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The Concept for the Establishment of an

ASEAN Fisheries Development and
Management Mechanism

BANGKOK, THAILAND, 6-8 NOV 2007

INTRODUCTION
WORAWIT WANCHANA - SEAFDEC/SECRETARIAT

Overall Objective

O
e Information and ideas for SEAFDEC and ASEAN to
jointly formulate a process plan to move forward in

the establishment of a regional fisheries
management mechanism.




Background: ASEAN-RMM

O
* RTC on Management of Fishing Capacity and HRD in Support of
Fisheries Management in Southeast Asia, Sept 06
« Regional fisheries management body
» 39™ Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, April 07 — ASEAN SEAFDEC
Strategic Partnership (ASSP)
« Tregional expert consultation: legal /institutional scope and process for RFMB/M
¢ 15" ASWGFEFi, May 2007

+ request SEFDEC to further develop the concept and formulate plan for an
ASEAN RFMB/M

+ SOM-28th AMAF, July 07

+ appredated SEAFDEC to organize the meeting on RFMB/M, and consultation on
ASEAN Roadmap (scheduled in Jan 2008)

* SOM-29" AMAF, Oct 07
+ signed ASSP and...

ASEAN-SEAFDEC Fisheries Consultative Group

Mechar?sgl (FCQG)
N/

¢ Enhance the effectiveness of fisheries program
implementation in ASEAN countries trough technical
cooperation with SEAFDEC

» A joint collaborative fisheries program framework
between ASEAN and SEAFDEC, since 1999

o ASEAN - Political organization
o SEAFDEC — Fisheries Policy and Technical organization

* SEAFDEC: Executing Body for ASEAN regional fisheries
program

» Annual programs and meeting to review of the fisheries
program implementation under the FCG mechanism




ASEAN-SEFADEC FCG Mechanism
ASEAN Ministers
on Agriculture and SEAFDEC
Forestry (AMAF) Secretariat and
Departments(TD,
A ! r| MFRD, AQD,
Member Countries MFRDMD)
*  Brunei
Darussalam SOM-AMAF SEAFDEC
*  Cambodia Council SEAFDEC
*  Indonesia Member C.oumnes
¢ LaoPDR I I *  Brunei
* Malaysia Danu!allanz
© My | ASEANWGE | aspaseamec [+ SEADEC  L| SEARDEC || Cuheds
* Philippi s BT e o G T + Indonesia
Tt FCG Secretariat PCM U,
*  Singapore : | Japan
*  Thailand ' LGPD?l
* Viemam ' Malaysia
ASEAN-SEAFDEC SEAFDEC o
ProgramLead [ Joint Collaborative {—  Program Lead : i:thP"‘ﬁ
Country Program Department gapore
*  Thailand
* Vietnam

AEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP)

a)
. &
¢ A collaboration framework on fisheries to achieve
ASEAN-SEAFDEC common goals on sustainable
fisheries development

e SEAFDEC

o Clarify/develop common positions on international fisheries issues;

o Executing agency for programs implementation in response to
ASFAN needs

¢ Mechanism: ASEAN-SEAFDEC FCG
¢ Scope
o ASEAN Vision; ASEAN Roadmap; Safeguard and promote ASEAN
interest; Common understanding and position in regional and global
issues that impact to fisheries development; Sustainable
development in fisheries management, food security, food safety,

rural livelihood improvement; and Cooperation in R&D and HRD in
fisheries.




Conventions, International and Regional
Agreement

Q
¢ 1982 UN Convention of the Law of the Sea

e International Labour Organization (ILO)

e Convention on Biological Diversity

¢ RAMSAR Convention (1971 — Wetland)

e International Maritime Organization (IMO)

¢ UN Assembly

¢ 1995 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries
» Lic.

Conventions, International and Regional
Agreement

@)
¢ 1982 UN Convention of the Law of the Sea

¢ International Labour Organization (ILO)

e Convention on Biological Diversity

¢ RAMSAR Convention (1971 — Wetland)

¢ International Maritime Organization (IMO)

e UN Assembly

¢ 1995 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries

“...no established mechanism for regional cooperation




Points of Importance and Urgency

O
» Ineffective control of fishing capacity in the region
o Degradation of the natural and fisheries resources
o Conflicts ...
o Need stronger and more effective governance in fisheries in the
region in collaborative manner
» Not really reflecting regional serious efforts at regional
gathering including SEAFDEC, APFIC and others.

» Establishment of an appropriate regional mechanism,
through ASEAN and SEAFDEC cooperation, for
sustainable fisheries and food security.

