

Regional Director, 

BFAR-RF01 

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

Government Center, City of San Fernando 

LA Union, Philippines 

Tel: +632 928 5511038 

Fax: +632 72 2421559 

E-mail: nddomenden@gmail.com 

 

SINGAPORE 

 

Dr. Tan Lee Kim (Ms.) 

SEAFDEC Council Director for Singapore and 

Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Corporate & 

Technology 

Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority  

of Singapore (AVA) 

52 Jurong Gateway Road 

#14-01, Singapore 608550 

Tel: +65 68052949 

Fax: +65 63341831 

E-mail: tan_lee_kim@ava.gov.sg 

  

Lim Huan Sein 
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director and 

National Coordinator for Singapore and 

Director of Aquaculture Technology 

Department 

Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority  

of Singapore (AVA) 

52 Jurong Gateway Road 

#13-01, Singapore 608550 

Tel: +65 68052939 

Fax: +65 63341831 

E-mail: lim_huan_sein@ava.gov.sg  

 

Dr. Cheryl Goh (Ms.) 
Deputy Director, 

Fisheries Management and Compliance  

Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority  

of Singapore (AVA)  

52 Jurong Gateway Road  

#14-01, Singapore 608550  

Tel: +65 68052816  

Fax: +65 63341831  

E-mail: cheryl_goh@ava.gov.sg  

 

Seow Hui Ching (Ms.) 
Scientist,  

Aquaculture Section 

Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority  

of Singapore (AVA) 

Sembawang Research Station, Lorong Chencharu 

Singapore 769194 

Tel:  +65 67519850 

E-mail:  seow_hui_ching@ava.gov.sg 

 

 

mailto:Mr.Khinmaungmaw@gmail.com
mailto:lee_kwong_weng@ava.gov.sg
mailto:lim_huan_sein@ava.gov.sg
mailto:cheryl_goh@ava.gov.sg
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THAILAND  

 

Dr. Chumnarn Pongsri 

SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for 

Thailand  and Deputy Director-General 

Department of Fisheries 

Kaset Klang, Phaholyotin Rd.  

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand 

Tel: +662 5620524 

Mobile: +669 92878512 

Fax: +662 5620554 

E-mail: chumnarnp@gmail.com 

 

Chuanpid Chantarawarathit (Ms.) 

SEAFDEC National Coordinator for 

Thailand and Acting Senior Expert on 

International Fisheries Affairs  

 

Department of Fisheries 

Kaset Klang, Phaholyotin Rd.  

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand 

Tel/Fax: +662 5620529 

E-mail: chuanpidc@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Suttinee Limthammahisorn (Ms.) 

Director,  

Fisheries Resource Management and 

Measures Division  

Department of Fisheries 

Kaset Klang, Phaholyotin Rd.  

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand 

Tel: +662 5610320 

Fax: +662 5614689 

E-mail: suttinel@gmail.com 

  

Arnant Alamart  

Plan and Policy Analog, 

Planning Division 

   

  

 

Department of Fisheries 

Kaset Klang, Phaholyotin Rd.  

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand 

Tel: +662 562 0586 

Fax: +662 5620531 

E-mail: aparknum@gmail.com 
 

VIET NAM  
 

Dr. Tran Dinh Luan  

SEAFDEC Council Director for Viet Nam 

and Deputy Director-General  

 

Directorate of Fisheries (D-Fish) 

10 Nguyen Cong Hoan Street  

Ba Dinh District 

Hanoi, Viet Nam 

Tel: +84 903458885 

E-mail: tdluan.dah@gmail.com  
 

Nguyen Thi Trang Nhung (Ms.) 

SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for 

Viet Nam and Deputy Director of 

Department of Science Technology & 

International Cooperation  

Directorate of Fisheries (D-Fish) 

10 Nguyen Cong Hoan Street  

Ba Dinh District 

Hanoi, Viet Nam 

Tel: +84 913153865 

E-mail: trangnhungicd@gmail.com 

 

SEAFDEC 

 

The Secretariat 

Dr. Kom Silapajarn  
Secretary-General  

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 29406326 

Fax: +66 29406336 

E-mail: sg@seafdec.org   
 

 

mailto:chumnarnp@gmail.com
mailto:trangnhungicd@gmail.com
mailto:sg@seafdec.org
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Dr. Kaoru Ishii  

Deputy Secretary-General  

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 29406326, 092 0246091 

Fax: +66 29406336 

E-mail: dsg@seafdec.org   
 

Dr. Magnus Torell 

Senior Advisor 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 29551571 

Fax: +66 29406336 

E-mail: magnus@seafdec.org   
 

Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon 

Policy and Program Coordinator 

 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 29406333 

Fax: +66 29406336 

E-mail: somboon@seafdec.org   

 

Isao Koya 

Assistant Trust Fund Manager 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 29406326, 091 7596259 

Fax: +66 29406336 

E-mail: koya@seafdec.org   

 

Tetsuya Kawashima 
Technical Expert on Trust Fund Project 

 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 29406326, 091 7596259 

Fax: +66 29406336 

E-mail: kawashima@seafdec.org   

 

Nualanong Tongdee (Ms.) 

Information Program Coordinator 

 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 29551518 

Fax: +66 29406336 

E-mail: nual@seafdec.org   

  

Dr. Worawit Wanchana 

Assistant Policy and Program Coordinator 

 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok 10903, Thailand 

Tel: +66 29406326 

Fax: +66 29406336 

E-mail: worawit@seafdec.org   

  

Kannika Boonkananurak (Ms.) 
Finance Officer of SEAFDEC Secretariat 

and Administrative and Finance Division 

Head of SEAFDEC/TD  

 

SEAFDEC Training Department (TD) 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 

Tel: +66 24256100 ext. 150 

Fax: +66 24256110 to 11 

E-mail: kannika@seafdec.org   
 

 

 

mailto:dsg@seafdec.org
mailto:magnus@seafdec.org
mailto:somboon@seafdec.org
mailto:iwata@seafdec.org
mailto:iwata@seafdec.org
mailto:nual@seafdec.org
mailto:worawit@seafdec.org
mailto:kannika@seafdec.org
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Training Department (TD) 

 

Dr. Yutta na Theparoonrat 

Training and Research Supporting Division 

Head  

 

SEAFDEC Training Department (TD) 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 

Tel: +66 24256100 ext. 120 

Fax: +66 24256110 to 11 

E-mail: yuttana@seafdec.org   

 

Panitnard Taladon (Ms.) 

Special Departmental Coordinator of TD  

and Senior Instructor/Researcher  

SEAFDEC Training Department (TD) 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 

Tel: +66 24256100 ext. 116 

Fax: +66 24256110 to 11 

E-mail: panitnard@seafdec.org   

 

Angkhanarat Tomyai (Ms.) 

Assistant Administrative and Finance 

Division Head  

 

SEAFDEC Training Department (TD) 

P.O. Box 97 Phrasamutchedi 

Samut Prakan 10290, Thailand 

Tel: +66  081 9225208 

Fax: +66 24256110 to 11 

E-mail: angkhanarat@seafdec.org   

 

Aquaculture Department (AQD) 

 

Dr. Chihaya Nakayasu 

Acting Chief of SEAFDEC/AQD  

 

SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department (AQD) 

Tigbauan Main Station 

Tigbauan 5021, Iloilo, Philippines 

Tel/Fax: +63 33 5118878 

E-mail: cnakayasu@seafdec.org.ph 

 

Dr. Evelyn Grace DJ Ayson (Ms.) 

Research Division Head 

 

SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department (AQD) 

Tigbauan Main Station (TMS) 

Tigbauan 5021, Iloilo, Philippines 

Tel: +63 33 3307010 

Fax: +63 33 3307011 

E-mail: edjayson@seafdec.org.ph 

 

Jiji J. Rillo (Ms.)  

Administration and Finance OIC  

and Budget & Cashiering Section  

Acting Head  

SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department (AQD) 

PSSC Building, Commonwealth Avenue 

Diliman, Quezon City 1100, Philippines 

Tel: +63 33 3307043 

Fax: +63 33 3307001 

E-mail: jirillo@seafdec.org.ph  

 

Anna F. Ortiz (Ms.) 
Administrative Assistant Manila Office 

SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department (AQD) 

G/F PSSC Bldg Commonwealth Avenue 

Diliman Quezon city 1101 

Philippines 

Tel: +63 2 9277825 

Tel/Fax: +63 2 9277825 

E-mail: aqdmanila@seafdec.org.ph  

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:panitnard@seafdec.org
mailto:panitnard@seafdec.org
mailto:angkhanarat@seafdec.org
mailto:edjayson@seafdec.org.ph
mailto:jirillo@seafdec.org.ph
mailto:aqdmanila@seafdec.org.ph
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Marine Fisheries Research Department (MFRD) 

 

Yeap Soon Eong 

Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRD 

SEAFDEC Marine Fisheries Research Department (MFRD) 

2 Perahu Road, Singapore 718915 

Tel: +65 67907973 

Fax: +65 68613196 

E-mail: Yeap_Soon_Eong@ava.gov.sg    

 

Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (MFRDMD)  
 

Raja Bidin Raja Hassan 

Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

 

SEAFDEC Marine Fishery Resources Development and 

Management Department (MFRDMD) 

Taman Perikanan Chendering 

21080 Kuala Terengganu,  

Terengganu, Malaysia 

Tel: +60 9 6175940 

Fax: +60 9 6175136 

E-mail: rbidin@seafdec.org.my  

    

Kenji Taka  
Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD 

SEAFDEC Marine Fishery Resources Development and 

Management Department (MFRDMD)  

Taman Perikanan Chendering  

21080 Kuala Terengganu,  

Terengganu, Malaysia  

Tel: +60 9 6175940  

Fax: +60 9 6174042  

E-mail: takisan@affrc.go.jp  

 

 

Abdul Razak Latun  
Special Departmental Coordinator  

for SEAFDEC/MFRDMD  

SEAFDEC Marine Fishery Resources Development and 

Management Department (MFRDMD)  

Taman Perikanan Chendering  

21080 Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu, Malaysia  

Tel: +60 9 6175940  

Fax: +60 9 6175136  

E-mail: abdulrazaklatun@seafdec.org.my     

 

Inland Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (IFRDMD) 
 

Dr. Arif Wi bowo  

Chief of SEAFDEC/IFRDMD  
SEAFDEC Inland Fishery Resources Development and 

Management Department (IFRDMD)  

Jl. Gab H. A. Bastari No. 08  

Kel. Silaberanti, Kec. Saberang UluI,  

Palembang 30252, Sumatera Selatan, Indonesia  

Tel: +62 711 5649600  

Fax: +62 711 5649601  

E-mail: wibowo@daad-alumni.de  
 

Dr. Satoshi Honda 

Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/IFRDMD 

SEAFDEC Inland Fishery Resources Development and 

Management Department (IFRDMD)  

Jl. Gab H. A. Bastari No. 08  

Kel. Silaberanti, Kec. Saberang UluI,  

Palembang 30252, Sumatera Selatan, Indonesia  

Tel: +62 711 5649600  

Fax: +62 711 5649601  

E-mail: deputy_chief@seafdec.or.id  

 

 

mailto:Yeap_Soon_Eong@ava.gov.sg
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Dr. Agus Djoko Utomo  

Special Departmental Coordinator  

for SEAFDEC/IFRDMD  

SEAFDEC Inland Fishery Resources Development and 

Management Department (IFRDMD)  

Jln. Gub HA. Bastari No.08  

RT. 29 RW.07 Kel. Silaberanti  

Kec. Seberang Ulu I, Jakabaring  

Palembang 30252, Sumatera Selatan, Indonesia  

Tel: +62 711 5649600  

Fax: +62 711 5649601  

E-mail: agussrgplg@yahoo.com   

 

OFFICIAL AUDITOR  

 

Phongtorn Doungphanya 

External Auditor 

P & A Audit Company Limited 

645 Mu Ban Chatkeaw, Soi Happyland 1  

Nawamin Rd., Klongjan Bangkapi  

Bangkok 10240, Thailand 

Tel:  +66 081-8115200 

E-mail:  Phongtorn.d@gmail.com   

 

OBSERVERS 

International Organizations 

 

David Brown 

Regional Fisheries Programme Consultant  

 

FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific  

39 Phra Athit Road, Phra Nakorn  

Bangkok 10200, Thailand  

Tel: 66 2 6974173  

Fax: 66 2 6974445  

E-mail: david.brown@fao.org  
 

Dr. Cherdsak Virapat 
Director General 

Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific (NACA) 

Suraswadi Building, Department of Fisheries 

Kasetsart University Campus 

Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand  

Tel: +66 25611728 

Fax: +66 25611727 

E-mail: cherdsak.virapat@enaca.org 

 

Christopher Rogers 
Assistant Director,  

International Fisheries, 

Office for International Affairs and  

Seafood Inspection 

 

 

United States Department of Commerce 

NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service 

1315 East-West Highway, Room 10658 

Silver Spring, Maryland USA 20910 

Phone: +1-301-427-8375 

Fax: +1-301-713-2313 

E-mail: christopher.rogers@noaa.gov 

 

Heidi Scuttenberg (Ms.) 
Coastal Resources Advisor 

 

USAID Bureau for Economic Growth 

Education and Environment  

1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, Washington DC 20523 

Phone: +1 202 7125065 

E-mail: hschuttenberg@usaid.gov  

 

Nives Mattich (Ms.) 

Deputy Chief of Party 

USAID/The Oceans and Fisheries Partnership 

208 Wireless Rd., 12
th
 Floor Lumpini  

Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330,Thailand 

E-mail: Nives.Mattich@oceans-partnership.org 

  

 

 

mailto:Phongtorn.d@gmail.com
mailto:cherdsak.virapat@enaca.org
mailto:christopher.rogers@noaa.gov
http://partnership.org/
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Aurelia Micko (Ms.)  
Deputy Office Director, 

Regional Environment Office 

USAID/Regional Development Mission for Asia 

Athenee Tower 25
th

 Fl., 63 Wireless Road  

Patumwan, Bangkok 10330, Thailand 

Phone: +66 2 2573000 

E-mail: amicko@usaid.gov 

 

Isabelle Vanderbeck (Ms.) 

Task Manager 

GEF International Waters  

9000 17th Street, N.W., Suite 506  

Washington DC 20006  

Phone: +1 202 7254201  

E-mail: isabelle.vanderbeck10@gmail.com  

 

Hidenao Watanabe 

Fisheries Management Policy Adviser 

 

Directorate of Fisheries  

MARD of Viet Nam 

A1 Room 311, 10 Nguyen Cong Hoan 

Ba-Dinh, Hanoi, Viet Nam 

Tel:  +84 437245374; +84 125 333 0204 

E-mail: watahide527@gmail.com 

 

SECRETARIAT OF THE MEETING  

 

Matinee Boonyintu (Ms.) 

Senior Administration Officer  

 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

E-mail:  matinee@seafdec.org 

Julasak Markawat 

General Service Officer  

 

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

E-mail:  julasak@seafdec.org   

Satana Duangsawasdi 

Information Officer  

SEAFDEC Secretariat 

E-mail:  satana@seafdec.org 

Michael Somchai Fox  

 

Mofo Media Company  

E-mail: mofoprodukshun@gmail.com  

Noor Dafinah Haji Jelani (Ms.) Department of Fisheries, Brunei Darussalam 

E-mail: noordafinah.jelani@fisheries.gov.bn 

Rinahwati Haji Masri (Ms.)  

 

Department of Fisheries, Brunei Darussalam  

E-mail: rinahwati.masri@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:anakatsuma@usaid.gov
mailto:matinee@seafdec.org
mailto:julasak@seafdec.org
mailto:satana@seafdec.org
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Annex 2 

 

WELCOME REMARKS  

 

By Dr. Tran Dinh Luan 

 

Deputy Director-General of Directorate of Fisheries, Department of Science, Technology and 
International Cooperation of Viet Nam and Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council  

for the Year 2016-2017 
 

Our Guest of Honor, Dr. Haji Abdul Manaf bin Haji Metussin, 

My colleagues, the SEAFDEC Council of Directors, 

Delegates from the SEAFDEC Member Countries, 

The Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General, and officials of SEAFDEC, 

Representatives from collaborating organizations, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Good morning! 

 

It gives me a great honor and pleasure to welcome all of you to this 49
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC 

Council. On this auspicious occasion, please let me express my sincere appreciation to the Government of 

Brunei Darussalam for the kind hospitality and arrangements for this important meeting of SEAFDEC. I 

would also like to express my sincere gratitude to all the Distinguished Council Directors, country 

representatives and delegates from our collaborating organizations for attending this meeting. 

 

I do believe, and I am sure all of us will agree that 2016 has been another significant year for SEAFDEC 

as it continues to reap big achievements, especially in terms of its progress in several aspects. Some 

remarkable achievements during the year could be highlighted by our endorsement of several regional 

policy frameworks, particularly during the High-level Consultation in August, when we adopted the ñJoint 

ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the 

Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products.ò We are all aware that addressing problems on 

IUU fishing requires collective efforts among concerned countries. On behalf of all Member Countries, I 

would therefore like to express my appreciation to SEAFDEC for the efforts in facilitating the 

development of the Joint Declaration which serves as a guide that provides important regional framework 

for countries to address one of the very challenging issues in fisheries which is combating IUU fishing in 

our region. 

 

During the year, several policy frameworks developed by SEAFDEC were acknowledged by high-level 

authorities of the ASEAN, and endorsed through the 38
th
 AMAF Meeting held in Singapore. Besides the 

Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration, the ñASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the Management of 

Fishing Capacityò and the ñRegional Guidelines on Traceability System for Aquaculture Products in the 

ASEAN Regionò were also endorsed. I therefore would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 

SEAFDEC for such achievements, and encouraged SEAFDEC to continue this momentum of work in the 

future. During this Council Meeting, the programs of SEAFDEC would be discussed further and we 

should provide SEAFDEC the directives to enable it to continue its technical activities that address the 

priorities and requirements of the Member Countries. 

 

We should recall that before the end this year, SEAFDEC would celebrate its 50
th
 Anniversary. This is a 

remarkable year for SEAFDEC as a leading center for the promotion of sustainable fisheries development 

in our region. The program for its Anniversary Celebration would also be discussed as part of this Council 

Meeting. This is also an opportune time for SEAFDEC to propose its future direction beyond its 50 years. 

Our suggestions to improve the said proposal would make us confident that the future direction of 

SEAFDEC fits with the needs for sustainability of fisheries and aquaculture in the Southeast Asian region. 

 

My Colleagues in the Council, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The term of Viet Nam as Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council is about to complete soon. We would 

therefore like to take this opportunity to extend our utmost appreciation to SEAFDEC for the works that it 

had undertaken during the past years and planned for the coming years. We also wish to encourage 
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SEAFDEC to continue its good work in providing support to all Member Countries. We would also wish 

to express our utmost appreciation to colleagues in the SEAFDEC Council of Directors for extending their 

utmost support during our term as Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council.  

 

Our appreciation is also extended to the organizations and agencies collaborating with SEAFDEC for 

providing generous support and cooperation throughout the past year. Your continued support and 

sustained partnership allowed SEAFDEC to implement activities that are beneficial to the countries in the 

region. 

 

With this note, Ladies and Gentlemen, I look forward to a fruitful discussion during this Council Meeting 

that would bring us towards the sustainability of fisheries in the years to come.  

 

Good day and Thank you. 
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Annex 3 

 

WELLCOME ADDRESS  

 
By Mr. Abdul Halidi Mohd Salleh 

 

Director-General, Department of Fisheries of Brunei Darussalam  
 

Bismaillah Hir Rahman Hir Rahim, 

 

Dr. Haji Abdul Manaf bin Haji Metussin, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Primary Resources and 

Tourism, as our Guest of Honor, 

Dr. Tran Dinh Luan, Chairperson of SEAFDEC Council for 2016-2017, 

Fellow Council Directors and Delegates of SEAFDEC Member Countries, 

SEAFDEC Secretary General, Delegates of International Organizations, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarkatuh and a very good morning. 

 

First and foremost, I would like to thank Dr. Haji Abdul Manaf bin Haji Metussin, Permanent Secretary, 

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism for being here with us this morning to grace the opening of 

the 49
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council and the launching of the electronic ASEAN Catch 

Documentation Scheme for Brunei Darussalam. 

 

To the delegates, on behalf of the Department of Fisheries Brunei Darussalam as the Chair of the 

organizing committee, we would like to extend our warmest welcome and deep appreciation for your 

participation in this important meeting and it is my honor and pleasure to host this 49
th
 Meeting of the 

SEAFDEC Council in Brunei Darussalam. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

At this Meeting we will also have substantive issues to discuss. The Meeting will deliberate on policy 

consideration on important regional issues such as combating IUU fishing in the region pursuant to the 

adoption of ASEAN-SEAFDEC Joint Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing 

and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products. 

 

We also have responsibility to discuss further on the Concept Proposal Towards the Development of de by 

the ASEAN Common Policy in response to the recommendations made by the 38
th
 AMAF Meeting Last 

year. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

We certainly have enough issues on the agenda and I look forward to a fruitful and for the Council to 

come to a consensus on various issues that will help us to develop and manage the regional fisheries 

resources in a sustainable manner for the benefit of Member Countries. 

 

Finally, I wish everyone will have a pleasant stay in Brunei Darussalam and apologize for any 

shortcoming since your arrival yesterday to come late. 

 

Wabillahi Taufik Wal Hidayah Wassalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarkatuh. 

 

Good morning. 

 

Have a great day ahead. 

Thank you very much. 
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Annex 4 

 

OPENING SPEECH 

 
By Dr. Haji Abdul Manaf bin Haji Metussin 

 

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism 
 

Bismaillah Hir Rahman Nir Rahim 

 

Dr. Tran Dinh Luan, Chairperson of SEAFDEC Council for 2016-2017, 

Abdul Halidi Mohd Salleh, the Director of Fisheries of Brunei Darussalam as the Chai of the Organizing 

Committee, 

Distinguished SEAFDEC Council Directors, 

SEAFDEC Secretary-General 

Distinguished Guest and Delegates from SEAFDEC Member Countries and International Organizations. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Assalamalaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarkatuh and a very good morning. 

