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Report of the Consultative Meeting on Regional Cooperation for Sustainable Neritic 
Tuna Fisheries in Southeast Asian Waters 

 
Songkhla Province, Thailand 

8-10 October 2013 
------------------------------------------- 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1. The Consultative Meeting on Regional Cooperation for Sustainable Neritic Tuna 
Fisheries in Southeast Asian Waters was convened in Songkhla Province, Thailand from 8 to 
10 October 2013. The Meeting was attended by representatives from the ASEAN countries, 
namely: Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam. 
Representatives from the Food and Agriculture Organization/Regional Office for Asia and the 
Pacific (FAO/RAP), Embassy of Sweden, ASEAN Tuna Working Group, and the Secretariat 
of the Regional Plan of Action to Promote Responsible Fishing Practices including 
Combating Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing in South East Asia (RPOA-IUU); 
representatives from the private sector, such as the Thai Union Manufacturing Co., Ltd and 
Thai-Abba Tonggol Project; and officials from SEAFDEC and members of the Regional 
Fisheries Policy Network, also attended the Meeting. The list of participants appears as 
Annex 1. 
 
2. As part of the Meeting activities, a half-day study visit of tuna canneries in Songkhla 
Province was organized on 9 October 2013. Taking heed of the requirements of the concerned 
tuna canneries, the participants were grouped into two, where one group visited the Chotiwat 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd. while the other group went to visit the Tropical Canning (Thailand) 
Public Co., Ltd. Based on feedback from the participants, the study visit provided them the 
opportunity to experience and to observe the processes in canned tuna production from sea to 
factories, and also to learn the products distribution system in the world market.  
 
3. On behalf of the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, the Senior Advisor to SEAFDEC, 
Dr. Magnus Torell welcomed the participants to the Meeting. He emphasized on the 
challenges that could be encountered in developing an appropriate neritic tuna management 
for the Southeast Asia region. Nevertheless, as the Meeting would comprise the first step to 
seek for regional cooperation in order to sustain the neritic tuna resources in the region, he 
urged the participants to maximize their involvement in the very important meeting. He 
looked forward to see the outcome of this activity believing that an appropriate and effective 
neritic tuna management will be even more important in the years to come. With that note, he 
then declared the meeting open. His Opening Speech appears in Annex 2. 

 

II. BACKGROUND AND AGENDA OF THE MEETING 
 

4. The SEAFDEC-Sweden Project Manager, Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn 

explained the background of the Meeting, especially highlighting on the need to ascertain the 
importance of neritic tuna resources in the Southeast Asian region. She added that the 45th 
Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in April 2013 also acknowledged such requirements and 
subsequently recommended that SEAFDEC should consider working on the development of a 
plan of action for regional cooperation for the sustainable neritic tuna fisheries but should 
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avoid any possible duplication of efforts of other regional organizations, and relevant national 
and regional agencies. The Meeting Prospectus appears as Annex 3. 
 
5. Consequently, the representative from Malaysia suggested that a road map should be 
developed for the management of neritic tuna resources in the Southeast Asian waters. This is 
considering the significant contribution of neritic tuna to the economies and livelihoods of the 
Southeast Asian countries. 
 
6. With that suggestion, the Agenda which appears as Annex 4 was then adopted. 
 

III. CURRENT SITUATION OF NERITIC TUNA IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
REGION: FISHERIES, IMPORTS, EXPORTS, AND PROCESSING 
(CHAIRED BY MR. SAMSUDIN BIN BASIR) 

 

7. Representatives from the Member Countries provided information on the status of 
neritic tuna fisheries in their respective countries. The summary of the presentations follows: 
 
Cambodia 

 
8. The representative from Cambodia, Mr. Uy Ching presented the status and issues on 
neritic tuna fisheries in Cambodia, the details of which are shown in Annex 5. He stated that 
coastal fisheries management is a relatively new field of activity for the Fisheries 
Administration (FiA) of Cambodia, and added that since Cambodia has presently no direct 
communications with fishing vessels from neighboring countries, therefore FiA could not 
assess the quantities of catch of these vessels. He explained that Cambodia is not very much 
concerned with neritic tuna since the average depth of the country’s marine waters is only 50-
80 meters, and neritic tuna is not considered as “target species”. Nevertheless, it was 
suggested that Cambodia could propose a research project under the SEAFDEC-Sweden 
Project for the conduct of a tuna survey in its territorial waters in order to establish the 
information on tuna resources of the country. 

 
Indonesia 

 
9. The representative from Indonesia, Mr. Tegoeh Noegroho presented the results of the two 
(2) research studies conducted in Indonesia, namely: 1) Review of Fishery, Biology, and 
Population Dynamics of Neritic Tuna Species in Indonesia: Case Study in West Coast 
Sumatera Eastern Indian Ocean and Sulawesi Sea, and Reproductive Biology of Spanish 
Mackerel (Scomberomorus commerson) in Kwandang Bay, Sulawesi Sea. The results appear 
in Annex 6. 
 
10. While explaining that the results of the study in west coast of Sumatera in the Eastern 
Indian Ocean indicated over-exploitation of kawakawa (Euthynnus affinis), he suggested that 
further studies for this species should be conducted in order to understand the dynamics and 
status of the fisheries. Meanwhile, the result of the research in Kwandang Bay, Sulawesi Sea 
indicated that undersized Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus commerson) had been caught 
therefore the fishing activity should be controlled using appropriate fishing gear and mesh 
size of nets in order to sustain the stocks in the future. 
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Malaysia (Peninsular West) 

 
11. The representative from Peninsular West Malaysia, Ms. Effarina Mohd Faizal presented 
the status of neritic tuna in Peninsular Malaysia (Annex 7). She reported that neritic tuna are 
among the important pelagic fish species caught by commercial and traditional fishing gears. 
The main species of neritic tuna found in Malaysian waters include the longtail (Thunnus 
tonggol) and kawakawa (Euthynnus affinis) while frigate tuna (Auxis thazard) is rarely caught 
being mostly found towards the offshore areas. There is a growing trend in the annual catch of 
neritic tuna from 1997 to 2011 where the production data recorded had increased from 40,000 
metric tons to 65,000 metric tons. 
 
12. While most tuna caught are consumed fresh, production for the tuna processing industry 
is relatively small. She also pointed out that there are certain issues that constrain the conduct 
of research work on these resources. These include insufficient data collected, lack of 
staff/human capacity, inadequate financial resources to conduct a tuna survey, and lack of 
coordination among relevant agencies.  She concluded by stating that since neritic tuna are 
shared stocks, a systematic cooperation and shared management among bordering countries 
such as Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia, is strongly needed.  
 
Malaysia (Sabah-Sarawak) 
 
13. The representative from Sabah-Sarawak Malaysia, Mr. Salehudin bin Jamon presented 
the Overview of Neritic Tuna in Sabah and Sarawak Waters (Annex 8). He stated that neritic 
tuna species, namely: Thunnus tonggol, Euthunnus affinis, Auxis thazard, and Auxis rochei are 
found in tropical waters such as in the South China Sea (SCS) and Sulu & Celebes Seas. The 
total annual production of neritic tunas in these areas could range between 26,839 metric tons 
and 10,757 metric tons. In 1991-2011, neritic tuna production showed a decreasing trend due 
to the inconsistent production from F.T Labuan while the annual production from Sarawak 
and Sabah showed moderate increasing and decreasing trends, respectively. Most neritic tuna 
in these areas are caught by purse seines and drift nets with fish aggregating devices or FADs 
to enhance the catch.  
 
14. Nevertheless, he also pointed out that there is a need to improve the quality of catch and 
effort data, since good data quality will provide good information for scientists to estimate the 
status of small pelagic fish stocks. He argued that in the end, this would assist the fisheries 
managers in planning for the sustainable development of the purse seine fishery in the country.  
 
