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The Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, 18-22 March 2019

REPORT OF THE FIFTY-FIRST MEETING OF THE COUNCIL
OF THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT CENTER

18 - 22 March 2019, Surabaya, East Java, Indonesia

INTRODUCTION

1. The Fifty-first Meeting of the Council (51CM) of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development
Center (SEAFDEC) was convened in Surabaya City, East Java, Indonesia from 18 to 22 March 2019 at
the kind invitation of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia.

2. The Meeting was attended by the Council Directors for Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam together with their
respective delegations, as well as the Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General and the senior officials
of SEAFDEC. The Meeting was also attended by representatives from the Coral Triangle Initiative on
Coral Reefs, Fisheries, and Food Security (CTI-CFF), the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific
(FAO/RAP), and the United States Agency for International Development/Regional Development Mission
for Asia (USAID/RDMA). The list of participants appears as Annex 1.

INAUGURAL CEREMONY

3. The Inaugural Ceremony of the Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council was held on 18
March 2019, and was officiated by the Vice Governor of East Java, Indonesia, the Honorable Dr. Emil
Elestianto Dardak on behalf of the Minister of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) of Indonesia, Ms.
Susi Pudjiastuti.

4, At the outset, the Director General for Marine and Fisheries Research and Human Resources
Development of MMAF and Alternate Council Director for Indonesia, Prof. Sjarief Widjaja on behalf of
the Council Director for Indonesia and Secretary General of MMAF, Mr. Nilanto Perbowo welcomed the
Council Directors and their delegations as well as other guests to Surabaya, Indonesia and also to the
Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. He commended SEAFDEC for assisting the ASEAN
Member States in the sustainable management of fishery resources especially with regards to combating
IUU fishing and promoting the conservation and management of tropical anguillid eel resources as
Indonesia is one of the biggest eel producers in the world. In this connection, he requested the SEAFDEC
Council Directors to endorse the Policy Guidelines for Regional Conservation and Management of
Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources in Southeast Asia during this 51CM. He also highlighted on the need for
capacity building of the stakeholders to address the wide gaps in the sustainable development of fisheries
and aquaculture among the ASEAN Member States. Finally, he wished the participants a pleasant stay in
Surabaya and invited them to explore the culture and crafts of Surabaya. His Welcome Statement appears
as Annex 2.

5. The Director General of the Fisheries Administration of Cambodia H.E. Eng Cheasan, in his
capacity as the Chairperson of SEAFDEC Council for 2018-2019, also welcomed the participants to the
Fifty-first SEAFDEC Council Meeting. He expressed the gratitude of the SEAFDEC Council to the
Government of the Republic of Indonesia for the warm hospitality and arrangements for the Fifty-first
Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. He mentioned that the City of Surabaya is among the few places with
emblems that depict aquatic species, and the City has two aquatic species in its emblem, which are sharks
and crocodile. Such species are considered species of international concern, which would be one of the
important issues to be discussed at this 51CM, especially in preparation for the CITES-CoP18 to be held
in Sri Lanka in May 2019. He also recalled that during the Special Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in
November 2017, the Council adopted the SEAFDEC Strategies Towards 2030, and commended
SEAFDEC for aligning its present and future programs and projects in accordance with the said Strategies.
He also congratulated SEAFDEC for the significant progress it has made, especially in strengthening its
cooperation and partnership with other international, regional, and national organizations and agencies, as
well as non-member governments that share common interest towards the sustainable development of
fisheries in the Southeast Asian region. His Remarks appears as Annex 3.
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6. The Vice Governor of East of Java Province, Indonesia, Dr. Emil Elestianto Dardak, on behalf of
Ms. Susi Pudjiastuti, welcomed the participants and guests of the Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC
Council and to the City of Surabaya. He gave a brief historical background of East Java as well as its local
fishing practices. He mentioned that Indonesia acknowledges the important role of SEAFDEC particularly
in assisting the Member Countries in promoting sustainable fisheries and conservation of marine
resources, which are important for Indonesia in achieving the SDG 14: Conserve and sustainably use the
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development. Among others, he mentioned the several
efforts that Indonesia is doing to achieve the SDG 14, such as putting as national priority activities to
combat 1UU fishing, establishing 20 million ha of marine protected areas, and reducing about 70 % of
marine plastic debris by 2025. Because of these efforts, the fish stock in the waters of Indonesia has
improved and the country is now leading the fisheries trade balance among the ASEAN Member States.
He emphasized that regional cooperation through SEAFDEC mechanism is important and expressed the
hope that this Meeting would create concrete actions to protect the fishery resources and make the ocean
that the countries share much healthier. Lastly, he invited the participants to enjoy their short stay in
Surabaya and experience the local culture through its local cuisine and products, and then declared the
Meeting open. His Opening Remarks appears as Annex 4a and Annex 4b.

I. PROCEDURAL MATTERS
1.1 Opening of the Meeting

7. The Director General of the Fisheries Administration of Cambodia and Chairperson of SEAFDEC
Council for 2018-2019, H.E. Eng Cheasan welcomed the participants to the Meeting. He reiterated his
gratitude to the SEAFDEC Council Directors as well as to the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments for
the support extended to him during his term as Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council. While expressing
the hope that the same support could also be granted to the incoming Chairperson of the SEAFDEC
Council, he also encouraged the Council Directors to continue their support to SEAFDEC in the years
ahead for the sustainability of fisheries in the Southeast Asian region. His Opening Remarks appears as
Annex 5.

1.2 Election of the Chairperson for the Year 2019-2020

8. The Director General for Marine and Fisheries Research and Human Resources Development of
MMAF, Prof. Sjarief Widjaja and the current Alternate Council Director for Indonesia on behalf of the
Council Director for Indonesia, was unanimously elected as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for
2019-2020, in accordance with Article 5, Paragraph 4 of the Agreement Establishing SEAFDEC. While
expressing his gratitude to all the Council Directors for the trust given him to serve as the Chairperson of
the SEAFDEC Council, he also sought the continued support of the Council Directors as well as those
from the regional organizations during his term of duty as the Chairperson.

1.3 Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangement for the Meeting

9. In response to the question raised by the Council Director for Japan about the addition of the
fishery subsidies issue the later version of the Agenda of the 51CM, the representative from the
SEAFDEC Secretariat explained that it has become necessary to include the Way Forward for Fishery
Subsidies and to revise the Agenda of the 51CM, considering that the Regional Technical Consultation on
International Fisheries-related Issues in June 2018 requested SEAFDEC *to facilitate the identification of
focal points as well as development of ASEAN common position on fishery subsidies for adoption by the
ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (AMAF) to be reflected at the WTO forum upon
consideration by the SEAFDEC Council.”

10. The Council took note of the clarification made by the representative from the SEAFDEC
Secretariat and adopted the Agenda, which appears as Annex 6.
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Il. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

11. The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, Dr. Kom Silapajarn congratulated the Council Director for
Indonesia, represented at this 51CM by Prof. Sjarief Widjaya on behalf of Mr. Nilanto Perbowo, for
having been elected as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for the Year 2019-2020. He expressed
the appreciation to H.E. Eng Cheasan, the Council Director for Cambodia for serving as the Chairperson
of the Council during 2018-2019, and for his efforts in guiding SEAFDEC towards the implementation of
programs that cater to the priorities and requirements of the Member Countries.

12. As his term of office with SEAFDEC is going to be completed in September 2019, Dr. Kom
Silapajarn also thanked the SEAFDEC Council Directors for their support during his term as the
Secretary-General of SEAFDEC. He then presented to the Council the Draft SEAFDEC Annual Report
for 2018, focusing on the highlights of the activities and major achievements in 2018, in accordance with
the SEAFDEC Strategies Towards 2030 adopted by the SEAFDEC Council during its Special Meeting in
2017.

13. During the discussion, the Council Director for Indonesia expressed the appreciation to
SEAFDEC for implementing significant programs and activities in 2018. He specifically urged SEAFDEC
to continue providing capacity building activities to enhance the resilience of coastal communities in
pursuing sustainable livelihoods and management of the resources. In this regard, the Council was
informed that SEAFDEC is developing the second phase of the project “Enhancing Coastal Community
Resilience for Livelihood and Coastal Resources Management” for possible support by potential donors.

14, While expressing the appreciation to the Government of Indonesia for the warm hospitality
extended to the participants in the 51CM, the Council Director for Thailand congratulated SEAFDEC for
its achievements and outputs from the programs and projects implemented in 2018 that resulted in the
improvement of every aspect in the sustainable development of fisheries and aquaculture of the region. He
also commended the Training Department for implementing the Human Resources Development for
Sustainable Fisheries through the conduct of the Training Course on Sustainable Fisheries Management,
as well as for conducting on-site training courses on the application of the Ecosystem Approach to
Fisheries Management (EAFM), that enhanced the understanding of the stakeholders not only on the
concept of sustainable fisheries management, but also on the significance of cooperation among relevant
agencies and stakeholders. He also asked SEAFDEC for its continued support especially in the conduct of
training courses on EAFM for concerned officers of Thailand in the future. In this connection, the
Secretary-General of SEAFDEC mentioned that the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) will continue to assist SEAFDEC in updating the curriculum and materials of the
EAFM training course in order to enhance its promotion in the ASEAN Member States (AMSS).

15. The Council Director for Myanmar expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC for providing
detailed information on the projects and activities it had implemented in 2018, and looked forward to
having continued success in the implementation of projects in the future in close cooperation with the
Member Countries.

16. While expressing gratitude to the Government of Indonesia for hosting the 51CM, the Council
Director for the Philippines commended SEAFDEC for the accomplishments of its programs and projects
implemented in 2018. He cited that the Philippines has significantly benefitted from the several projects of
SEAFDEC, and asked SEAFDEC to document clearly the outcomes of these projects for the benefit of the
fisheries sector of the Member Countries. In this regard, the Secretary-General reiterated that several
projects implemented by SEAFDEC would be completed in 2019, and the lessons learnt from the
implementation of these projects would be summarized and properly documented, and would be
subsequently shared with the Member Countries.

17. The Council Director for Lao PDR expressed the appreciation to the Government of Indonesia for
the warm hospitality extended to the participants of the 51CM. He also congratulated SEAFDEC for its
achievements and outputs in 2018, and cited that the activities supported by SEAFDEC in 2018 had
contributed to the development of the country’s National Strategies on Sustainable Fisheries Development
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that includes an objective towards attaining improved livelihood of fishers. He then expressed the
commitment of Lao PDR to continue working closely with SEAFDEC in the future.

18. While also expressing gratitude to the Government of Indonesia for the warm hospitality
extended to the participants in the 51CM, the Council Director for Brunei Darussalam congratulated
SEAFDEC for the achievements from its projects in 2018 aimed towards sustainable fisheries and
enhanced community benefits. She added that specifically on aquaculture, SEAFDEC should consider the
possibility of expanding future collaboration and cooperation not only through the national agencies but
also with the research institutes.

19. The Council Director for Malaysia expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC for its achievements
and outputs in 2018, and the willingness of Malaysia to collaborate closely with SEAFDEC, especially in
the implementation of programs and projects in the future.

20. While thanking the Government of Indonesia for hosting the 51CM, the Council Director for
Japan also congratulated SEAFDEC for the programs and activities implemented in 2018, and suggested
that an amendment should be made to the SEAFDEC Annual Report, especially on the “Conservation and
Management of Catadromous Eels” to reflect the fact that Anguilla japonica has not been listed in the
CITES Appendices.

21. While expressing the appreciation to SEAFDEC for its achievements from the programs and
activities implemented in 2018, the Council Director for Viet Nam suggested that SEAFDEC should
consider highlighting some successes from its projects in its future annual reports. He also suggested that
SEAFDEC could enhance the dissemination of the results and lessons learnt from its projects in the future
through the social media.

22. After providing their views and comments on the activities of SEAFDEC, the Council approved
the Draft SEAFDEC Annual Report 2018 for publication and dissemination to the Member Countries,
relevant organizations and the public, taking into consideration the comments and suggestions made at this
51CM. Moreover, SEAFDEC should henceforth consider incorporating the comments made at this 51CM
during the planning and implementation of SEAFDEC programs and activities in the future.

I11. NOTES OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE SEAFDEC PROGRAM COMMITTEE
ON THE RESULTS OF THE FORTY-FIRST MEETING

23. The Council took note of the results of the Forty-first Meeting of the Program Committee
(41PCM) of SEAFDEC (Annex 7) convened on 5-7 November 2018 in Langkawi, Malaysia as presented
by the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC in his capacity as the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Program
Committee. After the discussion, the Council approved the progress of the programs implemented by
SEAFDEC in 2018 and endorsed the proposed programs for 2019, as well as the recommendations of the
SEAFDEC Program Committee.

IV. NOTES OF THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE FISHERIES CONSULTATIVE GROUP
(FCG) OF THE ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP (ASSP)
ON THE RESULTS OF THE TWENTY-FIRST MEETING

24, After taking into consideration the recommendations made during the Twenty-first Meeting of the
Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (21FCG/ASSP) on 8-9
November 2018 in Langkawi, Malaysia (Annex 8) as presented by the Deputy Director-General of the
Department of Fisheries, Thailand and SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for Thailand, Mr. Bunchong
Chumnongsittathum on behalf of the ASEAN Co-chair for the 21FCG/ASSP Meeting, the Council
endorsed the Report of the Twenty-first Meeting of the FCG/ASSP.

25. In relation to the Report of the 21FCG/ASSP, the Council Director for Viet Nam clarified that
whether or not fishing vessels not included in the RFVR Database could be considered as illegal fishing
vessels is subject to the protocol for submission of data from countries to the RFVR Database. In this
regard, the protocol for confirming whether or not fishing vessels not included in the RFVR Database are
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illegal fishing vessels, should therefore be considered in the future development of the RFVR. In this
connection, the Council Director for Japan recalled that during the discussion on this issue at the Fiftieth
Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, Japan made a suggestion on how to deal with fishing vessels not
registered in the RFVR Database, which is for SEAFDEC to revise the Protocol. Meanwhile, the Council
Director for Brunei Darussalam proposed that in the Protocol, the statement “whether or not fishing
vessels not included in the RFVR Database could be considered as illegal fishing vessels” should be
clarified to be able to confirm whether the fishing vessels not included in the RFVR Database are illegal or
not. The 51CM confirmed that it would come back to this issue under the relevant agenda.

V. POLICY CONSIDERATION ON IMPORTANT ISSUES
5.1 Issues on Combating IUU Fishing

5.1.1 ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from 1UU
Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain

26. The Council was informed on the progress of implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines for
Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain
(Annex 9) as presented by the representative from SEAFDEC Marine Fishery Resources Development
and Management Department (MFRDMD). Specifically, the Council took note of the Interim Report on
the Status of Implementation of the Regional Guidelines by the respective AMSs.

27. The Council Director for Indonesia indicated that although the self-evaluation on the
implementation of the Guidelines by the respective AMSs is a good starting point, MFRDMD should
identify the need of a particular AMS in the implementation of the Guidelines and provide training and
other capacity building as necessary. Furthermore, as the Guidelines which has already been endorsed by
AMAF provides a comprehensive tool to exclude IUU products from the supply chain, this should be
promoted at the international fora such as those of FAO to enhance its recognition by a wider audience.
He shared the information on the progress made by Indonesia in implementing a traceability system for
fish and fishery products, and that Indonesia has already received the Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)
certification.

28. An observation was made on the Interim Report indicating that almost all AMSs have attained
more than 90% achievement rating for implementing the Guidelines. In this regard, the Council suggested
that the comments previously made during the 21FCG/ASSP on the transparency of the self-evaluation
process and whether the evaluation reflects the achievement of the objectives of the Guidelines, should be
considered.

29. The Council Director for Thailand expressed the view that the questionnaire used for the self-
evaluation also includes some questions that are not relevant to the country’s progress and achievements
in combating IUU fishing, particularly the question regarding request for advice or assistance from
SEAFDEC (i.e. 1.3.3c, 2.1b). He therefore requested that MFRDMD should consider separating the scores
from these questions in order that the results from the questionnaire survey would reflect the real
achievement of the implementation of the Guidelines.

30. While congratulating SEAFDEC for conducting the survey as it provided the information on the
efforts made by the AMSs to ensure that their respective fish and fishery products are not derived from
IUU fishing activities, the Council Director for Viet Nam made an observation that only some AMSs
could fulfill the legal frameworks for the implementation of the Guidelines. In this connection, further
steps should be made by MFRDMD to promote the Guidelines in order that the entry of IUU products into
the supply chain could be prevented through, for example, the development of a “blacklist” of fishing
vessels that includes either national vessels or those from other AMSs. Moreover, the AMSs should also
designate their respective focal points to update the blacklist of fishing vessels to improve the
implementation of the Guidelines in the future.

31. In addressing the concerns of the Council, the representative from MFRDMD explained that
although the Guidelines is voluntary in nature, implementation of market measures are very important to
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ensure that fish and fishery products from the AMSs could be traded in the international market, and
several aspects in the Guidelines point to the compliance with market measures, e.g. vessel registration,
traceability system. He added that although the current phase of the promotion of the Guidelines does not
intend to provide capacity building for AMSs, this could be taken into account in the future while the
engagement of external evaluators could also be considered. Furthermore, he also supported the
suggestion on sharing of information on blacklisted fishing vessels among the AMSs to combat 1UU
fishing in the region.

32. While noting the suggestion to develop the “blacklist” vessels, the Council Director for Brunei
Darussalam informed the Council that there had been incidents of foreign vessels encroaching in their
waters but such vessels were not apprehended but some could be identified. In this regard, the term “watch
list” could be more appropriate. She added that in the Interim Report, a disclaimer should clearly indicate
the fact that Brunei Darussalam was not included in the self-evaluation. The representative from
MFRDMD clarified that the self-evaluation did not include Brunei Darussalam and Singapore due to
budgetary constraints.

33. The Council Director for Japan shared the same concern on the process of the self-evaluation and
suggested that MFRDMD should consider finding alternative methods by conducting similar surveys
every few years to monitor the progress made by each AMS in the implementation of the Guidelines. On
the encroachment of foreign vessels in Brunei Darussalam waters, he suggested that if the flag is known,
Brunei Darussalam should contact the flag State of such vessels to confirm whether or not such vessels are
IUU fishing vessels, while the watch list would be useful if the name of the vessels is identified even if the
flag is unknown.

5.1.2 Regional Fishing Vessels Record

34, The Council took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC Training Department (TD) on the
promotion of the Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for vessels 24 meters in length and over
(Annex 10) as presented by the representative from TD. Specifically, the Council was informed on the
progress of the discussion and future plans on the development of RFVR for vessels less than 24 meters in
length. The Council also considered and provided comments on the draft “Protocol for Accessing the
RFVR Database System by non-AMS” which was prepared by the SEAFDEC Secretariat after
accommodating the comments of the Council sought through ad referendum circulation for endorsement.

35. With regards to the Protocol for Accessing the RFVR Database System, the Council Director for
Singapore suggested that in the preparation of the Letter of Agreement (LOA) between non-AMSs and
SEAFDEC, the flexibility for SEAFDEC to make changes to the Protocol and review the LOA when
necessary, should be explicitly specified.

36. While taking note of the progress of promoting the utilization of the RFVR Database, the Council
Director for Malaysia suggested that the AMSs should regularly provide their respective updated data to
the RFVR Database. With regards to the proposed development of the RFVR for vessels less than 24
meters in length, he suggested that the current RFVR should be fully utilized instead, and then supported
the approval of the Protocol for Accessing the RFVR Database System.

37. The Council Director for Viet Nam mentioned that the country is in the process of completing its
national database of fishing fleets by the third quarter of 2019, and thus would only be able to provide data
for the RFVR 24 meters in length and over by that time. While expressing support to the development of
RFVR less than 24 meters in length, he mentioned that the national database is being developed for
vessels 15-24 meters in length, and from such database the possibility of extracting information on vessels
18-24 meters in length as required by SEAFDEC, could be considered. On the draft Protocol for
Accessing the RFVR Database System, which could be changed over time, he suggested that at this stage
the RFVR Database should only serve as reference for verification of vessel’s information. However, if a
particular vessel is not included in the RFVR Database, the port State should communicate directly with
flag State to verify the legal status of such vessel.



The Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, 18-22 March 2019

38. While supporting the Protocol for Accessing the RFVR Database System by Non-AMSs, the
Council Director for Indonesia informed the Council that Indonesia has already provided updated data for
the RFVR Database for vessels 24 meters in length and over in March 2019, and suggested that for the
time being SEAFDEC should consider enhancing the use of the RFVR Database for vessels 24 meters in
length and over instead of expanding the RFVR to also cover vessels less than 24 meters in length.

39. The Council Director for Myanmar informed the Council that Myanmar is planning to submit the
RFVR data to SEAFDEC in April 2019. At present, the data is being prepared to comply with the
requirements of the eACDS, the Fisheries Information System (FIS), and the Vessel Monitoring System
(VMS). With regards to the “Protocol for Accessing the RFVR Database System by Non-AMSs,” he
informed the Council that Myanmar would concur with the decision of the other AMSs on this matter.

40. While supporting the promotion of the RFVR Database, the Council Director for Thailand
expressed the concern that the data on the number of fishing vessels provided by the AMSs cover only two
to three years, which is not sufficient enough to conclude whether the trend of fishing vessels has really
increased or decreased. As for the decreased number of fishing vessels of Thailand in the RFVR Database,
he explained that this is due to the issuance of the new Royal Ordinance on Fisheries (2015) with the
Fisheries Management Plan (2015-2020) where the number fishing efforts have been adjusted to match
with the available resources. While also observing the delay in providing data by several AMSs in the
RFVR Database, he suggested that SEAFDEC should work closely with the AMSs to ensure that the data
in the RFVR Database is regularly updated.

41. In the case of the delayed submission of the data from the Philippines, the Council Director for
the Philippines explained that the Philippines is still in the process of reviewing and updating its fishing
vessels database, and that the required data would be submitted to SEAFDEC when such process is
completed.

42. The Council Director for Japan reiterated that in dealing with vessels that are not included in the
RFVR, the port State should contact the flag State first to obtain the concerned vessel’s status, as
suggested by the Council Director for Viet Nam. With regards to the sharing of information from the
RFVR Database with non-AMSs, he expressed the concern that not all AMSs have submitted the updated
information in the RFVR Database system and thus, such data is not appropriate to be shared. He then
encouraged all AMSs to submit their updated data to SEAFDEC based on the agreed timeline.

43. On the development of a “blacklist” of fishing vessels and on the difficulties encountered by
Brunei Darussalam in determining vessels to be considered in the blacklist, the Council Director for the
Philippines concurred with the suggestion of the Council Director for Brunei Darussalam that a “watch
list” should be developed instead, to serve as warning for fishing vessels that are still operating
unsustainable fishing practices.

44, In concluding the discussion, the Secretary-General confirmed that the current RFVR Database
could serve as reference for data verification, and supported the proposed development of a “watch list” of
IUU fishing vessels. On the Protocol for Accessing of the RFVR Database, he supported the suggestion
that sharing of database should be postponed until all AMSs could provide updated data. Considering that
most of transshipment vessels within the Southeast Asian waters are mostly less than 24 meters in length,
he suggested that the expansion of the RFVR Database to also cover vessels less than 24 meters in length
should be considered to enhance the utilization of the RFVR Database in the future.

5.1.3 ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme

45. The Council took note of the progress on the implementation of the ASEAN Catch
Documentation Scheme (ACDS) for marine capture fisheries (Annex 11), particularly the pilot testing of
the electronic system of the ACDS (eACDS) in Brunei Darussalam, and the expansion of the pilot sites to
Myanmar, Malaysia and Viet Nam, as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.

46. The Council Director for Brunei Darussalam expressed the gratitude to TD for the development
of eACDS as well as to SEAFDEC for making Brunei Darussalam as a pilot site, and to the Government
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of Japan for the support extended to SEAFDEC that facilitated the pilot testing of the eACDS in Brunei
Darussalam.

47. While expressing the appreciation to TD for delivering a comprehensive report, the Council
Director for Indonesia also expressed the country’s support to the expansion of the pilot testing of the
eACDS to other AMSs to promote the traceability of fish and fishery products and combat 1UU fishing in
the region.

48. The Council Director for the Philippines sought clarification and raised concern on the accuracy
of information on the differences between the electronic Catch Documentation and Traceability System
(eCDTS) developed with support from USAID Oceans and the eACDS developed with support from the
Japanese Trust Fund (JTF) and SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. In this connection, the representative from the
SEAFDEC Secretariat clarified that while the eACDS supports the traceability of fish and fishery products
throughout the supply chain, the eCDTS focuses on particular aspect of the process such as the processors.
Nevertheless, the Council Director for the Philippines suggested that SEAFDEC should seek the
clarification and confirmation from the USAID Oceans on this aspect.

49, The Council Director for Viet Nam expressed the appreciation to the JTF and the USAID Oceans
for supporting the expansion of pilot site in Viet Nam, and added that through its implementation in Viet
Nam, experiences on the eACDS implementation could be gained and the connection among the various
pilot sites in the region could be explored to maximize the implementation of the eACDS. Moreover, since
Viet Nam has already conducted a gap analysis of its legal framework based on the traceability system
available in the country, these could be used to determine whether the eCDTS could fulfill any gaps in the
traceability system. In addition, Viet Nam is planning to also obtain support from the JTF and USAID
Oceans, i.e. for the JTF to support the critical point of traceability system from harvest to market; and
from USAID Oceans on the technology that supports the traceability system.

50. The Council Director for Myanmar informed the Council that regarding the expansion of eACDS
pilot site in Myanmar, two landing sites had been selected, and the Department of Fisheries of Myanmar
has been trying to establish the electronic reporting system that links with its VMS. He added that
Myanmar would support the use of eACDS to combat IUU fishing and enhance intra-regional and
international trade in fish and fishery products, as well as facilitate regional as well as international
information sharing. As for the eCDTS, he expressed the concern that countries that are not involved as
pilot sites such as Myanmar, are only attending workshops occasionally thus, are not able to fully
understand the operationalization of the system.

51. The Council Director for Malaysia commended SEAFDEC for the progress made in the
development of eACDS, and looked forward to discussing with SEAFDEC on 22-26 April 2019, the
details of pilot test planning for the system in Malaysia.

52. The Council Director for Japan inquired whether the eACDS could help the AMSs in fulfilling
the different requirements for exporting fish and fishery products to EU and the US. In response, the
Deputy Secretary-General informed the Council that the eACDS comprises key data elements that include
the necessary requirements to export to EU and the US market, as well as those of the other importing
markets. The Secretary-General added that the import regulations and requirements of importing countries
have been considered during the development of the ACDS.

53. Nevertheless, the Council Director for Viet Nam pointed out that Viet Nam has identified the
critical points for product traceability, and if these could be controlled in a transparent manner, it means
that the traceability system of the country could be reliable. Although both the US Presidential Task Force
on Combating IUU Fishing and Seafood Fraud, and the EU Regulation No. 1005/2008 aim to ensure
product traceability, their manners of controlling IUU fishing activities are different. While the US
Regulation puts control on the exporters directly, the EU Regulation imposes control through the
exporting government authorities.

54, The Council Director for Singapore viewed that the importance of eACDS should not only be to
promote traceability within the country, but also traceability across the value chain. She therefore
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suggested that SEAFDEC should consider exploring the possibility of connecting the systems of the
AMSs to provide for exchange of e-certificates for trade purposes.

5.1.4 Regional Cooperation to Support the Implementation of Port State Measures in the ASEAN
Region

55. The Council took note of the progress of the promotion of the Regional Cooperation to Support
the Implementation of the Port State Measures (PSM) in the ASEAN region (Annex 12) as presented by
the representative from TD.

56. In promoting the implementation of PSM, the Council Director for Malaysia encouraged
SEAFDEC to continue collaborating with partners in organizing human resource capacity building
activities for port inspectors to support the implementation of the PSM by the AMSs.

57. Regarding the planned “Regional Training Course on Port State Measures Implementation for
Inspectors” scheduled on 22-26 July 2019, the Council Director for Indonesia suggested that SEAFDEC
should seek assistance from FAO and relevant RFMOs to provide the resource persons for this training.
He also proposed that the training could be conducted in Indonesia.

58. While informing the Council that VViet Nam has recently become a Party to the Port State Measure
Agreement (PSMA) on 3 January 2019 and that the country’s national legal frameworks had been revised
to support the implementation of the provisions in the PSMA, the Council Director for Viet Nam
requested SEAFDEC to consider supporting the AMSs for implementing the PSMA by providing
knowledge on the procedures and protocols for port inspection, as well as for conducting their respective
needs assessment.

59. The Council Director for Myanmar informed the Council that with support from FAO, a
workshop to review the country’s compliance with the provisions of the PSMA has been organized in
Myanmar to formulate the national strategies and action plans with the aim of fulfilling the requirements
of the PSMA and related international instruments. He also requested SEAFDEC to consider providing
capacity building activities to Myanmar officers in support of the implementation of PSM.

60. While expressing the appreciation to SEAFDEC for supporting the capacity building activities
towards the implementation of PSM in the region, the Council Director for Thailand expressed the full
support of Thailand to the implementation of PSM as this is an important tool to effectively combat lUU
fishing. He added that Thailand has currently designated 25 ports along its coastal provinces which are
tasked to coordinate with other countries, whether these countries are Parties or non-Parties to the PSMA,
in support of the implementation of PSM. He also requested SEAFDEC to encourage the Member
Countries to share their respective PSM information to the FAO Port-Lex Database and to scale up the
utilization of the Database.

