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REPORT OF THE 8TH MEETING OF THE GULF OF THAILAND SUB-REGION
4-5 September 2019, Chonburi Province, Thailand

Introduction
1.
The 8th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-Region (8GOT) took place from 4 to 5 September
2019 in Chonburi, Thailand, with financial support from the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. The
Meeting (i) reviewed progress reports on the recommendations from previous SEAFDEC-Sweden
Project-related meetings, (ii) reviewed the steps taken to strengthen cooperation on transboundary
fisheries and habitat management options including potential actions for continuing operations at
the sub-regional level, (iii) recommended strategies to strengthen sub-regional MCS Network
cooperation, and (iv) recommended further actions for the Gulf of Thailand (GOT) Sub-region
Meeting platform.
2.
The Meeting was attended by representatives from Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand, and Viet
Nam, and from regional organizations and projects, namely, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations/Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (FAO/RAP),
UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia Project, and officials from SEAFDEC Secretariat,
SEAFDEC/Marine Fishery Resources Development and Management Department (MFRDMD)
and SEAFDEC/Training Department (TD), members of Regional Fisheries Policy Network
(RFPN) for Cambodia, Thailand and Viet Nam. In total, 30 participants (13 female and 17 male)
attended the Meeting. The List of Participants appears as Annex 1.
I.

Opening of the Meeting

3.
Dr. Kom Silapajarn, Secretary-General of SEAFDEC, chaired the Meeting. He welcomed
the participants and expressed his gratitude to the Government of Sweden for providing financial
support to SEAFDEC to conduct the GOT meetings during the Project course. The early GOT
sub-regional events had been implemented under the support of the preceding SEAFDEC-Sida
Project. The 1st Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-Region was in 2008. The current project
took over in 2013 until this 8GOT Meeting of 2019. On this platform, the GOT countries made
good progress in the institutional capacity building and exchange of knowledge on actions to
combat Illegal, Unreportedand Unregulated (IUU) fishing and management of fishing capacity,
strengthening leadership as well as relationships among member countries. While informing that
this 8GOT Meeting would be the last supported by the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project, he
encouraged the participants to discuss ways to continue and sustain the already established GOT
sub-regional cooperation. He hoped that during the Meeting, ways can be agreed to continue
cooperation among GOT countries to assure the sustainability of fisheries resources in the GOT
sub-region. He then declared the Meeting open. The Opening Remarks appear as Annex 2.
4.

After the Opening Remarks, participants were requested to introduce themselves.

II.

Background, Objectives and Adoption of the Agenda

5.
Ms. Saisunee Chaksuin, the Gulf of Thailand Sub-Region Coordinator, briefly introduced
the background, objectives, expected outputs, and expected outcomes of the Meeting. She went
over the Meeting agenda. The Prospectus appears as Annex 3.
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6.

The Agenda was adopted without any modification. It appears as Annex 4.

III.

Review results from the 7th Meeting of Gulf of Thailand Sub-region

7.
Ms. Saisunee presented key results derived from the 7th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand
Sub-Region, which was convened on 1-2 November 2018, in Thailand. She highlighted the key
recommendations that had been agreed by the countries, namely, (i) continue strengthening the
sub-regional coordination through potential funding to be sought, (ii) prevent IUU fishing, (iii)
continue cooperation with neighboring countries through effective communication among
Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) Network members, and (iv) SEAFDEC to fully
support Member Countries on the continuation of these activities after project completion in
December 2019. She said SEAFDEC will work with the GOT countries in wrapping up the
project achievements, identifying and planning future activities and generating potential funding
support for these activities. Her presentation appears as Annex 5.
8.
Dr. Worawit Wanchana, Policy and Program Coordinator from SEAFDEC Secretariat, raised
concern on the continuation to support the RPOA-IUU Coordination Committee Meeting after the
completion of SEAFDEC-Sweden project. In response, the Chairperson emphasized the
significance of this Annual RPOA-IUU Meeting and invited the participants to discuss this
particular issue in later session on future coordination (Agenda 8).
IV.

Progress of the Implementation of the transboundary stocks and habitats and subregional cooperation
4.1 Indo-Pacific mackerel (Rastrelliger brachysoma)