15. In response to the query of the representative from Thailand Ms. Praulai Nootmorn 
about the mechanism of data collection and implementation of Vessel Monitoring System 
(VMS) in Malaysia, Mr. Sallehudin bin Jamon explained that in Peninsular Malaysia it is 
compulsory for all C2 vessels (> 70 GRT) to be installed with VMS. In addition, the 
installation of Mobile Transceiver Units (MTU) is mandatory under the country’s vessel 
licensing regulation. Failure to do so will cause the license of vessels to be revoked or 
suspended as provided for under the Fisheries Act 1985. However, the case of Sabah and 
Sarawak is different from that of Peninsular Malaysia since their fishing areas are not too far 
from the coastline, hence, VMS is not installed in most of the vessels. Acquiring VMS for 
installation in vessels is the responsibility of the fishers, but for every 2 hours of data 
submitted by vessels with VMS, the government will pay a corresponding amount of RM 0.50. 
He added that an on-going study is conducted in Sabah for the compilation of data 
measurements of neritic and oceanic tunas. 
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Myanmar 

 
16. The representative from Myanmar Mr. Hlwan Moe Zaw reported that from the results of 
the joint research survey conducted in 2007 in Myanmar waters which aimed to determine the 
relative abundance and size composition of important commercial fish species in these waters, 
swordfish was the most dominant species in the offshore waters of Myanmar. However, there 
was no record on the catch of neritic tuna, may be because most tuna catches of foreign 
longline fishing vessels have not been landed in Myanmar ports. His presentation appears as 
Annex 9.  
 
Philippines 

 
17. The representative from the Philippines, Mr. Ruben J. Jardin presented the status of 
tuna fisheries in the Philippines (Annex 10). He stated that although tunas are caught 
throughout the Philippines, the most productive fishing grounds are Sulu Sea, Moro Gulf and 
the waters extending to the north Celebes Sea. Annual neritic tuna catch estimates for 2012 
were recorded at 167 and 182 tons sharing 33% of the total tuna catch estimates (oceanic and 
neritic). In this connection, the Meeting expressed the need for: continued support and 
cooperation from industry stakeholders, the conduct of annual tuna catch estimates review 
workshop, increased coverage of data collection, and for various agencies to conduct data 
sharing and integration to improve the tuna statistics of the Philippines.  
 

Thailand 

 
18. The representative from Thailand, Mr. Chalit Sa-Nga-Ngam presented the status of 
neritic tuna resources in Thailand. He explained that neritic tuna species commonly found all 
year round in the Andaman Sea include the bullet tuna (Auxis rochei), kawakawa (Euthunnus 
affinins), longtail tuna (Thunnus tonggol), and frigate tuna (Auxis thazard), which are also 
found in the Gulf of Thailand except the bullet tuna. Furthermore, he stated that the main 
fishing gears used are classified into regular purse seines (TPS, FAD, LPS) and neritic tuna 
purse seine (TUN). However, the annual production indicated a decreasing trend from 2005 to 
2010.  
 
19. The Meeting was also informed that the Department of Fisheries of Thailand had 
initiated research programs on neritic tunas in 2011-2013, namely: (a) status of neritic tunas in 
Andaman Sea Coast of Thailand, (b) fisheries and status of neritic tunas in Gulf of Thailand, 
(c) reproductive biology of kawakawa, frigate, and longtail in Andaman Sea Coast of 
Thailand, and (d) reproductive biology of kawakawa, frigate, and longtail in Gulf of Thailand. 
These studies aim to determine the existing fishery biology and stock assessment of neritic 
tuna and provide updated information necessary for the management of neritic tuna resources 
in Thailand waters. His presentation appears as Annex 11. 
 
 
Vietnam 

 
20. The representative from Vietnam, Ms. Nguyen Thi Hong Nhung presented the current 
situation of neritic tuna fisheries in the waters of Vietnam (Annex 12), where five (5) neritic 
tuna species are found in the country’s waters, namely: bullet tuna, frigate tuna, kawakawa, 
striped bonito, and longtail tuna. Although specific surveys for stock assessment of the neritic 
tunas have not been conducted in Vietnam, the biomass estimation of neritic tuna species in 
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the national waters was shown to be approximately 90,000 MT accounting for about 7.9% of 
the total biomass of large pelagic fishes. Of which, bullet tuna indicated the largest stock 
biomass of about 47,000 MT accounting for 51.0% of the total biomass of neritic tunas, 
followed by frigate tuna at 16,000 MT (18.0%). The biomass of the three other neritic tunas 
including kawakawa, striped bonito and longtail tuna was estimated at about 28,000 MT. 
 
21. In Vietnam, neritic tuna is often caught by purse seine and gillnet, especially in fishing 
grounds that spread across the coastal waters of Vietnam which are mainly located near the 
coastal areas of Thai Binh to Thanh Hoa, and Quang Binh to Da Nang Provinces; northeastern 
and southwestern of Con Son Island; and southern and south western of Ca Mau Province. 
Fishing season is usually the whole year but the main fishing season is from the months of 
April to September. 
 

IV. STATUS AND PATTERNS OF UTILIZATION OF NERITIC TUNA BY SUB-
REGIONS OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN AND ADJACENT WATERS (CHAIRED 
BY MS. PRAULAI NOOTMORN) 
 

22. Representatives from other organizations/agencies attending the Meeting shared their 
experiences on the status and patterns of utilization of neritic tuna in the waters of the 
Southeast Asian region and adjacent areas. 
 
Gulf of Thailand  

 
23. From the information on the status of neritic tunas in the Gulf of Thailand provided by 
the representative from the Department of Fisheries of Thailand Ms. Praulai Nootmorn, three 
major species of neritic tuna are found in the Gulf of Thailand. These are the frigate tuna 
(Auxis thazard), kawakawa (Euthynus affinis), and longtail tuna (Thunnus tonggol), with 
purse seine and drift gillnets as the main fishing gears used. While the production of neritic 
tunas from 1995 to 2012 showed a continuous increasing trend during the period from 1995 to 
2007, a steady decrease was noted from 2008 to 2012. Her presentation appears as Annex 13. 
 
24. In this regard, the Meeting was informed that Thai fishing vessels operate both within 
the EEZ of Thailand as well as in the EEZs of neighboring countries, especially Indonesia. 
Therefore, such decreasing trend in the country’s neritic tuna production could be due to the 
practice of Thai fishing vessels of reporting only the total catch from Thai waters, in 
accordance with the regulation on reporting of production which is based only on the flag 
state.  

 

25. In addition, the representative from Vietnam, Mr. Nguyen Ba Thong presented the result 
of a case study conducted in 2012 on neritic tuna fishery in Vietnam (Annex 14), showing 
that Vietnam’s tuna fisheries focus on both the oceanic and neritic tuna resources. While 
neritic tuna catch is mostly consumed locally, oceanic tuna production is targeted for the 
export market. Furthermore, he shared the information that Vietnam is now developing the 
framework for the compilation of the country’s fisheries statistics including all kinds of tuna 
species. He highlighted that routine data collection on tuna must be implemented for all 
countries in the region.  
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Andaman Sea 

 
26. The representative from the Department of Fisheries Malaysia, Mr. Samsudin bin Basir 
presented the results of a project on “Sustainable and Conservation of Neritic Tuna Fisheries: 
Sharing Experiences from Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC)” and shared his 
experiences with the IOTC (Annex 15). He stated that one of the objectives of the IOTC is to 
promote cooperation among its members with a view to ensure through appropriate 
management, the conservation and optimum utilization of stocks and encourage sustainable 
development of fisheries. 
 
27. In explaining the various interpretation of optimum utilization, he also cited that IOTC 
is using the Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) and Maximum Economic Yield (MEY) to 
describe the status of the stock. He also described the current conservation and management 
measures being implemented by IOTC relating to neritic tuna and tuna-like species.  
 
Sulu-Sulawesi Sea 

 
28. The representative from SEAFDEC/TD, Ms. Penchan Laongmanee presented the 
framework of Joint Research Program for Tuna Research Survey in Sulu-Sulawesi Sea (SSS). 
She referred to the advice given by the 44th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council for SEAFDEC to 
consider developing a framework for a joint research program in Sulu-Sulawesi Sea (SSS). In 
response, TD organized the Sub-Regional Technical Meeting for Development of Joint 
Research Program for Tuna Research Survey in Sulu-Sulawesi Sea in August 2013 in 
Malaysia. She added that the participating countries for this joint research program are the 
Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia. Under this program, joint research would be conducted 
to provide updated scientific findings on the status and trends of selected tuna species found 
in the SSS. Several program activities include stock assessment, determination of spawning 
grounds, data collection, and assessment of the use of FADs in these areas. The presentation 
appears in Annex 16. 
 

