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REPORT OF THE FIRST REGIONAL TECHNICAL CONSULTATION ON  

FISHERY STATISTICS AND INFORMATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 

 

21–22 September 2021, Online Meeting 

 

**************************** 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1. The “First Regional Technical Consultation on Fishery Statistics and Information in Southeast 

Asia” was organized through the online platform from 21 to 22 September 2021. The Consultation was 

attended by members of the ASEAN Network on Fishery Statistics and/or representatives from the ASEAN 

Member States (AMSs), namely: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam. The Consultation was also attended by a representative 

from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the SEAFDEC Secretary-

General, Deputy Secretary-General, senior officials of the SEAFDEC Secretariat, and staff of the 

SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments, namely: TD, AQD, MFRDMD, and IFRDMD working on fisheries 

data/information collection and utilization. The List of Participants appears as Annex 1. 

I. OPENING OF THE CONSULTATION 

2. The SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary-General Mr. Koichi Honda welcomed the participants to the 

Meeting. He reiterated that this Consultation is the first in a series of Consultations to be organized by 

SEAFDEC with the aim of revising the “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia.” He 

recalled that the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia, which was developed more 

than a decade ago, has served as basis for SEAFDEC in compiling the fishery statistics from the AMSs and 

annual publication of the “Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia.” He also mentioned that since FAO 

has recently facilitated the development of new statistics standards, definitions, and classifications at the 

global level, it is therefore necessary for SEAFDEC and the AMSs to harmonize the Regional Framework 

with such new development accordingly. Although this Consultation is being organized online due to the 

COVID-19 situation, he encouraged the participants to share their views and suggestions in order that a 

clear direction in improving the Regional Framework would be achieved. He then declared the Consultation 

open. His Opening Remarks appears in Annex 2. 

II. BACKGROUND , OBJECTIVES, AND ARRANGEMENTS OF THE CONSULTATION 

3. The Consultation took note of the Background, Objectives, and Arrangements of the Consultation 

as presented by the SEAFDEC Secretariat. The Prospectus including the Agenda of the Consultation appears 

in Annex 3. 

III. INTRODUCTION ON REVISION OF THE REGIONAL FRAMEWORK OF FISHERY 

STATISTICS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA 

4. In the presentation made by the Senior Information Officer of SEAFDEC Secretariat, Ms. Saivason 
Klinsukhon on the “Revision of the Regional Statistics Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia,” 

which focused on the proposed revision of the Regional Framework as well as on the workplan and 

timeframe of the revision of the Regional Framework, she also indicated that additional statistics on fish 

processing and fish trade would be included in the future issues of the Statistical Bulletin. Her presentation 

appears as Annex 4. 

IV. COUNTRY PRESENTATIONS 

5. The Consultation took note of the presentations (Annexes 5–13) made by the representatives from 

the ASEAN Member States (AMSs), namely: Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam. The presentations of the respective 

countries include the statistics on fisheries and aquaculture production during 2015–2020, progress and 

issues on their respective national fishery statistics systems and submission of statistics to SEAFDEC, and 

fish processing and fish trade statistics in 2015–2020. 
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V. NEW AND UPDATED GLOBAL FRAMEWORKS RELATED TO FISHERY STATISTICS 

6. The Consultation took note of the presentation made by the Senior Fisheries Officer (Statistics) of 

FAO, Ms. Stefania Vannuccini on the new and updated global frameworks related to fishery statistics (Annex 

14-15). She described the current global status and statistics of fisheries with emphasis on the critical role of 

statistics and main issues on data collection. Her presentation also highlighted the objectives and works of 

the Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) particularly the development and compilation 

of the “CWP Handbook on Fishery Statistical Standards,” with an improved online version which would be 

available soon. She also presented the other important efforts of the CWP, which include the revision of the 

International Standard Statistical Classification of Aquatic Animals and Plants (ISSCAAP), preliminary 

categorization of aquaculture farming methods, endorsement of the revised International Standard 

Classification of Fishing Vessels (ISSCFV), and establishment of five Task Groups as the intersessional 

work of CWP. She also underscored that new and effective ways of collecting data, monitoring targets, and 

measuring progress are significant factors in the success of the SDGs, and FAO as the custodian of four SDG 

indicators under Goal 14 has been developing different capacity building activities to support countries in 

particular for indicator 14.4.1. 

7. During the discussion, Ms. Stefania Vannuccini also informed the Consultation about the activities 

of the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Division in relation to the celebration of the International Year of 

Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture in 2022 (IYAFA 2022), including in addressing the issues on insufficient 

data and information on small-scale fisheries. She added that FAO has been collaborating with WorldFish 

and Duke University for the conduct of the study “Illuminating Hidden Harvests” which assesses the 

contributions, impacts, and drivers of small-scale fisheries globally, and explores deeper into the policy-

making processes and empowerment of fishing communities, and that the study will be published in 2022. 

8. In response to the query whether there are countries that adopt the bottom-top method of data 

collection (e.g. fishers report their catch to the government on a daily basis), Ms. Vannuccini mentioned that 

fishers in some countries are using electronic gadgets, including tablets, computers and smartphone apps to 

report capture fishery data by species also on a daily basis as well as some countries are adopting other 

technologies including vessel monitoring system (VMS). However, she also mentioned that the adoption of 

such modern technologies is still rather limited. Providing additional information, the representative from 

SEAFDEC indicated that SEAFDEC has been promoting the community-based fisheries management as 

means of improving data collection from small-scale and inland fisheries. 

VI. DISCUSSION 

6.1 Revision of the “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia” and 

“Explanatory Notes of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia” (general parts) 

9. The Consultation took note of the proposed revision of the general parts of the “Regional Framework 

for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia” and “Explanatory Notes of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of 

Southeast Asia” (Annex 16) as presented by Ms. Saivason Klinsukhon. 

10. After the discussion, the Consultation agreed with the revised parts of the Regional Framework for 

Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia and Explanatory Notes of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast 

Asia (Annex 17) which include the use of exchange rate of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for the 

conversion of national currencies to USD, and the changes in geographical marine sub-areas of Brunei 

Darussalam, Malaysia, and Myanmar. The concerned countries were therefore requested to provide their 

respective maps indicating the new marine sub-areas to the SEAFDEC Secretariat.  

6.2 Regional Compilation of Fish Processing Statistics 

11. The Consultation noted the proposed inclusion of fish processing statistics in the Fishery Statistical 

Bulletin (Annex 18) as presented by Ms. Saivason Klinsukhon, and acknowledged the information shared 

by the AMSs on the availability of their respective data on the number of processing establishments and 

volume of production by processed commodities (Annex 19). 



1st Regional Technical Consultation on Fishery Statistics and Information in Southeast Asia, 21-22 September 2021 

3 
 

12. After the discussion, the Consultation agreed to the corresponding revised text to be incorporated 

in the Regional Framework, and the Table to be used for compiling the statistics on fish processing (Annex 

20) from the AMSs in the future.  

6.3 Regional Compilation of Fish Trade Statistics 

 

13. After noting the proposed compilation of the fish trade statistics in the Fishery Statistical Bulletin 

of Southeast Asia (Annex 21) as presented by Ms. Saivason Klinsukhon, the respective AMSs provided 

information on their top 15 exported and imported commodities (Annex 22). Considering that the AMSs 

have different priority commodities for trade, each AMS should be able to report their respective priority 

commodities instead of reporting the regional common commodities. 

14. After the discussion, the Consultation agreed to the corresponding revised text to be incorporated 

in the Regional Framework, and the Tables to be used for compiling the statistics on fish trade (Annex 23). 

15. With regard to the table on “Exports by Commodities” and “Imports by Commodities,” the 

Consultation was informed that FAO is currently compiling the statistics from countries using the “Form 

for reporting statistics on international trade of fishery and aquaculture commodities (FISHSTAT-FTR).” 

In this connection, the AMSs asked SEAFDEC to communicate with FAO to share the data of the countries 

that provided the required statistics to FAO.  

VII. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

16. After noting that this is the first in the series of Consultations aimed at harmonizing the Regional 

Framework, this Consultation acknowledged that subsequent consultations would be organized in the 

following years to address other issues relevant to revision of the Regional Framework, and that the revised 

Regional Framework would be submitted to the SEAFDEC Council for approval. 

17. Moreover, after this Consultation, the AMSs are requested to try filling up the Tables using the data 

available in their respective countries, and if problems are encountered, this could be raised during the next 

Consultation for further discussion.   

18. The Consultation also raised the following specific recommendations for improving the Regional 

Framework which would be discussed during the future Consultations: 

• Updating of the definition of terms by the respective AMSs, e.g. small-scale fisheries (as 

suggested by Thailand) 

• Categorization of fish workers and fish farmers as “national workers” and “foreign workers” 

(as suggested by SEAFDEC) 

• Expansion of statistics on ornamental fishes to cover additional species, e.g. ornamental 

aquatic plants (as suggested by Malaysia) 

• Categorization of inland fishing areas (04) by habitats (as suggested by Cambodia), but the 

availability of data from other concerned AMSs should be considered 

• Inclusion of data on per capita fish consumption of the respective AMSs (as suggested by 

Cambodia) 

 

19. With regard to updating the national focal persons on fishery statistics, SEAFDEC would send 

letters to Myanmar, Malaysia, and Philippines requesting their respective new nominations, while Brunei 

Darussalam, Indonesia, and Singapore would inform SEAFDEC on the name and contact details of their 

respective new national focal persons. 

VIII. CLOSING OF THE CONSULTATION 

20. The SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary-General, Mr. Koichi Honda, expressed appreciation to all 

participants for sharing their views and recommendations during the discussion. He expressed the hope that 

revising the Regional Framework would contribute to the improvement of statistics not only for compilation 

by SEAFDEC at the regional level but also for the respective AMSs. Furthermore, he looked forward to 

having closer collaboration and cooperation between SEAFDEC and the AMSs throughout the series of 
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Consultations in the future. He then declared the Consultation closed. His Closing Remarks appears as 

Annex 24. 
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Annex 2 

 

OPENING REMARKS 

 

Mr. Koichi Honda,  

SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary-General 

 

Representatives from the ASEAN Member States, 

Representative from Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

My colleagues from SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Morning! 

 

First of All, I would like to welcome all of you to the “First Regional Technical Consultation on Fishery 

Statistics and Information in Southeast Asia.” This Consultation is the first in a series of Consultations that 

will be organized by SEAFDEC with the aim of revising the “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of 

Southeast Asia.” It is fortunate that although this RTC has been postponed from the original schedule in July 

due to the COVID situation in Thailand, but the restriction measures of the Government has recently been 

released for some activities, and thus we can have this RTC organized today. 

 

The “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia” was developed more than a decade ago 

and used by SEAFDEC as basis for compilation of fishery statistics from ASEAN Member States and 

publishing a Regional Statistics Bulletin annually. However, as there have been subsequent development of 

new statistics standards at the global level by FAO, as well as the needs to improve regional compilation of 

fishery statistics, there becomes a need for SEAFDEC and countries in the region to improve the Regional 

Statistics Framework correspondingly. 

 

It is therefore a task for all of you here, to share your views and suggestions, and to help us improve the 

Statistics Framework to meet with multi-fold objectives – one is to serve as the minimum requirement for 

countries in developing or improving national statistics system in harmonization with global and regional 

norms and standards that could help facilitate sharing and exchanging of data among countries; and another 

objective to serve as framework or skeleton for SEAFDEC in compiling annual fishery statistics data from 

countries in the future. 

 

Although this Consultation has to be organized online, I really hope that you can thoroughly go through 

discussions under several topics and come up with clear direction for the future works. Without taking too 

much time, I would like to declare this Regional Technical Consultation open.   

 

Thank you so much, have a good day! 
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Annex 3 

 

AGENDA 

 

Agenda 1. Opening of the Consultation by Deputy Secretary-General 

  

Agenda 2.  Background, Objectives and Arrangements of the Consultation 

 

Agenda 3.  Introduction on Revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast  

                           Asia  

 

Agenda 4.  Country Presentations  

• Brunei Darussalam 

• Cambodia 

• Indonesia 

• Lao PDR 

• Malaysia 

• Myanmar 

• Philippines 

• Singapore 

• Thailand 

• Viet Nam 

 

Agenda 5.  New and Updated Global Frameworks Related to Fishery Statistics 

 

Agenda 6.  Discussion  

6.1      Revision of the “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia” and 

“Explanatory Notes of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia” (general 

parts) 

6.2      Regional Compilation of Fish Processing Statistics 

6.3      Regional Compilation of Fish Trade Statistics 

 

Agenda 7.    Conclusion and Recommendations 

 

Agenda 8.    Closing of the Consultation by Deputy Secretary-General 
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Annex 4 

 

REVISION OF REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR FISHERY STATISTICS  

OF SOUTHEAST ASIA 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

 

SEAFDEC has been undertaking initiatives in compiling fishery statistics from the Member Countries 

bordering the South China Sea Areas since 1978. Harmonization of data is an important issue in order to 

facilitate compilation and exchange of fishery statistics at various levels, i.e. regional and international levels. 

To facilitate such compilation and exchange of statistics, SEAFDEC developed the “Regional Framework 

for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia”, i.e. to harmonize “standard definitions and classifications” with the 

international standards, and on “area of coverage” and “statistical usage” to be consistent with the areas of 

competence of SEAFDEC. The Framework has been using for the compilation of fishery statistics from the 

Southeast Asian countries to SEAFDEC since 2008. While the Framework of Fishery Statistics of Southeast 

Asia would be beneficial to the countries as this could be used as a guide to facilitate a long-term improvement 

of their fishery statistics at the national level; the Framework is also envisaged to serve as a comprehensive 

guide on the “Minimum Requirement” for the Southeast Asian in the development/improvement of national 

fishery statistics to support sustainable fisheries management and policy planning. In addition, as the 

Framework is harmonized with the international standards, classifications and definitions, it would also be 

used as a coordinated structure to facilitate the compilation and sharing statistics and information from 

Member Countries and contribute to the analysis fishery statistics and information in order to provide a clearer 

picture on the fishery sector at the regional and global levels. 