 

It is my great pleasure and privilege to be invited to officiate the 49
th
 Meeting of SEAFDEC Council. 

 

On behalf of the Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism and the Government of Brunei Darussalam, I 

am both of honored and proud to offer you our most sincere welcomes to all of you here to Brunei 

Darussalam. It is also indeed an hour to host this important meeting on fisheries for the third time since 

Brunei Darussalam being a Member Countries to SEAFDEC. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Brunei Darussalam applauds SEAFDEC for its contribution to regional cooperation particularly in 

promoting sustainable fisheries Development in the ASEAN region. We recognize the significant 

achievement made by SEAFDEC particularly on the Regional Cooperation Initiatives in the past year 

which have proven existence of SEAFDEC. 

 
One of the achievement is the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Joint Declaration on Regional Cooperation for 

Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fisheries Products 

during ASEAN-SEAFDEC High-level Consultation organized on the 3
rd
 August 2016, Bangkok, 

Thailand. 

 

The Joint Declaration was also addressed during the ASEAN Summit in September 2016 in Vientiane, 

Lao PDR where the Heads of States/Government of ASEAN Member States welcome the Joint 

Declaration on itôs the Countries to combat IUU fishing in the region. 

 

Meanwhile the 38
th
 Meeting of the ASEAN Ministry on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) in Singapore 

on 6 October 2016 had also noted the Joint Declaration and Encouraged the ASEAN Member States to 

intensity its implementation. 

 

The 38
th
 AMAF Meeting also recommend ASEAN Member States to develop the ñASEAN Common 

Fisheries Policyò in or der to strengthening collective efforts for sustainable and responsible fisheries and 

food security in the AEAN region. I was made to understand that SEAFDEC had prepared a Concept 

Proposal Towards the Development of ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy in response to the 

recommendations. 

 

Brunei Darussalam will give its utmost effort in supporting SEAFDEC programs to pursue the ASEAN-

SEAFDEC Joint Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the 

Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products and development of the ASEAN Common 

Fisheries Policy. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Improving traceability of marine capture fisheries is one of the big challenges facing in ASEAN region, 

due to require strengthening the effective fisheries management frameworks as well as Monitoring, 

Control and Surveillances. We believe that the improvement of traceability through the implementation of 

electronic ASEAN Catch Document Scheme or eACDS developed by SEAFDEC could increase our 

performance in management of fisheries while preventing the entry of fish and fishery products from IUU 

fishing into the supply chains. Since Brunei Darussalam is the first country to conduct the Pilot Electronic 

ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme, we would like to express our appreciation to SEAFDEC as well 

as the funding support from the Japanese Trust Fund and Government of Sweden for developing and 

training on the electronic ASEAN Catch Document Scheme in Brunei Darussalam. The electronic Catch 

Documentation Scheme will be launched shortly. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I was also made to understand that SEAFDEC will be celebrating its 50
th
 anniversary this year. In this 

connection, I wish to congratulate SEAFDEC for the achievements in its mandate to develop and manage 

the fisheries potential of the region by rational utilization of the resources for providing food security and 

safety to the people and alleviating poverty through transfer of new technologies, resources and 

information dissemination activities. 

 

For us here in Brunei Darussalam, fisheries is hailed as one of the economic drivers to move away from 

our total dependency of oil and gas. We have been vigorously promoting the fisheries main sectors, 

namely aquaculture and processing, to interested investors locally and overseas. We have open up our 

shores for inshore and offshore aquaculture. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Before I end my speech, I wish the forty-ninth Meeting of SEAFDEC Council being held in Brunei 

Darussalam in the few days will be as fruitful Meeting. 

 

While you are in Brunei Darussalam, I would like to invite to you to spare some of your precious time 

during your stay here, to explore the sight and sound of Brunei Darussalam the Abode of Peace, where 

you can experience the culture, cuisine, beauty, hospitality and warmth of what we have to offer in all the 

four districts of the country. I wish you all the best and have a pleasant stay in Brunei Darussalam. 

 

Lastly, I would like to express my appreciation to the combine effort made by SEAFDEC Secretariat and 

Department of Fisheries of Brunei Darussalam as the organizers of the 49
th
 SEAFDEC Council Meeting 

for the excellent of the Meeting. 

 

With the kalimah Bilmillah Hirahman Hirahhim, it is my pleasure to declare the Forty-ninth Meeting of 

Council of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center open and take this opportunity to lunch the 

pilot electronic ASEAN Catch Document Scheme testing in Brunei Darussalam. 

 

Wabillah taufik wl hiddayah Wassalamu alaikum warahmatullahi  wabarakatuh 

 

Thank you very much and have a great morning. 
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Annex 5 

 

AGENDA 

 

Agenda 1: Procedural Matters 

 

1.1 Opening of the Meeting by current Chair of SEAFDEC Council for the Year 2016-

2017 

1.2 Election of a new Chair of SEAFDEC Council for the Year 2017-2018 

1.3 Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangements for the Meeting 

 

Agenda 2: Report of the Secretary-General 

 

Agenda 3:  Note of the Chair of the SEAFDEC Program Committee on the Results of the Thirty-

Ninth Meeting 

 

Agenda 4:  Note of the Chair of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC 

Strategic Partnership (ASSP) on the Results of the Nineteenth Meeting of FCG/ASSP 

 

Agenda 5:  Policy Consideration on Important Issues 
 

5.1 Issues on Combating IUU Fishing 

5.1.1 ASEAN Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from 

IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain  

5.1.2 Regional Fishing Vessels Record  

5.1.3 ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme  

5.1.4 Regional Cooperation to Support the Implementation of the Port State 

Measures in ASEAN Region  

5.1.5 Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity   

 

5.2  Other Emerging Issues 

 5.2.1 CITES Issues: Regional Common/Coordinated Position 

 5.2.2 Labor Aspects: ASEAN Guidelines on Implementation of Labor Standards for 

the Fisheries Sector 

5.2.3 New US Seafood Traceability Programs 

5.2.4 CCAMLR's NCP Engagement Strategy 

5.2.5 Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve 

and Sustainably Use the Oceans, Seas and Marine Resources for Sustainable 

Development 

 

5.3 Regional Cooperation to Promote Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture 

5.3.1 Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the 

ASEAN Region  

5.3.2 Conservation and Management of Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources and 

Promotion of Sustainable Aquaculture 

5.3.2.1 Regional Status of Tropical Anguillid Eels by IFRDMD 

5.3.2.2 Enhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of 

Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources in Southeast Asia (Arranging New 

JAIF Project) 

5.3.3 Regional Policy Recommendations for Development and Use of Alternative 

Dietary Ingredients in Aquaculture Feed Formulations: Establishment of the 

Regional Database of Alternative Feed Ingredients in Aquaculture 

5.3.4 Proposed ASEAN Regional Technical Consultation on Aquatic Emergency 

Preparedness and Response Systems for Effective Management of 

Transboundary Disease Outbreaks in Southeast Asia 

5.3.5 Supportive Program for Implementation of the Regional Approaches for 

Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF)  
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Agenda 6: Other Matters 

 
6.1 Follow-up Action to ASEAN-SEAFDEC Joint Declaration on Combating IUU 

Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products 

6.2 Directive on Development of the Common Fisheries Policy for ASEAN  

6.3 Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and Aquaculture 2017 (SEASOFIA-2017) 

6.4 Consideration of Japanese Trust Fund VII 

6.5 Establishment of Regional Repository Center for Marine Fisheries 

6.6 Monitoring Methodologies for the Resources of Inland Fisheries and Freshwater 

Aquaculture in ASEAN Member States 

 

Agenda 7: Cooperation with International/Regional Organizations and Non-member 

Governments 
 

Agenda 8: Future Direction Requested by the Council (Closed Session) (to be attended by Member 

Countriesô Head Delegates and SEAFDEC Secretary-General) 

 

Agenda 9: Management of the Center (Closed Session) 

   

9.5 Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels  

9.6 Future Direction of SEAFDEC Beyond its 50
th
 Year 

9.7 The 50
th 

Anniversary of SEAFDEC 

9.8 Collaborative Arrangements between SEAFDEC and Other Organizations  

 

Agenda 10:  Financial Matters (Closed Session) 

 

10.1 Adoption of Audited Financial Report for the Year 2015 

10.2 Un-audited Financial Report for the Year 2016, and Status of the Financial Situation 

for the Year 2017 

10.3 Proposed Budgetary Requirements of the Center for the Year 2018 

10.4 Other Financial Matters  

 

Agenda 11:  Concluding Matters 

 

 11.1 Adoption of the Report and Press Statement 

11.2 Date and Venue of the Fiftieth Meeting of the Council 

11.3 Vote of Thanks to the Host Government 

 

Agenda 12:  Closing of the Meeting 
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Annex 6 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE THIRTY -NINTH MEETING OF SEAFDEC PROGRAM 

COMMITTEE  

 

The Thirty-ninth Meeting of the Program Committee of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development 

Center (SEAFDEC) was held in Yogyakarta, Indonesia from 28 to 30 November 2016 and hosted by the 

Inland Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (IFRDMD). The Meeting reviewed 

the programs implemented by SEAFDEC in 2016 and scrutinized the programs to be implemented in 2017 

to ensure that these have been formulated and implemented in line with the priorities and needs of the 

Member Countries. The list of SEAFDEC Programs and Activities for 2016-2017 appears as Appendix 1. 

The Meeting was chaired by the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC in his capacity as the Chairperson of 

SEAFDEC Program Committee. 

 

The Meeting took note of the progress and achievements made by SEAFDEC in the implementation of the 

Program under the FCG/ASSP Mechanism in 2016, which comprises twenty-three (23) projects, 21 of 

which have been categorized under five Program Thrusts: 1) Developing and promoting responsible 

fisheries for poverty alleviation and food security; 2) Enhancing capacity and competitiveness to facilitate 

international and intra-regional trade; 3) Improving management concepts and approached for sustainable 

fisheries; 4) Providing policy and advisory services for planning and executing management of fisheries; 

and 5) Addressing international fisheries-related issues from a regional perspective; and two under the 

ñSpecial Projectò. In addition, the Program Committee noted the completion in 2016 of one project. After 

the deliberations, the Program Committee approved the implementation of the programs, and provided 

recommendations summarized as follows:  

 

Program Thrust I: Developing and Promoting Responsible Fisheries for Poverty Alleviation and Food 

Security: 

 

1. Human Resources Development (HRD) for Sustainable Fisheries 

- TD to consider the lessons learned from the project implementation in the AMSs in 

continuing the implementation of the project 

- TD to share lessons learned from the activities at pilot-learning sites in Cambodia, Viet Nam 

and Myanmar, with the other AMSs 

- TD to involve EAFM trainers of Malaysia in the planned activities in Myanmar and other 

countries in the future, where the experience of Malaysia could be shared 

- TD to mobilize the experiences and lessons learned from this project in exploring the ways 

and means of strengthening the capacity of the AMSs in creating alternative livelihoods for 

small-scale fishers  

- Myanmar to coordinate with TD in the implementation of relevant activities at the project-

learning site in Myanmar 

- TD to revisit the activities workplans to ensure that the project objective on ñstrengthening 

knowledge and skills of the national officers in dealing with the sustainable fisheries 

development in all aspectsò is achieved 

- TD to highlight and compile some significant findings from the project implementation 

during 2013 to 2016 and share such information with the AMSs 

- TD to cooperate with other relevant regional initiatives on this aspect, e.g. FAO/GEF, 

Sweden, USAID-Oceans, in the formulation and implementation of workplans taking into 

consideration the abovementioned recommendations 

 

2. Optimizi ng Energy Use/Improving Safety Onboard in Fishing Activities 

- Japan to conduct training for trainers on safety at sea and energy saving in Malaysia, with 

trainers to be provided by Japan and funding to be secured from various sources, e.g. JTF etc. 

- TD to establish clear goals and indicators of achievements of the project (to include trawls 

and seines) 

- TD to explore other funding sources for the project activity on vessels design to be carried 

out beyond 2017 

- TD to come up with a documentation of the techniques on energy saving based on the outputs 

of the activities 
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- TD to mobilize the results from studies on carbon footprints for tuna capture fisheries 

conducted by Indonesia for the improvement of the project activities, especially in 

minimizing the use of energy in capture fisheries 

- TD to collaborate with the Philippines in the implementation of this project taking into 

consideration the experiences of the Philippines in promoting safety at sea and optimizing 

energy for small-scale fishing vessels, especially fiberglass fishing vessels 

- TD to mobilize the information from updates and progress on ASEAN activities on climate 

change mitigation and adaptation measures to improve the implementation of this project  

- TD to summarize the major achievements of the project for dissemination to the Member 

Countries 

- SEAFDEC to provide assistance to Malaysia on improvement of safety at sea and working 

conditions of fishers onboard fishing vessels, to enable the country to comply with 

international requirements 

 

3. Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources Enhancement Measures in Critical 

Habitats/Fishing Grounds in Southeast Asia 

- TD to include capacity building activities on monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness 

of fisheries resources enhancement designs/measures developed by the project, and to 

improve scientific monitoring techniques for resource/habitat enhancement 

- TD to consider merging some of the activities with the fisheries refugia project to optimize 

allocation of resources 

- TD to continue the activity in Lao PDR in 2017 as follow-up on the previous activities 

conducted under the project 

- Malaysia to collaborate with TD in a joint research particularly in comparing the efficiency 

between FADs and ARs, and to share information on its experiences and lessons learned in 

designing FADs 

- TD to include Myanmar in the implementation of this project through the countryôs 

participation in relevant training courses  

- Indonesia to share with TD and other AMSs the experiences gained from the countryôs 

research institutes on stock enhancement of inland fisheries 

 

4. Environment-friendly, Sustainable Utilization and Management of Fisheries and 

Aquaculture Resources  
- AQD to share the results from laboratory research work implemented under the activity on 

ñUse of Plant-based Protein Source in Tilapia Feeds for Improved Production Traitsò with the 

Member Countries 

- AQD to incorporate the experience of Viet Nam on rice-shrimp farming systems in relevant 

training courses to be conducted by AQD as this could serve as model for climate change 

adaptation measures in aquaculture 

- AQD to consider conducting collaborative research with national agencies of Malaysia on 

research and training in aquaculture 

- AQD to share the results of the activity on ñUse of Plant-based Protein Sources in Tilapia 

Feeds for Improved Production Traitsò as well as those from the activity on ñAppropriate 

Transport and Acclimation Strategies of Seashorsesò with Malaysia 

- AQD to extend support for the participation of Malaysia in training courses particularly on 

breeding of commercial aquatic species 

 

5. Enhancement of Sustainability of Catadromous Eel Resources in Southeast Asia  

- Member Countries that have eel industry, to monitor and record the annual and monthly data 

from wild caught eels and from eel aquaculture for compilation of long-term statistics on eel 

resources 

- IFRDMD to support the data recording system of Myanmar for the country to come up with 

better information on the trends of eel stocks, and to provide technical assistance to Myanmar 

on conservation and management of eels as well as in addressing eel farming issues 
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6. Promotion of Responsible Utilization of Inland Fisheries in Southeast Asia  

- TD to include Viet Nam in the implementation of the ñStudy on Co-management and Rights-

based Fisheries Management Applicable for Inland Fisheries in the Regionò to enable the 

country to share its experiences on inland fisheries management 

- IFRDMD to compile relevant information on inland capture fisheries in the region and to 

come up with a publication on inland fisheries profile of the Southeast Asian region 

- SEAFDEC to make reference to the ñ2015 Rome Declaration: 10 Steps to Responsible Inland 

Fisheriesò in formulating programs for the sustainable development of inland fisheries in the 

Southeast Asian region 

 

7. Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood and Coastal 

Resources Management 
- MFRDMD to coordinate with concerned participating countries in the capacity building 

activities for small-scale fishers to be carried out in Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia and 

Malaysia  

 

Program Thrust II: Enhancing Capacity and Competitiveness to Facilitate International and Intra-

regional Trade 

 

8. Chemical and Drug Residues in Fish and Fish Products in Southeast Asia - Biotoxins (ASP, 

AZA and BTX) and Harmful Algal Bloom (HABs) in the ASEAN region  

- MFRD to extend the conduct of biotoxins monitoring surveys in other areas of Myanmar, and 

to consider the participation of Myanmar in future relevant training courses 

- MFRD to include Malaysia during the training course on identification of common harmful 

algal bloom species (HABs) 

- MFRD to come up with a handbook on protocols for biotoxins monitoring surveys that could 

serve as reference for the Member Countries 

 

9. Cold Chain Management of Seafood  

- MFRD to share the results of the project among the Member Countries as well as finalize the 

Guidelines on Cold Chain Management for Seafood during the end-of-project seminar 

 

10. Reinforcement and Optimization of Fish Health Management and the Effective 

Dissemination in the Southeast Asian Region 

- AQD to include Malaysia in the activities related to the establishment of protective measures 

against persistent and emerging parasitic diseases of tropical fish, epidemiology of the 

EMS/APHND, technology extension and demonstration, sharing of information, and to 

consider the participation of Malaysian representatives in the training course in Lao PDR 

- AQD to continue conducting training courses on fish health management in Myanmar in 

2017 considering that the occurrence of aquatic animal diseases in the country could be 

escalated by climate change 

- AQD to involve Thailand in activities on epidemiology of the EMS/AHPND, and on 

technology extension and demonstration 

- AQD to exchange information on fish health management with the ASEAN Network on 

Aquatic Animal Health Centre (ANAAHC) to improve the implementation of this project  

 

Program Thrust III: Improving Management Concepts and Approaches for Sustainable Fisheries  

 

11. Strategies for Trawl Fisheries By-catch Management (REBYC-II CTI)  

- The progress and achievements in the implementation of this project were noted 

 

12. Promotion of Countermeasures to Reduce IUU Fishing Activities  

- TD to consult with the Member Countries prior to the inclusion of vessels less than 24 meters 

in length in the RFVR Database 

- Member Countries to maximize utilization of RFVR Database, and TD to monitor the 

frequency of usage of the RFVR Database by the AMSs, and to extend technical assistance to 

AMSs in conducting awareness campaign on the Database 
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- TD to develop a mechanism of sharing the information in the RFVR Database with relevant 

national agencies of the AMSs, e.g. coastguards in order to promote maximum utilization of 

the Database  

- SEAFDEC and Member Countries to address the recommendations and challenges identified 

during the Workshop on Regional Cooperation for Implementation of PSM to Improve 

Fisheries Management and Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia in November 2016 

- SEADEC to develop a work plan to support the Member Countries in the implementation of 

the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA), especially in terms of reflecting the 

requirements of PSMA in their respective national laws and legal frameworks 

- TD to explore the possibility of including IUU fishing countermeasures in inland capture 

fisheries under this project 

 

13. Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asian Region through Application of Catch 

Certification for Trading of Fish and Fishery Products 

- SEAFDEC to raise during the forthcoming Meeting of ASWGFi in 2017, the possibility of 

transforming the ñASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products 

from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chainò into a mandatory instrument to ensure its 

future implementation and eventual elimination of the entry of illegal fish and fishery 

products into the supply chain 

- SEAFDEC to seek directives from the forthcoming SEAFDEC Council Meeting on the 

proposed consultation between SEAFDEC and the ASEAN Secretariat and AMAF towards 

the effective implementation of the 11 key items stipulated in the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Joint 

Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the 

Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products 

 

14. Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China 

Sea and Gulf of Thailand 

- The progress of implementation of the project and the activities proposed for 2017 were 

noted 

 

Program Thrust IV: Providing Policy and Advisory Services for Planning and Executing Management 

of Fisheries 

 

15. Fisheries Resource Survey & Operational Plan for M.V. SEAFDEC 2  

- Viet Nam to collaborate and communicate with TD for the arrangements on the resources 

survey on stock assessment of small pelagic using the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 in May to June 

2017 

- SEAFDEC to consider equipping the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 with better scientific echo-sounder 

that is more appropriate for scientific surveys 

 

16. Offshore Fisheries Resources Exploration in Southeast Asia  
- TD to explore the possibility of conducting training on fish handling onboard the M.V. 