61. Regarding the suggestion made by the Council Director for Japan during the 50" Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council for SEAFDEC to tap the expertise of other organizations, e.g. the Indian Ocean Tuna
Commission (IOTC), in conducting training courses on PSM, the Council Director for Indonesia
concurred with such suggestion. In this connection, the Council Director for Japan requested SEAFDEC to
follow up on the said suggestion specifically in facilitating information exchange among the AMSs on
PSM implementation and strengthening the collaboration among the AMSs in combating IUU fishing in
the region. Such collaboration could be mobilized in order that in cases where a particular AMS spots a
fishing vessel that is possibly operating illegally or violates sustainable fishing practices, the information
could be relayed to the other AMSs for their appropriate action.

62. In addressing the concerns raised by the Council Directors, the Secretary-General mentioned that
collaboration with other organizations, e.g. USAID, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) and FAO, had been enhanced. He added that SEAFDEC had discussed with IOTC during the
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission in May 2018 on the possible cooperation including the dispatch of
resource person(s) to SEAFDEC to support the PSM implementation by the AMSs. He also cited that the
training conducted by TD in January 2018 was on general PSM implementation, while the training to be
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conducted in 2019 would be for port inspectors, and future training sessions could be on other specific
topics, e.g. risk analysis. SEAFDEC would also convey the suggestion of the Council for the Member
Countries to share their PSM information with the Port-Lex Database. In addition, the Deputy Secretary-
General of SEAFDEC also informed the Council that SEAFDEC had organized sub-regional dialogues on
MCS network in 2018 for strengthening the coordination among the concerned AMSs including PSM
implementation.

5.1.5 Regional Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity

63. The Council took note of the progress made by SEAFDEC in the compilation of feedbacks from
the AMSs, namely: Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand, on the implementation of the Regional Plan of
Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity) in their respective countries, as
presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat (Annex 13). The Council was also
informed about the proposed two-year project “Implementation and Assessment of Fishing Capacity and
Zoning System for Southeast Asia” by MFRDMD for funding support from the ASEAN dialogue
partners, and that such Project would enhance the future activities of SEAFDEC in relation to the
implementation of the RPOA-Capacity.

64. The Council Director for Malaysia explained that during the last Meeting of the ASEAN Fisheries
Consultative Forum (AFCF) in 2018, the representative from Malaysia informed the AFCF Meeting
regarding the proposed project jointly developed with MFRDMD with funding support from Japan-
ASEAN Integration Fund (JAIF). The said proposal had already been submitted to the ASEAN Secretariat
and is being evaluated by JAIF, and subsequently the proposal would be circulated by the ASEAN
Secretariat to all AMSs for comments and scrutiny.

65. The Chief of MFRDMD provided additional information on how the new proposal would support
the RPOA-Capacity, as the new project focuses mainly in assessing the level of fishing capacity. He then
sought the cooperation of the AMSs to provide data on catch and effort which are necessary for the
analysis and identification of the appropriate level of fishing capacity of the AMSs.

66. The Council Director for Indonesia requested SEAFDEC to consider supporting the AMSs in
their efforts to enhance the implementation of the RPOA-Capacity. He recalled the discussion during the
41PCM on the proposed establishment of the RPOA-Capacity Secretariat and sought for more detailed
information on the progress of such proposal as well as the funding source to support its operation.

67. The Council Director for Thailand indicated that Thailand has no objection on the proposed
establishment of the RPOA-Capacity Secretariat. However, he raised the concern on the need for more
detailed information, especially on the main objectives of such proposal. He therefore requested
SEAFDEC to provide such information, including the structure and key functions of such Secretariat, as
well as the procedures on how the AMSs could appropriately support the implementation of this
mechanism.

68. In response, the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC explained that the establishment of the RPOA-
Capacity Secretariat was only a suggestion during the 41PCM. However, through the new project
proposed by MFRDMD, clearer plans could be developed on how SEAFDEC would support the AMSs in
the implementation of the RPOA-Capacity in the future.

5.2 Regional Cooperation to Promote Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture in the ASEAN
Region

5.2.1 Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the ASEAN Region

69. The Council took note of the progress of implementation of the RPOA-Neritic Tunas in the
region, particularly the results of 2018 stock and risk assessments of the Spanish mackerel
(Scomberomorus commerson) and king mackerel (S. guttatus) in the Pacific Ocean and in the Indian
Ocean of the Southeast Asian region, as well as the management recommendations made by the Scientific
Working Group for Neritic Tunas (SWG-Neritic Tunas) for these two species, as presented by the
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representative from MFRDMD (Annex 14). In addition, the Council was also informed on the results of
the DNA study on the stock structure of longtail tuna.

70. While commending MFRDMD for its efforts in pursuing the stock assessment of the Spanish and
king mackerels, the Council Director for Indonesia suggested that MFRDMD should continue to conduct
the stock assessment of other species of neritic tunas. However, since the conduct of stock assessment
requires long-term CPUE data, he also suggested that data collection schemes of the countries on these
species should be enhanced. Furthermore, while he expressed concern on the recommendations to reduce
the catch of the Spanish mackerel and increase the catch of the king mackerel in Pacific and Indian
Oceans, he suggested that specific working group should be established to consider the results and
conclusion of the stock and risks assessments of these two species in order to come up with appropriate
management recommendations.

71. On the previous suggestion made by the Council during its 50" Meeting for the possibility of
expanding the work of the SWG-Neritic Tunas to also cover stock assessment of other small pelagic
species such as anchovies, sardines and scads, the Council Director for Indonesia reiterated his view that
the SWG-Neritic Tunas should mainly focus on neritic tuna species rather than on the other small pelagic
species considering that these latter species are local stocks and could be managed by the countries.

72. The Council Director for the Philippines recognized the importance of the results of stock and
risk assessments of Spanish and king mackerels. However, he also pointed out that these species are
bycatch from multi-species fisheries. He therefore suggested that the activities of the SWG-Neritic Tunas
should also focus on stock assessment of target neritic tuna species in order to come up with practical and
effective management measures that would ensure the sustainable utilization of the species.

73. The Council Director for Thailand expressed the appreciation to MFRDMD for the conduct of
stock assessment and that Thailand has no objection on the results of such stock assessment. He also
requested SEAFDEC to encourage the AMSs to ensure the sustainable utilization of neritic tuna species
especially longtail tuna which is used as raw materials by the fish processing industry in many countries.
He also agreed with the proposal to conduct a stock structure study on neritic tunas using microsatellite
DNA.

74. The Council Director for Malaysia supported the proposed expansion of the SWG-Neritic Tunas
to cover stock assessment of other neritic tuna species, as well as the conduct of future genetic study by
MFRDMD. In response, the Chief of MFRDMD explained that MFRDMD is now using microsatellite
DNA study to obtain information on the stock structure of longtail tuna.

75. The Council Director for Japan reiterated the concern on the possible duplication of the works of
SEAFDEC and RFMOs, especially with I0TC, which has the mandate to manage neritic tunas stocks,
although no management measures have been made in place. He also encouraged Thailand, Malaysia and
Indonesia as Parties to the IOTC, to propose to IOTC that the Spanish and the king mackerels which are
local stocks should be managed by the countries if there are local stocks migrating in this area. He also
requested the AMSs to seriously consider putting into practice the recommendations of the SWG-Neritic
Tunas toward the sustainable utilization of the said neritic tuna resources.

76. The Deputy Chief of MFRDMD pointed out that although not an RFMO, SEAFDEC promotes
sustainable management of neritic tunas and promotes capacity building on stock and risk assessments for
the Southeast Asian region because neritic tunas provide important protein sources for peoples in the
region. It is for this reason that SEAFDEC monitors the stock status of both species in Southeast Asia,
especially that some countries in the region are Parties to some RFMOs e.g. IOTC, as this would facilitate
understanding of the strength of the harvest level for neritic tuna resources in the region. SEAFDEC also
wishes to confirm that biological information is necessary for the assessments and management of stocks
which is insufficient in the Southeast Asian region as well as in other several regions of relevant RFMOs,
thus the collection and arrangement of those data is necessary. The exchange of biological information
such as genetics, growth and spawning of neritic tuna stocks between the Southeast Asian region and the
regions of relevant RFMOs will help further the development of assessments and management of the
stocks from these regions.
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17. With regards to the concerns raised on the utilization of the results of the stock and risk
assessments of the Spanish mackerel and the Indo-Pacific king mackerel, the Chief of MFRDMD stated
that currently, there are not much studies on neritic tunas undertaken by IOTC. In this connection, he
agreed with previous suggestions that the results of the stock and risk assessments of neritic tunas
undertaken by the SWG-Neritic Tunas should be shared with concerned RFMOs, e.g. I0TC, for
appropriate action.

78. Furthermore, the SEAFDEC Secretary-General also mentioned that initial discussions had already
been made by SEAFDEC with the IOTC on the future sharing of the results of the stock and risk
assessment of neritic tunas. He also encouraged the AMSs to consider utilizing the results of the
assessments conducted by the SWG-Neritic Tunas as basis to properly manage neritic tunas in their
respective waters.

5.2.2 Conservation and Management of Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources and Promotion of
Sustainable Aquaculture

79. The Council took note of the progress of implementation of the JAIF-supported project
“Conservation and Management of Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources and Promotion of Sustainable
Aquaculture,” and the adopted “Policy Guidelines for Regional Conservation and Management of
Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources in Southeast Asia” (Annex 15), as presented by the Chief of SEAFDEC
Inland Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (IFRDMD).

80. While expressing support to the Policy Guidelines developed by IFRDMD, the Council Director
for Indonesia mentioned that in 2019-2020, Indonesia would collaborate with FAO to develop the
electronic database for tropical anguillid eels, establish the country’s NPOA for eel species, and conduct
training of trainers for the local communities on the aquaculture of eels. He added that some local
communities have already been practicing restocking of tropical anguillid eels He then requested
SEAFDEC to consider developing a digital map of the distribution of anguillid eels in Southeast Asia as
well the methodologies for stock assessment and restocking of eels, and transferring the technology for
breeding and feed development of anguillid eels culture.

81. The Council Director for Myanmar expressed the gratitude to SEAFDEC for extending support to
AMSs from 2017 to 2019 for improving the collection of statistics and data to determine the status of
tropical anguillid eels in the AMSs, and promoting the aquaculture of eel species. He informed the
Meeting that Myanmar has only one tropical anguillid eel farm which focuses on eel fattening, and that the
country also has long coastline that embraces rich habitat for juveniles of tropical anguillid eels. He
therefore requested SEAFDEC through the JAIF-supported project to consider providing technical support
for the development of the aquaculture of tropical anguillid eels in Myanmar, and that the format for
fisheries data collection should be provided by SEAFDEC to Myanmar. He also suggested that SEAFDEC
should consider conducting awareness training courses in the AMSs to support the establishment of the
catch statistics on anguillid eels.

82. The Chief of IFRDMD informed the Council that IFRDMD is formulating a new project which
aims to develop the method for stock assessment of anguillid eels including standardized CPUE data.
Furthermore, IFRDMD would also examine the information on eel biodiversity to facilitate the
development of a digital map of anguillid eel distribution in the region, and would conduct genetic and
stock analysis of the anguillid eels which are essential for development of the appropriate method of eel
stock assessment. In addition, IFRDMD would explore the possibility of adopting the existing ASEAN
Catch Documentation Scheme for enhancing the traceability of anguillid eel fisheries in Southeast Asia.

83. In response to the concern raised by the Council Director for Japan on whether the new project of
IFRDMD would come up with data collection and stock assessment methods for anguillid eels rather than
on the transfer of aquaculture technology, the Deputy Secretary-General explained that improvement of
survival ratio and the development of aquaculture technology for anguillid eels was a part of the ongoing
JAIF-supported project which will be completed during 2019, but not for the new project.

12
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84. While agreeing with the results of the anguillid eel surveys in the AMSs, specifically the findings
that glass eels are not found in the waters of Thailand and the aquaculture of anguillid eels is not practiced
in the country, the Council Director for Thailand expressed the support of Thailand in the development of
stock assessment methods and strengthening of measures for management of tropical anguillid eel
resources in Southeast Asia. He therefore requested that the involvement of officers from the Department
of Fisheries of Thailand in data collection at the project sites would be considered, as well as the
participation of such officers in relevant training courses and other related activities.

5.2.3 Aquatic Emergency Preparedness and Response Systems for Effective Management of
Transboundary Disease Outbreak in Southeast Asia

8b. The Council took note of the report made by the Chief of SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department
(AQD) on the progress in the development of “Aquatic Emergency Preparedness and Response Systems
for Effective Management of Transboundary Disease Outbreaks in Southeast Asia” (Annex 16).
Specifically, the Council was informed on the results of the “ASEAN Regional Technical Consultation on
Aquatic Emergency Preparedness and Response Systems for Effective Management of Transboundary
Disease Outbreaks in Southeast Asia” organized on 20-22 August 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand, as well as
on the development of the “Regional Technical Guidelines and Mechanism for Early Warning System for
Aguatic Diseases.”

86. While commending AQD for its efforts in developing the Regional Guidelines, the Council
Director for Indonesia provided the following suggestions for the amendment of the Guidelines:
e Part 3: Add “Aquaculturist Community” defined as group of persons engaged in aquaculture
e Part 4.3: Additional inputs:
- Prevent the spread of suspected diseases from their own farms to other farms
- Perform treatments to reduce potential virulence
- Document any information related to clinical signs, mortality, etc.
e Part5: Additional inputs:
- The aquaculturist and the aquaculturist community inform FHO or extension worker about
any abnormal occurrences in the fish farm
- FHO or extension worker inform competent authority (CA) about all abnormal occurrences
in the fish farm and the presumptive diagnostic results
- CA analyzes the report from FHO whether it is necessary to perform confirmatory
examination or not. If it necessary, CA performs confirmatory examination and make the
final report
e Part 6.2: Additional inputs:
- Immediate recognition of signs of disease, or an emerging disease, or unexplained
mortality, in aquatic animals at farm level by the aquaculturist/aguaculturist community
- FHO/CA inspects, collects, and documents all information including samples related to
abnormal occurrences and chorological occurrences
- FHO informs CA about abnormal occurrence outbreak in the fish farm and also report the
presumptive results
- CA analyzes the report from FHO whether it is necessary to do confirmatory examination
or not. If it is necessary, confirmatory examination can be started. The final report should
consist of conclusion that the abnormal occurrence could differentiate the listed or
emerging disease
e Part 6.3: Additional inputs:
- Aquaculturist provides FHO/CA with information on abnormal occurrence/disease signs, as
well as any movements of live animal prior to disease
- Aquaculturist community do prevention the spread of the suspected disease at their farm to
another location
- Agquaculturist/aquaculturist community do any possible treatment to reduce of potential
damage
- Aquaculturist/aquaculturist community do documentation of any information related to
clinical sign, mortality rate, etc.
e Part 7.3.3: Additional input:
- Add FHO and Competent Authority
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e Part 7.4: Additional input:
- Add FHO and CA Staff

87. The Council Director for Thailand expressed the concern that since the countries were given short
period of time to review the Regional Guidelines, Thailand could not provide any comments on the
Guidelines at the moment. He therefore reiterated that SEAFDEC should make sure that documents
requiring immediate approval of the Council are provided at least two weeks in advance, so that the
Council would have adequate time for consideration. While expressing the appreciation to AQD for the
development of the Regional Guidelines, the Council Directors for Malaysia and Singapore also shared
the same concern with Thailand that more time would be necessary before any consideration on the
Regional Guidelines could be made.

88. After the discussion, SEAFDEC was asked to reseek the Council’s approval of the Regional
Guidelines ad referendum, after accommodating the suggestions made at this 51CM, and subsequently
submit the Regional Guidelines to the ASEAN mechanism for endorsement, based on the following
suggested timeline:

Timeline Actions
3 April 2019 SEAFDEC Secretariat to circulate the Regional Guidelines to the Council
after accommodating the comments raised during the 51CM, for
additional comments if any

17 April 2019 The Council Directors to send further comments on the Regional
Guidelines back to the SEAFDEC Secretariat for inclusion in the revised
Regional Guidelines

26 April 2019 SEAFDEC Secretariat to circulate the final draft Regional Guidelines to
the Council for approval

10 May 2019 The Council Directors to convey their approval of the Regional
Guidelines to the SEAFDEC Secretariat

13 May 2019 Upon the Council’s approval, SEAFDEC Secretariat to circulate the
Regional Guidelines to the FCG-ASSP Focal Points for approval and
subsequent endorsement to the 27" Meeting of ASWGFi for endorsement

5.3 Ensuring the Food Safety and Quality of Fish and Fishery Products in ASEAN Region
5.3.1 Regional Guidelines on Cold Chain Management for Seafood

89. After taking note of the progress of the development of the “Regional Guidelines on Cold Chain
Management of Fish and Fishery Products in ASEAN Region” as presented by the Chief of SEAFDEC
Marine Fisheries Research Department (MFRD), the Council approved the Regional Guidelines (Annex
17).

90. While expressing the appreciation to MFRD for developing the Regional Guidelines that provide
minimum standards for the AMSs in the implementation of cold chain management and considering the
complexity of small-scale fisheries in the region, the Council Director for Indonesia requested MFRD to
consider preparing an action plan to support the implementation of the Regional Guidelines by the AMSs.
He added that such action plan could include capacity building for the stakeholders involved in the cold
chain management especially the middlemen.

91. In order to promote and enhance the implementation of the cold chain management system for

fish and fishery products in the ASEAN region, the Council approved the submission of the Regional
Guidelines to the ASEAN mechanism for endorsement.
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5.4 Others
54.1 Way Forward for Fishery Subsidies

92. The Council took note of the recommendations made during the Regional Technical Consultation
(RTC) on International Fisheries-related Issues organized on 20-22 June 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand,
particularly on fishery subsidies (Annex 18) as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC
Secretariat.

93. During the discussion, the Council Director for Viet Nam suggested that SEAFDEC should work
closely with FAO for collective inputs on the reference points (e.g. overcapacity, overfishing) for fishery
subsidies. While sharing the concern of Viet Nam on the frequent discussions convened to discuss fishery
subsidies at the WTO but considering the limited resources of the AMSs that constrain the countries from
sending delegates to attend such discussions at the WTO, the Council Director for Malaysia expressed the
apprehension that the idea of developing the ASEAN common position on fishery subsidies is no longer
practical as the common position has to be endorsed by the ASEAN mechanism prior to the WTO
negotiations, in which case it might no longer be timely to use such positions during the discussions.

94, While sharing the view that the WTO negotiations on fishery subsidies are frequently occurring,
the Council Director for Japan mentioned that Japan regularly sends officers to attend the negotiations at
the WTO in Geneva, Switzerland and observed that most of the participants are trade experts who are less
familiar with fisheries issues. He therefore suggested that the AMSs participating in the negotiations
should also send fisheries experts and alerted the AMSs that the WTO negotiations on fishery subsidies in
2019 would be very critical as several new proposals could be anticipated in view of the approaching
timing of the Ministerial meeting.

95. While reiterating a provision under SDG 14 that includes the prohibition of certain forms of
fishery subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and overfishing, elimination of subsidies that contribute
to IUU fishing, among others, the Council Director for Indonesia supported and agreed with the
aforementioned views expressed by the Council Directors for Viet Nam and Japan. Meanwhile, in
responding to the comments made by the Council Director for Japan, the Council Director for Malaysia
expressed the difficulties in sending fisheries representatives to the WTO meetings due to budgetary
constraints. It is in this connection that sending of representatives from Malaysia is properly planned to
make sure that fisheries experts are sent to take part in WTO meetings that discuss fisheries-related issues,
i.e. fishery subsidies. Furthermore, he also mentioned that in order to minimize the cost of sending
delegates directly from the fisheries agency to the WTO negotiations, a task force led by the Malaysian
Ministry of International Trade based in Geneva could also be utilized to participate in the negotiations.

96. In conclusion, the Secretary-General informed the Council that SEAFDEC would work closely
with FAO in updating the information on the results of discussions on fishery subsidies which would be
shared with the Member Countries.

V1. COOPERATION WITH INTERNATIONAL/REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
AND NON-MEMBER GOVERNMENTS

97. Representatives from the collaborating partners of SEAFDEC attending the Fifty-first Meeting of
the SEAFDEC Council were invited to inform the Council of their programs and activities relevant to the
sustainable development of fisheries in the Southeast Asian region, as well as the potential areas of
cooperation with SEAFDEC.

98. The Interim Executive Director of the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries, and
Food Security (CTI-CFF), Dr. Hendra Yusran Siry, on behalf of the CTI-CFF Regional Secretariat and
Coral Triangle Initiative and its six Member Countries, thanked SEAFDEC for the invitation to attend this
valuable meeting. He also thanked the Government of Indonesia for the excellent hospitality in hosting the
51CM. He recalled that the collaboration between SEAFDEC and CTI-CFF started in 2015 and the 5-year
Memorandum of Understanding to conserve the marine biodiversity in Southeast Asia and Coral Triangle
Area was signed during the Forty-seventh Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. He continued that since
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then, the CTI-CFF and SEAFDEC conducted several activities particularly with respect to the
implementation of the EAFM. He also expressed the intention of CTI-CFF to collaborate with SEAFDEC
in promoting the sustainability of sharks and rays fisheries in Southeast Asia and the Coral Triangle.
Finally, he expressed the hope that the cooperation between SEAFDEC and CTI-CFF would continue to
address the challenges and issues concerning oceans governance and marine biodiversity. His Statement
appears as Annex 19.

99. The representative from the Food and Agriculture Organization/Regional Office for Asia and the
Pacific (FAO/RAP), Dr. Simon Nicol expressed the gratitude to SEAFDEC for inviting FAO/RAP to the
51CM, and to the Government of Indonesia for the hospitality and arrangements made for the Meeting. He
pointed out the importance of fisheries in the Southeast Asian region and the degradation of aquatic
resources, and the role of SEAFDEC in strengthening the regional cooperation and in supporting the
efforts of the ASEAN Member States in combating IUU fishing in the Southeast Asian region. He also
mentioned the importance of promoting the RFVR and the implementation of the PSM, and appreciated
the efforts of SEAFDEC for promoting responsible fisheries, gender equity, and youth opportunities. He
also expressed the hope for strengthened collaboration with SEAFDEC on combating 1UU fishing, and
implementation of the “Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-Scale Fisheries in the
Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication,” among others. While reaffirming the intention of FAO
to continue collaborating with SEAFDEC, he also mentioned about the forthcoming programs to be
implemented in the region with funding support from GEF, such as the BOBLME - 2 (Strategic Action
Plan Implementation), Indonesian Seas Large Marine Ecosystem Project (Governments of Timor Leste
and Indonesia), GoTFish (Gulf of Thailand), and capacity development on inland fisheries in the Lower
Mekong Basin. His Statement appears as Annex 20.

100. In the Statement of the Director-General of the Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific
(NACA) Dr. Cherdsak Virapat, read for him by the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, he expressed the
appreciation to SEAFDEC for the invitation extended to NACA to participate in the 51CM although
NACA could not send any representative to attend the Meeting due to conflict of schedule. While
expressing the appreciation to SEAFDEC for supporting several collaborative activities throughout the
past five years, Dr. Cherdsak also provided information to the SEAFDEC Council that FAO in
collaboration with NACA is planning to organize the “Global Aquaculture Millennium +20 Conference”
in Shanghai, People’s Republic of China in September 2020, with the objectives of: 1) reviewing the
present status and trends in aquaculture development; 2) evaluating the progress made in the
implementation of the Bangkok Declaration and Strategy on Aquaculture Development Beyond 2000 and
the Phuket Consensus 2010; 3) addressing the emerging issues in aquaculture development; 4) assessing
the opportunities and challenges for future aquaculture development; and 5) building the consensus on
advancing aquaculture as a global, sustainable and competitive food production sector. He reiterated the
concerted desire of NACA and SEAFDEC to find opportunities to strengthen collaboration and
coordination in aquaculture development activities in the region and beyond. His Statement appears as
Annex 21.

101. The representative from the United States Agency for International Development/Regional
Development Mission for Asia (USAID/RDMA), Dr. R. Craig Kirkpatrick, expressed the gratitude to
SEAFDEC for the opportunity that enabled the USAID/RDMA to participate in the 51CM. He also
thanked the Government of Indonesia for the hospitality and leadership during the Meeting. He reiterated
that USAID will continue the collaboration with SEAFDEC and its Member Countries, and partners in
combating 1UU fishing, promoting sustainable fisheries management, and conserving marine biodiversity
in the Southeast Asian region. He cited that the collaboration between USAID Oceans and SEAFDEC
since 2015, which has drawn regional interest, involved works on electronic catch documentation and
traceability, sustainable fisheries management, human welfare, and public-private sector engagement. In
2018, SEAFDEC and the USAID Oceans Fisheries Partnership worked together closely to develop the
first known sub-regional fisheries management plan endorsed for the Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape. Starting in
2019, the Partnership has been working closely with the governments of Thailand and Viet Nam to
integrate the Partnership’s technology and learning in their respective local fisheries. Finally, he expressed
the continued commitment of USAID in strengthening the relationship with SEAFDEC to promote its
leadership and advance the priorities of its Member Countries towards national and regional priorities. His
Statement appears as Annex 22.
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102.  After the Statements of the collaborating partners of SEAFDEC, the Council Director for
Indonesia encouraged SEAFDEC to explore the possibility of collaborating with RFMOs that have
common interest with that of SEAFDEC, e.g. with the IOTC.

103. In conclusion, the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC thanked the representatives from the
international and regional organizations for their collaboration and cooperation which are valuable for the
implementation of the programs and activities of SEAFDEC.

VII. OTHER MATTERS
7.1 CITES-related Issues

104.  The Council took note of the progress of the international and regional initiatives in addressing
CITES issues including the development of common positions of the SEAFDEC Member Countries on
the proposed listing of aquatic species into the CITES Appendices (Annex 23) as presented by the
representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.

105.  The Council Director for Japan pointed out one possible factual error in the Secretariat report on
the results of the discussions during the Sixth FAO Expert Advisory Panel for the Assessment of
Proposals to Amend Appendices I and 1l of CITES Concerning Commercially-exploited Aquatic Species.
The representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat explained that the three species of sea cucumbers proposed
for listing in the CITES Appendices received different determinations, i.e. the proposal on Holothuria
fuscogilva does not meet the CITES Appendix Il listing criteria; there was insufficient evidence to make a
determination on H. nobilis; while the proposal on H. whitmaei meets the CITES Appendix Il listing
criteria.

106.  Moreover, the Council was also informed that the Positions of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member
Countries on the Proposed Listing of Commercially-exploited Aquatic Species into the CITES Appendices
at the CITES-CoP18 that had already been endorsed by the SEAFDEC Council ad referendum, had been
submitted to the FCG/ASSP Focal Points for endorsement to the ASWGFi. Upon endorsement by the
higher authorities of the ASEAN, the AMSs should reflect such Positions during the decision making at
the CITES-CoP18.

107.  The Deputy Secretary-General also explained that SEAFDEC was invited to attend the 15"
Meeting of the ASEAN Working Group on CITES and Wildlife Enforcement Network to be organized on
2-4 April 2019 in Sandakan, Malaysia, where the aforesaid ASEAN-SEAFDEC Common Position would
be presented.

108.  The Council Director for Japan informed the Council that Japan is still in the process of finalizing
the country’s position toward the proposals to list commercially exploited aquatic species into the CITES
Appendices. Nevertheless, he cited that Japan would oppose the proposed listing of the mako sharks as the
species is considered highly migratory and is subject to management by concerned RFMOs. However, sea
cucumbers which are more sedentary and subject to national fisheries management, are also targeted for
capture posing risk for illegal trade. Considering that the habitats and behavior of mako sharks and sea
cucumbers are different, subjecting the species for listing in the Appendix Il of CITES should not
necessarily be treated in the same manner. Nonetheless, Japan would also take into consideration the
positions of the AMSs in developing the country’s final position on these species for the CITES-CoP18.

7.2 Revision of the Resolution and Plan of Action after 2020

109.  The Council took note of the progress of the evaluation and revision of the Resolution and Plan of
Action 2020 (RES&POA-2020), including the identification of priorities and issues necessary for revising
the RES&POA-2020 (Annex 24), as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.

110.  While noting the proposed timelines presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC
Secretariat on the appointment of national focal points for the revision of the RES&POA-2020 by May
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2019, the Council Director for Malaysia suggested that such timelines to designate national focal points
prior to the conduct of the regional meeting to evaluate the implementation of the RES-POA2020, should
be adjusted in order that some advance works could be undertaken prior to their attendance in the meeting.
The Council Director for Myanmar also supported the adjustment of the timelines for the revision of the
RES&POA-2020 as suggested by the Council Director for Malaysia.

7.3 Japanese Trust Fund (2020-2024)

111.  The Council took note of the procedures and schedule of the Japanese Trust Fund (JTF) for 2020-
2024 (Annex 25) as presented by the Deputy Secretary-General and Japanese Trust Fund Project Manager
of SEAFDEC, and that this new JTF would be an extension phase of the existing JTF-6 which is
scheduled to be completed in 2019. Moreover, the Council was also informed that upon consideration of
the JTF projects by the 41PCM, SEAFDEC will send the respective project annual plans for approval by
the Fisheries Agency of Japan, and the implementation of the projects under the extended JTF would start
in 2020.