 

Nevertheless, after 2008, there are still more development of new standards by the FAO Coordinating 

Working Party (CWP) on Fishery Statistics. In August 2017, SEAFDEC organized the “Regional Technical 

Consultation (RTC) on Fishery Statistics and Information in Southeast Asia”, where the Southeast Asian 

countries were updated with the recent development by the CWP of new global frameworks related to fishery 

statistics. During the RTC, the initial recommendations were provided to the participants on the new CWP 

standards. It was agreed that after the adoption of the new CWP standards (i.e. at the 26th Session of the 

Coordinating Working Party (CWP) on Fishery Statistics in 2019), SEAFDEC should organize a meeting 

among the members of the ASEAN Network on Fishery Statistics to revise the Regional Framework for 

Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia. Other areas for improving regional fishery statistics were also discussed 

and agreed upon during the RTC, e.g. inclusion of statistics on fish trade and fish processing. 

 

SEAFDEC therefore proposed during the SEAFDEC Program Committee at its 42nd Meeting in 2019, and 

the SEAFDEC Council at its 52nd Meeting in 2020 for revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery 

Statistics of Southeast Asia, the proposal of which was supported by the SEAFDEC Council. 

 

II. REVISION OF THE REGIONAL STATISTICS FRAMEWORK   

 

In line with the recommendations for revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast 

Asia as suggested by the RTC in 2017 which was subsequently supported by the SEAFDEC Council,  

SEAFDEC plans organize a series of RTCs with the participation of representatives from the ASEAN 

Member States and representative from FAO to gather views/inputs for revision of the Regional Framework 

for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia, as well as to discuss some areas for improvement/incorporation in 

the Fishery Statistics Bulletin produced by SEAFDEC with data inputs from the AMSs. 

 

The content of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia, with issues for possible 

revision shown in underlined text, are as follows: 

 

I Background and Importance 

II Purpose and Usage 

 2.1 Minimum Requirement for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia 

 2.2 Framework of Inputs for the Development of International Norms and Standards 
 2.3 Facilitate Sharing of Fishery Information 

III Coverage 

 3.1 Statistics Coverage 
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 3.2 Geographical Coverage 

 3.3 Fishery Structure and Sub-sectors 

3.3.1 Statistics on Capture Fisheries 

3.3.1.1 Marine Capture Fishery 

• Coverage and Definition 

• Marine Capture Production  

o Production in quantity 

o Production in value 

o Production by species  

o Production by type of fishing gear 

o Fishing vessels 

o Fishing units 

3.3.1.2 Inland Capture Fishery 

• Coverage and Definition 

• Inland Capture Production  

o Production in quantity 

o Production in value 

o Production by species  

o Production by type of water bodies 

o Production by type of fisheries 

3.3.2 Statistics on Aquaculture 

• Coverage and Definition  

• Aquaculture Production 

o  Production in quantity 

o  Production in value 

o  Production by culture environment 

o  Production by species 

o    Production by methods of culture (e.g. ponds and tanks, enclosures and       

   pens, cages, etc.) 

o    Production by species of ornamental fishes 

o  Artificial seed production  

o  Aquaculture unit 

o  Area under culture 

3.3.3 Statistics on Fishers and Fish Farmers 

• Coverage and Definition  

• Classification of fishers and fish farmers (full-time, part-time, occasional) 

• Number of fishers and fish farmers by gender 

3.3.4 Statistics on Fish Price 

• Coverage 

• Definition of Price 

• Unit of Price  

3.3.5 Statistics on Fish Processing 

• Coverage  

• Classification and Definition 

• Counting principles for the number of processing establishments 

• Quantity 

3.3.6 Statistics on Fish trade (export and import) 

• Coverage  

• Classification and Definition 

• Quantity and Value 

 

IV List of Appendices 

 1. Classification of Fishing Areas (based on FAO Major Fishing Areas as adopted in 2015) 

 2. Classification of Small-scale and Commercial Fisheries 
 3. List of Aquatic Animals and Plant (based on International Standard Statistical 

Classification of Aquatic Animals and Plants (ISSCAAP) will be adopted in 2020 or 2021) 
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 4. Classification of Fishing Gears (based on International Standard Statistical Classification 

of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG) (adopted by 25CWP in 2016)) 

 5. Classification of Fishing Vessels (based on International Standard Statistical Classification 

of Fishery Vessels (ISSCFV)) 

 6. Classification of Aquaculture and Capture Fisheries Practices (the updated version will be 

adopted in 2020 or 2021) 

 7. Classification of Fishers and Fish Farmers (based on ISCO-88 International Standard 

Classification of Occupations) 

 8. Classification of Fishery Commodities for Export and Import Statistics (based on 

International Standard Statistical Classification on Fishery Commodity (version: July 

2019)) 

 

The Series of Regional Technical Consultation on Fishery Statistics and Information 

 

The series of RTC Topics 

The 1st RTC Revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast 

Asia 

• Background and Importance 

• Purpose and Usage 

- Minimum Requirement for Fishery Statistics of Southeast 

Asia 

- Frameworks of Inputs for the Development of International 

Norms and Standards 

- Facilitate Sharing of Fishery Information 

• Coverage 

- Statistical Coverage 

- Geographical Coverage 

- Statistics on Fish Processing  

➢ Coverage and Classification 

➢ Fish Processing Establishment and Production 

- Statistics on Fish trade 

➢ Coverage and Classification 

➢ Export of Fishery Commodities 

➢ Import of Fishery Commodities 

➢ Data Source 

 

Explanatory Notes of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia 

(general part) 

• General Notes 

- Data Sources 

- Incomplete Data 

- Time Reference 

- Unit of Measurement 

The 2nd RTC Revision of the Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast 

Asia (possible to separate two RTCs) 

• Marine Capture Production 

• Inland Capture Production 

• Aquaculture 

• Fish and Fish Farmers 

• Producer Price 

The 3rd RTC • Finalizing the revision of Regional Framework 

• Monitoring the new questionnaires 
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III. WORKPLAN AND TIMEFRAME 

 

 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

Activity 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

• Seeking support on the proposed 

revision of Regional Framework 

of Fishery Statistics of Southeast 

Asia at the 52CM  

                   

• The First RTC to gather inputs 

for revision of the Regional 

Framework of Fishery Statistics 

of Southeast Asia and 

Harmonization of Questionnaires 

of Statistics 

                   

• The Second RTC to gather inputs 

for revision of Regional 

Framework of Fishery Statistics 

of Southeast Asia and 

Harmonization of Questionnaires 

of Statistics 

                   

• Accommodating inputs for 

development of revised draft 

Regional Framework of Fishery 

Statistics of Southeast Asia 

                   

• The Third RTC for Revision of 

Regional Framework of Fishery 

Statistics of Southeast Asia and 

Harmonization of Questionnaires 

and Mechanism for Reporting of 

Statistics  

                   

• Seeking approval and 

endorsement of the revised 

Regional Framework of Fishery 

Statistics of Southeast Asia by 

the Council 

                   

• Publishing of the Revised 

Regional Framework of Fishery 

Statistics of Southeast Asia 

                   

 

IV. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE CONSULTATION 

 

Consultation is requested to: 

 

1. Provide suggestions and recommendations for improving the Regional Framework for Fishery 

Statistics of Southeast Asia; and 

2. Take note the workplan and timeframe on the revision of Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics 

of Southeast Asia.
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COUNTRY PRESENTATION: BRUNEI DARUSSALAM 
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COUNTRY PRESENTATION: CAMBODIA 
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COUNTRY PRESENTATION: INDONESIA 
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COUNTRY PRESENTATION: MALAYSIA 
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COUNTRY PRESENTATION: MYANMAR 
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COUNTRY PRESENTATION: PHILIPPINES 
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Annex 16 

 

REVISION OF THE “REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR FISHERY STATISTICS OF 

SOUTHEAST ASIA” AND “EXPLANATORY NOTES OF THE FISHERY STATISTICAL 

BULLETIN OF SOUTHEAST ASIA” (GENERAL PARTS) 

 

 

A. REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR FISHERY STATISTICS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA 

 

This part of the document is based on “topic I - topic III 3.2” of the “Regional Framework For Fishery 

Statistics of Southeast Asia” which was adopted by the SEAFDEC Council during its 40th Meeting in 2008, 

and includes some amendments proposed by SEAFDEC and inserted as underlined text. It should be noted 

that the remaining parts of the document, i.e. topic III 3.3 onwards would be discussed during the 

subsequent RTCs (planned in 2022 and 2023) in order to complete the revision of the whole “Regional 

Framework.”  

 

I. BACKGROUND AND IMPORTANCE OF THE REGIONAL FRAMEWORK 

 

In Southeast Asia, the importance of fishery statistics has been widely accepted as a tool in providing the 

basic foundation that is crucial to the formulation of national fisheries policies as well as national 

management frameworks and actions or even as basis for understanding the status and condition of the fishery 

resources. As basic structures to facilitate development planning and management of fisheries, the fishery 

statistical items and data set collected by countries could vary based on the priority needs and objectives of 

the countries. In addition, the complexity or extent of the respective countries’ national fishery statistical 

systems including the frameworks for collecting the national fishery statistics also depend on available 

resources, i.e. financial, institutional and human capacity. 

 

In order to consolidate the factors that could minimize the differences in the current national statistical 

systems of the countries in Southeast Asia, SEAFDEC has initiated the revision of the Regional Framework 

so that this could better serve as a basic requirement (minimum requirement) for compiling fishery statistics 

and information that could be easily achieved by the countries in the region. Moreover, the need to strengthen 

and improve the countries’ national fishery statistics has been highlighted in the regional policy of the 

ASEAN and SEAFDEC, i.e. the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries 

for Food Security in the New Millennium (ResPoA 2001), the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of 

Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020 (RES&POA-2020), 

and the subsequent RES&POA-2030. SEAFDEC therefore considered it necessary to address the common 

issues, problems and constraints through regional cooperation and collective actions under a regional 

framework in order that this can serve as basis for development planning and management of the region’s 

fisheries. Furthermore, considering the recent developments in the fisheries sector of Southeast Asia, revision 

of the Regional Framework is deemed necessary to enhance the usefulness of the framework for fishery 

statistics for Southeast Asia.  

 

The compilation of fishery statistics in Southeast Asia has been regularly pursued by SEAFDEC since 1978 

initially through the publication “Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area.” However, the 

escalating situation in fisheries practices in the region and the new geo-political set-up of the ASEAN, has 

made it necessary to revise the existing framework of the regional fishery statistics and the usage of the 

Bulletin. In accordance with the policy directives given at the 36th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in 2004, 

the SEAFDEC Secretariat organized a series of Regional Technical Consultations (RTC) with the Member 

Countries to develop a new framework for fishery statistics of Southeast Asia. The draft new Regional 

Framework was endorsed by the SEAFDEC Council at its 37th Meeting in 2005. 

 

The draft of the new Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia developed by SEAFDEC 

was supported by the Member Countries at the RTC on Fishery Statistics and Information in December 2007. 

The Member Countries also agreed to adopt the new and improved framework as it contains the minimum 
requirements for the compilation national fishery statistics. The Regional Framework was endorsed by 

SEAFDEC Council at its 40th Meeting in April 2008 and subsequently, was also endorsed by the ASEAN 
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Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) at its 16th Meeting in May 2008. The new Regional 

Framework, which includes major changes in the “area of coverage” and “statistical usage” to be consistent 

with the areas of competence of SEAFDEC as well as on the “standard definitions and classifications” to be 

consistent with the current regional requirements, has also been harmonized with the international standards. 

The new Regional Framework would play the major role of enhancing the regional collaborative framework 

on fishery statistics to facilitate wider sharing of data and information, as well as of providing the necessary 

inputs for the compilation of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia produced by SEAFDEC 

starting in 2008 that replaced the Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area which was 

produced from 1978 to 2007. 

 

It should be noted that this revision of the Regional Framework is in line with the Plan of Action on 

Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2030 which was adopted in 2020 

and included the provision on the need to “Enhance regional fishery information systems and mechanisms to 

facilitate sharing, exchange and compilation of statistics and information required at the sub-regional and 
regional level, and apply where appropriate, regionally standardized definitions and classifications for 

statistical data to facilitate regional compilation, analysis, and data exchange.” Furthermore, considering 

that after the development of the Regional Framework in 2008 there have been several changes in global 

frameworks and standards related to fishery statistics as well as the inclusion of additional statistics to 

enhance the usage of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin compiled by SEAFDEC for the benefit of the region. 

The Regional Framework was therefore reviewed in consultation with the ASEAN Member States, and the 

revised version of the Regional Framework was adopted by the SEAFDEC Council at its 56th Meeting in 

2024 (to be finalized). 

 

II. PURPOSE AND USAGE 

 

The SEAFDEC Council at its 36th Meeting in 2004 deemed it necessary to improve the compilation of 

regional fishery statistics and directed the SEAFDEC Secretariat to revise the framework of the compilation 

considering the new geo-political set-up of the ASEAN, the changing situation of the region’s fisheries as 

well as the differences in the current national statistical systems. Thus, the new Framework was developed 

to focus on the basic requirements that can be possibly achieved by the countries in the region without putting 

much burden on the national agencies responsible for the collection and compilation of fishery statistics. 

Furthermore, it is also deemed necessary that the new framework is harmonized with those of relevant 

international norms and standards in order to facilitate statistics compilation, analysis, and data exchange not 

only within the region but also at the global level, as well as enhance the usage of the statistics to support 

policy planning and management of fisheries toward the sustainability. 

 

2.1  Minimum Requirements for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia 

 

As envisaged, the revision of the Regional Framework would give many benefits to the ASEAN countries. 

Since the Regional Framework is considered as the “Minimum Requirement for Fishery Statistics of 

Southeast Asia,” its adoption would be beneficial to the countries in the region as it could be used as guide 

that facilitates a long-term improvement of their fishery statistics at the national level, provides better 

understanding and clear picture of the fisheries sector specifically in terms of the minimum requirements of 

fishery statistics, and advocates the harmonized standards and definitions in order to correspond to regional 

requirements and conform with international standards. 
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2.2  Frameworks of Inputs for the Development of International Norms and Standards 

 

Since the revised and unified Regional Framework contains the minimum requirements for the compilation 

of fishery statistics as well as the standards embodying the regional requirements, it could also be used in 

gathering inputs for the international development of norms and standards for fishery statistics. 

Harmonization of standard definitions and classifications reflecting the multi-species/gear tropical fisheries 

nature of Southeast Asia would facilitate the sharing of fishery statistics and information in the region as well 

as contributing to similar development at the global level. Therefore, improvement of the framework as well 

as the standard definitions and classification of fishery statistics through the revision of the Regional 

Framework could very well support such endeavors. 