9.
Dr. Worawit reported the progress on the implementation of the activities of transboundary
stocks. In his presentation, he outlined two main topics included (i) activities implemented for
Indo-Pacific mackerel (Rastrelliger brachysoma) and major findings, and (ii) plan for a joint
Indo-Pacific mackerel resource management in the GOT sub-region.
10.
He reviewed the activities implemented under the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project focused on
the transboundary species for the GOT sub-region that included consultations, research studies,
data collection, and capacity building during project implementation (2013-2018). He
emphasized the importance of understanding of the transboundary fisheries resources and the
need to strengthen the sub-regional cooperation for management of fisheries resources. In this
regard, he recalled that the 5th GOT Sub-Regional Meeting had agreed to focus on the study and
formulation of a policy framework to support long-term fisheries management and establish
agreements on coordinated national measures for transboundary stocks of Indo-Pacific mackerel.
11.
Based on the series of consultations, the SEAFDEC-Sweden project supported the DNA
study of Indo-Pacific mackerel in order to understand its stock structure as well as spawning area,
migration pattern, and life cycle. He presented the results of research finding on DNA study of R.
brachysoma around the GOT Sub-region. (The tissuesof R. brachysoma were collected from
Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam). Based on the genetic mixed-stock analysis, it can be
assumed that the Indo-Pacific mackerel is a transboundary species. This result encouraged countries
to develop a joint management plan covering MCS Network Coordination and national
management measures for transboundary species.
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12.
In conclusion, he highlighted that the already available information can be used for future
joint actions plan development to establish agreements for coordinating national fisheries
management measures. And SEAFDEC has to continue improving data collection on AIB
species, using existing Standard Operating Procedures (SOP), and monitoring changes in catch
and landing. His presentation appears in Annex 6.
13.
After the presentation, the Chairperson noted that Indo-Pacific mackerel is a good
example of a transboundary species that needs GOT sub-regional cooperation. It would be useful
to study their migration trends/patterns in the GOT Sub-region for better analysis and
management. Dr. Kamonpan Awaiwanont, representative from Thailand suggested updating the
map of Indo-Pacific mackerel migration route to reflect the current actual situation of this species,
since their environment constantly changes. Dr. Worawit noted the comments and said that if
country members are interested in this activity, SEAFDEC and Kasetsart University can provide
experts to assist in data collection.
14.
Ms. Pattaratjit emphasized that the SEAFDEC-Sweden project provided funding support
for the DNA research activities and hoped that the results would be useful for further decision to
come up with the management plan for the GOT countries. She informed the Meeting that the
SEAFDEC-Sweden Project and the UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia Project will jointly organize
the Technical Consultative Meeting on Drafting of the Regional Action Plan for Management of
Transboundary Species: Indo-Pacific mackerel in the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region, (scheduled on
12-13 September 2019). The meeting would discuss and develop an action plan and a roadmap on
Indo-Pacific mackerel management in the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region. Mr. Simon Nicol, Regional
Fisheries Adviser of FAO/RAP, urged that all member countries should collaborate by all means to
work on the transboundary stock assessment.
15.
The Chairperson remarked that the platform started discussions on Indo-Pacific mackerel
transboundary stock assessment since 2013. At that time, the stock was 220,000 tons with an
increase of 50 percent in later years. However, in the year 2018-2019, the total level has
decreased by 10 percent. It is important to source new funding to support this research and launch
a management plan for the sub-regional level as soon as possible.
4.2 Implementation of the Regional Plan of Action on Neritic Tunas (RPOA-Neritic
Tunas)
16.
Mr. Mohammad Faisal bin Md. Saleh, Officer from SEAFDEC/MFRDMD reported on
progress of the activities to implement the Regional Plan of Action on Neritic Tunas (RPOANeritic Tunas). His report included the key results from the 5th Meeting of the Scientific Working
Group on Neritic Tunas Stock Assessment in the Southeast Asian Waters (SWG-Neritic Tunas),
which was organized on 9-11 January 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand. The 5SWG-Neritic Tunas
meeting mainly discussed the results of the (i) Stock and Risk Assessment of Indo-Pacific King
mackerel and Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel in the Southeast Asian Waters, and the (ii) Genetic
Study of Longtail Tuna.
17.
He informed that the results of Stock and Risk Assessment of Indo-Pacific King mackerel
and Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel in the Southeast Asian Waters, which was funded by the
SEAFDEC-Sweden project, were presented at the 5SWG-Neritic Tunas Meeting in 2019 and
subsequently at the 51st SEAFDEC Council Meeting in March 2019 and the 27th Meeting of the
ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries in June 2019. The results indicated that the stocks
3

of the Spanish mackerel in Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean have been harvested heavily. Those
of the King mackerel in the Pacific Ocean side and Indian Ocean side are healthy and in a “very
safe situation”.
18.
He informed that during the 51st Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council (March 2019), the
Council suggested (i) Member Countries should consider the recommendations for national level
application, (ii) the assessment should be on routine basis especially of species with serious
unsafe stock status, (iii) data collection on catch and CPUE should be improved through
logbooks, port sampling, and observer programs, and (iv) SEAFDEC should maintain a routine
stock and risk assessment of neritic tuna fisheries in the future. He recalled that the 27th Meeting of
the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (June 2019) discussed the recommendations of
SEAFDEC for ASEAN Member States to improve data collection on catch and CPUE data and to
develop multi-species and multi-gear management strategies. That meeting noted the difficulty of
devising effective management measures given that both species are exploited together with other
species and caught by different gears.
19.
He also reported on the results of the Population Study of Longtail tuna (Thunnus tonggol,
Bleeker, 1851) in the Southeast Asian Region, conducted by MFRDMD in collaboration with
ASEAN Countries. The Longtail tuna Genetic Study was conducted in 12 sampling sites (i.e.
four sites in Andaman Sea, seven in South China Sea, and one in Semporna-Sulu Sea) using
mitochondrial DNA displacement loop or control region and Cytochrome b markers. The results
indicated it is of one stock. However, experts suggested that a larger geographical coverage
should be studied to produce a better picture of the structure of species population, and that
further study should be conducted using more variable molecular markers such as microsatellite
DNA. Detailed information of his presentation appears in Annex 7.
20.
With regards to the continuation of SWG-Neritic Tunas platform, Ms. Pattaratjit informed
the Meeting that MFRDMD shall submit a proposal and budget to the Japanese Trust Fund-6
Phase 2 (JTF-6 Phase2). The Chairperson added that the JTF manager has already been apprised of
the necessity to maintain the SWG and the prioritization of other species.
4.3 Update on Progress in the Implementation of SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Fisheries
Refugia Project
21.
Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad, Technical Coordinator of the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Fisheries
Refugia Project, gave an update of the project implementation in six implementing countries
namely: Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam, during October
2016 until September 2019.
22.
Mr. Weerasak’s presentation covered the (i) signed the Letter of Agreement (LoA)
between respective countries and SEAFDEC for the establishment of regional and national
institutions, (ii) selected fisheries refugia sites in six (6) countries, (iii) established information
management and dissemination mechanisms to support national activities, and (iv) awareness
raising program enhanced through the establishment of the Refugia Information Center in Tanjung
Leman, Malaysia. He also updated the progress on Indo-Pacific mackerel in Koh Kong,
Cambodia and Trat, Thailand, which are common areas of collaboration between the SEAFDECSweden Project and Fisheries Refugia Project. His presentation appears as Annex 8.
23.
During the discussion, Ms. Nguyen Thi Trang Nhung, representative from Viet Nam,
inquired on the difference between the South China Sea project and Fisheries Refugia project.
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Mr. Weerasak explained that the Fisheries Refugia (FR) project is the implementing phase of the
South China Sea Project. During the FR project implementation, the National Committees
provide technical support, exchanged knowledge and information in regard to the spawning areas
before site selection. The Marine Project Areas (MPAs) are carried out by a lead environmental
agency to protect the habitat while fisheries refugia is led by the fisheries agency. In regard to the
project management structure, FR project strengthens cooperation between the environmental
agency, which is responsible for spawning areas (i.e. sea grass, coral reef and mangrove areas)
and the fishery agency, which manages the fisheries resources.
24.
Dr. Chea Tharith, representative from Cambodia, informed the Meeting that March-April
is a critical spawning season of Indo-Pacific mackerel in Cambodia. Mr. Weerasak added that
Cambodia is carrying out the data collection of Indo-Pacific mackerel, which is expected to
provide sufficient information for formulating appropriate management actions.
25.
Ms. Pattaratjit reiterated that the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project and the Fisheries Refugia
project will co-organize the Technical Consultative Meeting on Drafting of the Regional Action
Plan for Management of Transboundary Species: Indo-Pacific Mackerel in the Gulf of Thailand
Sub-region, on 12-13 September 2019. The output would be a draft regional action plan of IndoPacific mackerel.
V.

