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REPORT OF THE 2nd SUB-REGIONAL TECHNICAL MEETING ON EFFECTIVE FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND THAILAND 

 
25-26 July 2017  

Bangkok, Thailand 
 
I. Opening of the Meeting 
 
1. The Second Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between 
Malaysia and Thailand was convened from 25 to 26 July 2017 in Bangkok, Thailand. The Meeting was 
attended by representatives from the Department of Fisheries (DOF) Malaysia and Thailand, Fisheries 
Development Authority of Malaysia, the senior officials from SEAFDEC Secretariat, SEAFDEC/TD, and 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD and members of the Regional Fisheries Policy Network (RFPN) for Indonesia, 
Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam. The list of participants appears as 
Annex 1. 
 
2. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Dr. Kom Silapajarn, welcomed the participants and 
expressed his gratitude to the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project for extending support and organizing the 
Meeting. He recalled participants that the first Meeting between Thailand and Malaysia was conducted in 
2014, in Penang, Malaysia, some key issues related to the fisheries cooperation between two countries 
were discussed such as transboundary resources and management of fishing capacity. He stated that this 
2nd Meeting Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between Malaysia and 
Thailand allowed both countries to update and follow-up some actions had been implemented so far and 
identify remain issues for continue implementation leading to fisheries sustainability around the Gulf of 
Thailand sub-region. Finally, he expressed the appreciation to participants for attending the Meeting. His 
Opening Remarks Appears as Annex 2. 

 
II. Introduction, Arrangement of the Meeting, and Adoption of the Agenda 

 
3. The SEAFDEC-Sweden Project Officer, Ms. Suntree Pumpuang, introduced the background of 
the Meeting and the objectives of the Meeting, as shown in the Prospectus (Annex 3). While noting the 
importance of the strengthening cooperation on fisheries management around the Gulf of Thailand, she 
emphasized that the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project has been implementing activities includes capacity 
building among the countries in the Gulf of Thailand where several issues were discussed among the 
countries such as the transboundary resource management (e.g. anchovies, Indo-Pacific mackerel, and 
blue swimming crab (AIB species) and Neritic tuna) and the cooperation among the Gulf of Thailand 
countries on monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) as well as facilitation of bilateral dialogues 
among border countries around the GOT to combating and reducing IUU fishing with the aim to 
strengthen for the formal cooperation among the countries.  

4. After her presentation of the proposed Agenda, then, the Agenda of the Meeting was adopted 
unanimously (Annex 4). 
 
III. Country Presentation on the Latest Development of Legal Framework and Management 

Action Plans for Fisheries Management 
 
5. The representative from DOF Thailand, Ms. Doungporn na Pombejra presented an outline and 
summary of legal framework under Thai Royal Ordinance on Fisheries; Royal Ordinance on Fisheries 
B.E. 2558 (2015) and Royal Ordinance on Fisheries (No.2) B.E. 2560 (2017). She informed the Meeting 
that these new legislations initiate a new system for Fisheries and Aquatic Animals Management. She 
mentioned further that the legislation also meant to resolve and prevent the illegal Fishing Activities and 
to deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) Fishing. Her presentation appears as 
Annex 5.  
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6. Under the new legislation, transshipment vessels that are registered under DOF Thailand are only 
allowed to transfer the catch at fishing port. The Meeting took note the suggestion that transshipment 
vessel should be monitored by observer on board. 
 
7. The Meeting also took note that under Malaysian Law, transfer or exchange of fishing crews at 
sea is not allowed. 
 
8. Meanwhile, the representative from DOF Malaysia, Mr. Bohari Leng presented the latest 
development of the legal framework and management action plan for fisheries in Malaysia. He informed 
the Meeting that the new zoning system has been introduced to the West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. 
He also stated that under this zoning system, 0 to 1 nautical mile from shore will become fisheries 
refugia. The Meeting was also informed that trawl fishing would be phased out from Zone B by year 
2020. He then explained about the establishment of National Committee on IUU fishing and fish stock 
and the strategic cooperation between DOF Malaysia and other enforcement agencies to implement 
fisheries regulations through the National Blue Ocean Strategy (NBOS). His presentation appears as 
Annex 6. 
 
9. Finally, DOF Malaysia emphasized that the Malaysian fishing vessels equipped with Vessel 
Monitoring System (VMS) are required to have the system active for at least 80 % for any given year a 
condition for license renewal. 
 
IV. Country Presentation on Procedures for Landing of Catches by Foreign Fishing Vessel 

includes Issuance of Documentation and Catch Certificates, Issues, and Challenges 
 

10. The representative from the DOF Thailand, Ms. Jaruwan Songphatkaew, presented the System 
and Procedures for Landing of Catches by Foreign Fishing Vessel in Thailand. She explained the path of 
fish and fishery products importation by vessel, by land, and by air according to Royal Ordinance on 
Fisheries Section. She explained about procedure to import fish and fishery product into Thailand. The 
vessel agent or vessel master has to submit the Advance Request for Port Entry (AREP) with relevant 
documents that need to be submitted before entering the port. The decision for allow port entry will be 
made by Head of Fisheries Information Officer (FIO). If vessels appear in IUU list or have been evidently 
involved in IUU fishing, they will not be allowed to entry port and will be reported to other FIO and 
relevant organization. 
 
11. Ms. Songphatkaew further explained the process for vessel’s inspection at port, where the 
authorized officers will check the appearance and take photos, check documents and evidences such as 
original copy of documents submitted to AREP, Fishing Logbook, VMS, Automatic Identification 
System (AIS) record, offloading plan, and other relevant documents. 
 
12. In relation to offloading process, Ms. Songphatkaew also explained about offloading monitoring 
scheme which cover the inspection of documents (e.g. import permit, custom declaration, invoice, bill of 
landing (BL), stowage plan, and offloading plan). She added that any failure or incomplete document 
under this monitoring scheme will stop further offloading process. The officers monitor offloading, check 
fish species, record fish weight and seal truck before leaving the port in order to prevent the illegal 
activities during transportation. However, she highlighted some issues that need to be clarified. The 
output appears in her presentation as Annex 7. 
 
13. The representative from the DOF Malaysia presented the issues and challenges of Managing of 
Foreign Fishing Vessels in Malaysia. She explained the procedures to verify deregistration of foreign 
fishing vessels and procedures for registration of fishing vessels under the Malaysian Fisheries Act 1985. 
She also highlighted some of the issues pertaining to the licensing of purchased foreign fishing vessels 
and proposed recommendations to overcome related problems. The presentation appears as Annex 8. 
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14. The representative from the DOF Malaysia concluded that, the successfully implementation of 
MCS needs close cooperation and strategic alliances regionally. This is crucial to ensure the sustainability 
of marine resources for the benefit of the nation and future generations. 
 
15. On the other hand, the Meeting was clarified that Malaysia allows the registration for foreign 
fishing vessels that were originally built and licensed in foreign countries. However, Malaysia has never 
issued and allowed Malaysian local fishing vessels to have repair work, offload catches and retrieve ice or 
other consumables from foreign countries.  
 
16. The Meeting was informed that DOF Malaysia has never approved Malaysian fishing vessels to 
enter Thai waters and therefore agreed for such vessels to be treated under the law enforcement of 
Thailand regulations to combat IUU fishing. 
 
17. The Meeting was highlighted that further communication is needed in relation to settle the 
differences in the legal status of fisheries activities in border areas including landing across borders. This 
is because the rules and regulations at both countries recognize fisheries activities as well as landing 
activities differently, either recognized as legal or illegal or vice versa. 
 
