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Annex 12The F is h e ry  In fo rm a tio n  

o f  

The D epartm en t o f  F is h e r ie s ,  T h a ila n d

by

Ms. Sumalee Y uk tanonda , C h ie f A d m in is t ra t iv e  O f f i c e r

The N a t io n a l In la n d  F is h e r ie s  I n s t i t u t e  

M iss Natha R a tta k a n o k p o rn , L ib r a r ia n ,  N a t io n a l In la n d  F is h e r ie s  I n s t i t u t e

In t r o d u c t io n

F is h e ry  in fo r m a t io n  in  T h a ila n d  c o u ld  be o b ta in e d  from  two 

m ain sources th a t  i s  th e  D epartm ent o f  F is h e r ie s ,  M in is t r y  o f  A g r ic u ltu re  

and C o o pe ra tives  and th e  F a c u lty  o f  F is h e r ie s ,  K a s e ts a r t  U n iv e r s i t y .  

B o th  in s t i t u t io n s  a re  n o t o n ly  p re p a re , c o l le c t  and p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  

and l i b r a r y  s e rv ic e s  on f is h e r y  aspects b u t a ls o  use th e  in fo rm a t io n  

as w e l l .

I n  th e  case o f  th e  Departm ent o f  F is h e r ie s ,  th e  re s p o n s ib le  

u n its  f o r  i t s  in fo r m a t io n  system  are  the  D ocum en ta tion  and In fo rm a t io n  

U n it  under th e  F is h e ry  E x te n s io n  D iv is io n  and th e  L ib r a r ie s . As fo r  the  

te c h n ic a l p a p e rs , th e  te c h n ic a l d iv is io n s  produced th a t  p a p e rs  w ill be 

th e  re s p o n s ib le  u n i t s .

Type o f  In fo rm a t io n  produced

V a r io u s  ty p e s  o f  in fo rm a tio n  a re  produced in  th e  Departm ent 

o f  F is h e r ie s  such as E x te n s io n  pamphlet's, M anua ls , N e w s le t te rs ,  Annual 

r e p o r ts ,  P ro c e e d in g s , T e c h n ic a l papers , O cc a s io n a l p a p e rs . T h a i F is h e r ie s  

G aze tte  e tc .
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Producers o f f is h e ry  in fo rm a tio n

1. The Documentation and In fo rm a tio n  U n it,  F ishery Extension

D iv is io n

The main fu n c tio n  o f th is  u n it  are to  disseminate f is h e ry  

in fo rm a tio n  and to  ca rry  out p u b lic  re la t io n  fo r  the Department o f F ishe ries  

through the va rious  media and p u b lic a tio n s . Thus a c t iv i t ie s  could be 

described as fo llo w s .

(1) p repa ra tion  o f press re lease  and press conferences, 

c o lle c t io n  and com p ila tion  o f news c lip p in g s  on 

f is h e r ie s  from d a ily  newspaper and p e r io d ic a ls  fo r  

c ir c u la t io n  to  the su p e rio r a d m in is tra to r

(2) P repara tion  o f Radio Broadcasting which inc lude 

w r it in g  a r t ic le s  on f is h e r ie s ,  tape record ing

(3) P repara tion  o f T e le v is io n  Broadeasting

(4) P repara tion  o f a r t ic le s  fo r  newspapers to  p u b lic iz e  

the accomplishment and a c t iv i t ie s  o f the Department

(5) Produce extension pamphlets on spec ia lized  
sub jects such as aquacu ltu re, f is h  processing 
and conservation fo r  free  d is t r ib u t io n  to  f is h  
farmers

(6) Produce Department o f F ishe ries  N ew sle tte r, a 

semi-monthly p u b lic a t io n , published fo r  
o f f i c ia ls  in  the Department to  in fo rm  them the 
a c t iv i t ie s  in  the Department. The N ew sletter is  
d is t r ib u te d  fre e  o f charge to  a l l  u n its  under 

the Department. SEAFDEC has p a r t ly  supported th is  
programe by c o n tr ib u tin g  P 10,000 annually
since 1981
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(7) Other p u b lic a tio n s  which are published on sp e c ia l 

occasions in c lu d in g  annual re p o rts .