Promotion of more effective management of fishing capacity and to reduce illegal
and combating IUU fishing in the Gulf of Thailand sub-region
5.1 Country updates on Management of Fishing Capacity and combating IUU
fishing (NPOA-Capacity; NPOA-IUU) and Law and Legislation


Cambodia

26.
Mr. Buoy Roitana, representative from Cambodia, presented the country update on the
marine fisheries sub-sector in Cambodia. He highlighted the several actions that have been taken
that include the recent accession to the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA). The accession
process involved action by National Assembly on 1July 2019, the Senate on 11 July 2019, and
culminating its signing by the King of Cambodia on 25 July 209). Cambodia will transmit shortly
the letter of accession to FAO. He also informed that Cambodia is now in the process of reviewing
the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA) by the Legal Group at Prime Minister
Cabinet. The review began in August 2019 and would finalize soon. In addition, Cambodia has
reviewed a number of marine fisheries laws and legislations, and has been implementing
initiatives to manage its fishing capacity through effective registration and licensing,
strengthening its MCS Network, strengthening the reporting system on fishing capacity, catch
and stock assessment, and developing an approved registration and licensing system for
Cambodian-flag vessels for high seas fishing and fishing in other states’ waters.
27.
The National Plan of Action to Combat IUU Fishing (NPOA-IUU), 2019-2023 is
expected to be approved by the Prime Minister this year (2019). He also informed that the Marine
Fishing Vessel Census report was to be completed in September 2019 with information necessary
for the establishment of marine fishing vessel registration and licensing, VMS and AIS system,
and catch and stock assessment. Cambodia is finalizing the National Plan of Control and
5

Inspection-NPCI 2019-2023 for approval by the MAFF Minister this year. His presentation
appears as Annex 9.
28.
After the presentation, the Chairperson noted the increasing number of marine fishing vessels
of Cambodia and asked why. Mr. Roitana informed that Cambodia has 7,500 vessels (reiterating
an overfishing load) at present. As part of the management plan, the country planned to, firstly,
reduce the number and, secondly, to prohibit the construction of new vessels.


Malaysia

29.
Ms. Rathi Sai Muniandy, representative from Malaysia, informed that the National Plan of
Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity in Malaysia (NPOA Fishing Capacity, Plan 2)
was developed based on the achievement of NPOA Fishing Capacity, Plan 1). This revised
NPOA Fishing Capacity, Plan 2 comprises three strategies: (1) review and implementation of
effective conservation and management measures, (2) strengthening MCS capacity and
capability, and (3) promotion of public awareness and education program. The Department of
Fisheries Malaysia is in the process of reviewing the achievements of Plan 2 in order to prepare a
new plan.
30.
She described the Zoning System of the Peninsular and East Peninsular Malaysia. The
revised management measures aim to impose appropriate penalty for encroachment into the areas
of five (5) nautical miles (NM) and below. She also provided information on the MCS system in
Malaysia. With regard to the updated of laws and legislation, Malaysia relies on the Fisheries Act
1985 for its legislative framework for conservation, management and development of the
maritime and estuarine fishing, and fisheries in Malaysia. This Act was amended in July 2019 to
strengthen the framework for fighting against IUU fishing and increase penalties. Her
presentation appears in Annex 10.
31.
Dr. Kamonpan requested clarification on whether Malaysia provides licensing to the
fishing vessels in the Peninsula and how it controls and manage the zoning. Ms. Muniandy
clarified that Malaysia provides licensing to fishing vessels operating in each zone according to
their categories. The truck shipment vessels and other types are not allowed to sail within that
zone.


Thailand

32.
Dr. Kamonpan, representative from Thailand presented the country progress on the
implementation of Management of fishing capacity and combating IUU fishing (NPOA-Capacity;
NPOA-IUU) and Legislation. He highlighted the progress of the implementation of Fisheries
Management Plan (FMP) of 2015-2019; the new FMP will be implemented from 2020 to 2024
with five (5) goals: i) Fisheries resources restored to a level that can support the MSY in Thai
waters and sustainable fishing expanded into deep-sea and overseas; ii) IUU-free fishery; iii)
Healthy fishery habitats and environment; iv) Improved livelihoods of fishers and fishing
communities; and v) Capacity building for officers on effective fisheries management.
33.
Thailand currently is carrying out the Buy Back scheme, which aims to help fishers who
are affected by the government’s program to reduce the number of fishing vessels and bring the
fishery resources back to balance. Compensation is estimated for some 305 fishing vessels for a
total budget of 764.45 million Thai Baht. This amount is for fishing vessels of less than 90 GT.
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34.
Thailand’s NPOA-IUU covers monitoring, control and surveillance functions. He
explained that Thailand’s implementing of the Monitoring (M) part involves routine work in
scientific data collection on catch rate, catch composition, length, and weight at landing sites;
Control (C) involves data collection and application of measures (as of September 2019, data
collection shows that 10,496 fishing licenses are available in Thailand of which 82 percent is
operating in the Gulf of Thailand, and 18 per cent in Andaman Sea); and Surveillance (S)
involves law enforcement and technology application to support enforcement, such as logbook
transmission system, VMS tracking, ERS/EM application, common risk assessment, and fishing
information database. These modules build up an overall “Fisheries Monitoring System (FMS)”.
35.
As to the legal framework, fisheries laws and legislations, Thailand has been obliged to
comply with many international instruments on fisheries regulation and a number of national
legal frameworks. Thailand plans to amend the fisheries legal framework to be in line with
international laws, revoke the temporary measures/processes issued under the Announcement
from the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO) for Royal Thai Navy, and issue a new
legislation to address the issues of migrant labour as well as the National MCS Operation
Scheme. His presentation appears as Annex 11.
36.
Ms. Nhung expressed the interest for Viet Nam to learn from Thailand’s NPOA-IUU
implementation, such as the Buy Back Scheme, control over new fishing vessel construction,
and reduction of fishing licenses. Dr. Kamonpan explained that Thailand compensates the fishing
vessel owners to create a balance between fishing vessels and the capacity of available resources.
The government, therefore, tries to control and determine a suitable number of fishing vessels.