112. While expressing the appreciation to the Government of Japan for extending support to
SEAFDEC through the JTF for the sustainable development of fisheries in the AMSs, the Council
Director for Indonesia suggested that the new phase of JTF should consider the conduct of more capacity
building activities that focus on technology transfer aiming to increase production and on value adding of
fish and fishery products, as well as on the enhancing the conservation of fisheries.

113.  The Council Director for Thailand also expressed the gratitude to Japan for sustaining its support
to the AMSs through the JTF, and informed the Council that Thailand has sent an official letter of
appreciation to the Government of Japan through the Fisheries Agency of Japan for the support extended
to SEAFDEC that enabled it to implement projects during the past decades.

VIIl. FUTURE DIRECTION OF SEAFDEC

114.  During the Closed Session of the Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council attended only by
the Heads of Delegations of the Member Countries, the Council was informed by the SEAFDEC
Secretary-General on the follow-up actions undertaken by SEAFDEC in accordance with the
recommendations and suggestions raised during the Closed Session of the Fifty-first Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council as follows:

0 Regarding the invitation for Papua New Guinea and Timor Leste to attend the SEAFDEC
meetings, SEAFDEC has sent invitation to Timor Leste to attend the SEAFDEC Program
Committee Meeting (PCM) in 2018, but since SEAFDEC did not receive any response from
them, SEAFDEC will no longer invite them to the PCM.

However, SEAFDEC could still consider inviting Timor Leste and Papua New Guinea to
participate in the technical meetings organized by SEAFDEC as deemed relevant.

0 On the MOU between the Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries (MMAF) of Indonesia
and SEAFDEC, the MMAF agreed to change the “establishment of MOU” to “signing of
specific Arrangement” to facilitate the implementation of the activities of IFRDMD. In this
connection, the Arrangement between SEAFDEC and the Agency for Marine and Fisheries
Research and Human Resources (AMAFRHR) of the MMAF of Indonesia which was
approved by the Council ad referendum, has already been signed.

115.  The Council also expressed the following views on important matters pertaining to the operations
of SEAFDEC as raised by the Secretary-General:

0 On the MOUs between SEAFDEC and institutions in China, SEAFDEC was reminded that it
should seek approval of the Council prior to signing of any collaborative arrangements with
non-Member Countries. In addition, the nature of cooperation should be carefully considered
in establishing future collaborations with non-Member Countries.
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On the Regional Fisheries Policy Network (RFPN), five members are currently funded by the
SEAFDEC-Sweden Project, and three by the JTF. While the funding from SEAFDEC-
Sweden Project will be completed in 2019 although the funding from JTF could still be
continued, possible options to maintain the RFPN program in the future was considered since
the RFPN program provides capacity building opportunities for staff of the Member
Countries to work at the SEAFDEC Secretariat for one year. In this connection, SEAFDEC
could request nominations for RFPN members from countries on rotational basis, e.g.
representatives from three countries to the RFPN in each year, and for countries that do not
have sufficient number of staff, such countries may not send their representatives to the
RFPN. Nevertheless, countries could still send additional staff as RFPN members at their
own funding arrangement.

Considering that the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project would be completed by the end of 2019, and
that the final Project evaluation would be conducted by mid of 2019, it is possible that
members of the evaluation team would visit some Member Countries to assess the
achievements of the Project. In this connection, the comprehensive report of the activities and
achievements of the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project should be sent to the Project participating
countries to provide the necessary information for such evaluation.

116.  The Council also raised the following issues that need consideration:

(0}

On the restructuring of the agencies in Singapore, all food functions would be placed under
the responsibility of Singapore Food Agency of the Ministry of Environment and Water
Resources starting the first of April 2019. With such arrangement, the new Marine
Aquaculture Center (MAC) will take over the responsibility in the implementation of the
MFRD Programmes.

While the on-going support of TD to Malaysia for the development of training syllabus on
fishing gear design, vessel design, and marine engineering, among others was being
acknowledged, TD was also requested to support the conduct of training on extension
methodologies for extension officers from Malaysia. Moreover, the Council Director for
Malaysia also proposed that SEAFDEC could consider supporting relevant experts from
Member Countries to join its delegation for international meetings/important visits on
rotational basis.

On the need of Indonesia for the establishment of sustainable mariculture set up including
procedures for site selection, zoning, impacts from feed to sea pollution, and also on
responsible fishing practices, SEAFDEC should consider conducting R&D of the design of
the mariculture set up as well as environmental friendly fishing gears, e.g. efficient materials
and design of FADs, and fishing gears and equipment.

While conducting research on anguillid eels, SEAFDEC should also focus on the
development of artificial seed production techniques considering that the increased supply of
artificial seeds would reduce fishing pressure on wild seeds, however, the experience of Japan
indicates that production of artificial seeds of eel species would be very challenging due to
certain problems such as the availability of juvenile feeds.

Given the recent poor catches of Japanese glass eels, China has recently imported large
amounts of American glass eels from the Caribbean countries. Although there is no proposal
for listing of anguillid eels into the CITES Appendices during 18" Session of the CoP CITES
in 2019, it is possible that the US might propose the American eel as well as other eel species
as look-like species to be listed in the CITES Appendices at the CoP, and this would impact
on the trade of tropical anguillid eels in the region.

117.  The Council also shared their views on the future direction of the regional fisheries development,
and when SEAFDEC undertakes the revision of the RES&POA-2020, the following areas should be taken
into consideration:
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Marine debris and micro-plastics (linked to food safety issues)

Environmental friendly fishing gears

Sustainable mariculture set up

Full-cycle breeding and aquaculture technologies for selected high-value species such as eel
Alternative feed ingredients from land-based sources to replace fish meal

Impacts of intensive aquaculture, e.g. parasites and pollution

Aligning of SEAFDEC programs with blue economy

OO0 O0OO0O0OO0O0

118.  The Council suggested that SEAFDEC should consider moving towards a more environment-
friendly practices in organizing meetings, workshops, and other events, replacing paper copies with
electronic documents. Nevertheless, the minimal use of paper copies could still be considered (i.e. one set
of hardcopy documents could be provided to the Head Delegate of each Member Country).

119.  On the possibility of the Member Countries not hosting SEAFDEC Departments, to increase their
respective Minimum Regular Contribution (MRC) to SEAFDEC as raised by the Council Director for the
Philippines, to lessen the burden of countries hosting the Departments, the Council expressed the
difficulties faced by several countries in changing the amount of their respective MRC, and suggested that
countries not hosting Departments should therefore consider sharing the results of their national programs
for the benefit of the other countries in the region.

IX. MANAGEMENT OF THE CENTER
9.1 Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels

120.  The Council took note of the report on the Operations of SEAFDEC Training and Research
Vessels (Annex 26) as presented by the representative from TD. For the M.VV. SEAFDEC 2, the Council
took note of the utilization of the vessels in 2018, and endorsed its proposed operational plan for 2019.
Specifically, the Council noted that in 2019 the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 would be used for the conduct of mid-
water trawl survey in Malaysian waters, while the request of Viet Nam to utilize M.V. SEAFDEC 2 for
the conduct of fisheries resources survey in Viet Nam in 2019 was postponed to 2020. With regard to the
M.V. SEAFDEC, the Council took note of the utilization of the vessel in 2018, and the proposed
utilization of the vessel in 2019 for maintenance of the Tsunami Warning System in the Andaman Sea in
collaboration with the National Disaster Warning Center of Thailand.

121.  The Council Director for the Philippines made an observation that the use of the M.V. SEAFDEC
and the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 is mainly based on requests made by the Member Countries and for other uses
such as the deployment of tsunami warning system in the Andaman Sea. He therefore suggested that
SEAFDEC should consider developing a program for the utilization of the vessels that address the
common concern of the Southeast Asian countries.

122.  The Council Director for Japan expressed the concern on the decreased utilization of the M.V.
SEAFDEC 2 in 2019, while recognizing several reasons thereof. He added that the low utilization of the
M.V. SEAFDEC 2 would pose problems in the future if SEAFDEC wants to acquire new research vessels
with support from the Government of Japan. He therefore encouraged the other Member Countries to
consider maximizing the utilization of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 in the future.

123.  The Council Director for Cambodia expressed the appreciation to TD for coordinating the fishery
resources survey in the waters of Cambodia in 2018 using the M.V. SEAFDEC 2. Such survey came up
with data that could be compared with the data from previous surveys conducted in the past 10 years in
Cambodia, providing an understanding of the changes in fishery resources especially the demersal
resources in Cambodian waters.

124.  The Council Director for Malaysia expressed the appreciation to TD for considering the request
of Malaysia to use the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 for the mid-water trawl survey in the waters of Malaysia in
September 2019, and added that the details of the survey would be discussed with SEAFDEC including
the necessary arrangements for such survey.
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125.  After commending TD for the sustained operations of the SEAFDEC Training and Research
Vessels, especially for the conduct of the “Collaborative Research Survey on Marine Fisheries Resources
and Marine Environment in the Gulf of Thailand,” the Council Director for Thailand informed the Council
that the survey had provided opportunity to the Thai researchers involved in the survey, not only in
strengthening their capability to conduct fisheries and oceanographic research, but also in establishing
network among researchers in the Gulf of Thailand sub-region.

126.  In responding to the query of the Council Director for Japan regarding the possible use of M.V.
SEAFDEC 2 for training course for Thai researchers and crew from the Department of Fisheries (DOF) of
Thailand, the representative from TD explained that the current training is basic fishing technology upon
request from the DOF under the Departmental Program of TD. However, during this training the M.V.
SEAFDEC 2 was not used because the vessel was under renovation. Nevertheless, the M.V. SEAFDEC 2
could be used to support advanced training course on fishing technology and marine resource survey for
officers from Thailand during the later part of 2019.

127.  The Chief of MFRDMD expressed the view that recently, the scientific echosounder of the M.V.
SEAFDEC 2 has not worked properly and such equipment needs to be upgraded so that the vessel could
be used for surveys of small pelagic fishery resources. In this connection, the representative from TD
mentioned that TD has considered acquiring a new scientific echosounder for the M.V. SEAFDEC 2.
However, prior to acquiring a new one, TD made use of the scientific echo-sounder of DOF Thailand to
test the compatibility of such equipment with the set up of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2.

128.  The representative from TD also expressed the appreciation to the DOF Thailand for lending its
scientific echosounder to TD as well as for allowing TD staff to participate in the survey in the Andaman
Sea in 2018 which was coordinated by DOF Thailand using the Norwegian research vessel the R.V.
Fridtjof Nansen and with support from FAO and Norwegian Government, as it has enabled the TD
researchers to acquire the techniques on mid-water trawl survey that could be extended to other AMSs.

129.  Considering that the utilization of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 is upon request by the Member
Countries, the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC encouraged the Member Countries to make maximum use
of the vessel in the future. Nevertheless, during the first few months of 2019, the vessel could not be
utilized because the vessel is being overhauled with support from the Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA). He added that in 2018 the vessel was used to support the collaborative research survey in
the Gulf of Thailand in collaboration with Thailand, Viet Nam and Cambodia with support from the
Japanese Trust Fund. However, such SEAFDEC-supported surveys could not be conducted more
frequently due to high budgetary requirements.

9.2 Collaborative Arrangements between SEAFDEC and Other Organizations

130.  The Council took note of the collaborative arrangements established between SEAFDEC and
other organizations that include: a) international/regional organizations, non-Member Governments and
donors; and b) agencies within the Member Countries in 2018 until the Fifty-first Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council (Annex 27), as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.

131.  The Council also noted that three Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) were signed by AQD
with three technical institutions in China. In this connection, the Chief of AQD clarified that these MOUs
were intended to provide broad frameworks for collaboration, of which the detailed project proposals
would be formulated later and coursed through SEAFDEC Secretariat for approval by the Council.
However, no project has been formulated nor undertaken to date under these MOUs. He added that the
MOUs were established in parallel with the terms indicated in the Philippine Government partnership with
China on fisheries and aquaculture, specifically on the condition to “focus only on aquaculture training,
exchange of experts, conduct of symposiums and applied R&D, including technology transfer.”

132.  Inthis regard, the Council Director for Japan requested AQD to provide such details in writing to
the Council Directors, and reiterated that SEAFDEC should adhere to the regulations that collaboration
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with organizations and agencies of non-Member Countries and shall seek the approval of the SEAFDEC
Council prior to entering into any terms of agreements or arrangements.

133.  The Council Director for Cambodia expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC for involving
Cambodia in the collaborative project “Strengthening the Effective Management of Inland Fisheries and
Agquaculture in the AMSs with GIS and Remote Sensing Technology,” and indicated Cambodia’s
commitment to support and provide necessary data and information to supplement data collection for the
implementation of this project in Cambodia.

9.3 SEAFDEC Gender Strategy

134.  The Council took note of the progress of the development of the SEAFDEC Gender Strategy as
presented by the representative of the SEAFDEC Secretariat.

135.  While supporting and endorsing the SEAFDEC Gender Strategy, the Council Director for
Indonesia informed the Council that Indonesia has a solid commitment to mainstream gender as part of its
national development strategic plan and national regulations. He added that gender mainstreaming in the
country’s fisheries sector had been strengthened through the conduct of activities including household
business diversification, product development, and small-scale aquaculture. In this connection, he invited
SEAFDEC to consider conducting pilot projects on gender in Indonesia as necessary, to enhance the
implementation of the SEAFDEC Gender Strategy in the Member Countries.

136.  The Council Director for Thailand expressed the appreciation to SEAFDEC on the development
of SEAFDEC Gender Strategy which covers all important aspects, specifically the designation and
empowerment of the SEAFDEC Gender Focal Persons (SGFP). He therefore requested SEAFDEC to also
consider establishing gender focal points for the AMSs to facilitate cooperation between SEAFDEC and
AMSs in support of the integration of gender perspectives in the fisheries sectors at the national and
regional levels.

137.  The Council Director for Japan expressed the view that since the SEAFDEC Gender Strategy is
voluntary in nature, the word “shall” in the introductory sentence of the Strategies should be replaced
with “should.” Furthermore, in response to the concerns raised on the rationale of Strategy 3.1, it was
clarified that the intention of the Strategy is not to achieve equal number of female and male participants,
but for the Member Countries and other organizations to strive towards providing equal opportunities for
the participation of female and male representatives to the events organized by SEAFDEC.

138.  To reflect such view and clarification, the Council made the following suggestions to revise the
SEAFDEC Gender Strategy:

0 An introductory sentence of the Strategies should be revised to read “In order to achieve the
objectives, the following strategies should be implemented:™

0 Strategy 3.1 should be revised to read ““Strive towards providing equal opportunities for the
participation of male and female representatives from Member Countries and other organizations
in events organized by SEAFDEC”

139.  After the discussion, the Council approved the revised SEAFDEC Gender Strategy for
implementation by the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments (Annex 28).

94 Procedures for Inviting Other Organizations and Non-member Governments to Attend the
SEAFDEC Council Meeting

140.  The Council took note of the proposed Procedures for Inviting Other Organizations and Non-

member Governments to Attend the SEAFDEC Council Meeting (Annex 29), as presented by the
representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.
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141.  During the discussion, the Council Director for the Philippines sought clarification from
SEAFDEC on how SEAFDEC would proceed if the consensus of the Council could not be reached with
respect to the participation of other organizations and non-member governments in SEAFDEC Council
Meetings. In response, the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat explained that as described in
the Proposed Procedures, in case there is no consensus, the SEAFDEC Secretariat could not extend
invitations to other organizations and non-member governments to attend the Council Meeting.

142.  The Council also noted that under the Guidelines on the Status of Various Organizations and
Private Agencies Participation in SEAFDEC Programs which was approved by the SEAFDEC Council in
2000, requests for participation of organizations and private agencies in SEAFDEC programs should be
made by the concerned Member Country(s) with the concurrence of all the Council Directors. However, in
cases where SEAFDEC receives the requests directly from other IGOs or Governments to attend the
Council Meeting, the Council agreed that SEAFDEC Secretariat can also propose the attendance of such
IGOs and governments to the Council Meetings.

143.  After the discussion, the Council approved the Procedures for Inviting Other Organizations and
Non-member Governments to Attend the SEAFDEC Council Meeting.

9.5 Procedures for Endorsement of Policy Documents to the ASEAN Mechanism

144.  The Council was informed on the Procedures for Endorsement of Policy Documents to the
ASEAN Mechanism which was developed taking into consideration the discussions during the
21FCG/ASSP Meeting as reported by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat (Annex 30).
Specifically, the Council was informed that during the 21FCG/ASSP, the Meeting agreed that policy
documents submitted to the FCG/ASSP should be those that have already been endorsed by the
SEAFDEC Council. The Council was also informed on the establishment of the FCG/ASSP Focal Points
comprising members from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries in order that matters requiring
urgent consideration could be considered and endorsed by the FCG/ASSP ad referendum, prior to their
submission to the ASWGFi.

145.  The Council noted that this issue was raised because of the discussions on submission of policy
documents and common positions that passed through the FCG/ASSP Meeting to the SEAFDEC Council
Meeting and then to the ASWGFi Meeting following the sequence of these meetings. However, after
consideration of the documents by the FCG/ASSP Meeting and submission to the SEAFDEC Council
Meeting, the SEAFDEC Council might have further comment on the documents. Therefore, the
FCG/ASSP Focal Point was established to assure that the documents submitted to the ASWGFi Meeting
has passed through the appropriate FCG/ASSP mechanism.

146.  The Council Director for Japan expressed his view that it might not be necessary for Japan to be
included in the FCG/ASSP Focal Points, considering that Japan is not a member to ASEAN and the
SEAFDEC Council is higher than the FCG/ASSP Focal Points, and that the issues that had already been
decided by the SEAFDEC Council could not be amended by the FCG/ASSP Focal Points. In this regard,
this 51CM confirmed that the SEAFDEC Council of Directors is the highest authority to make final
decisions under the SEAFDEC mechanism; while the FCG/ASSP is joint mechanism between ASEAN
and SEAFDEC to serve as channel for regional programs and policy documents submitted for
endorsement through the ASEAN mechanism.

147. The Council Director for Singapore observed that the issue seemed to be that policy documents
yet to be approved by Council was already channeled into the ASEAN Mechanism. As such, she
suggested that an option was to rearrange the FCG/ASSP meetings to be convened after the Council
Meetings. With regards to this suggestion, the Council Director for Viet Nam explained that such change
would require amendment of the TOR of the FCG/ASSP. Furthermore, convening the FCG/ASSP
Meeting has always been after the Program Committee Meeting (PCM) and prior to the Council Meeting
in order that programs and matters that had been approved by the PCM could be scrutinized by the
FCG/ASSP Meeting prior to their submission for endorsement by the SEAFDEC Council and the ASEAN
mechanism.
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148.  The Council reiterated that with the establishment of the FCG/ASSP Focal Points, matters that
need to be submitted to the ASWGFi could be coursed through the FCG/ASSP Focal Points after approval
by the SEAFDEC Council without waiting until the next FCG/ASSP Meeting.

9.6 Future of RFPN after 2019

149.  The Council was informed by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat on the status
after 2019 of the Regional Fisheries Policy Network at the SEAFDEC Secretariat (Annex 31), which is
currently being supported by the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project and the Japanese Trust Fund. The Council
was also informed that after 2019 funding from the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project would no longer be
available to support the RFPN although the JTF could still be availed of.

150.  After the deliberation, the Council agreed that the RFPN should be continued with support from
the JTF. Specifically, the JTF would support four (4) RFPN members in each year on a rotational basis,
following the alphabetical order of the SEAFDEC Member Countries. For countries that do not wish to
send an RFPN member with support from the JTF, the opportunity would be passed on to countries in the
next order. Nevertheless, countries other than the four that gets JTF support, could consider sending their
staff as RFPN members at their own funding arrangement.

9.7 Other Matters
9.7.1 Formation of Singapore Food Agency

151. The Council Director for Singapore informed the Council on the following changes in the
government structure of Singapore in relation to the operations of SEAFDEC/MFRD:

0 A new statutory board Singapore Food Agency (SFA) will be formed on 1% April 2019 from the
merger of Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority (AVA) and part of 2 other statutory boards. This re-
organisation will bring together related functions and streamline processes to provide a more
holistic oversight of Singapore’s food safety, food security and all other relevant food-related
matters. SFA will continue to uphold Singapore’s commitment to implement the MFRD
programmes.

0 SFA’s Marine Aquaculture Centre (MAC), will replace PHTC as the Collaborating Centre to
implement the MFRD programmes.

152.  The Council was also informed that such statements had been incorporated in the Plan of
Operation and Program of Work: Marine Fisheries Research Department (MFRD) Programmes (Revised
2019) which appears as Annex 32.

9.7.2  Rules for Paperless SEAFDEC Meetings

153.  The Council Director of Japan proposed that future SEAFDEC meetings should be paperless, (i.e.
replacing hard copies of documents with electronic formats of the working documents to be presented and
shared by meeting participants, or participants can download the document files from the SEAFDEC
website and print if necessary), unless the SEAFDEC Secretariat is requested to provide some participants
with hardcopies of the working documents prior to the meetings. In response, the Deputy Secretary-
General informed the Council that at least the SEAFDEC annual meetings, such as the Program
Committee Meetings and Council Meetings, would be paperless, while SEAFDEC would try its best to
make other technical meetings paperless as deemed practical.

154.  Upon the request of the Council, the Rules for Paperless SEAFDEC Meetings (Annex 33) was
developed by the SEAFDEC Secretariat and supported by the Council.

24



The Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, 18-22 March 2019

9.7.3 ASEAN Meeting on Combating 1UU Fishing in Partnership with the EU

155.  The Council Director for Thailand informed the Council that the Department of Fisheries,
Thailand in association with the Enhanced Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument or E-READI will
convene the ASEAN Meeting on Combating 1UU Fishing in Partnership with the EU on 4-5 April 2019 in
Bangkok, Thailand. The Meeting aims to develop and create an operational network that would enable
easy communication between the relevant enforcement agencies and national authorities, and share and
exchange of information between relevant flag States, coastal States, port States, and RFMOs with the
AMSs. He added that the invitation letters had already been sent to the AMSs by the ASEAN Secretariat,
and it is expected that the Meeting would provide opportunity for the AMSs to share ideas, discuss and
identify work, priorities, and best practices that will be used for developing the scope and work plan for
the establishment of ASEAN IUU fishing task force.

X. FINANCIAL MATTERS
10.1  Adoption of Audited Financial Report for the Year 2017

156. In accordance with Article 6, Paragraph 2 (ii) of the Agreement Establishing the Center, the
Council endorsed the audited consolidated financial statements of the Center for the year ended 31
December 2017 including that of the Secretariat and the four Departments for the Year 2017 (Annex 34)
as audited by the official auditors of the Center, Mr. Phongtorn Duangphanya from P&A Audit Company
Limited, Thailand.

10.2  Un-audited Financial Report for the Year 2018, and Status of the Financial Situation in the
Year 2019

157.  The Council took note of the Un-audited Consolidated Financial Report for the Year 2018
(Annex 35), which comprised the Un-audited Balance Sheet as of 31 December 2018, the Un-audited
Statements of Income and Expenditures for the Year 2018, and the Un-audited Fund Balance as of 31
December 2018, as presented by the representative from the SEAFDEC Secretariat.

158.  With regards to the Minimum Regular Contribution (MRC) in 2019, the Council noted the
commitment expressed by the Council Director for Viet Nam that the country’s MRC in the amount of
USD 26,000 will be transferred to SEAFDEC, but requested SEAFDEC to send again the official letter
which is needed to facilitate the internal procedures for transferring the money from Viet Nam to
SEAFDEC.

159.  The Council Director for Indonesia informed the Council that Indonesia will transfer the MRC to
SEAFDEC by the end of March 2019, while the Council Director for Myanmar will transfer the MRC to
SEAFDEC by April 2019.

160.  The Council endorsed the Status of the Financial Situation for the Year 2019 (Annex 36), which
includes the un-audited financial report at the end of 2018.

161. The Council approved the new auditing firms for the period 2018-2022 and noted that the
Consolidated Financial Statements for the Year 2018, Secretariat Financial Statements for the Year 2018,
and the Training Department Financial Statements for the Year 2018 would be audited by Auditor Mr.
Pongsakorn Suwannasaksin of the Auditing Firm P. Polymaths Audit Company Limited. Meanwhile,
AQD’s Financial Statements for the Year 2018 would be audited by Mr.Orvil Deroja of the KPMG R.G.
Manabbat & Co.; and MFRDMD Financial Statements for the Year 2018 would be audited by Mrs.
Rosdelima Binti Mohd Ali Jaafar of the Messrs Rosdelima & Co. (AF 1563). The Audited Financial
Statements of SEAFDEC for the Year 2018 would be presented during the Fifty-second Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council in 2020.
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10.3  Proposed Budgetary Requirements of the Center for the Year 2020

162.  While expressing satisfaction with the manner of which the budget is utilized by SEAFDEC, the
Council approved the proposed budgetary requirements of the Center for the Year 2020 as shown in
Annex 37. However, in order to give more time for consideration by the Council of the proposed
budgetary requirements of the Center, the Council Director for Japan suggested that the necessary
documents should also be provided to the SEAFDEC Council of Directors in advance.

163.  After the discussion, the SEAFDEC Secretary-General expressed the gratitude of SEAFDEC to
the Council for endorsing the proposed budgetary requirements of the Center for the year 2020.

10.4 Other Financial Matters

164.  On the concern raised by the Council Director for the Philippines regarding the utilization of the
accumulated funds, the SEAFDEC Secretary-General explained that such funds are used for important
events that have not been previously allocated with funds (e.g. celebration of the 50" Anniversary of
SEAFDEC), renovations and maintenance of buildings and facilities, acquisition of office equipment, and
so on. However, he assured the Council that the SEAFDEC funds including the accumulated funds are
spent in the most prudent, modest, and cost-effective manner.

165.  Moreover, the Council Director for the Philippines also suggested about the possibility of
rearranging the agenda of the future SEAFDEC Council Meetings, specifically the agenda involving the
financial status of the Center which should be presented before the agenda on any matter that requires
budgetary consideration or decision by the Council.

X1. CONCLUDING MATTERS
11.1  Adoption of the Meeting Report and Press Statement

166.  The Council adopted the Report of the Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council and the Press
Statement on the results of the Meeting on 22" March 2019 as shown in Annex 38.

167.  The Secretary-General of SEAFDEC on behalf of SEAFDEC expressed his utmost gratitude to
the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for excellently orchestrating the 51* Meeting of the SEAFDEC
Council in Surabaya City, Indonesia. He also thanked the organizers from Indonesia for the outstanding
arrangements that made all non-Indonesian participants very comfortable during their stay in Surabaya
City.

11.2  Date and Venue of the Fifty-second Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council

168. In considering the date and venue of the Fifty-second Meeting of the Council, the Council
Director for Japan informed the Council that the Government of Japan would accept the responsibility of
hosting the next Council Meeting in Tokyo, Japan in March or April 2020.

169.  The Council expressed the appreciation to the offer of Japan to host the next Council Meeting in
Japan, and requested the Secretary-General to discuss with the Council Director for Japan to finalize the
exact date and venue of the next meeting of the SEAFDEC Council.

11.3 Vote of Thanks to the Host Government

170.  The Council Director for Myanmar, on behalf of the SEAFDEC Council of Directors expressed
the appreciation of the Council to the Government of Indonesia for hosting and for the excellent
arrangements of this 51CM. He also congratulated the Chairperson of the Meeting for the successful
conduct of the 51CM, and looked forward to enhancing SEAFDEC to enable it to continue performing its
role in the sustainable development of fisheries in our region. He also expressed the gratitude to the
Secretariat of the Meeting especially the staff of MMAF of Indonesia for the smooth arrangements of the
Meeting and for the memorable moments in Surabaya City, Indonesia. His Remarks appears as Annex 39.
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XIl. CLOSING OF THE MEETING

171. The Chairperson expressed the appreciation to the SEAFDEC Council of Directors and the
representatives from regional and international organizations as well as to the SEAFDEC Secretary-
General, Deputy Secretary-General, Chiefs of Departments for the support accorded him during the
51CM. He reiterated that the recommendations obtained from the 51CM would strengthen the cooperation
among Member Countries and expressed the hope that all the decisions made would accelerate the
implementation of SEAFDEC programs and activities in 2019 benefiting all the Member Countries
through mutual respect and cooperation. He also expressed his sincere gratitude to the Secretariat of the
Meeting for their hard work which led to the success of the 51CM. With that note, he declared the Fifty-
first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council closed.

172.  On behalf of SEAFDEC, the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC expressed his sincere thanks to the
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries of the Republic of Indonesia for the warm hospitality during the
Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in the beautiful City of Surabaya. He also thanked the
Chairperson of the Meeting for his excellent leadership during the 51CM. He stated that the Meeting
obtained a very fruitful discussion to assess and address the issues that would enable SEAFDEC and the
Member Countries to set the direction and policies for the implementation of SEAFDEC programs and
projects. He assured the Council that SEAFDEC would do its best to support the Member Countries to
ensure that they are on track in achieving the SDG 14 by implementing sustainable fisheries management
and responsible fishing practices in the region. This 51CM has therefore created concrete actions toward
sustainable fisheries development in the region. He also extended his appreciation to the members of the
organizing team of the Government of Indonesia as the host country, for their unstinted support for this
important Meeting. His Closing Remarks appears as Annex 40.
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Annex 1

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Mariani Haji Sabtu (Ms.)
SEAFDEC Council Director and
Acting Director of Fisheries

Hajah Munah Haji Lampoh (Ms.)
Senior Fisheries Officer

H.E. Eng Cheasan
SEAFDEC Council Director and
Director-General

Buoy Roitana
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director
and Deputy Director General

Dr. Em Puthy

SEAFDEC National Coordinator and
Deputy Director of Planning, Finance and
International Cooperation

Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism
Muara Fisheries Complex

Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa

Muara BT1728, Brunei Darussalam

Tel: +673 277 2787

Fax: +673 277 1063

E-mail: mariani.sabtu@mprt.gov.bn

Department of Fisheries

Ministry of Primary Resources and Tourism
Muara Fisheries Complex

Jalan Peranginan Pantai Serasa

Muara BT1728, Brunei Darussalam

Tel: +673 277 0068

Fax: +673 277 1063

E-mail: munah.lampoh@fisheries.gov.bn

CAMBODIA

Fisheries Administration

Ministry of Agriculture

Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)

#186, Preah Norondom Blvd.