Objectives

e
Q .
¢ Promote efforts to move towards the establishment of a
regional fisheries management mechanism;

» Explore the implications and (legal/institutional)

scope/process of establishing a “mechanism”;

¢ Further develop the concept and formulate a plan for an
ASEAN regional mechanism;

» Share knowledge and experience on the process, legal
and institutional requirements for the establishment of
regional mechanism;

¢ Provide information from other areas; and

» [Express view and ideas on the concept and scope of a
regional development and management mechanism.




Expected Outputs

@)
O
» A set of definitions and concepts;

* Documents experiences from other areas/region;

» Key issues identified and specified that need to be
addressed for continued facilitation and coordination;

¢ Recommendations on the need to look further into
conventions and agreements signed by countries in the
region;

* Indications on supporting mechanism; and

* Immediate follow-up actions, including collaboration
with/among international and regional organizations.

Agenda and Arrangement
| O

Day 1.

1. Opening

2. Adoption of agenda and arrangement

3. Various models for a regional mechanisms

Day 2:

4. Legal and institutional arrangement on the path towards
a regional development and management mechanism

5. Concept and appropriate mechanism and scope for an
ASEAN regional fisheries management meclg)anism
from their national and regional perspectives

Day 3:

6. Conclusion and recommendation

7. Follow up actions

8. Closing
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REPORT OF THE PREPSOM-29™ AMAF, 29-30

OCTOBER 2007 BANGKOK

Para 49.

Dr Sir1 Ekmaharaj, The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC
informed the Meeting that further progress have been
made in ASEAN-SEAFDEC cooperation since the Sp
SOM-28"" AMAF Meeting. He confirmed that, in
collaboration with DOF Thailand, the two ASEAN-
SEAFDEC workshops endorsed by Sp SOM-28"
AMAF under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic
Partnership (ASSP) framework will be held in Bangkok
with funding from the Sweden International
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) under the
SEAFDEC-Sida project.

Para 49. (continue ....)

The two workshops are the “Regional Consultation and
Workshop on the Concept for the establishment of an ASEAN
Fisheries Development and Management Mechanism”, 6-8
Nov 2007 and the “Regional Workshop on Implementation of
the ASEAN Roadmap for the Integration of the Fisheries
Sector”, 14-17 Jan 2008.

SEAFDEC envisaged that the outputs from the two
workshops could contribute towards ASEAN desire for
greater integration of the fisheries sector.




Para 49. (continue ....)

He further expressed SEAFDEC’s gratitude and appreciation to
SOM and AMAF for their strong support for the ASSP, and look
forward to further strengthening of ASEAN-SEAFDEC close
cooperation with the signing of the LOU for the ASSP during the
29" AMAF Meeting. His presentation is in ANNEX 25,

Para 50.

The Meeting recalled that the Special SOM-28" AMAF in
Singapore had approved the proposed LLOU on ASEAN-
SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) which appears as
ANNEX 26. In view of this, the Meeting reaffirmed its approval
of the proposed LOU for endorsement by the 29" AMAF for
signing by the Secretary general of ASEAN and Secretary
General of SEAFDEC.

THE 29™ MEETING OF THE ASEAN MINISTERS
ON AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY, 1 NOV 2007,
BANGKOK
JOINT PRESS STATEMENT

Para 13. ........ In addition, to further enhance ASEAN-
SEAFDEC collaboration in the fisheries sector, the Ministers
agreed to establish the “ ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic
Partnership (ASSP) through the Letter of Understanding
(LOU) on the ASSP, signed by the Secretary General of
ASEAN and the Secretary General of SEAFDEC.




ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
(ASSP) OPERATION MECHANISM

» In the ASSP, ASEAN and SEAFDEC will continue to use the
existing ASEAN-SEAFDEC Fisheries Consultative Group
(FCG) mechanism to consult, deliberate and agree on the
ASEAN-SEAFDEC fisheries programs/activities and policies,
until such time when both parties mutually agree to replace or
enhance/supplement the FCG mechanism.

+ ASEAN will invite SEAFDC representatives to meetings of
ASEAN Sectoral Working Group (ASWGF1) and its
subsidiary bodies and other relevant ASEAN meetings (e.g.
SOM-AMAF, AMAF, AEG-CITES etc.). SEAFDEC will
invite ASEAN Secretariat to SEAFDEC Council of Directors
Meeting, and other relevant SEAFDEC meetings.

» The usage of name, logo and/or official emblem of ASEAN
and SEAFDEC on ASEAN-SEAFDEC publications or
documents shall be by mutual agreement.