Viet Nam

37.
Mr. Nguyen Tuan Uyen, representative from Viet Nam presented the updates on Viet
Nam’s Fishing Capacity and Combating IUU Fishing, including the management of fishing capacity,
NPOA-IUU, International Agreements, and other actions. On fishing capacity management, Viet
Nam has amended Fisheries Laws (2017) and the revised version became effective on 1 January
2019. Other successes made under this category include a national fisheries database, stock
assessment plan, establishment of quota regulations for coastal provinces, fishing vessel
management (changing from horsepower to length), issuance of administrative sanctions, and
other fishing capacity regulations, laws and legislations.
38.
The NPOA-IUU, which was approved by the Prime Minister on 16 January 2018,
confirms the country’s strong commitment to combat IUU fishing. The Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development (MARD) Minister approved the Communication Plan for Combating
IUU fishing dated 23 November 2017, which aims to communicate efforts of Viet Nam counter
measures to combat IUU fishing and raise awareness of stakeholders on IUU fishing. In addition,
as a response to the requirements of international instruments, Viet Nam acceded to the Port State
Measure Agreement (PSMA) and UN Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA) in January 2019, as well
as published a Fishing Port List. It also implemented the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme
(ACDS) pilot project in Binh Thuan province. Viet Nam’s presentation appears as Annex 12.
39.
The Chairperson inquired about the information sharing on provincial quotas under Viet
Nam’s new laws. Ms. Nhung informed that Viet Nam has 34,000 fishing vessels with 15-meter
length and a plan to develop a fishing capacity management strategy. The strategy will be
developed – and pilot testing- based on two approaches: (1) banning fishing vessels larger than 15
7

meters from fishing in offshore areas, and (2) based on the fisheries resource assessment, Viet
Nam shall provide licenses to migratory species and pelagic groups.
40.
Mr. Nicol asked for more information on Viet Nam’s PSMA framework implementation.
Ms. Nhung mentioned that there are challenges and difficulties in controlling trans-shipment
especially around the inspection activities because they are completely based on existing
knowledge of fisheries management. Quarantine procedure is under development and
responsibility of the Department of Animal Health (under MARD), which is the focal point, in
collaboration with the Directorate of Fisheries.
41.
Ms. Doungporn requested clarification on whether Vietnamese designated ports were
under the fishing port list for ACDS. Ms. Nhung informed that designated ports come under two
concepts: (1) for offshore vessels holding national fishing plate with 15-meter length, and (2)
fishing vessels and carriers operating for transportation outside fishing ports. Transport vessels,
container ships and fishing vessels operating offshore are under the responsibility of the Ministry
of Transportation. Fishing vessels operating within Vietnamese waters are under the designated
ports.
42.
Dr. Worawit requested information on Viet Nam’s law enforcement towards illegal
fishing activities outside Vietnamese waters. Ms. Nhung clarified that IUU fishing vessels
operating outside Vietnamese waters are subject to infringement penalties which combine fine
and sanction as high as one billion VN Dong. This law became effective in July 2019.
5.2

Results from the GOT Sub-Regional MCS Network Meeting (20-21 June
2019)

43.
Ms. Pattaratjit reported on the results of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-regional Monitoring,
Control and Surveillance (MCS) Network Meeting, which was held on 20-21 June 2019 in
Chonburi Province, Thailand. In her presentation, she firstly stated the benefits from the MCS
cooperation at sub-regional level. Then, she referred to the first Sub-regional Consultation on the
Development of MCS in the Gulf of Thailand, organized on 31 October-2 November 2017. Based
on the recommendations of the 2017 MCS Consultation, the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project
developed the roadmap for the establishment of the MCS Network and Coordination Body and
requested the nomination of National Technical Groups (NTG) from Cambodia, Malaysia,
Thailand and Viet Nam for further discussion at national and at sub-regional levels. She further
informed that based on the discussions during the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project organized the Gulf
of Thailand Sub-regional Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) Network Meeting on 2021 June 2019, an agreement was reached on the type of information exchange for each M, C and
S component, potential collaboration and coordination. In addition, the Meeting was also advised
on the type of communication mechanism to be developed and installed to strengthen the GOT
MCS Network.
44.
She also informed of plans for future collaboration and sourcing of possible potential
funding sources to continue discussions and advancement of the MCS network. The collaboration
(as well as source of funding) includes the UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia project,
SEAFDEC/JTF-6 Phase II (2020), FAO/RAP GOT7 project (2021), and EU-ASEAN Dialogue
(E-READI 2019-23). Her presentation appears in Annex 13.
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45.
Ms. Nhung expressed appreciation to the Project’s assistance to Viet Nam. In regard to
MCS, the Surveillance component is the most challenging as it is tasked with ensuring the
successful implementation of the fisheries management plan and strategy. Based on MCS
proposal agreed among Member Countries, it would be desirable to have a protocol for subregional level, and to determine cost, gain commitments, and devise an appropriate organizational
structure. A potential approach is to develop this MCS Network as an ASEAN project.
46.
Dr. Kamonpan requested clarification on data recording and the system to support
information exchange and sharing agreed during the MCS Network meeting. Ms. Pattaratjit took
note of the suggestions from Thailand and Viet Nam. In addition, she clarified that in 2019 MCS
Network Meeting, the participants identified the type of information sharing among the GOT
countries. The Meeting noted that the nomination of National Technical Group (NTG) members,
which involved personnel from other agencies, was another good step for country cooperation
towards the establishment of MCS Network and fisheries resources management at sub-regional
level.
47.
Dr. Worawit informed that ASEAN aims to support dialogues among ASEAN
Community members. He recommended that the MCS Network initiatives seek new funding
from ASEAN Secretariat, FAO, and allocations from bilateral and multi-lateral platform, and
others. Mr. Nicol added that FAO provided useful tools for global implementation. He added that
an informal network is also important for information exchange and fund sourcing.
VI.