2. Techn ica l D iv is io n s  covering freshw ater, brackishw ater 

marine, expora tion  and pos t-ha rve s t technology a lso produce the fo llo w in g  

in fo rm a tio n

(1) Techn ica l papers which cover re p o rt on research 

p ro je c ts  in  a l l  to p ics  in  the f ie ld  o f f is h e r ie s  

and those te c h n ic a l papers w i l l  be published by 

in d iv id u a l te c h n ic a l d iv is io n s  and in s t i tu te s

(2) Proceedings which is  subsequent to te c h n ic a l 

conferences

(3) Manual : handbooks o f te c h n ic a l know-how in  

c e r ta in  areas

3. N a tiona l In land  F ish e rie s  In s t i tu te  (N IFI) is  assigned 

to  undertake the fo llo w in g  a c t iv i t ie s  : -

(1) P u b lic a tio n  o f Thai F ish e rie s  Gazette which is  the 

bi-m onthy jo u rn a l issued by the Department o f F ishe rie s  

since 1948, conta ins a r t ic le s  on va rious aspects

on f is h e r ie s ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  on Thai f is h e r ie s .  The 

annual s u b s c r ip tio n  ra te  is  2 60 fo r  Thai O f f ic ia ls  

and US $ 25 ( in c lu d in g  postage) fo r  overseas subseribers.

(2) Techn ica l papers which cover to p ic  in  the f ie ld  o f 

f is h e r ie s  undertaken by N IF I.
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L ib ra r ie s  Services

At present the re  are fo u r l ib r a r ie s  in  the Department o f 

F ish e rie s . Two l ib r a r ie s  loca ted  in  Bangkok a t the N a tio n a l In land 

F ishe ries  In s t i t u te  (N IF I) and a t the Marine F ishe ries  D iv is io n . One 

located in  Phuket a t the Marine B io lo g ic a l Center (PMBC) and another 

one a t the N a tio n a l In s t i t u t e  fo r  Coastal Aquaculture (NICA). These 

l ib r a r ie s  work independently but in  the near fu tu re  when the  reo rgan iza tion  

o f the Department is  completed there  w i l l  be o n ly  one C en tra l l ib ra r y  

loca ted  in  Bangkok but the o th e r two a t PMBC and NICA s t i l l  open to 

p rovide in fo rm a tio n  on new technology and te c h n ic a l knowledge to  the 

research personnel working in  those  research in s t itu te s  Each l ib ra r y  

w i l l  concentrate on each f ie ld  but the working system is  s im ila r ly  tha t 

is  to  p rov ide  l ib r a r y  se rv ices and f is h e ry  in fo rm a tio n  se rv ice s . They 

c o lle c t  in fo rm a tio n  on f is h e r ie s  and o the r re la te d  f ie ld s  in  the form 

o f books, jo u rn a ls , te c h n ic a l re p o rts , annual re p o rts , r e p r in t ,  pamphlets 

theses and d is s e r ta t io n s . Services w i l l  be given to  f is h e ry  o f f ic e rs ,  

research personne l, f is h e ry  extension workers lo c a l f is h  farmers, 

students and o th e r in te re s te d  in d iv id u a l .  Type o f serv ices are regu la r 

c ir c u la t io n ,  in te r l ib r a r y  loan , re ference se rv ic e , cu rren t awareness, 

c ir c u la t io n  o f new p e r io d ic a ls  and accession l i s t .

Thai F ish e rie s  In fo rm a tion  System (THAIFIS)

1. Background

The Thai F ishe ries  In fo rm a tio n  System (THAIFIS) was estab lished  w ith  

the support and assistance from the Southeast Asian F ish e rie s  Development 

Center (SEAFDEC) under the Southeast Asian F ishe ries  In fo rm a tion  System 

P ro jec t (SEAFIS). Under th is  network, THAIFIS would coord ina te  w ith
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SEAFDEC S e c re ta ria t in  com p iling  and exchanging f is h e ry   in fo rm a tio n  both 

w ith in  and ou ts ide  the re g io n .

