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REPORT OF THE 3rd SUB-REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE MEETING ON THE JOINT 
FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AROUND THE SOUTHERN ANDAMAN SEA 

21-22 November 2017, Bangkok, Thailand 

______________________________ 
 

I. Introduction 

1. The 3rd Sub-Regional Consultative Meeting on the Joint Fisheries Management around the 
Southern Andaman Sea was organized in Bangkok, Thailand from 21 to 22 November 2017. The 
meeting was attended by country representative from Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand. The Meeting 
was also attended by the SEAFDEC Secretary-General and staffs. The List of Participants appears as 
Annex 1. 

II.  Opening of the Meeting   

2.  The Secretary-General of Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC),  
Dr. Kom Silapajarn, welcomed the participants to the Meeting. His Remarks appears in Annex 2. 

III.  Introduction and Arrangement of the Meeting/Adoption of the Agenda 

3.  The Meeting took note of the works undertaken by SEAFDEC supported by SEAFDEC-
Sweden Project in relation to activities to strengthen cooperation in managing fisheries resources in 
the Southeast Asian Region including South Andaman Sea. The Meeting was informed that Thailand 
and Myanmar had met the previous week at the forum of Northern Andaman Sea and it would 
therefore be preferable if the Southern Andaman Sea could develop a similar approach as the 
Northern. The objective of the meeting were to: 1) review and provide an update on recent 
developments and actions being implemented by Indonesia (North Sumatra), Malaysia (Langkawi, 
Kedah, Penang), Thailand (Satun), SEAFDEC, FAO/BOBLME and other partners around the 
Southern Andaman Sea, 2) identify directions on priority trans-boundary action points for future 
action (2018-2019), 3) provide a venue for Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand to continue dialogue and 
to develop coordinated efforts to apply RPOA-Fishing Capacity including implementation of MCS 
network and 4) identify further needs to develop joint actions plans including joint arrangements to 
monitor and control fishing effort. 

4.  The Meeting unanimously adopted the agenda. The Prospectus including Agenda of the 
Consultation appears in Annex 3. 

IV.   Promotion of the Integration of Fisheries and Habitat Management and the Importance 
of Trans boundary Stocks and Habitats 

• Country update on current status of the management of trans boundary aquatic 
species (such as Indian Mackerel) 

-    Indonesia 

5.  Mr. Suwarso presented the current stock status of the transboundary aquatic species in 
Indonesia under the Fisheries Management Area (FMA) of 571 which cover the area of Andaman Sea 
and Malacca strait. 

6.  Under the project of BOBLME and other nationally-funded projects research were conducted to 
get better picture of population genetic structure, reproduction and spawning estimation as well as 
population dynamic for two species: Indian mackerel (Rastrelliger kanagurta) and Short-bodied 
mackerel (Rastrelliger brachysoma). The Meeting was also informed that the result of the research 
was used as an input for development of further fisheries management including drafting the proposal 
for a closing season. 
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7.  Regarding the implementation of a closing season for purse seiners, the regulation is still in the 
process of drafting. The data on spawning season and reproduction were collected by questionnaires 
and the results were ground proofed. The presentation appears as Annex 4. 

 -    Malaysia 

8.  Mr. Richard Rumpet presented the Country update on Current status of the Management of 
Trans-boundary Aquatic Species. Malaysia has conducted fisheries resources survey in 2013-2016 
targeting demersal, pelagic and prawn stock. A survey to determine spawning areas and seasons for  
R. kanagurta and R. brachysoma along the West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia were also conducted in 
2016-2017. The report is still pending approval by Malaysian Government. The presentation appears 
as Annex 5. 

-    Thailand 

9.  Mr. Suchart Sangchan, DOF Thailand, presented the current status of the management of trans-
boundary aquatic species. The most commonly used fishing gears are light luring purse seine, fish 
aggregating device purse seine and Thai purse seine. About 300 Thai purse seiners operated in the 
Andaman Sea Coast during 2009-2014 

10.  For Indian mackerel along the Thai Andaman Sea Coast, fish spawn all year round with 2 
marked spawning seasons during December-March and August-September. Thailand has introduces a 
“days at Sea” effort system for purse seiners limiting the allowed effort to 235 fishing days per year 
and plan to ban the landing of Rastrelliger spp. smaller than 14 centimeter together with a minimum 
mesh size for purse seiner of 2.5 cm. The presentation appears as Annex 6. 

• SEAFDEC Initiative of Anchovy, Indo-Pacific Mackerel, and Blue Swimming Crab 
(AIB) Species in the GOT 

11. Dr. Worawit Wanchana, the Assistant Policy and Program Coordinator of SEAFDEC presented 
the SEAFDEC work on Anchovy, Indo-Pacific Mackerel and Blue swimming crab in the Gulf of 
Thailand. The work aims to develop collaborative transboundary resource management between 
Cambodia, Malaysia, Thailand and Viet Nam to ensure the sustainable use of these species. The work 
to assess migration routes of AIB species into Cambodia and Viet Nam in the east and into Malaysia 
in the south also continues. 

12.  It was suggested that the work to develop joint or coordinated fishery management in south 
Andaman was started by focusing on 1-2 species on which there already exists comprehensive 
information with regards to catches, stock status, spawning ground/season and migration pattern. The 
presentation appears as Annex 7. 

13.  Mr. Richard, Malaysia suggested that fishery resource management in Andaman Sea should not 
be separated between North and South Andaman.  

• Thailand efforts in the management and implementation of Total Allowance Catch 
(TAC) for fisheries resources  

14.  Mr. Piyachok Sin-Anun, Department of Fisheries, presented the fishing effort regulation system 
introduced in Thailand. Since 2015 Thailand is applying an approach that limits and regulates the total 
allowable fishing days per vessel based on assessments of the MSY and number of active fishing 
vessels. Artisanal and commercial fishing vessels are regulated separately. The presentation appears 
as Annex 8. 
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15.  The control of the fishing day system is handled through the port in port out (PIPO) control 
centers.  There are currently 26 units of PIPO in Thailand, one in each coastal province both of the 
Gulf of Thailand and Andaman Sea. 