Initiatives/Projects Relate to the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region
6.1

Update on the formulation of GOTFish Project Proposal

48.
Ms. Angela Lentisco Martinez, International Consultant from FAO/RAP, presented the
progress of the formulation of GOTFish Project Proposal, which covers overall concept of
GOTFish project, programmatic components and expected outcomes, together with the GEF
proposal cycle and next steps. Her presentation appears as Annex 14.
49.
She informed that the GOTFish Project was developed with the objective to improve
governance of the Gulf of Thailand fisheries through implementation of the Ecosystems Approach
to Fisheries (EAF) to strengthen its Blue Economy. During the year, the FAO organized a series
of consultations at national level and regional level with partners such as SEAFDEC, NACA,
academia, NGOs, private sector and other organizations to discuss and validate the project
components and the possibility of joint collaboration. The activities proposed in the project will
build on the ongoing works of SEAFDEC-Sweden project, national initiatives on transboundary
stocks, Fisheries Refugia project, ASEAN Seafood taskforce, RPOAs and other existing efforts.
On the status of the GOTfish project formulation, she said FAO is finalizing the PIF in order to
obtain approval in November 2019. The project formulation is expected to be completed by
December 2020 in order to seek GEF approval in May 2021. Project implementation is expected
to be the period June 2021-2025.
50.
Dr. Kamonpan requested explanation on the meaning of “Blue Economy” as mentioned in
the GOTFish title proposal and how it differs with “circular economy”. She said Thailand’s 20year National Strategy focuses on “Circular Economy”. In response, Ms. Lentisco-Martinez
explained that “Blue Economy” focuses on sustainable development while “Circular Economy”
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focuses on eliminating waste and continual use of resources (such as the recycling of waste
products).
6.2

Updates on the Activities by SEAFDEC/TD

51.
Mr. Isara Chanrachkij, Head of SEAFDEC Research and Development Division of TD,
presented TD’s activities implemented during 2013-2019 in the Gulf of Thailand sub-region, and
activities planned for 2020-2024. He also updated the activities under the fund support of
Japanese Trust Fund (JTF), TD and JTF is now finalizing the project document for next five (5)year and two (2) project proposals. His presentation appears in Annex 15.
52.
Dr. Kamonpan requested for clarification on crab bank implementation in other countries
besides Cambodia. In response, Mr. Isara informed that, Kep province is the site of the Crab
Bank project being supported by JTF as Cambodia has requested technical assistance from TD
considering that Kep has the suitable seagrass area. Budget limitation however precluded TD
from implementing similar crab bank projects in other countries.
53.
Mr. Abdul, representative from Malaysia expressed appreciation for SEAFDEC-Sweden
project (including TD)’s technical and financial support to Malaysia, and conveyed the
appreciation from Malaysia for the continuation of this GOT sub-regional platform as well as the
use of data collected for enhancing sub-regional operations. He also expressed the interest of
Malaysia to join take part in the capacity building of technical personnel in stock assessment.
54.
Mr. Isara appreciated Malaysia’s interest and informed that SEAFDEC generally provides
HRD on stock assessment for neritic tunas and offshore fisheries at the advanced level, which
suits those that have a basic background on stock assessment. In addition, Mr. Nicol suggested
that a short course on stock assessment focusing on interpretation and planning would be helpful
as an initial step towards higher technical proficiency.
55.
The Meeting noted that SEAFDEC has conducted many researches and studies, as well as
developed many useful tools and material for the stock assessment. Mr. Masanami Izumi, Special
Advisor to SEAFDEC added that SEAFDEC will co-organize the Capacity Development
Workshop on Estimation and Reporting of SDG Indicator 14.4.1 for Asia and the Pacific Region,
to be held on 2-4 October 2019 in Bangkok, Thailand.
VII.

Conclusion Results of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region Coordination included
Bilateral-cooperation

56.
Ms. Saisunee provided the background information on the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region
cooperation, which was started since the 1st Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand sub-region in 2009
until the 8th Meeting of GOT in 2019. She summarized the overall SEAFDEC-Sweden Project
implementation in support of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-Regional Coordination. She reiterated that
in line with the SEAFDEC-Sweden project’s objectives, the GOT sub-regional platforms were set
up to achieve the sustainability of transboundary species through (i) integration of fisheries and
habitat management, (ii) capacity building and system improvement for fisheries management,
and (iii) improvement of policy development process for agreement implementation. Through this
platform, country members had opportunities to share information and knowledge on MCS, legal
framework, and the status of their respective national fisheries management measures.