V. OTHER INITIATIVES IN THE REGION TO VERIFY SUSTAINABILITY OF 
NERITIC TUNA RESOURCES (CHAIRED BY MR. NGUYEN BA THONG) 

 
29. The experiences of other agencies were also shared during the Meeting by their 
representatives, especially regarding the sustainability of neritic tuna resources. The summary 
of the presentations follows: 
 
30. The representative from the Department of Fisheries of Thailand, Ms. Praulai 
Nootmorn presented the plan for tuna management in Thai waters (Annex 17), which 
emphasized on increasing awareness on the importance of tuna resources. The report included 
a technical document review indicating the annual tuna fisheries statistics. During the 
discussion, it was recommended that Monitoring, Control, and Surveillance (MCS) system be 
strengthened and that an Action Plan for the suitable management of tonggol tuna be 
considered for managing the resources of tonggol tuna.  
 
31. The representative from Thai Union Company, Mr. Narin Niruttinanon presented a 
long-term plan for longtail tuna as shown in Annex 18. He expressed the concern on the red-
listing of tonggol tuna being proposed by WWF Denmark due to insufficiency of information 
on its stock status and lack of knowledge on effective management of this fishery resource. In 
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this connection, Abba Seafood (Sweden) made a corporate commitment to assist in managing 
the tonggol tuna resources to ensure the industry’s viability. This project will aim to make 
available all relevant information gathered and to forge a strong collaboration among partners 
and stakeholders to ensure the effective utilization of neritic tunas in the years to come. 
 
ASEAN Tuna Working Group 

 
32. The representative from the ASEAN Tuna Working Group (ATWG), Mr. Machmud, 
presented the “Status, Issues and Way Forward of the ATWG” (Annex 19). He stated that the 
objective of establishing the ATWG is mainly to strengthen cooperation of the ASEAN to 
increase bargaining position of ASEAN tuna products in international market through product 
diversification, value added products, and upgrading the quality and food safety. He informed 
the meeting that ATWG had already conducted four (4) annual meetings since 2010, and the 
next meeting is scheduled in June 2014. The results of these four meetings indicated mainly 
the progress of implementation of the Strategic Plan of Action 2011-2014. As also mentioned 
in the report, technical assistance is needed by the Member States, especially on stock 
assessment and capacity building and the development of ASEAN Tuna Eco-labeling is now 
on-going. In the coming years, ATWG will focus on enhancing regional alliance among 
ASEAN countries in order to support the shortages of tuna raw materials in some ASEAN 
member countries. 
 
SEAFDEC Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department 

 
33. The representative from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD, Ms Noorul Azliana Jamaludin 
presented information on the project on “The Use of Genetic Study in Fishery Resource 
Management” (Annex 20). She expounded on how population genetics analysis can be used 
in effective neritic tuna management, and pointed out that neritic tuna is a highly migratory 
species, which occur together in small or large aggregations and thus may lead to genetic 
variations. However, DNA marker technique is used as a tool to reveal the genetic variation in 
fish. 
 
34. The uses of genetics in fishery management were also explained, specifically to: (a) 
differentiate stock discrimination (single stock/sub population/different stock), (b) determine 
migration pattern, (c) assess individual mixed stock fisheries, and (d) evaluate the response of 
stocks to fishing exploitation. Finally, she stated that the findings from the said population 
genetics study could provide important initial information on stock assessment and useful in 
the development of a management strategy for these species. 
 
35. The representative from FAO/RAP, Dr. Simon Funge-Smith informed the meeting that 
the Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem (BOBLME) project based in Phuket, Thailand 
had indicated strong interest to support the study of genetics of tonggol tuna (Thunnus 
tonggol) and possibly other neritic tuna species in Bay of Bengal area, particularly in areas of 
Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia. He also stated that BOBLME would like to provide some 
funding and expressed the hope that Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand would make a joint 
proposal with MFRDMD using the mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) approach for this study. He 
emphasized this would be a good platform for SEAFDEC to help its Member Countries in this 
research area, considering the strong capacity of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD to conduct this kind 
of research. He further commented that this collaboration would be the first step to promote 
co-management or joint management measures for fish stocks at regional level. 
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36. The representative from the Department of Fisheries Malaysia, Mr. Samsudin bin Basir 
commented that genetic study is a very important approach in fishery management, and 
explained that two proposals had been sent to DOF Malaysia, one for the Andaman Sea areas 
under BOBLME and IOTC projects, and the second from the private sector. He also stated the 
limitations of Malaysia regarding this matter, as there are only two research officers to carry 
out genetic study research. However, he indicated that there is a need to discuss the proposals 
regarding fund availability and coordination between Thailand and Indonesia. With regards to 
Sulu-Sulawesi Sea areas, there is also a possibility for good collaboration with Philippines and 
Indonesia under the CTI-CFF Program. 
 

VI. OVERVIEW OF THE STATUS OF NERITIC TUNA RESOURCES AND 
EXPLOITATION IN THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN WATERS 

 
37.  The SEAFDEC Policy and Program Coordinator, Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon 
presented the status of neritic tuna production in Southeast Asian Waters, specifically pointing 
out that the region’s National Focal Points had been compiling information on the exploitation 
of tuna resources in Southeast Asian waters. However, by the very nature of the data provided 
by various sources, the origin of tuna landings in the Southeast Asian countries remains 
unclear. 
 
38. During the discussion, the representative from Thailand, Ms. Praulai Nootmorn 
inquired about the absence of tuna production data for Thailand in 2006-2008, even if such 
data is surely available in the country’s national statistics. In response, it was explained that 
the information shown in the presentation would be updated with the cooperation of the 
National Focal Point for Thailand. 
 
39. While informing the Meeting that the quantity of by-catch of some gears with respect to 
the catch of neritic tuna is below 10%, the representative from Malaysia, Mr. Samsudin bin 
Basir cited that it might be difficult to proceed with the management of this shared stock. He 
therefore suggested that in collecting data, information on both management and production 
must be compiled. He mentioned that the experience of regional organizations on the 
management of oceanic tuna as well as efforts carried out by SEAFDEC could be compiled to 
be used as reference for the proposed management of neritic tuna fisheries. Furthermore, it 
was also clarified that in some countries, tunas are not target species so that tuna species 
comprises only about less than 10% of total production from marine capture fisheries.  
 
40. The representative from the Philippines, Ms. Elaine G. Garvilles confirmed that in view 
of the effective identification of tuna species composition in the country, the Philippine 
production data in 2010 was more than that of 2004, in spite of the fact that the method used 
to collect the data is the same. Moreover, the representative from Thailand, Ms. Praulai 
Nootmorn suggested that starting with this Meeting, neritic tuna should not be considered as 
by-catch but should instead be classified as retained catch. 
 
41. With regards to the request of the representative from Vietnam Mr. Nguyen Ba Thong 
for SEAFDEC to establish a database for neritic tuna species in the region, it was suggested 
that since databases already exist in some countries, these could be streamlined and analyzed 
in such way that data on neritic tunas could be established at the national level. Therefore, by 
making use of these national databases, the sub-regional neritic tuna database could then be 
established. 
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42. In response to the query of the representative from Indonesia Mr. Tegoeh Noegroho 
about the production data of Indonesia which had been analyzed using 10 coastal areas when 
in fact Indonesia is separated into management areas, it was explained that the data analysis 
made use of fishing grounds instead of management areas. In this way, production from the 
Straits of Malacca could be incorporated in the said data analysis. 
 

VII.  BREAKOUT GROUP DISCUSSION 
 

43. In order to proceed with the development of action plans for the management of tuna 
resources in the Southeast Asian waters, the participants were divided into three (3) sub-
regional groups representing the relevant three (3) sub-regions, namely: South China Sea, 
Gulf of Thailand and Andaman Sea, and Sulu-Sulawesi Sea. The sub-regional groups were 
tasked to brainstorm and discuss the existing issues and concerns, the possible management 
needs, and plans of action for the specific sub-regions.  
 
South China Sea (Indonesia, East Malaysia (Sabah-Sarawak), Philippines, Vietnam) 

 
44. The representative from Vietnam, Mr. Nguyen Ba Thong presented the results of the 
sub-regional group which discussed the issues and management measures of neritic tuna in 
the South China Sea (Annex 21). He informed the Meeting that this sub-regional group 
identified eight (8) issues at national level and four (4) major sub-regional issues that include 
the status and trend of neritic tuna, regional management, trade, and resources enhancement. 
 
45. During the discussion, the representative from the Philippines suggested that expansion 
of the coverage area for data collection on stock assessment should be added at the national 
level.  
 