V.  Management of Fishing Capacity and to Improve/Reduce Unregulated Fishing, to Avoid 
Unrecorded and Combat Illegal Fishing 

1.  Country presentation on the latest development of legal framework and management 
actions plan for fisheries management  

 - Indonesia 

16.  Mr. Aris Budiarto presented an update on the latest legal and managerial measures for the 
regulation and control of fisheries. Indonesia has ratified UNCLOS 1982 as well as the PSM. In 
addition there are ministerial decrees which control the utilization of some species such as flying fish 
and blue swimming crab in specific areas. 

17. Indonesia is actively involved in several initiatives fighting IUU such as the RPOA-IUU. 
Indonesia has a NPOA-IUU as well as a national taskforce to coordinate work against IUU. The most 
common fisheries related violations are: forgery of vessel documents, double flagging, fishing without 
license, vessel modification, using foreign captain and seaman, deactivation of VMS, illegal 
transshipment, forgery of  logbook, absence of health certificate, using prohibited fishing gears, and 
non-compliance of fishing processing unit. 

18.  From the coast to 12 nautical miles the responsible institution is Directorate General of Marine-
Fisheries Surveillance and National police, while from 12 nautical mile to 200 nautical miles (EEZ), 
the Indonesia Navy and Special Task Force 115 are responsible. However, all surveillance activities 
are under the coordination and control of Maritime Security Board (Bakamla). Provincial government 
has the authority to issue license for vessel less than 30 GT, while the central government is 
responsible for vessel more than 30 GT.  

19.  Indonesia has ratified the PSM agreement and foreign vessels can land fisheries products in 
Indonesia as long as they follow the relevant procedure, provide proper catch documents and use 
designated ports. However, foreign vessels are not allowed to fish in Indonesian waters. The 
presentation appears as Annex 9. 

- Malaysia 

20.  Ms. Nur Fadhlina Chan binti Mahadie Chan presented the latest development of legal 
framework and management action plans for Malaysia. The meeting took note on the latest new 
zoning system for some states in Malacca Straits (Perlis, Kedah, Pulau Pinang, Perak and Selangor), 
where the area from 0 to 1 nautical miles from coastline will be reserved as conservation area with no 
fishing activities being allowed. The presentation appears as Annex 10. 

- Thailand 

21.  Mr. Suchart Sangchan explained that the laws and regulations for sustainable development of 
fisheries in Thailand focused on providing a legal framework for managing fishing capacity and to 
combat illegal fishing. The current Thai regulations are intended to promote more effective fisheries 
management based on the best scientific advice and to implement an effective traceability system. It is 
compulsory for vessels larger than 10 GT to use logbook and report to PIPO. Fishing vessels in Thai 
waters have to return to port and report with PIPO within 30 days. Vessels larger than 30 GT must 
install VMS monitoring system. In addition vessels involved in transshipment must install Electronic 
Reporting System (ERS) and Electronic Monitoring System (EM). The presentation appears as      
Annex 11. 
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2.  Country presentation on procedures for landing of catches by foreign fishing vessels 
includes issuance of documentation and catch certificates, issues and challenges (focus 
area around Southern Andaman Sea) 

- Indonesia 

22.  Mr. Aris Budiarto presented the current Indonesian catch certificate system is presently only 
supporting large scale vessels and companies aimed to export the products, while for small scale 
fishery, less support is available for the moment in terms of developing (and requiring) catch 
documentation schemes and catch certification. 

23.  The observer on board system in Indonesia was initiated in 2014 which follow measures 
stipulated by Regional Fisheries Management Organization (RFMOs) on requirements to record data 
to the data sheet, logbook and also to provide scientific data. The presentation appears as Annex 12. 

- Malaysia 

24.  Mr. Mohd Azahar bin Mohd Zin, Department of Fisheries Malaysia presented the Standard 
Operation Procedure (SOP) for Tuna landing at the Malaysian ports. Several authorities are involved 
in follow-up of those procedures such as: Department of Fisheries, Immigration, Sea Department, 
Department of Quarantine, Examination Services Malaysia and others. The present Catch Certificate 
Scheme was developed to prevent IUU fishing under the regulation of Fisheries Act 1985 which is in 
line with EC Regulation 1005/2008. Since February 2011, issuances of Catch Certificate in Malaysia 
are required for two types of business transactions: 1) the common export/import of fisheries 
products, and 2) processed and re-exported fisheries products. The presentation appears as Annex 13. 

- Thailand 

25.  Mr. Piyachok Sin-Anun explained the current procedures and required documents for the 
landing of catches by foreign fishing vessels at Thai fishing ports (effective since June 2017). His 
presentation is shown in Annex 14. 

3.  Countries experiences on the implementation of Port State Measures, lesson learned, 
issues and difficulties  

- Indonesia 

26.  Mr. Aris Budiarto presented on the implementation of Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA) 
in Indonesia. Indonesia has signed and ratified the PSMA and have designated five fishing ports for 
landings by foreign vessels in accordance with the PSMA. These are Bungus, Pelabuhan Ratu, 
Jakarta, Bitung, and Ambon. 

27.  The challenges for Indonesia related to implementing the PSMA include: lack of legal 
instruments supporting PSMA implementation; lack of/limited awareness among fishermen and 
government officials; limited inspection capacity at designated fishing ports; lack of/limited 
coordination with established regional MCS-networks, as well as to the need establish procedures and 
inspection routines of transshipment of fisheries products; and problems with widespread document 
forgery. For Indonesia case, he also gave an example where vessel avoid PSMA inspection 
requirements by not landing the fisheries catch in fisheries ports but instead in other ports such as 
ports intended for shipping, cargo vessels and passenger vessels. This is done although information on 
how and where to land have been disseminated through Indonesian fisheries port information system. 
The presentation appears as Annex 15. 
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- Malaysia 

28.  Mr. Muhamad Abdul Rauf bin Abdullah presented the experiences on implementation of Port 
State Measures in Malaysia. The presentation included a list of relevant authorities, examples and 
information on key legislations, enforcement measures, existing Malaysian MCS coordination, 
regional cooperation on PSM and human resources development. A successful example of 
prosecuting an IUU vessel fishing illegally in the CCALMR areas from year 2013 until present time 
was provided. Malaysia stressed the importance of regional cooperation to combat IUU fishing in this 
region. The presentation appears as Annex 16. 