10

57.
This platform enabled the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project to facilitate several bilateral
dialogues, namely, Cambodia-Thailand (twice), Cambodia-Viet Nam (twice), Malaysia-Thailand
(twice), and Thailand-Viet Nam (once) to discuss issues on transboundary stock and habitat
focusing on Indo-Pacific mackerel and anchovies and blue swimming crab, combating IUU
fishing, sharing information on legal framework and experiences in implementing UNCLOS and
UNFSA, landing of catches across borders and by foreign fishing vessels in accordance with the
Port State Measures Agreement. She emphasized that through the GOT platform and the bilateral
dialogues, successful results were achieved in terms of knowledge gained and better
understanding on issues occurring in the countries, collaboration among relevant agencies and
countries to eliminate IUU fishing, cross-learning from technical visits to countries, and collaboration
on control of the movement (imports) of aquatic animals from neighboring countries. The challenges
that SEAFDEC-Sweden constantly faced during 2009-2019 implementation, that still requires
serious attention, relate to the coordination of transboundary species management, elimination of
IUU fishing, reduction in number of fishing vessels, and meeting EU standards. Her presentation
appears as Annex 16.
58.
After the presentation by Ms. Saisunee, Mr. Buoy Roitana informed the Meeting that
Cambodia and Thailand have already signed the MoU on Fishery Cooperation on 24 January
2019.
59.
Ms. Doungporn requested further clarification on the availability of comparative review of
laws and regulations in other GOT countries. Ms. Saisunee clarified that such comparative study
was requested in 2014 when the workplan was being developed at the bilateral and GOT
meetings. The SEAFDEC-Sweden Project facilitated the comparative study between Cambodia
and Viet Nam at that time. Thailand during that time was in process of developing the new law
and implementing regulations. In addition, during the GOT Meetings and bilateral dialogue,
countries had a chance to share updates and learn from each other.
60.
Dr. Worawit requested the meeting participants to share their ideas on each country’s
bilateral arrangement priority (e.g. urgency, benefits, resources needed, etc.). Ms. Nhung expressed
that for Viet Nam it largely depends on the topic discussed in a bilateral dialogue. The signed
MoU has described our area of cooperation; therefore, we exchange lessons learned and conduct
practical activities with other countries such as establishment of focal point person, timely
information sharing, law enforcement, bilateral actions, and others.
VIII.

Discussion and Decision on the 9th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand sub-region

61.
Ms. Pattaratjit started the discussion by informing the Meeting that the SEAFDECSweden project will be completed in December 2019 and seeking ideas and suggestions on how
to proceed with coordination in the Gulf of Thailand beyond 2019.
62.
Dr. Kamonpan, representative from Thailand, shared the view that the GOT platform should
be continued. In case, there would be no external fund to support the 9th meeting in year 2020,
Thailand may allocate some budget to organize the meeting. However, it would be necessary to
seek the support of Thailand’s new Director-General of the Department of Fisheries in hosting
the next meeting. He also proposed to reduce the number of country representatives to, perhaps,
2-3 people per country and the number of meeting days to, if feasible, only one day.
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63.
Mr. Buoy Roitana, representative from Cambodia supported the continuation of the GOT
Sub-regional platform; he remarked that the budget allocation must be proposed for inclusion in
the national budget allocation for next year.
64.
Ms. Rathi Sai A/P Muniandy, representative from Malaysia, also supported the
continuation of the platform, however, with regard to financial support; budget needs to be raised
for high-level management’s consideration and approval.
65.
Ms. Nhung, representative from Viet Nam, agreed on enhancing this sub-regional
mechanism. However, in terms of budget allocation, she informed the Meeting that for the
international and regional meetings, Viet Nam needs to submit the agreement or formal document
to seek the budget’s approval from the Ministry of Finance.
66.
Mr. Isara informed the Meeting that the SEAFDEC/Japanese Trust Fund (JTF) has one
activity under the component of sustainable fisheries and resource enhancement that supports
scientists to join and follow up the fisheries resources situation in ASEAN countries. During the
first year, the project plans to bring countries to a meeting for issue identification; the activities
continue until year 2024 when the wrap-up will be carried out and planning started for the next
phase. It is possible for the GOT Sub-Regional Platform to connect and utilize its fund for the 9th
Meeting during transition period. Mr. Isara volunteered to discuss this idea with the JTF
Manager.
67.
Dr. Worawitproposed that the GOT Sub-Regional Meeting can be organized in
conjunction with the Annual Council Meeting as a 1-hour side discussion event. SEAFDEC
Secretariat can provide logistical support.
68.
Overall, the countries proposed five options: (1) Thailand to discuss with the new Director
General of the Department of Fisheries the possibility for a new funding support for and/or
hosting of the GOT Sub-Regional Meeting in 2020, (2) SEAFDEC to discuss with ASEAN on
the financial support and/or possible joint dialogue, (3) FAO funding support, (4) financial
support from JTF, and (5) organizing the GOT Sub-Regional Meeting as a side discussion event
at the Annual Council Meeting.
IX.

Conclusion and Ways forward

69.
Ms. Pattaratjit expressed her gratitude to the valuable contributions of the country
members to the discussions. She hoped that the countries have benefitted from this GOT
platform, which aims to enhance sub-regional cooperation for sustainability of fisheries resources
and MCS coordination among the GOT countries. She reiterated that this 8th Meeting would be
the last meeting supported by the SEAFDEC-Sweden project. She expected that the strong
collaboration that has been established among the countries and the benefits they have gained
from participating in the platform will be a strong motivation for them to sustain the GOT
Platform. The Platform facilitates and makes more efficient the pursuit of common goals of
countries as well as organizations. In this regard she hoped that the needed resources to continue
the Platform can be forthcoming from governments and partner organizations.
X.