 

2.3  Enhanced Sharing of Fishery Information 

 

The standardized definitions and classification of fishery statistics under this Regional Framework could 

facilitate the sharing and exchange of fishery statistics and information among the countries in the region. 

Many countries in the region have already established their respective national fishery statistical standards. 

In some countries, such standards may have already been reviewed and improved to conform to the standards 

as well as definitions and classifications of fishery statistics at the international and regional levels such as 

those of the FAO and SEAFDEC. However, since this might not be the case for the other countries, 

harmonization of the varying systems is deemed necessary as this would eventually lead to the continuous 

sharing of fishery statistics and information in the region thus, contributing largely to the global effort of 

establishing the real picture of the fisheries in the whole world. 

 

III. COVERAGE 

 

3.1  Statistical Coverage 

 

The Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia covers the fishery statistics on Production; 

Fishing Vessels; Fishing Units; Fishers and Fish Farmers; Fish Price; Fish Processing; and Fish Trade. 

Production (landings) cover fishes, crustaceans, molluscs, seaweeds, and other aquatic animals and plants 

taken for all purposes (marine and inland capture fisheries and aquaculture) by all classes of fishing units and 

aquaculture activities operating in marine, brackishwater and freshwater areas, in appropriate geographical 

categories. 

 

3.2  Geographical Coverage 

 

The data also cover all production by commercial and small-scale fisheries and aquaculture activities in 

freshwater, brackishwater and marine waters from the designated FAO Fishing Area 57 (Indian Ocean, 

Easter), 71 (Pacific, Western Cetral), 61 (Pacific, Northwest), and 04 (Asia, Inland Water). 

 

The countries and sub-areas to be used in marine fishery statistics are shown in the table and map below. The 

sub-areas used in the Regional Framework are established in consistent with the FAO Fishing Areas, as 

shown in the detailed map and described in Appendix 1. 

 

Countries Sub-areas (adopted in 2008) Sub-areas (proposed change) 

Brunei Darussalam  Brunei Muara 

  Kuala Belait 

  Tutong 

  Temburing 

Cambodia   

Indonesia West Sumatra  

 South Java  

 Malacca Strait  

 East Sumatra  

 North Java  

 Bali-Nusa Tenggara  

 South-west Kalimantan  

 East Kalimantan  
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 South Sulawesi  

 North Sulawesi  

 Maluku-Papua  

Lao PDR   

Malaysia West Coast of Penisular Malaysia West Coast of Peninsular 

 East Coast of Penisular Malaysia East Coast of Peninsular 

 Sabah Sabah 

 Sarawak Sarawak 

  Labuan 

Myanmar  Taninthayi 

  Mon 

  Yangon 

  Rakhine 

  Ayeyarwady 

Philippines Luzon  

 Visayas  

 Mindanao  

Singapore   

Thailand Gulf of Thailand  

 Indian Ocean  

Timor Leste   

Viet Nam North Vietnam  

 Central Vietnam  

 Southeast Vietnam  

 Southeast Vietnam  

 

 
Map of Southeast Asian Countries and their sub-areas (map to be revised based on revised sub-areas) 

 

(Additional Parts of the Framework on 3.3.4 Statistics on Fish Processing; and 3.3.5 Statistics on Fish 

Trade would be discussed under sub-agenda:) 
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B. EXPLANATORY NOTES OF THE FISHERY STATISTICAL BULLETIN OF 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 

 

This part of the document is based on “topic I” of the current “Explanatory Notes” of the “Fishery 

Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia,” with some amendments proposed by SEAFDEC inserted as 

underlined text. The remaining part (topic II) of the Explanatory Notes would be modified by SEAFDEC 

corresponding to the relevant parts of the revised “Regional Framework” once this is finalized and adopted 

by the SEAFDEC Council. 

 

1. GENERAL NOTES 

 

1.1  Data Sources 

 

Data and information available from various sources could be used as inputs for the Fishery Statistical 

Bulletin. These include the data collected through statistical surveys, as well as records from government and 

semi-governmental organizations. In addition, data and information derived from new statistical techniques 

or small-scale surveys could also be used to provide inputs to the Fishery Statistical Bulletin. 

 

1.2 Incomplete Data 

 

Although it is desirable that standardized and complete data be supplied for the Fishery Statistical Bulletin; 

data that may not be entirely compatible with the coverage, definition and classification but could be useful 

should also be reported by the countries, provided that the extent of incompleteness is indicated as a footnote. 

 

1.3  Time Reference 

 

The reference period unit normally used in fishery statistics that will be compiled annually is the calendar 

year, the period between 1 January and 31 December of the reporting year. In cases where a country is unable 

to supply the statistics of the reporting year by the timeline as indicated, the latest data available may be 

given, provided that the year to which the data belongs is indicated in the space provided. 

 

1.4  Unit of Measurement 

 

Unit of measurement used in the Bulletin are standardized as follows: 

Fishery production statistics in quantity are reported in tonnes, except ornamental fish and reptiles which 

are reported in pieces or numbers. 

Fishery production statistics in value are reported in USD 1,000. 1 

Fish prices are reported in USD/kg 

 

1.5  Standard Symbols and Abbreviations 

 

The following standard symbols and abbreviations are used throughout the tables in the Fishery Statistical 

Bulletin: 

…  = Not available 

-  = Magnitude is zero or not applicable 

0  = Magnitude is insignificant, i.e. less than half of the measurement 

t  = tonnes 

USD 1,000 = 1,000 dollars in U.S. currency 

No.  = Number 

Q  = Quantity 

V  = Value 

 

 

                                                           
1  In reporting production in value, the amount reported in the national currencies should be converted to USD. Reference on 

the conversion from local currencies to a common standard should be based on the “ASEAN Statistical Yearbook” 
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IV. REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 

 

• To consider and provide comments on revised part of the Regional Framework For Fishery 

Statistics Of Southeast Asia (topic I - topic III 3.2) 

• To provide updated information on country’s Fishing Area (based on Appendix I) 

• To consider and provide comments on revised part of the Explanatory Notes of the Fishery 

Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia (topic I) 
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Appendix 1 of Annex 16 

 

CLASSIFICATION OF FIAHING AREAS 

 

The fishing areas of the Southeast Asian region, established for fishery statistical purposes, consist of inland 

and marine fishing areas, which is consistent with the definition and classification of capture fisheries. These 

are standardized in accordance with the FAO Major Fishing Areas, the boundaries of which were determined 

in consultation with international fishery agencies taking into account various considerations, including: 

 

(i) the boundary of national regions and the natural divisions of oceans and seas; 

(ii) the boundaries of adjacent statistical fisheries bodies already established in 

intergovernmental conventions and treaties; 

(iii) existing national practices; 

(iv) national boundaries; 

(v) the longitude and latitude grid system; 

(vi) the distribution of the aquatic fauna; and 

(vii) the distribution of the resources and the environmental conditions within an area. 

 

1. Inland Fishing Areas 

 

All inland waters of the Southeast Asian countries are identified under Area 04 (Asia, Inland Water). There 

is no sub-area for Asia (Fishing Area 04) that is recognized for the collection of catch and effort data for the 

Southeast Asian region. The data presented by Lao PDR, which is the sole landlocked country in the region, 

are therefore reported under Area 04 only. 

 

 
Area 04, Asia-Inland Waters 

 

 

 

2. Marine Fishing Areas 

 

The marine fishing areas of the Southeast Asian countries are identified under Area 57 (Indian Oceans, 

Eastern), Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) and Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest). Countries and their sub-areas 

to be used in marine fishery statistics are as follows: 
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Countries Sub-areas (adopted in 2008) FAO Marine 

Fishing Area 

SEAFDEC  

Sub-areas 

a) Brunei Darussalam  71 71i 

  71 71b 

b) Cambodia  57,71  

c) Indonesia West Sumatra 57 57e 

 South Java 57 57e 

 Malacca Strait 57,71 57d, 71k 

 East Sumatra 71 71k 

 North Java 71 71k 

 Bali-Nusa Tenggara 57 57f 

 South-west Kalimantan 71 71k 

 East Kalimantan 71 71k 

 South Sulawesi 71 71k 

 North Sulawesi 71 71k 

 Maluku-Papua 71 71k 

d) Malaysia  57,71  

 West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 57 57c 

 East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 71 71e 

 Sabah 71 71f 

 Sarawak 71 71g 

e) Myanmar  57 57a 

f) Philippines Luzon 71 71j 

 Visayas 71 71j 

 Mindanao 71 71j 

g) Singapore  71 71h 

h) Thailand Gulf of Thailand 71 71a 

 Indian Ocean 57 57b 

i) Timor Leste  57 57g 

j) Viet Nam North Vietnam 61 61a 

 Central Vietnam 61 61b 

 Southeast Vietnam 71 71c 

 Southeast Vietnam 71 71d 

 

Area 57 (Indian Ocean, Eastern) 

Under fishing area 57, marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing vessel, 

fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zone2 (EEZ) of each country. 

 

To facilitate the reporting of the fishery statistics by each concerned country, the fishing area 57 in the 

Southeast Asian region can be divided into 6 sub-areas, which correspond to the existing EEZs of Myanmar, 

Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. The sub-areas under area 57 are as follows: 

 

Sub-area 57 a: Marine fishing area of Myanmar 

Sub-area 57 b: Marine fishing area of Thailand (Indian Ocean) 

Sub-area 57 c: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia) 

Sub-area 57 d: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (Malacca Strait) 

Sub-area 57 e: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (West Sumatra and South Java) 

Sub-area 57 f: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (Bali-Nusa Tenggara) 

 

                                                           
2 Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is; (1) a zone under national jurisdiction (up to 200-nautical miles wide) declared in line with the 

provisions of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, within which the coastal State has the right to explore and 
exploit, and the responsibility to conserve and manage the living and non-living resources; and (2) the area adjacent to a coastal State 

which encompasses all waters between (a) the seaward boundary of that State, (b) a line on which each point is 200 nautical miles (370.40 

km) from the baseline of which the territorial sea of the coastal State is measured (except when other international boundaries need to be 
accommodated), and (c) the maritime boundaries agreed between that State and the neighboring states 
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Fishing areas 57, 71 and 67, with the respective Sub-areas 

 

Boundaries between Areas 57 and 71 

 

1. At the Strait of Malacca, the areas bounded by a line commencing from East Sumatra and across the 

strait at 2˚30΄N latitude to meet the West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. 

2. At the marine waters between Sumatra and Java, the areas bounded by a line commencing on the coast 

of Sumatra at the boundary between the District of Lampung Utara and the District of Lampung Selatan 

at 5˚31΄S latitude, 104˚33΄E longitude. The boundary is running along a rhomb line between Cape Tjuku 

Redak on the mainland of Sumatra and Cape Batu Kebucung on the Island of Tebuan to the position 

6°15’S latitude, 105°04’E longitude; then along a rhomb line between Cape Parat on the Island of 

Panaitan and the southeastern tip of the Island of Rakarta to the western coast of Java at the boundary 

between the District of Lebak and the District of Serang at 6°23’S latitude, 105°49’E longitude. 

3. At the marine waters of Java and Bali-Nusa Tenggara, the areas bounded by a line commencing from 

8°00’S latitude starting from the coast of South Java at Surabaya and running east to meet at 129°00’E 

longitude; thence running due south until meeting Northern coast of Australia. The area under the line 

is recognized as the fishing area 57 whereas those above the line are accepted as part of fishing area 71. 

 

 

 
Boundary line for the Areas 57 and 71 at the marine 
waters between Sumatra and Java 



Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

98 
 

 
Boundary line for the Area 57 and 71 at the marine waters of South Java  
and Bali-Nusa Tenggara 

 

Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) 

 

Under fishing area 71, marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing vessel, 

fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of each country. 

There are 8 Southeast Asian countries identified under fishing area 71 covering Brunei Darussalam, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam. To facilitate reporting of 

the fishery statistics by each concerned country, the fishing area can be divided into 11 sub-areas 

corresponding to the existing EEZ of these countries. The sub-areas under area 71 are as follows. 

 

Sub-area 71 a: Marine fishing area of Thailand (Gulf of Thailand) 

Sub-area 71 b: Marine fishing area of Cambodia 

Sub-area 71 c: Marine fishing area of Vietnam (Southwest Viet Nam) 

Sub-area 71 d: Marine fishing area of Vietnam (Southeast Viet Nam) 

Sub-area 71 e: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia) 

Sub-area 71 f: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (Sabah) 

Sub-area 71 g: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (Sarawak) 

Sub-area 71 h: Marine fishing area of Singapore 

Sub-area 71 i: Marine fishing area of Brunei Darussalam 

Sub-area 71 j: Marine fishing area of the Philippines (Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao) 

Sub-area 71 k: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (East Sumatra, North Java, Bali-Nusa Tenggara, 

South-West Kalimantan, East Kalimantan, South Sulawesi, North Sulawesi, 

Maluku-Papua) 

 
Sub-areas of Fishing Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) 
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Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest) 

 

Under fishing area 61, the marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing vessel, 

fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of each 

concerned country, although here, there is only one country identified under fishing area 61, which is Viet 

Nam. The fishing area 61 can be divided into 2 sub-areas as follows: 

 

Sub-area 61 a: Marine fishing area of Viet Nam (North Viet Nam) 

Sub-area 61 b: Marine fishing area of Viet Nam (Central Viet Nam) 

 

 
Sub-areas of the Fishing Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest) 
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Annex 17 

 

REVISION OF THE “REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR FISHERY STATISTICS OF 

SOUTHEAST ASIA” AND “EXPLANATORY NOTES OF THE FISHERY STATISTICAL 

BULLETIN OF SOUTHEAST ASIA” (GENERAL PARTS) 

 

(as agreed at the 1st RTC in 2021) 

 

A. REGIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR FISHERY STATISTICS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA 

 

I. BACKGROUND AND IMPORTANCE OF THE REGIONAL FRAMEWORK 

 

In Southeast Asia, the importance of fishery statistics has been widely accepted as a tool in providing the 

basic foundation that is crucial to the formulation of national fisheries policies as well as national 

management frameworks and actions or even as basis for understanding the status and condition of the 

fishery resources. As basic structures to facilitate development planning and management of fisheries, the 

fishery statistical items and data set collected by countries could vary based on the priority needs and 

objectives of the countries. In addition, the complexity or extent of the respective countries’ national fishery 

statistical systems including the frameworks for collecting the national fishery statistics also depend on 

available resources, i.e. financial, institutional and human capacity. 