SEAFDEC 2 during the small pelagic survey in Viet Nam in May to June 2017 

- TD to consider conducting on-site training on post-harvest fish handling onboard fishing 

vessels in the AMSs 

 

17. Enhancing the Compilation and Utilization of Fishery Statistics and Information for 

Sustainable Development and Management of Fisheries in the Southeast Asian Region  

- TD to include Viet Nam in the activity on ñmonitoring and evaluation of appropriate 

activities to be sustainable for CBRM/Co-managementò considering that this is relevant to 

the countryôs efforts to modify relevant provisions of its Fishery Law 

- TD to facilitate coherent understanding of the AMSs on the various management concepts 

being promoted, e.g. community-based fisheries management, co-management, EAFM 

- MFRDMD to develop a work plan on how the regional database on sharks could be 

mobilized to support the AMSs in developing and/or implementing their respective NPOA-

Sharks 

- AMSs to report the necessary fishery statistics at species or species group levels to facilitate 

compilation of information for the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia 
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- AMSs to exert efforts in improving their respective systems of collecting inland capture 

fisheries statistical data  

- Thailand to submit to IFRDMD a proposal on the use of GIS and remote sensing 

technologies to facilitate monitoring of resources and supporting activities, for consideration 

and seeking support from appropriate donors  

 

18. Comparative Studies for Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in the Southeast Asian 

Region  

- MFRDMD to take into consideration the strategies for reducing bycatch of juveniles of 

commercial pelagic species in improving the implementation of the project activities 

- MFRDMD to include assessment of the impact of various management measures including closed 

season for small pelagic fisheries in the study, taking into consideration the results from studies in 

the Philippines on establishment of reference points for management of small pelagic fisheries 

 

19. Research and Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region 
- AMSs to improve their capacity in species identification of sharks and rays to be able to provide 

better data and information on landings and utilization of sharks and rays 

- MFRDMD to continue collaborating with Myanmar on the implementation of the project 

especially in collecting scientific information on species of sharks and rays 

 

Program Thrust V: Addressing International Fisheries-related Issues from a Regional Perspective  

 

20. Assistance for Capacity Building in the Region to Address International Trade-related 

Issues  

- SEAFDEC to conduct annual regional consultation to review and discuss the identified important 

international fisheries-related issues to be reflected by the Member Countries at relevant 

regional/international fora such as COFi, in order to safeguard the priorities and interests of the 

countries in the region, and to incorporate the results of such consultation into the project activity 

for 2017 

- SEAFDEC to consider incorporating during the regional consultations issues on abandoned, lost 

or discarded fishing gears (ALDFG) and on marking of fishing gears  

- SEAFDEC to strengthen cooperation with other organizations and frameworks such as FAO, 

USAID, and SEAFDEC-Sweden Project as required, for the implementation of activities that 

address emerging issues in the AMSs including the need to comply with the Rules of Fish and 

Fishery Products Import Provisions under the US Marine Mammal Protection Act 

 

21. Strengthening SEAFDEC Network for Sustainable Fisheries  

- The progress of implementation of the project and the activities proposed for 2017 were noted 

 

Special Project (1): Fisheries and Habitat Management, Climate Change and Social Well-being in 

Southeast Asia 
- SEAFDEC to develop SOP for inspectors to support the implementation of PSMA in Southeast 

Asia taking into consideration the SOP developed by other more advanced countries, e.g. US, 

Australia  

- SEAFDEC to strengthen linkages and cooperation among sub-regions in fisheries management 

- SEAFDEC to set its priority and come up with a joint management plan in 2017 for specific sub-

region focusing on tonggol tuna and kawakawa 

- Viet Nam to share with SEAFDEC and other AMSs scientific information on the management of 

blue swimming crab resources 

- SEAFDEC to support Myanmar in strengthening bilateral cooperation with Thailand on 

management of transboudary fishery resources 

 

Special Project (2): USAID-SEAFDEC Oceans and Fisheries Partnership 
- USAID Oceans to provide technical support to Viet Nam for the improvement of its online 

database systems  

- USAID Oceans to work closely with other relevant projects including the SEAFDEC-Sweden 

Project on gender, labor rights, and EAFM among others, to enhance the impact and achieve the 

desired results 
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- SEAFDEC and USAID Oceans to assure that integration of the e-ACDS and USAID CDT is in 

place 

 

Departmental Programs 
The Program Committee also endorsed Departmental Programs proposed for 2017 which comprise eight 

continuing programs from 2016, five of which would be implemented by AQD, namely: 1) Quality Seed 

for Sustainable Aquaculture; 2) Healthy and Wholesome Aquaculture; 3) Maintaining Environmental 

Integrity through Responsible Aquaculture; 4) Adapting to Climate Change; and 5) Meeting Socio 

Economic Challenges in Aquaculture, and three by TD, namely: 1) Promotion on Strengthening 

SEAFDEC Visibility and Image; 2) Tailor-made Training Program; and 3) Improvement of Fisheries 

Technology and Reduction of Impacts from Fishing. The Program Committee provided recommendations 

on these programs summarized as follows: 

 

1. Aquaculture Department 

- AQD to have clear outputs and outcomes of its Departmental program activities and to report the 

progress of the activities corresponding to each year to enable the audience to follow the 

implementation of the activities  

- Malaysia to collaborate with AQD on the conduct of R&D on quality seeds for sustainable 

aquaculture through the countryôs national research institutes and relevant national agencies 

- AQD to support Myanmar in the promotion of marine aquaculture technology in potential areas 

of Myanmar 

2. Training Department 
- TD to send notification to Member Countries through respective National Coordinators when new 

information of interest to the Member Countries are available to facilitate access to such 

information 

- TD to collaborate with the Philippine Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) on the 

countryôs effort to develop technical guidelines on criteria for set net site survey protocol and 

selection criteria which would be shared with the other AMSs 

- TD to share with Indonesia the results of the activity on ñEnergy Audit for Trawlers in the Gulf of 

Thailandò  

- TD to consider conducting activity on energy audit in the AMSs and develop a proposal for 

seeking funding support from various sources for the activities on energy optimization 

 

Other Programs 

The Program Committee also considered and endorsed the two (2) Other Programs, namely: 1) Coastal 

Area Capability Enhancements in Southeast Asia; and 2) Application of Fish Passage Design 

Principles to Enhance Sustainability of Inland Fishery Resources in the Southeast Asian Region, and 

provided the following recommendations: 

- MFRDMD to be involved in the implementation of some activities of the project of Coastal 

Capability Enhancements in Southeast Asia, particularly on research and development on acoustic 

survey 

- SEAFDEC to continue the activities under the project on Application of Fish Passage Design 

Principles until March 2017 

 

Pipeline Project 

The Program Committee took note of the status of the Pipeline Project on ñEnhancing Sustainable 

Utilization and Management Scheme of Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources in Southeast Asiaò, and 

agreed that: 

- SEAFDEC to serve as the proponent of this proposed project, to implement the project soonest 

once funding is secured, and to share the results of the project with the AMSs 

- Project to be placed under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership mechanism 

- AMSs to consider conducting activities related to the conservation and management of eel species 

to address the concern on the EU proposal to implement eel resources management 

- Myanmar to be involved in the project activities in order that the country could come up with 

better scientific data on its eel resources 

 

The Program Committee took note of the strengthened cooperation between SEAFDEC and non-member 

governments and international/regional organizations, particularly the FAO Regional Office for Asia and 



The Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, 3 -7 April 2017 

51 

Pacific (FAO/RAP), the Prefectural Inland Fisheries Training Center of Gifu in Japan, the Embassy of 

Sweden, and the United States Agency for International Development/Regional Development Mission for 

Asia (USAID/RDMA). 

 

The Program Committee noted the improvement of the ñMonitoring and Evaluation of SEAFDEC 

Program for 2016 and Onwardò, including the matrix showing the summary of achievements that provide 

better picture on the implementation of the projects and the corresponding achievements. Furthermore, the 

Program Committee also took note of the progress made by countries in the implementation of the 2011 

ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action. 

 

On the ñHigh-Level Consultation on Regional Cooperation in Sustainable Fisheries Development 

Towards the ASEAN Economic Community: Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the 
Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Productsò, the Program Committee recommended that 

since the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Joint Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and 

Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products has already been adopted: 

- SEAFDEC should promote the implementation of provisions in the Joint Declaration 

- SEAFDEC to develop regional work plan reflecting the issue under the 11 key actions in the Joint 

Declaration 

 

After taking note of the progress on the preparation of the Southeast Asian State of Fisheries and 

Aquaculture (SEASOFIA) 2017, the Program Committee recommended that: 

- Member Countriesô contributors to submit the needed inputs for the publication of SEASOFIA 

2017 as soon as possible 

 

On the ñSEAFDEC 50
th

 Year Anniversaryò, the Program Committee suggested that: 

- Anniversary event should be a 1-day event, starting with Special SEAFDEC Council Meeting 

with the aim of adopting the future direction of SEAFDEC beyond its 50
th
 year 

- SEAFDEC to give Awards to external personalities and organizations that have provided 

significant support to SEAFDEC, as well as to outstanding staff including former staff of 

SEAFDEC 

- SEASOFIA 2017 to be launched during the anniversary event 
 

On the ñConcept Proposal Toward the Development of ASEAN Common Fisheries Policyò the 

Program Committee commented that: 

- Development of the Common Fisheries Policy is not urgent for the region 

- Existing Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the 

ASEAN Region Towards 2020 to be used as a basis for the development of such ASEAN 

Common Fisheries Policy 

- Proposal to be discussed more thoroughly during the forthcoming SEAFDEC meetings as 

appropriate 
 

On Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at the 48
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, the Program 

Committee agreed that: 

- Short summary should be included in the agenda of the SEAFDEC Council Meeting to update the 

Council on how their recommendations had been addressed by SEAFDEC and Member Countries 
 

The Program Committee adopted the Report of the 39
th

 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Program 

Committee for submission to the 49
th
 Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, and to the ASEAN through the 19

th
 

Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership 

(FCG/ASSP).  
 

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL  

 

The Council Members are kindly requested to: 

- Consider and approve the progress of programs implemented in 2016; and 

- Endorse the programs proposed to be implemented in 2017 as recommendations made by the 
SEAFDEC Program Committee. 
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Appendix 1 of Annex 6 

 

PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES UNDER FCG/ASSP MECHANISM  

FOR THE YEAR 2016-217 

 

I . Program of Activities under FCG/ASSP Mechanism 

 

Existing Programs 

 

Program Thrust/Project Title  
Lead 

Department 
2016 2017 

Thrust I: Developing and Promoting Responsible Fisheries for Poverty Alleviation & Food Security 

1. Human Resource Development for Sustainable Fisheries TD Y Y 

2. Optimizing Energy Use/Improving Safety Onboard in Fishing 

Activities 
TD Y Y 

3. Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources Enhancement 

Measures in Critical Habitats/Fishing Grounds in Southeast Asia 
TD Y Y 

4. Environment-friendly, Sustainable Utilization and Management of 

Fisheries and Aquaculture Resources 
AQD Y Y 

5. Enhancement of Sustainability of Catadromous Eel Resources in 

Southeast Asia 
IFRDMD Y Y 

6. Promotion of Responsible Utilization of Inland Fisheries in 

Southeast Asia 
IFRDMD Y Y 

7. Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable 

Livelihood and Coastal Resources Management 
MFRDMD Y Y 

Thrust II: Enhancing Capacity & Competitiveness to Facilitate International and Intra-regional Trade 

8. Chemicals and Drug Residues in Fish and Fish Products in 

Southeast Asia ï Biotoxins (ASP, AZA, and BTX) and Harmful 

Algal Blooms (HABs) in the ASEAN Region 

MFRD Y Y 

9. Cold Chain Management for Seafood MFRD Y Y 

10. Reinforcement and Optimization of Fish Health Management and 

the Effective Dissemination in the Southeast Asian Region 
AQD Y Y 

Thrust III: Improving Management Concepts and Approaches for Sustainable Fisheries 

11. Strategies for Trawl Fisheries By-catch Management TD Y N 

12. Promotion of Counter Measures to Reduce IUU fishing activities TD Y Y 

13. Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asian Region through 

Application of Catch Certification for Trading of Fish and Fishery 

Products 

MFRDMD Y Y 

14. Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries 

Refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand 
TD Y Y 

Thru st IV: Providing Policy & Advisory Services for Planning & Executing Management of Fisheries 

15. Fisheries Resource Survey and Operational Plan for M.V. 

SEAFDEC 2 
TD  Y Y 

16. Offshore Fisheries Resources Exploration in Southeast Asia TD  Y Y 

17. Enhancing the compilation and Utilization of Fishery Statistics and 

Information for Sustainable Development and Management of 

Fisheries in Southeast Asian Region 
TD/SEC Y Y 

18. Comparative Studies for Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in 

the Southeast Asian Region MFRDMD Y Y 

19. Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and 

Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region 
MFRDMD Y Y 

Thrust V: Addressing International Fisheries Related Issues from a Regional Perspective 

20. Assistance of Capacity Building in the Region to Address 

International Trade Related Issues 
SEC Y Y 

21. Strengthening SEAFDEC Network for Sustainable Fisheries SEC Y Y 
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Special Project 

 

Project Title 
Lead 

Department 
Period 

1. Fisheries and Habitat Management, Climate Change and Social Well-

being in Southeast Asia 
SEC 2013-2017 

2. USAID-SEAFDEC ñOceans and Fisheries Partnershipò SEC 2015-2019 

 

II . Departmental Programs 

 

Project Title Department 2016 2017 

1. Quality seed for sustainable aquaculture AQD Y Y 

2. Healthy and wholesome aquaculture AQD Y Y 

3. Maintaining environmental integrity through responsible aquaculture AQD Y Y 

4. Adapting to climate change impacts AQD Y Y 

5. Meeting social and economic challenges in aquaculture AQD Y Y 

6. Promotion on Strengthening of SEAFDEC Visibility and Image TD Y Y 

7. Tailor-made Training Programs TD Y Y 

8. Improvement of Fisheries Technology and Reduction of the Impact 

from Fishing 

TD Y Y 

 

III . Other Programs 

 

Project Title Department 2016 2017 

1. Coastal Area Capability Enhancements in Southeast Asia 

(SEAFDEC/RIHN Collaborative Project) 

TD Y Y*  

2. Application of Fish Passage Design Principles to Enhance 

Sustainability of Inland Fishery Resources in the Southeast Asian 

Region (ACIAR supported Project) 

TD Y Y*  

 

IV . Pipeline Projects and Emerging Needs for Preparation of Future Project Proposals 

 

Project Title 
Lead 

Department 
Period 

Enhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of Tropical 

Angullid Eel Resources in Southeast Asia 
TD 2017-2018 

 

Y = Program/project implemented during the year 

N = Program/project not implemented during the year 

*  = Project completed in March 2017 
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Annex 7 

 

EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY OF THE NINETEENTH MEETING OF FISHERIES 

CONSULTATIVE GROUP OF THE ASEAN -SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 

(FCG/ASSP) 

 

The Nineteenth Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic 

Partnership (19 FCG/ASSP) was convened in Yokyakarta, Indonesia from 1 to 2 December 2016, and was 

co-chaired by the representative from the Philippines as the Chairperson of the ASEAN Sectoral 

Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) and the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC. The 19 FCG/ASSP 

was attended by representatives from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries, namely: Brunei 

Darussalam, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Viet Nam, and SEAFDEC officials led by the Secretary-General. The 19 FCG/ASSP reviewed the 

progress and developments of the programs, projects and activities under the FCG/ASSP Mechanism, 

and provided views and recommendations for their improvement and effective implementation. 

 

1. On the ñFollow-up Actions to the Directives Given at SEAFDEC Meetings and ASAEN 

Bodies Related to Fisheries,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP was informed on the follow-up actions undertaken by 

SEAFDEC in response to the directives of the SEAFDEC Council during its 48
th
 Meeting and the 

Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP) during its 18
th
 

Meeting. The 19 FCG/ASSP was also informed on the adoption of the Strategic Plan of Action on ASEAN 

Cooperation in Fisheries (2016-2020), as well as on the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the 

Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity), and the Regional Guidelines on Traceability System 

for Aquaculture Products in the ASEAN Region by the 38
th
 Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on 

Agriculture and Forestry (38AMAF), and that the 38AMAF also took note of the Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC 

Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of 

ASEAN Fish and Fishery Products where the ASEAN Member States (AMSs) were encouraged to 

support the implementation of the 11 Key Actions stipulated in the Joint Declaration. The 19 FCG/ASSP 

also noted the proposed development of the ñCommon ASEAN Fisheries Policyò in order to strengthen 

collective efforts for sustainable and responsible fisheries and food security towards the unification of the 

ASEAN Community. 

 

2. For the ñFCG/ASSP Programs for  the Year 2016-2017,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP endorsed the 

progress and achievements of twenty-three (23) projects implemented under the FCG/ASSP in 2016 and 

the programs of activity for 2017, of which twenty-one (21) have been categorized under five Program 

Thrusts, and two (2) under the Special Projects. The 19 FCG/ASSP also noted the pipeline project on 

ñEnhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources in 

Southeast Asia,ò which would be placed under the FCG/ASSP mechanism once its funding is secured. 

 

3. The 19 FCG/ASSP noted the ñProgress of the Proposals Implemented under the ASSPò and 

provided recommendations to improve their implementation: 

 

- Progress on the ñASEAN-SEAFDEC Cooperation in the Implementation of the ASEAN 
Integrated Food Security (AIFS) Frameworkò was not discussed since the ASEAN Secretariat 

was not represented during the 19 FCG/ASSP. 

 

- Progress on the ñASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF)ò was not discussed in view 

of the absence of the representative from the ASEAN Secretariat during the 19 FCG/ASSP. 

 

- On the ñASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA),ò the 19 FCG/ASSP noted the postponement of 

the 7
th
 Meeting of the ASA from August 2016 to January 2017.  

 

- As for the ñASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture Conference and Exposition 2016: ASEAN 

Seafood for the World and the 11
th
 Asian Fisheries and Aquaculture Forum and Exhibition: 

Asian Food Security for the Worldò organized on 4-6 August 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand, the 19 

FCG/ASSP took note of the attendance of over 500 participants from all over the world, including 

delegates from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries. With regards to the hosting of the 2
nd

 

ASEAN Fisheries and Aquaculture and Exposition in 2018 which was initially offered by 
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Vietnam, the 19 FCG/ASSP was informed that this matter would be internally discussed with the 

new Minister for Agriculture and Rural Development of Viet Nam for confirmation and that the 

final decision would be relayed to the AMSs. 

 

- With regards to the ñResults of the High-Level Consultation on Regional Cooperation in 

Sustainable Fisheries Development Towards the ASEAN Economic Community: Combating IUU 

Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Productsò organized on 3 

August 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand and the adoption of the ñJoint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration 

on Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery 

Products,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP was informed that Joint ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration was 

subsequently noted by the 38AMAF. 

 

- For the development of the ñConcept Proposal Towards the Development of ASEAN 

Common Fisheries Policy,ò of which SEAFDEC was requested during the High-level Consultation 

to provide the appropriate platform to facilitate the discussion, the 19 FCG/ASSP was informed 

that 38AMAF subsequently encouraged the AMSs to develop the ñASEAN Common Fisheries 

Policyò and tasked the ASEAN Secretariat to seek support from regional and international 

organizations in the development of such ASEAN Common Fisheries Policy. After discussion and 

deliberation, the 19 FCG/ASSP supported the proposal of the representative from Thailand to host 

a kick-off discussion among the AMSs on this matter in order to come up with concrete ideas and 

prioritized issues for deliberation during the next Meeting of the ASWGFi.  

 

4. On the ñPolicy Consideration on International  Fisheries-related Issues,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP 

took note of the progress and provided the following recommendations: 

 

¶ CITES issues: Regional Implementation Support (CoP17) 

For the development of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Common Positions on the Inclusion of the 

Commercially-exploited Aquatic Species in the Appendices of the Convention on the International 

Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES), and on the results of the 

discussions during the 17
th
 Conference of the Parties (CITES CoP17), the 19 FCG/ASSP agreed 

that the AMSs should exert more efforts in making a unified voice during the voting process at 

future CITES CoP in order to make the voice of fisheries strong enough to counter certain 

proposals. 

  

¶ Combating IUU Fishing 

 

- On the ñRegional Fishing Vessel Records for Vessels 24m in Length and Over,ò the 19 

FCG/ASSP noted the way forward for the implementation of the RFVR, particularly in updating 

the data in the RFVR Database, as well as the proposed organization of a workshop in 2017 to 

evaluate the implementation of the RFVR 24 meters in length and over, and to discuss the 

possibility of developing RFVR for vessels below 24 meters in length. The 19 FCG/ASSP also 

took note of the recommendations made by the 39PCM on the RFVR Database, particularly on the 

possibility of sharing the information in the Database with relevant national agencies of the AMSs, 

in order to promote the maximum utilization of the Database by the AMSs, as well as the ways and 

means of enhancing the utilization of the RFVR Database by the AMSs. 

 

- In connection with the progress in the development of the ñASEAN Catch 

Documentation Scheme (ACDS),ò the 19 FCG/ASSP was informed that in addition to the pilot 

testing of the ACDS initially planned to be undertaken in Brunei Darussalam, pilot-testing activities 

on the application of the ACDS would also be carried out in Thailand and Malaysia under the 

USAID Oceans and Fisheries Partnership Project (USAID Oceans).  

 

- On the ñASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from 

IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP noted the progress made by 

MFRDMD in supporting the AMSs in the implementation of the Guidelines which was 

endorsed by the 37AMAF in 2015, as well as on the proposal raised during the 39 PCM for 

SEAFDEC to explore the possibility of transforming the ñASEAN Guidelines for 

Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the 
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Supply Chainò into a mandatory instrument to ensure its future implementation and 

eventual elimination of the entry of illegal fish and fishery products into the supply chain. 

 

- With regards to the ñRegional Cooperation for Implementation of the Port State 
Measures,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP took note of the key recommendations on the actions needed for 

the implementation of the PSM in the region as a result of the Workshop organized in November 

2016. In this regard, SEAFDEC was asked to consider conducting a regional review of the national 

laws and regulations of the AMSs taking into consideration the non-equivalence of the capacity of 

the respective countries in order that the countries could enhance their capacity to fully support the 

implementation of PSM Agreement. The AMSs were also requested to include in the 

implementation of PSM the landing of catch from neighboring countriesô fishing vessels, taking 

into consideration the difficulties expressed by Thailand in accommodating large number of 

small-scale carrier vessels from neighboring countries that land their catches in Thailand. 

SEAFDEC was therefore requested to assist the AMSs in this aspect by developing risk-based 

inspection protocols to determine the level of inspections required. 

 

- The 19 FCG/ASSP noted the progress on the development of the ñRegional Plan of Action 

for Managing Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity)ò which was endorsed by the 38AMAF in 2016, 

and encouraged the AMSs to implement the RPOA-Capacity accordingly. 

 

- On the ñDevelopment of the ASEAN Guidelines on Implementation of Labor Standards for 

the Fisheries Sector,ò the plan to organize an experts meeting for drafting of the Guidelines and 
RTC to finalize the guidelines in 2017 was noted by the 19 FCG/ASSP. In this connection, 

invitation letters to such events should be issued not only to fisheries officials of the AMSs but 

also to other relevant agencies to ensure the practicality and effective implementation of the 

Guidelines by concerned agencies. In addition, for the development of such Guidelines, there 

should be clear scope and purpose that suit the regional specificity and requirements. While 

recalling the recommendations of the 48
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council that SEAFDEC 

Secretariat should consult with the ASEAN Secretariat on the appropriate platform where issues 

on labor could be raised and also to involve the appropriate labor agencies in the development of 

the said Guidelines, the 19 FCG/ASSP also agreed that technical advice from consultative team or 

academes capable of handling social issues should be sought before SEAFDEC embarks on any 

activity to develop the Guidelines. 