Closing of the Meeting

70.
Dr. Kom thanked the participants for their active participation and their valuable inputs
during the Meeting. While commending the great efforts and collaboration of the GOT countries
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throughout the period of the SEAFDEC-Sweden project implementation, he congratulated all
countries for the good progress that has been made to improve the management of fisheries
resources and fishing capacity and the closer cooperation among the GOT countries. He urged the
participants to carry the messages of the Meeting to their respective governments and for their
continued support to GOT cooperation. He wished them a safe journey home. He then declared
the Meeting closed.
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Annex 2
OPENING REMARKS
By Dr. Kom Silapajarn,
SEAFDEC Secretary-General
Distinguished delegates from Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam,
Representatives from FAO, and UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia Project,
My colleagues from SEAFDEC,
Ladies and Gentlemen, Good morning !
On behalf of the SEAFDEC, it is my pleasure and privilege to extend to you all a very warm welcome to the
8th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-Region, here in Chonburi province.
As you all well aware that the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project supported the Gulf of Thailand Sub-Regional
meetings since 2008 where it was our first start of this sub-regional cooperation. The SEAFDEC-Sida
Project, that time, facilitated the Gulf of Thailand countries namely: Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and
Viet Nam for completion the draft matrix of Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) Needs and
Potential Actions for the Gulf of Thailand, which was tasked to the countries, as the follow-up action of the
Workshop in 2008 under the Regional Plan of Action to Promote Responsible Fishing Practices including
Combating Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing in the Region or RPOA-IUU.
Until today Meeting, the 8th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-Region, is organized, with the support of
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project. On behalf of the countries and SEAFDEC, we would like to thank the
Government of Sweden for the funding support to enable this Gulf of Thailand sub-regional platform
become recognize and countries are strengthened the strong relationship. During
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project implementation, several activities that includes bilateral technical
dialogues between countries such as Thailand and Cambodia, Thailand and Malaysia, Cambodia
and Viet Nam and Thailand and Viet Nam were organized. I believe that through such dialogues,
it allowed countries to exchange knowledge for fisheries management such as transboundary species,
update laws and regulation, management of fishing capacity and actions to combat IUU fishing
and strengthen the closer relationship within the Gulf of Thailand sub-region.
This 8th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region, we gathered once again, to update progress
during 2018-2019, that have been made after the 7th Meeting in November 2018. In addition,
the SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF on Establishment and Operation of Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in
the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand has been operated and implemented in the Gulf of Thailand
Countries therefore this will be a time for update the progress of the implementation in 2018-2019.
And, we are now hosting this 8th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand sub-region, which is the last Meeting
supported the fund by Sweden. Therefore, the Gulf of Thailand countries need to meet and sum up
the progress made in sub-regional cooperative, then discussion how to continue the Gulf of Thailand
platform as a basis for reporting to SEAFDEC, RPOA-IUU Coordinating Committee, FAO/APFIC
and other coordination mechanism.
Once again, I welcome all of you to Thailand and hope that you have a nice stay in Thailand. Lastly,
it is an opportune time for me to declare the Eighth Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand sub-region open.
Thank you and have a good day.
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Annex 3
PROSPECTUS
I.

Introduction

During the past few years, the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project has been progressing in the promotion of the
national and regional efforts to integrate fisheries management and habitat management while
at the same time emphasizing the need to manage fishing capacity. The initiative of the Gulf of Thailand
sub-region Meeting, with the funded supported from the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project, have been made
progress by facilitating GOT countries namely Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam. With a focus
on the Gulf of Thailand (GOT) sub-region, progress and emerging issues, in specifically to the combat
IUU fishing and Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) efforts of GOT sub-region, which through
this sub-regional approach is also supportive to the ambitions of the RPOA-IUU and other regional and
sub-regional initiatives implemented by partners.
The previous 7th Gulf of Thailand sub-region Meeting, which was organized in 2018 and several progress
and activities have made by the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project, during 2018-2019, such as transboundary
species, update laws and regulation, management of fishing capacity and actions to combat IUU fishing. In
addition,
the
SEAFDEC/UN
Environment/GEF
Project
on
Establishment
and Operation of Regional System of Fisheries Refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand has
been operated and implemented in the Gulf of Thailand Countries therefore this will be a time
for update the progress of the implementation of the year 2018-2019.
Therefore, it is opportune time for the 8th Meeting of Gulf of Thailand Sub-region to be organized, while
the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project will terminate by the end of the year 2019, therefore,
the Gulf of Thailand countries need to meet and sum up the progress made in sub-regional cooperative,
then discussion how to continue the Gulf of Thailand platform as a basis for reporting to SEAFDEC,
RPOA-IUU Coordinating Committee, FAO/APFIC and other coordination mechanism.
II.

Objectives of the Meeting

1.

4.

Review the follow up of recommendations from the 7th Gulf of Thailand Meeting in 2018 and
report on progress of activities since the previous meeting of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region.
Review steps taken to strengthen cooperation on transboundary fisheries and habitat management
options for of Indo-Pacific mackerel and important economic species as well as neritic tuna
including potential actions for continued work at the sub-regional level.
Strengthen sub-regional cooperation the establishment of MCS Network in the Gulf of Thailand
Sub-region.
Suggest further solution for the sustainability of Gulf of Thailand Sub-region Meeting platform.

III.

Expected Outputs

1.

3.

Updated progress of the implementation of activities in relevance to management of transboundary
species, efforts on combating IUU fishing, MCS Network and suggested steps forward.
Agreed coordination for management of the GOT sub-region and commitment for further
strengthened to continue and expand cooperation/coordination/collaboration among various
sectors and fisheries-related national agencies.
Agreed for sustainability of Gulf of Thailand Sub-region platform.

IV.

Expected Outcomes

2.

3.

2.

Continuityof Gulf of Thailand Sub-region platform beneficial tosustainable use of fisheries resources and
healthy of habitat.
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V.

Date and Venue

The 8th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand sub-regional will be organized from 4-5 September 2019
in Thailand.
VI.

Expected participants of the Meeting

It is envisaged that participants of the meeting will be:
1.
Four (4) representatives from the four (4) Gulf of Thailand countries are namely Cambodia,
Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam as follows (16 persons):





2.
3.