46. The representative of Malaysia shared the view that Indonesia should be the lead 
country with respect to trade as indicated in the sub-regional issues and concerns, since trade 
issue is a concern under the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) with 
the ASEAN Tuna Working Group (ATWG) as coordinating body, thus, duplication of work 
could be avoided. However, it was clarified that this issue should be discussed further since 
currently the terms of reference of ATWG are specific wherein the expansion of trade in 
ASEAN tuna products for the international market focuses on oceanic tuna. 
 
47. The representative from FAO/RAP, Dr. Simon Fung-Smith suggested that in order to 
enhance intra-regional trade, the countries should focus on the harmonization of regional 
catch documentation with the support from SEAFDEC. The Meeting was informed that the 
Council Directors of SEAFDEC already endorsed the development of the regional catch 
documentation, where tuna has been given a priority and that Singapore was proposed to be 
the lead country. 
 
Gulf of Thailand and Andaman Sea (Thailand, Cambodia, Peninsular Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Vietnam, Indonesia) 

 
48. The Meeting took note of the presentation of the second group for the Gulf of Thailand 
and Andaman Sea (Annex 22). The priority issues identified from their discussions included: 
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(a) inadequate data collection, (b) IUU fishing, (c) port state measures, (d) vessels registration, 
and (e) improvement of fishing technology, and post-harvest and preservation. 
 
49. The representative from FAO/RAP informed the Meeting that a training course on port 
state measures would be conducted by FAO as soon as the target group of port inspectors at 
fishing ports is identified. The training aims to enhance the knowledge of the target group on 
port state measures and will emphasize on methodologies and techniques of recording and 
reporting procedures as well as promoting collaboration among other agencies and 
organizations. 
 
50. In this connection, the Meeting requested FAO/RAP to support the local translation of 
the handbook on port state measures to provide the national officers who will be involved in 
the training with better understanding on the issues. However, FAO stated that the cost of 
local translation is very high and the translation usually can be shouldered by the national 
plan/program of each country. 
 
51. The Meeting was also informed that several training courses on port state measures are 
being conducted by other international organizations. In this regard, SEAFDEC was requested 
to coordinate with its Member Counties regarding this training. 
 
Sulu-Sulawesi Sea (Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia) 

 
52. The representative from Indonesia, Mr Irwan Jatmiko presented the results of the third 
discussion group on the Sulu-Sulawesi Sea (Annex 23) area. The representatives from 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Philippines presented the common issues of the three (3) concerned 
countries at national level. The main issue discussed at the national level was the insufficiency 
of data collection for significant neritic tuna landing areas. The other issues raised in the 
discussion included inadequate capacity building programs, especially for: (a) fish data 
collection, (b) stock assessment, (c) fish identification, (d) compliance with international 
regulations such as Port State Measures (PSM), and (e) genetics study. Lastly, the common 
issues for each country were also discussed, such as lack of funding in terms of infrastructures, 
capacity building, and research and development. Several recommendations were laid out 
during the Meeting such as the harmonization of data collection method/mechanism, and 
proposals for collaborative research program in Sulu-Sulawesi Sea were also mentioned. 
 
53. The representative from Malaysia, Mr Samsudin Basir suggested that the project 
proposal on data collection could be made under the CTI-CFF as it has already an existing 
forum and platform for this type of study.  It is now up to each respective country whether or 
not to include neritic tuna as part of their priority project.  
 
54. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Dr. Chumnarn Pongsri explained that there is a 
possibility of developing collaboration between CTI-CFF and SEAFDEC, and added that 
harmonization of data collection is a good practice and should be extended to other sub-
regions such as South China Sea, Gulf of Thailand, and Andaman Sea. In this connection, he 
suggested that there should be a single or common template for all the sub-regions which 
should be created to facilitate easier reporting of data. 
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VIII. WAY FORWARD FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL PLAN OF 
ACTION FOR RESPONSIBLE NERITIC TUNA FISHERIES 

 
55. Based on the discussions on the issues and concerns about neritic tuna fisheries by the 
three sub-regional groups focusing on the important tuna fishing grounds in the region, the 
prioritized issues to be addressed in the development of the Regional Plan of Action for 
Responsible Neritic Tuna Fisheries, were identified which include the following: 
 

National Level 
1. Open access, management of fishing capacity 
2. Resources, status and trend of neritic tuna 
3. Insufficient data/information, inadequate data collection system 
4. IUU Fishing including transshipment, double flagging, poaching 
5. Post-harvest losses 
6. Appropriate fishing gears and practices 
7. Infrastructure of fishing ports/landing sites 
8. Working conditions, labor issues 
9. Capacity building 

 
Sub-regional Level 
1. Sub-regional management of neritic tuna 
2. Assessment of the status and trend of neritic tuna at sub-regional level through the 

establishment of Working Group 
3. Intra-regional trade 
4. Sharing of data and information 
5. Cooperation with other sub-regional, regional, international organizations 

 
56. In order to proceed forward, the Meeting proposed that drafting of the Regional Plan of 
Action for Sustainable Neritic Tuna Fisheries (RPOA-Neritic Tuna) should be a priority. This 
could be done through the conduct of Regional Technical Consultation to finalize the RPOA-
Neritic Tuna, and awareness campaign to enable the countries to adopt the RPOA-Neritic 
Tuna which could be used as reference for the concerned countries in developing their 
corresponding National Plans of Action (NPOA-Neritic Tuna), Annex 24.  
 
57. For the development of the RPOA-Neritic Tuna, the Meeting agreed with the 
establishment of four working groups representing the South China Sea, Sulu-Sulawesi Sea, 
Gulf of Thailand, and Andaman Sea, and that the Strategic Plan and TOR of the Working 
Groups should be developed. Moreover, to be able to carry out these activities, funding could 
be sourced from donors as well as support from the participating countries through a cost-
sharing policy. 
 
58. In order to help the countries in the development of the plan of action for regional 
cooperation on Neritic Tuna, the Meeting considered it necessary to develop capacity 
building/training programs. Moreover, the process could also include the development of 
standard operating procedures (SOPs), tools and standardized data collection system, which is 
crucial for the stock assessment of neritic tuna species. In addition, biological study on the 
neritic tuna could be carried out to support the development of management plan for 
sustainable neritic tuna fisheries in the Southeast Asian region. 
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59. In the discussion, it was also agreed that a roadmap or an annotated plan with 
corresponding timelines, should be prepared taking into consideration the results of this 
Meeting. In addition, cross-cutting issues should also be included in the plan. The said plan 
will be submitted for review during the forthcoming meeting of the SEAFDEC Program 
Committee for consideration and endorsement to the SEAFDEC Council. 
 

IX. INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS RESPONSES 
 
60. After the presentation of the sub-groups’ outputs and a summary of the way forward for 
the development of the Regional Plan of Action for Responsible Neritic Tuna Fisheries, 
representatives from the organizations and projects were invited to express their views 
regarding the proposed cooperation. 
 
61. The representative from the ASEAN Tuna Working Group commended SEAFDEC for 
the conduct of this Meeting and assured that the results of the Meeting would be used as basis 
for possible cooperation with the Working Group. The representative from FAO/RAP 
complimented SEAFDEC for the conduct of the Workshop since neritic tuna resources have 
not been given attention by regional fisheries organizations that focus mainly on the oceanic 
tuna. SEAFDEC therefore is in a better position to work on the management of the neritic 
tuna resources considering that neritic tuna is a very important trans-boundary economic 
commodity.  
 
62. The private sector representatives expressed their gratitude to SEAFDEC and the 
Member Countries for the invitation to attend this Meeting. They shared the information that 
private funds could be made available to support some activities, especially in the Andaman 
Gulf. They assured the Meeting that communication with SEAFDEC and the Member 
Countries would be maintained. The RPOA-IUU representative also conveyed their 
appreciation for the invitation and indicated that the results of the Meeting would be very 
useful for managing the fisheries resources in the region. 
 

X. CLOSING OF THE MEETING 
 
63. In his closing remarks, the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Dr. Chumnarn Pongsri 
thanked the participants for their active participation that enabled the Meeting to clarify many 
issues with regards to neritic tuna fisheries in the region. He also expressed the gratitude to 
the participants for discussing the issues and concerns on neritic tuna fisheries, the results of 
which are necessary for the development of the draft RPOA for sustainable Neritic Tuna 
Fisheries in Southeast Asian Waters. After wishing the participants safe journey for their 
respective home countries, he declared the Meeting closed.  
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Annex 2 
Opening Remarks 

 
By Dr. Magnus Torell, Senior Advisor of SEAFDEC 

 
To all our distinguished guests, participants, Ladies and Gentlemen….Good Morning! 
 