 

¶ Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries in the ASEAN Region 

 

- The 19 FCG/ASSP took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC in the implementation of 

the ñRegional Plan of Action for Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN Region: 
Results on the Stock Assessment of Longtail Tuna and Kawakawa,ò as well as the results of the 

Scientific Working Group (SWG) on Stock Assessment of the longtail tuna and kawakawa, as 

well as the future plan of activities to be implemented in 2017-2018. 

 

- While noting the progress of the implementation of the ñManagement Strategies and 

Measures for Purse Seine Fishery in the South China Sea,ò t h e  19 FCG/ASSP requested the 

participating Member Countries to submit their respective updated purse seine catch and effort 

data to MFRDMD as soon as possible. 

 

- On the ñManagement Strategies and Measures for Purse Seine Fishery in the South China 

Sea Progress on Conservation and Management of Catadromous Eel Resources and Promotion of 

Sustainable Aquaculture in the Southeast Asia,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP noted the case study and series 

of technical consultations since 2013 that were conducted by SEAFDEC based on the Regional 

Policy Recommendations on Conservation and Management of Eel Resources and Promotion of 

Sustainable Aquaculture endorsed by ASWGFi in 2015. In this connection, SEAFDEC was 

requested to provide technical support to the Member Countries on the establishment of joint 

conservation and management of catadromous eels, of which funding should be sourced, e.g. from 

the ASEAN Secretariat, while resource persons could also be sought from outside Southeast Asia 

and in other regions such as from the EU. 
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- The 19 FCG/ASSP noted the ñProgress on the Strategic Plans of Action for Fishery 

Resources Enhancement in the Southeast Asian Countries,ò especially those related to the Policy 

Recommendations and Strategic Plans of Action for the Implementation of Fisheries Resources 

Enhancement Activities in the Southeast Asian Region. 

 

- On the ñPolicy Recommendations on ñEarly Mortality Syndromeò (EMS) or ñAcute 

Hepatopancreatic Necrosis Diseaseò (AHPND) and Other Transboundary Aquatic Animal Health 
Diseases,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP noted the progress made in aquatic animal health management and 

endorsed the recommendations on addressing the issues on EMS and other transboundary diseases. 

Considering that of the six new EMS found on shrimps in the region only one disease could be 

monitored and diagnosed, AQD was requested to expand its surveillance network to cover all 

diseases and that AQD should seek funding to support such expansion.   

 

- With regards to the ñRegional Approaches for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries 

and Way Forward for the Southeast Asian Region,ò the 19 FCG/ASSP took note of the results of 

the Regional Technical Consultation on Development of Regional Guidelines for Small-Scale 

Fisheries (SSF) in the Southeast Asian Region organized in June 2016, as well as the results of 

subsequent participation of SEAFDEC in relevant events, which would pave the way towards the 

development of regional approach to support the implementation of the SSF Guidelines in the 

region. 

 

¶ Food Safety Issues 

 

- While noting that the ñRegional Guidelines on Traceability System for Aquaculture 

Products in the ASEAN Regionò was adopted by the 38AMAF, the 19 FCG/ASSP requested the 

relevant national agencies in the AMSs to support and promote the implementation of the 

Guidelines. 

 

¶ Other Emerging Issues 

 

- The 19 FCG/ASSP expressed concerns on the conduct of the FCG/ASSP meetings, 

considering that: participants of the FCG/ASSP meetings also participate in the PCM while 

discussions on the issues seem to be repeating; the ASEAN Secretariat is usually not represented 

during the several meetings of FCG/ASSP; and the progress reported at FCG/ASSP meetings 

focused only on the submission of documents through relevant mechanisms of the ASEAN and 

SEAFDEC during the year. In order to improve future FCG/ASSP meetings, policy documents 

already endorsed under the ASEAN mechanism should be dropped from the agenda of succeeding 

FCG/ASSP meetings; and the Member Countries should send officers from appropriate levels to 

attend these two meetings, e.g. National Coordinators for PCM, and policy-maker level for 

FCG/ASSP meetings. 

 

- While asking the SEAFDEC Secretariat to check the availability of the ASEAN Secretariat 

before fixing the dates of the FCG/ASSP meetings to ensure their participation in the discussions 

on the ASEAN-SEAFDEC collaborative activities, the 19 FCG/ASSP also agreed to recommend 

to ASWGFi for its Chair to send a letter requesting the ASEAN Secretariat to reaffirm its 

commitment to support the FCG/ASSP mechanism. 

 

- The 19 FCG/ASSP also noted that the limited participation of SEAFDEC representatives in 

meetings to discuss the activities under the ASEAN mechanism, e.g. ASWGFi, tends to impair 

the appropriate coordination of works between SEAFDEC and the relevant sectors.  

 

5. The Report of the 19 FCG/ASSP was adopted on 2 December 2016. 

 

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL  
 

The Council Members are kindly requested to consider and endorse the results of the deliberations and 

recommendations made at the Nineteenth Meeting of the FCG/ASSP. 
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Annex 8 

 

ASEAN GUIDELINES TO PREVENT THE ENTRY OF FISH AND FISHERY PRODUCTS 

FROM IUU FISHING ACTIVITIES INTO THE SUPPLY CHAIN  
 

I . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

Illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing was identified as one of the biggest threat to the 

sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia-Pacific region. To combat IUU fishing, 

countries are asked to take actions among others to adopt on sub-regional cooperation in preventing, 

deterring, and eliminating IUU fishing in the region. There have been emerging trade-related measures 

and requirements aiming to combat IUU fishing and enhance responsible fishing practices, among which 

is EC No. 1005/2008.  It is urgently needed for Southeast Asian Countries to strengthen measures to 

exclude IUU fish and fishery products from the supply chain. In this regard, SEAFDEC/MFRDMD in 

collaboration with SEAFDEC/Secretariat started the program in 2013 with funding support from JTF VI 

to formulate and to disseminate the ñASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery 

Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chainò.  The Guidelines will serve as tools for 

Southeast Asian countries to combat IUU fisheries through controlling and monitoring trade of fish and 

fisheries products and help Southeast Asian countries to comply with IUU related trade measures.   

 

The Guidelines take into consideration the relevant international and regional trade-related measures that 

prevent the marketing of fish and fish products derived through unsustainable means and from 

unsustainable sources.  Throughout several meetings involving all SEAFDEC Member Countries, experts 

from national and regional organizations, the Guidelines has been developed for endorsement through 

ASEAN protocol.  With incorporation of suggestions from Member Countries during 17
th
 Meeting of 

FCG/ASSP (4 to 5 December 2014, Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand) and 47
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC 

Council (31 March to 3 April 2015, Chiang Rai, Thailand), the final draft of the Guidelines was endorsed 

by 23
rd
 Meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) (10 to 12 June 2015, 

Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar) for consideration of higher level meetings of the ASEAN. Consequently, ñJoint 

ASEAN-SEAFDEC Declaration on Regional Cooperation for Combating IUU Fishing and Enhancing the 

Competitiveness of ASEAN Fish and Fishery Productsò was adopted by the high-level officials of the 

ASEAN-SEAFDEC MCs on 3 August 2016, Bangkok, Thailand. 

 

Following the establishment of the Guidelines, SEAFDEC/MFRDMD has started its dissemination in 

collaboration with SEAFDEC/Secretariat, as Member Countries still require assistance to implement the 

Guidelines at their national levels. SEAFDEC/MFRDMD convened the Regional Technical Consultation 

Meeting (7 to 9 March 2016, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia) to clarify current status and issues in preventing 

trade of IUU fishing related products in each Member Country. Through sharing information among 

Member Countries based on the questionnaires, the meeting discussed on effective, practical, appropriate 

actions/protocols for implementation of the Guidelines at national level. Also, SEAFDEC/MRDMD has 

conducted country visit for information gathering in Malaysia, Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Thailand 

in 2015 and Lao PDR in 2016. 

 

II . REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL   

 
- To take note of the progress of the implementation of the Guidelines; and 

- To provide comments and advice to the activities and the way forward. 
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Annex 9 

 

REGIONAL FISHING VESSELS RECOR D (RFVR):  

A TOOL TO COMBAT THE IUU FISHING IN SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION  
 

I . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

At the onset, SEAFDEC/TD organized a series of experts meeting as follows: 1) the 1
st
 Meeting of 

Regional Core Experts in October 2011, where the procedures for fishing licensing and boats registration 

in Southeast Asian countries as well as the corresponding minimum requirements for obtaining fishing 

license and boats registration certificates were discussed as well as ways and means of preventing the fish 

and fishery products from IUU fishing; 2) the 2
nd

 Meeting of Regional Core Experts in June 2012, where 

an principal agreement on the list of required data and information was reached by the SEAFDEC 

Member Countries on sharing of fishing vessels data/information for 24 meters in length and over. The 

results and agreed basic information requirements/list from such meetings, and the concept proposal on 

establishment of the RFVR were presented to and approved by the SEAFDEC Council during its 45
th
 

Meeting in April 2013 in the Philippines. Later, the concept proposal was supported by the Special Senior 

Officials Meeting of the Thirty-Fourth Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry 

(Special SOM-34
th
 AMAF) to establish a Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for 24 meters in 

length and over as a tool to combat IUU fishing in the Southeast Asian Region. 

 

Various activities have been continually implemented including expert and consultation meetings since 

2014. Subsequently, the database and system of RFVR for 24 m in length and over was developed and 

lunched at the 47
th
 Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in April 2015 in Chiang Rai, Thailand. Follow-up the 

recommendations made by Member Countries, SEAFDEC continued to update and improve the RFVR-

24m Database as well as reviewing the vessels for less than 24m in length that are concerned in the IUU 

fishing activities. In this connection, the Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels 

Record: Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database was held on 2-4 June 2015, in Pattaya, Thailand. The 

results came out with ñPolicy Recommendation, Strategies and Way Forward for AMSs and SEAFDEC to 

Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing through Utilization of RFVR Database for 24 Meters in Length 

and Overò for consideration by the 18
th
 FCG/ASSP. In 2016, updated information on the RFVR Database 

has been continued in collaboration with relevant Member Countries.  

 

II . INTRODUCTION  

 
Refer to approval made by the SEAFDEC Council during its 45

th
 Meeting in April 2013 in the Philippines 

for establishment of the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for 24 meters in length and over as a 

tool to combat IUU fishing in the Southeast Asian Region which implement by the SEAFDEC Training 

Department (TD) under the project of promotion of countermeasure to reduce IUU fishing. Later, the 

concept proposal was supported by the Special Senior Officials Meeting of the Thirty-Fourth Meeting of 

the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (Special SOM-34
th
 AMAF). Moreover, the 46

th
 

Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in April 2014 in Singapore also endorsed the proposed RFVR activity 

plan. The series of activity has been implemented since then. In 2015, the Regional Technical 

Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record: Use and Way Forward of RFVR Database as a 

Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region was organized from 2-4 June 2015 

with came out of ñthe Policy Recommendation, Strategies and Way Forward for AMSs and SEAFDEC to 

Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing through Utilization of RFVR Database for 24 Meters in Length 

and Overò  

 

III . STRATEGY OF RFVR DATABASE IMPLEMENTATION  

 

Following the strategies of RFVR Database implementation to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing 

through Utilization of RFVR Database for 24 Meters in Length and Over with agreed by AMS in the 

Regional Technical Consultation on the Regional Fishing Vessels Record: Use and Way Forward of 

RFVR Database as a Management Tool to Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asian Region was organized 
from 2-4 June 2015. The updated of basic information requirement is 28 items as shown in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Updated basic information requirements for RFVR database for 24 meters in length and over 

 
Information on fishing vessels Information on fishing vessels 

1. Name of vessel 15. International Radio Call sign 

2. Vessel Registration Number 16. Engine Brand 

3. Owner Name 17. Serial number of engine 

4. Type of fishing method/gear 18. Hull material 

5. Fishing License number 19. Date of registration 

6. Expiration date of fishing licenses 20. Area (country) of fishing operation 

7. Port of registry 21. Nationality of vessel (flag) 

8. Gross tonnage (GRT/GT) 22. Previous name (if any) 

9. Length (L) 23. Previous flag (if any) 

10. Breadth (B) 24. Name of captain/master 

11. Depth (D) 25. Nationality of captain/master 

12. Engine Power 26. Number of crew (maximum/minimum) 

13. Shipyard/Ship Builder 27. Nationality of crew 

14. Date of launching/Year of built 28. IMO Number (If available) 

 

Regarding to time lag which might be a problem in compilation of fishing vessel information, AMS 

agreed to update information in the RFVR Database one time for the year by submit updating information 

to SEAFDEC. The time for annual renewing/ updating of information on RFVR Database was identified 

by AMS as shown in Table 2. 

 
Table 2: Time of annual renewing/ update for information on RFVR Database 

 
Period of updating information Country  Sending reminder e-mail to NFP for 

RFVR to submit updating 

information  

1
st
 Quarter of year (January ïMarch) Å Brunei Darussalam 

Å Malaysia 

Å Philippines 

Å Singapore 

February 

2
nd

 Quarter of year (April -June) Å Thailand May 

3
rd
 Quarter of year (July-September) Å Myanmar August 

4
th
 Quarter of year (October-December) Å Indonesia 

Å Viet Nam 

November 

 

IV . UPDATING OF INFORAMTION ON RFVR DATABASE FOR 2015 -2016 

 

Period of updating 

information  

Country  2015 2016 Remark 

Updated Not 

Update 

Updated Not 

Update 

1
st
 Quarter of year 

(January ïMarch) 

Å Brunei 

Darussalam 

V   V The reminder for 

update of information 

on RFVR for 2016 

was sent to NPF for 

Brunei Darussalam on 

12 Feb 17.  We are 

still waiting for 

updating information    

Å Malaysia V   V The reminder for 

update of information 

on RFVR for 2016 

was sent to NPF for 

Malaysia on 12 Feb 

17.  We are still 

waiting for updating 

information    
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Period of updating 

information  

Country  2015 2016 Remark 

Updated Not 

Update 

Updated Not 

Update 

Å Philippines  V  V The reminder official 

letter for update of 

information on RFVR 

for 2015-2016 was 

sent to Philippines on 

19 Jan 17.  Until now, 

we are still waiting 

for updating 

information     

Å Singapore V   V The reminder for 

update of information 

on RFVR for 2016 

was sent to NPF for 

Singapore on 12 Feb 

17.  We are still 

waiting for updating 

information    

2
nd

 Quarter of year 

(April -June) 

Å Thailand V  , V  

3
rd
 Quarter of year 

(July-September) 

Å Myanmar        V  V The reminder official 

letter for update of 

information on RFVR 

for 2015 was sent to 

Myanmar on 19 Jan 

17.  Until now, we are 

still waiting for 

updating information     

4
th
 Quarter of year 

(October-

December) 

Å Indonesia  V  V The reminder official 

letter for update of 

information on RFVR 

for 2015 was sent to 

Indonesia on 19 Jan 

17.  Until now, we are 

still waiting for 

updating information     

Å Viet Nam  V  V The reminder official 

letter for update of 

information on RFVR 

for 2015 was sent to 

Viet Nam on 19 Jan 

17.  Until now, we are 

still waiting for 

updating information     

 

 

V. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL   

 

The Council Members are requested to consider and provide: 

1) Support the procedures for updating information for RFVR Database; and 

2) Advice appropriate strategy (s) for updating information for RFVR Database. 
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Annex 10 

 

ASEAN CATCH DOCUMENTATION SCHEME  

 

I . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

In accordance with the requirement of SEAFDEC Member Countries in complying with the requirements 

of the EC Regulation 1005/2008 since January 2010, the 13
th
 Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group 

of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP) in December 2010 in Thailand suggested 

SEAFDEC/Secretariat to take a proactive role in facilitating the sharing of experiences and information 

among the Member Countries in order to enhance the countryôs capacity and efforts to deal with all future 

market driven measures that would impact to the fisheries sectors particularly economic and social aspects 

in the Southeast Asian region. To ensure that the traceability of capture fisheries is improved to meet the 

requirements and to reduce such impacts from market measures, therefore the ASEAN Member States 

(AMS) expressed their support on improving the traceability for capture fisheries to ensure the 

sustainability of fisheries for food security toward 2020 as guided in the 2011 Resolution and Plan of 

Action. In connection to this, AMSs supported the proposed development of common regional catch 

documentation scheme herein after called ñASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) focusing 

marine capture fisheries at the SSOM-AMAF in 2013 which aimed to enhance the intra-regional and 

international trade. In addition, the ACDS could be used as a tool to support effective national fisheries 

management particularly the monitoring, control, and surveillance (MCS), as ACDS remains one of the 

most valuable and comprehensive methods for collecting fisheries statistics at a reasonable cost and to 

prevent the entry of fish and fisheries products from IUU fishing activity into the supply chains.  

 

Development of the ACDS concept have been started off by SEAFDEC Secretariat in close collaboration 

with MFRDMD and experts/ fisheries managers from SEAFDEC Member Countries with the support 

from Japanese Trust Funds since 2014. One expert group meeting and one Technical consultation meeting 

were convened in October and December, 2014 for the 1
st
 Draft of ACDS, respectively. Another expert 

meeting convened in 2015 for finalizing the draft ACDS, was also organized in accordance with the 

recommendations made by the 47
th
 SEAFDEC Council Meeting. The results from three meetings in 2014 

and 2015 could come up with the final draft ACDS Concept and the info-graphic on usage of ACDS for 

18 scenarios of catch/trade flows into and or among the AMS in the region. To ensure that ACDS are 

applicable and benefit to the relevant stakeholders namely operators of fishing vessels, suppliers, seafood 

processors for export and traders who export and transship, SEAFDEC convened the Stakeholder 

Consultations in March 2016 with aims to introduce the concept and compile their views for further 

development of the appropriate system of ACDS for both electronic and manual system to cover all 

requirements of the SEAFDEC Member Countries. SEAFDEC is recommended to develop the electronic 

system of ACDS that should be included not only commercial fisheries but also considering to support 

small-scale fishers. In addition, at the 49
th
 meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in April 2016, the Council 

suggested that the e-ACDS should be developed in harmonization with other existing catch documentation 

schemes to ensure that this would be acceptable to the EU and US Presidential Task Force, and thus, 

enhance trading of fish and fishery products from the Southeast Asian region, while the Council endorsed 

Brunei Darussalam as a pilot testing country for the e-ACDS.         

 

II . ELECTRONIC ASEAN CA TCH DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM (E -ACDS) 
 

To support the pilot testing of the ACDS in Brunei Darussalam, SEAFDEC secretariat compared the 

existing CDS from ASEAN Member States such as Indonesia (Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries ï

MMAF), Thailand (Department of Fisheries) that operating the CDS to accommodate the fish trades to 

EU. SEAFDEC also observed the CCAMLR CDS system which is mandatory system for their party. 

Additionally, the lessons learnt from Swedish Agency for Marine and Water Management (SwAM) are 

also very useful particularly on monitoring the fishing vessels activities and catch flow system from sea to 

landing site, processing producers and/or consumer market. SEAFDEC also observed the electronic 

Movement Catch Purchasing Documents developed by the Fish Marketing Organization (FMO), Thailand, 

where in after SEAFDEC signed the MOU in November 2016 to get support on development of the e-

ACDS for ASEAN region. Based on the above mentioned lessons learnt, SEAFDEC starts working on the 

architecture design of the e-ACDS taking into accounts the e-ACDS structures/designs for all AMS but 
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not for Brunei Darussalam only. However, the Key Data Elements for the e-ACDS are the basic 

information from country that requires inputs to the system such as: fishing vessels 

particulars/information, boat owners, buyers, processing producers, exporter/traders, etc. SEAFDEC 

conducted the 1
st
 consultative visit in August 2016 to compile all basic information and observe over all 

traceability procedures of fish and fishery products in Brunei Darussalam. The 2
nd

 consultative visit was 

made in January 2017 with aims to introduce the draft e-ACDS and discuss on establishment of validation 

Unit and Competent Authority Unit for issuing the ASEAN/Brunei Darussalam Catch Certificate (ACC).    

 

The ACDS for marine capture fisheries is developed not only electronic type but can be used as the paper-

type ACDS, taking into consideration many AMSs may requires the paper-type from sea to landing port. 

However, overall system of ACDS are electronic-base. Monitoring and control of fishing as well as the 

verifying catch weight and validation of vessels by port authority before departure for fishing are 

integrated the lessons learned from SwAM, Indonesia and Thailand. The e-ACDS could solve the 

problems based on existing system implemented by AMS in Indonesia and Thailand. The system includes 

not only scientific name, common name of fish species but also the 3A Code that is normally used by the 

SwAM or EU CDS system and aligning with the current requirement in the Final Rule for a U.S. 

Seafood Traceability Program.  
 

Taking into consideration the USAID-Oceans is also developing the Catch Documentation and 

Traceability (CDT) for the Southeast Asian region based on two Tuna landing sites: one in General 

Santos, in the Philippines and the other site in Bitung, Indonesia. Since the concept paper for CDT will be 

finalized by February 2017, the system therefore is under developing for implementation by the two 

mentioned sites. The USAID Oceans CDTS is proposed to help ensure that fisheries resources from 

Southeast Asia are legally caught and properly labeled. The electronic CDTS will encourage the collection 

and analysis of ecological and economic data related to seafood products throughout the supply chain, 

such that they are traceable from the point of catch to import and retail. In principle, the traceability 

procedures are the same with e-ACDS accepting two points of ecological and economic data that may not 

exist in the e-ACDS.  