Sangkat Tonle Bassac, Khan Chamcar Mon
P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: +855 12 915567

Fax: +855 23 21579

E-mail: engrcheasan@yahoo.com

Fisheries Administration, MAFF

#186, Preah Norodom Blvd.

Sangkat Tonle Bassac, Khan Chamcar Mon
P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh, Cambodia
Tel: +855 12 55 8090

Fax: +855 23 21579

E-mail: roitana@gmail.com

Fisheries Administration, MAFF

#186, Preah Norodom Blvd.

Sangkat Tonle Bassac, Khan Chamcar Mon

P.O. Box 582, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Tel: +855 06850003

E-mail: emputhy@yahoo.com
drputhy@gmail.com
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INDONESIA

Prof. Sjarief Widjaja
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director
Research and Human Resources

Dr. Aryo Hanggono
Senior Advisor to the Minister for Ecology and
Marine Resources

Lilly Aprilya Pregiwati (Ms.)

SEAFDEC National Coordinator and

Director for Bureau of International Cooperation
and Public Relations

Waluyo Sejati Abutohir (Mr.)
Director for Center of Fisheries Research

Shingo Ota
SEAFDEC Council Director and

Councilor of Resource Management Department

Ryuto Ozaka
Technical Official of International Affairs
Division, Resource Management Department

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
(MMAF)

JI. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16
Gedung Mina Bahari Building I, 5" Floor
Jakarta 10110, Indonesia

Tel: +62 21 351 9070

Fax: +62 21 386 4293

E-mail: sesprikabrsdm@gmail.com

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
(MMAF)

JI. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16
Gedung Mina Bahari Building I, 7" Floor
Jakarta 10110, Indonesia

Tel: +62 21 351 9070

Fax: +62 21 386 4293

E-mail: aryosahli.esdl@gmail.com

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries

(MMAF)

JI. Medan Merdeka Timur No. 16

Gedung Mina Bahari Building I, 5" Floor

Jakarta 10110, Indonesia

Tel: +62 21 351 9070 ext. 7434

Fax: +62 21 386 4293

E-mail: lapregiwati@gmail.com
lillypregiwati@kkp.go.id
nc.indonesia@gmail.com

Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries
(MMAF)

Jalan Pasir Putih 11 RT.11/RW.10, RT.3/RW.10
Ancol, Pademangan, North Jakarta City
Jakarta 10110, Indonesia

Tel: + 64700928

Fax: +62 21 386 4293

JAPAN

Fisheries Agency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo, 100-8907 Japan

Tel: +813 6744 2367

Fax: +813 3502 0571

E-mail: shigo_ota810@maff.go.jp

Fisheries Agency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo, 100-8907 Japan

Tel: +813 6744 2367

Fax: +813 3502 0571

E-mail: ryuto_ozaka690@maff.go.jp
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LAO PDR
Bounthong Saphakdy Department of Livestock and Fisheries
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director and Deputy ~ P.O. Box 6644, Vientiane 01000 Lao PDR
Director-General Tel: +856 21 215243

Fax: +856 21 215141
E-mail: saphakdy@yahoo.com

Akhane Phomsouvanh Department of Livestock and Fisheries
SEAFDEC National Coordinator and Director of P.O. Box 6644, Vientiane 01000 Lao PDR
Planing and Cooperation Division Tel/Fax: +856 21 217869

E-mail: akhane@]live.com

MALAYSIA

Dato’ Dr. Bah Piyan Tan Department of Fisheries Malaysia
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director and Level 6 Tower 4 G2, Wisma Tani
Deputy Director-General of Management Precinct 2, Federal Government

Administrative Centre, Putrajaya
Malaysia 62628

Tel: +603 8870 4008

Fax: +603 8889 2460

E-mail: piyan@dof.gov.my

Adul Rahman bin Abdul Wahab Department of Fisheries Malaysia

Head of International Section Planning and Development Division
Level 6 Tower 4G2, Wisma Tani
Precinct 4, Federal Government
Administrative Centre Putrajaya
Malaysia 62628
Tel: +603 8870 4210
Fax: +603 8889 1195
E-mail: rahman_wahab@dof.gov.my

rahmanwahab2002@yahoo.com

MYANMAR
Khin Maung Maw Department of Fisheries
SEAFDEC Council Director Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation
and Director-General Building 36, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Tel: +95 9 505 9326
Fax: +95 67 341 8536
E-mail: kmaungmaw@gmail.com

Nyunt Win Department of Fisheries
Deputy Director, International Relation and Project ~ Ministry of Agriculture Livestock and Irriigation
Section Building 36, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Tel: +95 9 781 187927
Fax: +95 6 741 8556
E-mail: nyuntwin34@gmail.com
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PHILIPPINES

Nestor Domenden
Director 11

Rafael Vallente Ramiscal
SEAFDEC National Coordinator
and Chief of Capture Fisheries Division

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
PCA Building, Elliptical Road

Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines
Tel/Fax: +632 929 4296

E-mail: ndomenden@gmail.com

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
PCA Building, Elliptical Road

Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines
Tel./Fax: +632 929 4296

E-mail: rv_ram55@yahoo.com

SINGAPORE

Dr. Tan Lee Kim (Ms.)
SEAFDEC Council Director
and Deputy CEO (Corporate and Technology)

Lim Huan Sein
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director
and Director of Aquaculture Department

Seow Hui Ching (Ms.)
Scientist,
Aquaculture Department

Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of Singapore
52 Jurong Gateway Road, #14-01

Singapore 608550

Tel: +65 6805 2626

Fax: +65 6334 1831

E-mail: Tan_Lee Kim@ava.gov.sg

Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of Singapore
52 Jurong Gateway Road, #14-01

Singapore 608550

Tel: +65 6805 2939

Fax: +65 6334 1831

E-mail: Lim_Huan_Sein@ava.gov.sg

Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority of Singapore
Aquaculture Services Center, Sembawang
Research Station, Lorong Chencharu

Singapore 769194

Tel: +65 6481 4095

E-mail: Seow_Hui_ching@ava.gov.sg

THAILAND

Bunchong Chumnongsittathum
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director
and Deputy Director-General

Dr. Pholphisin Suvanachai
SEAFDEC National Coordinator and
Director of Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division

Department of Fisheries

50 Kaset Klang, Chatuchak
Bangkok 10900, Thailand

Tel: +669 2272 9555

Fax: +662 562 0561

E-mail: bunchongc@gmail.com

Department of Fisheries

50 Kaset Klang, Chatuchak
Bangkok 10900, Thailand

Tel: +66 2579 5593

Fax: +66 2579 7940

E-mail: pholphisin@yahoo.com
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Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division
Department of Fisheries

50 Kaset Klang, Chatuchak
Bangkok 10900, Thailand

Tel: +66 9 5416 4777

Fax: +66 2 562 0529

E-mail: theerawatdof@gmail.com

Fisheries Foreign Affairs Division
Department of Fisheries

50 Kaset Klang, Chatuchak
Bangkok 10900, Thailand

Tel: +666 3469 5453

Fax: +662 562 0529

E-mail: parnpan.ffad@gmail.com

VIET NAM

Dr. Tran Dinh Luan
SEAFDEC Council Director and
Deputy Director

Nguyen Thi Trang Nhung (Ms.)
SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director and
Deputy Director of Science, Technology and
International Cooperation Department

Directorate of Fisheries

MARD of Viet Nam

10 Nguyen Cong Hoan str.

Ba-Dinh distr., Hanoi City, Viet Nam
Tel: +84 91 304 3532

Fax: +84 43 724 5120

E-mail: luantd.tcts@mard.gov.vn

Directorate of Fisheries

MARD of Viet Nam

10 Nguyen Cong Hoan str.

Ba-Dinh distr, Hanoi City, Viet Nam
Tel: +84 91 215 3865

Fax: +84 43 724 5120

E-mail: trangnhungicd@gmail.com

SOUTHEAST ASIAN FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT CENTER

The Secretariat

Dr. Kom Silapajarn
Secretary-General and
Chief of SEAFDEC/TD

Akito Sato
Deputy Secretary-General and
Deputy Chief of SEAFDEC/TD

Masanami lzumi
Senior Advisor

Isao Koya
Assistant Trust Fund Project Manager

Dr. Worawit Wanchana
Policy and Program Coordinator

SEAFDEC Secretariat

P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office
Bangkok 10903, Thailand

Tel: +66 2 940 6326

Fax: +66 2 940 6336

E-mail: sg@seafdec.org

E-mail: dsg@seafdec.org

E-mail: izumi@seafdec.org

E-mail: atfm@seafdec.org

E-mail: worawit@seafdec.org


mailto:sg@seafdec.org

@C Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center

Nualanong Tongdee (Ms.)
Information Program Coordinator

Kannika Boonkananurak (Ms.)
Administrative and Finance Division Head
and Finance Officer of Secretariat

E-mail: nual@seafdec.org

E-mail: kannika@seafdec.org

Training Department (TD)

Isara Chanrachkij
Research and Development Division Head

Panitnard Weerawat (Ms.)
Senior Instructor/Researcher and Special
Department Coordinator

Angkhanarat Tomyai (Ms.)
Assistant Administrative and Finance Division
Head

SEAFDEC Training Department (TD)
P.O. Box 97, Phrasamutchedi,

Samut Prakan 10209, Thailand

Tel: +66 2 425 6100

Fax: +66 2 425 6110 to 11

E-mail: isara@seafdec.org

E-mail: panitnard@seafdec.org

E-mail: angkhanarat@seafdec.org

Aquaculture Department (AQD)

Dan D. Baliao
Chief of SEAFDEC/AQD

Dr. Koh-ichiro Mori
Deputy Chief

Joesyl De La Cruz (Ms.)
Special Departmental Coordinator

Dr. Leobert dela Pefia
Research Division Head

Amelita Subosa (Ms.)
Administration and Finance Division Head

SEAFDEC Aquaculture Department (AQD)

Main Station:

Tigbanan lloilo 5021, Philippines

Manila Office:

G/F Philippines Social Science Center

Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman

Quezon City, 1101 Philippines

Tel: +63 33 330 7001

Fax: +63 33 330 7002

E-mail: dbaliao@seafdec.org.ph
ddbaliaosr@yahoo.com

Main Station

Tel: +63 33 330 7003

Fax: +63 33 330 7002

E-mail: kmori@seafdec.org.ph

Main Station

Tel: +63 33 330 7034

Fax: +63 33 330 7031

E-mail: jmdelacruz@seafdec.org.ph

Main Station

Tel: +63 33 330 7010

Fax: +63 33 330 7011

E-mail: leobertd@seafdec.org.ph

Manila Office:

Tel: +63 33 330 7040

Fax: +63 33 330 7041

E-mail: asubosa@seafdec.org.ph
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Marine Fisheries Research Department (MFRD)

Khoo Gek Hoon (Ms.) SEAFDEC Marine Fisheries Research
Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRD Department (MFRD)
Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority
2 Perahu Road, Singapore 718915
Tel: +65 6790 7968
Fax: +65 6861 3196
E-mail: Khoo Gek Hoon@ava.gov.sg

Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (MFRDMD)

Raja Bidin Raja Hassan SEAFDEC Marine Fishery Resources Development
Chief of SEAFDEC/MFRDMD and Management Department (MFRDMD)

Taman Perikanan Chendering

21080 Kuala Terengganu,

Terengganu, Malaysia

Tel: +60 9 617 5940

Fax: +60 9 617 5136

E-mail: rbidin@seafdec.org.my

Kenji Taki E-mail: taki@seafdec.org.my
Deputy Chief

Abdul Razak Latun E-mail: abdulrazaklatun@seafdec.org.my
Special Departmental Coordinator

Inland Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (IFRDMD)

Dr. Arif Wibowo SEAFDEC Inland Fishery Resources Development
Chief of SEAFDEC/IFRDMD and Management Department (IFRDMD)
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Annex 2
WELCOME STATEMENT
By Prof. Sjarief Widjaja

SEAFDEC Alternate Council Director for Indonesia and
Director General for Marine and Fisheries Research and Human Resources Development,
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries

His Excellency, Dr. Emil Elestianto Dardak, Vice Governor of East Java Province,

Your Excellencies, my colleagues the distinguished SEAFDEC Council Directors,
SEAFDEC Secretary-General and Officers from the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments,
Executive Director of CTI-CFF, Representative from FAO and USAID/RDMA,
Distinguished Guests from the SEAFDEC Member Countries,

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good morning!

First of all, I would like to apologize because SEAFDEC Council Director for Indonesia is unable to
attend this meeting due to the news of the grief received that his beloved brother sadly passed away this
morning. So | represented him to speak and welcome all delegates on behalf of the SEAFDEC Council
Indonesia.

Please allow me, on behalf of the organizing committee of this Fifty First Council Meeting, to express
my appreciation and gratitude to Dr. Emil Elestianto Dardak, Vice Governor of East Java Province to be
with us here today at the Opening Ceremony of the Fifty First Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council. To
our Distinguished Guests and Meeting Delegates, on behalf of the Government of Indonesia, | would like
to extend our warmest welcome and appreciation for your participation in this important meeting. It is
indeed our honor and pleasure to host this Fifty First Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in Surabaya,
Indonesia.

SEAFDEC aims to help improving ASEAN Member States' ability to manage its fisheries in sustainable
manner, and one of which is by improving the government's roles in combating 1UU Fishing that still
become a global concern for the sustainability of resources and improvement of fisheries business. We
therefore hope that SEAFDEC would continue to work with member countries for attaining sustainable
fisheries development and people prosperity in the Southeast Asian region.

At this juncture, we would also wish to reiterate SEAFDEC for its efforts in strengthening collaboration
and cooperation among its Member Countries in order to come up with the measures and tools to
combat IUU fishing in our region. From such collaboration, various tangible outputs has been
produced, such as the Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from IUU Fishing
Activities into the Supply Chain, Regional Fishing Vessels Record and Database, the ASEAN Catch
Documentation Scheme, and Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the
ASEAN Region. In this regard, | would like to encourage SEAFDEC Secretariat and all member states to
implement these measures and tools more serious and consistent to tackle the issues on IUU Fishing in our
region.

We also praise SEAFDEC for its efforts in promoting the Conservation and Management of Tropical
Anguillid Eel Resources and Promotion of Sustainable Eel Aquaculture, where Indonesia is one of the
biggest producers of eel in the world. We surely would continue the works on stock assessment, and
conservation of eel resources in Indonesia. In this regard, we have to be mindful that the artificial
breeding of any eels species are not available yet. Therefore, | would like to ask the member Countries
to endorse of The Policy Guidelines for Regional Conservation and Management of Tropical Anguillid
Eel Resources in Southeast Asia.

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Honorable Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,
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As we all are aware that the framework and mandate of SEAFDEC is to promote the sustainable
development of fisheries in our region that will improve the livelihood dependent to fisheries resources.
As the member of community and policy maker, we have the same concern on several un-responsible
practices that still being implemented and damage the sustainability of our fisheries resources. Therefore,
we urge SEAFDEC to work harder with member Countries to put maximum effort in educating our
private sectors to fully comply with national regulations in accordance with the global fisheries best
practices.

In our meeting during the coming days, while we will assess and address the issues that will enable us to
set the direction and policy for the implementation of those instruments, | wish to assure you that
Indonesia would continue to support the activities. The member countries also need more robust
collaboration focusing on capacity building envisioned to nail the gap of the wide disparity of
development in fisheries and aquaculture among the countries in the region.

Distinguished delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Her Excellency Minister of Marine Affairs and Fisheries of the Republic of Indonesia, Madam Susi
Pudjiastuti were scheduled to attend and open this Meeting, however due to aircraft technical problem this
morning, she had to cancel her attendance. But, | still have the good news that Dr. Emil Elestianto
Dardak, Vice Governor of East Java Province, will speak on behalf of Her Excellency to direct our
deliberations over the next four days and guide us to work for the stability, prosperity and sustainability of
the fisheries sectors in the region.

To my colleagues in the SEAFDEC Council, the Secretary-General and Officers of SEAFDEC, and our
distinguished guests, as | close my welcome remarks, | hope that you will have a pleasant stay in
Surabaya, and enjoy exploring the great culinary of this city.

Let us work together so that our future generations can continue to enjoy fish as a regular part of their
meal.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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Annex 3
WELCOME REMARKS
By H.E. Eng Cheasan

Direcotr-General, Fisheries Administration of Cambodia and
Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for the year 2018-2019

Our Distinguished Guest(s) of Honor;

The Vice Governor of East of Java Province, Indonesia, Dr. Emil Elestianto Dardak;
My Colleagues, the SEAFDEC Council Directors;

Delegates from the SEAFDEC Member Countries;

The SEAFDEC Secretary-General and Deputy Secretary-General;

Officials from SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments;

Representatives from international and regional organizations;

Representatives from national agencies of Indonesia;

Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It has been almost one year since we had the Fiftieth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in Cambodia, and
I am very happy to be with you again for the next five days, in this City of Surabaya, the capital of
Indonesia’s East Java and historically known as the “city of heroes.” As you must have noticed also, this is
perhaps one of the few cities that have as its emblem two aquatic species that are considered as species of
international concern: shark and crocodile. Very appropriate indeed for our Meeting considering that in
the next few days, our discussion would also include international-related fisheries issues especially that
we will have the CITES-CoP18 this year in Sri Lanka, where these species could be included, among
other things, in their discussions.

Ladies and Gentlemen, let us also recall that during our Special Council Meeting in November 2017, we
adopted the Resolution on the Future of SEAFDEC: Vision, Mission, and Strategies towards 2030 that
reflects the direction that SEAFDEC should take in its continuing efforts to promote the sustainable
development of fisheries in our region. Consequently, we also asked SEAFDEC to align its present and
future programs and projects in accordance with the Strategies.

Today, | am happy to proclaim that SEAFDEC has been implementing programs and projects during the
past 12 months as well as in the coming months that are in line with the Strategies that we adopted, thus
ascertaining the Member Countries that our needs and requirements for sustainable fisheries are being
addressed. Specifically, as we had also agreed, the programs and projects of SEAFDEC are geared
towards achieving the ultimate goals of: securing the sustainability of fisheries to contribute to food
security, poverty alleviation and livelihood of the people; supporting the sustainable growth of
aquaculture; ensuring food safety and quality of fish and fishery products; enhancing trade of fish and
fishery products while complying to market requirements; addressing cross-cutting issues that include
climate change and international fisheries-related concerns, among others; and empowering SEAFDEC to
strengthen its roles in the region and improve services to Member Countries. For its efforts, we are very
grateful to SEAFDEC and wish that it will keep up the good work.

Furthermore, |1 am also happy to note that SEAFDEC has made significant progress in strengthening its
cooperation and partnership with other international and regional organizations, national agencies of the
Member Countries, as well as non-member governments that share common interest towards sustainable
fisheries development. Many of these organizations have provided expertise, especially in regional
consultations on wide range of subjects where the concerns of the Member Countries are compiled to
ensure that these are properly addressed. SEAFDEC also continued to compile its outputs and disseminate
these to target audience, and very recently, SEAFDEC convened the “Regional Consultation for
Development of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Common Position on the Proposed Listing of Commercially-
exploited Aquatic Species into the CITES Appendices” where the proposed listing of several
commercially-exploited aquatic species (CEAS) into the CITES Appendices was discussed as these could
have impacts to our trade in fish and fisheries products. Although the Consultation could not come up with
the same position of all the countries, after consultation with Brunei Darussalam, Philippines and
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Singapore, the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries have finally arrived at the agreement not to endorse
the proposal for the “Inclusion of the short-fin Mako shark, Isurus oxyinchus and long-fin Mako shark
Isurus paucus” under the Appendix Il of CITES.

On behalf therefore of the SEAFDEC Council of Directors, | would like to commend SEAFDEC for its
efforts, specifically for supporting the Member Countries in our endeavors to proceed with the
development of our fisheries in sustainable manner. As what we confirmed during our last Council
Meeting, the Member Countries would continue to support SEAFDEC in its programs and projects, a
commitment which | am sure would be renewed during our Meeting in the next few days.

At this juncture also, let me extend our profound gratitude to the Government of Indonesia for hosting the
Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council here in this beautiful City of Surabaya.

Again, welcome to our Fifty-first Meeting. Thank you and have a good day.
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Annex 4a
WELCOME STATEMENT
By Dr. Emil Elestianto Dardak
Vice Governor of East Java Province, Indonesia

Bismillahirrahmanirrahim,
Assalamualaikum warahmatullahi warabakatuh,
May God bless us all,

H.E. ENG Cheasan, Chairperson of SEAFDEC Council for 2018-2019;
Distinguished SEAFDEC Council Directors; and

Delegates from the SEAFDEC Member Countries;

The Secretary-General and Deputy Secretary-General of SEAFDEC; and
Delegates from the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments;
Distinguished guests, ladies, and gentlemen,

As Vice Governor of East Java Province, | am grateful for the opportunity to welcome you personally to
our province. | am Emil Elestianto Dardak, and | would like to extend Indonesia's greetings to you all to
this year's SEAFDEC Council Meeting. It is truly a great honor for the Province of East Java to host The
51% SEAFDEC Council Meeting, a long lasting cooperation in fisheries development between South East
Asian Countries and Japan since 1967.

Indonesia and particularly the province of East Java understand the importance of fisheries in the lives of
the people. The East Java province is mostly connected locally through rivers, such as the famous
Bengawan Solo. This province is also connected domestically and internationally through our seaports
such as Tanjung Perak in Surabaya.

Fisheries sector provides an important source approximately 7 billion people across the globe. There a
million people who directly engage, part tim production of fish, either by fishing or in aquacult make the
current fisheries resources sustainable, s by both current and future generations. Indonesia is currently on
achieve that goal through the three pillars of national fisheries development, sovereignty, sustainability,
and prosperity. | believe all the Countries those are represented here also have worked hard to achieve
sustainable fisheries development.

As a part of community who lives in a country that has huge water resources, | do understand the value of
the rivers, lakes and sea to support people livelihoods through the practice of aquaculture and capture
fisheries by almost 90% of small scales fisheries.

However, in light of recent events such as the flooding of Bengawan Solo River, we also understand the
danger and negative impact of these resources could have if not managed in properly way. In this regard,
The Province of East Java along with other provinces in Indonesia have strong support to maintain and
improve the good condition of rivers and sea.

As such, East Java Province have established conservation zones (marine protected areas) along the
coastal area of the province, encouraged the development and production of fisheries either from capture
fisheries or aquacultures.

Last year, East Java Province has uplifted 35 marine and fisheries groups to higher status, encouraging the
use of environment-friendly fishing equipment, developing and increasing sea resources productivity and
eradicating illegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing practices. I am determined to continue this
achievement in my years as Governor of East Java.

I have heard that SEAFDEC as regional organization that working on marine and fisheries areas, have

been continuously assisting ASEAN Member Countries to development fisheries sector in sustainable
way. Many programs that has been conducted by SEAFDEC and its Departments, among others: Regional
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Technical Consultation (RIO) facilitate Countries including Indonesia to address international issues as
IUU Fishing, Catch Certification, and Port State Measures (PSI). SEAFDEC also provides trainings for
marine and fisheries stakeholders in conducting stock assessments, good aquaculture practices, fish
handlings and safety as sea. | also appreciate the support of SEAFDEC in the establishment of Inland
Fisheries Resources Development and Management Department (IFRDMD) to support improvement of
inland fisheries in the region.

I hope this meeting can create concrete actions to protect our fisheries resources and to make our ocean
healthier. With that note, |1 am closing this remark and | hereby officially declare the Fifty First Meeting of
SEAFDEC Council is opened.

Thank you very much, and | wish you all have a good and memorable stay in Surabaya.

Wassalamualaikum warahmatullahi warabakatuh.
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Annex 4b
OPENING ADDRESS
By Dr. Emil Elestianto Dardak
Vice Governor of East Java Province, Indonesia

H.E. ENG Cheasan, Chairperson of SEAFDEC Council 2018-2019;

Distinguished SEAFDEC Council Directors, and Delegates from the SEAFDEC Member Countries;
The Secretary-General and Deputy Secretary-General of SEAFDEC;

Executive Director of CTI-CFF, Representative from FAO and USAID RDMA;

Delegates from the SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments,

Ladies and Gentlemen; A very good morning!

First of all, I am sorry to inform you that Minister of Marine Affairs and Fisheries of the Republic of
Indonesia, Madam Susi Pudjiastuti this morning had to cancel her attendance to open this meeting due to
aircraft technical problem. And | am honored to speak on behalf of Her Excellency Susi Pudjiastuti to
welcome you all to Surabaya, the city of heroes. It is indeed my great pleasure and privilege to be invited
here to officiate the Opening Ceremony of the Fifty-first SEAFDEC Council Meeting.

Indonesia acknowledges the important role of SEAFDEC, particularly in assisting member countries to
promote sustainable fisheries and conservation of marine resources. These efforts are important for us to
achieve the implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: to conserve and sustainable use the
oceans, seas, and marine resources for sustainable development.

Indonesia realizes that the ocean is important to provide food, jobs, and recreational activities. We are also
aware that fisheries, one of our sources for food security, continue to deplete at an alarming rate. Last
year, the FAO reported that more than 90% of global fish stock is heavily exploited due to overfishing and
IUU fishing.

Since 2014, Indonesia pledges to put IUU fishing as national priority in fisheries sector. We have
introduced strict policies and tough enforcement against 1UU fishing operations in Indonesia.

In 2014, we imposed a one-year fishing moratorium upon foreign vessels built in foreign country (ex-
foreign vessels).

The moratorium was quickly followed with an in-depth evaluation on more than 1,000 ex-foreign vessels
conducted by the Ministerial Task Force on Prevention and Eradication of 1UU fishing. The Task Force
found all of these vessels violated Indonesian fisheries law, and even committed serious crime against
humanity: human trafficking and slavery.

We also sunk IUU fishing vessels in order to generate deterrence and show that Indonesia is serious in
combatting IUU fishing.

Indonesia also introduced several new policies to protect sustainability of our fisheries resources, among
others:

Prohibition of transshipment at sea to reduce the risk of unreported catches;

Ban on the use of unsustainable fishing gears;

Ban on baby lobster exportation;

Regulate the minimum capture size of crab and lobster;

Prohibition of capturing and exporting spawning crabs;

Eradication of destructive fishing or blast fishing.

000 oW
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In order to further protect marine biodiversity and the habitat of living marine organisms, Indonesia has
now established over 20 million hectare of marine protected areas (MPAS) and set a goal to reduce marine
plastic debris by 70% in 2025.

These actions and policies should show that Indonesia is on track in achieving the SDG 14.

Indonesia’s policies to protect the ocean resources have resulted with positive outcomes.

Up until 2018, the fisheries sector is growing above national economy. Until the third quarter of 2017, the
growth of fisheries GDP has reached 6.79% with value of 169,513 billion rupiah. These numbers exceed
both the national GDP and agriculture GDP.

Fish consumption in Indonesia is raising in every province. Since 2014 to 2017, fish consumption is
increasing to 21.9%.

Indonesia also enjoys significant increase of fish stock from 7.31 million tons/year in 2013 to 12.54
million tons/year in 2017.

The Fishermen Business Exchange Value has the most significant increase compared to other indicators,
from 107.37 in 2014 to 126.34 in 2018. This indicates economic improvement of our fishermen.

In 2017, fisheries non-tax revenues reached 27.5 billion US Dollar, the highest record over the last 10
years.

According to International Trade Center 2017, Indonesia is leading the fisheries trade balance in ASEAN.
We also must keep in mind that South East Asian countries are connected by the ocean and its resources.
The policies introduced by one of our countries shall have immediate effect to other countries in the
region. Thus, | believe that if we succeed in maintaining the sustainability of our fisheries resources, the
result can also be enjoyed by other ASEAN countries.

This is where | hope SEAFDEC can play its role.

SEAFDEC has an important role to ensure South East Asian countries are on track to achieve the SDG 14,
by implementing sustainable fisheries management and responsible fishing practices.

SEAFDEC also has a role in ensuring that the South East Asian countries are cooperating in order to have
a healthier and more sustainable ocean.

SEAFDEC should have role to oversee the status of the regional fish stock and encourage its member
countries to have policies that protect the health and sustainability of fisheries and ocean resources.

SEAFDEC must ensure that the benefits of ocean resources in the region can be enjoyed equitably by all
of its member countries.

I hope this meeting can create concrete actions to protect our fisheries resources and to make our shared
ocean healthier. With that note, | am closing this remark and | hereby officially declare the Fifty First
Meeting of SEAFDEC Council is opened.

Thank you and good day!

46



The Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, 18-22 March 2019

Annex 5
OPENING REMARKS

By H.E. Eng Cheasan

Direcotr-General, Fisheries Administration of Cambodia and
Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Council for the Year 2018-2019

My Colleagues, the SEAFDEC Council Directors;

Delegates from the SEAFDEC Member Countries;

The SEAFDEC Secretary-General and Deputy Secretary-General;
Officials from SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments;
Representatives from international and regional organizations;
Representatives from national agencies of Indonesia;

Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Good morning, and welcome once again to our Meeting.