During 12-14 December 1984, a workshop on the Thai F ish e rie s  In fo rm a tion  

System was organized by the  SEAFDEC S e c re ta ria t in  Bangkok to  form ulate 

a long term plan fo r  the estab lishm ent and opera tion  o f a n a tio n a l 

f is h e ry  in fo rm a tion  network as an in te g ra l p a rt o f the SEAFIS. The 

workshop has agreed th a t the  L ib ra ry  o f the N a tiona l In land  F ishery 

In s t i tu te  (N IFI) o f the Tha i Department o f F ishe ries  would serve as 

the N ationa l Center fo r  THAIFIS. Consequently, N IFI L ib ra ry  was designated 

as the n a tio n a l fo c a l p o in t on th a i  f is h e r ie s  in  1985. A t p resen t, 

the system has s ix te e n  p a r t ic ip a t in g  l ib r a r ie s .  The l i s t  o f the  l ib ra r ie s  

is  appended to  th is  paper.

2. Operation

The f i r s t  a c t iv i t y  c a rr ie d  out by THAIFIS was to  c o lle c t  and 

compile e x is t in g  l i t e r a tu r e ,  bo th  published and unpublished, on the 

aquatic  resources and the f is h e r ie s  o f Thailand. The b ib lio g ra p h ic  

c i ta t io n  system was developed fo r  com puterization w ith  the assistance 

o f Mr. Ronald Needham, E d ito r  in  C hie f o f the Aquatic Sciences and F ishe ries  

A bstracts (ASFA) who served as SEAFIS P ro je c t Advisor a t th a t tim e.

THAIFIS has requested the  cooperation from the p a r t ic ip a t in g  

l ib ra r ie s  in  subm itting  th e ir  a c q u is it io n s  l i s t  and s lip s  o f new 

a r r iv a ls  fo r  in c lu s io n  in  the THAIFIS A cqu is tion  L is t .

However, due to  budgetary c o n s tra in t, l im ite d  personnel and lack  

o f knowledge in  com pu te riza tion , SEAFDEC has assisted  N IF I in  paying 

fo r  a temporary l ib r a r ia n  to  work w ith  the N IF I l ib ra r ia n  and a lso funded 

fo r  operating supp lies  and equipment during the beginning p e rio d .
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3. Service

The f i r s t  b ib lio g ra p h y  produced by THAIFIS is  "Thai F ishe ries  

B ib liog raphy 1981-1985" which conta ins m a te ria ls  on aqua tic  resources 

and f is h e r ie s  issued during  the period  s ta ted . The next volume covering 

the years 1976 to  1980 is  s t i l l  in  p r in t .  I t  is  hoped th a t another volume 

o f the b ib lio g ra p h y  con ta in ing  l i te ra tu re s  published before  1976 w i l l  

be compiled and p r in te d  in  the near fu tu re .

THAIFIS A c q u is it io n  L is t  is  issued b i-m on th ly  con ta in ing  t i t l e s  

o f new a r r iv a ls  on aquacu lture  and fis h e r ie s  o f Thailand o f the s ix teen  

p a r t ic ip a t in g  l ib r a r ie s .

The documents are prepared fo r  the use o f academician, research 

workers, and in te re s te d  persons in  searching fo r  l i t e r a tu r e  on f is h e r ie s  

o f Thailand and re la te d  f ie ld s .

4. Future P ro jec ts

4.1 Com pilation o f d ire c to ry  on f is h e r ie s  trade in  T ha iland  to 

c o lle c t  names o f ha tchery, exporters and lo c a l s a le rs , f is h

feed m anufacturers, lo c a l d is t r ib u to rs  and frozen fis h e r ie s

exporters e tc .

4.2 Establishm ent o f a data base on f is h e r ie s  in fo rm a tion  

resources in  Tha iland, to  c o lle c t  names and addresses 

o f o rg a n iza tio n s , agencies, and in d iv id u a ls .

4.3 Establishment o f a data base on sp e c ia lize d  sub jects on 

f is h e r ie s  o f Thailand to  a s s is t the researchers and academicians 

in  searching fo r  research top ics  and fo r  problems so lv in g .
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From tim e to  tim e, THAIFIS has received in q u ir ie s  on these sub jects 

but unable to  provide  accurate  in fo rm a tio n . There fore , these p ro je c ts  

would serve the requirem ent o f the users, whether they are businessmen, 

researchers, o r laymen.

5. Problems

5.1 Lack o f P u b lic i ty

THAIFIS is  no t w id e ly  known because the in fo rm a tio n s  are 

published  in  E ng lish  language so the re  are l im ite d  number 

o f users. Thus the  serv ices o f THAIFIS are no t f u l l y  u t i l iz e d .