SEAFDEC National Focal points for the Gulf of Thailand sub-region
One representative should be an officer/lawyer who is responsible for international fisheries legal
aspects
One fishery biologist who is responsible for data collection, monitoring and assessment of
transboundary species stock (focus on Indo-Pacific mackerel and/or neritic tuna)
One representative should be an officer from the Department/Unit responsible for fisheries surveillance

Representatives from International organization/initiatives such as FAO/RAP, RPOA-IUU Sec,
SEAFDEC/UN Environment/GEF Fisheries Refugia project and etc.
Representatives from SEAFDEC Secretariat, Training Department and MFRDMD
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Annex 4
TIME TABLE AND AGENDA
Time

Contents
4 SEPTEMBER 2019 (WED)

08.30-09.00

Registration

09.00-09.15

Agenda 1: Opening of the Meeting
by Secretary-General of SEAFDEC

09.15-09.30

Agenda 2: Introduction, Objectives of the Meeting and Adoption Agenda of
the Meeting

09.30-10.00

Agenda 3: Review results from the 7th Meeting of Gulf of Thailand Sub-region
Present by SEAFDEC-Sweden Project

10.00-10.30
10.30-12.00

Coffee break and group photo
Agenda 4: Progress of the Implementation of the transboundary stocks
and habitats and sub-regional cooperation
4.1 Indo-Pacific mackerel (Rastrelliger brachysoma)
Present by SEAFDEC-SwedenProject
4.2 Neritic tuna management (RPOA-Neritic Tuna): Results from Scientific
Working Group (SWG) Neritic Tunas
Present by SEAFDEC/MFRDMD
4.3 Update from SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/Fisheries Refugia Project
Present by SEAFDEC /UNEP/GEF Fisheries Refugia Project
(Time will be allocated for 20 minutes/presentation and 10 minutes for Q&A)

12.00-13.30
13.30-15.00

Lunch
Agenda 5: Promotion of more effective management of fishing capacity and
to reduce illegal and combating IUU fishing in the Gulf of Thailand
sub-region
5.1 Country updates on Management of Fishing Capacity and combating
IUU fishing (NPOA-Capacity; NPOA-IUU) and Law and Legislation
 Cambodia
 Malaysia
 Thailand
 VietNam
Present by representative from countries.

15.15-15.30
15.30-16.00

(Time will be allocated for 20 minutes/country)
Coffee break
Agenda 5: (cont.) Promotion of more effective management of fishing capacity and
to reduce illegal and combating IUU fishing in the Gulf of Thailand sub-region
5.2 Updateresults from the Gulf of Thailand Sub-regional MCS Network
Meeting on 20-21 June 2019
Present by SEAFDEC-Sweden Project

18.00-20.00

Reception dinner hosted by SEAFDEC
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21 August 2019 (Wednesday)
9.00-9.15

Agenda 6: Initiatives/Projects Relate to the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region
6.1 Share update from the concept proposal of GOTFish project
Present by FAO
6.2 SEAFDEC/TD and/or JTF
Present by SEAFDEC/TD
(Time will be allocated for 20 minutes/presentation)

10.30-11.00

Coffee break

11.00-11.30

Agenda 7: Conclusion Results of the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region Coordination
included Bilateral-cooperation
Present by SEAFDEC-Sweden Project

11.30-12.00

Agenda 8: Discussion and Decision on the 9th Meeting of the Gulf of Thailand
sub-region

12.00-13.30

Lunch

13.30-15.00

Agenda 9: Conclusion and Ways forward

15.00-15.30

Coffee break

15.30-16.15

Agenda 10: Closing the Meeting

22

Annex 5
REVIEW RESULTS FROM THE 7TH MEETING OF GULF OF THAILAND SUB-REGION
By Ms. Saisunee Chaksuin

23

24

Annex 6
PROGRESS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TRANSBOUNDARY STOCKS, HABITATS
AND SUB-REGIONAL COOPERATION
INDO-PACIFIC MACKEREL (RASTRELLIGER BRACHYSOMA)
By Dr. Worawit Wanchana

25

26

27

28

29

30

Annex 7
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION ON NERITIC TUNAS (RPOANERITIC TUNAS)
By Mr. Mohammad Faisal bin Md. Saleh

31

32

33

Annex 8
UPDATE ON PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SEAFDEC/UNEP/GEF/FISHERIES
REFUGIA PROJECT
By Mr. Weerasak Yingyuad

34

35

36

Annex 9
COUNTRY UPDATES ON MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY AND COMBATING IUU
FISHING (NPOA-CAPACITY; NPOA-IUU) AND LAW AND LEGISLATION
(CAMBODIA)
By Mr. Buoy Roitana

37

38

Annex 10
COUNTRY UPDATES ON MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY AND COMBATING IUU
FISHING (NPOA-CAPACITY; NPOA-IUU) AND LAW AND LEGISLATION
(MALAYSIA)
By Ms. Rathi Sai Muniandy

39

40

41

42

Annex 11
COUNTRY UPDATES ON MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY AND COMBATING IUU
FISHING (NPOA-CAPACITY; NPOA-IUU) AND LAW AND LEGISLATION
(THAILAND)
By Dr. Kamonpan Awaiwanont

43

44

45

Annex 12
COUNTRY UPDATES ON MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY AND COMBATING IUU
FISHING (NPOA-CAPACITY; NPOA-IUU) AND LAW AND LEGISLATION
(VIET NAM)
By Mr. Nguyen Tuan Uyen

46

47

48

Annex 13
RESULTS FROM THE GOT SUB-REGIONAL MCS NETWORK MEETING
(20-21 JUNE 2019)
By Ms. Pattaratjit Kaewnuratchadasorn

49

50

51

Annex 14
INITIATIVES/PROJECT THAT RELATE TO THE GULF OF THAILAND SUB-REGION
(UPDATE ON THE FORMULATION OF GOTFISH PROJECT PROPOSAL)
By Ms. Angela Lentisco Martinez

52

53

54

Annex 15
INITIATIVES/PROJECT THAT RELATE TO THE GULF OF THAILAND SUB-REGION
(UPDATES ON THE ACTIVITIES BY SEAFDEC/TD)
By Mr. Isara Chanrachkij

55

56

57

Annex 16
CONCLUSION ON STRENGTHENING THE GULF OF THAILAND SUB-REGION
COOPERATION INCLUDED BILATERAL-COOPERATION
By Ms. Saisunee Chaksuin

58

59

60

61

62

63