18. The Meeting agreed on a recommendation to enhance the communication and strengthen the 
collaboration among DOF Malaysia, DOF Thailand, and other relevant agencies related to fisheries 
matters in order to improve the weaknesses in the control system. In addition, the importance of inter-
agency collaboration between countries is also significant in order to improve the traceability system of 
the vessels. 
 
V. Follow up on the Progress Report on the Joint Action Plan with Specific Focus for Fisheries 

and Habitats Management in the Area of Western Gulf of Thailand 
 
5.1 Combating IUU Fishing 
 

19. The DOF Malaysia updated the Meeting of their activities to address the issue concerning double 
flagging. A focal person has been nominated to look into the IUU fishing activities. Regular exchange of 
information on licensing of fishing vessels between Regional Fisheries Management Organizations 
(RFMOs) and RPOA-IUU is on-going. In addition, the DOF Malaysia also informed the regular update of 
the Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR) under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC mechanism. 
 
20. It was reported in the Meeting that the DOF Malaysia places importance of capacity building 
activities, such as Port Inspection Training and educational trip to Phuket, Thailand. The DOF Malaysia 
further stated that they have already established a proper data recording system and a scientific Technical 
Working Group to work with stock assessment activities (Annex 9). 
 
21. Likewise, a representative from the DOF Thailand informed the Meeting that they have also 
implemented the sharing of information on RFVR and several capacity building activities. It was 
mentioned in the Meeting as well that the database system has been given much attention, and that the 
DOF Thailand has been coordinating with the Marine Department in order to facilitate the exchange of 
available information on IUU fishing vessels between RFMOs and RPOA-IUU (Annex 10). Both parties 
agreed to regularly update RFVR and make full use of the system in order to avoid dual-flagging. 
 
22. Both parties recognized the need to expedite the conclusion of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) however concurred that it should be done under the auspices of Ministry level. 
 
23. Both parties have also agreed to nominate high ranking officials (i.e. preferably Directors of the 
International Cooperation of the Department of Fisheries) to serve as the focal persons to coordinate for 
the implementation of joint activities between Malaysia and Thailand, particularly on the issue of IUU 
fishing. In the meantime, both countries decided to abide by the interim focal persons. 
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24. The DOF Malaysia had enquiries DOF Thailand on the new requirements of documentation for 
importation of fish and fishery products into Thailand as stated under TBT Notifications 
(G/TBT/N/THA/492) and section 96 of Royal Thai Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015). Thailand is 
imposing to all exporting countries to provide documents that prove that the fish products that are 
imported into Thailand are sourced from legal fishing activities. Recently, the exporters from Malaysia 
were required to provide LOV (Laporan Operasi Vesel – Vessel Operation Report) and copy of fishing 
license as part of the importation requirements. DOF Malaysia had formally informed that LOV 
document is only use for domestic management (the main reason why the document is in Malay). 
Malaysia had further requested Thailand to provide further information on the documentation 
requirements for importation into Thailand from Malaysia for fish and fisheries product. DOF Thailand 
agrees to provide the information and had also informed DOF Malaysia that it will be easier for them to 
assist Malaysia in vessel inspection if the Malaysian fishing license document is available in bilingual. 
 
25. DOF Thailand informed that Thailand allowed fish transhipment by Thai carrier vessel from 
Malaysian Ports (in this case is the LKIM Ports in Tanjung Manis), however this carrier vessel must be 
registered under DOF Thailand and is monitored by VMS (latest Fisheries Ordinance 2017). DOF 
Malaysia had informed officially regarding the latest Sarawak Merchant Shipping Notice No. 1/2017 
issued by the Marine Department of Malaysia (Sarawak State) regarding the requirements for foreign 
non-convention vessels involved in transporting fishes for export from Tanjung Manis Port for their 
further reference and official circulation to related parties. DOF Malaysia also informed that any Thailand 
vessels that came into Malaysian ports for the purpose of buying Malaysian fish will need to follow the 
normal exporting procedures. DOF Malaysia agrees to provide DOF Thailand the stated official 
notification from Marine Department of Malaysia. 
 

5.2 Fact Finding Survey on Strengthening Malaysian and Thai Partnership in Support 
of Joint Fisheries Planning and Management in the Western Gulf of Thailand 

 
26. The representative from SEAFDEC/TD, Mr. Kongpathai Sarapphainich, provided updates on the 
Strengthening Malaysian and Thai partnership in support of the joint fisheries planning and management 
in the Western Gulf of Thailand. In his presentation, Mr. Sarapphainich said that there should be better 
collaboration activities between DOF Malaysia and DOF Thailand for joint fisheries planning and 
management in the Western Gulf of Thailand as agreed upon during the first sub-regional meeting in 
2014 in Penang, Malaysia. His presentation appears as Annex 11. 
 
27. During the discussion, The DOF Thailand informed the Meeting that the result of the survey 
could improve if there would be another similar activity in the future. However, DOF Malaysia, on their 
part, said that the result will not be changed a lot because according to them they could control the size of 
engine as well as the registration of the fishing vessels. 
 
28. In reaction to the recommendations made during the survey (i.e. development of tools for fishing 
vessels less than 24 meters in length to reduce illegal fishing activities and the use of VMS for indicate 
the fishing ground). While, the DOF Malaysia said that they would wait for conclusion of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that is still in progress in order to deal with the issues concerning 
fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length. However, they said that they would logically support the 
VMS system. 
 
29. In addition, Dr. Somboon Siriraksopon, the Program and Policy Coordinator of SEAFDEC, said 
that he has noted the improvement that both countries have done on MCS system in combating IUU 
fishing activities. Therefore, he said that the abovementioned recommendations might not be necessary to 
consider as a way forward. However, he emphasized that the establishment of MOU might be needed but 
it would not be specific for information sharing or dissemination. 

 
30. On the other hand, the DOF Thailand informed the Meeting that RFVR have existing information 
on vessels of 100 gross tonnage or 24 meters in length and over and need to have data on fishing vessels 
of 60 gross tonnage or about 18 meters in length and over. The DOF Thailand also mentioned that fishing 
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vessels of 60 gross tonnage could possibly encroach into neighboring countries, so they agreed with the 
recommendation to develop tools for fishing vessels less than 24 meters in length to reduce illegal fishing 
activities. It was also informed in the Meeting that Thailand has been implementing VMS on fishing 
vessels of 30 gross tonnages and above. Thailand informed Malaysia that Thai has specific regulation on 
VMS and will share the regulation (in English) with Malaysia. Thailand further informed that they used 
Electronic Monitoring (EM) and Electronic Reporting System (ERM), a digital signature to analyze the 
behavior of the vessels. 

 
31. Finally, the DOF Thailand informed the Meeting that fishing vessels without engine over 6 gross 
tonnages and with engine are required to register with the Marine Department. However, at present the 
small scale fishing vessels are not required to secure fishing permit from the Department of Fisheries. 
  
32. A representative from the DOF Malaysia informed the Meeting that they required trawl fishing 
vessels of 25 to 40 gross tonnages to have an AIS system installed onboard the fishing vessels. 
   

5.3 Managing Transboundary Stocks (AIB species) in GOT, and Stock Assessment 
Results for Neritic Tuna in GOT 

 
33. Dr. Siriraksophon, provided updates on the Joint Management of Neritic Tuna in the Gulf of 
Thailand. He informed the Meeting that the SEAFDEC Secretariat had collaborated with 
SEAFDEC/MFRDMD on the development of RPOA-Neritic tuna. He also mentioned that SEAFDEC 
Secretariat and SEAFDEC-MFRDMD have established the Scientific Working Group and came up with 
the result of the stock assessment of longtail tuna and kawakawa for the management of neritic tuna in the 
region. He then said that the initiative could also be implemented in GOT and in the Andaman Sea. 
 