 - Thailand 

29.  Mr. Piyachok Sin-Anun, DOF Thailand provided information on measures implemented by 
Thailand to prevent import of “IUU” fisheries products. Thailand is for example implementing control 
measures and inspections of foreign flagged vessels as required under the PSMA (of both carrier 
vessel and fishing vessels) to improve and control traceability systems. The presentation appears as 
Annex 17. 

VI.  The Utilization of the ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) Including Testing of 
Traceability Systems Relevant to the Fisheries in the Andaman Sea 

30.  Dr. Worawit Wanchana, Assistant Policy and Program Coordinator of SEAFDEC, gave a 
presentation on electronic ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (e-ACDS) as an important tool 
improve catch documentation, catch data and traceability, and to prevent IUU products from entering 
the market chain. The ASEAN Catch Documentation Scheme (ACDS) was endorsed by 25th Meeting 
of the ASWGFi in May 2017. The electronic application of the ACDS is an improvement developed 
by SEAFDEC and tested in Brunei Darussalam in cooperation with the Thai Fish Marketing 
Organization (FMO). The e-ACDS when in use facilitates and supports the coordination of 
Monitoring, Control and Surveillance (MCS) networks by improving compatible use of catch and 
landing data and it is useful tool to monitor and control transshipment at sea. It can also be applied for 
small-scale fisheries such as with regards to blue swimming crab fisheries, hand line tuna fisheries 
and octopus fisheries. It supports and simplifies the process of supply chain traceability for exporters, 
importers and retailers. The presentation appears as Annex 18. 

VII.  Discussion on Possible Areas of Cooperation Among Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand to 
Develop Coordinated Efforts  

• Group 1. Conservation and management of shared fisheries resources and habitat 
management  

31.  The group discussed conservation and management of shared fisheries resources and habitat 
management. For conclusions of the discussion see agenda point 8. The results of the group 
discussion are provided in the combined summary matrix of group 1 and 2, with plenary comments 
and adjusted timelines in Annex 19. 

• Group 2. Combating IUU fishing and implementation of NPOA-Fishing capacity   
including implementation of MCS network and exchange mechanism 

32.  The group discussed combating IUU fishing and implementation of NPOA-Fishing capacity 
including implementation of MCS network and mechanisms for information sharing. For conclusions 
of the discussion see agenda point 8.  The results of the group discussion are provided in the 
combined summary matrix of group 1 and 2, with plenary comments and adjusted timelines in Annex 
19. 

VIII.  Agreed on the Updated Joint Action Plan 

33.  After the plenary discussion on possible areas of cooperation among Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand, all participation agreed to support the development of coordinated efforts for trans-
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boundary aquatic resources management, combating IUU fishing and implementation of MCS 
network. Based on the comments, recommendations, inputs to road map/work plan and time-lines for 
2018the Secretariat was tasked to consolidate the results in a combined matrix. The results of the 
group discussions together with comments during discussion (and inputs from earlier meetings) and 
steps ahead are summarized in the matrix provided in Annex 19. In combining and editing the matrix 
an ambition has been made-as explained to the participants-to see that the matrix is aligned with the 
process and time lines suggested for the northern Andaman Sea (and the Gulf of Thailand) to ensure 
that information collected are compatible (follow similar SOPs and templates).  

IX.  Summary and Ways Forward 

34.  An important outcome was the strong commitment by participants from Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Thailand strengthen cooperation between the countries. Suggestions provided by the group work, 
in the presentations and subsequent plenary discussion had a common aim to see the countries (and 
appointed working groups) to continue dialogues and consultations to develop joint or coordinated 
fisheries management plans that would align with the parallel processes to establish networks for 
MCS and the management of fishing effort with the process to develop management recommendation 
for the conservation and management of important habitats and spawning areas for mackerels and 
related species.     In maps prepared for the management planning and implementation critical areas 
will be indicated together with migration paths to highlight the trans-boundary nature of target 
species and fishing activities. The cross-border migration and conservation need of sensitive areas are 
further justification to coordinate efforts on monitoring, control and enforcement of rules and 
regulation by authorities in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. Maps as needed implementation of the 
joint management plans should together with a MCS coordinating body be in place by end of 2018. 

35.  SEAFDEC will, as strongly recommended during the meeting, prepare a letter to be sent to the 
fisheries authorities of the three countries to seek their confirmation on suggested steps ahead 
including the confirmation of appointed focal points, working groups and resource persons.  

X.  Closing of the Meeting 

36.  Dr. Magnus Torell, SEAFDEC closed the Meeting and together with representatives from 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand expressed appreciation for a fruitful Meeting. The closing remarks 
appear as Annex 20. 
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Annex 2 

OPENING REMARKS 

Dr. Kom Silapajarn, SEAFDEC Secretary-General 

Representatives from Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand 
Officers from SEAFDEC, Ladies, and gentlemen; a very good morning.  

On behalf of SEAFDEC, I am very pleased to welcome you all to “The Southern Andaman Sea Sub-
regional Technical Meeting  on Effective Fisheries Management”, under the SEAFDEC-Sweden 
Project. The South Andaman Sea Sub-region is well known for its important habitats as well as its 
abundance of fisheries resources. It is noted that there is an increase in the demand for fisheries 
products from this region for the last decades, pushing the area to undergo massive exploitation of 
fisheries resources. It was estimated that in 2015, there are more than 1.2 million fishers from 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar and Thailand operates in the Andaman sea sub region, where more 
than 1.6 million tons of fish were landed.  This value is expected to increase since fishing capacity in 
this region continues to growth, pushing the area to experience massive exploitation of fisheries 
resources.  

Since 2009, facilitated by SEAFDEC-Sweden Program, the series of dialogues and consultative 
meetings were organized to share experiences on good practices as well as to seek cooperation among 
countries and other relevant institutions with regards to integrate fisheries and habitat management as 
well as efforts to manage fishing-capacity. Similarly, cooperation among countries and other relevant 
institutions is also aimed to monitor landings across boundaries and to combat illegal and destructive 
fishing to be able to achieve long term sustainability of fisheries and habitat in the Southern Andaman 
Sea sub-region. 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

We are here today to update the progress of the current situation of fisheries management in the 
particular area of the Southern Andaman Sea as well as to strengthen cooperation on fisheries 
management among countries. In these two days, we hope to get directions and joint action points to 
take into consideration for workplan in 2018-2019.  