 

The development of the e-ACDS software with supported by the Sweden Government, is designed as 

web-based application run on any devices such as mobile phone, tablet, computer. The system is on the 

server and or cloud server that country could operate and manage individually by their IT officer and 

manager through the technical support from SEAFDEC. No cost for e-ACDS application/software, and 

language could be modified based on country. However, the country may need to adapt the rule/regulation 

or measures to support the basic information requirements from the system and to ensure that the best 

practices on vessel monitoring and catch reporting at sea are in place in which needs the cooperation from 

relevant stakeholders which means to increase the effectiveness of e-ACDS as a fisheries management 

tool.   

 

III . REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL  
 

The Council Members are requested to take note the progress on development of the electronic ASEAN 

Catch Documentation Scheme for Marine Capture Fisheries.  The Council Members are also invited to 

provide advice and suggestion to ensure that implementation of the ACDS would support the prevention 

of entry of fish and fishery products from IUU fishing activity into the supply chains as well as enhancing 

the national, intra-regional and international market.  
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Appendix 1 of Annex 10 

 

ELECTRONIC ASEAN CATCH DOCUMENTATION SCHEME  

(e-ACDS) 

 

I. Catch/data flows of the e-ACDS 

 

 
 

II . Key Data Elements  (KDEs) of e-ACDS Database  
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1. Key Data Elements 
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2. List of Fishes Species (ASFIS) <Samples> 

 

 
 

 

 

 



     Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

 70 

T
h
e
 F

o
rty

-F
ifth

 M
e

e
tin

g
 o

f th
e
 S

E
A

F
D

E
C

 C
o
u
n
c
il, 1

-5
 A

p
ril 2

0
1
3
 

 

III . Userôs Manual (3
rd
 Draft) 

 

PART 1: PORT-OUT PROCESS 

 

Step 1: Please enter username and 

password into Login Page 

 

 
Step 2: After login, the main webpage of 

e-ACDS system  

 

 
 

Step 3: Port-out (Issues CD) Menu, this 

menu is for issuing the initiative Catch 

Declaration (CD). Fishing master has to 

report to the fishing port authority when 

fishing vessels want to go out for fishing. 

After port authority approved the request, 

the list of fishing vessels will be appeared. 

 

 

 
 

Step 4: Select ñAdd Newò to issues the 

initiative CD to fishing master who want 

to go out for fishing operation. The 

fishing master just inform the Vessel 

registration number, then all fishing 

vessel detailed installed in the database 

will be linked automatically.  
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Step 5: after filling all requirements in the 

e-CD form via Online, the system will be 

back to Port-out page that all list of 

fishing vessels  

 

 
 

Step 6,7: Fishing port authority can print 

out the initiative CD Form to fishing 

master. The initiative CD form consists of 

vessels and fishing master information, 

username and password for reporting the 

catch at sea   
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PART 2: CATCH REPORTING AT SEA by FISHING MASTER  

 

Step 8:  Log-in to the system via online 

by Fishing Master using the username and 

password from the initiative CD form. 

 

 

 
Step 9: Select the Catch Reporting Menu, 

the list of vessels that were registered and 

approved for fishing will be shown. 

 
 

Step 10: after step 9, select ñInformationò 

 , the Fishing activities page will be 

appeared as shown in figure. 

 
 

Step 10: Send the catch report by 

selecting the ñAdd Newò in which the 

required information / data needed to be 

filled as follows:  

a) Fishing Number:  is for number of 

fishing activity 

b) Operation date:  

c) Fishing zone: or Position of fishing 

based on the GPS machine 

d) Main Fish species and estimated 

weight in kg. fish species name will 

be based on common name and the 

ASFIS (3ACode) 
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Step 11: Port-in Menu, The aims of this 

menu is to verify catch report particularly 

the catch weight after fishing boat was 

landed. 

 

 
 

Step 12: FISHING MASTER informs the 

port authority for Port-In, the Admin will 

register fishing vessels that come-in 

fishing port by select ñAdd Vessel (port-

in). The simple Port-in form will be 

appeared as Figure. Admin has to select 

ñCD Numberò and input arrival date and 

Port-in Name. Other information will be 

automatic linked to the e-ACDS system.  
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Annex 11 

 

PROGRESS ON REGIONAL  COOPERATI ON TO SUPPORT  

THE IMPLEMENTATI ON OF THE PORT STATE  MEASURES IN ASEAN REGION 
 

I . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

Refer to the adopted International Plan of Action to prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU) in 2001, in which the requirement for port State measure is included. 

FAO has worked on the PSM to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing including 

identification on the need for human resources development to implement port State measures while 

developed ñFAO Voluntary Model Scheme on Port State Measuresò as minimum standards to combat 

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing in 2004. Later, the FAO Conference adopted resolution 

12/2009 approving the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures (PSM Agreement) to Prevent, Deter and 

Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, as a legally binding instrument in 2009. The 

objective of the PSM Agreement is to ñprevent illegally caught fish from entering international markets 

through portsò. Port State needs to take the actions on restriction of entry into port, use of port, access to 

port services, in addition the inspection and other enforcement activities are also mentioned in the 

agreement. Taking into account the importance of seafood products from Southeast Asian region to around 

the world market, trade in and out are one of the important activities. To avoid any impact on trade as well 

as preventing the entry of IUU fish and fishery products either from international or intra-regional trade, the 

implementation of port State measures is therefore needed taking into accounts other existing regional 

management tools developed under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Collaborative Framework such as ASEAN 

Catch Documentations, RFVR-24m, ASEAN Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of IUU Products into the 

Supply Chain, and etc.  

 

Implementation of Port State Measures requires inter-agency as well as regional and international 

cooperation. There are several action needs as mentioned in the provisions in which port State needs to 

consider their legal instruments to compile with PSM. Based on the technical consultations on 

implementation of PSM by AMSs, the results show that many AMSs are still inadequate in terms of the 

human capacity to implement the PSM Agreement, while many foreign vessels are not only coming from 

outside the ASEAN region such as high seas or RFMOsô areas but there are also movement of the fishing 

vessels among the ASEAN Member States. In 2015, SEAFDEC therefore proposed the regional approaches 

to support the implementation the PSM Agreement and effective fisheries management through 

harmonization and cooperation among AMSs.  

 

At the 48
th
 Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in April 2016, the Concept Proposal on Regional Cooperation 

for Supporting the Implementation of Port State Measures in ASEAN Region as well as its work plan was 

addressed for consideration, comments and support. The Council suggested to harmonize and integrate 

PSM Agreement with the existing RFVR Database. The Council identified four main aspects for 

implementation of PSM Agreement, including 1) denying entry of IUU vessels into AMSôs ports based on 

an integrated vessel database; 2) identification of designated ports; 3) prior notification of vessels entering 

into the countriesô ports; and 4) capacity building for inspectors. In addition, the Council also requested 

SEAFDEC to raise the profile of PSM Agreement and its implementation, especially to the higher 

authorities of the ASEAN and to push forward the process of PSM Agreement ratification and 

implementation. 

 

In response to the 48
th
 Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, SEAFDEC in collaboration with Department of 

Fisheries/Thailand with the support by Japanese Trust Fund, Swedish Government, FAO, USAID/RDMA, 

and Marino-Forum21 organized the Workshop on Regional Cooperation for Implementation of Port State 

Measures to Improve Fisheries Management and Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia on 7-10 November 

2016 with aims to 1) strengthen understanding among ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries on 

requirements for the implementation of PSM in the region; and 2) further develop a detailed activity plan 

together with partners in support of the implementation of PSM in the region. Several capacity needs 

targeting different stakeholders and several SOPs and Guidelines/Manual are described in Annex I. In 

addition, the meeting acknowledged the important management tools namely; RFVR and ACDS to support 

the PSM particularly foreign vessels among the AMSs. 
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II . INTRODUCTION  

 

Refer to the adopted International Plan of Action to prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU) in 2001, in which the requirement for port State measure is included. 

FAO has worked on the PSM to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing including identified 

the need for human resources development to implement port State measures while developed as minimum 

standards - a ñFAO Voluntary Model Scheme on Port State Measuresò to combat Illegal, Unreported and 

Unregulated Fishing in 2004. Later, the FAO Conference adopted resolution 12/2009 approving the FAO 

Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated 

Fishing, as a legally binding instrument in 2009. The objective of the PSM Agreement is to ñprevent 

illegally caught fish from entering international markets through portsò. Port State needs to take the actions 

on restriction of entry into port, use of port, access to port services, in addition the inspection and other 

enforcement activities are also mentioned in the agreement. Taking into account the important of seafood 

products from Southeast Asian to around the world market, trade in and out are ones of the important 

activities. To avoid any impact on trade as well as preventing the entry of IUU fish and fishery products 

either from international or intra-regional trade, the implementation of port State measures are therefore 

needed taking into accounts other existing regional management tools developed under the ASEAN-

SEAFDEC Collaborative Framework such as ASEAN Catch Documentations, RFVR-24m, ASEAN 

Guidelines to prevent the entry of IUU products into the supply chain, and etc. Implementation of Port 

State Measures requires inter-agency as well as regional and international cooperation. There are several 

action needs as mentioned in the provisions in which port State needs to consider their legal instruments to 

compile with PSM. Based on the technical consultations on implementation of PSM by AMSs, the results 

show that many AMSs are still inadequate in terms of the human capacity to implement the PSM, while 

many foreign vessels are not only from outside the ASEAN region such as high-sea or RFMOsô areas but 

also vessels among the ASEAN Member States. In 2015, SEAFDEC therefore proposed the regional 

approaches to support the implementation the PSM in and effective management through the harmonization 

and cooperation among AMSs.  

 

At the 48
th
 Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in April 2016, the Concept Proposal on Regional Cooperation 

for Supporting the Implementation of Port State Measures in ASEAN Region as well as its work plan was 

addressed for consideration, comments and support. The council suggested harmonizing and integrating 

with the RFVR Database. The council identified four main aspects that should be considered during the 

implementation of PSM, these include: 1) denying entry of IUU vessels into AMSôs ports based on an 

integrated vessel database; 2) identification of designated ports; 3) prior notification of vessels entering into 

the countriesô ports; and 4) capacity building for inspectors. In addition, the council also requested 

SEAFDEC to raise the profile of PSM and its implementation, especially to the higher authorities of the 

ASEAN and to push forward the process of PSMA ratification and implementation. 

 

III . PROGRESS OF REGIONAL COOPERATION ON PSM 

 

In response to the 48
th
 Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, SEAFDEC in collaboration with Department of 

Fisheries/Thailand with the support by Japanese Trust Fund, Sweden Government, FAO, USAID/RDMA, 

and Marino-Forum21 organized the Workshop on Regional Cooperation for Implementation of Port State 

Measures to Improve Fisheries Management and Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia on 7-10 November 

2016 with aims to 1) strengthen understanding among ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries on 

requirements for the implementation of Port State Measures (PSM) in the region; and 2) further develop a 

detailed activity plan together with partners in support of the implementation of PSM in the region. The 

Workshop came up with ñActions and need for regional cooperation to support the implementation of the 

Port State Measuresò (as Appendix 1). Moreover, the SEAFDEC activities (Year 2017-2019) on capacity 

building to support implementation of PSM for ASEAN Member State (AMS) was planned with regional 

training course for fishery manager, and on-site training course for inspector based on ñIdentification of 

training module for PSM capacity buildingò (as Appendix 2) which is outputs of ñExperts Meeting on 

Regional Cooperation to Support the Implementation of Port State Measures in Southeast Asian Regionò 

on 2 to 4 February 2016.  

 

However, the on-site training for inspector should be integrated and harmonized with the needs of AMSs 

by consideration and agreement from PSM stakeholder committee of each country.  
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IV . REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL  

 

- To take note the progress on regional cooperation through harmonization and the support for 

implementation of the PSM in ASEAN Region; and 

- To provide advice and suggestion on the results of Workshop as appear in Appendix 1 to ensure 

that the needs for capacity building and support implementation are aligned with priority required 

by AMSs. 
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Appendix 1 of Annex 11 

 

CONSOLIDATED ACTIONS AND NEEDS FOR REGIONAL COOPERATION TO SUPPORT  

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PORT STATE MEASURES  

 

(Updating of Identification of issues in the PSM Agreement that would support the implementation of PSM in the region) 

 

Refers to the PSMA Recommendations of Regional 

Cooperation on PSM implementation 
Status of AMS Actions and Needs 

PART Article No. 

Entry Into 

Port 

Article 7:  

Designated 

port 

Å Encourage AMS to identify designated 

ports for foreign fishing vessel and 

encourage not to allow foreign fishing 

vessel to unload fish and fishery products 

in non-designated ports. 

 

 

 

Å BN, CM, VN no have designate port 

and need to know criteria for 

designate port  

Å ID is planning to add more designate 

port 

Å PH is planning to review and 

evaluate then add more designate 

port 

Å The designated port ready in FAO 

website) 

1. AMS to share the Information on ports to be 

shared with FAO, SEAFDEC 

2. For those without designate port, need to 

know criteria, identification and analysis for 

designate port  

3. Guidance for port designation include 

procedure, dissemination information and etc. 

Å The list of designed ports should include 

information of the name of the port, 

address of location, contact person and 

his/her designation as well as official 

website in English version.  

Å Countries ready to translate in 

English version such as Malaysia, 

Indonesia 

 

Å SEAFDEC shall publicize the information of 

AMSôs designated ports. 

 Article 8:  

Advance 

request for port 

entry 

Å AMS shall require, as a minimum 

standard, the information requested in 

the 2009 Agreement of the port state 

measures or relevant document to be 

adopted by AMS
1
 to be provide before 

granting entry to a vessel to its port.  

Å ID, MY, PH, SG, TH follow the 

2009 Agreement of the port state 

measures  

Å All AMSs agreed to follow the 2009 

Agreement of the port state 

measures  

 

Å The Member Countries should provide 

information on RFVR to SEAFDEC as a tool 

to support the implementation of PSM in 24 

meters and over and also below 24 meters as 

plan in the future  

Å Expansion of existing RFVR to support the 

Annex A1 includes history of compliance. 

Å The RFVR should include the vessel less than 

24 meters, but not artisanal vessels: 

(considering the near-real time updating of the 

existing RFVR) 

                                                           
1
 SEAFDEC to provide a simplified document for small fishing vessel for adoption by AMS 
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 7
9 

Refers to the PSMA Recommendations of Regional 

Cooperation on PSM implementation 
Status of AMS Actions and Needs 

PART Article No. 

 Article 9:  

Port entry, 

authorization 

or denial 

Å Information exchange on the country 

laws and regulations shall be shared 

among the AMS taking into accounts 

that some AMSs (e.g. Malaysia and 

Indonesia) do not allow its fishing vessel 

excluding carriers to unload catch at 

other country ports. 

 

 

Å Regional workshop to share and discuss laws 

and regulation 

Å Develop the regional database/website system 

to share legal /regulations of all AMS (in 

English)  

Å Encourage to use the existing Port lex (FAO 

database), SEAFDEC website and RPOA-IUU 

website for sharing law and regulations  

Å Translate National Law and Regulation into 

English for wide audience, the resources and 

support can request to FAO 

Å To encourage AMS to require foreign 

fishing vessels and carriers to submit 

pre-arrival information (such as approval 

to land catch, origin of catch or 

certificate of catch) so that port State can 

decide whether to authorize or deny the 

entry of this vessel into their port. 

Decision to deny shall be communicated 

to the flag state  

Å Decision making process to deny is 

clear for ID, MY, PH, SG, TH  

Å Communication of denial, sometime 

is problematic 

Å Regional Training on PSM implementation for 

BN, CM, VN to understand the process of PSM  

Å Develop Minimum Standard of Pre-Arrival 

information (e.g. ACDS) 

Å In case of transmitted or deny the vessels, the 

communicating the results of port entry should 

be shared among coastal states and flag states 

and regional organizations such as FAO, 

SEAFDEC and RPOA-IUU 

Å Discussion on black list 

Å To provide the awareness building to 

relevant stakeholders (e.g. fishing boat 

owner, importer, port authority, etc.) at 

national level to enhance the better 

understanding the country laws and 

regulations, and other procedure on 

Inspections.   

 

Å ID is ongoing and need more 

effective public campaign for 

relevant stakeholder and officers 

Å MY selected only so far plan to 

stakeholder and officer outreach 

Å PH, SG, TH is sufficient awareness 

building for relevant stakeholder 

Å Develop Training of Trainers Workshops (train 

to how to, target stakeholders, etc) multi-media 

(posters, IEC) and apply to local contexts.  

Å Create Communication Strategy and roadmap 

such as development of PSM webpage contains 

country profile, law and regulation, FAO 

Materials and lessons) 

Å Training on PSM implementation for general 

stakeholders, fishery manger, fishery policy, 

and inspector 
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Refers to the PSMA Recommendations of Regional 

Cooperation on PSM implementation 
Status of AMS Actions and Needs 

PART Article No. 

Inspections 

and Follow-

Up Action 

Article 12:  

Levels and 

priorities for 

inspection 

Å Adopt the Standard Operating 

Procedures (SOP) on the risk assessment 

and inspection of vessels through the 

harmonization/ consultation workshop.  

 

 

Å Regional workshop on development SOP for 

risk assessment and inspection of vessel in 

collaboration with relevant Partners: (focus the 

target group from port managers, operational 

level, inspectors, technical level)  

Å Prior the development of SOP, Countries 

should prepare vessel information for the 

development of SOP on Risk Assessment 

Å AMS may consider minimum levels for 

inspection of vessels through, as 

appropriate, agreement among all AMSs.    

Å To support inspection of the vessels, the 

historical data/information of vessel are 

required in the database module of 

vessels.  

 Å Promote the Use RFVR, e-ACDS 

Å Create Application of RFVR-database system 

for field work. 

 

 Article 15: 

Transmittal of 

inspection 

results 

Å AMS shall transmit the results of each 

inspection to the flag State of the 

inspected vessel. 

Å AMS shall submit SEAFDEC the total 

number of inspection annually. 

Å When AMS flagged vessel has been 

denied entry, denied the use of port or 

denied the landing of fish, the port State 

needs to share the summary report of 

inspection to SEAFDEC. 

 

Å Countries to share information to 

SEAFDEC 

Å In case of transmit ion or deny the vessel, the 

communicating the results of port entry should 

be shared among coastal states and flag states, 

FAO, SEAFDEC and RPOA-IUU 

Å SEAFDEC to facilitate regional center for 

sharing of the data for ASEAN region 

 Article 16: 

Electronic 

exchange of 

information 

Å To facilitate implementation of this 

Regional Cooperation, each AMS, where 

possible, establish a communication 

mechanism that allows for direct 

electronic exchange of information, with 

due regard to appropriate confidentiality 

requirements. In addition, AMS should 

cooperate to establish an information-

sharing mechanism by SEAFDEC to 

facilitate the exchange of information 

 Å Development of the PSM website /database 

system to support the Regional center for 

sharing of the data for all ASEAN Member 

States. 

Å Development two-ways and effective 

communication 

Å Create the networks on PSMA in different 

levels through Email group, Social media, 

WhatsApp, etc. 
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 8
1 

Refers to the PSMA Recommendations of Regional 

Cooperation on PSM implementation 
Status of AMS Actions and Needs 

PART Article No. 

with existing database for this 

cooperation.   

 Article 17:  

Training of 

inspectors 

Å Request FAO, RFMOs, ASEAN, 

SEAFDEC and relevant agencies on 

training of trainer for port inspections 

including legal and operational aspects 

with an emphasis on practical hands-on 

component 

Å Develop a network/team among AMSs 

on training of trainer for port inspections  

Å Consider an existing training module 

developed by RPOA-IUU in 

collaboration with the Australian 

Maritime on port inspections to support 

the TOT programs.  

Å Countries request to support TOT 

for inspector 

Å No focal point in place for PSMA 

implementation 

Å Training modules have been 

developed by PSM Workshop in Feb 

2016 (ReferWP06) for different 

target levels such as 1. Stakeholders, 

2. Managers, 3. Policy decision 

maker, etc.  

 

Å TOT* for inspector to support PSM 

implementation and development of network 

Å SEAFDEC, FAO and partner should facilitate 

and support model port as a training site 

Å Establishment on network of inspectors 

Å Making a main standard for inspectors in the 

region 

Å Regional guideline for port inspection 

 Article 18:  

Port State 

actions 

following 

inspection 

  Å Sharing information to relevant organization  

Å Develop Guidelines and Inspection Manual 

(how to do, what to do after inspection retained 

it) with the support from FAO.  