First of all, our Secretary-General, Dr. Chumnarn Pongsri would like to convey his apologize 
for not being here today due to another conflicting schedule; however, he will be able to join 
us tomorrow. 
 
Thus, on behalf of the SEAFDEC Secretary-General, I would like to warmly welcome 
everyone to the city of Songkhla here in Songkhla Province, Thailand for this Consultative 
Meeting on Regional Cooperation on Sustainable Neritic Tuna Fisheries in the Southeast 
Asian Waters. 
  
As part of our role to assist member countries and the region as a whole in addressing 
technical issues that are of priority for the countries in the region, this meeting will try to 
address the challenge of developing an action plan, or a set of action plans, for the sustainable 
management of neritic tuna fisheries, processing and trade at national, sub-regional and 
regional levels. We will start by gathering all the available data and information on the 
harvesting, landings processing and trade including information on the migration and status of 
neritic tuna stocks in the region.  
 
All of the guests here including policy makers, researchers and private sector are encouraged 
to participate in the activities, and with particular attention on the development of an action 
plan for regional cooperation on neritic tuna. Hence, let us maximize our involvement in this 
meeting, and use this as a forum for sharing information and fostering a shared sense of 
purpose and direction.  
 
Also, we are very fortunate to be offered support through the SEAFDEC-Sida Cooperation in 
order for us to reinforce the importance of having updated information on the various stages 
of the supply chain of neritic tuna and tuna like species as a basis for recommendations on 
some actions that we might wish to undertake in order to have a more complete picture of 
these species and the pattern of utilization. 
 
With these targets in mind, your utmost participation in this gathering is needed. We all look 
forward to see the outcome of this meeting as I believe that an appropriate and effective 
neritic tuna management at the national and sub-regional levels will be even more important 
in the years to come.  

 
Let me conclude by again wishing our guests and participants a nice stay here in Songkla. 
 
On behalf of SEAFDEC, allow me to thank you all in advance for coming here.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



22 
 

Annex 3 
Provisional Prospectus 

I. Background  

Throughout the Southeast Asian region, tunas are commonly found and abundant, including 
several species of oceanic and neritic tunas. While the oceanic tunas migrate over larger areas, 
the neritic tunas such as longtail tuna (Thunnus tonggol), kawakawa or eastern little tuna 
(Euthynnus affinis), frigate tuna (Auxis thazard) and bullet tuna (Auxis rochei) are more 
common within the economic zones and sub-regional seas of Southeast Asia.  In common, all 
tuna resources have a high economically importance generating export revenues for the 
countries of the region as well as to provide important protein sources for domestic 
consumption.  While availability of oceanic tuna has been declining, neritic tuna species are 
gaining more economic importance. Neritic tuna species have increasingly become the target 
for commercial and local fisheries as attractive prices are offered by processing companies. 
However, there are still uncertainties on the distribution, migration utilization of tuna stocks 
in the waters and sub-regions of Southeast Asia. Without further clarification and dialogue, it 
would be difficult to develop appropriate tuna management plans at national and sub-regional 
levels. 

While management efforts with regards to the exploitation of oceanic tunas is covered by 
recommendations provided by the Tuna Regional Fisheries Management Organizations, such 
as the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) and the West Central Pacific Fisheries 
Commission (WCPFC), there are important work to be done within the Southeast Asian 
Region to promote common approaches to management of the utilization of neritic tunas. To 
ensure the sustainable use of available regional resources and to maximize economic benefits 
for the Region, it is crucial to seek for collaborative management plans for neritic tuna 
fisheries in the region and sub-regions. Regional collaboration has been, and will continue to 
be, crucial for the sustainability of these rich and important trans-boundary resources. This 
was also emphasized by the 45th SEAFDEC Council Meeting in 2013 that called for the 
development of a plan of action regional cooperation on neritic tunas in the Southeast Asian 
Region (paragraphs 65, 66 and 70 of the SEAFDEC Council Report). 
During the 45th SEAFDEC Council Meeting, the SEAFDEC Council Directors supported a 
proposal to strengthen regional cooperation to promote conservation and management for 
sustainable neritic tuna fisheries in the Southeast Asian Waters as proposed by SEAFDEC 
Secretariat. Through regional and sub-regional cooperation the countries – and producers – 
need to be able to show and verify the sustainability of targeted neritic tuna fisheries. 
 
The Council Directors agreed that SEAFDEC Secretariat should develop a (draft) plan of 
action, which could include aspects such as efforts to enhance traceability, tuna catch 
certification, the conduct of joint stock assessments of tuna resources, etc. (paragraph 66 and 
70 Council Report).  Successful implementation would help combating illegal and destructive 
(IUU) fishing on neritic tuna resources in the Southeast Asian Region. However, the focus for 
the regional plan of action on neritic tunas should, as mentioned above, be seen in the 
perspective of oceanic tunas already being covered by RFMOs and the existing “ASEAN 
Tuna Working Group” 
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II. Rationale of the Meeting  
 

To accommodate the recommendations and request by the SEAFDEC Council, the SEAFDEC 
Secretariat is organizing this event to build upon experiences available at SEAFDEC and 
partner organizations at regional and sub-regional level and to build a platform to coordinate a 
process to facilitate improved dialogue and cooperation on “regional” (neritic) tuna resources.  
Available information and data on the use, migration and status of neritic tuna in the region 
and sub-regions is available in a range of rather scattered sources and project documents. The 
event will attempt to have some of the information available to the meeting. Given the 
information provided a set of working groups will be established to provide an update on what 
is actually known with regards to status and mobility of targeted neritic resources (such long 
tail/tonggol tuna) in the region as a whole and/or identified sub-regions.  
 
With an aim to build a solid basis for the development of an action plan for regional 
cooperation on neritic tuna in the Southeast Asian Region, and parallel to the establishment 
of working groups, closer cooperation will be worked out with countries and partners at sub-
regions, such as the Andaman Sea, the Gulf of Thailand, the Sulu-Sulawesi Seas and the 
Arafura-Timor Seas. In the ASEAN/Southeast Asia region dialogue will be maintained with 
the ASEAN Secretariat (and relevant ASEAN Working Groups and initiatives), the RPOA-
IUU as well as FAO/APFIC.  
 
The event will primarily be facilitated with support from the SEAFDEC-Sida cooperation. 
 
The initiative will also seek to here from and coordinate with specific projects aiming towards 
the (documented) sustainability of targeted neritic tuna species such as the tonggol project 
(Sida, Sustainable Fisheries Partnership, Abba Seafood, DOF Thailand, and other DOFs in the 
region). Aspects of the need to strengthen national and regional initiatives were emphasized 
by the 45th SEAFDEC and a range of cooperating entities and collaborating partners were 
mentioned, such as: 
 
Cooperating entities (national): 
 
Indonesia: 

 Tuna Observation Institute in Bali (since 1990) 
 Tuna Center in Bindung for the Sulu-Sulawesi Seas,  

 
Philippines” 

 Working Group on tuna stock assessment ((Philippines paragraph 67 Council Report) 
In support of the need to link with national initiatives Brunei Darussalam stressed the 
importance to avoid duplication of efforts with tuna management working groups at national 
level (Brunei – paragraph 68 Council Report) 
 
Collaborating partners (national, international and ASEAN Region) 

 Tuna Fisheries Associations (paragraph 64 Council Report) 
 Capture and Processing Sectors (paragraph 64 Council Report) 
 Exporters (paragraph 64 Council Report) 
 Government Offices (paragraph 64 Council Report) 

Cooperating regional entities (ASEAN Region and sub-regions): 
 

 ASEAN Secretariat 
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 ASEAN Tuna Working Group 
 CTI-CFF 
 RPOA-IUU 
 BOBLME 

 
III. Objective of the Meeting 

 
1. To provide an update on available information on neritic tunas in the region and sub-

regions as well as to establish working groups to provide a more complete picture on 
neritic tunas in the region and sub-regions (availability, utilization, landings, processing 
and trade  

2. To establish steps to be taken on the development of a “Regional Plan of Action on 
Regional Cooperation on Sustainable Neritic Tuna Fisheries in the Southeast Asian 
Waters” 

3. To identify focal points and resource persons for the establishment of a taskforce on the 
development of a Regional Plan of Action 

4. Indicate of sub-regions of specific importance to neritic tuna fisheries (including landing, 
processing and trade) 

5. To provide recommendations on the continued involvement of the private sector 
(producers, processing industry and traders) including small-scale operators 
 

IV. Expected outputs of the Meeting 
 

1. Updates provided on neritic tunas in the region and sub-regions (resources, utilization, 
landings, processing and trade) and gaps in available information indicated 

2. Working Groups (regional and/or sub-regional) established to further generate a more 
complete picture on the importance and status of neritic tunas 

3. Recommendations provided on the developments of a “Regional Plan of Action on 
Regional Cooperation on Sustainable Neritic Tuna Fisheries in the Southeast Asian 
Waters”.   