34. Furthermore, Dr. Siriraksophon stated that the framework of the Scientific Working Group would 
support the MOU between Malaysia and Thailand in terms of the joint management activities. He then 
told the Meeting that the result of the stock assessment of longtail tuna and kawakawa should be brought 
forward to the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) level for consideration. 
 
35. Finally, as a basis for the management of neritic tuna in the region, Dr. Siriraksophon cited some 
of the results of the study, such as the study on the abundance of longtail tuna in the Indian Ocean. The 
results showed that longtail tuna had MSY level and current level of 196,700 tonnes and 88,200 tonnes, 
respectively. Therefore, the longtail tuna fishery in the Indian Ocean was on stable condition. His 
presentation appears as Annex 12. 
 
36. The Assistant Program and Policy Coordinator, Dr. Worawit Wanchana, provided information in 
Managing the Transboundary Stocks of Anchovy, Indo-Pacific Mackerel, and Blue Swimming Crab (AIB 
species). In the presentation, he emphasized that the AIB species were given priority for management in 
GOT. He then itemized the activities that have been implemented, such as the conduct of series of 
technical consultations and the development of Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for the collection of 
AIB species. He then mentioned the objectives of the project to encourage GOT countries to formulate 
National Policy for the data collection of AIB species to support long term management of such species 
and to conduct activities for understanding on the migratory behavior of the AIB species. 

 
37. The Meeting was informed of the agreement made during 6th GOT Meeting in 2017 that the 
SEAFDEC-Sweden project was requested to follow up with the DOF Thailand the progress of the DNA 
study of Indo-Pacific Mackerel in the Gulf of Thailand. 
 
38. Finally, Dr. Wanchana, said that major events that were conducted, which include the Expert 
Group Meeting on Stock Status and Geographical Distribution of the AIB species in the GOT and the 
Technical Meeting for Planning and Development of Stock Study of AIB species in GOT, led to the 
development of a joint management plan for the three species. His presentation appears as Annex 13. 
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VI. The Utilization of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) including Testing of 
Traceability Systems Relevant to the Fisheries in the Gulf of Thailand 
 

39. Dr. Siriraksopon, provided an updated of the utilization of the ASEAN Catch Documentation 
Scheme (ACDS) including Testing of Traceability Systems relevant to the fisheries in the GOT. He cited 
some importance of the ACDS, such as to certify the export and import documents for fishery products 
being shipped to EU so as to avoid rejection. Therefore, SEAFDEC has developed the ACDS program to 
support the Member Countries to certify the documentation. The details are found in Annex 14. 

 
VII. Discussion on the Possible Areas of Cooperation under Technical Working Group (TWG)  

 
40. The DOF Malaysia said that they considered the cooperation would cover a wide ranging areas. 
Therefore, they suggested that it should not only be confined in the GOT but rather broad-based 
cooperation. 
 
41. The DOF Malaysia had listed possible areas for cooperation, such as (i) cooperation in 
aquaculture sectors including broodstock and hatchery management and technology through research and 
development, technology transfer, sharing of knowledge, training and attachment programs; (ii) 
processing, production and marketing in fisheries product; (iii) management and conservation of captured 
fisheries especially in inland fisheries, and information sharing on Thailand efforts in the management 
and implementation of TAC on target fisheries resources; (iv) promotion of business venture project in 
fisheries related industries; (v) Exchange of experts, technicians and skilled/ semi-skilled/ unskilled 
workers for education, training and research; (vi) Exchange of technical information in order to facilitate 
trade; Fisheries Biosecurity; and (v) other areas in research and development (not limiting to aquaculture).  
 
42. Meanwhile, a representative from the DOF Thailand agreed with the proposal of DOF Malaysia 
to include aquaculture, research and development, fisheries management, and any form of activity to 
combat IUU fishing. The DOF Malaysia, which has the expertise, has expressed its willingness to help 
DOF Thailand improve its artificial reef management program. 
 
43. In a related development, the representative from SEAFDEC/TD Mr. Sutee Rajruchithong, asked 
the participants for the MCS system related activities that both countries had implemented. 
 
44. A representative from DOF Malaysia cited the DOF Thailand’s experience in the implementation 
of VMS with commercial fishing vessels, so DOF Malaysia, on their part, requested DOF Thailand to 
share information on VMS technology with them. It was then mentioned that sharing of information 
could further enhance the cooperation between Malaysia and Thailand. 
 
45. DOF Thailand said that MCS, which covers the monitoring of Port-in and Port-out (PIPO) 
activities, was a comprehensive system. However, DOF Thailand has signified its intention to share 
information on VMS technology with Malaysia in order to enhance MCS system in the GOT sub-region. 
 
46. The DOF Thailand said that they were looking into the possibility of conducting a pilot study on 
fishing gear marking for small-scale fisheries in order to provide better estimation of Maximum 
Sustainable Yield (MSY) level. It was further mentioned that this initiative could lead to the adoption of 
the gear marking system between the two countries and in the whole Southeast Asian region as well. 
 
47. The DOF Thailand said that they allowed one fishing gear at a time for every commercial fishing 
vessel operator, whereas the small-scale fishing vessel operator can use more than one fishing gear 
depending on the fishing season. However, it was reiterated in the Meeting that the authority should be 
informed by the commercial fishing vessel operators should they have the intention to replace their 
existing fishing gears. 
 
48. Meanwhile, a representative from the DOF Thailand presented a model of fishing vessel marking 
(Annex 15). 
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49. Dr. Siriraksophon, said that ACDS was just an optional tool to combat IUU fishing– countries 
may or may not adopt the system. However, he said that Thailand has been implementing the ACDS. 
 
50. The DOF Thailand corroborated the statement of Dr. Siriraksophon. Therefore, they said that 
ACDS, which includes fishing logbook and catch documents, has been practiced in Thailand for a long 
time. The DOF Thailand also mentioned that they have been implementing the catch certificate not only 
to EU but also to other countries of destination. 
 
51. According to the DOF Malaysia, the EU catch certificate system has been manually used in their 
country. However, they have been very enthusiastic to know the results of the pilot study on the electronic 
ACDS (e-ACDS) in Brunei Darussalam. Since e-ACDS as a way forward for Malaysia. 
 
52. The DOF Malaysia has also considered several areas of cooperation for the Joint Action Plan 
(e.g.improvement of the sharing of information through the focal persons). 
 
53. In this connection, representatives from the DOF Thailand have expressed their willingness to 
support the exchange of information on e-ACDS. The DOF Thailand informed the Meeting that they have 
been finding solutions and coordinating with international agencies to resolve the issue on human 
trafficking. 

 
VIII. Updated Agreed Joint Action Plan and Possible Areas of Cooperation under TWG 

(proposed MOU Agriculture) 
 

54. Dr. Wanchana facilitated the revision of the Joint Action Plan. Among the highlights of the Joint 
Action Plan was the sharing of information on the mechanism of PIPO. The collection of information on 
small-scale fishing vessel and the conduct of pilot study on gear marking have also been included in the 
revision. The revised and updated Action Plan appears as Annex 16. 

 
IX. Other Matters 
 
55. The DOF Malaysia informed the meeting members that they has received notifications from the 
Network of Aquaculture Centers in Asia-Pacific (NACA), World Animal Health Organization (OIE) and 
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) confirming that TiLV has been detected in Colombia, 
Ecuador, Egypt, Israel and Thailand with reports indicating mass fish mortalities in those countries. In 
addition, recent report has listed Taiwan as an affected area while NACA has identified Malaysia as one 
of the 43 countries at high risk of TiLV. 
 