At the outset, please allow me to thank again the Government of Indonesia through the Ministry of Marine
Affairs and Fisheries for hosting our Fifty-first Meeting here in Surabaya City. Thank you also to all of
you for joining this Meeting, which would address a number of issues that are looming in the horizon
some of which seem to threaten the sustainability of our fisheries. Just the same we need to tackle all of
them during our discussions.

Today, let me also express my profound gratitude to my colleagues from the Council for making my term
as your Chair, smooth and easy. | am also very grateful to the SEAFDEC Secretariat and the Departments
for your efforts in helping me cope with the issues and concerns that emerged during my term as the
Council’s Chair.

Now, as | am about to relinquish the Chairmanship, I would like to assure you again that Cambodia will
continue to do our best to support SEAFDEC and the new Chair of the Council. As | had asked of you in
my Welcome Remarks earlier, let us all provide our all-out support to whoever sits here as the incoming
Chair of the Council for the betterment of our fisheries in the region. Let is also give our full support
SEAFDEC to be able to sustain its programs and activities.

Thank you once again.
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Annex 6
AGENDA
Procedural Matters

1.1  Opening of the Meeting by Chairperson of SEAFDEC Council for the Year 2018-
2019

1.2 Election of Chairperson for the Year 2019-2020

1.3 Adoption of the Agenda and Arrangements for the Meeting

Report of the Secretary-General

Note of the Chairperson of the SEAFDEC Program Committee on the Results of the
Forty-first Meeting

Note of the Chairperson of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-
SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) on the Results of the Twenty-first Meeting of
FCG/ASSP

Policy Consideration on Important Issues

5.1 Issues on Combating IUU Fishing

5.1.1 ASEAN Guidelines to Prevent the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from
IUU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain

5.1.2 Regional Fishing Vessels Record

5.1.3 ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme

5.1.4 Regional Cooperation to Support the Implementation of the Port State
Measures in ASEAN Region

5.1.5 Regional Plan of Action for Management of Fishing Capacity

5.2 Regional Cooperation to Promote Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture in the

ASEAN Region

5.2.1 Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the
ASEAN Region

5.2.2 Conservation and Management of Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources and
Promotion of Sustainable Aquaculture

5.2.3 Aquatic Emergency Preparedness and Response Systems for Effective
Management of Transboundary Disease Outbreak in Southeast Asia

5.3 Ensuring the Food Safety and Quality of Fish and Fishery Products in ASEAN Region
5.3.1 Regional Guidelines on Cold Chain Management for Seafood

5.4  Other
5.4.1 Way Forward for Fishery Subsidies

Cooperation with International/Regional Organizations and Non-member
Governments

Other Matters

7.1 CITES-related Issues

7.2 Revision of the Resolution and Plan of Action after 2020
7.3 Japanese Trust Fund (2020-2024)

Future Direction Requested by the Council

49



@C Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center

Agenda 9: Management of the Center

9.1
9.2
9.3
9.4

9.5
9.6
9.7

Operation of SEAFDEC Training and Research Vessels

Collaborative Arrangements between SEAFDEC and Other Organizations

SEAFDEC Gender Strategy

Procedures for Inviting Other Organizations and Non-member Governments to Attend
the SEAFDEC Council Meeting

Procedures for Endorsement of Policy Documents to the ASEAN Mechanism

Future of RFPN after 2019

Other Matters

Agenda 10: Financial Matters

10.1
10.2

10.3
10.4

Adoption of Audited Financial Report for the Year 2017

Un-audited Financial Report for the Year 2018, and Status of the Financial Situation
for the Year 2019

Proposed Budgetary Requirements of the Center for the Year 2020

Other Financial Matters

Agenda 11: Concluding Matters

111
11.2

Adoption of the Report and Press Statement
Date and Venue of the Fifty-second Meeting of the Council

11.3 Vote of Thanks to the Host Government

Agenda 12: Closing of the Meeting
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Annex 7

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE FORTY-FIRST MEETING OF
SEAFDEC PROGRAM COMMITTEE

The Forty-first Meeting of the Program Committee of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center
(SEAFDEC) was held in Langkawi, Malaysia from 5 to 7 November 2018 and hosted by the SEAFDEC
Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (MFRDMD). The Secretary-
General of SEAFDEC, in his capacity as the Chairperson of SEAFDEC Program Committee, chaired the
Meeting which reviewed the programs implemented by SEAFDEC in 2018 and scrutinized the programs
to be implemented in 2019 to ensure that these have been formulated and implemented in line with the
priorities and needs of the Member Countries. The lists of SEAFDEC Programs and Projects for 2018-
2019 appear in Appendix 1.

The Meeting noted Programs under the FCG/ASSP_Mechanism, which comprise the twenty-three (23)
projects that have been categorized under the six (6) SEAFDEC Strategies: 1) Securing the sustainability
of fisheries to contribute to food security, poverty alleviation and livelihood of people in the region; 2)
Supporting the sustainable growth of aquaculture to complement fisheries and contribute to food security,
poverty alleviation and livelihood of people in the region; 3) Ensuring the food safety and quality of fish
and fishery products for the Southeast Asian region; 4) Enhancing trade and compliance of the region’s
fish and fishery products with market requirements; 5) Addressing cross-cutting issues, such as labor,
gender and climate change, where related to international fisheries; and 6) Empowering SEAFDEC to
strengthen its roles in the region and to improve its services to Member Countries; and two (2) Special
Projects. The Program Committee noted that two (2) of the FCG/ASSP projects are scheduled to be
completed in 2018, and one new project will be implemented starting in 2019. The Program Committee
approved the implementation of the projects in 2018-2019, and provided recommendations which could be
summarized as follows:

Strategy |: Securing the sustainability of fisheries to contribute to food security, poverty alleviation
and livelihood of people in the region

(1) Human Resource Development for Sustainable Fisheries

- TD to consider in the future, the possibility of supporting the introduction of EAFM concept in
three sites in Thailand, two for inland and one for coastal areas

- TD to consider supporting an initiative in the promotion of EAFM at a new pilot site in Kaw
Thaung, Myanmar

- TD to consider extending the future project activities in Tonle Sap Lake of Cambodia

- TD to share the lessons learnt from the different pilot sites, and consider the development of
KPIs to facilitate evaluation of the project implementation

(2) Optimizing Energy Use/Improving Safety Onboard in Fishing Activities
- TD to consider conducting in 2019 a pilot demonstration activity on improvement of fish
handling onboard tuna purse seiner in Bin Dinh Province, Viet Nam
- TD to investigate the significant outcomes of the project using measurable indicators to
compare the situation before and after the project implementation

(3) Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources Enhancement Measures in Critical

Habitats/Fishing Grounds in Southeast Asia

- TD to consider engaging aquaculture aspects in resource enhancement projects to enhance the
production of the species for conservation, such as production of multi-species seeds for stock
enhancement in natural habitats

- TD to consider incorporating the development of effective FADs and FEDs, as well as
formulating standard procedures for assessing the abundance of the resources prior to and after
the deployment of FADs and FEDs

- TD to consider extending the activities on crab bank to other sites in Cambodia, i.e. Kampot
Province and to provide awareness raising materials for dissemination in the landing sites of the
country’s four coastal provinces
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(4)

Q)

(6)

()

(8)

9)

- TD to invite Malaysia to take part as observer in the workshop on hilsa resources that will be
conducted for Myanmar and Thailand

- TD to consider conducting a workshop to introduce FEDs in Indonesia in 2019

- TD to develop a basic model on sustainable resource enhancement that would also include
aquaculture to guide the communities in making their own fisheries management programs

Enhancement of Sustainability of Catadromous Eel Resources in Southeast Asia

- IFRDMD to develop guidelines aimed at raising the awareness of local people about the
importance of glass eels

- IFRDMD to conduct biological studies aiming for the conservation of the eel resources

- IFRDMD to consider the possibility of adopting appropriate stock assessment models that
could make use of very limited data

Promotion of Responsible Utilization of Inland Fisheries in Southeast Asia
- IFRDMD to continue exerting efforts to link this project with other relevant programs of
IFRDMD on the promotion of inland capture fisheries

Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood and Coastal Resources
Management
- The project would be completed in 2018

Promotion of Countermeasures to Reduce 1UU Fishing Activities

- TD to consider in its plans for combating IUU fishing the following activities: 1) capacity
building on fisheries surveillance to combat IUU fishing; and 2) regional capacity building on
investigation and inspection techniques, and fisheries law enforcement to combat 1UU fishing

- TD to consider expanding the scale and contents of the project on combating 1UU fishing

- TD to seek the consensus of the Member Countries prior to the expansion of the RFVR to cover
those vessels less than 24 meters in length

- TD to consider communicating with FAO to request for updated information on the
development of the Global Fishing Vessel Record ; and linking the RFVR with and serve as
inputs to the FAO Global Fishing Vessel Record

- TD to consider establishing a regional network for facilitating communication and exchanging
of information on the status of implementation of the PSMA among the ASEAN Member
States (AMSS)

- TD to consider organizing an expert consultation to develop a harmonized protocol for vessel
inspection at sea especially in areas within and beyond national jurisdictions, by contacting the
concerned RFMOs to obtain information on their respective procedures for vessel inspection at
sea

- TD to consider conducting Training of Trainers on vessel inspection, as well as observers
onboard fishing vessels

Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China

Sea and Gulf of Thailand

- The 41PCM took note of the progress of the project in 2018 and the proposed activities for
2019

Offshore Fisheries Resources Exploration in Southeast Asia

- TD to consider involving Thailand in the activity on tuna stock assessment in Sulu-Sulawesi
Sea, and to extend to Thailand its training course on growth analysis based on otolith samples

- TD to check with concerned RFMOs on their activities related to tuna stock assessment to
ensure that the SEAFDEC stock assessment initiatives would support rather than duplicate the
work of such RFMOs

- TD to include brief results from the stock assessment activity when reporting on the progress to
the next PCM as this would be useful in the discussion of the future workplan

- TD to continue conducting stock assessment of tuna in Sulu-Sulawesi Sea, the results of which
could be conveyed to WCPFC for their reference
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- TD to continue assisting Cambodia in strengthening the capacity of the country’s fishery
officers, especially in analyzing the data and finalizing the results of the survey undertaken in
2018 using the M.VV. SEAFDEC 2

- TD to exchange and disseminate information with the CTI-CFF especially the results of the
works undertaken by SEAFDEC in this particular area

- TD to consider including in this project, the modernization of fishing vessels for the
sustainability of fishery resources

(10) Enhancing the Compilation and Utilization of Fishery Statistics and Information for
Sustainable Development and Management of Fisheries in Southeast Asian Region
- The 41PCM took note of the progress of the project in 2018 and the proposed activities for
2019

(11) Comparative Studies for Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in the Southeast Asian Region
- MFRDMD to provide technical assistance to the Member Countries in establishing reference
points towards and harvest control rules for transboundary stocks, as well as to conduct
biological studies on other important species such as round scads, neritic tunas, and sardines
- MFRDMD to consider in the project future plan, providing technical assistance to the Member
Countries on the analysis of appropriate Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) and Total
Allowable Effort (TAE) of target species

(12) Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and Management of Sharks and Rays in
the Southeast Asian Region
- The 41PCM took note of the progress of the project in 2018 and the proposed activities for
2019

(13) Enhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of Tropical Anguillid Eel
Resources in Southeast Asia
- The 41PCM took note of the progress of the project in 2018 and the proposed activities for
2019

(14) SEADFDEC-EU/CITES Sharks Project Phase 11
- The 41PCM took note of the progress of the project in 2018 and the proposed activities for
2019

(15) Strengthening the Effective Management Scheme with GIS (Geographic Information System)
& RS (Remote Sensing) Technology for Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture at AMS
- The 41PCM took note that this project would be implemented starting from 2019.

Strategy 1l: Supporting the sustainable growth of aquaculture to complement fisheries and
contribute to food security, poverty alleviation and livelihood of people in the region

(16) Environment-Friendly, Sustainable Utilization and Management of Fisheries and
Aquaculture Resources
- The 41PCM took note of the progress of the project in 2018 and the proposed activities for
2019

(17) Reinforcement and Optimization of Fish Health Management and the Effective Dissemination
in the Southeast Asian Region
- AQD to consider including Thailand as participating country for Activity 5: Technology
Extension and Demonstration considering that Thailand has large-scale aquaculture industry
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Strategy I11: Ensuring the food safety and quality of fish and fishery products for the Southeast
Asian region

(18) Chemicals and Drug Residues in Fish and Fish Products in Southeast Asia- Biotoxins (ASP,
AZA and BTX) and Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) in the ASEAN Region
- MFRD to consider including the harmonization of techniques for detecting and analyzing
biotoxins from harmful algal blooms (HABS) in the region and the development of reference
points for biotoxin analysis

Strategy 1V: Enhancing trade and compliance of the region’s fish and fishery products with market
requirements

(19) Cold Chain Management for Seafood
- MFRD to submit the guidelines on Cold Chain Management of Seafood to FCG/ASSP for
support and subsequently, for submission to the next SEAFDEC Council Meeting for
endorsement

(20) Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asian Region through Application of Catch
Certification for Trading of Fish and Fishery Products

- SEAFDEC Secretariat to update the information on international fish trade-related issues, and

to upload the information on international trade in the respective countries of current RFPN
members, in the SEAFDEC website by the end of 2018

Strategy V: Addressing cross-cutting issues, such as labor, gender and climate change, where
related to international fisheries

(21) Assistance for Capacity Building in the Region to Address International Fisheries-related
Issues
- SEAFDEC to include Malaysia as one of the project sites in 2019 for the eACDS activities
- SEAFDEC to ensure that the eACDS would target not only commercial fisheries but also
small-scale fisheries as this is a very important sub-sector for the region

Strategy VI: Empowering SEAFDEC to strengthen its roles in the region and to improve its services
to Member Countries

(22) Fisheries Resource Survey and Operational Plan for the M.V. SEAFDEC 2
TD to consider the proposal of Viet Nam on the use of M.V. SEAFDEC 2 in the conduct of a
survey of marine fisheries in Viet Nam, for a period of two months from June to August 2019
- TD to provide the services of its resource persons to support the conduct of a training course in
Thailand on marine resources survey onboard a Thai research vessel in 2019
- TD to consider the proposal of Malaysia on the use of the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 for its mid-water
trawl survey in Malaysian waters in 2019

(23) Strengthening SEAFDEC Network for Sustainable Fisheries
- TD to extend assistance to Cambodia in the modification of its marine fishing vessel database
to accommodate the changes in vessel classification from Horsepower to length class
- SEAFDEC to sustain the regional and/or sub-regional mechanism in addressing fisheries-
related issues, as well as to maintain such network for long-term after the completion of the
relevant project supporting the mechanism

Special Projects

(24) Fisheries and Habitat Management, Climate Change and Social Well-being in Southeast Asia
- SEAFDEC to communicate with the Government of Sweden requesting for the possible
extension of the project after its completion in 2019
- SEAFDEC to promote the application of the SEAFDEC gender toolkit in Myanmar in 2019
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- SEAFDEC to continue extending its support in strengthening the transboundary fisheries
management in the upper Mekong River Basin between Lao PDR and Thailand (Bo Keo in Lao
PDR and Chiang Rai in Thailand)

- SEAFDEC to discuss with the ASEAN Secretariat the possible submission of the results of the
stock assessment and risk assessment of neritic tunas to concerned policy makers in the future

- SEAFDEC to sustain the activities on neritic tunas in order to obtain data that could serve as
scientific basis towards the sustainable utilization of the species, considering that such work
would complement the work of IOTC, and not duplicate any of the stock assessment initiatives
of WCPFC

(25) The Oceans and Fisheries Partnership (USAID Oceans)

- USAID Ocean to establish appropriate channel for sharing of information particularly on the
progress of its works in the project learning sites so that the developed technologies could be
adopted by other countries

- USAID Ocean to respond to the suggestion of Thailand during the last ASWGFi and the
Oceans Technical Working Group (TWG) Meeting in 2018 on how the information collected
from the learning sites could be shared, and on how the activities in the expansion sites in
Thailand could move forward

- USAID Oceans to provide information to Thailand on the exact schedule and detailed workplan
in support of expansion I and Il sites as indicated in the 2019 project workplan

The Program Committee endorsed the progress of the Departmental Programs in 2018 which comprise
nine (9) programs, six (6) of which were implemented by AQD, namely: 1) Quality Seed for Sustainable
Agquaculture; 2) Healthy and Wholesome Aquaculture; 3) Adaptation to Climate Change; 4) Maintaining
Environmental Integrity through Responsible Aquaculture; 5) Meeting Social and Economic Challenges in
Agquaculture; and 6) Priority and Special Projects; and three (3) by TD, namely: 1) Promotion and
Strengthening of SEAFDEC Visibility and Image; 2) Tailor-made Training Programs; and 3)
Improvement of Fisheries Technology and Reduction of the Impact from Fishing. While these programs
would be continued in 2019, the program on “Promotion and Strengthening of SEAFDEC Visibility and
Image” would be merged with the program *“Tailor-made Training Programs™ and the new program title
starting 2019 would be “Promotion on Strengthening of SEAFDEC Visibility and Enhancing Human
Capacity Building.” In addition to these on-going programs, MFRDMD would implement in 2019, the
Collaborative Research between Japan International Research Center for Agriculture Science (JIRCAS)
and MFRDMD, while IFRDMD would carry out two (2) projects, namely: 1) Stock Assessment and Fish
Production Potential of Inland Fisheries; and 2) Center of Excellence in Science and Technology on
Inland Fisheries Management. The Program Committee then provided recommendations on these
programs which could be summarized as follows:

1. Aquaculture Department

- AQD to share the relevant information and technologies developed through its programs to the
Member Countries

- AQD to consider sharing the knowledge on aquaculture technology to the Member Countries
especially on broodstock management of tiger shrimps, as well as establishing the mechanism
for sharing of information with other AMSs

- AQD to consider including in its future studies the culture of ornamental fish species, e.g. koi
carp, for the benefit of countries that import broodstock from Japan

- SEAFDEC to consider supporting the activities related to increasing the value added to
products that make use of seaweeds as raw materials

2. Training Department

- TD to allocate funds and assist Cambodia in conducting surveys to investigate the impacts from
gears to the fishery resources, such as trawlers using small mesh-size and rat-tail traps

- TD to provide support to Thailand in the implementation of the project “Promotion of
Appropriate Technology and Practices of Fishing and Fishing Gear Engineering in Freshwater
Area in Thailand”

- TD to provide technical support to Indonesia in the conduct of training on safety at sea e.g.
basic safety for fishing vessels in accordance with IMO regulations, as well as training to
change the use of fishing gears that had recently become illegal
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- TD to continue supporting Malaysia in the conduct of fishing gear training
- TD to share the results of the proposed activity in 2019 on the improvement of the technology
to enhance the sustainability of marine fishery resources, once available

3. Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department
- The 41PCM noted the project proposal under the collaborative research between JIRCAS and
MFRDMD which would be implemented in 2019

4, Inland Fishery Resources Development and Management Department
- The 41PCM noted the two projects which would be implemented by IFRDMD in 2019

The Program Committee also considered and endorsed the Other Program on “Implementing the Lower
Mekong Fish Passage Initiative in Cambodia, Thailand, and Viet Nam” which was implemented in 2018
and would be continued in 2019.

The Program Committee also took note of the status of the two (2) Pipeline Projects:

(1) Development of Stock Assessment Method and Strengthening of Resources Management
Measures on Tropical Anguillid Eels in ASEAN Region
- SEAFDEC Secretariat to continue seeking support from JAIF for the implementation of this
project

(2) Second Phase of Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood and
Coastal Resources Management
- MFRDMD to continue seeking support from JAIF and other potential donors to extend this
project to Member Countries not involved in Phase | of the Project, e.g. Cambodia, Philippines,
Thailand, and Viet Nam

The Program Committee noted the statements delivered by non-member governments and
international/regional organizations, namely: the Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-Governmental
Organization (BOBBP-IGO); the Coral Triangle Initiative on Coral Reefs, Fisheries, and Food Security
(CTI-CFF); the Gifu Prefectural Inland Fisheries Training Center in Japan; the Embassy of Sweden; and
the United States Agency for International Development/Regional Development Mission for Asia
(USAID/RDMA).

The Program Committee took note of the proposal on the “Way Forward for Resolution and Plan of
Actions on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020,” and noted that
the proposal and the workplan would be discussed during the 21FCG/ASSP Meeting, after which it would
be proposed to the 51* Meeting of SEAFDEC Council.

On the Update on JTF-VII, the Program Committee expressed the gratitude to the Government of Japan
for its continued support to SEAFDEC, and requested SEAFDEC to consider drafting a Council
Resolution expressing the gratitude and appreciation of the Member Countries to the Government of Japan
and requesting for continued support through the JTF-VII. In this connection, SEAFDEC would reiterate
the need to seek the countries’ appreciation to Japan, during the 51% Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council.

The Program Committee took note of the draft SEAFDEC Gender Strategy which was developed in
response to the directives of the SEAFDEC Council.

With regard to the draft “Procedures for Inviting Other Organizations and Non-member Governments to
attend the SEAFDEC Council Meeting,” the Program Committee suggested further improvement of the
draft Procedures, i.e. for the decisions by individual Council Directors to be kept by the Secretariat and not
disclosed, and more elaboration on the roles and restrictions of observers. The Program Committee also
suggested that the Procedures once approved by the SEAFDEC Council should be made available in the
SEAFDEC website.
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On the *“Capacity Development Workshop on Stock Status Assessment and Estimation of SDG Indicator
14.4.1: Fish Stocks Sustainability for the Asia and Pacific Region,” of which SEAFDEC was approached
by FAO to serve as coordinator and to facilitate the arrangements, the Program Committee expressed the
challenges encountered by the Member Countries in reporting the progress on SDG Indicator 14.4.1, and
proposed that the activities related to this SDG Indicator should be conducted on an annual basis and
adopted by the SEAFDEC Council.

The Program Committee was informed of the formation of the Singapore Food Agency (SFA) which
would take place starting 1 April 2019. SFA will continue to uphold Singapore’s commitment to
implement the MFRD programme, and the Marine Aquaculture Center (MAC) would be the Collaborating
Centre to implement the MFRD programme. This matter would be proposed to the 51% meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council for consideration.

The Program Committee adopted the Report of the 41" Meeting of the SEAFDEC Program
Committee for submission to the 51% Meeting of SEAFDEC Council, and to the ASEAN through the 21
Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership
(FCG/ASSP).
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Appendix 1 of Annex 7
SEAFDEC PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS FOR THE YEAR 2018-2019

I.  Program of Activities under FCG/ASSP Mechanism

Strategy/Project Title Lead 2018 | 2019
Department

Strategy I: Securing the sustainability of fisheries to contribute to food security, poverty alleviation

and livelihood of people in the region

1. Human Resource Development for Sustainable Fisheries TD Y Y

2. Optimizing Energy Use/Improving Safety Onboard in Fishing TD Y Y
Activities

3. Promotion of Sustainable Fisheries Resources Enhancement TD Y Y
Measures in Critical Habitats/Fishing Grounds in Southeast Asia

4. Enhancement of Sustainability of Catadromous Eel Resources in IFRDMD Y Y
Southeast Asia

5. Promotion of Responsible Utilization of Inland Fisheries in IFRDMD Y Y
Southeast Asia

6. Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable MFRDMD Y N
Livelihood and Coastal Resources Management

7. Promotion of Countermeasures to Reduce IUU Fishing Activities TD Y Y

8. Establishment and Operation of a Regional System of Fisheries TD Y Y
Refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand

9. Offshore Fisheries Resources Exploration in Southeast Asia TD Y Y

10. Enhancing the Compilation and Utilization of Fishery Statistics TD Y Y
and Information for Sustainable Development and Management
of Fisheries in Southeast Asian Region

11. Comparative Studies for Management of Purse Seine Fisheries in MFRDMD Y Y
the Southeast Asian Region

12. Research for Enhancement of Sustainable Utilization and MFRDMD Y Y
Management of Sharks and Rays in the Southeast Asian Region

13. Enhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of SEC Y Y
Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources in Southeast Asia

14. SEADFDEC-EU/CITES Sharks Project Phase Il SEC Y Y

15. Strengthening the Effective Management Scheme with GIS TD N Y
(Geographic Information System) & RS (Remote Sensing)
Technology for Inland Fisheries and Aquaculture at AMS*

Strategy Il :Supporting the sustainable growth of aquaculture to complement fisheries and

contribute to food security, poverty alleviation and livelihood of people in the region

16. Environment-friendly, Sustainable Utilization and Management AQD Y Y
of Fisheries and Aquaculture Resources

17. Reinforcement and Optimization of Fish Health Management AQD Y Y
and the Effective Dissemination in the Southeast Asian Region

Strategy 111 :Ensuring the food safety and quality of fish and fishery products for the Southeast

Asian region

18. Chemicals and Drug Residues in Fish and Fish Products in
Southeast Asia — Biotoxins (ASP, AZA and BTX) and Harmful MFRD Y Y
Algal Bloom (HABS) in the ASEAN Region

! This project was approved in 2018 and will be implemented in 2019.
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Strategy/Project Title Lead 2018 | 2019
Department
Strategy 1V: Enhancing trade and compliance of the region’s fish and fishery products with market
requirements
19. Cold Chain Management for Seafood MFRD Y N
20. Combating IUU Fishing in the Southeast Asian Region through
Application of Catch Certification for Trading of Fish and MFRDMD Y Y
Fishery Products
Strategy V: Addressing cross-cutting issues, such as labor, gender and climate change, where
related to international fisheries
21. Assistance for Capacity Building in the Region to Address SEC v v
International Fisheries-related Issues
Strategy VI: Empowering SEAFDEC to strengthen its roles in the region and to improve its services
to Member Countries
22. Fisheries Resource Survey & Operational Plan for M.V. ™D vy v
SEAFDEC 2
23. Strengthening SEAFDEC Network for Sustainable Fisheries SEC Y Y
Special Projects
24. Fisheries and Habitat Management, Climate Change and Social SEC v v
Well-being in Southeast Asia
25. The Oceans and Fisheries Partnership (USAID Oceans) SEC Y
Il. Departmental Programs
Project Title Department | 2018 | 2019
1. Quality Seed for Sustainable Aquaculture AQD Y Y
2. Healthy and Wholesome Aquaculture AQD Y Y
3. Maintaining Environmental Integrity Through Responsible AQD Y Y
Aquaculture
4. Adapting to Climate change Impacts AQD Y Y
5. Meeting Social and Economic Challenges in Aquaculture AQD Y Y
6. Priority and Special Projects AQD Y Y
7. Promotion on Strengthening of SEAFDEC Visibility and Image TD Y Y*
8. Tailor-made Training Programs TD Y
9. Improvement of Fisheries Technology and Reduction of the Impact TD Y Y
from Fishing
10. Collaboration Research between JIRCAS and SEAFDEC/MFRDMD MFRDMD N Y
11. Stock Assessment and Fish Production Potential of Inland Fisheries IFRDMD Y Y
12. Center of Excellence for Fisheries Management on Inland Waters IFRDMD Y Y

* In 2019, the “Tailor-made Training Programs” would be merged with the “Promotion on Strengthening
of SEAFDEC Visibility and Image” under the new title of “Promotion on Strengthening of SEAFDEC

Visibility and Enhancing Human Capacity Building”

I11. Other Programs

Project Title

Department

2018

2019

1. Implementing the Lower Mekong Fish Passage Initiative in Cambodia,

Thailand, and Viet Nam

TD
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IV. Pipeline Projects

. . Lead .
Project Title Department Period
1. Development of Stock Assessment Method and Strengthening of
Resources Management Measures on Tropical Anguillid Eels in SEC -
ASEAN Region
2. Second Phase of Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for MERDMD i
Sustainable Livelihood and Coastal Resources Management

Remarks
Y = Program/project implemented during the year
N = Program/project not implemented during the year
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Annex 8

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE TWENTY-FIRST MEETING OF FISHERIES
CONSULTATIVE GROUP OF THE ASEAN-SEAFDEC STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
(FCG/ASSP)

The Twenty-first Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic
Partnership (ASSP) or 21FCG/ASSP was convened in Langkawi, Malaysia from 8 to 9 November 2018
and was co-chaired by the representative from Thailand on behalf of the current Chairperson of the
ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) and the Secretary-General of SEAFDEC.
Attended by representatives from the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries and the ASEAN Secretariat,
and SEAFDEC Officials led by the Secretary-General, the 21FCG/ASSP discussed the programs and
activities implemented by SEAFDEC in 2018 and those proposed for 2019 under the FCG/ASSP
mechanism as endorsed by the SEAFDEC Program Committee at its Forty-first Meeting (41PCM) in
November 2018, the progress of other proposals implemented under the ASSP Framework, as well as the
policy considerations on issues of importance to the fisheries sector of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member
Countries.