 
Remark *:   

Refers to the 48CM, the council suggested that the proposed training should not be in the form of ñTraining of Trainersò considering that such training would target only limited number of port 

inspectors. 
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Appendix 2 of Annex 11 

 
IDENTIFICATION OF TRAINING MODULE FOR PSM CAPACITY BUILDING  

 

1) Target: Inspector  

Training module: (Regional and/or National training course) 

 

Lecture 

 

¶ Fisheries situation and management scheme 

o Fisheries region and global situation 

o Form of IUU fishing in Southeast Asian Region 

o Initiative activities to combat IUU fishing  

o Management scheme such as RPOA, NPOA, RFMO 

¶ Applicable international law and national laws and regulation measures  

¶ Introduction of Port State Measures Agreement and especially focus on;   

o Overview inspection and Follow action (Article 12-19) 

o Vessel inspection (Article 13 and Annex A and B) 

¶ Ethics of PSM inspector 

¶ Health Safety & Security of PSM inspector 

¶ Authority & Powers (Fisheries enforcement)of PSM inspector including the owned domestic laws 

and regulation (if applicable) 

¶ Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)/ decision criteria 

¶ Advanced request to enter port 

¶ Prioritizing inspection based on the risk assessment 

¶ Inspection of vessel (intensive) 

o Prior boarding inspection 

o Boarding and inspection procedures 

Á Identification the VMS devices and VMS record (should take much time) 

o Freezer and cold store inspections guidelines 

o Bridge observations and equipment 

o Calculating product weight by hold measurements 

o Calculating gross fish hold volume 

¶ Commercial fishing gear, equipment and techniques 

¶ Fish and product identification 

¶ Monitoring offloading and transshipment operation 

¶ Follow-up procedures information sharing including requesting for additional information from 

flag state and deny port entry and IUU list  

¶ Legal process, rule of evidence and interviews 

 

Practice 

 

¶ Field practical training 

 

2) Target: Fishery manager 

Training module: (Regional and/or National training course) 

 

Lecture 

 

¶ Fisheries situation and management scheme 

o Fisheries region and global situation 

o Form of IUU fishing in Southeast Asian Region 

o Initiative activities to combat IUU fishing  

o Management scheme such as RPOA, NPOA, RFMO 

 

¶ Applicable international law and national laws and regulation measures  
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¶ Introduction of Port State Measures Agreement  

¶ Ethics, Health Safety & Security, Authority & Powers (Fisheries enforcement) of PSM inspector  

¶ Advanced request to enter port 

¶ Prioritizing inspection based on the risk assessment 

¶ Inspection of vessel  

o Prior boarding inspection 

o Boarding and inspection procedures 

Á Identification the VMS devices and VMS record   

o Freezer and cold store inspections guidelines 

o Bridge observations and equipment 

o Calculating product weight by hold measurements 

o Calculating gross fish hold volume 

¶ Commercial fishing gear, equipment and techniques 

¶ Fish and product identification 

¶ Monitoring offloading and transshipment operation 

¶ Follow-up procedures information sharing including requesting for additional information from 

flag state and deny port entry and IUU list  

¶ Legal process, rule of evidence and interviews 

¶ Capacity needs assessments towards implementation of Port State Measures  

 

On-site study 

 

¶ Observation on fishing port and inspection activities 
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Annex 12 

 

REGIONAL PLAN OF ACT ION FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF FISHIN G CAPACITY  

 
In response to the finalization of Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-

Capacity), the Secretariat revised the documents as suggested by the 48
th
 Council Meeting. The final 

version of the RPOA-Capacity was submitted and received endorsement by the 24
th
 ASWGFi in June 

2016, followed by 38
th
 AMAF in October 2016. 

 

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL  

 

The Council Members are invited to take note of the endorsement of the RPOA-Capacity by 24
th
 ASWGFi 

and AMAF in 2016, and provide guidance and suggestion for its implementation. 
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Appendix 1 of Annex 12 

 

ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity 

 (RPOA-Capacity)   

 

PART 1 

INTRODUCTION  
 

During the last three to four decades, many Southeast Asian countries including Indonesia, Thailand, 

Philippines, Myanmar, Viet Nam, and Malaysia ranked among the top ten countries with the largest 

fisheries industries in the world. The ASEAN fisheries sector has played very important role in providing 

fish for food security, generating livelihood and employment, alleviating poverty, and increasing national 

revenues. In 2013, the total fishery production by two sub-sectors: inland and marine capture fisheries, 

was about 19.1 million metric tons (MT) valued at about 23.5 billion US$ (SEAFDEC, 2015
1
). The introduction of new fishing gear technologies as well as post-harvest and processing equipment 

had since 1960s led to the rapid and intensive development of fisheries industry in the region, particularly 

in Thailand, Indonesia, Philippines and Viet Nam.  

 

The growing fishing fleets throughout the region coupled with rapid increases in harvesting capacity, has 

not been matched with the development of national capacities and regional/sub-regional cooperation to 

manage the fishing effort with due consideration given to the sustainability of fishery resources. Limited 

management, or regulation and control, of the active fishing capacity has allowed fisheries to operate in an 

ñopen-access regimeò leading to continued increase in number of vessels and people engaged in fisheries. 

Therefore, there is a need to improve and implement licensing schemes and other capacity management 

measures that effectively limit entry into the fisheries, replacing the present inadequately designed 

systems.  

 

As reported, the estimated total number of fishing vessels in the ASEAN Member States (AMSs) in 2014 

was 1.86 million vessels of which almost 99% are fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length. Indonesia, 

Philippines and Viet Nam have the largest numbers of fishing vessels with about 1,183,000, 478,500, and 

124,600 vessels, respectively, although such numbers are believed to be only underestimations (Countriesô 

reports during RTC-RFVR, June 2015).  Since 1980s, most of the near shore fishing areas in Southeast 

Asia are overfished (Silvestre, G.T., 2003
2
). In many coastal areas however, the catch per unit efforts and 

other biological parameters and/or reference target points indicate declining status of fish stocks. Even 

though management instruments had been introduced to protect vulnerable fish stocks (e.g. closed areas 

and seasons, gear restrictions) together with efforts to contain the growth of the numbers of fishing fleets, 

the impact of such efforts still could not be seen in terms of securing sustainability of available resources.  

 

In order to meet the demand for fish by the growing populations, and to maintain or increase the supply of 

raw materials for the processing industries considering that the regionôs fishery resources are facing heavy 

exploitation, fishing activities have been expanded from the coastal areas to offshore waters and even 

outside of the national Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs). Such expansion takes place both with and 

without proper authorization and licensing - causing widespread illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 

fishing, including encroachment into other countriesô EEZs. The depletion of fishery resources in the 

region by excessive fleet capacity and harvesting effort needs to be considered in the perspective of related 

trans-boundary management issues together with expected losses in the generation of national economic 

revenues. Illegal and unsustainable fisheries that end up with trade restrictions would have direct 

implications on the trade of fish and fishery products not only to world markets but also within the 

ASEAN region.  

 

It is well recognized that there is an urgent need for countries to cooperate in order to improve fisheries 

management, especially, with regards to the management of fishing capacity at national, sub-regional and 

regional levels. In order to match fishing effort with available resources, management of fishing capacity 

                                                           
1 SEAFDEC, 2015. Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia 2013. Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center, 

Bangkok, Thailand. 
2 Silvestre, G.T. et al., 2003. South and Southeast Asian Coastal Fisheries: Their Status and Directions for Improved 

Management ï Conference Synopsis and Recommendation. WorldFish Center Conference Proceedings 67 (2003) 
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is one of the most basic tools available in support of sustainable fisheries. Moreover, fishing effort should 

be controlled to protect important habitats while regulations should be enforced to safeguard the interest 

of, specifically the vulnerable groups of people.  

 

It is in responding to requests of the AMSs that SEAFDEC had organized since 2006 experts 

consultation and regional technical consultations highlighting on the critical importance of addressing the 

management of fishing capacity in Southeast Asia. This is meant to reduce pressure on available stocks, 

mitigate conflicts over resources and promote sustainability for people dependent on fishery resources. 

Unregulated (and/or un-enforced) fisheries and over-capacity, relative to available resources, also tend to 

increase incidences of illegal fishing within countries, as well as across boundaries resulting in increased 

difficulties faced by smaller communities. To improve the levels of sustainability and promote equal 

sharing of the benefits from fisheries, it is necessary that immediate efforts are called for to reduce over-

capacity, improve (implementation of) regulatory measures and combat illegal fishing throughout the 

ASEAN region. It should be noted that the importance of management of fishing capacity to the 

sustainability of fisheries and food security was one of the central themes raised during the ASEAN-

SEAFDEC Conference on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security Towards 2020, held in Bangkok, 

Thailand, 13-17 June 2011 under Sub-theme 1.2 that fully focused on the ñManagement of Fishing 

Capacityò and subsequently reflected in the adopted 2011 Resolution and Plan of Action. 

 

Referring to the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (1995), several 

recommendations on the need to improve fisheries management have been included. Furthermore, the 

FAO Member States subsequently adopted the International Plan of Action on the Management of Fishing 

Capacity 1999 (IPOA-Capacity). The IPOA-Capacity specified a number of steps to be taken including: a) 

assessment and monitoring of fishing capacity; b) preparation and implementation of national plans of 

action (NPOA-Capacity); and c) international (regional) considerations and recommendations for 

immediate steps to address the management of fishing capacity.  

 

In general, the fisheries management schemes that are being developed should aim to regulate the 

active fishing effort by developing schemes and management plans to give directions on where, how, 

when and by whom to fish. The management directions can include information on total number of 

vessels allowed at a given time and area; the type of gear to be used (and not to be used); special 

restrictions on protected areas, protected species and defined seasonal restrictions; traditional rights to 

fish, exclusive rights and other specified rights
3
, as well as other additional aspects that should be 

considered and respected when regulating the actual fishing effort. A number of countries in the region 

had developed or are in the process of developing their respective NPOA-Capacity. Some countries that 

had not yet developed the NPOA-Capacity have indicated that the necessary laws and regulations are in 

place and are supportive to the management of fishing capacity.  

 

Recognizing the importance of management of fishing capacity, the ASEAN sought the 

collaboration of SEAFDEC to develop the Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity 

(RPOA-Capacity) during the Fourth Meeting of the ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF) in 

2012 in Indonesia. The development of such activity was considered and supported by the SEAFDEC 

Member Countries during the 47
th
 Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in 2014.  

 

The overall objective of the RPOA-Capacity would be to serve as guide for the management of 

fishing capacity in an ASEAN perspective and also to support the ASEAN Member States in the 

development and implementation of their respective NPOA-Capacity (SEAFDEC, 2006
4
). The RPOA-

Capacity is also meant to support the need to enhance regional cooperation on fisheries management 

and/or management of fishing capacity in sub-regional areas such as the Andaman Sea, Gulf of Thailand, 

South China Sea
5
 and Sulu-Sulawesi Seas. Strengthened regional and sub-regional cooperation on the 

management and control of fishing capacity would provide an effective platform for the AMSs to support 

efforts to combat IUU fishing.  

                                                           
3 As stipulated in respective countriesô national laws and regulations 

4 SEAFDEC. 2006. Report of the Experts Meeting on Management of Fishing Capacity in Southeast Asia, 27-29 July 2006, Sihanouk Ville, Cambodia. Southeast Asian Fisheries 

Development Center. 141 p. 

5 The term ñSouth China Seaò is used in its geographical sense and does not imply recognition of any territorial claims within the area (UNEP/GEF/SCS Project Document on ñReversing 

Environmental Degradation Trends in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailandò) 
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The RPOA-Capacity has been developed through dialogue with ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member 

Countries such as the regional technical consultations and expert meeting (1
st
 RTC in February 2015 in 

Malaysia, Experts meeting in August 2015 in Thailand and 2
nd

 RTC in December 2015 in Thailand) 

organized by SEAFDEC with the funding support from the Government of Japan through SEAFDEC-

Japanese Trust Fund and the Government of Sweden through the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. The RPOA-

Capacity contain four (4) parts: Part 1 as an introduction part includes rationale, problems on the 

sustainable fisheries management, and the needs for RPOA-Capacity; Part 2 include the goals and 

objectives of the RPOA-Capacity; Part 3 refers to the guiding principle in developing the RPOA-Capacity. 

Part 4 is the main part of the Plan of Action for Managing Fishing Capacity and this part comprises of 5 

Sessions as follows: 1) Assessment of Fishing Capacity; 2) Preparation and Implementation of National 

Plans; 3) International Consideration; 4) Required Urgent Measures for Regional Fisheries Management; 

and 5) Mechanisms to Promote of the Implementation.  

 

Thus, it is expected that the RPOA-Capacity could also serve as basis for the AMSs in 

formulating relevant policies and provide an enabling environment for clear direction and understanding 

of the need to effectively manage the fishing capacity at national level. In addition, the RPOA-Capacity is 

intended to respond to the need for AMSs to strengthen regional cooperation in managing fishing capacity 

in sub-regional areas such as the Gulf of Thailand, South China Sea
5
, Andaman Sea, Sulu-Sulawesi Seas, 

and other sub-regional areas where the fisheries need to be managed by concerned AMSs. 

 

PART 2 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES  

 

The RPOA-Capacity is intended to serve as guide for the AMSs in developing their respective 

National Plans of Action for Managing Fishing Capacity (NPOA-Capacity) as well as in enhancing 

regional cooperation on sustainable fisheries management and improving regulations on fishing effort at 

sub-regional/regional level. Thus, the ultimate goal of the RPOA-Capacity is to facilitate development of 

appropriate fishing capacity management to ensure that levels of fishing effort are commensurate with 

sustainable use of available fishery resources. 

 

The specific objectives of the RPOA-Capacity are to:  

a) enhance the effective, efficient, equitable and transparent management of fishing capacity for 

long-term sustainability; 

b) ensure that fishery managers should endeavor to initially limit fishing capacity at the present level 

and progressively reduce the fishing effort applied to affected fisheries; 

c) avoid growth in fishing capacity that undermines the long-term sustainability objectives; and 

d) enhance sub-regional cooperation in managing fishing capacity, specifically with regards to trans-

boundary species or shared species. 

 

PART 3 

GUIDING PRINCIPLE  

 

The RPOA-Capacity is developed based on the principles stipulated in international and regional 

instruments, such as the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF), International Plan of 

Action for Managing Fishing Capacity (IPOA-Capacity), the relevant rules of international laws that are 

reflected in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (UNCLOS), and 

the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the 

ASEAN Region (2001, 2011).  

 

The RPOA-Capacity is developed through consultation processes with experts and officials from 

the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries in February, August and December of 2015. 
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PART 4  

PLAN OF ACTION FOR MANAGING FISHING CAPACITY  

 

Section I: Assessment of Fishing Capacity 

 

Diagnosis and identification of fisheries and fishing capacity  

1) States should assess and regularly update the availability of active fishing capacity at local, 

national, trans-boundary, sub-regional and regional levels as basis for cooperation on the 

management of fishing capacity. 

2) States should improve collection system for catch and effort data to include all types of fisheries 

such as large-scale or commercial fisheries and small-scale or artisanal fisheries. 

3) States should regularly conduct national assessments of fishery resources to estimate appropriate 

reference points and compare with the actual fishing efforts at given times as well as with the 

aggregated fishing effort in defined sub-region. 

4) States should adopt national measurements and definitions of fishing capacity including vessels, 

gears, people engaged in fisheries. 

 

Section II: Preparation and Implementation of National Plan of Action for the Management of 

Fishing Capacity 

 
2.1 Development of national plans and policies 

1) States should establish system(s)/mechanism(s) to develop NPOA-Capacity and to monitor, 

evaluate, review its effectiveness and revise (if necessary).  

2) States should not make insufficient information on fisheries resources as the reason to delay the 

implementation of policies to control fishing capacity and reduce its level where appropriate, and 

in accordance with the precautionary principle using currently available information. 

3) States should develop measures to be undertaken to address overcapacity:  

a. Implement schemes to limit the number of fishing vessels and fishing licenses 

b. Put into place management systems that would prevent fishing capacity from expanding 

beyond the optimum level which the available resources can support in the long run or 

related target levels, even though the current status does not indicate any overcapacity 

c. Develop measures and encourage the use of supporting tools to prevent or eliminate 

excess fishing capacity to ensure that the levels of fishing effort are commensurate with 

the sustainable use of fishery resources to secure the effectiveness of conservation and 

management measures 

d. Consider the application of fishing zones as a robust approach to manage and restrict 

fishing capacity in certain fisheries, especially for coastal and relatively stationary 

fisheries, in areas reserved for traditional and smaller-scale fisheries supported by co-

management arrangements 

e. Consider the use of appropriate reference points e.g. Maximum Sustainable Yield 

(MSY), Catch Per Unit Effort (CPUE) as indicators of resource status for the 

management of fishing capacity at national and/or regional/sub-regional levels 

f. Encourage industry-based capacity adjustments and implement input and output control, 

and other management measures  

g. Consider the development of fishing vessel construction and importation control 

measures as a proactive approach for controlling fishing capacity 

h. Consider the introduction or development of fishing fees scheme such as economic rent 

of the fishery resources referred to as óresource rentô, as basis for fishing vessel 

registration and fishing licenses 

4) States should establish records of fishing vessels registration/licensing, fishing gear licensing 

system, and 

a. improve the national procedures for fishing vessel registration and fishing licensing 

systems (vessels, gears, fishers)  

b. share information on registered vessels and issued fishing licenses within sub-regions 

and/or the region as a whole (if needed) 

c. establish national database for fishing vessels registration and fishing licenses 
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5) States should conduct a systematic assessment of the consequences of overcapacity from 

production and economic perspective together with its impact on major stakeholders at local, 

national and sub-regional levels. 

6) States should strengthen, consistent with national fishery laws/regulations and other related 

domestic laws, domestic mechanisms to deter nationals and beneficial owners from engaging in 

illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing activities, and States should facilitate the 

implementation of such mechanisms and ensure that enforcement actions are carried out. 

7) States should consider, in the perspective of continued high pressure on available fisheries 

resources (due to overfishing, habitat and environmental degradation and/or climate 

variability/change), to, at national and sub-regional level, develop and implement fishery 

resources enhancement programs and/or recovery plans. The plans should have the multiple 

objectives of increasing the fish stocks, providing breeding grounds of some target species, 

protecting and restore important habitats, increasing fish shelter areas including artificial habitats 

to replace the deteriorated natural habitats. The following actions are among the key approaches 

to ensure that the status of fishery resources are maintained and/or enhanced:  

a. Coordinate with relevant agencies to regularly compile information on the status and 

availability of important fish stocks, including information on areas of importance for 

different stages of their life cycle; 

b. Enhance understanding of the importance of stock enhancement including habitat 

conservation in order to conserve the early life cycle stage of fishes such as spawning, 

nursery grounds, and protect the migratory paths (that might be trans-boundary);   

c. Develop fishery management tools, including fisheries refugia, closed areas, protected 

areas and aquatic reserves for both inland and marine areas for implementation at 

national level and in trans-boundary areas to effectively conserve and manage fish stocks, 

trans-boundary fish stock and to protect habitats, on a case-by-case basis in accordance 

with the best available scientific information and precautionary approach;  

8) States should strengthen their respective fisheries related institutions and provide adequate 

support to research on issues related to the management of fishing capacity. Coordinated 

international research is also recommended, especially with regard to the development of tools 

and policy instruments which could be more appropriate at country/sub-regional/regional levels. 

9) States should harmonize and coordinate the implementation of the NPOA-Capacity with other 

related NPOAs/Policies and Programs to achieve effective control of fishing capacity. 

10) States should consider the socio-economic requirements, including alternative sources of 

employment and livelihood to fishing communities which bear the burden of reductions in fishing 

capacity. 

11) States should develop and promote awareness-raising campaigns and programs to all relevant 

stakeholders in order to increase the effective implementation of NPOA-Capacity. 

12) States should work closely with stakeholders in developing and adopting policy framework that 

would improve the suitability of input-output technical control levels that will be used in the 

formulation and implementation of the NPOA-Capacity. 

 

2.2 Subsidies and economic incentives 

1) States should assess the effect that some economic incentives, including subsidies, may have on 

the development and implementation of efforts to control fishing capacity. 

2) States should undertake a national/sub-regional review of the various subsidies and other 

economic incentives being provided to their respective fishing industries, together with qualitative 

assessments of their likely impact on fishing capacity, expected investment decisions, and 

sustainability. It should be noted that not all subsidies and economic incentives are necessarily 

faulty such as incentives related, for example, to safety, fish quality, infrastructures, buy-back 

program. 

3) States should reduce and progressively eliminate fisheries subsidies and/or incentives that 

contribute to overfishing, overcapacity and over-investment. 

 

2.3 Regional Considerations and Cooperation  
1) States should provide mutually agreed data on vessels, gears and people engaged in fisheries as 

well as other fisheries-related information with regards to catches, landing and available stocks to 

provide a complete, accurate and timely way to support efforts to manage fishing capacity at sub-

regional areas. 
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2) States and sub-regions should, inter alia, adopt appropriate measures, based on the best scientific 

evidence available, which are designed to maintain or restore stocks at sustainable levels, as 

qualified by relevant environmental and economic factors, including the special requirements of 

some developing countries in the region. 

3) States should consider the establishment of sub-regional/regional fisheries management 

arrangements/bodies for the purpose of managing the resources as well as fishing capacity on a 

cooperative basis. Such cooperation is essential for the sub-regional/regional managements of 

trans-boundary fish stocks. 

4) States should support co-operation and exchange of information with regional and sub-regional 

fisheries organizations. 

 

Section III: International Considerations and Fishing in High Seas or RFMO Competent Areas  
1) States should collaborate with RFMOs by sharing information, participating in and developing 

harmonized systems of data collection, and supporting the actions of the respective RFMOs to 

limit fishing capacity in the international waters. 

2) States are encouraged to comply with international agreements which are related to the 

management of fishing capacity, and in particular, the 1993 FAO Agreement to Promote 

Compliance with International Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on 

the High Seas known as the Compliance Agreement and the Agreement of the Implementation of 

the Provisions of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 

relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory 

Fish Stocks known as the 1995 UN Fish Stocks Agreement. 

3) States should ensure that no transfer of capacity to the jurisdiction of another State should be 

carried out without the expressed consent and formal authorization of that State. 

4) States should, in compliance with their duties as Flag States, avoid approving the transfer of 

vessels flying their flag to high sea areas where such transfers are inconsistent with responsible 

fishing under the Code of Conduct. 

 

 

Section IV: Required Urgent Measures for Regional Fisheries Management  
1) States should develop policy frameworks for the sub-regional/regional management of fishing 

capacity. To be effective it is required that policies are developed simultaneously by relevant 

authorities (in accordance with national laws and regulations) in each of the countries and with 

national and sub-regional coordination of implementation and enforcement to ensure that fishing 

capacity is limited to agreed target levels. 

2) States, in collaboration with other States, should assess the extent of overcapacity in defined 

fishing areas (trans-boundary, sub-regional and/or regional). Choose either an input or output 

basis as a reference point together with a range of indicators for the purpose of measuring active 

over-capacity. 