56. In line with this recent events, DOF Malaysia will shortly implements a temporary emergency 
measures consistent with Section 40 of the Fisheries Act 1985 (Act 317) concerning Control of Live Fish 
to address biosecurity risks associated with imported live Tilapia fish. Tilapia lake virus (TiLV) is exotic 
to Malaysia and infects all species of Tilapia fish, therefore there is high risk of TiLV entering Malaysia 
through imported live Tilapia fish. This temporary emergency measures shall come into effect for a 
period of six months starting from 24 July 2017. As of now, Malaysia has temporarily put on hold all new 
import applications for live Tilapia from all countries until country’s Competent Authority can prove that 
the fish consignment are originated from OIE-Listed diseases and Tilapia Lake Virus (TiLV) free zone. 
Malaysia will issue World Trade Organization (WTO) Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Committee 
notification and an official letter in the near future for the attention of all trading partners. 

 
X. Summary and Ways Forward 

 
57. Both countries agreed to update National Initiatives that will cover two major issues including 
IUU fishing and Transboundary/Shared Stock (i.e., AIB species, neritic tuna), which will be continually 
implemented from August 2017 onwards. The details of revised Follow-up National Initiatives appear in 
Annex 16. 
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58. With regards to first issue which is IUU fishing, Dr. Wanchana highlighted that both countries 
agreed to renominate two focal points, namely: focal point at high management level and alternate Focal 
Point which will be responsible to coordinate regular data and information exchange and networking. 
Likewise, representative from the DOF Malaysia also highlighted that in the short term, data and 
information exchange should also cover updated domestic fisheries legislation of both countries. 
 
59. Since gear marking is also included in the discussion , The Meeting took note that in the future 
SEAFDEC/TD might consider to support capacity building on gear marking at the DOF Thailand and at 
the regional level. 
 
60. Regarding the use of port facilities of neighboring countries, the representative from the DOF 
Malaysia clarified that except under force majeure, all Malaysian fishing vessels are not allowed to use 
foreign ports for any purpose whatsoever including landing of catch, ship repair etc., In this regards, DOF 
Malaysia requested DOF Thailand to deny the use of their ports by Malaysian fishing vessel. The DOF 
Malaysia will write official requesting DOF Thailand to deny Malaysian fishing vessels request to use 
Thailand’s port facilities. 

 
61. In terms of implementation of bilateral activities under this arrangement, the Meeting noted that 
parties have to make further domestic consultations and agreed for an expeditious direct bilateral 
communication while keeping SEAFDEC in the loop. However, the Meeting noted that in case there is no 
progress within three months after the Meeting, SEAFDEC will remind both countries to implement such 
agreed actions (Annex 17).  

 
XI. Closing of the Meeting 

 
62. Mr. Rajruchithong on behalf of Secretary-General of SEAFDEC thanked the participants for their 
active participation in the discussion, and the resource persons for providing useful data and information. 
He then on behalf of Secretary-General, declared the Meeting closed. 
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Annex 2 
 

OPENING REMARKS 
 

By Dr. Kom Silapajarn, SEAFDEC Secretary-General 
 
Distinguished delegates from Malaysia and Thailand, SEAFDEC officials, members of the Regional 
Fisheries Policy Network, ladies and gentleman, a very good morning! 
 
We are delighted to have you here to participate in the 2nd

 Sub-regional Technical Meeting on Effective 
Fisheries Management between Malaysia and Thailand. I would like to express our sincere gratitude to 
SEAFDEC-Sweden Project for supporting and organizing this Meeting. 
 
During the 1st Sub Regional Technical Meeting on Effective Fisheries Management between Malaysia 
and Thailand held in Penang, Malaysia in 2014, we identified future working areas between Malaysia and 
Thailand to promote effective fisheries management including management of fishing capacity, issues on 
combating illegal and destructive fishing, and strengthening cooperation between the two countries on the 
management of transboundary fishery resources in the waters bordering Malaysia and Thailand in the 
Gulf of Thailand. 
 
Since the last meeting in 2014, I was informed that there are a number of actions implemented by both 
countries to address the issues that have been discussed and today we will listen to the progress of such 
activities from both countries during this meeting. In this connection, on behalf of SEAFDEC and 
SEAFDEC-Sweden project, it is a great honor to hold this meeting, providing avenue to advance 
cooperation between both countries on fisheries management related issues. I hope that we will have a 
friendly, open, and harmonious discussion leading to sustainable fisheries not only for the two countries 
but also we will be able to share with other ASEAN Member States.I am looking forward to the 
dedication and commitment from all participants to reach our goals and expectations as set in the agenda 
of this meeting. 
 
On behalf of organizers of this meeting, once again, I wish to express our gratitude to Thailand for the 
warm glad-hand in this splendid city, Bangkok. I would like to thank all the participants for sparing your 
valuable time to join the Meeting. Your active participation would surely enhance the cooperation that we 
have initiated for the promotion of sustainable fisheries in the Gulf of Thailand. Finally, I wish all the best 
and look forward to a fruitful discussion. 
 
Thank you and have a good day. 
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Annex 3 
 

BACKGROUND OF THE PROJECT 
By Ms. Suntree Pumpuang 
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Annex 4 
 

AGENDA 
 

I. Opening of the Meeting 

II. Introduction and Arrangement of the Meeting and Adoption of the Agenda 

III. Country Presentation on the Latest Development Legal Framework and Management Actions Plan 
for Fisheries Management 

IV. Country Presentation on Procedures for Landing of Catches by Foreign Fishing Vessels Includes 
Issuance of Documentation and Catch Certificates, Issues and Challenges 

V. Progress Report (follow up) on the Joint Action Plan with Specific Focus for Fisheries and Habitats 
Management in the Area of Western Gulf of Thailand 

VI. The Utilization of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) including Testing of 
Traceability Systems relevant to the Fisheries in the Gulf of Thailand 

VII. Discussion on Possible Areas of Cooperation under Technical Working Group on Fisheries 
(TWGF) that will be Established under MOU on Agriculture Cooperation between Malaysia and 
Thailand 

 
VIII. Agreed on the Updated Joint Action Plan and Possible Areas of Cooperation under TWGF 

(proposed MOU Agriculture) 
 

IX. Summary and Ways Forward 
 

X. Closing of the Meeting 
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Annex 5 
 

OUTLINE AND SUMMARY OF REGAL FRAMEWORK  
UNDER THAI ROYAL ORDINANCE ON FISHERIES  

By Ms. Doungporn na Pombejra, DOF Thailand 
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Annex 6 
 

LATEST DEVELOPMENT OF THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK  
AND MANAGEMENT ACTION PLAN FOR FISHERIES IN MALAYSIA 

By Mr. Boohari Leng, DOF Malaysia 
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Annex 7 
 

THE SYSTEM AND PROCEDURES FOR LANDING OF CATCHES  
BY FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL IN THAILAND 

By Ms. Jaruwan Songphakaew, DOF Thailand 
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Annex 8 
 

THE ISSUES AND CHALLENGES OF MANAGING  
OF FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL IN MALAYSIA 

By Representative from the DOF Malaysia 
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Annex 9 
 

FOLLOW-UP NATIONAL INITIATIVES DURING MAY 2014-JUNE 2017 
FINAL JOINT ACTION PLAN-IUU & TRANS STOCK  

AGREED DURING THE 1ST SUB-REGIONAL TECHNICAL MEETING ON EFFECTIVE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT  
BETWEEN MALAYSIA-THAILAND (MATRIX) 

MALAYSIA REPORT (UPDATED ON: 23 JULY 2017) 
By Mr. Abdul Rahman bin Abdul Wahab, DOF Malaysia 

 

Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  Remarks 
(In case of on-going, please 

describe such acting in brief) Completed On-going 

1. IUU 
Fishing 

 

1.1 Dual Flagging  /
Registration  /
De -
Registration 

Short Term 
1. Nomination of National focal points for 

coordination of data exchange and to 
improve communication and networking 

 

√ 
Completed 

 Ms. Ismalina binti Isa 
Resource Management Division 
Department of Fisheries Malaysia 

2. Regular exchange of information with 
regard to licensing of vessels, including 
verification of registration status of 
registered  /new application from origin 
country and information regarding 
deregistration of fishing vessel and 
actions taken to avoid the landing of 
vessels on the RFMOs -IUU lists. 
 

