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Abstract

This study aims to improve the handling, storage and transport conditions of mud 
crabs. The usual practice of the crab growers in the Philippines is to bring the 
market size crabs to middlemen, brokers or operators of small trading centers 
immediately after harvest;  then the crabs are brought to municipal traders or 
operators of bigger buying station. The crabs are sent to the exporters in Manila 
or Cebu. The crabs are exported mostly to Singapore, Taiwan, Hongkong and 
mainland China. The crabs are classified based on the species, body weight, sex, 
gonad maturity and intactness of limbs. Crabs are rejected for export when they 
are soft-shelled, very lean, or have incomplete limbs and abnormalities. Crabs 
with emaciated muscle (‘hagas’), ammoniacal odor (strong urine-like smell) and 
in an undesirable state are also rejected.

This paper presents the initial results of the project on the Improvement in 
the handling, storage and transport of mud crabs under Sub-program C entitled 
Improvement of Feeds and Stock Management Practices in Mud Crab Grow-out 
Culture under the National Mud Crab Science and Technology Program. It also 
presents issues and concerns on the present practices, and presents possible 
recommendations.