Regarding the “Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at the Fiftieth Meeting of the SEAFDEC
Council and the Twentieth Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group (FCG) of the ASEAN-
SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP),” the 21FCG/ASSP discussed the actions undertaken by
SEAFDEC in response to the directives of the SEAFDEC Council at its 50" Meeting and the FCG/ASSP
at its 20" Meeting. On the need for SEAFDEC to negotiate with the ASEAN Secretariat to facilitate the
inclusion of the results of discussions on fisheries issues during the Senior Officials Meeting of the
ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (SOM-AMAF), it was noted that the FCG mechanism is
already in place for discussions on fisheries related issues between SEAFDEC and ASEAN which are
reported to the SOM-AMAF through ASWGFi. On the procedure for SEAFDEC to participate in the
SOM-AMAF in case there are important issues to be raised, SEAFDEC should communicate with the
ASEAN Secretariat requesting permission to attend the SOM-AMAF meeting and indicate the issues to be
presented and discussed. With regards to the process of developing the ASEAN General Fisheries Policy
(AGFP), an ad hoc Task Force to Conduct the Feasibility Study on the Development of the AGFP
including its Terms of Reference has already been agreed. Although SEAFDEC is not included in the
Task Force, SEAFDEC and other relevant organizations could still be invited to attend the discussions if
necessary.

On the “Follow-up Actions to the Directives Given at Meetings of the ASEAN Bodies Related to
Fisheries in 2018,” the 21FCG/ASSP was informed on the results of the discussions of the ASEAN
Bodies Related to Fisheries, particularly the 26™ Meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on
Fisheries (26ASWGFi), the Special Senior Official Meeting of the 39" Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers
on Agriculture and Forestry (SSOM 39AMAF), the Preparatory Senior Officials Meeting of the Fortieth
Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (PREP-SOM 40AMAF), and the 40"
Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (A0AMAF). Regarding the Policy Brief
“Applying Human Rights-Based and Gender Equality Approaches to Small-Scale Fisheries in Southeast
Asia,” the 21FCG/ASSP noted the suggestion made during the SSOM 39AMAF to have the title of this
document changed considering the sensitivity of the issue on human rights; and that the Prep-SOM
40AMAF tasked the ASWGFi to review the Policy Brief and submit a proposed revised title to the SOM-
AMAF for consideration. This matter would be discussed at the ASWGFi Meeting in 20109.

For the “FCG/ASSP Collaborative Programs for the Year 2018-2019,” the 21FCG/ASSP was informed
on the FCG/ASSP projects which were reviewed by the 41PCM, comprising twenty-three (23) projects
that have been categorized under the SEAFDEC Strategies, and two (2) Special Projects, as well as the
recommendations made during the 41PCM. It was noted that two (2) projects were completed in 2018,
while 22 projects would be continued in 2019, and one new project will be implemented starting in 2019.
Moreover, two (2) Pipeline Projects, namely: 1) Development of Stock Assessment Method and
Strengthening of Resources Management Measures on Tropical Anguillid Eels in ASEAN Region; and 2)
Second Phase of Enhancing Coastal Community Resilience for Sustainable Livelihood and Coastal
Resource Management, were also noted
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The 21FCG/ASSP noted the “Progress of SEAFDEC-related Activities/Proposals under the ASEAN
Fisheries Related Bodies” and provided the following recommendations:

With

ASEAN Ad hoc Steering Committee on Climate Change and Food Security (AHSCCC-FS)

- The 21FCG/ASSP took note of the results of the Sixth and Seventh Meetings of the ASEAN
Ad hoc Steering Committee on Climate Change and Food Security (AHSCCC-FS) held in
2018.

ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF)

- The 21FCG/ASSP noted the results of the Tenth Meeting of the ASEAN Fisheries
Consultative Forum (AFCF) held in 2018.

ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA)

- The 21FCG/ASSP noted the Erogress of activities of the ASEAN Shrimp Alliance (ASA),
including the results of the 8" ASA Meeting held in 2018, and the plan to conduct the 9"
ASA Meeting in 2019. The 21FCG/ASSP also noted that Viet Nam would discuss with
Thailand regarding the timing and arrangement of the next ASA Meeting which was
proposed to be held back-to-back with the ASWGFi and AFCF Meetings.

regards to the “Policy Consideration on International Fisheries-related Issues,” the

21FCG/ASSP provided the following recommendations:

Combating IUU Fishing

- For the “Implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and
Fishery Products from 1UU Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain” particularly on the
results of the self-evaluation of the extent of implementation of the Guidelines by the
respective countries, SEAFDEC should consider engaging independent assessors which could
ensure the transparency of the evaluation process, and could also properly guide the AMSs on
the aspects of the Guidelines that should be considered and implemented.

- On the “Regional Fishing Vessels Record for Vessels 24 m in Length and Over,” the
21FCG/ASSP was informed that SEAFDEC has developed a draft Protocol for Accessing the
RFVR Database System, which is in the final process of submission to the SEAFDEC
Council for consideration ad referendum. To enhance the utilization of the RFVR Database,
the FCG/ASSP expressed the view that the objective of the Database should be clarified, e.g.
to be able to confirm that fishing vessels not included in the RFVR Database are considered
illegal fishing vessels, then the RFVR would be useful to support the implementation of Port
State Measures (PSM).

- On the “ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS),” the 21FCG/ASSP noted the
progress of the electronic system of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (eACDS)
which is being pilot tested in Brunei Darussalam, and expansion to pilot sites in Viet Nam
and Myanmar. The 21FCG/ASSP also noted that there are two traceability systems, i.e. the
eACDS developed by SEAFDEC and the Catch Documentation and Traceability (CDT)
developed by the USAID Oceans. Both systems were developed based on the same
fundamental principles of the ACDS concept, but with different focus.

- With regards to the “Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Port State Measures,”
while agreeing that the works of SEAFDEC on Port State Measures do not duplicate with
those of FAO, the 21FCG/ASSP suggested that a network comprising focal points from the
AMSs should be established to fast track the communication between and among countries to
support the PSM implementation, and supported the plan of SEAFDEC to continue
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organizing the training for inspectors to support the implementation of the PSMA in the
future.

On the “Regional Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-
Capacity),” the 21FCG/ASSP requested the countries that have not yet responded to the
questionnaires on the progress made in the implementation of RPOA-Capacity, to send their
accomplished questionnaires back to the SEAFDEC Secretariat by December 2018 in order
that the results could be analyzed and reported to the forthcoming ASWGFi Meeting.

e Promotion on Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture in ASEAN Region

Regarding the “Regional Plan of Action for Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas in the
ASEAN Region (RPOA-Neritic Tunas),” the 21FCG/ASSP suggested that SEAFDEC could
continue providing support to the AMSs to improve their capacity in managing their tuna
resources, and to convey the results of their works to the relevant RFMOs. As for the Gulf of
Thailand, issues on the management of neritic tunas should be discussed at the sub-regional
forum for the Gulf of Thailand in order to formulate the sub-regional joint management plan
of the species. For the South China Sea area, such area is beyond the mandate of SEAFDEC.
As for the Andaman Sea, SEAFDEC can share the results of its works on neritic tunas with
the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) which has the management mandate in this sub-
region.

On the “Conservation and Management of Catadromous Eel Resources and Promotion of
Sustainable Aquaculture in the Southeast Asia,” the Policy Guidelines for Conservation and
Management of Tropical Anguillid Eels in Southeast Asian Region developed in 2018 was
noted. To seek endorsement of the Policy Guidelines under the ASEAN Mechanism,
SEAFDEC was requested to seek approval of the document by the Council ad referendum,
and subsequently circulate the document to the 21FCG/ASSP countries’ head delegates and
request comments for endorsement to the ASWGFi ad referendum. The FCG/ASSP focal
points should be established in order that matters that require urgent consideration could be
considered and endorsed by the FCG/ASSP ad referendum.

On the “Progress on the Establishment of an Aquatic Emergency Preparedness and Response
System for Effective Management of Transboundary Disease Outbreaks in Southeast Asia,”
the ASEAN Secretariat requested that once the regional technical guidelines/mechanisms for
early warning system for aquatic animal diseases is already available and approved by the
SEAFDEC Council, SEAFDEC should submit this to the FCG/ASSP for endorsement to
ASWGFi.

Under the “Updates on the Establishment of the Regional Database of Alternative Feed
Ingredients in Aquaculture,” the official launching of the Database with the web address
http://afid.seafdec.org.ph/ was noted.

e Ensuring the Food Safety and Quality of Fish and Fishery Products in ASEAN Seafood

With regards to the “Progress on the Establishment of the Regional Guidelines on Cold
Chain Management for Seafood,” the 21FCG/ASSP suggested that the Guidelines should be
submitted to the SEAFDEC Council at its forthcoming meeting in 2019, and upon the
approval of the SEAFDEC Council, the Guidelines would be circulated for endorsement by
the FCG/ASSP focal points, and subsequently submitted to the ASEAN mechanism.

e CITES Issues

On the commercially exploited aquatic species that are of concern to the Southeast Asian
region, the 21FCG/ASSP was informed that the SEAFDEC Secretariat will organize the
ASEAN-SEAFDEC Regional Technical Consultation on the Proposal to CITES CoP18 to
facilitate the development of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC common/coordinated position.
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Subsequently, the common/coordinated position once endorsed by the SEAFDEC Council
will be submitted to the ASEAN mechanism.

Under the “Other Matters, the 21FCG/ASSP took note of the proposal on “Way Forward for Resolution
and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020,”
which was developed in response to the directive of the SEAFDEC Council during its Fiftieth Meeting in
March 2018. The proposed workplan, which includes a review of the progress in the implementation of
the RES&POA 2020 and review of the contents of the RES&POA 2020, was also noted.

The Report of the 21FCG/ASSP was adopted on 9 November 2018.
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Annex 9

ASEAN GUIDELINES FOR PREVENTING THE ENTRY OF FISH AND FISHERY PRODUCTS
FROM IUU FISHING ACTIVITIES INTO THE SUPPLY CHAIN

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

ASEAN Member States (AMS) through sub-regional cooperation prevent, deter and eliminate illegal,
unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing in the region. Apart from MCS, trade-related measures are
important to combat 1UU fishing. AMSs urgently to strengthen measures to exclude IUU fish and fishery
products from the supply chain. In this regard, SEAFDEC/MFRDMD in collaboration with
SEAFDEC/Secretariat started the program in 2013 with funding support from JTF VI to formulate and to
disseminate the “ASEAN Guidelines for Preventing the Entry of Fish and Fishery Products from 1UU
Fishing Activities into the Supply Chain”. Throughout several meetings involving all AMSs, experts from
national and regional organizations, the ASEAN Guidelines was finally developed and endorsed up to
ministerial level through the ASEAN protocol in 2014. As the ASEAN Guidelines was voluntary in
nature, the Guidelines was implemented in AMSs according to the capacity of each AMSs.

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD continue to promote the implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines. The status of
implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines in AMSs were assessed based on self-evaluation by each
AMSs. Consultative visits to eight (8) AMSs were performed by SEAFDEC/MFRDMD in 2018. The
countries visited are Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand and Viet
Nam. SEAFDEC/MFRDMD compiled and summarized the feedback from the eight (8) AMSs on the
current status of implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines in AMSs during consultative visits. Scores of
self-evaluation on implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines in AMSs were as follows: Cambodia, 84.8%
of total score; Indonesia: 96.4% of total score; Lao PDR 60% of total score; Malaysia, 92.4% of total
score; Myanmar, 94% of total score; Philippines, 96.4% of total score; Thailand, 94% of total score; and
Viet Nam, 96.4% of total score. The self-evaluation scores for all AMSs will be compared to the score
during the project terminal meeting in September 2019, to show progress of implementation of the
ASEAN Guidelines by AMSs. An interim report of the feedback and self-evaluation conducted on the
implementation of the ASEAN Guidelines was published in the first quarter of 2019.

Il. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL

e To take note of the progress of the implementation of the Guidelines; and
e To provide comments and advice to the activities and the way forward.
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Annex 10
PROGRESS OF REGIONAL FISHING VESSELS RECORD
I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Regional Fishing Vessels Record (RFVR) for 24 meters in length and over was endorsed by the
SEAFDEC Council Meeting in 2013, and supported by the Special Senior Officials Meeting of the Thirty-
Forth Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry (Special SOM-34" AMAF).
Subsequently, the Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in 2014 endorsed the proposed RFVR activities plan.
In 2017, the “Strategy and way forward on improvement, promotion and utilization of RFVR database for
24 meters in length and over” was developed at the Regional Technical Consultation on Evaluation of
Implementation and Utilization of the RFVR. Since then, a number of activities have been implemented by
SEAFDEC Training Department (TD).

Progress of implementation for RFVR-24 meters

The “Regional Meeting on the Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR) for 24 meters in length and over as
a Management Tool toward Combating IUU Fishing in ASEAN” was convened from 12 to 13 December
2018 at the SEAFDEC/TD, Samut Prakan, Thailand. The conclusion of information submission to RFVR
Database since 2015 and agreement from the Meeting is shown below

e Information submission and utilization by the AMSs to the database system of RFVR-24 meters

Table 1. No. of the vessels provided by the AMSs into the RFVR-24 meters (2015-2018)

No. of Vessels
Reported by BN ID MY MM PH SG TH VN

AMSs (Year)
2015 1 N/A 125 664 997 N/A 250 445
2016 1 380 332 N/A N/A 1 402 Coming
2017 1 434 N/A 424 1007 1 420 Coming
2018 9 Coming 225 Coming | Coming 1 335 Coming

Remarks:

e  Official letter to AMSs for updating information of the RFVR Database
(dated 7 February 2018)
¢  Reminding for yearly update information of the RFVR database
(dated 5 July 2018 via email)
e  “Coming” refers to information has yet submitted by the respective countries
o “N/A” refers to information not submitted in that year

Table 1 shows that there is a trend of increasing numbers of fishing vessels in the RFVR-24 meters
database for Indonesia whereas it is likely to decrease the number of fishing vessels in other countries.
Thailand, for example, the decreasing number of fishing vessels may be due to the issuance of the ‘Royal
Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015)’ where the level of fishing efforts has been adjusted to match with
the available fishery resources. For the update information from AMSs in 2018. There were 4 countries
submit update information to RFVR Database namely, Brunei Darussalam, Malaysia, Singapore, and
Thailand.

To monitor the usefulness of the RFVR database, information on the access to the database has been

collected as one of the project activities as shown in Table 2. It shows that AMSs have made use of the
RFVR database developed and maintained currently, particularly for Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand.
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However, requirement of more username and password for assess to RFVR Database from Member
Countries unlimited. Member Countries can request SEAFDEC to provide User ID and password for
distribution to relevant agency who utilize RFVR database.

Table 2. No. of access to the RFVR-24 meters (2015-2018)

Country No. of Accounts No. of Registers Accumulated no. of access
from 2015-2018
Brunei Darussalam 14 4 9
Cambodia 14 2 3
Indonesia 14 1 2
Lao PDR 10 1 1
Malaysia 15 8 51
Myanmar 14 0 0
Philippines 14 1 10
Singapore 14 3 14
Thailand 15 3 30
Viet Nam 14 2 3
Total 138 23 123

e  Submission/Updating of RFVR Database

AMSs agreed to follow up the preparation schedule by SEAFDEC whenever they need to send a reminding
letter to each member country, usually one month before updating. The agreement of member country
representatives was shown below:

No. Country Frequency Schedule
1. Brunei Darussalam Agreed two times per year January and October
2. Indonesia January and July
3. Malaysia January and July
4, Myanmar April and November
5. Philippines April and October
6. Singapore January and July
7. Thailand April and October
8. Viet Nam April and October

Furthermore, the procedures to request for submission could be prepared as standard operating procedure.
The National Focal Point should be appointed from each Member Countries.

e Initiation on Development of RFVR Less than 24 Meters in Length

Discussions on the development of regional RFVR database for the vessel size less than 24 meters in length
were undertaken and agreed during the Forty-first Program Committee Meeting of SEAFDEC held in
November 2018 and The RFVR Meeting in December 2018. The RFVR Meeting also discussed that the
range of vessel size from 18 meters to 23.99 meters in length is most appropriate for reducing 1UU fishing
in the region.

For further follow-up, SEAFDEC continues its efforts to secure funds in 2020, as estimated budget was
already allocated for the year 2020’s activity plan. The activities for RFVR database less than 24 meters in
length will start in 2020. Moreover, with support of FAO, detailed discussions on regional initiative to
develop RFVR database for the vessels size less than 24 meters will be undertaken as a side event during
the FAO’s 5™ Meeting of GRWG (Global Record) during 13-14 May 2019 (Seoul, Republic of Korea).
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Progress on Development of Protocol for Accessing the RFVR Database System

With the reference from the comments made by some of SEAFDEC Member Countries, the revised version
of the Protocol for Accessing the RFVR Database System was initially submitted to the Council on 21
January 2019 for the endorsement as ad referendum. With regard to additional comment from the Council
for Thailand (letter dated 25 February 2019), the Secretariat revised the document accordingly as appeared
in the Appendix 1 for consideration and endorsement by the 51* Council.

Il. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL

e The Meeting is requested to take note the progress of the regional initiatives on RFVR-24 meters
database, as well as to provide policy directives to SEAFDEC and Member Countries on the
implementation of this activity, as well as to enhance future usage of the RFVR database by the
AMSs.

e The Meeting is requested to take note on the revision of the “Protocol for Accessing the RFVR
Database System”. The Meeting may wish to also provide further directives on this matter, and
endorse the document.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 10
Revised Protocol for Accessing the RFVR Database System by Non-AMSs
I. BACKGROUND

The Regional Fishing Vessel Record (RFVR) Database System for vessels 24 meters in length and over
(RFVR-24m Database) is an online system, established with the collaboration of the ASEAN Member
States (AMSs) under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership Program “Promotion of
Countermeasures to Reduce 1UU Fishing Activities” implemented from 2011 to 2019 with funding support
from the Government of Japan through the Japanese Trust Fund (JTF). The concept proposal to establish
the RFVR for 24 meters in length and over, was presented to and approved by the SEAFDEC Council
during its 45™ Meeting in April 2013 in the Philippines, and subsequently supported by the Special Senior
Officials Meeting of the Thirty-Fourth Meeting of the ASEAN Ministers on Agriculture and Forestry
(Special SOM-34" AMAF), to be used as a management tool to combat IUU fishing in the Southeast Asian
region. From the series of experts’ consultations, a principal agreement was reached by the AMSs on the
list of 28 basic data and information on fishing vessels 24 meters in length and over that would be shared
through the RFVR-24m Database. In principle, the corresponding RFVR-24m Database which is managed
by the SEAFDEC Training Department, is shared by all AMSs including Cambodia and Lao PDR even if
these two countries do not have vessels measuring 24 meters in length and over.

Sharing of the information in the RFVR-24m Database with the (i) non-AMS members of the RPOA-IUU
i.e. Australia, PNG and Timor Leste; and (ii) relevant RFMOs was raised during the 48" Meeting of the
SEAFDEC Council in 2016, where some concerns were expressed about sharing of the information in the
RFVR-24m Database with non-AMSs. In order to address such concerns, it was therefore suggested that a
mechanism should be developed to allow (i) non-AMS members of the RPOA-IUU i.e. Australia, PNG and
Timor Leste; and (ii) relevant RFMOs access to the RFVR-24m Database Moreover, it was also suggested
that the reasons for such a request should be considered while the same security measures for accessing the
RFVR-24m Database by the AMSs, should be applied with the authorized non-AMSs by providing them
with the corresponding security password.

While agreeing in principle, that the RFVR-24m Database could be shared with non-AMSs under the
RPOA-IUU, the SEAFDEC Council requested the SEAFDEC Secretariat to seek approval from the
ASEAN on this matter. At the 24" Meeting of the ASWGFi, SEAFDEC raised the relevant
recommendations that were made during the 48" Meeting of the Council, specifically on the proposed
sharing of the RFVR-24m Database with non-AMSs. After discussions, the 24ASWGFi agreed in principle
on the proposed sharing of the RFVR-24m Database with non-AMSs on condition that the guidelines or
protocol for data sharing should be developed and put in place, e.g. specifying the level of authority to
grant an approval for data sharing, and assuring the security of the data.

SEAFDEC therefore developed the protocol for accessing the RFVR-24m Database by RPOA-IUU
Member Countries, which are not SEAFDEC Member Countries, i.e. Australia, Papua New Guinea, and
Timor-Leste.

Il. OBJECTIVES OF THE PROTOCOL

The development of this Protocol is meant to:
a) provide a guidance for sharing of the confidential RFVR data with selected non-AMSs, i.e. other
members of the RPOA-IUU,;
b) assure that data security is maintained; and
c¢) enhance the utilization of RFVR-24m Database by non-AMSs, especially in examining any AMS-
flagged fishing vessels that may have possibly been engaged in 1UU fishing.
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EXPLANATION

For the purpose of the RFVR-24m Database that the following definitions entail:

a)
b)

c)

d)

non-AMSs refers to in this initial proposed Protocol, are the RPOA-IUU member countries which
are not SEAFDEC Member Countries, i.e. Australia, Papua New Guinea, Timor-Leste

RFVR Data refers to the 28 key data elements for fishing vessels 24 meters in length and over,
that are provided by the AMSs in the RFVR-24m Database (Template 1)

Fishing vessels that are not in the RFVR-24m Database should only be identified as IUU fishing
vessels if a flag State had investigated and found evidence that such vessels have been engaged in
IUU fishing activities.

Protocol refers to the set of procedures and guidelines for accessing the RFVR-24m Database and
for observing the confidentiality of the data. This initial proposed Protocol targets only the RPOA-
IUU Member Countries which are not SEAFDEC Member Countries. This Protocol should not be
used as substitute for formal legal advice that would be obtained where necessary. As the vessel
not listed in the RFVR should not be treated as an 1UU fishing vessel until evidence is shown to
prove otherwise, non-AMSs and relevant RFMOs shall initially approach the flag State directly (if
the flag is known) or SEAFDEC if the flag State is unknown, then SEAFDEC shall seek
confirmation from the concerned AMSs and update the RFVR database accordingly.

IV. THE PROTOCOL FOR ACCESSING THE RFVR-24M DATABASE AND
CONFIDENTIALITY OF RFVR DATA FOR NON-AMSS

Request from non-AMS for access to the RFVR-24m Database should be sent to the SEAFDEC
Secretary-General;

A Letter of Agreement (LOA) between the requesting non-AMS country in item (i) with the
SEAFDEC Secretary-General shall be prepared. Details of the information to be shared with the
requesting country for access to the RFVR-24m Database shall be clearly defined in the LOA.The
letter will spell out that the information in the RFVR 24m- Database is confidential and that the
information cannot be shared with a 3 party without prior consent from the AMS/SEAFDEC.;
Once the LOA has been signed, SEAFDEC will issue the requesting country user names and
passwords to the requesting country

The requesting country must share their respective fishing vessels data of 24 meters in length and
over!, with the RFVR-24m Database within two (2) months, and must update the relevant data
twice a year, the same as the conditions for AMSs?; and

Failure to comply with the above protocol, including sharing information from the database with a
3" party without prior consent from the AMS/SEAFDEC, will result in termination of access to
the RFVR 24m-Database

V. CANCELLATION AND REINSTATEMENT OF ACCESS THE RFVR-24M DATABASE

Failure to comply with the protocol in item (4) would lead to immediate termination of access to
the RFVR-24m Database;

SEAFDEC will report the termination of access to SEAFDEC Council; and

Should the non-AMS wish to reinstate its access to the RFVR-24m database, it would need to send
its request in writing to the SEAFDEC Secretary-General, who would only reinstate its access
following SEAFDEC Council’s approval.

! The revisions based on comment received from the Council for Thailand on 25 February 2019
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Template 1: Key Data Elements to be shared with the RFVR-24m Database (for vessels measuring 24

meters in length and over)

Information on fishing vessels
Name of Vessel

Information on fishing vessels
International Radio Call sign

Vessel Registration Number

Engine Brand

Owner Name

Serial Number of Engine

Type of Fishing Method/Gear

Hull Material

Fishing License Number

Date of Registration

Expiration Date of Fishing Licenses

Area (country) of Fishing Operation

Port of Registry

Nationality of Vessel (flag)

Gross Tonnage (GRT/GT) Previous Name (if any)

Length (L) Previous Flag (if any)

Breadth (B) Name of Captain/Master (if available)
Depth (D) Nationality of Captain/Master (if available)

Engine Power

Number of Crew (maximum/minimum)

Shipyard/Ship Builder

Nationality of Crew (if available)

Date of launching/Year of Built/ Year of Purchase

IMO Number (If any)
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Annex 11
CONTINUING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ASEAN CATCH DOCUMENTATION SCHEME
I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) is one of the regional initiatives between SEAFDEC
and the ASEAN Member States (AMSs) for improving the traceability system for marine capture fisheries,
and aiming to prevent the entry of fish and fishery products from IUU fishing activities into the supply
chain. Since 2014 till 2017, five (5) Technical Consultation and expert meetings have been organized for
deliberation on the concept of ACDS. Finally, the ACDS was endorsed at the 25" Meeting of the ASEAN
Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (25ASWGFi) in May 2017 in Singapore. Later the document was
also adopted by the SOM-AMAF in the same year. To support the implementation of the ACDS, the
elctronic system is required taking into consideration the guidance from the SEAFDEC Councils that the
process should not create unnecessary burden, cost or lengthy process for all supply chain,
importers/exporters.

SEAFDEC initiated electronic ACDS (eACDS) implementation in Brunei Darussalam as pilot testing of
the ACDS since 2016. The introduction of overall system of eACDS was launched during the Inaugural
Ceremony of the Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in June 2017.

Since the pilot testing of the eACDS was launched, the series of consultation and on-site training on the use
of eACDS by all relevant Stakeholders were conducted in collaboration with the Department of Fisheries,
Brunei Darussalam. Recently, the eACDS sytem is still in the process of the testing, including activities
updating system and application design to solve some problems as appeared in the Appendix 1. The plan to
conduct evaluation of the eACDS implementation is scheduled in 2019. Moreover, regards to request form
Myanmar, Viet Nam, and Malaysia at the SEAFDEC Meeting, the eACDS implementation is now
expanding in collaboration with the respective countries.

Il. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL

e The Council is requested to take note the progress on development of the electronic system of the
eACDS for pilot testing in Brunei Darussalam and also the site expansion for Myanmar, Viet Nam and
Malaysia, and

e The Council is invited to provide advice to promote the application of ACDS to combat 1UU fishing
and enhance intra-regional and international trade in fish and fishery product.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 11
Promotion of ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme in Southast Asia
l. INTRODUCTION

In accordance with the requirement of SEAFDEC Member Countries in complying with the requirements
of the EC Regulation 1005/2008 since January 2010, the 13" Meeting of the Fisheries Consultative Group
of the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (FCG/ASSP) in December 2010 in Thailand suggested
SEAFDEC Secretariat to take a proactive role in facilitating the sharing of experiences and information
among the Member Countries in order to enhance the country’s capacity and efforts to deal with all future
market driven measures that would impact to the fisheries sectors particularly economic and social aspects
in the Southeast Asian region. In response to this SEAFDEC proposed the development of the common
regional catch documentation scheme with aims to ensure that the traceability of capture fisheries is
improved to meet the requirements and to reduce such impacts from market measures. Later, the ASEAN
Member States (AMS) expressed their support on improving the traceability for capture fisheries to ensure
the sustainability of fisheries for food security toward 2020 as guided in the 2011 Resolution and Plan of
Action. In connection to this, the development of common regional catch documentation scheme herein
after called “ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) to enhance the intra-regional and
international trade was supported at the SSOM-AMAF in 2013.

The development of the ACDS concept was initiatived by SEAFDEC Secretariat in collaboration with
MFRDMD and experts/fisheries managers from SEAFDEC Member Countries with the support from
Japanese Trust Funds since 2014. One expert group meeting and one Technical consultation meeting were
convened in October and December, 2014 for the 1% Draft of ACDS, respectively. Another expert meeting
convened in 2015 for finalizing the draft ACDS, was also organized in accordance with the
recommendations made by the 47" SEAFDEC Council Meeting. The results from three meetings in 2014
and 2015 could come up with the final draft ACDS Concept and draft info-graphic on usage of ACDS for
18 scenarios of catch/trade flows into and or among the AMS in the region. To ensure that ACDS are
applicable and benefit to the relevant stakeholders namely operators of fishing vessels, suppliers, seafood
processors for export and traders who export and transship, SEAFDEC convened the Stakeholder
Consultations in March 2016 with aims to introduce the concept and compile their views for further
development of the appropriate system of ACDS for both electronic and manual system to cover all
requirements of the SEAFDEC Member Countries. SEAFDEC is recommended to develop the electronic
system of ACDS that should be included not only commercial fisheries but also considering to support
small-scale fishers. In addition, at the 49" meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in April 2016, the Council
suggested that the eACDS should be developed in harmonization with other existing catch documentation
schemes to ensure that this would be acceptable to the EU and US Presidential Task Force, and thus,
enhance trading of fish and fishery products from the Southeast Asian region, while the Council endorsed
Brunei Darussalam as a pilot testing country for the eACDS. In connection to this, the ACDS concept was
also endorsed by the 25" ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) in May 2017 in
Singapore. Later the Concept was also adopted by the 39" AMAF Meeting in the same year. SEAFDEC
initiated eACDS implementation in Brunei Darussalam as pilot testing of the ACDS since 2016. The
introduction of overall system of eACDS was launched by the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of
Primary Resources and Tourism of Brunei Darussalam, Dr. Haji Abdul Manaf bin Haji Metussin, during
the Inaugural Ceremony of the Forty-ninth Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in June 2017.