4. Focal points and resource persons identified (national and regional) for the establishment 
of a taskforce/working groups  

6. Sub-regions of specific importance to neritic tuna fisheries (including landing, processing 
and trade) identified 

7. Recommendations provided on the continued involvement of the private sector 
(producers, processing industry and traders) including small-scale operators 
 

V. Expected participants 
 

1. Two Participants from each ASEAN/SEAFDEC Member Countries (Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam): one from policy maker, management, another one from researchers 
Japan on their own cost (observer) 

2. Timor-Leste and Papua New Guinea  
3. FAO/APFIC, ASEAN Sec (ASEAN Tuna Working Group), CTI-CFF, RPOA-IUU, 

BOBLME, IOTC 
4. SEAFDEC officials from SEC, TD, MFRDMD 
5. Private sector (producers, processing industry and traders) and national centers 
6. Others (JTF, Sida, SwAM, USAID, etc) 
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Annex 4 
Agenda 

Agenda 1 Opening of the Meeting 
Agenda 2 Background of the Meeting, objectives of the Meeting and Adoption of the 

Agenda and Meeting Arrangement 
Agenda 3 Current Situation of Neritic Tuna in the Southeast Asian region: Fisheries, 

Imports, Exports and Processing  
Agenda 4 Status and Patterns of Utilization of Neritic Tuna by Sub-region of Southeast 

Asian and adjacent waters 
Agenda 5 Other Initiatives in the Region to Verify Sustainability of Neritic Tuna 

Resources 
Agenda 6 Overview of the Status of Neritic Tuna Resources and Exploitation in the 

Southeast Asian Waters 
Agenda 7 Breakout group discussion 
Agenda 8 Way Forward for the Development of Regional Plan of Action for Responsible 

neritic Tuna Fisheries 
Agenda 9 International and Regional Organizations Responses 
Agenda 10 Closing of the meeting 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



26 
 

Annex 5 
Country Review in Cambodia 

 
UY Ching  

 
Acting Chief of Freshwater Fisheries Division, Department of Fisheries Affairs of 

Fisheries Administration, Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries, Cambodia. 
 
Fisheries in Cambodia constitute both an integral part of rural livelihoods and a major contributor to 
the national economy and food security. Fish provide more than 75 % of the total animal protein intake 
in people's diets and the fishery includes more than 1.5 million full time jobs and involves at least 6 
million people in fishing activities.  
 
The goal of the fisheries sector in Cambodia is to maximize the contribution of fisheries to the 
achievement of national development objectives. While Cambodia is the fourth nation for the inland 
fisheries production in the world, coastal fisheries management is a relatively new subject for the 
Fisheries Administration. The Fisheries Administration (FiA) already took action to promote inland 
and marine aquaculture in order to reduce the fishing effort, and ensure people’s livelihoods, income 
and food security. 
 
Cambodia has no adequate statistics system for marine fisheries, and there is also direct trading on the 
sea with the vessels from neighboring countries. As such the FiA could not assess the quantities of 
catch by vessel fisheries and small scale fisheries. Fisheries Law Enforcement by the FiA inspector 
cannot work well due to lack of budget and equipment. The coastline is short, 435km and the EEZ 
boundary is not yet agreed with neighboring countries.  Cambodia doesn’t have resource management 
system for vessel fisheries. In an effort to meet these challenges Cambodia has launched the Marine 
Fisheries Research and Development Institute. Cambodia needs to start monitoring systems for 
objective fisheries resource management. There is no experience to monitor marine species so far. 
Indian mackerel or short body mackerel can be a candidate species to monitor their resource status as 
there are some restrictions on Indian Mackerel, which is restricted to catch from March 15th to April 
15th.   Cambodia needs adequate resources to support the operation of the institute. 
 
In regards to fishing gear for the marine sector a trawler is categorized as large and middle scale to 
operate the EEZ deeper than 20m with more than 50HP engine. Small scale: includes gill-nets, and 
unlicensed fisheries vessels with less than 33 HP or non- power boat or less than 5 tone operating in 
shallower than 20m. All marine fishing ports are private, the major fishing ports are Koh Kong , 
Kampongsom and Kampot. There is no wholesale fish market in Cambodia. The transportation and 
distribution system relies on private small transporters connecting coastal and inland provinces or with 
neighboring countries. There are no existing fishery related associations or cooperatives, but 
traditional fishing groups exist.  
 
Cambodia is not typically associated with Tuna because the marine areas around Cambodia are around 
50 to 80 meters, and the higher temperature is not suitable for Tuna. In Cambodia Tuna is not a target 
species. Tuna landing, processing and trade are not currently reported on. As Cambodia’s sea connects 
with the Gulf of Thailand, which does have a tuna fishery and Cambodia is member of Asian country 
so that Cambodia needs to manage and follow up Tuna 
deal and Tuna processes. 
 
Cambodia has a policy to promote and encourage fishing activities in the EEZ and in the international 
fishing grounds by strictly implementing the regional code of conduct for responsible fisheries and the 
laws of kingdom of Cambodia, and looks forward to enhancing marine fisheries management 
including Tuna Fisheries as part of this process.  
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Annex 6 
 
Review of Fishery, Biology, and Population Dynamic of Several neritic Tuna Species in 

Indonesia (Case Study in West Coast Sumatera Eastern Indian Ocean and Sulawesi Sea) 
 

Tegoeh Noegroho 
 

Researcher, Research Institute of Marine Fisheries, Agency of Marine and Fisheries Research 
Institute, MMAF Republic of Indonesia, Jl. Muara Baru Ujung, Komp Pelabuhan Perikanan 

Samudera Nizam Zachman, Jakarta 14440 
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Annex 7 
Neritic Tuna in Peninsular Malaysia 

 
Effarina Mohd Faizal 

 
Research Officer, Fisheries Research Institute Kg Acheh, Department of Fisheries Malaysia 

Kompleks Perikanan Kg Acheh, 32000 Sitiawan, Perak, Malaysia 
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Annex 8 
Overview of Neritic Tuna in Sabah and Sarawak Water 

 
Salehudin bin Jamon 

 
Senior Research Officer, Fisheries Research Institute Kg Acheh, Department of Fisheries 

Malaysia, Kompleks Perikanan Kg Acheh, 32000 Sitiawan, Perak, Malaysia 
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Annex 9 
Neritic Tuna Information of Myanmar 

 
Hlwan Moe Zaw 

 
Fisheries officer, Department of Fisheries, Ministry of Livestock Fisheries and Rural 

Development, Myanmar 
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Annex 10 
Current Situation of Neritic Tuna Resource in the Philippines 

 
Ruben J. Jardin 

 
Regional Director, BFAR-IV-B, 3rd Floor, Conception Bldg. , Rizal St. San Vicente, Calapan 

City, Oriental Mindanao 
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Annex 11 
Review on the Neritic Tuna Fisheries in Thailand 

 
Chalit Sa-Nga-Ngam 

 
Fishery Biologist, Department of Fisheries, 77 Moo 7 Vichit Sub-district, Maung Distric, 

Phuket 83000 
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Annex 12 
Situation of Neritic Tuna Fisheries in Vietnamese Waters 

 
Nguyen Thi Hong Nhung 

 
Fishery Officer, Department of Science Technology and International Cooperation, Fisheries 
Administration, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development , No. 10 Nguyen Cong Hoan 

Street, Ba Dinh District, Ha Noi, Vietnam 
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Annex 13 
Status of Neritic Tunas in the Gulf of Thailand 

 
Praulai Nootmorn 

 
Director of the Fisheries Research and Development Bureau, Department of Fisheries, Kaset-

Klang, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand 
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Annex 14 
 

Introduction to Neritic Tuna Fishery in Vietnam: Case study conducted in 2012 
 

Nguyen Ba Thong 
 

Researcher, Fisheries Information Center, Directorate of Fisheries (D-fish), Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, No. 10 Nguyen Cong Hoan Street, Ba Dinh District, Ha 