 √ 
(On-going) 

There are some exchanges of 
information. 

3. Investigate deregistration of fishing 
vessel and possible landing of catch, 
upon the request on a case-by-case basis 
 

 √ 
(On-going) 

There are some exchanges of 
information. 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  Remarks 
(In case of on-going, please 

describe such acting in brief) Completed On-going 

1. IUU 
Fishing 

 

1.1 Dual Flagging  /
Registration  /

De -
Registration 

4. Regular exchange of available 
information on IUU fishing (between 
RFMO, RPOA-IUU) 

 √ 
(On-going) 

There are some exchanges of 
information. 

Medium Term 
1. Establishment of data base and sharing  

 

 √ 
(On-going) 

RFVR: To further explore how 
RFVR can be beneficial. 

2. Awareness Programme 

 

 √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia had established 2 levels of 
National Committees on IUU 
Fishing to increase awareness of the 
policy and decision makers as well 
as implementers, enforcers, 
regulators, and scientists on IUU 
Fishing. The first level is the 
Steering Committee lead by the 
Secretary General of Ministry of 
Agriculture and Agro Based 
Industry and the 2nd level is the 
Technical Committee headed by the 
Director General of Fisheries 
Malaysia. 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  Remarks 
(In case of on-going, please 

describe such acting in brief) Completed On-going 

1. IUU 
Fishing 

 

1.1 Dual Flagging  /
Registration  /
De -
Registration 

3. Capacity Building Programme 

 

 √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia had conducted several 
training programs: 
a) “Port Inspector Training 

Workshop for PSM 
Implementation to Combat IUU 
Fishing” (AFMA & DOFM) (8-
12 Jun 2015) at Johor Bahru, 
Malaysia 

b) "Training for Investigators of 
Fisheries Crime“ (INTERPOL) 
on 26-30 Jan 2015 at MMEA 
Academy, Kuantan, Malaysia. 

c) Educational Visit to Phuket (14-
16 December 2016 ) for 
Malaysian 

 
Long Term 
1. Establishment of MoU between Malaysia 

and Thailand 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Ministries of both countries are still 
negotiating the text 

1. IUU 
Fishing 

 

1.2 Landing of 
Catches in the 
Neighbouring 
Countries’ 
Ports 

Short Term 
1. Nomination of National Focal points to 

coordinate data exchange and 
networking. 

 

  NEW: 
1) . Mr. Abdullah Jaafar  

Head of Enforcement Section 
Resource Protection Division 
Department of Fisheries 
Malaysia 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  Remarks 
(In case of on-going, please 

describe such acting in brief)  Completed On-going 

1. IUU 
Fishing 

 

1.2 Landing of 
Catches in the 
Neighbouring 
Countries’ 
Ports 

     
2). Ms. Tengku Balkis binti 
Tunku Shahar 
Head of Tuna Development 
Section Resource Management 
Division Department of Fisheries 
Malaysia 

 
2. Notification of the registered foreign 

vessels permitted to land its catch 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Malaysia will notify if there is any 
Malaysian registered fishing vessel 
that is given special permission to 
land its catch outside of country. As 
of now all Malaysian registered 
fishing vessels are only allowed to 
land their catches at designated 
ports/ landing facilities in the 
country. 
 
Malaysia had sent a letter to all 
RPOA Member countries including 
Thailand (letter dated 11 March 
2015, Ref: Prk.ML.10/02/55 Jld. 2 
(18)) to request for assistance from 
Countries to deny the use of RPOA 
members ports by Malaysian 
registered fishing vessel for landing 
of catch. 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  
Remarks 

(In case of on-going, please 
describe such acting in brief)  Completed On-going 

1. IUU 
Fishing 

 

1.2 Landing of 
Catches in the 
Neighbouring 
Countries’ 
Ports 

3. Establish agreed mechanism of proper 
data recording 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further 

4. Recognize both countries domestic 
fisheries legislation 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further  

5. Both countries shall deny entry into port 
those listed IUU vessels 

 √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia controls the entry of 
foreign-flagged fishing vessels into 
her ports through measures which 
include prior approval 
requirements, notification 
requirements, supervised landings 
and transshipments and vessel 
inspection. Malaysia’s exercise of 
port state measures is consistent 
with international laws and where 
applicable, Malaysia implements 
specific port state measures adopted 
by RFMOs to which she is a party. 
Malaysia works actively through 
both international and regional 
organizations to strengthen 
implementation port state measures. 

6. Apply economic incentives to attract 
those committing IUU fishing to alter 
their behavior 

 - Malaysia does not give any form of 
economic incentives to any 
companies, vessels or persons that 
are involved in IUU fishing (NPOA 
IUU). 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  
Remarks 

(In case of on-going, please 
describe such acting in brief) Completed On-going 

1. IUU 
Fishing 

 

1.2 Landing of 
Catches in the 
Neighbouring 
Countries’ 
Ports 

7. Encourage private sector/public 
campaign to refrain from buying IUU 
caught products and doing business 
transaction with individual associating 
with IUU fishing. 

 √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia is improving its 
traceability programs to ensure that 
no IUU products enter the markets. 

Medium Term 
1. Establishment of data base and sharing  √ 

(On-going) 
RFVR: To further explore how 
RFVR can be beneficial. 
 

2. Awareness Programme   √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia had established 2 levels of 
National Committees on IUU 
Fishing  to increase awareness of 
the policy and decision makers as 
well as implementers, enforcers, 
regulators, and scientists on IUU 
Fishing. The first level is the 
Steering Committee lead by the 
Secretary General of Ministry of 
Agriculture and Agro Based 
Industry and the 2nd level is the 
Technical Committee headed by the 
Director General of Fisheries 
Malaysia. 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  
Remarks 

(In case of on-going, please 
describe such acting in brief) Completed On-going 

1. IUU 
Fishing 

 

1.2 Landing of 
Catches in the 
Neighbouring 
Countries’ 
Ports 

3. Capacity Building Programme  √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia had conducted several 
training programs: 

a). “Port Inspector Training 
Workshop for PSM a). 
Implementation to Combat IUU 
Fishing” (AFMA & DOFM) (8-
12 Jun 2015) at Johor Bahru, 
Malaysia 
b). "Training for Investigators 
of Fisheries Crime“ 
(INTERPOL) on 26-30 Jan 
2015 at MMEA Academy, 
Kuantan, Malaysia. 
 
c). Educational Visit to Phuket 
(14-16 December 2016 ) for 
Malaysian Port Inspectors 

 
Long Term 
1. Establishment of MoU between Malaysia 

and Thailand 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Ministries of both countries are still 
negotiating the text 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  
Remarks 

(In case of on-going, please 
describe such acting in brief) 

Completed On-going 
1. IUU 

Fishing 
 

1.3 Encroachment 
by Foreign 
Fishing Vessels 

Short Term 
1. Both countries shall strengthen the 

enforcement  and collaboration between 
government agencies 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore and discuss how “alarm 
system” of the VMS can be helpful 
to curb encroachment. 