1. PROGRESS ON DEVELOPMENT OF ELECTRONIC SYSTEM of ASEAN CATCH
DOCUMENTATION SCHEME (eACDS) IN AMS

Brunei Darussalam

Since the pilot testing of the eACDS was launched in Brunei Darussalam in June 2017. The series of
consultation and on-site training on the use of eACDS by all relevant Stakeholders were conducted in
collaboration with the Department of Fisheries, Brunei Darussalam. According the testing of eACDS
Database and application by Brunei Darussalam relavent stakeholder, the Database and application was
developed and updated to fix the system and design problem. Presently, the system can issue forh Catch
Certification (CC). In this regard, the re-training on the use of eACDS was organized from 28-29 January
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2019 in Brunei Darussalam for relavant agencies and stakeholder. The evaluation and monitoring through
impact assessment on eACDS system implementation is also planned to conduct in 2™ quarter of 2019.

Viet Nam

The representative from Viet Nam proposed in the Fortieth Meeting of the Program Committee (40PCM)
of the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) which held in Bangkok, Thailand in
November 2017 that SEAFDEC could also support Viet Nam in the development of a system to apply the
eACDS for marine fishery products. To follow up this proposed, the introduction on eACDS system was
conducted for all relevant stakeholder and Directorate of Fisheries (D-Fish) in Viet Nam in December
2017. Moreover, the visit and discussion on initial planning and cooperation with D-Fish for eACDS
implementation through preparation of Key Data Element for eACDS database development and selection
of pilot area was conducted from 12-13 September 2018. The visit and observation of pilot site in Binh
Thuan and Khanh Hau Province including discussion with relevant stakeholder was conducted from 19-22
December 2018.

Myanmar

According to the 50" SEAFDEC Council Meeting in March 2018, the Council Director for Myanmar
looked forward to cooperating with SEAFDEC in strengthening regional cooperation to combat 1UU
fishing by supporting the implementation of the eACDS at the national level. To follow up this
coorperation, the introduction on eACDS system was conducted for all relevant stakeholder and the
Department of Fisheries, Myanmar in June 2018 and the visit and discussion on initial planning and
cooperation with DOF, Myanmar for eACDS implementation through preparation of Key Data Element for
eACDS database development and selection of pilot area was conducted from 25-28 September 2018.
Moreover, collection and discussion more information for Key Data Elements (KDEs) and preparation of
data for development eACDS system in Myanmar thgour confirmation of focal points for eACDS activities
at the central office and pilot sites was conducted from 4-7 February 2019.

Malaysia

Refer to the 41% Meeting of the Program Committee of SEAFDEC in November 2018, the Program
Committee Member for Malaysia requested to implement eACDS in Malaysia as one of the project site in
2019. According to follow up this request, SEAFDEC contacted and received for focal point of eACDS in
DOF, Headquater and plan to introduction eACDS and visit pilot site in Selangor and Kelantan as proposed
by Malaysia in 2" quarter of this year.
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Annex 12

PROGRESS ON REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE PORT STATE MEASURES

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Referring to the adopted International Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU) in 2001, in which the requirement for Port State Measures (PSM) is
included. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has worked on the PSM to
combat Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing including identifying the needs for human
resources development to promote the implementation of PSM as minimum standards, and published a
“FAO Voluntary Model Scheme on Port State Measures” in 2004 to combat Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing. Subsequently, the FAO Conference adopted resolution 12/2009, approving the FAO
Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
Fishing, as a legally binding instrument in 2009. The main objective of the PSM Agreement is to “prevent
illegally caught fish from entering international markets through ports™. In this connection, Port State needs
to take the action on restriction of entry into port, use of port, access to port services, in addition, the
inspection and other enforcement activities are also mentioned in the agreement.

Taking into account the importance of seafood products from Southeast Asian to around the world market,
trade in and out are one of the important activities. To avoid any impact on trade as well as preventing the
entry of 1UU fish and fishery products either from international or intra-regional trade, the implementation
of PSM is therefore needed taking into accounts other existing regional management tools developed under
the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Collaborative Framework such as ASEAN Catch Documentations, database of
Regional Fishing Vessel Records for the vessels 24 meters and over (RFVR-24m) in length, ASEAN
Guidelines to prevent the entry of IUU products into the supply chain, etc.

Refer to the Forty-eight Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council in April 2016, the Concept Proposal on
Regional Cooperation for Supporting the Implementation of Port State Measures in ASEAN Region was
raised up at the Meeting. According to this, SEAFDEC in collaboration with partners organized the
Workshop on Regional Cooperation for Implementation of Port State Measures to Improve Fisheries
Management and Reduce IUU Fishing in Southeast Asia in 2016. The Workshop came up with “Actions
needed and priority activities for regional cooperation to support the implementation of the Port State
Measures” which emphasized on capacity building to support implementation of PSM and gap analysis on
law and regulation to support implementation of the Agreement on Port States Measures (PSMA).

Moreover, the Fiftieth SEAFDEC Council Meeting in April 2018 suggested, recommended, and requested
for regional cooperation to support the implementation and capacity building of the PSM in ASEAN region
in collaboration with other partners, establishment of networks for cooperation and exchange of
information on PSM implementation, gap analysis of the legal frameworks of the countries and a needs
assessment.

Follow-up the progress activities to support implementation on PSM in the region, FAO has designed and
developed the networks database for cooperation and exchange of information on PSM “Port-Lex”. The
Database on Port State Measures (Port-Lex) provides access to PSM adopted by States to prevent, deter and
eliminate 1UU fishing. Information can be accessed through a simple word search or advanced search using
country names or measure components. Moreover, FAO undertook a PSMA and related international
instruments gap analysis on legal frameworks under FAO global program in Singapore, Thailand,
Myanmar, Indonesia, and Cambodia. To avoid duplication of implementation activities, SEAFDEC will
monitor the progress of such activities in close collaboration with the FAO, as well as to provide technical
inputs if necessary to support the concerned AMSs. Moreover, SEAFDEC continued to strengthen capacity
building activities to support implementation of PSM in coordination with other international agencies and
partners as appears in the Appendix 1.
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Il. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY COUNCIL

To take note on the progress of work undertaken by SEAFDEC.
To provide advice on required support from SEAFDEC (in collaboration with other organizations) to
strengthen implementation of PSM in the ASEAN.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 12
Promotion on Regional Cooperation for Implementation of the Port State Measures
I. INTRODUCTION

Refers to the adopted International Plan of Action to prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated Fishing (IPOA-IUU) in 2001, in which the requirement for Port State Measures (PSM) is
included. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has worked on the PSM to
combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing including identifying the needs for human
resources development to implement PSM while developed as minimum standards - a “FAO Voluntary
Model Scheme on Port State Measures” to combat Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing in 2004.
Later, the FAO Conference adopted resolution 12/2009 approving the FAO Agreement on Port State
Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing, as a legally binding
instrument in 2009. The Objective of the PSM Agreement is to “prevent illegally caught fish from entering
international markets through ports”. Port State needs to take the action on restriction of entry into port, use
of port, access to port services, in addition the inspection and other enforcement activities are also
mentioned in the agreement. Taking into account the importance of seafood products from Southeast Asian
to around the world market, trade in and out are ones of the important activities. To avoid any impact on
trade as well as preventing the entry of 1UU fish and fishery products either from international or intra-
regional trade, the implementation of PSM is therefore needed taking into accounts other existing regional
management tools developed under the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Collaborative Framework such as ASEAN
Catch Documentations, RFVR-24m in length, ASEAN Guidelines to prevent the entry of 1UU products
into the supply chain, etc. Implementation of Port State Measures required inter-agency as well as regional
and international cooperation. There are several action needed as mentioned in the provisions in which port
State need to consider their legal instruments to compile with PSM. Based on the technical consultations on
implementation of PSM by ASEAN Member States (AMSSs), the results showed that many AMSs are still
inadequate of the human capacity to implement the PSM, while many foreign vessels not only from outside
the ASEAN region such as high-sea or Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) areas but
also vessels among the AMSs. In 2015, SEAFDEC therefore proposed the regional approaches to support
the implementation the PSM in and effective management through the harmonization and cooperation
among AMS.

Il. PROGRESS OF REGIONAL COOPERATION ON PSM

Refer to the Forty-eight Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in April 2016, the Concept Proposal on Regional
Cooperation for Supporting the Implementation of Port State Measures in ASEAN Region was raised up at
the Meeting. According to this, SEAFDEC in collaboration with partners organized the Workshop on
Regional Cooperation for Implementation of Port State Measures to Improve Fisheries Management and
Reduce 1UU Fishing in Southeast Asia in 2016. The Workshop came up with “Actions, need and priority
activities for regional cooperation to support the implementation of the Port State Measures” which
emphasized as follows: 1) Capacity building to support implementation of PSM, 2) gap analysis on law and
regulation to support implementation of PSMA, and 3) Standard of operation for vessel inspection at port
for PSM activities.

Moreover, the Fiftieth SEAFDEC Council Meeting in April 2018 suggested, recommended, and requested
on regional cooperation to support the implementation of the PSM in ASEAN region as follows;

e Capacity building, especially in the aspects of training on PSM implementation (in general) and on
port inspection to support PSM implementation in collaboration with other partners;

¢ Establishment of networks for cooperation and exchange of information on PSM implementation;

o Analysis of gaps in the respective legal frameworks of the countries and a needs assessment; and

e SEAFDEC should coordinate closely with FAO in addressing the requirements of particular
AMS since its support is meant not only to the countries that ratified, but also to those that are yet
to ratify the PSMA.

According to above mentioned, the activities has been implemented by SEAFDEC and other agencies as
follows;
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1) Capacity building to support implementation of PSM in the region

SEAFDEC in collaboration with FAO, NOAA and USAID-RDMA organized “The regional training on
PSAM implementation in Southeast Asia for fishery manager” in February 2018. The resource persons
were supported by FAO, NOAA and the Department of Fisheries, Thailand. This training was focused on:
1) preparation of national legal aspects, policy and institutional of PSM implementation, 2) PSMA
inspection of vessels, and 3) lessons learned on PSM implementation in Thailand. Moreover, SEAFDEC
plan to organize “The training course on vessels inspection for PSM activities” next year. Presently,
SEAFDEC is in process of discussion and negotiation with NOAA and USAID-RDMA in collaboration to
organize this training course.

Moreover, in “The Part 6 Working Group Established by the Parties to the Agreement on PSMA” from 5-6
July 2018 in Rome, Italy and also during COFI meeting in 2018 in Rome, SEAFDEC discuss with FAO
and other international agencies on PSM activities in the region with conducted by SEAFDEC through
finding cooperation with other international agencies to support implementation of PSM in the region

2) Establishment of networks for cooperation and exchange of information on PSM implementation

FAO designed and developed the networks database for cooperation and exchange of information on PSM
namely “Port-Lex”. The Database on Port State Measures (Port-Lex) provides access to PSM) adopted by
states to prevent, deter and eliminate IUU fishing. Information can be accessed through a simple word
search or advanced search using country names or measure components. For more information, please visit
http://www.fao.org/fishery/psm/search/en.

3) Analysis of gaps in the respective the legal frameworks of the countries and a needs assessment

FAO undertook a PSMA and related international instruments gap analysis on legal frameworks under
FAO global program in Singapore, Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia, and Cambodia.

In this response, to avoid duplication of activities under support on implementation of PSM, SEAFDEC
will not conduct activities that conducted by FAO and other international agencies. However, SEAFDEC
will facilitate AMS to coordinate with other international agencies in their responsible activities as AMS
requested. Moreover, SEAFDEC will continue to strengthen capacity building activities to support
implementation of PSM in coordination with other international agencies.
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Annex 13

REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY
(RPOA-CAPACITY)

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Through the ASEAN Fisheries Consultative Forum (AFCF), the Department of Fisheries (DOF) Malaysia
as lead country for the cluster “Promoting Sustainable Practice: Fishing Capacity and Responsible Fisheries
Practices” worked with SEAFDEC to develop an approach to support regional cooperation on management
of fishing capacity for the ASEAN Region. As a result, the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for the
Management of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity) was formulated by the SEAFDEC Secretariat in
collaboration with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the ASEAN Member States.
The final draft of the RPOA-Capacity was reviewed and endorsed during the 48" Meeting of SEAFDEC
Council in April 2016, then submitted for endorsement of the 24™ Meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral
Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) in June 2016, and adoption by the 38™ Meeting of the ASEAN
Ministers on Agriculture and Fisheries (AMAF) in October 2016. The RPOA-Capacity has been used as
guide for the AMSs in their efforts towards the sustainable utilization of fishery resources in their
respective waters.

Progress of RPOA-Capacity Implementation in AMSs

With the aim to monitor the progress in implementing the RPOA-Capacity in the AMSs, SEAFDEC
requested the MCs for providing information on the implementation progress of the RPOA-Capacity by
using a questionnaire survey (May 2018). At the 21FCG/ASSP Meeting in 2018, the Meeting toke note on:
(i) the preliminary results (Appendix 1) from the feedback® of the questionnaire from the AMSs on the
progress of national implementation on RPOA-Capacity; (ii) progress of the proposed funding to support
assessment of the progress for implementation of the RPOA-Capacity by SEAFDEC MFRDMD to
ASEAN Secretariat. In addition, the SEAFDEC also proposed for consideration by the 21FCG/ASSP
Meeting to support the establishment of a permanent technical/policy coordination unit on management of
fishing capacity (RPOA-Capacity Secretariat). As a result, the 21FCG/ASSP viewed that more detailed
information would be necessary and the terms of reference for the RPOA-Capacity Secretariat should be
developed prior to undertaking further discussions with the AMSs on this matter.

Future Program

The rapidly growing fisheries industry in Southeast Asia since late 1970s has led to increased fishing
capacity, especially with the introduction of highly efficient fishing gears such as trawlers and later on the
purse seiners, as well as to the increasing capacities of processing plants. Promotion of the surimi industry
in the region is one of the examples that significantly increased the capacities of processing industries,
while increasing amounts of fish as raw materials are required to supply these processing industries. The
fishing areas since the 1970s have been largely expanded to cover international waters particularly the
South China Sea and towards the offshore areas of the Southeast Asian countries. The Economic Exclusive
Zones (EEZs), which used to be only 12 nautical miles from shore and increased to 200 nautical miles after
the adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 1982, has created
significant impacts in many Southeast Asian countries. The expansion of EEZs to 200 nautical miles
without effective Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) and fisheries management schemes was
considered as one of the primary reasons that drives the fishing industries to operate illegal fishing
activities, later identified as lllegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing in the EEZs of neighboring
countries.

There could be many forms of IUU fishing activities but among the major forms are unlicensed fishing,
landing of fish in neighbouring states, using double flags, and use of illegal fishing gears and practices,
among others. In this connection, SEAFDEC/MFRDMD in collaboration with Malaysia and other AMSs is

! The countries that provided feedbacks to the questionnaire included: Malaysia, Thailand and Singapore
(Appendix 2.1 and Appendix 2.2). The 21FCG/ASSP Meeting encouraged the countries who has not yet sent
their accomplished questionnaires to submit the feedback by the end of 2018. To date (26 February 2019), there
is no additional response from the countries on this concern to the Secretariat.
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now preparing to propose a new project, the title: Implementation and Assessment of Fishing Capacity and
Zoning System for Southeast Asia, proposing the financial support from Japan ASEAN Integrated Fund
through ASEAN Secretariat. Objectives of this new project area) to engage with regional and international
processes to enhance ASEAN cooperation to improve the governance of trans-boundary fishing to improve
the regulation and control of fishing vessels, b) to examine and improve policy settings as necessary to
ensure that they do not distort incentives for output increases and new technology adoption while ensuring
that they incorporate fully the value of environmental assets and costs of resource depletion. This project
will run for 2 years, with the total cost estimated at USD 285,000.

Il. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL
The Council is requested to take note on the progress of implementation the RPOA-Capacity in AMSs, as

well as the future program to support its implementation in AMSs. The Council is also invited to provide
advice and comments for effective implementation of the RPOA-Capacity.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 13
Progress of AMSs in Implementing RPOA-Capacity by AMSs

Under the SEAFDEC-Sweden collaborative project, the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action for Management
of Fishing Capacity (RPOA-Capacity) was developed and subsequently endorsed by ASEAN. SEAFDEC
has encouraged and provided its supports to the Member Countries (MCs) in the implementation of the
RPOA-Capacity through bilateral dialogues and sub-regional and regional technical consultations. In May
2018, SEAFDEC requested the MCs for providing information on the implementation progress of the
RPOA-Capacity by using a questionnaire survey. This paper presents the summary results from feedbacks
of the MCs.

The questionnaires contain two (2) major topics, namely (i) national activities in support of the
implementation of the RPOA-Capacity and (ii) lessons learnt by the MCs in managing fishing capacity.
Based on the feedback from the MCs, the common issues are summarized as follows:

. National Activities/Actions in Support of the Implementation of the RPOA-Capacity

A number of relevant activities/programs under the framework of the RPOA-Capacity has been carried out
by some MCs. The objectives of such activities are to:

1. Develop/review the National Plan of Action for the management of fishing capacity (NPOA-
Capacity), fisheries subsidies and incentives with reference to the RPOA-Capacity
2. Reform/review the national legislation and legal framework, and the development of fisheries
improvement program to strengthen the effective management of fishing capacity
3. Strengthen the interagency coordination for sharing information
4. Strengthen the interagency coordination for the effective implementation of MCS (Monitoring,
Control and Surveillance) program
5. Implement public awareness programs on sustainable fisheries through the management of fishing
capacity using Information, Education and Communication Programs (IEC)
6. Support activities implementing under the framework of RPOA-Capacity, including
e Establishment/development of:
o Scientific Working Group/Committee (policy and technical)
0 National Plan of Control and Inspection (NPCI)
0 National database system for the management of fishing capacity (fishing vessels
and fishing gears)
0 SOP (Standard Operating Procedure) for data collection
0 National Monitoring Program (e.g. using fishermen’s eyes and ears)
0 Mechanism for the continuous participation of stakeholders in monitoring and
reporting encroachment into reserved and protected areas
0  Traceability system through the development of Catch Certification System
e Continuation of data collection on fishing capacity (e.g. no. of fishing vessels, renewal of
fishing license, fisheries resources survey, etc.) to update information
e Continuation of communication with relevant organizations as required and relevant, as well
as active cooperation with relevant regional organizations/efforts in assessing the status of
shared migratory stocks with an aim to be able to balance fishing effort with availability of
resources
e Continuation to enhance/build capacity to increase technical expertise at national level:
0 To assess fishing capacity
0 To enforce laws and regulations (e.g. port State inspectors)
o For fishery managers and researchers to enhance their skills, capabilities and
competencies
0 For fishers to improve skills in support of the development of programs including
Ecosystem Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM)
e Reduction of fishing capacity based on the results from the scientific findings to balance
fishing effort with available resources
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¢ Regularly engage:
o0 Local fishers on their fishing operations regarding public awareness program
0 Relevant stakeholders to participate in resources management activities
0 Relevant traders/stakeholders:
= |n awareness building program on sustainable fisheries
= To ensure compliance to the RFMOs (Regional Fisheries Management
Organizations) as applicable to the ASEAN region and sub-regions
o Politicians to be provided with frequent briefing sessions, and to increase awareness

II. Lessons Learnt by the MCs in Managing Fishing Capacity

With the reference to the activities implemented under the framework of the RPOA-Capacity, the lessons
learnt from the MCs are as follow:

1. Fisheries stock assessment and fisheries management plan will increase a transparency of the policy
implementation by the participation of relevant stakeholders

2. Better understanding on the current status of fishing capacity supports policy recommendations that

can be developed

Precautionary approach can be used as a basis for policy decision

Capacity building is a major requirement to ensure a continuity of the assessment activities

Political will is needed to ensure available resources to conduct regular monitoring, information

sharing and evaluation on the status of fisheries resources

6. Improvement of fishing gear technology will increase resource sustainability in ways that are efficient,
more economical while at the same time be environment-friendly

7. Database or records of fishing activities together with the sharing of information can be used for
improved management of fisheries resources

8. Communications and/or information materials are effective tools to educate or build awareness among
stakeholders

ok~ w

Based on the experiences and lessons learnt from MCs on implementation of RPOA-Capacity, as well as to
provide a platform for continued support and coordination from SEAFDEC (and others) in facilitating
dialogue and information sharing through existing bilateral, sub-regional and regional arrangements aiming
at strengthening cooperation for effectively management of fishing capacity in the region, SEAFDEC
would like to request the Meeting to support the establishment of a permanent technical/policy coordination
unit on management of fishing capacity (RPOA-Capacity Secretariat). The coordination unit/secretariat
would facilitate reporting and information sharing on the implementation at sub-regional level, such as
ongoing initiative on MCS network in the Gulf of Thailand and Andaman Sea as well as in other sub-
regions such as the Sulu-Sulawesi Sea and Arafura-Timor Sea. Details and practical aspects for such an
arrangement shall be further discussed at appropriate events in the near future.
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Appendix 2.1 of Annex 13

Questionnaire B: Member Countries Activities in Support of the Implementation of the RPOA-Capacity

Policy and legal framework in managing fishing capacity: ineffective policies, legal framework in managing fishing capacity

Issues Key Action
Malaysia Thailand Singapore
Decisions 1. National Fish Stock Committee Reform Thailand’s marine fisheries into limited Singapore is undergoing a legislative review

inconsistent with
current policies

Established (2017) - all decisions are
consistent with the current policies and
fishing effort is commensurate with
national fisheries resource status

2. NPOA- Capacity established (2007)
and reviewed (2014)

3. Identify gaps and issues in the legal
framework (ongoing)

access regime via Fisheries Management Plan
(FMP) and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019)

of the Fisheries Act (to be completed in 2020)

Lack of political will
and awareness
towards conservation
and fisheries

(All are ongoing)

1. Use official platforms as a way to
increase awareness among high level
authorities (e.g. AMAF)

2. Organize frequent briefing session
with politicians

3. Provide updated and sufficient
information

4. Building capacity and institutions in
all level of governance

5. Develop coordination and
partnerships among stakeholders

6. Facilitate community training skills
and development program

7. Encourage stakeholder’s active
participation in resources management
activities

8. Implement public awareness
programs on sustainable fisheries
through management of fishing capacity

Reform Thailand’s marine fisheries into limited
access regime via Fisheries Management Plan
(FMP) and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019)

Singapore is undergoing a legislative review
of the Fisheries Act (to be completed in 2020)
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Issues Key Action
Malaysia Thailand Singapore
Subsidies vs National policy matter under the Reform Thailand’s marine fisheries into limited Singapore is undergoing a legislative review
incentives purview of Ministry of Agriculture and | access regime via Fisheries Management Plan of the Fisheries Act (to be completed in 2020)

Agro-Based Industry (in progress)

(FMP) and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019)

Information for fishing capacity management (vessels, gears, and fishers): insufficient information for fishing capacity management

Issues

Key Action

Malaysia

Thailand

Singapore

Data on concerned
fishing capacity (e.g.
no. of fishing boats,
gears, fishers)

Incomplete
information on gear
specification and
documentation (e.g.
length of fishing
gear)

1. A complete database system on
fishing capacity management (eLicense
and Malaysia Fishing Vessel Record)
established

2. Developing Fisheries Management
Plan that manages the fishing capacity
3. Developing fishing gear
specifications to be incorporated into the
conditions of licence.

Strengthen capacity to sustainably manage the

fisheries via FMP and Royal Ordinance (2015 to

2019)

Continue to collect data on fishing vessels,
fishing gears, and fisheries as part of the
annual renewal of fishing vessel and fishing
gear licenses (ongoing)

Information for fishing capacity management (fishery resources): inadequate data and information on fishery resources

Issues Key Action
Malaysia Thailand Singapore
Lack of (All are ongoing) FMP and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019) Continue to consult and engage relevant

policies/systems to
deal with fisheries
management in data-
poor situation

1. Conduct regular fishery resources

monitoring program and fishery resources

survey
2. Strengthening of SOP (feasible and
effective method) for data collection

3. Identify gaps through the development of

Malaysia Fisheries Management Plan
(Fisheries Management Index)

organizations as required and relevant
(ongoing)

Lack of expertise to
assess fishing

1. Conduct capacity building program for
fisheries managers and researchers to enhance

FMP and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019)

1. Continue to consult and engage relevant
organizations as required and relevant
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Issues

Key Action

Malaysia

Thailand

Singapore

capacity

skill, capability and competence of staff
(ongoing)

(ongoing)

2. Continue to continue to participate in
capacity building opportunities to increase the
expertise to assess fishing capacity (ongoing)

Lack of research and
assessment of
migratory shared
stock

1. Conduct capacity building program for
fisheries managers and researchers to enhance
skill, capability and competence of staff
(ongoing)

2. Conduct regular fishery resource
monitoring programs and fishery resource
survey including migratory species (ongoing)
3. Active participation in regional efforts in
assessing the status of migratory shared stocks

(ongoing)

FMP and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019)

Continue to consult and engage relevant
organizations as required and relevant

(ongoing)

Capacity and capability to manage fishing capacity: inadequate capacity and capability for monitoring, control and surveillance

Issues

Key Action

Malaysia

Thailand

Singapore

Encroachment of
local fishing vessels
into prohibited areas

1. Two-tier National Committee IUU Fishing
(Steering and Working Committee,
established in 2017) among others to
strengthen inter-agencies coordination and
information sharing on MCS

2. Utilization of “Fishermen’ eyes and ears”
(ongoing)

3. Malaysia NPOA [UU fishing (2013)

4. Capacity building programs for enforces
and port state inspectors (ongoing)

5. Strengthening mechanism for continuous
stakeholder’s participation in monitoring and
reporting encroachment (ongoing)

6. Strengthening MCS by intensifying patrols
(ongoing)

7. Installation of Mobile Tracking Unit

National Plan of Control and Inspection
(NPCI) (2015 to 2019)

All fishing vessels are not allowed to operate
beyond Singapore waters. All fishing vessels
are equipped with transponders that are
monitored by the Maritime Port Authority
(MPA) and relevant security agencies

(ongoing)
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Issues

Key Action

Malaysia

Thailand

Singapore

(MTU) on local commercial fishing vessels
(ongoing)

8. Development of Fisheries Regulations on
VMS (in progress)

9. Improving the system of communication
and handling of complaints from stakeholders

(ongoing)

Encroachment of
foreign fishing
vessels

1. Two-tier National Committee IUU Fishing
(Steering and Working Committee,
established in 2017) among others to
strengthen inter-agencies coordination and
information sharing on MCS

2. Malaysia NPOA 1UU fishing (2013)

3. Establishment of National Plan of Control
and Inspection (NPCI) (in progress)

4. Appointment of Port Inspector (established
2016)

5. Repository for IUU fishing involving
foreign fishing vessels in Malaysian Fisheries
Waters (in progress)

6. Conduct regular surveillance (ongoing)

7. Strengthen coordination mechanism among
the related enforcement agencies (ongoing)

8. Cooperation at national and regional level

(ongoing)

National Plan of Control and Inspection
(NPCI) (2015 to 2019)

Foreign fishing vessels are prohibited from
operating within Singapore waters. All foreign
fishing vessels are required to notified AVA
and MPA of their arrival and departure into
the Port of Singapore (ongoing)

Public awareness: insufficient public awareness programs and participation

Issues Key Action
Malaysia Thailand Singapore
Fishers 1. Fishers/stakeholders forum (at local, FMP and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019) AVA regularly engages local commercial

national, and regional levels) (e.g. MPI:
Industry Consultancy) (ongoing)

fishers on their fishing operation (ongoing)
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Issues

Key Action

Malaysia

Thailand

Singapore

2. Develop coordination and partnerships
among stakeholders (ongoing)

3. Facilitate community training skills and
development program including EAFM
(ongoing)

4. Encourage stakeholder’s active
participation in resource management
activities (ongoing)

5. Implement public awareness programs on
sustainable fisheries through management of
fishing capacity — information and
communication program (IEC) (ongoing)

General public
(exclude fishers, e.g.
consumers)

1. Conduct public awareness programs on
sustainable fisheries through management of
fishing capacity (ongoing)

FMP and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019)

AVA regularly engages local commercial
fishers on their fishing operation (ongoing)

Market-driven pressure

Issues

Key Action

Malaysia

Thailand

Singapore

Demand for fish
derived from
unsustainable fishing
practices (e.g. high-
priced fish,
endangered fish
species, trash fish)

1. Promotion of EAFM (ongoing)

2. Conduct public awareness programs on
sustainable fisheries through management of
fishing capacity (focus on sustainable fishing
practices) especially for traders and
consumers (ongoing)

3. Early discussion to develop catch
certification system to improve traceability
and ensuring product legality (ongoing)

FMP and Royal Ordinance (2015 to 2019)

AVA regularly engages seafood traders to
ensure compliance to the RFMOs that
Singapore are cooperating with i.e. ICCAT,
IOTC, and CCAMLR (ongoing)
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Appendix 2.2 of Annex 13

Questionnaire C: Activities and Lessons Learnt by the Member Countries in Managing Fishing Capacity

1. Demersal fisheries within the EEZ

Countries | Activitiessmanagement measures/regulations to Results of the activities
support management of fishing capacity
Malaysia No issuance of new licence in the coastal zone for | Results:

all types of fishing vessels and fishing gears
except for poverty eradication program.