REPORT OF THE PREPSOM-29TH AMAF, 29-30
OCTOBER 2007 BANGKOK

9.3 Thailand New Country Initiatives:

9.3.1 Establishment of an ASEAN Regional Fisheries
Management Mechanism within the ASEAN Sectoral
Working Group on Fisheries Framework




Para 58.  With the objective to support the sustainable
fisheries development in ASEAN and in-line with FAO/COFI
call for the establishment of regional fisheries management
mechanism, Thailand submitted a concept paper and proposal
for the establishment of an ASEAN Regional Fisheries
Management Mechanism under the framework of the ASEAN
Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGF1). The Meeting
was informed that the proposal is in-line with the FAO Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (CCRF), the ASEAN
Guidelines for the Regional CCRF, adopted by the 27" AMAF
and the Roadmap for the integration of the ASEAN fisheries
sector. Thailand is of the view that it is timely for ASWGFi to
initiate discussion and explore the establishment of an
appropriate collective mechanism for regional sustainable
fisheries management and food security. Thailand intends to
seek SEAFDEC’s technical assistance to further develop the
proposal.

Para 59. The Meeting considered and endorsed in-
principle the initiative proposed by Thailand for ASWGFi1
to review and expand its TOR and Scope of work to
include regional fisheries management mechanism. In
supporting the proposal, some AMCs also requested that
besides marine fisheries, management of inland fisheries
and other fisheries sectors be included in the mechanism.
Thailand was requested to provide more details on the
proposal on the ASEAN Regional Fisheries Management
Mechanism for submission to ASWGF1 and subsequently
SOM-AMAF in future meetings. The Thailand’s Country
Initiative appears as ANNEX 29.
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Models for a Regional Mechanism:

The strategic approach of the
Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC)

Simon Funge Smith

APFIC Secretariat, FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission
(APFIC)

» Established in 1948, FAO Article XIV
Body

» FAO funds secretariat and most of the
regular programme

» Established to:

— encourage cooperation, information
sharing, capacity building

— No strict mandate to manage, but
also no reason why it cannot if
members wish

— Long term vision that a more
independent body would emerge




APFIC mechanism

APFIC functions as a mechanism to promote
understanding and awareness on issues
relating to fisheries and aquaculture in the
region

— These may be transboundary
— Orissues of common interest to its
members
APFIC is “owned” by its members

— Secretariat provided by FAO

— Members expected to take on
responsibilities ( for activities and also
financial support)

More general function to promote regional
arrangements and agreements

+ Australia

+ Bangladesh

+ Cambodia

+ China PR

+ France

+ India,

+ Indonesia

+ Japan

+ Korea RO

+ Malaysia

+ Myanmar

+ Nepal,

+ New Zealand

+ Pakistan

+ Philippines

+ Sri Lanka

+ Thailand

+ United Kingdom
+ United States of America
+ Yiet Nam

APFIC’s area

* 19 members including UK, USA & France

+ APFIC area vague — “Asia-Pacific Region”

+ Practically APFIC interprets this as:

— The EEZ waters of member
countries in the Asian
region and contiguous
waters of northern Australia.

— In particular, the Large
Marine Ecosystem areas of:
the Bay of Bengal, South
China Sea, Yellow Sea and
the Sulu-Sulawesi Marine
Eco-region and the Arafura-
Timor sea.

— Asian inland waters of the
APFIC member countries.

Facal area for APFIC'S wark:

EEZ watérs of Asian Mermber

Sauth China Seas, Bay of Bengal,

Disclaim er - Maps indicative only




What is APFIC doing about
fisheries management?

* Huge area, diverse interests, members are
at different stages economic development of
non regional members.

+ Members have not endorsed APFIC to
become a_ management body

< Article XIV Bodies established under FAO
have a role to encourage the development
of regional arrangemen%s

+ Strategically APFIC is focusing on two main
regions
— Bay of Bengal

— South China Sea & contiguous semi-
enclosed seas areas

+ Goalis to focus on governance and see the
emergence of fisheries mechanisms or
arrangements in these areas

What else is there offering
potential management solutions?

+ SEAFDEC ASEAN
+ BOBLME
* RPOA

* Eco-regions offer ‘sensible
management units

Disclaimer - Maps indicative only




A note on aquaculture interactions

*  When developing a regional mechanism

— Offers potential for addressing transboundary
issues

» Aquaculture presents a number of unique
challenges
— that are minor issues in fisheries

— May cause significant economic impact to
aquaculture and possibly fisheries

* Introductions and movements
— Invasive/alien interactions
— Health/disease issues

* Resources impacts

— Use of wild fish as seedstock (e.g. groupers)

— Use of marine fish as aquaculture feeds (trash
llow value fish
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