2. Regular exchange of available 
information on IUU fishing. 

 √ 
(On-going) 

There are some exchanges of 
information. Malaysia interested to 
get full information regarding 
Malaysian vessels landed their 
catches in Thailand fishing ports 
 

3. Recognize both countries domestic 
fisheries legislation 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further 

Medium Term 
1. Establishment of data base and sharing  √ 

(On-going) 
RFVR: To further explore how  
RFVR can be beneficial 
 

2. Awareness Programme  √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia had established 2 levels of 
National Committees on IUU 
Fishing to increase awareness of the 
policy and decision makers as well 
as implementers, enforcers, 
regulators, and scientists on IUU 
Fishing. The first level is the 
Steering Committee lead by the 
Secretary 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  
Remarks 

(In case of on-going, please 
describe such acting in brief) 

Completed On-going 
1. IUU 

Fishing 
 

1.3 Encroachment 
by Foreign 
Fishing Vessels 

   

 

General of Ministry of Agriculture 
and Agro Based Industry and the 
2nd level is the Technical 
Committee headed by the Director 
General of Fisheries Malaysia. 
 

3. Capacity Building Programme  √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia had conducted several 
training programs: 
a) “Port Inspector Training 

Workshop for PSM 
Implementation to Combat IUU 
Fishing” (AFMA & DOFM) (8-
12 Jun 2015) at Johor Bahru, 
Malaysia 

b) "Training for Investigators of 
Fisheries Crime“ (INTERPOL) 
on 26-30 Jan 2015 at MMEA 
Academy, Kuantan, Malaysia. 

c) Educational Visit to Phuket (14-
16 December 2016 ) for 
Malaysian Port Inspectors 

 
Long Term 
1. Establishment of MoU between Malaysia 

and Thailand 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Ministries of both countries are still 
undergoing negotiations 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  
Remarks 

(In case of on-going, please 
describe such acting in brief) Completed On-going 

2 Trans 
boundary/ 
Shared 
Stock (i.e. 
mackerel, 
neritic 
tuna) 

2.1 Improve 
Record of 
Catch and 
Landing at 
Ports 

Short Term 
1. Establishment of Scientific Working 

group, task for the work on stock status 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Malaysia had established 2 levels of 
National Committee on Fish Stock. 
The first level is the Steering 
Committee lead by the Secretary 
General of Ministry of Agriculture 
and Agro Based Industry and the 
2nd level is the Technical 
Committee headed by the Director 
General of Fisheries Malaysia. 
 
Malaysia had just completed its 
National Stock Assessment and new 
scientific knowledge will help in 
devising more sound conservation 
and management measures. 
 

2. Exchange of data between the countries 
(refer also to issue Landing of catch) 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further. 

3. Conduct technical consultation between 
Thailand and Malaysia to review 
scientific works done in each country 
and identify fish species of mutual 
interest as well as to create joint research 
programs. 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  Remarks 
(In case of on-going, please 

describe such acting in brief) Completed On-going 

2. Trans 
boundary/ 
Shared 
Stock (i.e. 
mackerel, 
neritic 
tuna) 

2.1 Improve 
Record of 
Catch and 
Landing at 
Ports 

4. Specific efforts should be given to 
explore the sustainability of Thunnus 
tonggol 

 √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia supports the Regional 
Plan of Action on Sustainable 
Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the 
ASEAN Region: Management 
Measures of Longtail Tuna 
(Thunnus tonggol) and Kawakawa  
(Euthynnus affinis) based on 2016 
Stock and Risk Assessment by 
SWG-Neritic Tunas. New 
assessment is also recommended 
before end 2020. 
 

Medium Term 
1. Develop SOP (improve the record of 

catch and landing) for both countries 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Malaysia had already developed 
SOP on catch and landing records 
and has been collaborating with 
MFRDMD to improve the existing 
records with training and capacity 
programs to increase the level of 
expertise among the DOF 
personnel. 

2. Collaborating survey in trans- 
boundary areas 
 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further. 

Long Term 
1. Establishment of MoU between Malaysia 

and Thailand 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Ministries of both countries are still 
negotiating the text 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  
Remarks 

(In case of on-going, please 
describe such acting in brief) 

Completed On-going 
2. Trans 

boundary/ 
Shared 
Stock (i.e. 
mackerel, 
neritic 
tuna) 

2.2 Information on 
Stock Status 
and Their 
Fisheries 

Short Term 
1. Establishment of Scientific Working 

group, task for the work on stock status 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Malaysia had established 2 levels of 
National Committee on Fish Stock. 
The first level is the Steering 
Committee lead by the Secretary 
General of Ministry of Agriculture 
and Agro Based Industry and the 
2nd level is the Technical 
Committee headed by the Director 
General of Fisheries Malaysia. 
 
Malaysia had just completed its 
National Stock Assessment and new 
scientific knowledge will help in 
devising more sound conservation 
and management measures. 
 

2. Exchange of data between the countries 
(refer also to issue Landing of catch) 
 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further. 

3. Conduct technical consultation between 
Thailand and Malaysia to review 
scientific works done in each country 
and identify fish species of mutual 
interest as well as to create joint research 
programs. 
 

 √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further 
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ajor Issues Program of National Initiatives 
 

Status(√)  
Remarks 

(In case of on-going, please 
describe such acting in brief) 

Completed On-going 
2. Trans 

boundary/ 
Shared 
Stock (i.e. 
mackerel, 
neritic 
tuna) 

2.2 Information on 
Stock Status 
and Their 
Fisheries 

4. Specific efforts should be given to 
explore the sustainability of Thunnus 
tonggol 

 √ 
(On-going) 

Malaysia supports the Regional 
Plan of Action on Sustainable 
Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the 
ASEAN Region: Management 
Measures of Longtail Tuna 
(Thunnus tonggol) and Kawakawa 
(Euthynnus affinis) based on 2016 
Stock and Risk Assessment by 
SWG-Neritic Tunas. New 
assessment is also recommended 
before end 2020. 
 

Medium Term 
1. Develop SOP (improve the record of 

catch and landing) for both countries 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Malaysia had already developed 
SOP on catch and landing records 
and has been collaborating with 
MFRDMD to improve the existing 
records with training and capacity 
programs to increase the level of 
expertise among the DOF 
personnel. 
 

2. Collaborating survey in trans-boundary  √ 
(On-going) 

To explore further 

Long Term 
1. Establishment of MoU between Malaysia 

and Thailand 
 √ 

(On-going) 
Ministries of both countries are still 
negotiating the text 
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Annex 10 
 

FOLLOW-UP NATIONAL INITIATIVES DURING MAY 2014 – JUNE 2017 
FINAL JOINT ACTION PLAN-IUU & TRANS STOCK 

AGREED DURING THE 1ST SUB-REGIONAL TECHNICAL MEETING ON EFFECTIVE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT  
BETWEEN MALAYSIA-THAILAND (MATRIX)  

THAILAND REPORT 
By Dr. Kamonpan Awaiwanont, DOF Malaysia 

 

Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
Status(√) Remarks* Completed On-going 

1 .IUU Fishing 
 

1.1 Dual Flagging  /
Registration  /
De -Registration 

 

Short Term 
1   .Nomination of National focal points 

for coordination of data exchange 
and to improve communication and 
networking 

 
2   .Regular exchange of information 

with regard to licensing of vessels, 
including verification of registration 
status of registered  /new application 
from origin country and information 
regarding deregistration of fishing 
vessel and actions taken to avoid 
the landing of vessels on the 
RFMOs -IUU lists. 

 
3   .Investigate deregistration of fishing 

vessel and possible landing of 
catch, upon the request on a case-

by-case basis. 
 