1. Better protection of the coastal resources

2. Increase of fisheries resources by reducing stress (fishing capacity)

Challenges:

1. Pressure/complaints from the stakeholders

2. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
3. Lack of enforcement capacity

4. IUU - operating without licensed

Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with stakeholders and politicians

2. Fisheries Stock Assessments and Fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation

3. Precautionary approach as a basis for policy decision

Conduct regular assessment on the level of fishing
capacity

Results:

1. Know the current status of the level of fishing capacity compared with the existing resources
2. Suggest policy recommendation based on the assessment for mitigation measures

Challenges:

1. To balance the social and economic needs with the current status of resources (e.g. commercial
fisheries vs conservation of resources vs market demand)

2. Complicated assessment methods that require expertise

3. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with politicians

2. Capacity building is a major requirement to ensure continuity for the assessment activities

Cancel licence of non-performing fishing vessels

Result:
1. Only genuine player involves in the fishing activities
2. Increased the level of control and monitoring of fishing vessels

Challenges:
1. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
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Countries

Activities/management measures/regulations to
support management of fishing capacity

Results of the activities

2. Complaints from the stakeholders
Lesson learnt:
1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with politicians

Redeploy specific gear vessel in Zone B vessels
from exploited resources to under exploited
resources

Results:

1. Reduce pressure to the fishery resources

2. Increase the recruitment level of fish stocks

Challenges:

1. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
2. Complaints from the stakeholders

Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with politicians

2. Fisheries Stock Assessment and Fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation

Imposition of 38 mm cod-end mesh size for trawl
net in all fishing zone

Results:

1. Reduce pressure to the fisheries resources

2. Increase the recruitment level of fish stocks

Challenges:

1. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
2. Complaints from the stakeholders

Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with stakeholders

2. Fisheries Stock Assessment and Fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation

Thailand

Reducing fishing capacity and effort to be
optimum level

Results:
Demersal fisheries resources under optimum level

Singapore

Singapore has a small fishing fleet of 6 vessels
operating within national waters. Fishing capacity
is limited as all fishing vessels are below 24
meters. All fishing vessels and fishing gears are
licensed and inspected annually. All landings are
recorded and monitored.

Fishing capacity is controlled by small number and capacity of fishing vessels.
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2. Pelagic Fisheries within EEZ

Countries Activities / management measures / regulations Results of the activities
to support management of fishing capacity
Malaysia No issuance of new licence in the coastal zone for | Results:

all types of fishing vessels and fishing gears
except for poverty eradication program.

1. Better protection of the coastal resources

2. Increase of fisheries resources by reducing stress (fishing capacity)

Challenges:

1. Pressure/complaints from the stakeholders

2. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
3. Lack of enforcement capacity

4. IUU - operating without licensed

Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with stakeholders and politicians

2. Fisheries Stock Assessments and Fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation

3. Precautionary approach as a basis for policy decision

Conduct regular assessment on the level of fishing
capacity

Results:

1. Know the current status of the level of fishing capacity compared with the existing resources
2. Suggest policy recommendation based on the assessment for mitigation measures

Challenges:

1. To balance the social and economic needs with the current status of resources (e.g. commercial
fisheries vs conservation of resources vs market demand)

2. Complicated assessment methods that require expertise

3. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with politicians

2. Capacity building is a major requirement to ensure continuity for the assessment activities

Cancel licence of non-performing fishing vessels

Result:

1. Only genuine player involves in the fishing activities

2. Increased the level of control and monitoring of fishing vessels

Challenges:

1. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
2. Complaints from the stakeholders

Lesson learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with politicians

Thailand
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Countries Activities / management measures / regulations Results of the activities
to support management of fishing capacity
Singapore Singapore does not have any pelagic fisheries as NA
they are not the target species.
3. Other management plans (within EEZ)
Countries Activities / management measures / regulations Results of the activities
to support management of fishing capacity
Malaysia Monitor and evaluate the status of the fishery Results:

resources

1. Review the status and develop the Fisheries Management Plan

2. Establish national fisheries stock status

Challenges:

1. Stock assessment for data poor area

2. To convert gear based database to species-based database

3. Realigned the historical data collection methods for fish stock assessment

4. The need for huge amount of resources (facilities, manpower and fund, etc.) to conduct the fish
stock assessment

5. Lack of expertise to conduct fish stock assessment among managers and researchers

Lessons learnt:

1. Fisheries Stock Assessments and Fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation

2. The need for political will to ensure available resources to conduct regular monitoring and
evaluation of the status of fishery resources

3. Capacity building is a major requirement to ensure continuity of the assessment activities

Review the existing fishing gears that are used in
Malaysia and develop fishing gears specifications
to be incorporated into the condition of licence

Results:

1. Review the current licensing policy

Challenges:

1. Lack of expertise in fishing gear technology

2. Complaints from stakeholders in regards to modifying the existing gear to suit to the new
requirement

3. MCS — more MCS activities due to the new requirements

4. To familiarize the enforcer on the new requirements

Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with stakeholders

2. Fisheries stock Assessments and Fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation
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Countries

Activities / management measures / regulations
to support management of fishing capacity

Results of the activities

3. Improvement of fishing gear technology will increase sustainability (efficiency, economically
and environmental friendly)
4. Capacity building is a major requirement to ensure continuity of the assessment activities

Revised zonation system in West Coast Peninsular
Malaysia

Results:

1. To promote equitable share of resources in sustainable manner

2. To protect small-scale fisheries and their livelihood

3. To reduce conflict among stakeholders

4. To reduce stress (less destructive fishing gear and less fishing activities) on the resoures and
increase productivity

Challenges:

1. Encroachment issues

2. Complaints from stakeholders

Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with stakeholders

2. Fisheries Stock Assessments and fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation

Encourage fishers to exit for sustainable
alternative livelihoods

Results:

1. Reduce pressure to the fisheries resources

2. Increase the recruitment level of fish stocks

3. Increase the economy of other alternative livelihood (aquaculture and downstream industries)
Challenges:

1. Acquiring the needed skills and resources to be successful farmers/entrepreneurs

Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with stakeholders

2. Capacity building is a major requirement to ensure continuity of the activities

Entry control through registration

Results:

1. Better management of the fisheries resources

2. To know the status of fishing capacity in Malaysia

Challenges:

1. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policy and procedures
2. Complaints from the stakeholders

Lessons learnt:

1. Having a proper database or record of fishing activities will improve the management of
fisheries resources

J191u8) Wwawdoj@Asg sausysiH URISY 1Seayinos @é@



G6

Countries

Activities / management measures / regulations
to support management of fishing capacity

Results of the activities

Establish Fish Refugias

Results:

1. Reduce pressure to the fisheries resources

2. Increase the recruitment level of fish stocks

3. Conserve, rehabilitate and protect marine biodiversity

Challenges:

1. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policy and procedures
2. Lack of species specific experts and overall refugia management experts

Lessons learnt:

1. Organize frequent briefing sessions with stakeholders and political master

2. Fisheries Stock Assessments and Fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation

3. Capacity building is a major requirement to ensure continuity of the assessment activities

Declare close season

Results:

1. Reduce pressure to the fisheries resources

2. Increase the recruitment of fish stocks

Challenges:

1. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
2. Complaints from the stakeholders

3. To ensure the suitability and practicality of the closing season

Lessons learnt:

1. Organizing frequent briefing sessions with stakeholders

2. Fisheries Stock Assessments and Fisheries Management Plan will increase the transparency of
the policy implementation

Thailand

FMP and Royal Ordinance

80% of activities follow FMP and Royal Ordinance

Singapore

NA

NA
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4. Demersal fisheries outside the EEZ (if appropriate to your country)

Countries Activities / management measures / regulations Results of the activities
to support management of fishing capacity
Malaysia Not applicable
Thailand Member of REMO: SIOFA Follow the activity of SIOFA
Singapore Singapore does not have any fishing operations NA

beyond our waters

5. Pelagic fisheries outsider the EEZ (if appropriate to your country)

Countries Activities / management measures / regulations Results of the activities
to support management of fishing capacity
Malaysia To increase the level of compliance of the IOTC Results:

resolutions

1. Implementation of port State measures at national level:

- Establishment and appointments of port inspectors

- Establishment of port inspection mechanisms/tools

- Development of SOP for entry into port and landing at designated port

- Enforcement the use of e-PSM

- Strengthening monitoring system for high-sea vessel (e.g. VMS and logbook)

- Establishment of the Working Committee on Tuna Management at port level consist of
various

authorities

Challenges:
1. The need for political support to ensure smooth implementation of the policies and procedures
2. Complaints from the stakeholders (lack of stakeholders’ awareness on the important of fisheries
management)
3. Lack of species specific experts and overall tuna management experts
4. Review of legal framework
5. To improve the current monitoring mechanism for high-seas vessel (e.g. implement the observer
onboard requirement and develop integrated VMS system)
Lessons learnt:
1. The important of communication / materials to educate /create awareness among stakeholder
2. Organize frequent briefing session with stakeholders
3. Capacity building is a major requirement to ensure continuity of the management and research
activities
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Countries Activities / management measures / regulations Results of the activities
to support management of fishing capacity
4. The need for political will to ensure available resources to conduct regular monitoring and
evaluation of the high-sea fishing activities and the required legal framework
Thailand Member of RFMO: IOTC Follow activities of IOTC
Singapore Singapore does not have any fishing operations NA

beyond our waters
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The Fifty-first Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council, 18-22 March 2019

Annex 14

PROMOTION OF THE REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION ON SUSTAINABLE UTILIZATION OF
NERITIC TUNAS IN THE ASEAN REGION

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The stock and risk assessment for Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus commerson) and
Indo-Pacific king mackerel (S. guttatus) resources were conducted in 2018 and 2019 based on the
assumption that there are two stocks of each species in the Southeast Asian waters, i.e., Pacific Ocean
(FAO fishing area 57) and Indian ocean stocks (FAO fishing area 71). Assessment for each species can be
summarized as follows:

A. Pacific Ocean Side of the Southeast Asian Region

Spanish mackerel: It is suggested that the stock status is in the very serious overfished and subject to
overfishing. TAC should be less than the MSY level (129,000 t). This means that the current catch level
(163,800 t) (Average of 2014-2016) should be decreased by 65,500 t (40%).

King mackerel: TAC can be increased to the MSY level (15,100 t). This means that the current catch level
(11,600 t) can be increased by 3,500 t (131%).

B. Indian Ocean Side of the Southeast Asian Region

Spanish mackerel: TAC should be less than the MSY level (55,170 t), This means that the current catch
level (54,100 t) should be decreased by 10,800 t (20%).

King mackerel: TAC can be increased to the MSY level (21,500 t). This means that the current catch level
(18,700 t) can be increased by 2,800 t (115%).

There were several challenge issues on the stock assessment such as: CPUE standardization could not be
conducted due to lack of fine scale CPUE such as by season and area in the current analysis, which may
cause the bias according to the bias level of nominal CPUE

The results of genetic studies using mtDNA suggested Longtail tuna in South China Sea, Andaman Sea,
and Sulu Sea is a single stock. Further studies should be conducted using more variable molecular markers
such as microsatellite DNA to confirm this finding.

There arise several recommendations toward sustainable management of neritic tuna in Southeast Asian
waters, such as a) Indonesian scientists are recommended to actively participate relevant meetings in the
future because effectiveness of management advices will highly depend upon the domestic management
scheme with large amount catch, b) Each Member Country needs to consider multi-gears and multi-species
nature of fisheries in developing optimum management strategies in the future. Regarding to the
recommendation by the 50" CM (Para 54), SEAFDEC’s work on the stock assessment are intended to
enhance the capacity of Member Countries.

Il. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL

The Council is requested to take note the progress on implementations of the RPOA-Neritic Tunas
(Appendix 1), especially on the results of 2018 to 2019 stock and risk assessment of the Spanish and king
mackerel, management measures for these stocks, challenges on the stock assessment and genetic study on
Longtail tuna. The Council is also requested to provide guidelines in order to raise the issues on
management of these two species as referred to the major findings from the study mentioned above.
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The Meeting is also invited to provide directive guidance to SEAFDEC on the following:

e  Support the extending works of the existing Scientific Working Group on Stock Assessment (SWG)
(Appendix 2) to support other shared stock species such as anchovy, sardines, scads, etc.; and

e  Securing the budget to support the operation of secretariat and administration works for the Scientific

Working Group activities.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 14

Promotion of the Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tunas
in the ASEAN Region

I. BACKGROUND

Recognizing the importance of neritic tuna fisheries in the Southeast Asian waters, the regional or sub-
regional cooperation to promote the sustainable utilization of neritic tunas is therefore addressed at the 45"
Meeting of the Council in 2013, while the Council requested SEAFDEC to develop of the Regional Plan of
Action for neritic tuna fisheries. In response to this, SEAFDEC with funding support from the SEAFDEC-
Sweden Project together with ASEAN-SEAFDEC Member Countries drafting the RPOA-Neritic Tunas
through a series of Expert meetings and Regional Technical Consultation since 2013. The draft RPOA-
Neritic Tunas resulted from the consultative meetings was circulated to all SEAFDEC Member Countries
for comments before it was addressed and endorsed as amended by the 17" Meeting of the FCG/ASSP in
December 2014. The Final RPOA-Neritic Tunas was adopted at the 47" Meeting of the Council (47CM) in
April 2015, and later endorsed by the 23" Meeting of the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries in
June 2015 with the notification by SOM-37" AMAF in the same year.

To facilitate implementation of the RPOA-Neritic tuna, the Scientific Working Group on Stock Assessment
(SWG-Neritic Tunas) established in 2014 plays an important role to provide scientific evidence on the
status of neritic tuna stock in the Southeast Asia. Up to date, five meetings of the Scientific Working Group
on stock assessment are conducted in Malaysia (2014 and 2017), Viet Nam (2015), and Thailand (2016 and
2019). The meetings aimed to review the current stock status of neritic tunas, discussion for development
of the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for data and information collection, genetic study, capacity
development through the training program, and required management measures.

Based on stock and risk assessments in 2016 study using ASPIC, “Kobe plot” and “Risk assessment”
software, the resource statuses (2013-2014) of Kawakawa (Euthynnus affinis) in both Indian and Pacific
Ocean sides of the Southeast Asian Region were still safe situation. While for Longtail tuna (Thunnus
tonggol), the resource status was un-safe situation for Indian Ocean side but still safe situation for Pacific
Ocean side.

Il. PROGRESS ON THE STOCK AND RISK ASSESSMENT FOR SPANISH MACKEREL AND
KING MACKEREL

The stock and risk assessment for Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus commerson) and
Indo-Pacific king mackerel (S. guttatus) resources were conducted in 2018 and 2019 based on the
assumption that there are two stocks of each species in the Southeast Asian waters, i.e., Pacific Ocean
(FAO fishing area 57) and Indian ocean stocks (FAQ fishing area 71). Stock status (2016) and management
advices (TAC) were made based on stock and risk assessments using ASPIC, “Kobe plot” and “Risk
assessment” software. In ASPIC, two types data are used, i.e., (a) annual total nominal catch by stock
(1950-2016) and (b) CPUE (catch and effort) by stock, country, gear and area, provided by FAO, I0TC,
and SEAFDEC Member countries. Assessment for each species can be summarized as follows:

A. Pacific Ocean Side of the Southeast Asian Region

Spanish mackerel: It is suggested that the stock status is in the very serious overfished and subject to
overfishing. TAC should be less than the MSY level (129,000 t). This means that the current catch level
(163,800 t) (Average of 2014-2016) should be decreased by 65,500 t (40%).

King mackerel: It is suggested that the stock status is very safe situation. TAC can be increased to the MSY

level (15,100 t). This means that the current catch level (11,600 t) (Average of 2014-2016) can be increased
by 3,500 t (131%).
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B. Indian Ocean Side of the Southeast Asian Region

Spanish mackerel: It is suggested that the stock status is not safe situation. TAC should be less than the
MSY level (55,170 t), This means that the current catch level (54,100 t) (Average of 2014-2016) should be
decreased by 10,800 t (20%).

King mackerel: It is suggested that the stock status is very safe situation. TAC can be increased to the MSY
level (21,500 t). This means that the current catch level (18,700 t) (Average of 2014-2016) can be increased
by 2,800 t (115%).

C. Comparison of the stock status of Spanish mackerel with in the IOTC area

The latest stock assessment using data poor method conducted by IOTC in 2015 is much more un-safe
situation than our Southeast Asian Area in the same year, which implies that the stock in other areas of the
Indian Ocean than Southeast Asian Waters (Australia, South Asia, Middle-east and Africa) have been
harvested more heavily.

I1l. CHALLENGE ISSUES ON STOCK ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT ADVICE

Lack of fine scale CPUE data

Although Indonesia produces the largest catch for both species, no nominal CPUE are available. It is
suggested for Indonesia and other countries not collecting nominal CPUE to start collecting catch and effort
data following the standard of Procedures (SOP) for data collection agreed in 2015 (SEAFDEC, 2015). In
addition, CPUE standardization could not be conducted due to lack of fine scale CPUE such as by season
and area. As nominal CPUE include biases in different levels, results of sock and risk assessments may be
biased according to the bias level of nominal CPUE. Thus, the collection of fine scale (set by set) nominal
CPUE (stipulated in the SOP) enable to conduct CPUE standardization is recommended.

Stock status (2016) and management advices (TAC) based on stock and risk assessments by ASPIC for
Spanish and king mackerel in the Southeast Asian Waters

Spanish mackerel (Pacific Ocean side stock) Spanish mackerel (Indian Ocean side stock)
Red zone (85%) (serious situation) Red zone (71%) and Green zone (25%)
TB/TBmsy=0.46 and F/Fmsy=2.33 TB/TBmsy=1.03 and F/Fmsy=0.93 (close to MSY)

MSY=129,000 tons MSY=55,170 tons
Current catch level (Ave. 2014-16): 163,800 tons* Current catch level (Ave. 2014-16): 54,100 tons*
Advice: TAC < 82,000t Advice: TAC < 43,300 t (20% reduction from *)

(at least 50% reduction from *)
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King mackerel (Pacific Ocean side stock)
Green zone (90%) (healthy condition)
TB/TBmsy=1.45 and F/Fmsy=0.63
MSY=15,100 tons
Current catch level (Ave. 2014-16): 11,600 tons*
Advice: TAC < MSY (15,100 t)

(31% increase from *)

King mackerel (Indian Ocean side stock) (*)
Green zone (97%) (healthy condition)
(TB/TBmsy=1.33 and F/Fmsy=0.63)

MSY=21,500 tons
Current catch level (Ave. 2014-16): 18,700 tons*
Advice: TAC < MSY (21,500 t)
(15% increase from *)

Lack of model fitness

Spanish mackerel (Indian Ocean Side) and king mackerel (Pacific Ocean Side) did not fit well to ASPIC
and CPUE, which may be caused by a problem on the un-balanced statistical design, i.e. very short time
series of CPUE (10-15 years) fitted to long-term stock assessment period (57 years).

Difficulties of practical management advices due to multispecies situation

The practical management advices in each Member Country will be difficult to implement because Spanish
and king mackerel are exploited together with other species by different gears and TAC advices of these
two species are completely different, i.e. catch of Spanish mackerel needs to be decreased, while king
mackerel increased. Therefore, multispecies managements should be developed in the future.

IV. GENETIC STUDIES OF LONGTAIL TUNA

SEAFDEC/MFRDMD with the support from SEAFDEC-Sweden project conducted the population study
of neritic tunas in Southeast Asia which aimed to identify the level of genetic diversity of Thunnus tonggol
(Longtail tuna, LOT) in the South China Sea and Andaman Sea, and to identify the genetic structure of
LOT between both sub-regional areas by using mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) displacement loop (D-loop)
marker.

About 500 samples of LOT from 12 locations in Andaman Sea, South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand, and
Sulu Sea had been analyzed by using mtDNA D-loop gene. The result showed no significant structures,
which suggests the Longtail tuna in South China Sea, Andaman Sea, and Sulu Sea is a single stock.
Analysis using mtDNA Cyt b gene also supported the results from mtDNA D-loop analysis.

This study is only based on one type of marker (mtDNA). Further studies should be conducted using more
variable molecular markers such as microsatellite DNA to confirm this finding.

V. RECOMMENDATION
SEAFDEC Member Countries should consider recommendations made by SWG meetings in the national

levels. Especially Indonesia exploits large amount of catch for both species, thus effectiveness of
management advices (TAC) for these two stocks will highly depend upon the Indonesian domestic
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management scheme. In this regards, Indonesian scientists are recommended to actively participate relevant
meetings in the future.

The stock and risk assessment should be conducted routinely, especially species with serious un-safe stock
status need to be monitored ever year until the stock status changes to the safe condition.

Following SOP of data collection, Member Countries should improve data collection for stock assessments
especially for catch and CPUE through logbooks, port sampling, observer programs etc.

In considering TAC, each Member Country needs to consider multi-gears and multi-species nature of
fisheries, thus optimum management strategies need to be developed by Member Countries.

SEAFDEC is not RFMO, thus the management advices are not binding nor mandatory, but the sustainable
utilization of neritic tuna fisheries is very important thus it is strongly recommended for SEAFDEC to have
a function and budgets to conduct the routine stock and risk assessments in the future.

VI. RESPONSES TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE 50" CM

Recommendation made by Council (Para 54): SEAFDEC should not duplicate the efforts of these RFMOs
in controlling the amount of catch in the Southeast Asian waters based on the results of the stock and risk
assessment of economically-important fishes such as the neritic tunas.

Follow-up Actions: SEAFDEC intention is not to duplicate the effort made by RFMOs. It should be noted
that not all SEAFDEC Member Countries are members of the RFMOs. Therefore, SEAFDEC’s work on
Stock Assessment particularly for neritic tuna are intended to enhance the capacity on stock assessment of
MCs, in addition, to promote the regional cooperation on managing fishing capacity based on the results
from stock assessment.

Recommendation made by Council (Para 56); Myanmar supported the scientific cooperation for
management of fishing capacity among Member Countries and requested SEAFDEC to continue extending
the activities that contribute to such scientific cooperation to Myanmar and other AMSs in the future.

Follow-up Actions: It is noted that the SWG-Neritic tunas will continue work on stock assessment.
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Appendix 2 of Annex 14

Terms of Reference of the Scientific Working Group for Stock Assessment on Neritic Tunas
in the Southeast Asian Region
(Adopted at 47" SEAFDEC Council, April 2015)

I.  INTRODUCTION AND RATIONALE

Refers to the Expert Group Meeting on Regional Plan of Action on Sustainable Utilization of Neritic Tuna
Resources in the Southeast Asian Waters conducted on 18-20 June 2014 in Krabi Province, Thailand, that,
during the workshop, one of the important outputs was the need to establish Scientific Working Group on
Stock Assessment for neritic tunas in the Southeast Asian waters herein after called “SWG-Neritic tunas”.
In this connection, SEAFDEC Member Countries namely Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam nominated their delegations to work as members of the scientific
working group since October 2014. To facilitate the work of Scientific Working Group, SEAFDEC
formulated the Term of Reference (ToR) to be considered and finalized by all members of the SWG at the
1* Meeting of the Scientific Working Group on Neritic Tunas Stock Assessment in the Southeast Asian
Waters, 18-20 November 2014 in Malaysia. The objectives of the ToR is to ensure that the regional
cooperation from AMS on the stock assessment of the neritic tunas can be effectively implemented by the
SWG as well as SEAFDEC to continue support under the ToR framework after the end of the funded
project.

Il. ROLE OF SWG-NERITIC TUNAS

The role of SWG is to provide technical/scientific advice particular on the current status of neritic tuna
fisheries resources and policy consideration needs to the SEAFDEC Council for the improvement of
fisheries management in Southeast Asia.

I11. SCOPE OF WORK

SWG will cover data collection, genetic study and other relevant activities to support stock assessment on
neritic tunas and mackerel species (seerfish) for the management of neritic tunas in Southeast Asian waters.

IV. TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE SWG-NERITIC TUNAS

e Toreview and assess the current status of the neritic tuna resources in the region;

e To provide scientific based recommendations on priority fisheries management issues which may
include policy consideration, and coordinated fisheries management actions for sustainable utilization
of neritic tunas;

e  To share the national catch and effort data/information including the biological data (if available) for
regional stock assessment of the neritic tunas;

e  To identify the needs for human capacity requirements in Member Countries; and

e To coordinate with international/regional organizations, programs or projects concerned with fisheries
management and sustainable use of fisheries resources in formulating advice.

V. COMPOSITION OF THE SWG-NERITIC TUNAS
The composition of the SWG-Neritic tunas is identified as follows:
a. SWG-Neritic tunas:

The SWG comprises at least two standing members representing the SEAFDEC Member Country by
nomination with Four-year fixed tenure of members and possibility for reappointment.

b. Chief Scientist(s):
An interim Chief Scientist for stock assessment of neritic tunas shall be a stock assessment expert
from MFRDMD. A work period of the Chief Scientist is depended upon the tenure of the study
period as decided by the SWG.
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VI.

no

Chairperson:
SWG-Neritic tunas shall be chaired by Chief MFRDMD and co-chaired by a representative of its
Member Countries on an annual rotational basis following alphabetical in order.

Resources persons/ Experts:

SWG-neritic tunas may identify and invite resource persons/experts from the Member Countries,
ASEAN and other international/regional organizations to participate in SWG Meeting on an ad-hoc
basis.

Secretariat:
MFRDMD in collaboration with the SEAFDEC Secretariat shall serve as a secretariat of the SWG
meeting, as well as coordinate with the SWG members on the propose period and date of the meeting.

Rapporteur:
Secretariat of the meeting shall perform a Rapporteur of the SWG meeting in collaboration with the
host country.

NATURE OF SWG ACTIVITIES AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

SWG is scheduled to meet at least once a year. The timing of the meeting(s) should be set in
accordance with SEAFDEC annual working cycle before the SEAFDEC Program Committee
Meeting.

Inter-sessional activities may be conducted as the need arises and subject to availability of funds.

The SWG meetings will be partially funded by SEAFDEC-Sweden Project managing by the
secretariat of the working group. Under this condition, annually a certain amount of the money would
be used for the meeting cost and participation of members from SEAFDEC MFRDMD and Secretariat
to the SWG meetings; while the Member Countries would bear the cost for their participation to the
SWG meetings starting from 2018.

The cost for attendance of the resource persons during SWG meeting (s) or during the inter-sessional
activities should be from SEAFDEC-Sweden project and extra budgetary sources under the
responsible of the Secretariat, while the cost for the experts/ representatives from
international/regional organizations will be shouldered by their respective organizations.

The cost for the inter-sessional activities will be funded from SEAFDEC-Sweden project and/or extra-
budgetary sources.

SEAFDEC Secretariat in collaboration with the Member Countries and the MFRDMD are responsible
for sourcing extra-budgetary funds for SWG.

Based on SWG’s advice, the SEAFDEC Council will decide on how such advice should be considered
and followed-up for the next session including imparting the recommendations to the ASEAN through
ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries.
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VII. MECHANISM TO CONVEY THE TECHNICAL SCIENTIFIC ADVICE
RECOMMENDATION
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Annex 15

CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF TROPICAL ANGUILLID EEL RESOURCES AND
PROMOTION OF SUSTAINABLE AQUACULTURE

I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Tropical anguillid eels are drawing more attention to compensate the shortage of supply of eel seeds for
aquaculture (eel farming) in recent years. However, there are no historical record on the status of tropical
anguillid eel resources, catch statistics especially on juveniles for seeds, and eel farming production in
Southeast Asia.

The 2-year project, the title: Enhancing Sustainable Utilization and Management Scheme of Tropical
Anguillid Eel Resources in Southeast Asia (August 2017-July 2019), using Japan ASEAN Integrate Fund,
has been conducted by SEAFDEC with full cooperation of AMSs to develop fishery statistics & data
collection system, examine the status of tropical anguillid eel species in AMSs, and improve eel
aquaculture condition.

SEAFDEC has gathered information on eel fishery and present status on resources management in 5
Countries (Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Philippines and Viet Nam), and has established the data
collecting system for developing the catch statistics (with indices of effort) in 4 countries (Indonesia,
Philippines, Viet Nam and Myanmar) for monitoring the trend and fluctuation of eel seed catch in this
region.

SEAFDEC has also conducted many consultations and meeting to enhance the Sustainable Utilization and
Management Scheme of Tropical Anguillid Eel Resources in Southeast Asia, and to update and discuss on
the progress of our works for the preparation of information document and making the policy guidelines.
The information document, “Status and Resources Management of Tropical Anguillid Eels in Southeast
Asia, which was prepared at the International Technical Workshop on 7-8 June 2018, was submitted to the
Thirtieth meeting of the CITES Animals Committee held in Geneva, Switzerland on July 16-21, 2018.
The policy guidelines for regional conservation and management of tropical anguillid eel resources in
Southeast Asia were adopted at the 2" Regional Meeting on 18-19 October 2018. These guidelines
(Appendix 1) were already endorsed by the Councils as ad referendum, and will be further submitted to
be endorsed by ASEAN side through collaboration with ASEAN Secretariat finally.

However, in order to develop an effective resource management measures, it is important to develop
methods to assessment the resources stock of tropical anguillid eel resources and to estimate the total
allowable catch level for sustainable use. Therefore, SEAFDEC is preparing to propose a new project, the
title: Development of Stock Assessment Methods and Strengthening of Resources Management Measures
for Tropical Anguillid Eel in Southeast Asia, using Japan ASEAN Integrate Fund. This new project
purpose is to strengthen the current fisheries statistics data collection system, collect biological and
ecological data on field, develop mathematical/statistical stock assessment methods, and propose
appropriate management policy/measures to secure sustainable use of tropical Anguillid eels in Southeast
Asia.

I1. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE COUNCIL

e  To support SEAFDEC activities on surveys and sampling in each member country.
e  To support the establishment of the catch statistics on anguillid eels in each member country.
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Appendix 1 of Annex 15

Policy Guidelines for Regional Conservation and Manag