3) States should develop sub-regional/regional conservation and management measures for fish 

stocks that are currently unmanaged regionally, in accordance with the best available scientific 

information on the status of such stocks. 

4) States should conduct fishers/stakeholders fora at sub-regional/regional levels to build awareness 

on the need for conservation and management of fisheries resources and that in the management 

context, the effective management of fishing capacity is a requirement for effective conservation 

and management. 

5) States should enhance the political will and awareness towards sub-regional/regional fisheries 

management and conservation. 

6) States should strengthen sub-regional/regional Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) 

networks. 

 
Section V: Mechanisms to Promote Implementation  

1) States should develop information programs to increase awareness on the need for the 

management of fishing capacity, and the cost and benefits resulting from adjustments in fishing 

capacity. 

2) States should support the sharing/exchange of scientific and technical information on issues 

related to the management of fishing capacity and promote its regional availability using existing 

national and sub-regional fora. 
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3) States should support capacity building as well as institutional strengthening and consider 

providing financial, technical and other assistance to some developing countries in the region to 

address issues related to the management of fishing capacity. 

4) States should report to the ASEAN and SEAFDEC on the progress of assessment, development 

and implementation of their respective plans for the management of fishing capacity as part of 

their efforts in implementing the 2011 ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action on 

Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region towards 2020. 

5) SEAFDEC will, as directed by the Council Directors, support the development and 

implementation of National Plans of Action (NPOAs)
6
 for the management of fishing capacity 

through specific, in-country technical assistance projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
6
 Based on the Recommended Template agreed upon during the Second Regional Technical 

Consultation on Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity in December 2015 in 

Thailand 
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ABBREVIATIONS  

 
AFCF  ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum 

AMSs  ASEAN Member States 

ASEAN  Association of Southeast Asian Nations 

CCRF  Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries  

CPUE  Catch Per Unit Effort 

EEZ  Exclusive Economic Zone 

FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

IPOA  International Plan of Action 

IUCN  International Union for Conservation of Nature 

IUU fishing Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing 

NPOA  National Plan of Action 

MCS  Monitoring, Control and Surveillance 

MSY  Maximum Sustainable Yield 

RFMO  Regional Fisheries Management Organization 

RFVR  Regional Fishing Vessel Record 

RTC  Regional Technical Consultation 

SEAFDEC Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

UNCLOS United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

WTO  World Trade Organization 
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DEFINITION OF TERMINOLOGIES  

 

1. Beneficial owner: This is a legal term where specific property rights (ñuse and titleò) in equity 

belong to a person even though legal title of the property belongs to another person (Black's Law 

Dictionary (2
nd

 Pocket ed. 2001 pg. 508)). This often relates where the legal title owner has 

implied trustee duties to the beneficial owner. 

2. Buy-back program: This is a program usually government sponsored, for buying vessels or 

licenses from fishers and removing the vessels from the fishery  

(https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=248;  
http://www.fao.org/3/a-a1338e/a1338e14.pdf)  

3. Catch Per Unit Effort (CPUE): also called catch rate - is frequently the single most useful index 

for long-term monitoring of a fishery. Declines in CPUE may mean that the fish population 

cannot support the level of harvesting. Increases in CPUE may mean that a fish stock is 

recovering and more fishing effort can be applied. CPUE can therefore be used as an index of 

stock abundance, where some relationship is assumed between that index and the stock size. 

Catch rates by boat and gear categories, often combined with data on fish size at capture, permit a 

large number of analyses relating to gear selectivity, indices of exploitation and monitoring of 

economic efficiency. (http://www.fao.org/docrep/004/Y2790E/y2790e02.htm#TopOfPage) 

4. Commercial Fisheries: Fisheries undertaken for profit and with the objective to sell the harvest 

on the market, through auction halls, direct contracts, or other forms of trade. (FAO definition) 

5. Community-based Management: The core feature of locally developed, decentralized resource 

management is that user communities are ceded the rights and have the responsibilities for 

managing their own resources, typically using a mix of traditional or more formalized 

mechanisms of contract and enforcement to define access, exploitation methods and intensity. 

This is increasingly being applied in fisheries, though in many cases, the management structure is 

widened to include public sector agencies and other partners, in co-management. 

(http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/16626/en). 

6. Co-management: This is typically defined as a partnership arrangement between government 

and the local community of resource users, sometimes also connected with agents such as NGOs 

and research institutions, and other resource stakeholders, to share the responsibility and authority 

for management of a resource. There are no standardized approaches, but rather a range of 

arrangements, levels of sharing of responsibility and power, and ways of integration of local 

management mechanisms and more formalized government systems. In addition, the term is 

referred to the approach that is gaining particular importance in small-scale fisheries, for which 

local management capacity and responsibility, combined with the support of formal legal 

frameworks and information/decision making systems may offer particular advantages. However, 

their potential depends on the existing policy and legal environment, local and national support 

for community-based initiatives, and the capacities of various partners. 
(http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/16625/en). 

7. Economic rent: Economic rent can be defined as the surplus value created during the production 

of a good or service, due to the ownership of a factor of production that is in fixed or limited 

supply (http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/x6827e/X6827E02.htm) 

8. Excess Capacity: The existence of underutilized capacity is an indication that excess capacity 

exists in a fishery, and that fewer boats, if fully utilized, could potentially have caught the same 

total catch. Excess capacity is a short run phenomenon and depends on the state of the resource 

and the environment (natural, social and economic) in which the fishers operate. A fishery with a 

fluctuating stock may exhibit excess capacity in some years and full capacity in others. Similarly, 

if market conditions are unfavorable, a fleet may exhibit excess capacity that disappears once 

prices return to their normal level (FAO Technical Guidelines For Responsible Fisheries). 

9. Exclusive Rights: This is the right or privilege that can only be used by the person who it is 

granted to (http://thelawdictionary.org/exclusive-right/) 
10. Fisheries refugia: Spatially and geographically defined marine or coastal areas in which specific 

management measures are applied to sustain important species (fisheries resources) during critical 

stages of their life cycle, for their sustainable use. 
(http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/i3147e/i3147e.pdf). 

11. Fishing Capacity:  Fishing capacity is, for a given resource condition, the amount of fish (or 

fishing effort) that can be produced over a period of time (e.g. a year) by a vessel or a fleet if fully 
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utilized, that is if effort and catch were not constrained by restrictive management measures (FAO 

Technical Guidelines For Responsible Fisheries). 

12. Fishing Effort: The amount of fishing gear of a specific type used on the fishing grounds over a 

given unit of time for example hours trawled per day, number of hooks set per day or number of 

hauls of a beach seine per day. When two or more kinds of gear are used, the respective efforts 

must be adjusted to some standard type before being added (FAO, 1997).   

13. Incentives: An incentive is anything that motivates or stimulates people to act (Giger 1996; cited 

in FAO 1999). Sargent (1994; cited in Tomforde 1995) defines incentives as signals that motivate 

action. Other definitions refer to the ñincitement and inducement of actionò (Enters 2001). Within 

the context of development projects, incentives have also been described as ñbribesò and 

ñsweetenersò (Smith 1998). To be of interest and to have an impact, incentives need to affect the 

cost-benefit structure of economic activities such as plantation management. Hence, in the context 

of the regional study, incentives can be defined as policy instruments that increase the 

comparative advantage of forest plantations and thus stimulate investments in plantation 

establishment and management (http://www.fao.org/3/a-ad524e/ad524e05.htm) 
14. Information Program: A program to disseminate information pertaining to a particular subject 

or issue related to fisheries management with the objective of improving the understanding of 

target audience on that subject.  

15. Input/output controls:  

Å Input controls are restrictions put on the intensity of use of gear that fishers use to catch fish. 

Most commonly these refer to restrictions on the number and size of fishing vessels (fishing 

capacity controls), the amount of time fishing vessels are allowed to fish (vessel usage 

controls) or the product of capacity and usage (fishing effort controls). Often fishing effort is 

a useful measure of the ability of a fleet to catch a given proportion of the fish stock each 

year. When fishing effort increases, all else being equal, we would expect the proportion of 

fish caught to increase (http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y3427e/y3427e06.htm) 

Å Output controls are direct limits on the amount of fish coming out of a fishery (fish is used 

here to include shellfish and other harvested living aquatic animals). Obvious forms of output 

control are limits placed upon the tonnage of fish or the number of fish that may be caught 

from a fishery in a period of time (e.g. total allowable catches; in reality, usually total 

allowable landings) (http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y3427e/y3427e06.htm) 

16. Protected Areas: This is a clearly defined geographical space, recognised, dedicated and 

managed, through legal or other effective means, to achieve the long term conservation of nature 

with associated ecosystem services and cultural values (IUCN Definition 2008)  

(https://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/gpap_home/pas_gpap/) 
17. Protected Species: a species of animal or plant which it is forbidden by law to harm or destroy 

(http://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/protected-species) 

18. Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS):  
Å Monitoring: the collection, measurement and analysis of fishing activity including, but not 

limited to: catch, species composition, fishing effort, bycatch, discards, area of operations, 

etc. This information is primary data that fisheries managers use to arrive at management 

decisions. If this information is unavailable, inaccurate or incomplete, managers will be 

handicapped in developing and implementing management measures. 

Å Control: involves the specification of the terms and conditions under which resources can be 

harvested. These specifications are normally contained in national fisheries legislation and 

other arrangements that might be nationally, sub-regionally, or regionally agreed. The 

legislation provides the basis for which fisheries management arrangements, via MCS, are 

implemented. 

Å Surveillance: involves the regulation and supervision of fishing activity to ensure that 

national legislation and terms, conditions of access, and management measures are observed. 

This activity is critical to ensure that resources are not over exploited, poaching is minimized 

and management arrangements are implemented. (http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/3021/en) 

19. Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY): The highest theoretical equilibrium yield that can be 

continuously taken (on average) from a stock under existing (average) environmental conditions 

without affecting significantly the reproduction process. Also referred to sometimes as Potential 

yield. (http://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/?defaultCollId=21)  
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20. Open access: is the condition where access to the fishery (for the purpose of harvesting fish) is 

unrestricted; i.e. the right to catch fish is free and open to all. 

(https://stats.oecd.org/glossary/detail.asp?ID=3084) 

21. Overfishing: Overfishing is a generic term used to refer to the state of a stock subject to a level of 

fishing effort or fishing mortality such that a reduction of effort would, in the medium term, lead 

to an increase in the total catch. Often referred to as overexploitation and equated to biological 

overfishing, it results from a combination of growth overfishing and recruitment overfishing and 

occurs often together with ecosystem overfishing and economic overfishing.  

(http://www.fao.org/faotermen/?defaultCollID=21)  
22. Overcapacity: is a longer-term problem and reflects a divergence between the resources used to 

harvest the resource (and the resultant current level of output) and the resources needed (and 

corresponding output) to harvest the resource at an ñoptimalò level. Optimal, in this sense, will 

largely be driven by the objectives of fisheries management, be they economic, social or 

conservation based (or some combination of all three). If the fishery is severely overexploited, 

this optimal yield may be higher than the current catch level, but associated with a large biomass. 

The existence of underutilized capacity may be indicative of overcapacity, but it does not 

necessarily convey information about the extent of overcapacity. Conversely, with an 

overexploited stock, little excess capacity may be exist even though considerable overcapacity 

exists (FAO Technical Guidelines For Responsible Fisheries). 

23. Precautionary Principle: A set of agreed cost-effective measures and actions, including future 

courses of action, which ensures prudent foresight, reduces or avoids risk to the resources, the 

environment, and the people, to the extent possible, taking explicitly into account existing 

uncertainties and the potential consequences of being wrong.  

(http://www.fao.org/docrep/003/w123e/w123E01.htm).  

24. Reference Point: An estimated value derived from an agreed scientific procedure and/or model, 

which corresponds to a specific state of the resource and of the fishery, and that can be used as a 

guide for fisheries management. Reference points may be general (applicable to many stocks) or 

stock-specific. (http://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/?defaultCollId=21). 
25. Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMO): an intergovernmental organization, 

established by international agreement, with the competence to adopt conservation and 

management measures.  

(http://www.fao.org/in-action/vulnerable-marine-ecosystems/key-concepts/en/). 

26. Resource Rent: This is a key concept in fisheries exploitation and management which is the total 

revenue that can be generated from the extraction of natural resources less the cost of extracting 

such resources (WTO definition)  

27. Sub-regions: This refers to any region or areas whereas more than one country are concerned or 

the areas that are related to the trans-boundary issues and/or fish stock that needed to be managed 

together through the collaboration and cooperation. In Southeast Asian region, the sub-regions are 

referred to the specific sea areas such as Gulf of Thailand, Andaman Sea, Sulu-Sulawesi Seas, etc.  

28. Stock Enhancement:  
Å The release of cultured juveniles into wild population(s) to augment the natural supply of 

juveniles and optimize harvests by overcoming recruitment limitation  

(http://www.stockenhancement.org/about/history.html)  
Å Stock enhancement of wild fisheries - The enhancement of stocks of an existing wild, open-

access fishery with species that may or may not be self-recruiting. This category includes the 

stocking of relatively large inland water-bodies where there are no property rights to the 

stock. Generally the recapture rate of stocked fish is low and repeated enhancement is not 

always necessary to maintain the fishery. 

Å Culture-based fisheries - The stocking of small water-bodies is a form of enhancement that is 

typically undertaken on a regular basis and the stocking activity is the only means of 

sustaining the fishery. Typically, a person or a group of persons and/or an organization will 

have property rights to the stock. The source of stock for the enhancement may be derived 

from capture, but more typically is obtained from a hatchery operation. These features 

collectively amount to a form of aquaculture that according to the FAO definition (FAO 

1997), is referred to as culture-based fishery. 

       (http://www.fao.org/docrep/008/ae932e/ae932e05.htm)  

http://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/?defaultCollId=21
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29. Fisheries Subsidies: Fisheries subsidies are government actions or inactions that are specific to 

the fisheries industry and that modifies - by increasing or decreasing - the potential profits by the 

industry in the short-, medium- or long-term. 

  (http://www.fao.org/docrep/005/y4446e/y4446e0k.htm)  
30. Total Allowable Catch (TAC): The TAC is the total catch allowed to be taken from a resource 

in a specified period (usually a year), as defined in the management plan. The TAC may be 

allocated to the stakeholders in the form of quotas as specific quantities or proportions.  

(http://www.fao.org/faoterm/en/?defaultCollId=21) 

31. Traditional fisheries: This involves fishing households (as opposed to commercial companies), 

using relatively small amount of capital and energy, relatively small fishing vessels (if any), 

making short fishing trips, close to shore, mainly for local consumption. In practice, definition 

varies between countries, e.g. from gleaning or a one-man canoe in poor developing countries, to 

more than 20-m. trawlers, seiners, or long-liners in developed ones. Artisanal fisheries can be 

subsistence or commercial fisheries, providing for local consumption or export. They are 

sometimes referred to as small-scale fisheries". (http://www.fao.org/fishery/topic/14753/en) 
32. Trans-boundary Stock: a group of commercially exploitable organisms/fish,  distributed over, or 

migrating across, the maritime boundary between two or more national jurisdictions, or the 

maritime boundary of a national jurisdiction and the adjacent high seas, whose exploitation can 

only be managed effectively by cooperation between the States concerned.   

(http://www.fao.org/docrep/006/y4652e/y4652e03.htm) 
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RECOMMENDED TEMPLATE  

FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF  

NATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR MANAGING FISHING CAPACITY  

(NPOA-CAPACITY ) 
 

I . INTRODUCTION   
Å General problems and challenges on managing fishing capacity 

Å Importance of NPOA-Capacity 

 

II . NATIONAL PROFILE ON FISHERIES  

2.1. Fishing Capacity Assessment 

Å By types of fishing vessels 

Å By types of fishing gear 

Å By number of people engaged in capture fisheries 

Å By management area 

Å Fishing efforts 

 

2.2. Resources Assessment 

Å Status and Trends of Fisheries 

Å Total production: including by Species, gears 

Å Fisheries management indicators e.g. MSYs or other indicators 

Å Biomass estimation from past surveys  

Å Others 

 

2.3. Identification Main Issues and Challenges  
Å Overfishing 

Å Habitat degradation 

Å Encroachment into coastal waters 

Å Illegal fishing vessel including use of destructive fishing practices 

Å Inadequate enforcement capacity and capability 

Å Lack of public awareness and participation 

Å Conflicts in policies objectives 

 

2.4. Basic legal aspects, including institutional frameworks and responsibilities 

 

III . GOAL, OVERALL OBJE CTIVES AND SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES  

 

IV . PLAN OF ACTION FOR MANAGING FISHING CAPACITY  
 

4.1. Improve Management Policy 

Å Update and endorse policy level decision  

  

4.2. Conduct Research and Assessment 
Å Promote research and effective utilization of regular data collection 

Å Research on impact assessment on the change of fish population 

Å Periodic, stratified biomass estimation (by scientific surveys) 

- By resources type: demersal, pelagic, prawn, etc. 

- By area/zone/depth of water (depending on the management regime) 

Å Conduct assessment to identify overcapacity by fleet segment and gear used in order to 

better adjust the strategies 

 

4.3. Improve Fishing Capacity Management/Measures  

Å Define total allowable fishing capacity based on resource assessment, and further 

develop quota system for provinces 

Å Limit fishing capacity in coastal and inshore areas 

Å Prohibit fully or partially specific fishing gears in particular fishing grounds 

Å Encourage the utilization of traditional and local knowledge to support the management 

of fisheries and fishing capacity 
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4.4. Improve Legal and Institutional Frameworks, with responsibilities and 

coordination defined 

 

4.5. Improve Enforcement and MCS 

Å Establish database and analysis tools 

Å Continue development of VMS for fishing vessels 

Å Strengthen and build capacity for relevant fisheries officers: inspection and surveillance  

Å Establish coordination mechanism among monitoring and surveillance forces at the seas 

involving relevant institutions as defined in national laws 

Å Establish functioning national MCS-network(s) 

 

4.6. Promote Participation of Relevant Stakeholders 

Å Define specific roles of stakeholders in NPOA-Capacity implementation 

Å Formulate and strengthen central and local institutional framework for co-management 

Å Support effective participation of fisheries associations and private sector 

Å Cooperate with community organizations and individuals in the development and 

implementation of NPOA-capacity at provincial and district levels 

 

4.7. Responsibilities/Implementation 
Å Fisheries Administration 

Å Other Departments as applicable to each country (responsible for vessel registration, 

inspection and enforcement)  

Å Legal and Organization Departments (need to be better defined) 

Å Accounting and Planning Departments (need to be better defined) 

Å Research Institute for Marine Fisheries 

Å Local Governance, (province and district administration as applicable) 

Å Social and professional associations and/or fishing community, including private sector 

and community fisheries organizations)  

 

V. STRATEGIES   

 

Strategy 1:  Improve Management Policy 

 

No. 
Issues and 

Challenges 
Key Actions Time Frame 

    

    

    

 

Strategy 2: Conduct Research and Assessment 

 

No. 
Issues and 

Challenges 
Key Actions Time Frame 

    

    

    

  

Strategy 3: Improve Fishing Capacity Management/Measures 

 

No. 
Issues and 

Challenges 
Key Actions Time Frame 
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Strategy 4:  Improve Legal and Institutional Frameworks, with Responsibilities and Coordination 

Defined 

 

No. 
Issues and 

Challenges 
Key Actions Time Frame 

    

    

    

 

Strategy 5: Improve Enforcement and MCS 

          

No. 
Issues and 

Challenges 
Key Actions Time Frame 

    

    

    

 

Strategy 6: Promote Participation of Relevant Stakeholders 

 

No. 
Issues and 

Challenges 
Key Actions Time Frame 

    

    

    

 

VI . MONITORING AND EVALUTAION  

 

VII . GLOSSARY 

 

VIII . REFERENCE 
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Appendix 1.    Identified key issues and feasible measures as a basis reference for development of the 

RPOA- capacity.  

 
Issues Feasible Measures Technical Assistances 

Policy and Legal Framework in Managing Fishing Capacity 

1) Ineffective policies, legal 

framework in managing fishing 

capacity  

Å Decisions inconsistent with 

current policies  

Å Lack of political will and 

awareness towards 

conservation and fisheries 

management 

Å Subsidies vs incentives 

Å Strengthen good governance  

Å Voice out in ASEAN 

platform  

Å Identify gaps and issues in 

legal framework 

Å Consistency in policy and 

implementation (both 

national and regional levels) 

 

Å Consultations to improve 

understanding by politicians/policy 

makers using recommendations 

based on scientific evidence  

Å Capacity building  

Information for Fishing Ca pacity Management (vessels, gears, and fishers) 

2) Insufficient information for 

fishing capacity management 

Å Data on concerned fishing 

capacity (e.g. no. of fishing 

boat, gears, fishers) 

Å Incomplete information of 

gear specification and 

documentation (e.g. length 

of fishing gear) 

  

Å Identify gaps  

Å Develop common database 

Å Economic and financial 

studies on the impacts of 

capacity management 

 

Å Review works 

Å Organize trainings/workshops/ 

consultations 

Å Develop appropriate gear 

specification and design for 

sustainability of resources 

Å Provide guidance technology 

systems including VMS, 

Automated Identification System 

(AIS) databases, GRMS (mobile 

telephone system), etc. 