Before we proceed to further agenda, I would like to thank all delegates for joining this meeting, and 
with your insights and inputs, I truly believe that this Consultation would come up with improved 
programs and activities, and eventually contribute to the sustainability of fishery resources in our 
region. So now, I then declare the Meeting open.  

Thank you very much and have a pleasant day. 
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Annex 3 

PROSPECTUS 

Background 

The Southern Andaman Sea is well known for its important habitats and its abundance of fisheries 
resources. Ranging from pelagic species such as Neritic Tunas, mackerel to coastal resources such as 
mangrove, sea grass and coral reef, have successfully set this region as an important area for 
generating fisheries products. Therefore, fisheries resources in this area play very important socio-
economic factor for the community, not only because fisheries resources play important role as main 
source of food but also as source of income for the community of the region which provide the 
number of employment opportunities.  

Based on its advantages and its chance provided, it is noted that there is an increase in the demand for 
fisheries products from this region for the last decades, pushing the area to undergo massive 
exploitation of fisheries resources as an adjustment. In each country, Thailand1, Malaysia2 and 
Indonesia3, it can be seen roughly that total catches, fishing boats and people involved in it, have 
increased respectively for last decades.  

On the other hand, like many other regions, the increase of the demand of fisheries resources from 
southern part of Andaman Sea which leads to massive exploitation is also followed by the raise of the 
number of issues and drawbacks. These are ranging from degradation of marine-fisheries resources 
generated from destructive fishing and over‐fishing activities to conflicts among fishermen as well as 
IUU fishing activities. Not to mention series of natural events such as storms, typhoons, and tsunami 
issues also potential for further exacerbating fisheries sector of the region.  

Apart from that, it is recognized that such problems occurred mainly due to the lack of fishing 
capacity to manage resources and its users in the region. Large numbers of vessels operating in the 
region along with inefficient fishing gears and destructive fishing practices have led to excessive 
pressures on resources and habitats of the southern part of the Andaman Sea sub-region. Likewise, 
partial approaches (country by country) to manage the region have also proven ineffectively 
diminished the problem facing above. More importantly, this is also exacerbated by the difficulties to 
eradicate IUU fishing in the region.   

To tackle these issues, since 2009 several dialogues and consultative meetings have been exercised 
among the countries surrounded the Andaman Sea region, including partial dialogue and consultative 
meetings in the southern Andaman Sea sub-region (Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia). Facilitated by 
SEAFDEC-Sweden Program, these series of dialogues and consultative meetings were organized to 
share experiences on good practices as well as to seek cooperation among countries (Thailand, 
Malaysia and Indonesia) and other relevant institutions with regards to integrate fisheries and habitat 
management as well as efforts to manage fishing-capacity (reducing over-capacity). Similarly, 
cooperation among countries and other relevant institutions is also aimed to monitor landings across 
boundaries and to combat illegal and destructive fishing to be able to achieve long term sustainability 
of fisheries and habitat in the Andaman Sea sub region. In the process, a focus should be given to key 
issues of regional concern such as fisheries/habitat management, fishing capacity, IUU fisheries, 
vessel registration, among others, thus building upon opportunities to implement an “ecosystems 
approach to fisheries management” (EAFM).  

                                                           
1 The total catches of small tunas in Thailand was 169,071 t in 1993, four times the 49,307 t in 1982 
(Department of Fisheries, 1985 and 96), IOTC Proceedings no. 2 (1999). See: Review on the status of small 
tunas along the Andaman Sea Coast of Thailand. Praulai Chantawong 
2 Fish landing from West Coast Peninsula of Malaysia fluctuated between 40.000 ton and 66.790 ton between 
1991 and 1997. See: http://pubs.iclarm.net/resource_centre/AMF_Chapter-31-FA.pdf 
3 Up to 2010, fisheries resources utilization in the Fisheries Management area 571 has exceeding the estimated 
potency far beyond the MSY level. See: Status Perikanan di Wilayah Pengelolaan Perikanan Republik Indonesia 
(WPP RI 571) Laut Andaman dan Selat Malaka. Yudi Wahyudin 
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National and Provincial authorities and agencies responsible for natural resources utilization, 
environment, fisheries, etc. need to cooperate to prepare for effects of climate variability and climate 
change through human resources development, capacity building to diversify household income, 
develop improved safety at sea measures and to ensure policy change where needed, etc. including 
needed budget allocations as and when needed.  

There is a consensus among the three countries on the need to reduce the encroachment of larger 
vessels (also foreign) into coastal waters, including the development of plans to manage fishing 
capacity, combat illegal and destructive fishing, improve vessel registration/records, strengthen flag 
state responsibilities, initiate MCS activities, etc. SEAFDEC, BOBLME and others should follow-up 
with each of the countries on the priorities to establish an action plan (with time lines) to develop joint 
approaches to monitoring and control encroachment, illegal and destructive fishing. Systems for the 
supervision, monitoring and the control of encroachment of larger vessels into coastal waters should 
be developed. Potential conflicts among fishermen should be assessed. Practical means to identify 
encroaching vessels should be developed and agreed upon including routines to report to near port 
authority, local government and, if applicable, to neighboring country.   

A common important aim of the events has been to initiate a process to, in cooperation with the 
BOBLME, develop agreements and other arrangements between Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand on 
joint approaches to the management of habitat and fisheries.  

Objectives of the Meeting 

The objective of this meeting is to share progress made following decisions and activity plans that 
were made during the previous Sub regional Southern Andaman Sea meetings. More importantly, 
each of the countries and other participants should provide an update on progress and decisions taken 
to support trilateral cooperation on fisheries and habitat management.  