 

In order to consolidate the factors that could minimize the differences in the current national statistical 

systems of the countries in Southeast Asia, SEAFDEC has initiated the revision of the Regional Framework 

so that this could better serve as a basic requirement (minimum requirement) for compiling fishery statistics 

and information that could be easily achieved by the countries in the region. Moreover, the need to strengthen 

and improve the countries’ national fishery statistics has been highlighted in the regional policy of the 

ASEAN and SEAFDEC, i.e. the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of Action on Sustainable Fisheries 

for Food Security in the New Millennium (ResPoA 2001), the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Resolution and Plan of 

Action on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2020 (RES&POA-2020), 

and the subsequent RES&POA-2030. SEAFDEC therefore considered it necessary to address the common 

issues, problems and constraints through regional cooperation and collective actions under a regional 

framework in order that this can serve as basis for development planning and management of the region’s 

fisheries. Furthermore, considering the recent developments in the fisheries sector of Southeast Asia, 

revision of the Regional Framework is deemed necessary to enhance the usefulness of the framework for 

fishery statistics for Southeast Asia.  

 

The compilation of fishery statistics in Southeast Asia has been regularly pursued by SEAFDEC since 1978 

initially through the publication “Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area.” However, the 

escalating situation in fisheries practices in the region and the new geo-political set-up of the ASEAN, has 

made it necessary to revise the existing framework of the regional fishery statistics and the usage of the 

Bulletin. In accordance with the policy directives given at the 36th Meeting of SEAFDEC Council in 2004, 

the SEAFDEC Secretariat organized a series of Regional Technical Consultations (RTC) with the Member 

Countries to develop a new framework for fishery statistics of Southeast Asia. The draft new Regional 

Framework was endorsed by the SEAFDEC Council at its 37th Meeting in 2005. 

 

The draft of the new Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia developed by SEAFDEC 

was supported by the Member Countries at the RTC on Fishery Statistics and Information in December 

2007. The Member Countries also agreed to adopt the new and improved framework as it contains the 

minimum requirements for the compilation national fishery statistics. The Regional Framework was 

endorsed by SEAFDEC Council at its 40th Meeting in April 2008 and subsequently, was also endorsed by 

the ASEAN Sectoral Working Group on Fisheries (ASWGFi) at its 16th Meeting in May 2008. The new 

Regional Framework, which includes major changes in the “area of coverage” and “statistical usage” to be 

consistent with the areas of competence of SEAFDEC as well as on the “standard definitions and 

classifications” to be consistent with the current regional requirements, has also been harmonized with the 

international standards. The new Regional Framework would play the major role of enhancing the regional 

collaborative framework on fishery statistics to facilitate wider sharing of data and information, as well as 

of providing the necessary inputs for the compilation of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia 

produced by SEAFDEC starting in 2008 that replaced the Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China 

Sea Area which was produced from 1978 to 2007. 



Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

102 
 

 

It should be noted that this revision of the Regional Framework is in line with the Plan of Action on 

Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region Towards 2030 which was adopted in 2020 

and included the provision on the need to “Enhance regional fishery information systems and mechanisms 

to facilitate sharing, exchange and compilation of statistics and information required at the sub-regional 

and regional level, and apply where appropriate, regionally standardized definitions and classifications for 
statistical data to facilitate regional compilation, analysis, and data exchange.” Furthermore, considering 

that after the development of the Regional Framework in 2008 there have been several changes in global 

frameworks and standards related to fishery statistics as well as the inclusion of additional statistics to 

enhance the usage of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin compiled by SEAFDEC for the benefit of the region. 

The Regional Framework was therefore reviewed in consultation with the ASEAN Member States, and the 

revised version of the Regional Framework was adopted by the SEAFDEC Council at its 56th Meeting in 

2024 (to be finalized). 

 

II. PURPOSE AND USAGE 

 

The SEAFDEC Council at its 36th Meeting in 2004 deemed it necessary to improve the compilation of 

regional fishery statistics and directed the SEAFDEC Secretariat to revise the framework of the compilation 

considering the new geo-political set-up of the ASEAN, the changing situation of the region’s fisheries as 

well as the differences in the current national statistical systems. Thus, the new Framework was developed 

to focus on the basic requirements that can be possibly achieved by the countries in the region without putting 

much burden on the national agencies responsible for the collection and compilation of fishery statistics. 

Furthermore, it is also deemed necessary that the new framework is harmonized with those of relevant 

international norms and standards in order to facilitate statistics compilation, analysis, and data exchange 

not only within the region but also at the global level, as well as enhance the usage of the statistics to support 

policy planning and management of fisheries toward sustainability. 

 

2.1  Minimum Requirements for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia 

 

As envisaged, the revision of the Regional Framework would give many benefits to the ASEAN countries. 

Since the Regional Framework is considered as the “Minimum Requirement for Fishery Statistics of 

Southeast Asia,” its adoption would be beneficial to the countries in the region as it could be used as guide 

that facilitates a long-term improvement of their fishery statistics at the national level, provides better 

understanding and clear picture of the fisheries sector specifically in terms of the minimum requirements of 

fishery statistics, and advocates the harmonized standards and definitions in order to correspond to regional 

requirements and conform with international standards. 

 

2.2  Frameworks of Inputs for the Development of International Norms and Standards 

 

Since the revised and unified Regional Framework contains the minimum requirements for the compilation 

of fishery statistics as well as the standards embodying the regional requirements, it could also be used in 

gathering inputs for the international development of norms and standards for fishery statistics. 

Harmonization of standard definitions and classifications reflecting the multi-species/gear tropical fisheries 

nature of Southeast Asia would facilitate the sharing of fishery statistics and information in the region as 

well as contributing to similar development at the global level. Therefore, improvement of the framework 

as well as the standard definitions and classification of fishery statistics through the revision of the Regional 

Framework could very well support such endeavors. 

 

2.3  Enhanced Sharing of Fishery Information 

 

The standardized definitions and classification of fishery statistics under this Regional Framework could 

facilitate the sharing and exchange of fishery statistics and information among the countries in the region. 

Many countries in the region have already established their respective national fishery statistical standards. 

In some countries, such standards may have already been reviewed and improved to conform to the standards 

as well as definitions and classifications of fishery statistics at the international and regional levels such as 

those of the FAO and SEAFDEC. However, since this might not be the case for the other countries, 

harmonization of the varying systems is deemed necessary as this would eventually lead to the continuous 

sharing of fishery statistics and information in the region thus, contributing largely to the global effort of 

establishing the real picture of the fisheries in the whole world. 
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III. COVERAGE 

 

3.1  Statistical Coverage 

 

The Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia covers the fishery statistics on Production; 

Fishing Vessels; Fishing Units; Fishers and Fish Farmers; Fish Price; Fish Processing; and Fish Trade. 

Production (landings) cover fishes, crustaceans, molluscs, seaweeds, and other aquatic animals and plants 

taken for all purposes (marine and inland capture fisheries and aquaculture) by all classes of fishing units 

and aquaculture activities operating in marine, brackishwater and freshwater areas, in appropriate 

geographical categories. 

 

3.2  Geographical Coverage 

 

The data also cover all production by commercial and small-scale fisheries and aquaculture activities in 

freshwater, brackishwater and marine waters from the designated FAO Fishing Area 57 (Indian Ocean, 

Eastern), 71 (Pacific, Western Central), 61 (Pacific, Northwest), and 04 (Asia, Inland Water). 

 

The countries and sub-areas to be used in marine fishery statistics are shown in the table and map below. 

The sub-areas used in the Regional Framework are established in consistent with the FAO Fishing Areas, as 

shown in the detailed map and described in Appendix 1. 

 

Countries Sub-areas (adopted in 2008) Sub-areas  

(as updated at the 1st RTC) 

a) Brunei Darussalam  Brunei Muara 

  Kuala Belait 

  Tutong 

  Temburong 

b) Cambodia   

c) Indonesia West Sumatra (To be confirmed) 

 South Java  

 Malacca Strait  

 East Sumatra  

 North Java  

 Bali-Nusa Tenggara  

 South-west Kalimantan  

 East Kalimantan  

 South Sulawesi  

 North Sulawesi  

 Maluku-Papua  

d) Lao PDR   

e) Malaysia West Coast of Penisular Malaysia West Coast of Peninsular 

Malaysia 

 East Coast of Penisular Malaysia East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 

 Sabah Sabah 

 Sarawak Sarawak 

  Labuan  

f) Myanmar  Tanintharyi 

  Mon 

  Yangon 

  Rakhine 

  Ayeyarwady (To be confirmed) 

g) Philippines Luzon Luzon 

 Visayas Visayas 

 Mindanao Mindanao 

h) Singapore   

i) Thailand Gulf of Thailand Gulf of Thailand 

 Indian Ocean Indian Ocean 

j) Timor Leste   
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k) Viet Nam North Vietnam North Vietnam 

 Central Vietnam Central Vietnam 

 Southwest Vietnam Southwest Vietnam 

 Southeast Vietnam Southeast Vietnam 

 

 
Map of Southeast Asian Countries and their sub-areas (map to be revised based on revised sub-areas) 

 

Additional parts of the Framework on 3.3.4 Statistics on Fish Processing and 3.3.5 Statistics on Fish 

Trade as agreed during the 1st RTC appear as Annex 20 and Annex 23. 
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B. EXPLANATORY NOTES OF THE FISHERY STATISTICAL BULLETIN OF 

SOUTHEAST ASIA 

 

1. GENERAL NOTES 

 

1.1  Data Sources 

 

Data and information available from various sources could be used as inputs for the Fishery Statistical 

Bulletin. These include the data collected through statistical surveys, as well as records from government 

and semi-governmental organizations. In addition, data and information derived from new statistical 

techniques or small-scale surveys could also be used to provide inputs to the Fishery Statistical Bulletin. 

 

1.2  Incomplete Data 

 

Although it is desirable that standardized and complete data be supplied for the Fishery Statistical Bulletin; 

data that may not be entirely compatible with the coverage, definition and classification but could be useful 

should also be reported by the countries, provided that the extent of incompleteness is indicated as a footnote. 

 

1.3  Time Reference 

 

The reference period unit normally used in fishery statistics that will be compiled annually is the calendar 

year, the period between 1 January and 31 December of the reporting year. In cases where a country is unable 

to supply the statistics of the reporting year by the timeline as indicated, the latest data available may be 

given, provided that the year to which the data belongs is indicated in the space provided. 

 

1.4  Unit of Measurement 

 

Unit of measurement used in the Bulletin are standardized as follows: 

Fishery production statistics in quantity are reported in tonnes, except ornamental fish, and reptiles which 

are reported in pieces or numbers. 

Fishery production statistics in value are reported in USD 1,000. 3 

Fish prices are reported in USD/kg 

 

1.5  Standard Symbols and Abbreviations 

 

The following standard symbols and abbreviations are used throughout the tables in the Fishery Statistical 

Bulletin: 

…  = Not available 

-  = Magnitude is zero or not applicable 

0  = Magnitude is insignificant, i.e. less than half of the measurement 

t  = tonnes 

USD 1,000 = 1,000 dollars in U.S. currency 

No.  = Number 

Q  = Quantity 

V  = Value 

 

                                                           
3  In reporting production in value, the amount reported in the national currencies should be converted to USD. Reference on the conversion 

from local currencies to a common standard should be based on the “International Monetary Fund (IMF).” 
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Appendix 1 of Annex 17 
 

CLASSIFICATION OF FIAHING AREAS 

 

The fishing areas of the Southeast Asian region, established for fishery statistical purposes, consist of inland 

and marine fishing areas, which is consistent with the definition and classification of capture fisheries. These 

are standardized in accordance with the FAO Major Fishing Areas, the boundaries of which were determined 

in consultation with international fishery agencies taking into account various considerations, including: 

 

the boundary of national regions and the natural divisions of oceans and seas; 

the boundaries of adjacent statistical fisheries bodies already established in intergovernmental conventions 

and treaties; 

existing national practices; 

national boundaries; 

the longitude and latitude grid system; 

the distribution of the aquatic fauna; and 

the distribution of the resources and the environmental conditions within an area. 

 

1. Inland Fishing Areas 

 

All inland waters of the Southeast Asian countries are identified under Area 04 (Asia, Inland Water). There 

is no sub-area for Asia (Fishing Area 04) that is recognized for the collection of catch and effort data for the 

Southeast Asian region. The data presented by Lao PDR, which is the sole landlocked country in the region, 

are therefore reported under Area 04 only. 

 

 
Area 04, Asia-Inland Waters 

 

2. Marine Fishing Areas (to be revised based on updated sub-areas) 
 

The marine fishing areas of the Southeast Asian countries are identified under Area 57 (Indian Oceans, 

Eastern), Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) and Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest). Countries and their sub-areas 

to be used in marine fishery statistics are as follows: 

Countries Sub-areas (adopted in 2008) FAO Marine 

Fishing Area 

SEAFDEC  

Sub-areas 

k) Brunei Darussalam  71 71i 

  71 71b 

l) Cambodia  57,71  
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m) Indonesia West Sumatra 57 57e 

 South Java 57 57e 

 Malacca Strait 57,71 57d, 71k 

 East Sumatra 71 71k 

 North Java 71 71k 

 Bali-Nusa Tenggara 57 57f 

 South-west Kalimantan 71 71k 

 East Kalimantan 71 71k 

 South Sulawesi 71 71k 

 North Sulawesi 71 71k 

 Maluku-Papua 71 71k 

n) Malaysia  57,71  

 West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 57 57c 

 East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia 71 71e 

 Sabah 71 71f 

 Sarawak 71 71g 

o) Myanmar  57 57a 

p) Philippines Luzon 71 71j 

 Visayas 71 71j 

 Mindanao 71 71j 

q) Singapore  71 71h 

r) Thailand Gulf of Thailand 71 71a 

 Indian Ocean 57 57b 

s) Timor Leste  57 57g 

t) Viet Nam North Vietnam 61 61a 

 Central Vietnam 61 61b 

 Southeast Vietnam 71 71c 

 Southeast Vietnam 71 71d 

 

Area 57 (Indian Ocean, Eastern) 

Under fishing area 57, marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing vessel, 

fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zone4 (EEZ) of each country. 

