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The Southeast Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC) is an intergovernmental organization 
established in December 1967 to promote sustainable fisheries development in the region. Its current Member 
Countries are Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam.

Representing the Member Countries is the Council of Directors, the policy-making body of SEAFDEC. The 
chief administrator of SEAFDEC is the Secretary-General whose office, the Secretariat is based in Bangkok, 
Thailand.

SEAFDEC undertakes research on appropriate fishery technologies, trains fisheries technicians, and 
disseminates fisheries information. Five Departments, namely Training Department (TD), Marine Fisheries 
Research Department (MFRD), Aquaculture Department (AQD), Marine Fishery Resources Development 
and Management Department (MFRDMD), Inland Fishery Resources Development Management Department 
(IFRDMD) were established in Thailand, Singapore, the Philippines, Malaysia, and Indonesia, respectively, to 
pursue the objectives of the Center.

Since 1998, technical cooperation between ASEAN and SEAFDEC towards sustainable fisheries development has 
been initiated under the regional ASEAN-SEAFDEC Fisheries Consultative Group Mechanism (FCG) framework; 
and the promotion of sustainable fisheries development through this mechanism is well accredited within the ASEAN. 

To assure that the efforts of ASEAN and SEAFDEC in tackling a number of challenges that have impacts on the 
development and management of the fisheries sector are sustained, and in support of various activities for the 
benefit of Member Countries, the ASEAN-SEAFDEC Strategic Partnership (ASSP) was formalized in November 
2007. ASSP is envisaged to enhance closer cooperation between ASEAN and SEAFDEC and its Member Countries,
paving the new phase for ASEAN-SEAFDEC collaboration in achieving long term common goals towards collective 
regional development and management of sustainable fisheries.
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