Å Information sharing on active 

fishing capacity 

Information for Fishing Capacity Management (fishery resources) 

3) Inadequate data and 

information on fisheries 

resources  

Å Lack of policies/systems to 

deal with fisheries 

management in data poor 

situation 

Å Lack of expertise to assess 

fishing capacity  

Å Identify gaps  

Å Develop common SOP 

(feasible and effective 

method) for data collection 

Å Capacity building program  

  

Å Reviews 

Å Organize trainings/ 

workshops/consultations 

Å Stock assessment, improve data 

collection and methodologies for 

both marine and inland fisheries  

4) Lack of research and 

assessment of migratory shared 

stocks 

  

Å Capacity building 

Å Conduct research and 

assessment of migratory 

shared stocks 

Å Information dissemination 

Å Organize the regional fora 

Å Conduct trainings/ 

Å workshops/consultations 

 

Capacity and Capability to Manage Fishing Capacity 

5) Inadequate capacity and 

capability for monitoring, 

control and surveillance  

Å Encroachment of local 

fishing vessel into 

prohibited area 

Å Encroachment of foreign 

fishing vessels 

 

Å Strengthening MCS 

Å Inter-agencies and inter-

countries coordination 

Å Utilization of ñFishermen 

eyesò (co-management) 

Å Improve law enforcement 

Å Information sharing on MCS 

Å Capacity building program 

Å Promote co-management, 

decentralization, EAFM  

Å Input control (vessels, 

licenses, gears, days at sea) 

Å Output control (TAC, quota, 

Å Organize trainings/ 

workshops/consultations 

Å Flag and Port State Measures 

trainings and inspections 

Å Safety inspections 

Å Legal and regulatory technical 

assistance 

Å Development of NPOA-capacity 

and determination of target fishing 

capacity  
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Issues Feasible Measures Technical Assistances 

MPA, zoning, spatial and 

temporal measures, minimize 

discards) 

Å Increase license fees (for 

commercial scale fisheries 

Å Cooperation with relevant 

authorities to ensure safety of 

fishing vessels (inspection 

and certification as part of 

fishing license requirements) 

Å Promote alternative 

livelihood (other than 

fishing) 

Å Reduce low cost labors on 

fishing fleets 

Public Awareness 

6) Insufficient public awareness 

and participation 

Å Fishers 

Å General public (exclude 

fishers e.g. consumers) 

Å Fishers/stakeholders forum 

(at local, national and 

regional levels) 

Å Media and awareness 

campaign 

Å Information, education and 

communication program 

(IEC) 

 

Å Organize the regional fora 

Å Conduct trainings/ 

Å workshops/consultations 

 

7) Market -driven pressure 

Å Demand for fish promoting 

unsustainable fishing 

practices (e.g. high price 

fish, endanger fish, trash 

fish) 
  

Å Promote EAFM 

Å Public awareness to consume 

fish from sustainable 

fisheries 

Å Requirements for aqua feeds 

and raw materials for export 

causes pressure to the fishing 

capacity 

Å Support training courses 
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Annex 13 

 

CITES ISSUES:  

RESULTS OF THE COP-17 AND DISCUSSION OF FUTURE DIRECTION 
 

 

I . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

The triennial conference on the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 

and Flora (CITES) was held at the Sandton Convention Centre in Johannesburg, South Africa from 24 

September to 5 October 2016, known as #CoP17 or the World Wildlife Conference. The Convention was 

attended by over 2,500 representatives, including more than 180 governments, intergovernmental 

organizations, indigenous peoples, non-governmental organizations, philanthropists and businesses, which 

came amidst heightened international concern about the sustainability of wildlife resources, upon which 

livelihoods, national economies and regional security depend. Over 250 media have also registered for 

#CoP17. 

 

Sixty two proposals proposed by 64 countries have been debated over two weeks in a global effort to 

enhance conservation and regulate the trade in wild animals and plants. Particularly, for the 

Commercially-exploited Aquatic Species, there were seven proposals made by CITES Parties on the 

inclusion into the CITES Appendix II i.e. Alopias spp. (thresher sharks), Mobula spp. (mobula or devil 

rays), Carcharhinus falciformis (silky shark), Holacanthus clarionensis (Clarion angelfish), Potamotrygon 
motoro (ocellate river stingray), Pterapogon kauderni (Banggai cardinalfish), and all species of Nautilus. 

In addition, there was one proposed downlisting of Crocodylus porosus (saltwater crocodile) from 

Appendix I to Appendix II, proposed by ASEAN Member State, Malaysia. The CoP17 also considered 

and decided upon many proposals and documents related to commercially-exploited aquatic species, in the 

agenda of Species specific matters such as sturgeons and paddlefish (Acipenseriformes spp.), conservation 

of and trade in Anguilla spp., review of precious corals in international trade [Order Antipatharia/Family 

Coralliidae], humphead wrasse (Cheilinus undulatus), sharks and rays (Elasmobranchii spp.), and 

freshwater stingrays (Potamotrygonidae spp.). The intervention, support from ASEAN-SEAFDEC 

member countries, and results of voting for commercially-exploited aquatic species at CITES COP-17 is 

appeared as Appendix 1.  

 

One of the important issues is the proposed proposal on ñConservation of and trade in Anguilla spp.ò by 

the European Union as appears in the CoP17 Doc. 51, (Appendix 2). In this regards, the United States of 

America, supported by Canada and Japan, proposed amendments to the draft decisions as follows: 

 

Å ñDirected to range States and Partiesò involved in trade in Anguilla species 17.x2 Range States and 

Parties, in collaboration with the Secretariat and FAO, are encouraged to: 

a) promote international or regional cooperation on a species-by-species basis, including the 

convening of regional meetings to discuss how to fill the information gaps and ensure long-term 

sustainability in the face of increasing demand from international trade; 

b) provide the Secretariat and their consultants with specific information needed for the purposes of 

completing Decision 17.x1 a) and b) as well as the results of the regional meetings; and 

c) participate, where appropriate, in the technical workshops and share expertise and knowledge on 

the priority topics identified (examples provided under in Decision 17.x1 d). 

Å ñDirected to the Animals Committeeò 17.x3 The Animals Committee shall: 

a) consider, at its 29
th
 and 30

th
 meetings, the reports produced under Decision 17.x1, as well as the 

information submitted by European Eel range States and other eel range States pursuant to 

Decision 17.x2, and any ñother relevant information on conservation of and trade in Anguilla 

species;ò 

 

In addition, China supported the overall approach but did not believe that other Anguilla spp. should be 

included in the Appendices. The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), speaking also on 

behalf for TRAFFIC and the Zoological Society of London, recommended that the use and trade of all 

Anguilla species be managed as a whole. The Convention on Migratory Species drew attention to a 

workshop for Anguilla anguilla range States that it would be convened in the following month. Finally, 

the Chair thanked the European Union for its willingness to support funding of the draft decisions.  
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Considering the impacts from CITES on trade, recently many commercially-exploited aquatic species not 

only sharks and rays but also other commercial species such as tunas, aquarium fishes, freshwater eels, 

and etc. have been raised for listing into the CITES appendix. In Southeast Asia, dealing with CITES 

issues needs to be improved for long term fisheries management such as:  

 

1) Lack of awareness on CITES proposed proposal, by the reason that most of the responsible 

persons on CITES are from the forestry and environment agencies, but not fisheries. Even 

though, the ASEAN Expert Group on CITES (AEG-CITES) and CITES COP members are 

mostly from both two agencies. It is therefore the fisheries sectors/authority should involve on 

decision making and management of all fish and commercially-exploited aquatic species as well 

as joining the CITES-COP; 

2) The AEG-CITES to meet once a year before circulation of the CITES proposed proposal, this 

means the AEG-CITES is not focused on how to work together in response to the proposed 

listing of species into the appendix, rather than to discuss the country proposal to CITES. In this 

connection, under the ASEAN mechanism there is no technical fisheries working group on 

CITES to support the AEG-CITES and ASWGFiôs decisions; and  

3) ASEAN Common Position (ACP) on CITES adopted by SOM-AMAF level, even though as a 

voluntary basis, in case of single AMS announces officially against the ACP, so what shall we 

do to improve and ensure the holiness of ACP.    

 

II . REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE C OUNCIL   
 

The Council Members are requested to take note the results of the CITES CoP17.  The Council Members 

are also invited to provide policy directive to SEAFDEC and its Member Country to improve and 

strengthen the cooperation among the ASEAN Member States on Common Position on CITES. In 

addition, the Council Members are also requested to consider setting up the Technical Fisheries Working 

Group to work closely with the AEG-CITES and involvement in the decision and management at the 

CITES forum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, 3 -7 April 2017 

105 

T
h
e
 F

o
rty

-n
in

th
 M

e
e
tin

g
 o

f th
e
 S

E
A

F
D

E
C

 C
o
u
n
c
il, 3

-7
 A

p
ril 2

0
1
7
 

 

 

Appendix 1 of Annex 13 

 

INTERVENTION, SUPPORT FROM MEMBER COUNTRIES, AND RESULTS OF VOTING 

FOR COMMERCIALLY-EXPLOITED AQUATIC SPECIES AT CITES COP-17 

*CITES votes where consensus is not  possible, with a two thirds maj ority required (Score: Support / Abstain/  Oppose) 

** EU withdraws the proposal with proposed that  Indonesia need to report  Banggai Cardinal Fish to Animal Commit tee 31 

and will be bring to CoP18.  

This is a last  volume of SEAFDEC e-News from CITES-CoP17, on behalf of  SEAFDEC, Please accept  

our sincere grat itude to all Member Count ries that  support  the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Common 

Posit ions during the CITES CoP17. This shows how we have moved together as commit ted 

through the SOM-AMAFF. These events have also brought  us all closer together, and we are 

thankf ul to  work with al l Member Countr ies. é > Hope to see you again at  the next  CoP18 <

SEAFDEC e-News from CITES CoP17 Vol.4

SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT CENTER       page 1/ 2

Sources:  CITES-COP17 

By.. Policy and Program Coordinator

!

Proposal No. Proposal 
Common 
Position 

Intervention Results of Voting 
Support/Abstain/ Oppose Remarks 

Prop. 42: 

Carcharhinus 
falciformis, 

(Silky shark) 

Include Silky shark 

Carcharhinus falciformis in 

Appendix II Oppose the 
Proposal 

Japan, 

Indonesia, 

SEAFDEC 

(Oppose) 

131: 5: 30 
 

Accepted 

 

Prop. 43: 

Alopias spp. 

(Thresher 
sharks) 

Include the genus Alopias 

spp. in Appendix II 
Oppose the 
Proposal 

Philippines 

(support) 

Japan(Oppose) 

108: 5: 29 

 

Accepted 

 

Prop. 44: 
Mobula spp. 

(Devil rays) 

Include the genus Mobula 

spp. in Appendix II 
Oppose the 
Proposal 

(except  for 
Philippines)  

Myanmar 

(Oppose) 

138: 3: 20 
 

Accepted 

 

Prop. 45: 

Potamotrygon 
motoro 

(Ocellate river 
stingray) 

Include Ocellate River 

Stingray Potamotrygon 

motoro in Appendix II Oppose the 
Proposal 

Lao PDR 

(Oppose) 
Withdraw 

 

Prop. 46: 

Pterapogon 
kauderni 

(Banggai 
cardinal fish) 

Include Pterapogon 

kauderni in Appendix II 
Oppose the 
Proposal 

Indonesia 

(Oppose) 
Withdraw** 

 

Prop. 47: 

Holacanthus 
clarionensis 

(Clarion 
angelfish) 

Include Holacanthus 

clarionensis in Appendix II 

Oppose the 
Proposal 

Vietnam, 

Japan 

(Oppose) 

97: 15: 21 

 
Accepted 

Vietnam 

blocked the 

proposal 

and asked 

for voting 

Prop. 48: 

Nautilidae spp. 
(Nautilus) 

Include the Family 

Nautilidae (Blainville, 

1825) in Appendix II 

Oppose the 

Proposal 
(except for 
Philippines, 

decision held in 

abeyance) 

Cambodia, 

Japan 

(Oppose) 

102: 10: 9 

 
Accepted 

Cambodia 

blocked the 

proposal 

and asked 

for voting 

Prop. 24: 

Saltwater 
crocodile 

(Crocodylus 
porosus) 

Transfer the Saltwater 

crocodile (Crocodylus 

porosus) in Malaysia from 

Appendix I to Appendix II,  

Support the 
Proposal 

(except for ID & 
VN,  decision held 

in abeyance) 

Malaysia, 

Cambodia, 

Philippines 

Indonesia 

(Support) 

 

No Voting 

Agreed with the 

consensus 
 

Accepted 
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Appendix 2 of Annex 13 
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Annex 14 

 

ASEAN GUIDELINES ON IMPLEMENTATION OF LABOR STANDARDS FOR THE 

FISHERIES SECTOR 

 

I . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

The demand for workers in the fisheries sector has been increased within and outside the ASEAN Member 

States. Considering the importance of securing decent working conditions in enhancing the 

competitiveness of the ASEAN fish and fishery products, SEAFDEC Council during its 47
th
 Meeting in 

2015 requested that the issue on labor should be discussed among the Member Countries at the regional 

level. In response to the emerging international and regional requirements, and the recommendations of its 

Council, SEAFDEC with support from the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project convened the ñFirst Regional 

Technical Consultation on Labor Aspects within the Fishing Industry in the ASEAN Regionò on 25-27 

February 2016 in Bangkok, Thailand, to provide a regional forum for the Southeast Asian countries to 

discuss the issues on labor in the fisheries sector and to develop strategies in addressing such issues. Key 

international agreements, including the requirements contained in those agreements in relation to labor 

engaged in fisheries, were highlighted and discussed with participants at the Consultation. The RTC also 

identified key issues on the labor aspects that are surfacing with regards to the plight and challenges facing 

fish-workers throughout the region (e.g. Low wages; absence of or inadequate social security; workers are 

unskilled in relation to work to be done during fishing operations; lack of training before working onboard 

in fishing vessels;  unaware of the requirements for safety at sea; possessing fake or no legal documents; 

and subjected to forced labor, child labor, human trafficking, poor working conditions, unfair treatment by 

employers, etc). The RTC finally recommended that the ASEAN Guidelines on Implementation of Labor 

Standards for Fisheries Sector should be developed in line with international standards with the 

involvement of relevant stakeholders through broader social dialogues in order to strengthen the roles and 

obligations of ñreceivingò countries, ñsendingò countries and the commitments by ñASEANò as indicated 

in the ñASEAN Declaration. 

 

During the 48
th
 SEAFDEC Council Meeting in 2016, countries provided updates on the current situation 

in dealing with labor and migrant worker conditions at national level. While supporting the proposal to 

develop the ASEAN Guidelines, countries suggested that a common template should be developed for the 

countries to refer to in revising their respective regulations. The development of ASEAN Guidelines 

should also consider the specifications of small-scale fisheries. 

 
Comments provided by the 19

th
 FCG/ASSP, Nov 2016 were basically focused on practical steps with 

regards to organizations and other stakeholders to be involved in the process to develop the ASEAN 

Guideline. The comments could be used as recommendations to be included in the planning for upcoming 

steps in developing the ASEAN Guidelines. However, note should also be taken that the SEAFDEC 

Secretariat should consult with the ASEAN Secretariat in order to ensure that the appropriate platform is 

being the basis for raising labor related issues as well as to make sure that the appropriate labor agencies 

are involved in the development of the said guidelines. It should also be recognized that there are limited 

capacity at SEAFDEC to deal with labor issues, including labor issues, recently highlighted, that relates to 

crime committed at sea (and on land). Assistance from consultative teams, including academe, capable of 

handling social issues should be sought to assist and provide technical assistance before SEAFDEC 

embarks on the activity to develop the guidelines. 

 

Following requests from the 48
th
 SEAFDEC Council Meeting in 2016 and recommendations from the 19

th
 

FCG/ASSP, Nov 2016 suggested steps ahead ï before and after the April 2017 SEAFDEC Council - to 

develop ASEAN Guidelines or ASEAN Principles for the implementation of Labor Standards for the 

Fisheries Sector in promotion of ñdecent workò, good working conditions and safety at sea for both 

smaller and larger scale fisheries and enterprises would include: 

 

- First quarter 2017: Call for a small meeting with ILO, FAO and labor and fisheries 

representatives from selected countries (such as Thailand, Malaysia (receiving countries) and 

Myanmar, Cambodia and Philippines (sending) countries, including assistance from consultative 

teams and academe, to develop a road map for the development of the ASEAN 
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Guidelines/ASEAN Principles 

- Nov 2016/March 2017: Participate in the ILO facilitated process to review good labor practice 

guidelines 

- Feb/March 2017 (and onwards): include references to labor issues at sub-regional events with 

options to seek sub-regional and bilateral solutions (including MoUs, etc.) 

- First quarter 2017: Review recommendations from regional consultations, requests from 

SEAFDEC Council, FCG/ASSP, ASEAN Working Groups (see below on an initial compilation) 

- First quarter 2017: Continue drafting road map for the development of the ASEAN 

Guidelines/ASEAN Principles including a first set of ñprinciplesò. 

- April 2017: Seek advice and endorsement on the process ahead from SEAFDEC Council 

- May - July 2017: Seek advice and endorsement on the process ahead from ASWGFi and/or other 

relevant ASEAN platforms (as recommended by SEAFDEC Council in April 2016) 

- Second half of 2017: prepare for a larger regional stakeholder consultation (as far as possible 

jointly supported with partners to ensure a larger uptake of the recommendations) to be held in the 

latter part of 2017 

- 2017 - 2018 Continue drafting: Based on the recommendations continue the process to develop 

the guidelines/principles for adoption and implementation (including an eye to relate to the 

ñASEAN Common Fisheries Policyò and other relevant ASEAN documents/declarations)  

 

II . REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL   

 

The Council Members are requested to provide policy recommendation and guidance for the Development 

of ASEAN Guidelines on Implementation of Labor Standards for the Fisheries Sector. 
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Annex 15 

 

NEW US SEAFOOD TRACEABILITY PROGRAMS  

 

I . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

There are two new US Seafood Traceability Programs: (i) US Marine Mammal Protection Act; and (ii) US 

Seafood Import Monitoring Program. 

 

i. Fish and Fish Product Import Provisions of the Marine Mammal Protection Act  
(Appendix 1) 

 

This final action implements the import provisions of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). This 

rule establishes conditions for evaluating a harvesting nationôs regulatory program to address incidental 

and measures to address intentional mortality and serious injury of marine mammals in fisheries that 

export fish and fish products to the United States. Under this rule, fish and fish products from fisheries 

identified by the Assistant Administrator in the List of Foreign Fisheries can only be imported into the 

United States if the harvesting nation has applied for and received a comparability finding from NMFS. 

The rule establishes procedures that a harvesting nation must follow and conditions to meet, to receive a 

comparability finding for a fishery. The rule also establishes provisions for intermediary nations to ensure 

that intermediary nations do not import, and re-export to the United States, fish or fish products subject to 

an import prohibition. Agency actions and recommendations under this rule will be in accordance with 

U.S. obligations under applicable international law, including, among others, the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) Agreement. 

 

Objective of the Act 

 

 The US Marine Mammal Protection Act bans imports of fish or fishery products caught in commercial 

fisheries (both aquaculture and wild caught fisheries) that result in the accidental killing or serious injury 

(bycatch) of marine mammals** in excess of US standards. Starting 1 Jan 2017, the US is compiling a 

ñList of Foreign Fisheriesò that can export fish and fishery products to the US. This list will be enforced 5 

years later ï only countries on this list can export fish and fishery products to the US. Countries on this list 

are also prohibited from re-exporting fish and fishery products from prohibited countries to the US. 

 ** Marine mammals include: whales, dolphins, seals, sea-lions, walrus, dugongs etc. 

  

What is required from Country 

 

To qualify to be on this list, Countries must submit an application to the US providing them information 

(e.g. laws, regulatory programs, research findings, data) to support claims that the countries regulatory 

programs are as comparable in effectiveness to the USôs regulatory programs. 

 

ii . U.S. Seafood Import Monitoring Program (Appendix 2) 

 

On December 8, 2016, NOAA Fisheries released the final rule establishing the Seafood Import Monitoring 

Program (SIMP). The Program establishes, for imports of certain seafood products, the reporting and 

recordkeeping requirements needed to prevent illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU)-caught and/or 

misrepresented seafood from entering U.S. commerce, thereby providing additional protections for our 

national economy, global food security and the sustainability of our shared ocean resources. This is the 

first-phase of a risk-based traceability program requiring the importer of record to provide and report key 

data from the point of harvest to the point of entry into U.S. commerce on an initial list of imported fish 

and fish products identified as particularly vulnerable to IUU fishing and/or seafood fraud. 

 

Objective of the Act 

 

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act: Seafood Import Monitoring Program 

(thereafter called the US Seafood Import Monitoring Program), aims to ensure that seafood entering the 

US are not from IUU fishing sources or subjected to seafood fraud (e.g. labelling the product as something 

more expensive). The program will first apply to 13 priority species that are most at risk of IUU fishing 



     Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

114 

 

T
h
e
 F

o
rty

-F
ifth

 M
e

e
tin

g
 o

f th
e
 S

E
A

F
D

E
C

 C
o
u
n
c
il, 1

-5
 A

p
ril 2

0
1
3
 

 

and seafood fraud (see box below). Seafood importers are required to submit information (e.g. fishing 

vessel and gear information, catch data, processing data) from the point of harvest to the point of entry 

into the US electronically. 

 

 
 

The US has just announced that compliance to this new regulation starts 1 Jan 2018 (except for shrimp and 

abalone that will be phased in later). 

 

What is required from Country 

 

Hence the criticality of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS). 

 

II . REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL   
 

The Council Members are requested to take note the emerging issues on U.S. seafood traceability 

programs.  The Council is also invited to provide policy action for those AMSs that export their fish and 

fish product to US, and consider to support the implementation of the ACDS would support the 

requirements of two new rules.   

 

 

13 PRIORITY SPECIES 

Á Abalone  

V Atlantic cod 

V Blue crab (Atlantic) 

V Dolphinfish (Mahi Mahi) 

V Grouper 

V King crab (red) 

V Pacific cod 

V Red snapper 

 
 

V Sea cucumber  

V Sharks 

Á Shrimp 

V Swordfish 

V Albacore, bigeye, skipjack and yellowfin 

tuna 

 

Bluefin also included to avoid differential 

treatment of tuna products 
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Appendix 1 of Annex 15 
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Appendix 2 of Annex 15 
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