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Abstract

Two hatchery and nursery trials have been conducted at the College of Fisheries
and Marine Sciences, Aklan State University (ASU) for the Multi-species Hatchery
and Fishfarm Project from August to September 2014 and April to May 2015, in
collaboration with the Aquaculture Department (AQD), Southeast Asian Fisheries
Development Center (SEAFDEC) under the National Mud Crab Science and
Technology Program of the PCAARRD-DOST.

Two ASU staff underwent training on Mud Crab Hatchery, Nursery and Grow-out
Operations at SEAFDEC/AQD from September to October 2013. This was followed
by SEAFDEC/AQD’s provision of technical assistance during the actual hatchery
and nursery operations using Scylla serrata at ASU. Survival rates of 3% and of 66-
76% were recorded in the hatchery and nursery phases, respectively. The natural
food consisting of rotifer and Artemia, and commercial formulated diet were fed
to S. serrata larvae (zoea to megalopa). Juvenile crabs were fed formulated feeds
and molluscs. Water temperature ranged from 27 to 30°C and salinity from 29 to
33 ppt in the hatchery. Initial results and insights are discussed and evaluated as
guide for future hatchery and nursery protocols.
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