The main objectives of the Meeting are:   
1) To review and provide an update on recent (over the last two years) developments and actions 

being implemented by Indonesia (North Sumatra), Malaysia (Langkawi, Kedah, Penang), Thailand 
(Satun), SEAFDEC, FAO/BOBLME and other partners around the Southern Andaman Sea, 

2) To identify directions on priority trans-boundary resources and action points to take into 
consideration in planning for the support to future action (2018-2019)-as a basis for continued 
support to capacity-building on the integration of fisheries and habitat management on EAFM and 
trans-boundary stocks (such as Anchovy, Indo-Pacific, Indian Mackerel, etc), 

3) To provide a venue for Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand to continue dialogue and to develop 
coordinated efforts to apply RPOA-Fishing Capacity including implementation of MCS network 
and improvement of vessel registration and exchange mechanism, and 

4) To identify further capacity-building needs together with development of agreements and joint 
actions plans including joint arrangements to monitor and control fishing effort. 

Expected Outputs 

It is expected that at the end of the Meeting, the following items are presented and exchanged between 
three countries:  
1) Update information on the developments and actions being implemented by Indonesia (North 

Sumatra), Malaysia (Langkawi, Kedah, Penang), Thailand (Satun), SEAFDEC, 
FAO/BOBLME and other partners around the Southern Andaman Sea; 

2) A directions on priority trans-boundary thematic areas and action points to take into 
consideration in planning for the support to future action (2018-2019) in the efforts 
coordinated efforts to apply RPOA-Fishing Capacity including implementation of MCS 
network and improvement of vessel registration and exchange mechanism; 

3) Capacity-building needs together with development of agreements and joint actions plans 
including tri-lateral arrangements to monitor and control fishing effort. 
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Expected Outcomes 

The outcome of the Meeting is an increased understanding and willingness of intergovernmental 
actions towards effective management of fisheries, habitats and fishing capacity in the Southern 
Andaman Sea Sub region. More importantly, the meeting is also expected to facilitate further exercise 
of drafting of important elements to be included in cooperative arrangements (MoU or other format) 
between Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Expected Participants 

It is envisaged that participants of the meeting are:  
1. Five representatives from the Three (3) Southern Andaman Sea countries are namely Indonesia 

(North Sumatra), Malaysia and Thailand as follows (20 persons): 
1.1 SEAFDEC National Focal point for the Andaman Sea Sub-region 
1.2 One  representative should be officers from the Department/Unit responsible for 

fishing licensing and vessel registration (if not within the same Department an 
additional person could be considered)  

1.3 One representative should be an officer from the Department/Unit responsible for 
marine and coastal resources/environment 

1.4 One from Fisheries Provincial Office and/or responsible for monitoring of the level of 
fishing on trans-boundary stocks (could be same as the person under 1.1)  

1.5 Additional representation could be considered if supported by other mechanisms (see 
below 2 and/or 6) or by the countries themselves 

2. Representatives from International organization/initiatives such as FAO/RAP, IUCN/MFF, 
RPOA-IUU Sec.  

3. Representative from SEAFDEC Secretariat, Training Department and MFRDMD (5-7 persons) 
Regional Fisheries Policy Network (RFPN) namely: Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam. 

 
TIME TABLE AND AGENDA 

Time Contents 

20 November 2017 (Mon) 

 Arrival of all participants 

21 November 2017 (Tue) 

08.30-09.00 Registration 

09.00-09.15 Agenda 1: Opening of the Meeting  

09.15-09.30 Agenda 2: Introduction and arrangement of the Meeting/ Adoption of the Agenda  

09.30-10.30 Agenda 3: Promotion of the Integration of fisheries and habitat management and the 
importance of trans boundary stocks and habitats 
3.1 Country update on Current status of the Management of Transboundary Aquatic Species 

(such as Indian Mackerel) 
-    Indonesia  
-    Malaysia  
-    Thailand  

10.30-11.00 0BCoffee Break 
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11.00-12.00 Continuation of the Agenda 3.1  
- SEAFDEC initiative of Anchovy, Indo-Pacific Mackerel, and Blue Swimming Crab 
(AIB) Species in the GOT by Dr. Worawit Wanchana  

3.2 Thailand Efforts in the Management and Implementation of Total Allowance Catch 
(TAC) for Fisheries Resources       

12.00-13.00 Lunch 

13.00-14.00 Agenda 4: Management of Fishing Capacity and to Improve/reduce Unregulated Fishing, to 
Avoid Unrecorded and Combat Illegal Fishing 
4.1 Country Presentation on the Latest Development Legal Framework and Management 
Actions Plan for Fisheries Management  

- Indonesia  
- Malaysia  
- Thailand  

14.00-15.00 4.2 Country Presentation on Procedures for landing of catches by foreign fishing vessels 
includes issuance of documentation and catch certificates, Issues and Challenges (focus area 
around Southern Andaman Sea) 

- Indonesia  
- Malaysia 
- Thailand  

15.00-15.15 Coffee and Tea break 

15.15-16.00 Agenda 4.3: Countries experiences on Implementation of Port State Measures, Lesson 
Learned Issues and Difficulties  

- Indonesia  
- Malaysia 
- Thailand 

Note: Presentation will be included information on the progress of the Implementation of 
PSM, VMS, etc.  

16.00-16.30 Agenda 5: The utilization of the ASEAN catch documentation scheme (ACDS) including 
testing of traceability systems relevant to the fisheries in the Andaman Sea 
By Dr. Worawit Wanchana Note: SEAFDEC presents the current progress of the testing the 
ASEAN catch documentation scheme (ACDS). After the presentation, countries are invited to 
provide suggestion on the possibility to use of the ASEAN catch documentation scheme 
(ACDS) including testing of traceability systems 

18.00-20.00 Reception dinner hosted by SEAFDEC 

22 November 2017 (Wed) 

09.00-12.00 Agenda 6: Discussion on possible areas of cooperation among Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand to develop coordinated efforts  

1. Conservation and management to management of shared fisheries resources and 
habitat management and 

2. Combating IUU Fishing and implementation of NPOA-Fishing Capacity including 
implementation of MCS network and exchange mechanism 

12.00-13.00 Lunch break 

13.00-15.00 Agenda 7: Agreed on the updated Joint Action Plan  

15.00-16.00 Agenda 8: Summary and ways forward 

16.00-16.30 Agenda 9: Closing of the Meeting 
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Annex 4 