5.2 Lack o f Personnel

N IF I L ib ra ry  which serves as the n a tio n a l cen te r fo r  THAIFIS 

has on ly  one l ib r a r ia n  who is  a lready occupied w ith  the work 

o f the L ib ra ry . A temporary l ib r a r ia n  was h ire d  on ly  fo r  a 

sho rt period  a t the  beginning o f the  o p e ra tio n . Th is m atte r 

is  being solved by requesting fo r  assistance from the o the r 

two l ib ra r ia n s  o f the Department o f F is h e rie s . A tra in in g  

Programme was convened fo r  the two l ib ra r ia n s  so th a t they 

could perform  the tasks fo r  THAIFIS.

5.3 Budget C onstra in t

N IF I L ib ra ry , the fo c a l p o in t o f the System is  on ly  a u n it  in  

the N a tiona l In la nd  F ish e ries  In s t i t u te  which is  the research 

in s t i t u te  so major p o r tio n  o f the budget w i l l  be used fo r  

research work and the l ib ra r y  rece ives very l im ite d  funding 

support so some programme could not be developed as. planned
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Although THAIFIS faces w ith  the afore-m entioned problems, 

i t  has t r ie d  i t s  best to  f u l f i l l  i t s  o b je c tiv e s . I t  is  hoped 
th a t w ith  the s trong  support o f SEAFDEC and o f  the Department, 
the THAIFIS cou ld  be strengthened to  perform  i t s  tasks 
c o m p le te ly  and p rov ide  more serv ices to  the  users.
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L is t  o f  P a r t ic ip a t in g  L ib ra r ie s  to  THAIFIS APPENDIX

L ib ra ry

Bank o f A g r ic u ltu re  & A g r ic u ltu ra l Cooperatives 
469 Nakhon Sawan Road 
D u s it, Bangkok .10300 
Thailand

L ib ra ry  and Documentary Service Di v i s i on 
N a tiona l Research Council o f Thailand 
Bangkhen, Bangkok 10900 
Thailand

Thai N a tiona l Documentation Centre 
196 Phahonyothin Road 
Bangkhen, Bangkok 10900 
Thailand

Academic Resource Center 
Chulalongkorn U n iv e rs ity  
Phyathai Road 
Bangkok 10500 
Thailand

Main L ib ra ry  
K asetsart U n iv e rs ity  
Phahonyothin Road 
Bangkhen, Bangkok 10903 
Thailand

L ib ra ry
F acu lty  o f F ishe ries  
Kasetsart U n iv e rs ity  
Phahonyothin Road, Bangkhen 
Bangkok 10903 
Thailand
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Main L ib ra ry  
Ramkhamhaeng U n iv e rs ity  
Ramkhamhaeng Road, Huamark 
Bangkok 10240 
Thailand

Main L ib ra ry  
Thammasart U n iv e rs ity  
Taphrachan Road, Phranakorn 

Bangkok 10200 
Thailand

L ib ra ry

Facu lty  o f Economics 

Thammasat U n iv e rs ity  
Taphrachan Road, Phranakorn 
Bangkok 10200 
Thailand

L ib ra ry
S rin a kh a rin w iro t U n iv e rs ity  

Eastern Campus, Bangsaen 

Chonburi 20131 
Thailand

In s t i tu te  o f Marine Science 
S rin a kh a rin w iro t U n iv e rs ity  
Bangsaen, Chonburi 20131 
Thailand

L ib ra ry  
FAO Regional O ffic e  fo r  Asia and the P a c ific  
Maliwan Mansion 
39 Phra A t i t  Road 
Bangkok 10200 
Thailand
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F a cu lty  o f N atura l Resources 
P rince  o f Songkla U n iv e rs ity  
H a tya i, Songkla 90110 
Thailand

Mekong Documentation Centre 
Mekong S e c re ta ria t 
P ibultham  V i l la ,  Kasatsuk Bridge 
Bangkok 10500 

Thailand

Phuket Marine B io lo g ic a l Centre 
P.O. Box 60 
Phuket Province 83000 
Thailand

Marine F isheries D iv is io n  

89/1 Chareonkrung Road 
Yanawa Bangkok 10120 
Thailand