Noi, Vietnam. 
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Annex 15 
 
Sustainable and Conservation of neritic Tuna Fisheries: Sharing Experience from IOTC 
 

Samsudin bin Basir 
 

Senior Research Officer, Fisheries Research Institute Kg Acheh, Department of Fisheries 
Malaysia, Kompleks Perikanan Kg Acheh, 32000 Sitiawan, Perak, Malaysia 
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Annex 16 
 

Framework of Joint Research Program on Tuna Resources in Sulu-Sulawesi Sea 
 

 Penchan Laongmanee 
 

Head of Fishing Ground and Fishery Oceanography Section, SEAFDEC Training 
Department, Samut Prakan, Thailand 
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Annex 17 
Tuna Management in Thai Waters 

 
Praulai Nootmorn 

 
Director of the Fisheries Research and Development Bureau, Department of Fisheries, Kaset-

Klang, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, Thailand 
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Annex 18 
 

A Long Term Future for Longtail Tuna – A Private Sector Initiative 
 

Narin Niruttinanon 
 

General Manager, 979/13-16, M Floor, SM Tower, Phaholyothin Road, Samsennei, 
Phayathai, Bangkok 10400, Thailand 
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Annex 19 
 

ASEAN Tuna Working Group (Status, Issues and Way Forward) 
 

Machmud 
 

Deputy Director, Foreign Market Information and Analysis, Directorate of Foreign Market 
Development, Directorate General of Fish Product Processing and Marketing, MMAF 

Republic of Indonesia, Jl Medan Merdeka Timur No.16 Gedung Mina Bahari III, 13th Floor, 
Jakarta, Indonesia 
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Annex 20 
The Use of Genetic Study in Fishery Resource Management 

 
Noorul Azliana Jamaludin 

 
Research Officer, Chendering Fishery Garden, 21080 Kuala Terengganu, Terengganu, 

Malaysia 
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Annex 21 
 

Group A: South China Sea (Indonesia, Malaysia (Sabah, Sarawak), Philippines, Vietnam) 
 

In South China Sea Area countries reported that status of neritic tuna resources still healthy. Except for 
Malaysia where neritic tuna is bycatch, the other countries indicated that neritic tuna are target species. 
 
Prioritized 
Issues and 
Concerns 

Management needs Responsible 
groups of 
agencies 

 Time 
frame 

Remarks 

National Level     Required Policy 
Support from 
Government 

 Open access 
fisheries 

 Fishing 
capacity/effort 
(e.g. adopt boat 
activity coefficient 
(BAC) data 
collection for 
fishing effort 
estimation) 

 fisheries 
agencies of 
countries, 
research 
institutions 

 2014-
2018 

 Promotion of co-
management, 
Capacity 
Building, 
Sustaining 
budgetary 
allocation 

 Empowerment of 
fisheries 
associations 
(VN) 

 IUU Fishing/ 
Transshipment 
/Double 
Flagging 

 Sharing of 
information 
(vessel 
registration, 
licensing) 

 strengthen/increase 
MCS system to 
deter IUU fishing 

 Improvement of 
licensing, vessel 
registration, and 
use of VMS 
system 

 Strengthening 
cooperation among 
agencies involved 
in law enforcement 

 fisheries 
agencies, coast 
guard, navy, 
maritime 
agencies 

 2014-
2018 

 Promotion of 
MCS, VMS, 
observer program 

 Capacity building 
for fishing port 
authorities , 

 Sustaining 
budgetary 
allocation 

 Strengthening 
national vessel 
registration and 
licensing 

 Improvement of 
national laws and 
regulations 

 Insufficient 
data/informati
on (limited 
budget and 
human 
resources, 
inadequate 
legal 
framework) 

 Improving the data 
collection system 
e.g. biological 
data/information 
on spawning and 
nursery areas 
/season, migratory 
routes, etc 

 Improving data 
collection and 
compilation 
system 

 Strengthening 
cooperation with 
the private sector 
cooperation 

 statistics 
offices, 
fisheries 
agencies, 
research 
institutions 

 2014-
2017 

 Strengthening of 
biological 
research on 
neritic tuna 

 Strengthening 
cooperation 
among offices 
collecting 
statistics data 

 Strengthening 
capacity of 
officers in-charge 
of statistics data 
collection and 
compilation 

 Poor handling  Capacity building  fisheries  2014-  Capacity building 
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practices on 
boat and post-
harvest losses 

for vessel crew/port 
personnel 

agencies, 
extension 
offices, 
research 
institutions 

2018 

 Labor and 
working 
conditions 

 Develop/adapt 
guidelines on labor 
standards for 
fisheries 

 national labor 
offices, 
fisheries 
agencies 

 2014-
2018 

 Compilation of 
lessons and 
experiences of 
other countries 

 National 
management 

 NPOA- neritic tuna 
fisheries 
management 

 fisheries 
agencies 

 2014-
2018 

 Promotion of 
stock assessment 
activities 

 Poor 
infrastructure 
(facilities in 
fishing 
ports/landing 
sites) 

 Enhanced budget 
support 

 Fisheries 
agencies, port 
authorities 

 2014-
2018 

 

 Unfair benefits 
allocation 
(mainly comes 
to middlemen) 

 Development of 
cooperative small 
market and auction 
facilities 

 Local 
government 
units, local 
fisheries 
agencies 

 2014-
2018 

 

Sub regional Management needs Responsible 
groups or 
agencies 

Lead 
Countries 

Time 
frame 

Required 
collaborative 
arrangements and 
management 
cooperation 

Status and trend 
of neritic tuna 

 Establish neritic 
tuna working group 

 SOP on information 
/stock assessment 

SEAFDEC Philippines 2014-
2018 

 Policy and 
budgetary 
support 

Regional 
Management 

 Need for a RPOA 
Neritic Tuna 
Fisheries 
Management 

ALL SCS 
countries in 
cooperation with 
SEAFDEC 

Indonesia 2014-
2018 

 Sub-regional 
arrangements 

Trade  Adopt regional 
certification to 
enhance intra-
regional trade 

ALL SCS 
countries in 
cooperation with 
MFRDMD 

Malaysia 2014-
2018 

 Require 
harmonized 
recording of trade 
data 

Resources 
enhancement 

 Promotion and 
establishment of 
fishery refugia for 
neritic tuna 

All SCS 
countries in 
cooperation with 
UNEPSEAFDEC 
Project 

Vietnam 2014-
2018 

 Require scientific 
data 

 
Members of Group A: 
 
Indonesia:     Turman Hardianto Maha,Slamet 
Malaysia:     Noorul Azliana,Effarina Mohd Faizal 
Philippines:    Ruben J. Jardin 
Vietnam:     Nguyen Van Do,Nguyen Ba Thong (Group Leader),  
FAO/RAP:    Simon Funge-Smith 
SEAFDEC Secretariat: Somboon Siriraksophon (Facilitator), Suwanee Sayan, Virgilia T. Sulit,  
Rapporteurs:    Neil Catibog, Vankham Keophimphone 
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Annex 22 
Group B: Gulf of Thailand and Andaman Sea 

 
Prioritized 
Issues and 
Concerns 

Management needs Responsible 
groups of 
agencies 

Lead 
countries 

Time 
frame 

 

National Level     Required Policy 
Support from 
Government 

1. Lack of data 
collection (+ 
Overfishing) 

 Manage data 
collection at 
selected landing 
site; 

 Research include 
scientific survey, 
biological data, 
DNA genetic 

 Enhance capacity 
building on the data 
collection 

Scientific 
Working group 

Malaysia 2014-2016 
 
 
 
2015-2017 
 
 
 
2014 

 Manage FADs and 
light rolling purse 
seine 

 Selected fishing 
landing sites 

 Establish 
Scientific 
Working Group 

 Fishing efforts 

2. Combat IUU 
fishing 

 Promote and 
strengthen IUU 
fishing 

NPOA-IUU & 
RPOA-IUU 

Indonesia 2014-2019  National Plan of 
Action 

 Coordinate with 
RPOA-IUU 

3. Port State 
Measure 

 Training for trainer 
to local officer 

SEAFDEC Thailand 2014-2015  

4. Vessel 
registration 

 Training for trainer 
to local officer 

SEAFDEC  2014-2015  

5. Develop 
fishing 
technology 
(bycatch 
nontarget 
species; 
manage of 
FADs) 

 Demonstration and 
sea trials 

 Modification of 
nets 

 Reduction of 
manpower onboard 

 Training on fishing 
technology 

SEAFDEC Thailand 2014-2016  

6. Post-harvest 
and 
preservation 

 Training for trainer 
to local officer 

SEAFDEC Vietnam 2014-2016  

Sub regional 
level 

    Required 
collaborative 
arrangements and 
management 
cooperation 

1. Lack of data 
collection 

 Improving of data 
collection system 

 Research include 
scientific survey, 
biological data, 
DNA genetic 

 Enhance capacity 
building on the data 
collection 

 Malaysia 2014-2016 
 
2015-2017 
 
 
 