COUNTRY UPDATE ON CURRENT STATUS OF MANAGEMENT OF THE 
TRANSBOUNDARY AQUATIC SPECIES (INDIAN MACKERAL): INDONESIA 

By Mr. Suwarso 
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Annex 5 

COUNTRY UPDATE ON CURRENT STATUS OF THE MANAGEMENT OF  
TRANSBOUNDARY AQUATIC SPECIES (INDIAN MACKERAL): MALAYSIA 

By Mr. Richard Rumpet 
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Annex 6 

COUNTRY UPDATE ON CURRENT STATUS OF THE MANAGEMENT OF  
TRANSBOUNDARY AQUATIC SPECIES: THAILAND 

By Mr. Suchart Sangchan 
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Annex 7 

DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSBOUNDARY RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  
OF AIB SPECIES IN GOT 
By Dr. Worawit Wanchana 
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Annex 8 

QUOTA SYSTEM IN THAILAND 

By Mr Piyachok Sin-Anun 
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Annex 9 
MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY AND TO IMPROVE/REDUCE UNREGULATED 

FISHING, TO AVOID UNRECORDED AND COMBAT ILLEGAL FISHING 
By Mr. Aris Budiarto 
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Annex 10 

LATEST DEVELOPMENT OF LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND MANAGEMENT ACTIONS 
PLAN FOR FISHERIES MANAGEMENT 

By Ms. Nur Fadhlina Chan binti Mahadie Chan 
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Annex 11 

LAWS AND REGULATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT  
FISHERIES IN THAILAND  

By Mr. Suchart Sangchan 
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Annex 12 

COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON PROCEDURES FOR LANDING OF CATCHES BY 
FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS: INDONESIA 

By Mr. Aris Budiarto 
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Annex 13 

COUNTRY PRESENTATION ON PROCEDURES FOR LANDING OF CATCHES BY 
FOREIGN VESSEL: MALAYSIA  
By Mr. Mohd Azahar bin Mohd Zin 
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Annex 14 

NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES PSM 
By Mr. Piyachok Sin-Anun 
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Annex 15 

COUNTRIES EXPERIENCES ON IMPLEMENTATION OF PORT STATE  
MEASURES: INDONESIA 

By Mr. Aris Budiarto 
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Annex 16 

 
COUNTRIES EXPERIENCES ON IMPLEMENTATION OF PORT STATE MEASURES: 

MALAYSIA 
By Mr. Muhamad Abdul Rauf bin Abdullah 
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Annex 17 

NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES PSM 

By Mr. Piyachok Sin-Anun 
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Annex 18 

E-ASEAN CATCH DOCUMENTATION SCHEME 

By Dr. Worawit Wanchana 
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Annex 19 

 

WORKPLAN AND ROADMAP FOR SOUTHERN ANDAMAN SEA 

A. Transboundary Stocks, Migration Patterns and Spawning Seasons/Area 
B. Fishing Capacity and Monitoring, Control and Surveillance 

Core planning group/technical focal point (TFP):  

Target/priority species: Anchovies, Mackerel (R. Brachysoma and R kanagurta) and Neritic Tuna (Kawakawa and Longtail/tonggol) 

MCS National Technical Group (NTP) to be appointed based on existing national MCS Networks (each of the countries have established their own MCS 
system/multi-agency network) 

Target/important issues on MCS: the Southern Andaman is quite different from the Northern Andaman when it comes to MCS requirements as not only fisheries 
management issues need to be addressed but also aspect on maritime security, “including but not limited to” piracy, shipping lanes and smuggling.  

Note: in combining these action points an effort has been to consider similar sequences for North and South Andaman – and the Gulf of Thailand 

A. Trans-boundary species Timelines B. Fishing Capacity and MCS 
Activities Outputs Date Activity Outputs 

Appoint and confirm appointment 
of(national) Technical (scientific) 
Working Group and Focal Points 
(TWG/FP) for national coordination of 
data collection and drafting of 
management plans 

National Technical Working 
Group (TWG) and Focal Points 
appointed  
for Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand 

15 Feb 2018 
  

Appoint and confirm appointment 
of MCS National Technical Group 
(NTG) established in Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand(based on 
existing national MCS networks) 

National Technical Group 
established Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand 

Information collection 1: Group 
members (by each country) to collect 
available information and 
documentation on target species (stock 
status, spawning areas, migration 
patterns, feeding areas, etc.) including 
catch data 
 

Sets of existing data collected on 
target species including catch data  
Anchovies, Mackerel (R. 
Brachysoma and R. kanagurta) 
and Neritic Tuna (Kawakawa 
and Long-tail/tonggol) 
 

Jan-March 
2018 

Group members to collect available 
information on fishing capacity 
(fishing vessels and gear), fishing 
effort and institutional 
responsibilities for monitoring, 
control and surveillance and existing 
national MCS networks 
 
 

Sets of existing information 
collected on fishing capacity 
and  M, C and S including 
fishing effort data 
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1st (National) Technical (scientific) 
Working Group and Focal Points 
(TWG) meeting  
 
TWG/FPnational meetings (Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand, 
respectively,(facilitated by SEAFDEC 
as/if needed) to review the relevance and 
value of existing info as input to 
management planning.  
 
Provide outline for the inputs to 
management plan(s) and determine any 
additional data needed to confirm 
spawning ground, spawning season 
including biological data, data on 
important habitats and migration patterns 
of mackerels, anchovies and neritic tuna.  
 
Landing data, species composition and 
fishing effort as well as social aspects 
possibly by “MCS NTG group” 
 
Consult with SEAFDEC and others on 
the application of SOP (based on Gulf of 
Thailand model) and template for the 
compilation of existing and additional 
information for studies, including larval 
sampling and identification to provide 
comparable trans-boundary information 
for the coordinated fisheries management 
planning (Dr. Worawit to lead) 

Mackerels, anchovies and neritic 
tuna 
 
Documentation provided with 
comments on the value and 
relevance of existing data as input 
to management planning.  
 
Outline provided on inputs to the 
management plan(s) with 
indication of additional data needs 
for determining spawning area, 
spawning season and to confirm 
migration patterns 
 
SOP and template established (in 
consultation with SEAFDEC) for 
comparative compilation of 
existing and additional 
information 
 
Landing data, species composition 
and fishing effort as well as social 
aspects possibly by “MCS NTG 
group” 

March 2018 NTG meetings in Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand,respectively, 
(facilitated as need be through 
SEAFDEC-Sweden Project) 
 
NTG to consult with SEAFDEC and 
others on suitable template to provide 
a summary on the scope and 
functions of applicable laws, 
regulations and institutional 
responsibilities with regards to 
cooperation on MCS, existing MCS 
networks and protocols for record 
and control of fishing capacity and 
landings by small and larger scale 
vessels (Requirements on catch 
documents and traceability including 
carrier vessels. 
 