To facilitate the reporting of the fishery statistics by each concerned country, the fishing area 57 in the 

Southeast Asian region can be divided into 6 sub-areas, which correspond to the existing EEZs of Myanmar, 

Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. The sub-areas under area 57 are as follows: 

 

Sub-area 57 a: Marine fishing area of Myanmar 

Sub-area 57 b: Marine fishing area of Thailand (Indian Ocean) 

Sub-area 57 c: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia) 

Sub-area 57 d: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (Malacca Strait) 

Sub-area 57 e: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (West Sumatra and South Java) 

Sub-area 57 f: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (Bali-Nusa Tenggara) 

 

                                                           
4 Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) is; (1) a zone under national jurisdiction (up to 200-nautical miles wide) declared in line with the 

provisions of the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, within which the coastal State has the right to explore and 
exploit, and the responsibility to conserve and manage the living and non-living resources; and (2) the area adjacent to a coastal State 

which encompasses all waters between (a) the seaward boundary of that State, (b) a line on which each point is 200 nautical miles 

(370.40 km) from the baseline of which the territorial sea of the coastal State is measured (except when other international boundaries 
need to be accommodated), and (c) the maritime boundaries agreed between that State and the neighboring states 
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Fishing areas 57, 71 and 67, with the respective Sub-areas 

 

Boundaries between Areas 57 and 71 

 

At the Strait of Malacca, the areas bounded by a line commencing from East Sumatra and across the strait at 

2˚30΄N latitude to meet the West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. 

At the marine waters between Sumatra and Java, the areas bounded by a line commencing on the coast of 

Sumatra at the boundary between the District of Lampung Utara and the District of Lampung Selatan at 

5˚31΄S latitude, 104˚33΄E longitude. The boundary is running along a rhomb line between Cape Tjuku Redak 

on the mainland of Sumatra and Cape Batu Kebucung on the Island of Tebuan to the position 6°15’S latitude, 

105°04’E longitude; then along a rhomb line between Cape Parat on the Island of Panaitan and the 

southeastern tip of the Island of Rakarta to the western coast of Java at the boundary between the District of 

Lebak and the District of Serang at 6°23’S latitude, 105°49’E longitude. 

At the marine waters of Java and Bali-Nusa Tenggara, the areas bounded by a line commencing from 8°00’S 

latitude starting from the coast of South Java at Surabaya and running east to meet at 129°00’E longitude; 

thence running due south until meeting Northern coast of Australia. The area under the line is recognized as 

the fishing area 57 whereas those above the line are accepted as part of fishing area 71. 

 

 
Boundary line for the Areas 57 and 71 at the marine 

waters between Sumatra and Java 
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Boundary line for the Area 57 and 71 at the marine waters of South Java  

and Bali-Nusa Tenggara 
 
Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) 

 

Under fishing area 71, marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing vessel, 

fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of each country. 

There are 8 Southeast Asian countries identified under fishing area 71 covering Brunei Darussalam, 

Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam. To facilitate reporting of 

the fishery statistics by each concerned country, the fishing area can be divided into 11 sub-areas 

corresponding to the existing EEZ of these countries. The sub-areas under area 71 are as follows. 

 

Sub-area 71 a: Marine fishing area of Thailand (Gulf of Thailand) 

Sub-area 71 b: Marine fishing area of Cambodia 

Sub-area 71 c: Marine fishing area of Vietnam (Southwest Viet Nam) 

Sub-area 71 d: Marine fishing area of Vietnam (Southeast Viet Nam) 

Sub-area 71 e: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia) 

Sub-area 71 f: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (Sabah) 

Sub-area 71 g: Marine fishing area of Malaysia (Sarawak) 

Sub-area 71 h: Marine fishing area of Singapore 

Sub-area 71 i: Marine fishing area of Brunei Darussalam 

Sub-area 71 j: Marine fishing area of the Philippines (Luzon, Visayas, Mindanao) 

Sub-area 71 k: Marine fishing area of Indonesia (East Sumatra, North Java, Bali-Nusa Tenggara, South-

West Kalimantan, East Kalimantan, South Sulawesi, North Sulawesi, Maluku-Papua) 

 
Sub-areas of Fishing Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central) 
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Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest) 

 

Under fishing area 61, the marine fishery statistics such as production, species, fishing gear, fishing vessel, 

fishing units, etc. will be collected and reported within the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of each 

concerned country, although here, there is only one country identified under fishing area 61, which is Viet 

Nam. The fishing area 61 can be divided into 2 sub-areas as follows: 

 

Sub-area 61 a: Marine fishing area of Viet Nam (North Viet Nam) 

Sub-area 61 b: Marine fishing area of Viet Nam (Central Viet Nam) 

 

 
Sub-areas of the Fishing Area 61 (Pacific, Northwest) 



1st Regional Technical Consultation on Fishery Statistics and Information in Southeast Asia, 21-22 September 2021 
 

111 

Annex 18 

 

REGIONAL COMPILATION OF FISH PROCESSING STATISTICS 

 

Before, the “Fish Processing Statistics” were compiled by SEAFDEC for the “Fishery Statistical Bulletin 

for the South China Sea Area” (until 2007). However, after the adoption of the new “Regional Framework 

for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia” in 2008, the statistics on fish processing were no longer included 

and compiled for the “Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia” (2008 and onwards). Nevertheless, 

considering the importance of the data on fish processing as these could provide the scenario on how the 

catch is utilized through different kinds of processing, SEAFDEC proposed that the statistics on fish 

processing should be included in the future compilation of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast 

Asia. Appropriate classification and definitions as well as the data items are, however, subject for 

discussion at the RTC. 

 

In this paper, it is proposed that reporting of fish processing statistics would be based on the SEAFDEC 

standard classification of Fishery Products applied by SEAFDEC for compiling the “Fish Processing 

Statistics” in the “Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area.” Such standard was originally 

amended at the Sixth Regional Workshop on Fishery Statistics in 1986 and the Regional Workshop on 

Fishery Information and Statistics in Asia in 1994, when the classification of Fishery Products on Fish 

Processing was revised again to take into consideration the recent developments of fishery products in the 

region. 

 

I. PROPOSED ADDENDUM TO THE “REGIONAL FRAMEWORK”  

 

(Adapted from the “Explanatory Notes” of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area) 
 

3.3.4 Statistics on Fish Processing  
 

a. Coverage and Classification 

 

Fish processing statistics cover the processing establishments and their productions, of all aquatic animals 

and plants produced in freshwater, brackishwater, and marine water, using raw materials from domestic or 

imported products. 

 

The statistics on processing establishments and productions should include companies, cooperatives 

households, etc., which preserve and process aquatic animals, regardless of the size of the operation. 

However, a household, which processes exclusively for own-consumption is excluded, and only household 

processing to sell the products are included. 

 

The statistics classification on fish processing should be based on the following eleven groups of 

commodities: 

 

Group of 

Commodities 

Type of Commodities 

1. Frozen Frozen products: frozen, round or dresses, fish fillets, cuttles, etc. 

2. Canned Canned products: processed and sealed hermetically in can containers 

3. Dried Dried products: commonly described as salted dried products, e.g. dried 

fish/shrimp/squid, etc. 

4. Smoked Smoked products: smoked fish, etc. 

5. Boiled Boiled products: processed either by cooking in boiling water or in steam 

6. Fermented Fermented products: fermented fish/squid, fish/shrimp paste, fish sauce, etc. 

7. Cured Cured products: processed by picking or salting without drying, e.g. cured fish 

8. Comminuted Comminuted products: 

1) Frozen surimi 

2) Other comminuted products: fish jelly products, fish ball, fish cake, fish/prawn 

sausages and burger, etc. 
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Group of 

Commodities 

Type of Commodities 

9. Reduced Fish oils: edible and inedible oils; fish meals and fertilizers 

10. Powdered/flaked Powdered products: fish floss, prawn dust, granulated or flaked products 

11. Others Other fish products: include crackers made from prawn, squid or fish, barbecued fish 

(satay), prepared cuttlefish and seaweed, and products not described above 

 
b. Fish Processing Establishments and Production 

 

b.1 Unit of Measurement 

 

1) Number of processing establishments   

 

The data on processing establishments is expressed in number. The number of establishments is 

generally classified by the group of commodities. Therefore, for a processing establishment which 

processes more than two groups of commodities, the establishment is counted by the number of each 

group of commodities. The total number of establishments is obtained as results of an accumulation 

of the number counted for each group of commodities. This means that the total number do not always 

show the actual number of establishments. 

 

2) Production of processed products   

 

The production of processed products is expressed in net weight in tonnes. The production is generally 

recorded by summing up the total production from all processing establishments, classified by the 

group of commodities. 

 

b.2 Statistics on Fish Processing Establishments and Production 

 

1) Number of processing establishments   

 

The data on processing establishments are expressed in number, and broken down by groups of 

commodities. 

 

2) Production of processed products 

 

The production of processed products are expressed in tonnes, and broken down by groups of 

commodities. 

 

II. REPORTING OF STATISTICS ON FISH PROCESSING 

 

(Based on the Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area) 

 

Number of fish processing establishments and production 

 
Country Year Frozen Canned Dried Smoked 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

          

          

          

 

Cont’d 
Country Year Boiled Fermented Cured 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

Fish sauce Paste No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 
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Cont’d 
Country Year Comminuted Reduced Powdered/flaked 

Frozen surimi Other comminuted products   

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

          

          

          

 
Cont’d 

Country Year Others 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

    

    

    

    

 

REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 

 

• To consider and provide comments on proposed addendum to the Regional Framework 

• To consider appropriate classification and definitions on Group of Commodities for fish processing 

• To consider the proposed Reporting of Statistics on Fish Processing, e.g.: 
o whether it would be necessary (or more appropriate) to have a table that separates the number of 

establishments and production? 

• To note that SEAFDEC will further develop new sets of questionnaire on fish processing to request 

additional data from AMSs in the future 
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Annex 19 

 

AVAILABILITY OF DATA ON NUMBER OF FISH PROCESSING ESTABLISHMENTS BY 

COMMODITY AND PRODUCTION BY COMMODITIES 

 

Country Number of fish processing 

establishments by commodity 

Production by commodities (tonnes) 

Brunei Darussalam YES YES 

Cambodia YES YES 

Indonesia YES YES 

Lao PDR YES YES 

Malaysia YES (only registered with DOF) NO 

Myanmar YES YES 

Philippines NO NO 

Singapore YES (only one figure as others) NO  

Thailand  YES (only for marine fish) NO 

Viet Nam YES (only one figure as others) NO 

 

List of Fishery Commodities for Fish Processing Statistics  

 

Commodity BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

Smoked  YES YES YES YES  NO NO YES NO 

Frozen  YES YES YES YES YES YES  YES* 

Canned   YES    YES 

Dried  YES YES YES YES YES YES 

Extraction   YES     

Fermented 

(including fish 

sauce, Budu 

sauce) 

YES YES YES YES YES  YES 

Chilled  YES YES  YES YES  

Salted YES 

(salted 

& dried 

YES YES YES YES YES YES 

Boiled   YES     

Minced   YES YES YES YES  

Surimi (e.g. fish 

ball, fish cake, 

crab stick) 

YES YES YES YES YES YES  

Cracker YES    YES  YES 

Fish meal YES    YES YES YES 

Fresh 

microalgae 

YES       

Others   YES    YES   

(if any, please 

add) 

         

* Thailand: frozen include chilled 
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Annex 20 

 

REGIONAL COMPILATION OF FISH PROCESSING STATISTICS  

 

(as agreed during the 1st RTC in 2021) 

 

 

I. ADDENDUM TO THE “REGIONAL FRAMEWORK”  

 

3.3.4 Statistics on Fish Processing  
 

a. Coverage and Classification 

 

Fish processing statistics cover the processing establishments and their productions, of all aquatic animals 

and plants produced in freshwater, brackishwater, and marine water, using raw materials from domestic or 

imported products. 

 

The statistics on processing establishments and productions should include companies, cooperatives 

households, etc., which preserve and process aquatic animals, regardless of the size of the operation. 

However, a household that processes products exclusively for own-consumption is excluded, while only 

those households that process products for sale are included. 

 

The statistics classification on fish processing should be based on fifteen (15) commodities as follows: 

1. Frozen 

2. Chilled 

3. Dried 

4. Salted 

5. Smoked 

6. Boiled 

7. Canned 

8. Fermented (including fish sauce) 

9. Minced 

10. Surimi (e.g. fish ball, fish cake, crab stick) 

11. Cracker 

12. Extraction 

13. Fish meal 

14. Fresh microalgae 

15. Others 

 

b. Fish Processing Establishments and Production 

 

b.1 Unit of Measurement 

 

1) Number of processing establishments   

 

The data on processing establishments is expressed in number. The number of establishments is 

generally classified by commodities. Therefore, for a processing establishment which processes more 

than one commodity, the establishment is counted by the number of each commodity produced. The 

total number of establishments is obtained as results of an accumulation of the number counted for 

each commodity. This means that the total number does not necessarily reflect the actual number of 

establishments. 

 

2) Production of processed products   

 

The production of processed products is expressed in net weight of final products in tonnes. The 
production is generally recorded by summing up the total production from all processing 

establishments, classified by commodities. 
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b.2 Statistics on Fish Processing Establishments and Production 

 

1) Number of processing establishments   

 

The data on processing establishments is expressed in number, and broken down by commodities. 

 

2) Production of processed products 

 

The production of processed products is expressed in tonnes, and broken down by commodities. 

 

II. REPORTING OF STATISTICS ON FISH PROCESSING 

 

Fish processing establishments and production 

 
Country Year Frozen  Chilled Dried Salted 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production  

(t) 

          

          

          

 
Cont’d 

Country Year Smoked Boiled  Canned Fermented 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

          

          

 

Cont’d 
Country Year Minced  Surimi Cracker Extraction 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

          

          

 

Cont’d 
Country Year Fish meal Fresh microalgae Others 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 

No. of 

Establishments 

Production 

(t) 
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Annex 21 

 

REGIONAL COMPILATION OF FISH TRADE STATISTICS 

 

Before, the “Statistics on Exports and Imports of Fishery Commodities” were compiled by SEAFDEC for 

the “Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area” (until 2007). However, after the adoption 

of the new “Regional Framework for Fishery Statistics of Southeast Asia,” such statistics were no longer 

included and compiled for the “Fishery Statistical Bulletin of Southeast Asia” (2008 and onwards), 

considering that the statistics on export and import are collected by the respective national Customs 

Department and not by the fisheries-related agencies of the countries. Nevertheless, since compilation of 

data on fish export and import is crucial for providing the scenario on intra-regional and international trade 

of fish and fishery products of the Southeast Asian countries. SEAFDEC proposed that statistics on exports 

and imports of fishery commodities should be included in the future Fishery Statistical Bulletin of 

Southeast Asia. Appropriate classification and definitions, as well as the data items are, however, 

subject for discussion at the RTC. 