2014 

 

2. Combat IUU 
fishing 

 Data sharing 
mechanism make 
use of tonggol 
initiative 
 

RPOA-IUU Indonesia 2014-2019  
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3. Port State 
Measure 

 Regional training 
of training for 
trainer 

SEAFDEC Thailand 2014-2015 Conduct the 
regional training for 
trainer 

4. Data and 
information 
sharing on 
vessel 
registration 
more than 70 
GRT 

 Establishment of 
sub-regional 
mechanism for data 
sharing 

RPOA-IUU & 
SEAFDEC 

Malaysia 2015-2016  

5. Develop 
fishing 
technology 
(bycatch 
nontarget 
species; 
manage of 
FADs) 

 Training for trainer 
to national officer 

SEAFDEC & 
National 
institutes 

Thailand 2014-2016  

6. Improve Post-
harvest and 
preservation 

 Training for trainer 
to national officer 

SEAFDEC Vietnam 2014-2016   
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Annex 23 
 

Group C: Sulu-Sulawesi Sea (Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia) 
 

Facilitator :   Ms Penchan Laongmanee (SEAFDEC) 
Leader :    Mr Irwan Jatmiko (Indonesia) 
Members :   Mr Tegoeh Noegroho (Indonesia), Ms Yazeereen A Bakar (Malaysia), Mr 

Sallehudin bin Jamon (Malaysia), Ms Elaine G. Garvilles (Philippines), Ms. 
Sawitree Chamsai (SEAFDEC), Mr. Sayan Promjinda (SEAFDEC) 

Rapporteurs : Imelda Riti Rantty (SEAFDEC), Ms Hotmaida Purba (SEAFDEC) 
 
Prioritized 
Issues and 
Concerns 

Management needs Responsible 
groups of 
agencies 

Lead 
countries 

Time 
frame 

Required Policy 
Support from 
Government 

National Level      
1. Insufficient 

data collection 
in significant 
neritic tuna 
landings 
 

1.1 Stock 
assessment 

1.2 Biological 
data 

1. National Resource 
survey in Sulu 
Sulawesi sea 
(MAL) 

2. Improve the quality 
of data (improve an 
existing SOP) and 
secure management 
budget for data 
collection 
enumerator 

3. Biological and 
genetic study 

4. Develop a national 
consultation for 
fisheries 
management plan 
specific for SSS 
(INA) 

• BFAR 
• NFRDI 
• MMAF 
• DOFM 

 1. 2014- 
2015 
(DOFM) 
 

2. 2014-
2015 

1. 10th Malaysian Plan 
(2011-2015) 

2. Apply to potential 
donors for biological 
and genetic study 
(CTICFF, USAID) 

3. Yearly operating 
expenditure – Ministry 
of Finance Malaysia 
(MOFM) 

4. Secure fund from each 
respective countries 

2. Insufficient 
capacity 
building 

2.1 Fish data  
collection 

2.2 Stock 
assessment 

2.3 Fish 
identificatio
n 

2.4 Compliance 
with 
International 
Regulations 
– Port State 
Measure 
(PSM) 

2.5 Genetic 
study (INA) 

1. Provide training on: 
1.1 Fish data 

collection 
1.2 Stock assessment 
1.3 Fish 

identification 
1.4 Compliance with 

International 
Regulations–Port 
State Measure 
(PSM) 

1.5 Genetic study 
(INA) 

2. Compile and 
disseminate fish 
identification  
guide/manual/card/
poster (in national 
languages) 

• BFAR 
• NFRDI 
• MMAF 
• DOFM 

 2014-2017 
 
 
 
2014 

Secure fund from each 
respective countries 

3. Insufficient 
infrastructure 
(Port 
Management) 
–no specific 
port for tuna 

Develop new 
domestic tuna port in 
Semporna, Sabah 
(MAL) 

DOFM  2020 National Agriculture Plan 
IV (NAP4) 
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landing (only 
small jetty) 
(MAL & INA) 

4. Lack of 
funding for 
Research & 
Development 
(MAL) 

Submit application to 
Ministry of Science 
and Technology & 
Innovation (MOSTI) 

DOFM  2014-2017 Funding from national 
government 

5. Poor post 
harvest 
handling – on 
board and jetty 
(insufficient 
ice supply) 
(MAL) 

Submit application 
under Economic 
Transformation 
Program 

DOFM  2014-2020 Funding from national 
government 

Prioritized 
Issues and 
Concerns 

Management needs Responsible 
groups of 
agencies 

Lead 
countries 

Time 
frame 

Required collaborative 
arrangements and 
management 
cooperation 

Sub regional 
level 

     

1. Different data 
collection 
method/format 
between 
countries 

Harmonization of 
data collection 
method 

• BFAR 
• NFRDI 
• MMAF 
• DOFM 
• CTI-CFF 
• SEAFDEC 

Philippines 
(Proposed) 

2014 Standardized data 
collection mechanism 
(SOP) 

2. No integration 
of neritic data 
from 
concerned 
countries 

1. Resource survey in 
Sulu Sulawesi sea 
(include neritic 
tuna in Sulu 
Sulawesi Research 
framework) 

2. Sub regional 
working group 

2.1 Annual Meeting 
2.2 Set up subregional 

database 

• BFAR 
• NFRDI 
• MMAF 
• DOFM 
• CTI-CFF 
• SEAFDEC 

Indonesia 
(Proposed) 

2014-2017 Collaborative research 
program in Sulu-Sulawesi 
Sea 

Summary 
 
The common issues discussed concerning respected countries includes: 
1. Insufficient data collection in significant neritic tuna landings 
2. Insufficient capacity building such as fish data collection, stock assessment, fish identification, 

Compliance with International Regulations –Port State Measure (PSM) and genetic study. 
3. Lack of funding (infrastructure, capacity building, research and development) 
 
Recommendations : 
1. Improve the quality of data (improve an existing SOP) and secure management budget for data 

collection enumerator 
2. Provide relevant training needed by each countries. 
3. Propose to secure funds from national government 

 
Issues discussed in the regional level are : 
1. Different data collection method/format between countries 
2. No integration of neritic data from concerned countries 

 
Recommendations : 
1. Standardized data collection mechanism (SOP) 
2. Collaborative research program in Sulu-Sulawesi Sea 
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Annex24 
 

Prioritized Issues for Development Of The Regional Plan Of Action For Sustainable 
Neritic Tuna Fisheries 

 Prioritized Issues for Development of RPoA (National concerns) 
 
 Open Access, management of fishing capacity 
 IUU Fishing 

o Transshipment 
o Double Flagging, pouching 

 Resources, status and trend of neritic tuna: 
o SCS is still healthy 
o GOT and Andaman Sea is declining trends 
o Sulu-Sulawesi Sea ?? 

 Data collection system, Insufficient data/information 
 Post-harvest losses 
 Appropriated technology for fishing gears and devices 
 Infrastructure of fishing port /landing sites 
 Unfair benefits allocation 
 Working condition, Labor issues 
 Capacity building 

 Prioritized Issues for Development of RPoA (Regional concerns) 
 
 Assessment of neritic tuna at sub-regional level >Establishment of WG 
 Sub-regional fisheries management for neritic tuna > 
 Intra-regional trade: >harmonized standard catch documentation system 
 Sharing of fishing vessel data 

Way Forward 

RPoA Working group Capacity building 

1. Drafting of the Regional 
Plan of Action for 
Sustainable Neritic Tuna 
Fisheries 

2. Regional Technical 
Consultation to finalize the 
RPoA 

3. Country adoption 
4. Awareness campaign 

1. Establishing three 
working groups on SCS, 
Sulawesi Sea, and GOT-
AM seas 

2. Develop the Strategic 
Plan and TOR for WG 

3. Country adoption 
4. Funding support under 

cost shared policy 

1. Develop capacity 
building/training program 

2. Develop SOP, tools and 
standardize data collection 
system 

3. Conduct Regional 
Training Program 

 

 