 
√ 
 
 
 
 
√ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

√ 
 

 
Only RFVR database system 
of 24 m in length and over 
 
 
 
One in RFVR database 
system and another one be 
done by Fisheries Inspection 
office  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More cooperate with Marine 
Department by using UVI 
method and also improve on 
fish landing inspection.  
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
Status  (√)  Remarks* Completed On-going 

   
4  .Regular exchange of available 

information on IUU fishing 
)between RFMO, RPOA-IUU( 

 
Medium Term 
1. Establishment of data base and   

sharing 
 

2.Awareness Programme 
 
3 .Capacity Building Programme 
 
Long Term 
1.Establishment of MoU between 

Malaysia and Thailand 

 
√ 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

√ 
 

 
√ 

 
 
 √ 

 
 
 

√ 

 
Base on request. 
 
 
 
Cooperate with Marine 
Department by using UVI 
method 
 
Just preparation 
 
Arrange of some training 
such as fish landing 
inspection 

Try to do in the past but 
Malaysian side said that the 
MOU should be done under 
Ministry of Agriculture frame 
work 

 1.2 Landing of 
catches in the 
neighbouring 
countries’ ports 

Short Term 
1. Nomination of National Focal points 

to coordinate data exchange and 
networking. 

2 .Notification of the registered foreign 
vessels permitted to land its catch 

 

 √ 
 
 

 
√ 
 
 

 

Only RFVR database system 
of 24 m in length and over 
 
 
Under responsibility of Fish 
Inspection Division 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
Status(√) Remarks* Completed On-going 

  3  .Establish agreed mechanism of 
proper data recording 

 
4  .Recognize both countries domestic 

fisheries legislation  
 
5  .Both countries shall deny entry into 

port those listed IUU vessels 
 
6  .Apply economic incentives to attract 

those committing IUU fishing to 
alter their behavior 

7  .Encourage private sector/public 
campaign to refrain from buying 
IUU caught products and doing 
business transaction with individual 
associating with IUU fishing. 

Medium Term 
1 .Establishment of data base and 

sharing 
2 .Awareness Programme 
3 .Capacity Building Programme 
Long Term 
1 .Establishment of MoU between 

Malaysia and Thailand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
√ 

√ 
 
 
√ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
√ 
 
 
 
√ 
 

 
 
√ 

 
√ 
 
√ 
 
√ 

Only RFVR database system 
of 24 m in length and over 
 
Need more time for 
amendment on Royal 
Ordinance on Fisheries 2015 
 
At present full implement on 
PSM even with neighboring 
countries 
 
Just preparation 
 
 
 
Initiated with CP group 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
Just preparation 
 
Just preparation 
 
Try to do in the past but 
Malaysian side said that the 
MOU should be done under 
Ministry of Agriculture frame 
work 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
Status  (√)  Remarks* Completed On-going 

 1.3 Encroachment 
by foreign 
fishing vessels 

Short Term 
1 .Both countries shall strengthen the 

enforcement  and collaboration 
between government agencies 

 
2. Regular exchange of available 

information on IUU fishing. 
 
 3 .Recognize both countries domestic 

fisheries legislation 
 
Medium Term 
1. Establishment of data base and 
sharing 
 
2 .Awareness Programme 
 
3.Capacity Building Programme 
 
Long Term 
1 .Establishment of MoU between 
Malaysia and Thailand 

 √ 
 
 
 
 
√ 
 
 
 
√ 
 
 
 
√ 
 
 
√ 
 
√ 
 
 
 
√ 
 

Just preparation 
 
 
 
 
Base on request 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
Just preparation 
 

 
Try to do in the past but 
Malaysian side said that the 
MOU should be done under 
Ministry of Agriculture frame 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
Status(√) Remarks* Completed On-going 

2 .Trans 
boundary /

Shared Stock 
(i.e . mackerel, 
neritic tuna) 

2.1 Improve record 
of catch and 
landing at ports  

 

Short Term 
1. Establishment of Scientific 

Working group, task for the work 
on stock status 

 
2. Exchange of data between the 

countries )refer also to issue 
Landing of catch( 

 
3. Conduct technical consultation 

between Thailand and Malaysia to 
review scientific works done in each 
country and identify fish species of 
mutual interest as well as to create 
joint research programs. 

 
4.Specific efforts should be given to 

explore the sustainability of Thunnus 
tonggol 

Medium Term  
1 .Develop SOP )improve the record of 

catch and landing (for both countries 
2 .Collaborating survey in trans- 

boundary areas 
Long Term 
1. Establishment of MoU between 

Malaysia and Thailand 

  
√ 
 
 
 
√ 
 
 
 
 
 
√ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
√ 

 
 
√ 

 
√ 
 
√ 

 
Just preparation 
 
 
 
Base on request. 
 
 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
Just preparation 
 
Try to do in the past but 
Malaysian side said that the 
MOU should be done under 
Ministry of Agriculture frame 
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Major Issues Program of National Initiatives 
Status(√) Remarks* Completed On-going 

 2.2 Information on 
Stock status 
and their 
fisheries 

Short Term 
1  .Establishment of Scientific Working 

group, task for the work on stock 
status 
 

2. Exchange of data between the 
countries )refer also to issue 
Landing of catch( 

 
3  .Conduct technical consultation 

between Thailand and Malaysia to 
review scientific works done in each 
country and identify fish species of 
mutual interest as well as to create 
joint research programs. 

4  .Specific efforts should be given to 
explore the sustainability of 
Thunnustonggol 

Medium Term  
1.Develop SOP )improve the record of 

catch and landing (for both countries  
2 .Collaborating survey in trans -

boundary areas 
Long Term 
1. Establishment of MoU between 

Malaysia and Thailand 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
√ 
 
 
 
√ 
 
 

 
 
√ 
 
 
 
 

 
√ 
 

 
 
√ 

 
√ 
 
 
√ 

 
Just preparation 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
 
 
Just preparation 
 
Just preparation 
 
Try to do in the past but 
Malaysian side said that the 
MOU should be done under 
Ministry of Agriculture frame 
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Annex 11 
 

THE UPDATES ON THE STRENGTHENING MALAYSIAN AND THAI PARTNERSHIP  
IN SUPPORT OF THE JOINT FISHERIES PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT  

IN WESTERN GULF OF THAILAND 
By Mr. Kongpathai Sarapphainich, SEAFDEC/TD 
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Annex 12 
 

THE UPDATES ON THE JOINT MANAGEMENT OF NERITIC TUNA  
IN THE GULF OF THAILAND 

By Dr. Somboon Siriraksophon, SEAFDEC/SEC 
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Annex 13 
 

MANAGING THE TRANSBOUNDARY STOCKS OF ANCHOVY, 
 INDO-PACIFIC MACKEREL 

By Dr. Worawit Wanchana, SEAFDEC/SEC 
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Annex 14 
 

THE UTILIZATION OF THE ASEAN CATCH DOCUMENTATION SCHEME (ACDS) 
INCLUDING TESTING OF TRACEABILITY SYSTEM RELEVANT TO THE FISHERIES 

IN THE GULF OF THAILAND 
By Dr. Somboon Siriraksopan, SEAFDEC/SEC 
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Annex 15 
A MODEL OF FISHING VESSEL MARKING 

By Dr. Kamonpan Awaiwanont, DOF Thailand 
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Annex 16 
 

FOLLOW-UP NATIONAL INITIATIVES FROM AUGUST 2017- ONWARDS  
(REVISED ON 26 JULY 2017) 

 

Major Issues Program of National Initiatives Remarks* 

1 .IUU Fishing 
  

1.1 Dual Flagging  /
Registration   /
De -Registration 

 

Short Term 
1   .Nomination of National focal points for 

coordination of data exchange and to improve 
communication and networking 

2 .Regular exchange of information with regard to 
licensing of vessels, including verification of 
registration status of registered  /new 
application from origin country and 
information regarding deregistration of fishing 
vessel and actions taken to avoid the landing 
of vessels on the RFMOs -IUU lists 

3. Investigate deregistration of fishing vessel and 
possible landing of catch, upon the request on 
a case-by-case basis.  