 

In this paper, it is proposed that the reporting of statistics on exports and imports of fishery commodities 

should be based on the FAO International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishery Commodities 

(ISSCFC) and should also be linked with the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System 

(HS) of the World Customs Organization.  

 

I. PROPOSED ADDENDUM TO THE “REGIONAL FRAMEWORK”  

 

(Adapted from the “Explanatory Notes” of the Fishery Statistical Bulletin for the South China Sea Area) 

 

3.3.5 Statistics on Exports and Imports of Fishery Commodities  
 

a. Coverage and Classification 

 

The statistics cover the quantities and values of annual exports and imports of all fishery commodities 

ranging from live fish to preserved and processed commodities. In accordance with the internationally 

recommended practice, export statistics include exports of aquatic animals and plants caught (or 

collected) by domestic fishing vessels, whether or not processed onboard, landed in foreign ports; 

while import statistics include imports of aquatic animals and plants caught (or collected) by foreign 

fishing vessels, whether or not processed onboard, landed in domestic ports. 

 

The statistics should be based on the following twelve commodities: 

1) Live fish  

2) Fish, fresh or chilled excluding fillets and other fish meat  

3) Fish, frozen excluding fish fillets and other fish meat  

4) Fish fillets and meats, fresh or chilled 

5) Fish fillets and meat, frozen 

6) Fish, dried, salted or in brine; smoked fish  

7) Crustaceans live, fresh, chilled, frozen, salted, in brine or dried, smoked 

8) Molluscs live, fresh, chilled, frozen, salted, in brine or dried, smoked 

9) Fish, crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates, prepared or preserved 

10) Meals, solubles and similar animal feed stuffs, of aquatic animal origin 

11) Aquatic animals, oils and fats 

12) Seaweeds and aquatic plants products thereof 

 

The statistics based on the list of fishery commodities for export and import statistics, should be 

classified further based on [selected items in] the “FAO International Standard Statistical 

Classification of Fishery Commodities (ISSCFC)” and also linked with the “Harmonized Commodity 

Description and Coding System (HS)” of the World Customs Organization, attached as Appendix 1.  
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b. Exports of Fishery Commodities 

 

b.1 Unit of Measurement 

 

1) Exports by commodities 

 

Statistics on exports by commodities is expressed in volume (tonnes) and value (US$ 1,000).  

 

2) Exports of [selected] major commodities by countries of destination 

 

Statistics on exports of [selected] major commodities, by countries of destination [or/and Alt 2 -- 
Statistics on exports of countries, by [selected] major commodities and by countries of destination] is 

expressed in value (USD 1,000).  

 

b.2 Statistics on Exports of Fishery Commodities 

 

1) Exports by commodities 

 

The statistics on exports by commodities is recorded by summing up the total annual exports of fishery 

commodities, and broken down by commodities based on the ISSCFC and linked with the HS Code. 

 

2) Exports of [selected] major commodities by countries of destination 

 

The statistics on exports of [selected] major commodities by countries of destination [or/and Alt 2 -- 
Statistics on exports of countries, by [selected] major commodities and by countries of destination] is 

generally recorded by summing up the annual exports of selected commodities, and broken down by 

countries of destination   

 

c. Imports of Fishery Commodities 

 

b.1 Unit of Measurement 

 

1) Imports by commodities 

 

Statistics on imports by commodities is expressed in volume (tonnes) and value (USD 1,000).  

 

2) Imports of [selected] major commodities by countries of origin 

 

Statistics on imports of [selected] major commodities by countries of origin [or/and Alt 2 -- Statistics 

on imports of countries, by [selected] major commodities and by countries of origin] is expressed in 

value (USD 1,000).  

 

b.2 Statistics on Imports of Fishery Commodities 

 

1) Imports by commodities 

 

The statistics imports by commodities is recorded by summing up the total annual imports of fishery 

commodities, and broken down by commodities based on the ISSCFC and linked with the HS Code. 

 

2) Imports of [selected] major commodities by countries of origin 

 

The statistics on imports of [selected] major commodities by countries of origin [or/and Alt 2 -- 

Statistics on imports of countries, by [selected] major commodities and by countries of origin] is 

generally recorded by summing up the annual imports of selected commodities, and broken down by 

countries of origin   
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1.1 Data Source 

 

The export and import statistics are generally obtained from reports on foreign trade statistics compile by 

respective national Customs Offices. To prevent errors in collection and grouping during the compilation of 

the statistics on fisheries commodities, concerned staff should take note that such reports on foreign trade 

statistics cover not only fishery commodities but also all kinds of other commodities, and that the 

classification system used is based on the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature, which is different from that of the 

ISSCFC. 

 

 

II. REPORTING OF STATISTICS ON FISH EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 

 

1) Exports by commodities  

 

1.1 In quantity (tonnes) 
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(List based on agreed commodities            

            

            

            

 

1.2 In value (USD 1,000) 
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(List based on agreed commodities            

            

            

            

 

2) Exports of [selected] ten major commodities by countries of destination (USD 1,000) 

 

Alt 1. (Selecting the ten major commodities should be based on regional perspective, e.g. frozen shrimps, 

…) 
 

Country/Areas of 

Destination 

Total Country of Origin 

Brunei Cambodia Indonesia Lao PDR Malaysia Myanmar Philippines Singapore Thailand Viet 

Nam 

Japan    …    …    … … 
US  …    …    … … …  
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Alt 2. (Each AMS) 

 
Country/ 

Areas of 

Destination 

Total Major commodities (max =10) 

Tuna 

fresh 

Tuna 

frozen 

Tuna can Catfish 

frozen 

Shrimp 

frozen 

fingerlings     

            

            

            

            

 

3) Imports by commodities  

 

3.1 In quantity (tonnes) 
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(List based on agreed commodities)            

            

            

            

 

3.2 In value (USD 1,000) 
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(List based on agreed commodities)            

            

            

            

 

4) Imports of [selected] ten major commodities by countries of origin (USD 1,000) 

 

Alt 1 (Selecting the ten major commodities should be based on regional perspective) 

 
Country/ 

Areas of Origin 

Total Country of Destination 

Brunei Cambodi

a 

Indonesi

a 

Lao PDR Malaysia Myanma

r 

Philippine

s 

Singapor

e 

Thailan

d 

Viet 

Nam 
U.S.            
Japan            
Thailand            
…            

 

Alt 2 (Each AMS) 

 
Country/Areas of 

Origin 

Total Major commodities (max =10) 

Salmon 
fresh 

Salmon 
frozen 

Tuna 
fresh 

Tuna 
frozen 

fingerlin
gs 

Fish oils     
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REQUIRED CONSIDERATION BY THE RTC: 

 

• To consider and provide comment on proposed addendum to the Regional Framework 

• To consider appropriate classification on Group of Commodities for fish trade 

• To consider the proposed Reporting of Statistics on Fish Trade, e.g.: 

o Table 2 – Alt 1 or/and Alt 2 

o Table 4 – Alt 1 or/and Alt 2 

• To take note on future questionnaire:  

o For Table 1 and Table 3, SEAFDEC propose to streamline reporting system by requesting FAO to 

share with SEAFDEC the data submitted from AMSs for “Questionnaire on Export and Import by 

commodities of FAO” – In the Statistics Bulletin, the data would be categorized/summarized by 

SEAFDEC to follow the agreed “Group of Commodities” 

o For Table 2 and Table 4 (Alt 1 or/and Alt 2), new sets of questionnaire would be developed by 

SEAFDEC to request additional data from AMSs in the future.
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Annex 22 

 

LIST OF FISHERY COMMODITIES FOR EXPORT STATISTICS (TOP 15 COMMODITIES) 

 
Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

1. Live fish 

(034.1.1) 

11. Ornamental 

fish 

034.1.1.1.19 0301.19 Ornamental fish nei   YES NA YES YES YES   YES 

034.1.1.2.90 0301.99 Fish for culture incl. 

fingerlings 

  YES  YES      

12. Other live 

fishes 

034.1.2.1.20 0301.92 Eels   YES  YES  YES    

034.1.2.1.10 0301.93 Carps   YES        

034.1.2.1.90 0301.99 Others YES  YES   YES YES   YES 

2. Fish, fresh or 

chilled 

excluding fillets 

and other fish 

meat 

(034.1) 

21. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.1.3.1 0302.73 Carps, barbells and other 

cyprinids 

  YES NA YES    YES  

034.1.3.2 0302.71 Tilapias and other cichlids   YES  YES    YES YES 

034.1.3.9.30 0302.72 Catfishes   YES  YES    YES YES 

034.1.3.9.90 0302.89 Freshwater fishes nei   YES  YES      

22. Diadromous 

fishes 

034.1.4.3 0302.19 Salmons, trouts, smelts YES  YES        

034.1.4.5.10 0302.89 Milkfish   YES        

034.1.4.5.20 0302.89 Barramundi   YES        

23. Marine fishes 034.1.5.1 0302.29 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES  YES     YES 

034.1.5.5 0302.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES  YES      

034.1.5.6 0302.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes YES  YES  YES  YES    

034.1.5.7.69 0302.44 Mackerels nei YES  YES  YES      

034.1.5.8 0302.89 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

034.1.5.8.90 0302.89 Marine fish nei   YES  YES  YES  YES  

3. Fish, frozen 

excluding fish 

fillets and other 

fish meat 

(034.2) 

31. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.2.3.1 0303.89 Carps, barbells and other 

cyprinids 

  YES NA       

034.2.3.2 0303.23 Tilapias and other cichlids   YES  YES     YES 

034.2.3.9.30 0303.24 Catfishes   YES  YES     YES 

034.2.3.9.90 0303.89 Freshwater fishes nei YES  YES  YES      

32. Diadromous 

fishes 

034.2.4.3 0303.19 Salmon and trouts YES  YES  YES      

034.2.4.5.10 0303.89 Milkfish   YES        

034.2.4.5.20 0303.89 Barramundi   YES        

33. Marine fishes 034.2.5.1 0303.89 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES        

034.2.5.5 0303.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES  YES      

034.2.5.6 0303.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes YES  YES  YES  YES    

034.2.5.7.69 0303.54 Mackerels nei YES  YES  YES      

034.2.5.8 0303.81 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

034.2.5.9.90 0303.89 Marine fish nei YES  YES  YES  YES  YES  

41. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.3.1.3.1 0304.39 Carps, barbells and other 

cyprinids 

  YES NA YES      
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Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

4. Fish fillets 

and meats, fresh 

or chilled 

(034.3) 

034.3.1.3.2 0304.31 Tilapias and other cichlids   YES  YES     YES 

034.3.1.3.9.30 0304.32 Catfishes   YES  YES     YES 

034.3.1.3.9.90 0304.49 Freshwater fishes nei   YES        

42. Diadromous 

fish 

034.1.4.3 0304.49 Salmon, trouts, smelts   YES        

43. Marine fishes 034.3.1.5.1 0304.43 Flounders, halibuts, soles           

034.3.1.5.5 0304.49 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES        

034.3.1.5.6 0304.49 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES    YES    

034.3.1.5.8 0304.49 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

034.3.1.5.9.90 0304.49 Marine fish nei   YES    YES    

5. Fish fillets 

and meat, frozen 

(034.4) 

51. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.4.1.3.2 0304.89 Tilapias and other cichlids   YES NA      YES 

034.4.1.3.9.30 0304.62 Catfishes   YES       YES 

034.4.1.3.9.90 0304.89 Freshwater fishes nei   YES      YES  

52. Diadromous 

fish 

034.4.1.4.3 0304.89 Salmon, trouts, smelts   YES        

53. Marine fishes 034.4.1.5.1 0304.83 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES        

034.4.1.5.5 0304.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES        

034.4.1.5.6 0304.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES        

034.4.1.5.7.69 0304.89 Mackerels nei   YES        

034.4.1.5.8 0304.88 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

034.4.1.5.9.90 0304.89 Marine fish nei   YES  YES      

6. Fish, dried, 

salted or in 

brine; smoked 

fish 

(035) 

61. Freshwater 

fish dried whether 

or not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.3 0305.59    YES NA       

62. Diadromous 

fish dried whether 

or not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.4 0305.59    YES        

63. Marine fishes 

dried whether or 

not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.5.1 0305.59 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES        

035.02.1.5.5 0305.59 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES  YES      

035.02.1.5.6 0305.59 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES        

035.02.1.5.7.69 0305.54 Mackerels nei   YES  YES      

035.02.1.5.8 0305.59 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

035.02.1.5.9.90 0305.59 Marine fish nei   YES  YES  YES  YES  

64. Freshwater 

fish salted and in 

brine 

035.02.2.3 0305.69    YES        
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Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

65. Diadromous 

fish salted and in 

brine 

035.02.2.4 0305.69    YES        

66. Marine fish 

salted and in brine 

035.02.2.5.1 0305.69 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES        

035.02.2.5.5 0305.69 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES        

035.02.2.5.6 0305.69 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES        

035.02.2.5.7.69 0305..69 Mackerels nei   YES    YES    

035.02.2.5.8 0305.69 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

035.02.2.5.9.95 0305.69 Marine fish nei   YES  YES      

67. Freshwater 

fish, smoked 

035.03.3 0305.49    YES        

68. Diadromous 

fish, smoked 

035.03.4 0305.49    YES        

69. Marine fish, 

smoked 

035.03.5.1 0305.49 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES        

035.03.5.5 0305.49 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES    YES    

035.03.5.6 0305.49 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES        

035.03.5.7.69 0305.49 Mackerels nei   YES        

035.03.5.8 0305.49 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

035.03.5.9.95 0305.49 Marine fish nei   YES    YES    

7. Crustaceans 

live, fresh, 

chilled, frozen, 

salted, in brine 

or dried, 

smoked 

(036) 