Identify and confirm within each 
country on procedures for monitoring 
and control that need to be clarified, 
information to be shared and agree on 
steps to formally establish MCS 
networks and coordinated 
management of fishing capacity, 
including catch documents, 
certification procedures and 
traceability (eACDS link). (NPOA-
Fishing Capacity if available) 
 
Indicate any additional information 
needed in order to provide 
comparable trans-boundary and 
shared information on MCS and the 
management of fishing capacity as 
reference for  the coordinated 

Initial summary provided on 
the scope and functions of 
applicable laws, regulations 
and institutional 
responsibilities with regards to 
cooperation on MCS, existing 
MCS networks and protocols 
for record and control of 
fishing capacity and landings 
by small and larger scale 
vessels (Requirements on 
catch documents and 
traceability (link to eACDS. 
(NPOA-Fishing Capacity if 
available) 
 
Landing data, species 
composition and fishing effort 
as well as social aspects 
 
Procedures for monitoring and 
control confirmed be each 
country. Issues that need to be 
clarified as seen from either 
country should be stated 
together with basic 
information to be shared and 
steps indicated to formally 
establish MCS networks and 
coordinated management, 
including requirements to 
agree on catch documents 
(ACDS and eACDS) and 
traceability and verification 
protocols. 
 
Template established together 
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fisheries management planning 
 

with additional information 
needed to provide comparable 
trans-boundary and shared 
information on MCS and the 
management of fishing 
capacity 

Information collection 2 and 
compilation:  Continues based on 
indications provided during the 1st 
national TWG/FP meeting with the 
information compiled and documented in 
accordance with the SOP and template 
worked out during the 1st TWG/FP 
meeting.  TWG/FP or special appointed 
person will be responsible for compiling 
the existing data and ready to present at 
next meeting. 
 
A short training session provided as/if 
needed on inputs and information needed 
and the structure of the SOP and 
template. The collection and compilation 
should be coordinated by seeking 
references from other agencies, including 
Fisheries Research institutes in North 
Sumatra, Penang, Phuket, Satun. MOE, 
DMCR, IUCN/MFF, WWF, WorldFish 
Center, selected Universities, etc. 
 
 

Sets of existing data collected and 
updated with the information 
compiled and reported based on 
the SOP and template for 
organizing the information as 
indicated during the 1st TFP 
meeting.  
 
Collected information compiled 
and ready to be shared:  
- Map of spawning area 
- Information on spawning season 
- Map and information on 
migration patterns 
- Map and information of feeding 
areas 
- Information on catches 
- Map and information on 
important habitats 
- Others 
- Include available information 
as practical into one combined 
(GIS) map 
 

Early May 
2018 

Information collection 2 and 
compilation: Continues based on 
indications provided during the 1st 
national NTG meeting and compiled 
in accordance with the worked out 
template. NTG or special appointed 
person will be responsible for 
compiling the existing data and be 
ready to present during next event. 
 
The collection and compilation 
should be coordinated by seeking 
references from all (relevant) 
agencies responsible for M, C and S 
and managing fishing capacity – 
especially those included in the 
national MCS- 
Networks.  
 
Information should, as available, 
include fishing efforts by commercial 
(and small-scale) vessels and existing 
closed seasons, reserved zones, gear 
restrictions and other restrictions 
 

Sets of information collected 
and documented by the NTG 
and other partners and 
responsible agencies. List of 
agencies indicated below. 
 
Collected information 
compiled and ready to be 
shared: 
- applicable laws, regulations 
and institutional 
responsibilities with regards to 
M, C and S 
- Protocols/regulations for 
managing fishing capacity 
(registration, licenses, etc.) 
- Protocols/regulations for 
managing, control and record 
landings.  
- Protocol/regulation for 
landing across border by of 
small-scale fishing vessels 
(and larger vessels) 
- Protocol to agree on catch 
documents (ACDS and 
eACDS) and requirements for 
traceability 
- Requirements for carrier 
vessels (documentation, 
certification and landing fees) 
- Special Institutional 
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responsibilities (collect fees, 
taxes, customs, etc.…..) 
 
 

2ndCore (bilateral) planning group 
meeting, Progress Meeting 
-The TWG/FP of each country will 
report on their results with information 
compiled and documented in accordance 
with the SOP and template worked out 
during the 1stTWG/FP meeting. 
 
-The TWG/FP from Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Thailand will, facilitated by 
SEAFDEC, discuss the findings and 
jointly suggest management and 
conservation measures (protected 
spawning areas, spawning season, 
assessments of stock status for target 
species) with continued aspects to be 
included as a basis for joint management 
plans and work plans with regards to the 
Southern Andaman Sea 
 
Information (maps) on spawning area, 
spawning season and migration patterns 
will be provided to the meeting and the 
TWG/FPwill comment on the 
information and provide inputs to the 
drafting of the joint management plan   
 

In principle, agreed set of 
information (maps) on spawning 
area, spawning season and 
migration patterns are available 
after the meeting in agreement 
between the TWG/FP of 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand 
together with  suggestions on 
continued work to manage and 
conserve identified target areas 
 
First draft of a management plan 

 June 2018 
 

Trilateral meeting with NTG’s 
from Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand  
- The NTG of each country will 
report on their results of compiling 
information  
- The NTG from Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Thailand will, facilitated by 
SEAFDEC (or other partner) jointly 
suggest continued work and agenda 
for establishing MOU (or other 
arrangement) on MCS and “norms” 
and routines for information sharing.  
 