4  .Regular exchange of available information on 
IUU fishing (between RFMOs, RPOA-IUU) 

Re-nomination focal points from Malaysia and 
Thailand 

- Focal point (high management level) 
- Alternate Focal Points 

 
Timelines- immediate action, 3 months get first 
reminder 

   Medium Term 
2. Establishment of database and   sharing  
2 .Awareness Program 
3 .Capacity Building Program 
 
 
 
 

 
- Utilization of existing database (national 

database, RFVR) 
- National Committees has been established and 

functioned both countries 
- SEAFDEC/TD may consider to support the 

fishing gear marking study to SEAFDEC regional 
meetings 
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Long Term 
Establishment of MoU between Malaysia and 
Thailand 

 1.2 The use of 
neighboring 
countries of port 
facilities 
(landing, ice 
refill, etc.) 

Short Term 
1. Nomination of National Focal points to 

coordinate data exchange and networking 
2. Notification of any registered fishing vessel of 

respective country that is permitted to land its 
catch and to use on foreign port’s facilities (at 
Thailand/Malaysia ports) 

3. Malaysia to write officially requesting to deny 
the use of port facilities by Malaysian fishing 
vessels  

4. Updating each other both countries domestic 
fisheries legislation  

5. Both countries shall deny entry into port those 
listed IUU vessels  

6. Encourage private sector/public campaign to 
refrain from buying IUU caught products and 
doing business transaction with individual 
associating with IUU fishing.  

Re-nomination focal points from Malaysia and 
Thailand 

- Focal point (high management level) 
- Alternate Focal point 

  Medium Term 
1. Establishment of data base and sharing 
2. Awareness Program 
3. Capacity Building Program 

3.1 Malaysia requests DOF Thailand its 
experience in the implementation of PIPO 

3.2 Thailand will communicate with Malaysia 
to obtain experience of Malaysia on SSF 
capture fisheries statistics on the advance 
data collection methodology  

 
 

 
Refer to the ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing 
the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU 
Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain 

68 



                  

 

Long Term 
 Establishment of MoU between Malaysia and 
Thailand 

 1.3 Encroachment 
by foreign 
fishing vessels 

Short Term 
1 .Both countries shall strengthen the enforcement 

and collaboration between government 
agencies  

2. Both countries will report and exchange of 
available information on their own fishing 
vessels encroaching borders (Malaysia/Thai 
waters).  

3. Updating each other domestic fisheries 
legislation through National Focal points 

 
Medium Term 
1. Establishment of data base and sharing 
 
2 .Awareness Program 
 
3 .Capacity Building Program (i.e. sharing 
information and experience on VMS technology 
to detect/investigate the fishing gears, operations 
in the fishing grounds/zones)  
Long Term 
Establishment of MoU between    Malaysia and 

Thailand 

 

2.Transboundary
 /Shared 
Stock ) i.e . 

mackerel, 
neritic tuna( 

2.1 Improve record 
of catch and 
landing at ports  

 

Short Term 
1. Active participation in the existing SWGs 

(AIB, Neritic tunas, shark, etc.)  
2. Exchange of data between the countries (refer 

also to issue Landing of catch)  
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  Medium Term  
Promote the use of SOP (improve the record of 

catch and landing) for both countries  
Long Term 
Establishment of MoU between Malaysia and 
Thailand 

 

 2.2 Information on 
Stock status and 
their fisheries  

Short Term 
Active participation in the existing SWGs (AIB, 
Neritic tunas, shark, etc.)  
Medium Term  
Promote the use of SOP (improve the record of 
catch and landing) for both countries  
Long Term 
Establishment of MoU between Malaysia and 
Thailand 

 

 

70 



                  

71 

 

Annex 17 
 

SUMMARY AND FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS  
 

Follow-up actions to support effective fisheries management to reduce illegal and destructive 
fishing through bilateral cooperation between two countries include three (3) main categories: 
 

I. Agreed Plan of Actions 
II. Joint R&D Activities 
III. Combat IUU Fishing 
IV. Other Areas of Cooperation 

 
I. Agreed Plan of Actions 

 
1. Revision of 2014 bilateral joint action plan (to be implemented during August 2017 and 

onwards) 
2. While waiting for signing of MOU between Malaysia and Thailand, establishment of 

an interim “national focal point” – having high level administrative authorities of 
representations from Malaysia and Thailand to actively collaborate in the two specific 
issues: 
o Dual Flagging / Registration / De- Registration; and 
o The use of neighboring countries of port facilities (landing, ice refill, etc.)  

3. There are already an established focal point (for both countries) under the RPOA IUU 
platforms and this network can be used for all IUU related issues 

4. In any other issues, both countries can used the existing SEAFDEC’s National 
Coordinator as temporary contact point to establish communication.  

5. Promotion on the application of the regional plan of actions and tools developed by 
SEAFDEC: 
o ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU 

Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain 
o ACDS 
o ASEAN RPOA for the Management of Fishing Capacity 
o RPOA Neritic Tuna 
o RFVR 
o SOP data collection – AIB Species 
o Etc. 

 
II. Joint Research Activities: 

 
1. A new research survey to follow up key recommendations from the previous based-line 

survey conducted by TD and MFRDMD on “strengthen Malaysian and Thai Partnership in 
support of joint fisheries planning and management in the Western Gulf of Thailand 

2. Fishing Gear Marking 
 

III. Combat IUU-fishing  
 

1. MCS network between the two (2) countries 
2. Establishment of a mechanism for information exchange 

o Type of information to be shared and/or updated (including duration cycle for 
updating such information): 
 Fisheries laws/legislation 
 Zoning system 
 Status of shared stocks 
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 Name list of IUU fishing vessels 
 List of concerned authorities in the country 
 Etc. 

 
o Members/ Working Group 

 
3. New requirements of documentation for importation of fisheries product into Thailand 

– LOV is only for domestic used. Thailand to advice Malaysia regarding the 
requirements. 

4. New Notice to Mariners no. 1/2017 on requirements for foreign vessels involved in 
transporting fish for export from Tanjung Manis Port, Sarawak 

5. Improvement of traceability system in Malaysia and Thailand through the testing of the 
ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) in Brunei (tentatively after September 
2017) 

6. Information sharing on Thailand efforts in the management and implementation of 
TAC on target fisheries resources 

7. Information sharing on Thailand experienced in managing and conducting PIPO 
system 

8. Capacity building programs 
o Port inspection 
o Fishing vessel/gear inspection 
o Stock assessment and risk assessment 

 
IV.  Other Areas of Cooperation 

 
1. Pre Notification of Emergency Measures for Importation of Live Tilapia fish into 

Malaysia 
2. Possible cooperation in: 

o Aquaculture sectors including broodstock and hatchery management and technology 
- through research and development, technology transfer, sharing of knowledge, 
training, and attachment programs. 

o Processing, production and marketing in fisheries product 
o Management and conservation of captured fisheries especially in inland fisheries 
o Promotion of business venture project in fisheries related industries 
o Exchange of experts, technicians and skilled/ semi skilled/ unskilled workers for 

education, training and research 
o Exchange of technical information in order to facilitate trade 
o Fisheries Biosecurity 
o Other areas in research and development (not limiting to aquaculture) 
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