71. Crustaceans 

live, fresh or 

chilled 

036.0.1.3.1.50 0306.36 Freshwater shrimps and 

prawns 

  YES NA       

036.0.1.3.2 0306.33 Crabs   YES  YES      

036.0.1.3.3 0306.31 Lobsters, spiny-rock lobsters, 

etc 

  YES  YES      

036.0.1.3.5 0306.36 Shrimps, prawns, etc.   YES  YES    YES  

72. Crustaceans 

frozen 

036.0.1.4.1.50 0306.17 Freshwater shrimps and 

prawns 

  YES  YES      

036.0.1.4.2 0306.14 Crabs and crab meat YES  YES  YES    YES  

036.0.1.4.3 0306.11 Lobsters, lobster meat   YES  YES      

036.0.1.4.5 0306.17 Shrimps, prawns, etc. YES  YES  YES    YES  

73. Crustaceans, 

dried, salted or in 

brine, smoked 

036.0.1.5 0306.99    YES        

8. Molluscs live, 

fresh, chilled, 

frozen, salted, in 

brine or dried, 

smoked 

(036.0.2) 

81. Molluscs live, 

fresh or chilled 

036.0.2.3.3 0307.11 Oysters   YES NA YES      

036.0.2.3.4 0307.31 Mussels   YES        

036.0.2.3.7.40 0307.42 Cuttlefishes and squids   YES      YES  

036.0.2.3.9.91 0307.91 Molluscs nei   YES  YES      

82. Molluscs 

frozen 

036.0.2.4.2.10 0307.83 Abalone   YES  YES      

036.0.2.4.3 0307.12 Oyster   YES  YES      

036.0.2.4.4 0307.32 Mussels YES  YES  YES      
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Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

036.0.2.4.7.40 0307.43 Cuttlefishes and squids YES  YES  YES    YES  

036.0.2.4.9.91 0307.92 Molluscs nei   YES  YES      

83. Molluscs, 

dried, salted or in 

brine, smoked 

036.0.2.5.2.10 0307.87 Abalone   YES  YES      

036.0.2.5.3 0307.19 Oysters           

036.0.2.5.4 0307.39 Mussels           

036.0.2.5.7.40 0307.49 Cuttlefishes and squids   YES  YES      

036.0.2.5.9.91 0307.99 Molluscs nei   YES        

9.  Fish, 

crustaceans, 

molluscs and 

other aquatic 

invertebrates, 

prepared or 

preserved 

(037) 

91. Fish prepared 

or preserved 

037.1.1.6.94 1604.19 Fish not minced, prepare or 

preserve in airtight containers 

  YES NA YES    YES  

037.1.1.6.95 1604.19 Fish not minced, prepare or 

preserve not in airtight 

containers 

  YES NA YES    YES  

92. Crustaceans, 

mollusks, and 

other aquatic 

invertebrates 

prepared or 

preserved 

- - Crustacean and mollusc 

preparations in airtight 

containers 

 

  YES        

037.2.3.9.91 1605.40 Crustacean and mollusc 

preparations, not in airtight 

containers 

 

    YES      

10. Meals, 

solubles and 

similar animal 

feedingstuffs, of 

aquatic animal 

origin 

(081) 

 081 2301.20    YES NA YES    YES  

11. Aquatic 

animals, oils 

and facts 

(411) 

 411 1504.10    YES        

12. Seaweeds 

and aquatic 

plans products 

thereof 

 292.9.1 1212.29  YES  YES        
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List of Fishery Commodities for Import Statistics (top 15 commodities) 

 
Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

1. Live fish 

(034.1.1) 

11. Ornamental 

fish 

034.1.1.1.19 0301.19 Ornamental fish nei   YES YES YES YES     

034.1.1.2.90 0301.99 Fish for culture incl. 

fingerlings 

  YES YES YES    YES  

12. Other live 

fishes 

034.1.2.1.20 0301.92 Eels   YES  YES      

034.1.2.1.10 0301.93 Carps    YES YES      

034.1.2.1.90 0301.99 Others   YES  YES YES     

2. Fish, fresh or 

chilled 

excluding fillets 

and other fish 

meat 

(034.1) 

21. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.1.3.1 0302.73 Carps, barbells and other 

cyprinids 

  YES YES YES      

034.1.3.2 0302.71 Tilapias and other cichlids     YES      

034.1.3.9.30 0302.72 Catfishes     YES      

034.1.3.9.90 0302.89 Freshwater fishes nei   YES  YES      

22. Diadromous 

fishes 

034.1.4.3 0302.19 Salmons, trouts, smelts YES   NA YES      

034.1.4.5.10 0302.89 Milkfish YES  YES  YES      

034.1.4.5.20 0302.89 Barramundi   YES  YES      

23. Marine fishes 034.1.5.1 0302.29 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES NA YES      

034.1.5.5 0302.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES  YES      

034.1.5.6 0302.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES  YES      

034.1.5.7.69 0302.44 Mackerels nei YES  YES  YES      

034.1.5.8 0302.89 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES  YES      

034.1.5.8.90 0302.89 Marine fish nei YES  YES  YES    YES  

3. Fish, frozen 

excluding fish 

fillets and other 

fish meat 

(034.2) 

31. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.2.3.1 0303.89 Carps, barbells and other 

cyprinids 

  YES  YES      

034.2.3.2 0303.23 Tilapias and other cichlids     YES      

034.2.3.9.30 0303.24 Catfishes YES  YES  YES      

034.2.3.9.90 0303.89 Freshwater fishes nei YES  YES  YES      

32. Diadromous 

fishes 

034.2.4.3 0303.19 Salmon and trouts YES  YES YES YES  YES    

034.2.4.5.10 0303.89 Milkfish   YES YES       

034.2.4.5.20 0303.89 Barramundi   YES YES       

33. Marine fishes 034.2.5.1 0303.89 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES YES YES      

034.2.5.5 0303.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES  YES  YES    

034.2.5.6 0303.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES YES YES  YES    

034.2.5.7.69 0303.54 Mackerels nei YES  YES  YES  YES  YES  

034.2.5.8 0303.81 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES  YES      

034.2.5.9.90 0303.89 Marine fish nei YES  YES YES YES  YES  YES  

4. Fish fillets 

and meats, fresh 

or chilled 

41. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.3.1.3.1 0304.39 Carps, barbells and other 

cyprinids 

  YES NA YES      

034.3.1.3.2 0304.31 Tilapias and other cichlids     YES      
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Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

(034.3) 034.3.1.3.9.30 0304.32 Catfishes     YES  YES    

034.3.1.3.9.90 0304.49 Freshwater fishes nei   YES  YES      

42. Diadromous 

fish 

034.1.4.3 0304.49 Salmon, trouts, smelts   YES YES YES  YES    

43. Marine fishes 034.3.1.5.1 0304.43 Flounders, halibuts, soles    YES YES      

034.3.1.5.5 0304.49 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES YES   YES    

034.3.1.5.6 0304.49 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES YES   YES    

034.3.1.5.8 0304.49 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

034.3.1.5.9.90 0304.49 Marine fish nei   YES YES YES  YES    

5. Fish fillets 

and meat, frozen 

(034.4) 

51. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.4.1.3.2 0304.89 Tilapias and other cichlids   YES        

034.4.1.3.9.30 0304.62 Catfishes         YES  

034.4.1.3.9.90 0304.89 Freshwater fishes nei   YES  YES      

52. Diadromous 

fish 

034.4.1.4.3 0304.89 Salmon, trouts, smelts   YES        

53. Marine fishes 034.4.1.5.1 0304.83 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES YES YES      

034.4.1.5.5 0304.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES YES       

034.4.1.5.6 0304.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES YES       

034.4.1.5.7.69 0304.89 Mackerels nei   YES YES       

034.4.1.5.8 0304.88 Sharks, rays, chimaeras           

034.4.1.5.9.90 0304.89 Marine fish nei   YES YES       

6. Fish, dried, 

salted or in 

brine; smoked 

fish 

(035) 

61. Freshwater 

fish dried whether 

or not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.3 0305.59    YES        

62. Diadromous 

fish dried whether 

or not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.4 0305.59    YES        

63. Marine fishes 

dried whether or 

not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.5.1 0305.59 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES YES       

035.02.1.5.5 0305.59 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES YES       

035.02.1.5.6 0305.59 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES YES       

035.02.1.5.7.69 0305.54 Mackerels nei    YES       

035.02.1.5.8 0305.59 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

035.02.1.5.9.90 0305.59 Marine fish nei   YES YES YES      

64. Freshwater 

fish salted and in 

brine 

035.02.2.3 0305.69            

65. Diadromous 

fish salted and in 

brine 

035.02.2.4 0305.69            
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Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

66. Marine fish 

salted and in brine 

035.02.2.5.1 0305.69 Flounders, halibuts, soles           

035.02.2.5.5 0305.69 Herrings, sardines, anchovies           

035.02.2.5.6 0305.69 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes    YES       

035.02.2.5.7.69 0305..69 Mackerels nei           

035.02.2.5.8 0305.69 Sharks, rays, chimaeras           

035.02.2.5.9.95 0305.69 Marine fish nei     YES      

67. Freshwater 

fish, smoked 

035.03.3 0305.49    YES        

68. Diadromous 

fish, smoked 

035.03.4 0305.49    YES        

69. Marine fish, 

smoked 

035.03.5.1 0305.49 Flounders, halibuts, soles   YES        

035.03.5.5 0305.49 Herrings, sardines, anchovies   YES        

035.03.5.6 0305.49 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes   YES YES       

035.03.5.7.69 0305.49 Mackerels nei   YES        

035.03.5.8 0305.49 Sharks, rays, chimaeras   YES        

035.03.5.9.95 0305.49 Marine fish nei   YES  YES      

7. Crustaceans 

live, fresh, 

chilled, frozen, 

salted, in brine 

or dried, 

smoked 

(036) 

71. Crustaceans 

live, fresh or 

chilled 

036.0.1.3.1.50 0306.36 Freshwater shrimps and 

prawns 

YES  YES  YES      

036.0.1.3.2 0306.33 Crabs YES  YES YES YES    YES  

036.0.1.3.3 0306.31 Lobsters, spiny-rock lobsters, 

etc 

   YES       

036.0.1.3.5 0306.36 Shrimps, prawns, etc. YES  YES YES YES    YES  

72. Crustaceans 

frozen 

036.0.1.4.1.50 0306.17 Freshwater shrimps and 

prawns 

  YES YES YES      

036.0.1.4.2 0306.14 Crabs and crab meat   YES YES YES    YES  

036.0.1.4.3 0306.11 Lobsters, lobster meat    YES YES      

036.0.1.4.5 0306.17 Shrimps, prawns, etc. YES  YES YES YES    YES  

73. Crustaceans, 

dried, salted or in 

brine, smoked 

036.0.1.5 0306.99    YES  YES      

8. Molluscs live, 

fresh, chilled, 

frozen, salted, in 

brine or dried, 

smoked 

(036.0.2) 

81. Molluscs live, 

fresh or chilled 

036.0.2.3.3 0307.11 Oysters   YES YES YES      

036.0.2.3.4 0307.31 Mussels    YES YES      

036.0.2.3.7.40 0307.42 Cuttlefishes and squids YES  YES YES YES    YES  

036.0.2.3.9.91 0307.91 Molluscs nei   YES YES YES      

82. Molluscs 

frozen 

036.0.2.4.2.10 0307.83 Abalone   YES NA YES      

036.0.2.4.3 0307.12 Oyster   YES YES YES      

036.0.2.4.4 0307.32 Mussels   YES YES YES    YES  

036.0.2.4.7.40 0307.43 Cuttlefishes and squids YES  YES YES YES    YES  

036.0.2.4.9.91 0307.92 Molluscs nei   YES YES YES    YES  

036.0.2.5.2.10 0307.87 Abalone    NA YES      
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Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities BR KH ID LA MY MM PH SG TH VN 

83. Molluscs, 

dried, salted or in 

brine, smoked 

036.0.2.5.3 0307.19 Oysters    YES YES      

036.0.2.5.4 0307.39 Mussels   YES YES YES      

036.0.2.5.7.40 0307.49 Cuttlefishes and squids   YES YES YES    YES  

036.0.2.5.9.91 0307.99 Molluscs nei   YES YES YES      

9.  Fish, 

crustaceans, 

molluscs and 

other aquatic 

invertebrates, 

prepared or 

preserved 

(037) 

91. Fish prepared 

or preserved 

037.1.1.6.94 1604.19 Fish not minced, prepare or 

preserve in airtight containers 

  YES NA YES      

037.1.1.6.95 1604.19 Fish not minced, prepare or 

preserve not in airtight 

containers 

  YES NA YES      

92. Crustaceans, 

mollusks, and 

other aquatic 

invertebrates 

prepared or 

preserved 

- - Crustacean and mollusc 

preparations in airtight 

containers 

 

   NA       

037.2.3.9.91 1605.40 Crustacean and mollusc 

preparations, not in airtight 

containers 

 

   NA YES      

10. Meals, 

solubles and 

similar animal 

feedingstuffs, of 

aquatic animal 

origin 

(081) 

 081 2301.20          YES  

11. Aquatic 

animals, oils 

and facts 

(411) 

 411 1504.10            

12. Seaweeds 

and aquatic 

plans products 

thereof 

 292.9.1 1212.29    YES        
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Annex 23 

 

REGIONAL COMPILATION OF FISH TRADE STATISTICS 

 

(As agreed at the 1st RTC in 2021) 

 

I. ADDENDUM TO THE “REGIONAL FRAMEWORK”  

 

3.3.5 Statistics on Exports and Imports of Fishery Commodities  
 

a. Coverage and Classification 

 

The statistics cover the quantities and values of annual exports and imports of all fishery commodities 

ranging from live fish to preserved and processed commodities. In accordance with the internationally 

recommended practice, export statistics include exports of aquatic animals and plants caught (or 

collected) by domestic fishing vessels, whether or not processed onboard, landed in foreign ports; 

while import statistics include imports of aquatic animals and plants caught (or collected) by foreign 

fishing vessels, whether or not processed onboard, landed in domestic ports. 

 

The statistics classification of fish trade should be based on twelve (12) Divisions of the “FAO 

International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishery Commodities (ISSCFC)” as follows: 

1) Live fish  

2) Fish, fresh or chilled excluding fillets and other fish meat  

3) Fish, frozen excluding fish fillets and other fish meat  

4) Fish fillets and meats, fresh or chilled 

5) Fish fillets and meat, frozen 

6) Fish, dried, salted or in brine; smoked fish  

7) Crustaceans live, fresh, chilled, frozen, salted, in brine or dried, smoked 

8) Molluscs live, fresh, chilled, frozen, salted, in brine or dried, smoked 

9) Fish, crustaceans, molluscs and other aquatic invertebrates, prepared or preserved 

10) Meals, solubles and similar animal feed stuffs, of aquatic animal origin 

11) Aquatic animals, oils and fats 

12) Seaweeds and aquatic plants products thereof 

 

The statistics based on the “Divisions” should be classified further based on their respective “Groups” 

with reference to the “Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS)” of the World 

Customs Organization, attached as Appendix 1.  