Updates to be provided on laws and 
regulations together with  protocols, 
requirements and institutional 
responsibilities for MCS, landings 
control and certification of landings 
 

Draft MOU (or other 
arrangement) on cooperation 
on MCS with establishment of 
trilateral committee together 
with drafted “norms” and 
routines for information 
sharing(what can be shared 
and with whom…) 
 
Confirmed Intentions to 
establish bilateral Committee 
on Monitoring, Control and 
Surveillance including 
information sharing 

Trilateral Progress 
Meeting/Stakeholder meeting to agree 
on aspects with regards to spawning 
season, biological data, migration 
patterns of mackerels, anchovies and 
neritic tuna (and other aspects) to be 

Draft management plan 
for mackerels, anchovies and 
neritic tuna (kawakawa and long-
tail) disseminated and further 
developed with sets of 
recommendation and suggestions 

July 2018 Bilateral Progress 
Meeting/Stakeholder meeting to 
agree on aspects with regards to 
spawning season, biological data, 
migration patterns of mackerels, 
anchovies and neritic tuna – 

Draft management plan  
for mackerels, anchovies and 
neritic tuna (kawakawa and 
long-tail) disseminated and 
further developed with sets of 
recommendation and 
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addressed in the joint fisheries 
management plan for Southern 
Andaman. 
 
By this group or the other (MCS) group 
(or both) include landing data, species 
composition and fishing effort, closed 
seasons, restricted areas/zones and gear 
restrictions as well as social aspect: 
 
TWG/FP and NTG (MCS) together with 
SEAFDEC will organize the national 
stakeholder meeting to disseminate the 
draft management plan to stakeholder for 
their acknowledgement andas applicable 
suggest revisions and/or additions to the 
Southern Andaman Management Plan 
and the establishment of trilateral MCS 
Committee. 

provided by stakeholders including landing data, species 
composition and fishing effort, closed 
seasons, restricted areas/zones and 
gear restrictions as well as social 
aspects to be addressed in the joint 
fisheries management plan 
 
TWG/FP and NTG (MCS) together 
with SEAFDEC will organize the 
national stakeholder meeting to 
disseminate the draft management 
plan to stakeholder for their 
acknowledgement and as applicable 
suggest revisions and/or additions to 
the Southern Andaman Management 
Plan and the establishment of 
trilateral MCS Committee.   

suggestions provided by 
stakeholders – including 
indications on how to improve 
the effectiveness of M, C and 
S in the Southern Andaman 
(and to strengthen existing 
arrangements) 

Trilateral meeting organized for the 
inception of joint Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Thailand Fisheries Management Plan 
for trans-boundary stocks and the 
establishment of the Southern Andaman 
Sea MCS Committee (linking to the 
other networks in the area) 

Agreements (in principle) by 
authorities on thejoint Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand Fisheries 
Management Plan for trans-
boundary stocks and the 
establishment of the Southern 
Andaman Sea MCS Committee 

October 2018 Trilateral meeting organized for the 
inception of joint Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Thailand Fisheries Management 
Plan for trans-boundary stocks and 
the establishment of the Southern 
Andaman Sea MCS Committee 
(linking to the other networks in the 
area) 

Agreements in principle by 
authorities on the joint 
Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand Fisheries 
Management Plan for trans-
boundary stocks and the 
establishment of the Southern 
Andaman Sea MCS 
Committee 

Implementation of the Joint Southern 
Andaman Sea (Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand) Fisheries Management Plan 
for mackerels, anchovies and neritic tuna 
(kawakawa and long-tail) together with 
follow up on the established MCS 
Coordinating Committee 

Reports on progress of 
management plan implementation 
  
Regular meetings held 

Throughout 
2019 

Implementation of the Joint 
Southern Andaman Sea (Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Thailand) Fisheries 
Management Plan for mackerels, 
anchovies and neritic tuna 
(kawakawa and long-tail) together 
with follow up on the established 
MCS Coordinating Committee 

Reports of progress of 
management implementation 
and activities by the MCS 
network at the MCS 
Coordinating Committee 
 
Regular meetings held 

Note 1: Capacity-building to be included/considered for officer of relevant agencies with regards to agreed cooperative actions 
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Institutions and agencies involved in M, C and S networking and coordination 

Southern Andaman Sea (from Nov 2017 working groups with additions) 

Indonesia Malaysia Thailand 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and 
Fisheries 
- DG Capture Fisheries 
- DG Marine Fisheries 

Surveillance 
- Belawan Fishing Port 
- Sibolga Fishing Port 
Provincial Office of North Sumatra 
Provincial Office of Banda Ache 
Special Task Force 115 
(coordinating body for Indonesia) 

Department of Fisheries 
Navy 
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement 
Agency (MMEA) Marine Police 
Fisheries Development Authority 
(FDAM)  
JBOM Committee (maritime task 
force Malaysia) 

Department of Fisheries 
Navy 
Marine Department 
Marine Police 
Port Authority 
Customs Department 
Labor Department  
Department for Marine and Coastal 
Resources (DMCR) 
Thai Maritime Enforcement  
Coordinating Center (Thai-MECC) 
(coordinating body for Thailand 

Existing bilateral and trilateral mechanisms (to be provided) 66 
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Annex 20 

 

CLOSING REMARKS 
 

By Dr. Kom Silapajarn, SEAFDEC Secretary-General 
 
Representatives from the South Andaman Sea Sub-region Countries (Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand); guests, colleagues from SEAFDEC; 
Ladies and Gentlemen; Good Afternoon! 
 
While this Consultation is coming to an end, it is my pleasure to join you at this important forum in 
the closing of this technical meeting of the Southern Andaman Sea Sub-region on Effective Fisheries 
Management between Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. Your presence showed a strong commitment 
to work towards improving the sustainable management of fisheries resources in this sub-region. 
 
I would like to thank all participants for sharing to date information on the status of fisheries 
resources. We also are grateful for your active participation and contribution during the discussion to 
find the possible of collaborative actions in order to manage fisheries resource in this sub-region. 
 
Lastly, please allow me to thank the SEAFDEC-Sweden Project for enabling SEAFDEC to organize 
this Meeting so that the countries in the Southern Andaman Sea Sub-region could strengthen sub-
regional and trans-boundary cooperation. I would also wish to thank the Meeting Secretariat for their 
support, technically and administratively, which contributed considerably to the success of the 
Meeting. 

Considering the success of our two-day Meeting, I now declare this Meeting closed.  

Ladies and gentlemen, once again, thank you to all for coming and I wish all of you safe journey back 
home to your countries and families. 

 

Thank you and Have a good day! 
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