 

b. Exports of Fishery Commodities 

 

b.1 Unit of Measurement 

 

1) Exports by commodities 

 

Statistics on exports by commodities is expressed in volume (tonnes) and value (USD 1,000).  

 

2) Exports to major countries of destination and by major commodities (USD 1,000) 

 

Statistics on exports to major countries of destination and by major commodities is expressed in value 

(USD 1,000).  

 

b.2 Statistics on Exports of Fishery Commodities 

 

1) Exports by commodities 

 

The statistics on exports by commodities (at Division and Group levels based on the ISSCFC) is 

recorded by summing up the total annual exports of each fishery commodity. 
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2) Exports to major countries of destination and by major commodities (USD 1,000) 

 

Statistics on exports to major countries of destination and by major commodities is generally recorded 

by summing up the value of annual exports to major countries of destination (maximum 20 countries), 

and is then broken down by major commodities (maximum 10 commodities). The total export of each 

major commodity is also recorded. 

 

In reporting the statistics on exports by major commodities, each country can choose the appropriate 

commodities or commodity groups, e.g. based on 6-digit HS code, or others as applicable and 

appropriate.  

 

c. Imports of Fishery Commodities 

 

b.1 Unit of Measurement 

 

1) Imports by commodities 

 

Statistics on imports by commodities is expressed in volume (tonnes) and value (USD 1,000).  

 

2) Imports from major countries of origin and by major commodities (USD 1,000) 

 

Statistics on imports from major countries of origin and by major commodities is expressed in value 

(USD 1,000).  

 

b.2 Statistics on Imports of Fishery Commodities 

 

1) Imports by commodities 

 

The statistics on imports by commodities (at Division and Group levels based on the ISSCFC) is 

recorded by summing up the total annual imports of each fishery commodity. 

 

2) Imports from major countries of origin and by major commodities (USD 1,000) 

 

Statistics on imports from major countries of origin and by major commodities is generally recorded 

by summing up the value of annual imports from major countries of origin (maximum 20 countries), 

and is then broken down by major commodities (maximum 10 commodities). The total import of each 

major commodity is also recorded. 

 

In reporting the statistics on imports by major commodities, each country can choose the appropriate 

commodities or commodity groups, e.g. based on 6-digit HS code, or others as applicable and 

appropriate.  

 

1.1 Data Source 

 

The export and import statistics are generally obtained from reports on foreign trade statistics compiled by 

respective national Customs Offices. To prevent errors in the collection and grouping during the compilation 

of the statistics on fishery commodities, concerned staff should take note that the reports on foreign trade 

statistics cover not only the fishery commodities but also all kinds of other commodities, and that the 

classification system used is based on the Brussels Tariff Nomenclature, which is different from that of the 

ISSCFC. 
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II. REPORTING OF STATISTICS ON FISH EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 

 

1) Exports by commodities  

 

1.1 In quantity (tonnes) 

 
Division Group 
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(List based on Division and 
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1.2 In value (USD 1,000) 
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2) Exports to major countries of destination and by major commodities (USD 1,000) 

(One table for each AMS) 

 
Country/ 

Area of 

Destination (max 

= 20) 

Total Export 

to Country/ 

Area of 

Destination 

Major commodities (max =10) 

          

            

            

            

            
Total            

 

3) Imports by commodities  

 

3.1 In quantity (tonnes) 
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3.2 In value (USD 1,000) 

 
Division Group 
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(List based on Division and 

Group in the ISSCFC) 

            

             

             

             

 

4) Imports from major countries of origin and by major commodities (USD 1,000) 

(One table of each AMS) 

 
Country/ 

Area of Origin 

(max = 20) 

Total 
Imports 

from 

Country/ 
Area of 

Origin 

Major commodities (max =10) 

          

            
            
            
            
Total            
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Appendix 1 of Annex 23 

 

List of Fishery Commodities for Export and Import Statistics 

 

Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities 

1. Live fish 

(034.1.1) 

11. Ornamental fish 034.1.1.1.19 0301.19 Ornamental fish nei 

034.1.1.2.90 0301.99 Fish for culture incl. fingerlings 

12. Other live fishes 034.1.2.1.20 0301.92 Eels 

034.1.2.1.10 0301.93 Carps 

034.1.2.1.90 0301.99 Others 

2. Fish, fresh or 

chilled excluding 

fillets and other fish 

meat 

(034.1) 

21. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.1.3.1 0302.73 Carps, barbells and other cyprinids 

034.1.3.2 0302.71 Tilapias and other cichlids 

034.1.3.9.30 0302.72 Catfishes 

034.1.3.9.90 0302.89 Freshwater fishes nei 

22. Diadromous 

fishes 

034.1.4.3 0302.19 Salmons, trouts, smelts 

034.1.4.5.10 0302.89 Milkfish 

034.1.4.5.20 0302.89 Barramundi 

23. Marine fishes 034.1.5.1 0302.29 Flounders, halibuts, soles 

034.1.5.5 0302.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies 

034.1.5.6 0302.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes 

034.1.5.7.69 0302.44 Mackerels nei 

034.1.5.8 0302.89 Sharks, rays, chimaeras 

034.1.5.8.90 0302.89 Marine fish nei 

3. Fish, frozen 

excluding fish 

fillets and other fish 

meat 

(034.2) 

31. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.2.3.1 0303.89 Carps, barbells and other cyprinids 

034.2.3.2 0303.23 Tilapias and other cichlids 

034.2.3.9.30 0303.24 Catfishes 

034.2.3.9.90 0303.89 Freshwater fishes nei 

32. Diadromous 

fishes 

034.2.4.3 0303.19 Salmon and trouts 

034.2.4.5.10 0303.89 Milkfish 

034.2.4.5.20 0303.89 Barramundi 

33. Marine fishes 034.2.5.1 0303.89 Flounders, halibuts, soles 

034.2.5.5 0303.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies 

034.2.5.6 0303.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes 

034.2.5.7.69 0303.54 Mackerels nei 

034.2.5.8 0303.81 Sharks, rays, chimaeras 

034.2.5.9.90 0303.89 Marine fish nei 

4. Fish fillets and 

meats, fresh or 

chilled 

(034.3) 

41. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.3.1.3.1 0304.39 Carps, barbells and other cyprinids 

034.3.1.3.2 0304.31 Tilapias and other cichlids 

034.3.1.3.9.30 0304.32 Catfishes 

034.3.1.3.9.90 0304.49 Freshwater fishes nei 

42. Diadromous 

fish 

034.1.4.3 0304.49 Salmon, trouts, smelts 

43. Marine fishes 034.3.1.5.1 0304.43 Flounders, halibuts, soles 

034.3.1.5.5 0304.49 Herrings, sardines, anchovies 

034.3.1.5.6 0304.49 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes 

034.3.1.5.8 0304.49 Sharks, rays, chimaeras 

034.3.1.5.9.90 0304.49 Marine fish nei 

5. Fish fillets and 

meat, frozen 

(034.4) 

51. Freshwater 

fishes 

034.4.1.3.2 0304.89 Tilapias and other cichlids 

034.4.1.3.9.30 0304.62 Catfishes 

034.4.1.3.9.90 0304.89 Freshwater fishes nei 

52. Diadromous 

fish 

034.4.1.4.3 0304.89 Salmon, trouts, smelts 

53. Marine fishes 034.4.1.5.1 0304.83 Flounders, halibuts, soles 

034.4.1.5.5 0304.89 Herrings, sardines, anchovies 

034.4.1.5.6 0304.89 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes 

034.4.1.5.7.69 0304.89 Mackerels nei 

034.4.1.5.8 0304.88 Sharks, rays, chimaeras 

034.4.1.5.9.90 0304.89 Marine fish nei 



Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center 

138 
 

Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities 

6. Fish, dried, 

salted or in brine; 

smoked fish 

(035) 

61. Freshwater fish 

dried whether or 

not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.3 0305.59  

62. Diadromous 

fish dried whether 

or not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.4 0305.59  

63. Marine fishes 

dried whether or 

not salted, not 

smoked 

035.02.1.5.1 0305.59 Flounders, halibuts, soles 

035.02.1.5.5 0305.59 Herrings, sardines, anchovies 

035.02.1.5.6 0305.59 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes 

035.02.1.5.7.69 0305.54 Mackerels nei 

035.02.1.5.8 0305.59 Sharks, rays, chimaeras 

035.02.1.5.9.90 0305.59 Marine fish nei 

64. Freshwater fish 

salted and in brine 

035.02.2.3 0305.69  

65. Diadromous 

fish salted and in 

brine 

035.02.2.4 0305.69  

66. Marine fish 

salted and in brine 

035.02.2.5.1 0305.69 Flounders, halibuts, soles 

035.02.2.5.5 0305.69 Herrings, sardines, anchovies 

035.02.2.5.6 0305.69 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes 

035.02.2.5.7.69 0305..69 Mackerels nei 

035.02.2.5.8 0305.69 Sharks, rays, chimaeras 

035.02.2.5.9.95 0305.69 Marine fish nei 

67. Freshwater fish, 

smoked 

035.03.3 0305.49  

68. Diadromous 

fish, smoked 

035.03.4 0305.49  

69. Marine fish, 

smoked 

035.03.5.1 0305.49 Flounders, halibuts, soles 

035.03.5.5 0305.49 Herrings, sardines, anchovies 

035.03.5.6 0305.49 Tunas, bonitos, billfishes 

035.03.5.7.69 0305.49 Mackerels nei 

035.03.5.8 0305.49 Sharks, rays, chimaeras 

035.03.5.9.95 0305.49 Marine fish nei 

7. Crustaceans live, 

fresh, chilled, 

frozen, salted, in 

brine or dried, 

smoked 

(036) 

71. Crustaceans 

live, fresh or chilled 

036.0.1.3.1.50 0306.36 Freshwater shrimps and prawns 

036.0.1.3.2 0306.33 Crabs 

036.0.1.3.3 0306.31 Lobsters, spiny-rock lobsters, etc 

036.0.1.3.5 0306.36 Shrimps, prawns, etc. 

72. Crustaceans 

frozen 

036.0.1.4.1.50 0306.17 Freshwater shrimps and prawns 

036.0.1.4.2 0306.14 Crabs and crab meat 

036.0.1.4.3 0306.11 Lobsters, lobster meat 

036.0.1.4.5 0306.17 Shrimps, prawns, etc. 

73. Crustaceans, 

dried, salted or in 

brine, smoked 

036.0.1.5 0306.99  

8. Molluscs live, 

fresh, chilled, 

frozen, salted, in 

brine or dried, 

smoked 

(036.0.2) 

81. Molluscs live, 

fresh or chilled 

036.0.2.3.3 0307.11 Oysters 

036.0.2.3.4 0307.31 Mussels 

036.0.2.3.7.40 0307.42 Cuttlefishes and squids 

036.0.2.3.9.91 0307.91 Molluscs nei 

82. Molluscs frozen 036.0.2.4.2.10 0307.83 Abalone 

036.0.2.4.3 0307.12 Oyster 

036.0.2.4.4 0307.32 Mussels 

036.0.2.4.7.40 0307.43 Cuttlefishes and squids 

036.0.2.4.9.91 0307.92 Molluscs nei 

036.0.2.5.2.10 0307.87 Abalone 

036.0.2.5.3 0307.19 Oysters 
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Division Group ISSCFC Code HS Code Commodities 

83. Molluscs, dried, 

salted or in brine, 

smoked 

036.0.2.5.4 0307.39 Mussels 

036.0.2.5.7.40 0307.49 Cuttlefishes and squids 

036.0.2.5.9.91 0307.99 Molluscs nei 

9.  Fish, 

crustaceans, 

molluscs and other 

aquatic 

invertebrates, 

prepared or 

preserved 

(037) 

91. Fish prepared or 

preserved 

037.1.1.6.94 1604.19 Fish not minced, prepare or 

preserve in airtight containers 

037.1.1.6.95 1604.19 Fish not minced, prepare or 

preserve not in airtight containers 

92. Crustaceans, 

mollusks, and other 

aquatic 

invertebrates 

prepared or 

preserved 

- - Crustacean and mollusc 

preparations in airtight containers 

 

037.2.3.9.91 1605.40 Crustacean and mollusc 

preparations, not in airtight 

containers 

 

10. Meals, solubles 

and similar animal 

feedingstuffs, of 

aquatic animal 

origin 

(081) 

 081 2301.20  

11. Aquatic 

animals, oils and 

facts 

(411) 

 411 1504.10  

12. Seaweeds and 

aquatic plans 

products thereof 

 292.9.1 1212.29  
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Annex 24 

 

CLOSING REMARKS 

 

Mr. Koichi Honda,  

SEAFDEC Deputy Secretary-General 

 

Representatives from the ASEAN Member States, 

Representative from FAO Headquarter, 

My colleagues from SEAFDEC Secretariat and Departments, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Good Afternoon! 

 

After two days of discussion and deliberation, we have eventually come to the last session of the Consultation. 

Several topics and issues have been discussed towards improving the “Regional Framework for Fishery 

Statistics of Southeast Asia,” and in particular the inclusion of statistics on fish processing and on fish import 

and export for regional compilation. And finally we have now reached some agreement on how to move 

forward on these issues, although there are some of the remaining issues that the Secretariat would further 

coordinate with you ad referendum.  

  

I therefore would like to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to all participants for sharing your 

views and recommendations during the discussion. I believe that statistics is one of the important bases for 

policy planning and development of the fisheries sector, and I do hope that our task in improving the Regional 

Statistics Framework would contribute to improving statistics not only for SEAFDEC at the regional level, 

but also for your respective countries.  

 

And as the SEAFDEC staff has informed you at the beginning that the work for us is not only for this 

Consultation, but there will be a series of work to discuss different components of the Regional Statistics 

Framework, I therefore look forward to close collaboration and cooperation from all countries during this 

exercise in the near future.  

 

With that, I would like to declare the Regional Technical Consultation closed, and I wish you all stay safe 

and keep up with good health during the COVID situation. 

 

Thank you very much! 

 


